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0 HUNDRED S OF ITSH HisrCR Y 

Sunday, November 6 , 1949 

The 100 years between 1850 and 19.50 witnessed the most tragic and the nost tri

umphant events in 2 ,ooo years of Jewish history. It as the most revoluti011ary cen-

tury in Jewish history - a century of cultural and political upheavals , of struggle , 

of triumph, of defeat , of vast migration, of unimaginable catastrophies , and of ~es

sianic realization. ?uch of it followed the universal kaleidoscope of the last 100 

years , but much of it was specific an unique to Jewis:1 history. This 100 year8 began ....,. 

on a high note of optioism. The years be'b een l ~ O and 1880 were probably the most 

hopeful and the most satisfying years that European Jewry had ever knmm . The rhole 

era was one of progress and enl:i_ght nment for Euro_ , and Jevrish emancipation kept 

pace rith the triumphant march of liberalism. 

The European reaction which set in after the defeat of 1apoleon and with the 

Conercss of Vienna ended v,i th the revolution of ' LB , and thereafter those r.iarvelous 

seminal ideas of the French Re rolution vrhich ., by e uay were responsible for the 

first em cipation of the Je,·Ts of Europe in 1791, these revolu ionary idea· touching 

the rights of man, the eqqality of all r; en , resumed after 1848 their forwa1·d march, 

and constitutional government 8nd democracy were established in maey parts of estern 

Europe , and these countries here these constitutional governments ere established 

and democratic principles enacted into law, consistent ·ith their co stitutional prin

ciples , could not deny the Je s of those countries equality and citizenship. In some 

of these countries Jewish emancipation and the removal of civil and Je gal disabilities 

against Jews was more rapid than in others , but by the • 60 • s and the • 70 • s of the last 

celtury full rights of citizenship were gr ted to the Jews of Austria- Huneary, of 

Italy, of .rmany d somewhat earlier they had been anted to the Jeis of elgimn, 

liolland , • nmark. In England, where the formal emancipation of Catholics and Dis

senters was delay to aJmost 18.30, the Jevrs were finally recognized as equa in ntatus 

with all other citizens by the fact that a Jew elected to the Parliament of eat 
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Britain, Lionel Rothschild , was finally permitted to take his sea in the Houso 

without being conpelled to take the Christian oath. That wa in 1858. 

Even in czarist Ru~sia , where the bulk of European Jewry lived, and under 

economic and political conditions far J2 ss favorable than felluvr Jews in estern 

Europe , even there l i ght seened finally to break through the very heavy darkness . 

Under Czar Alexander II , who ascended the throne of Russia in 1855, a certain re

laxation in the stringency of anti- Jewish laws in Russia took place - la rs limiti ng 

the rights of Jews to residence in various parts of Russia andlimiting the occupa

tions of Jews were rel d, and the drafting of Jewish children into Jevrish miners 

i to the Russian army for periods of enlistment of 25 years or r.iore ras discontin

ued, and Jews were a itted to the legal profession an could hold certain minor 

offices , and efforts were being IT'.ade by the gover.Ill11ent to improve the cultural 

levels of Russian Jew-ry. 

In those years , then, be een 1850 and 1880 - t generation - the Jes of 

Europe could see an open road ahead, a road ic led a ay from the Dark Ages , from 

disabilities and discriminations and isolation and ghetto and poverty and misery -

a road which le<i to a glorious new day of freedom and equc>l ity, and it was heady 

new wine which the Jews of that eneration drank . They ooized every opportunity 

which the removal of restrictions afforded them. Jews began to e ter the schools 

of Euro!e and the universities in increasing numbers , and as if after a long thirst, 

a long drought they began to drink deep of the culture and the science of the Vleste 

world. And soon they were forging to the very top in the profe ·sions , in the arto 

and in the sciences of Europe - in la , medicine , in science generally, in jour al

i.m, in politics , in philosophy, in literature , in the arts . The number of Jews 
ew extraordinary large and qualitatively. Their contributions were of a hi h order. 

And in these 100 years between 1850 and 1950 the Jewish people gave the world a galaxy 

of reat men too numerous to mention, many of them pioneers in their respective fields 

of cience , of art and of literature . The contributions of rome of them were t r uly 
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epoch-making , monumental , equaled by any other people of its size and unmatched by 

any earlier period in Je.-dsh history. Extraordinary record of eatness 1 ·en of 

genius , historic contributions made to the sum tal of hunan kno ledge by a rela

tively small group of people - the Jews of Europe during that 100 years . 

One nust mention but a few giants to understand the quality and thee. ent of 

their contri ution . One need but think, for example , of ·arx whose economic theories 

have revolutionized the economies of mankind; of Albert Einstein ·rhose scientific 

theories revolutionized the scientific conceptions of mankind; of Freud whose profound 

analysis of the i nner life of man began a ne r era in the study of man t s psyche . And 

one can mention others , not of the sam extraordinary levels , but of great height in 

poetry, like Heine , arrl philosophy like Bergson - in all the sciences din all the 

arts , in music , in the theater. It was an extraordinary outpouring of pent up ener-

ies - of the mind and of the spirit which contributea mightily to culture and civil

ization . 

And the Jews of Europe moved forv1ard , too , in inance and industry. In an age 

of expanding c italism and in ustrialism the business talents of the Jews did not go 

unreVlarded . The JeVi s established and developed the railroads of Euro , and many o:f 

its principal industries . They becarre bankersof great prominence . any Jews ac

quired wealth, as did many nor.- Je s . And they served their countl .. ies well , loyally, 

patriotically. They anted to identify themselves eagerly ·rith the life of the 

countries where they lived. They quickly assimilated themselves to the life a.11d the 

manners md the culture of the peoples in ose midst they lived. They came to feel 

themselves at home , not like their forefathers who regarded themselves as aliens and 

foreigners becaus hey were made to think of themselves as not belonging. They loved 

their homes . They took part in all the social movements for the improvement of the 

life of their fello citizens everywhere with whose lives and fortunes they believed 

themselves t o be finally and completely identified. 
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It was a glorious age , but it was not to last. Jewish emancipation 1rhich., as I 
said, was a by- product of European liberalism, began to decline with the decline of 
European liberalism which set in shcrtly after the Fran 0- Prussian ,ar . rational un- ~ 
rest and social unrest shattered the none- too- strong foun ations of E~opean liberal-
ism and democracy. Teutonic nationalism, Magyar nationalism, Slavic nationali in 
extreme forms becaJT1e r~ant in Europe , and they also , came intolerant, of minorities 
living in their midst . Economic reactionary forces in Europe frightened by the rapid 
spread of Socialism anong the masses rallied to defend their privileges , and because 
Jews were prominent in the liberal movements of Europe , some of them prominent also in 
the Soci list movements ., these reactionary forces centered their rage against them nd 
centered their attack up them because they regarded them as the easiest target. of 
attack because it was easiest to rally ancient prejudices , distrust, suspicions a ainst 
them. Rapid financial expansion in the closin decades of the 19th century in parts 
of Europe often led to disastrous spe ulation and o lapse which involved great num-
bers of people in ruin - financial ruin, and beca, se Jews rer also in finance , they 
were used as the han r scapegoats for these economic disasters in order to turn the 
,ra ·h of the people away from the re 1 cul rits responsible for these economic col

lapses. 

Dema ogues , rho desired to ride into political pmrer, found it easiest to inflame 
the masses and rally them round them - the masses ho ere clamorj ng for economic re
dress , by aving before them this new Jewish wealth and by inciting them to fight not 
c it lism generallY, but Jewish italisn . All these factors and others contributed 
to a rising tide of anti- Semitism in urope in the clo ing cades of the 19th century. 
And it was not lon0 before anti- Semitism became a politica.l movement in maey per ts of 
Europe , and the life of the Jewish people became overcast, end gered and embittered. 
The glo of the Golen Age vanished. Vile an violent anti-Semitic agitation and prop
aeanda swept over Enrope . Jews were branded as enemies of the State , the very states 
that anted them right s of citizenship just a few decades before , unass:imilable foreighers 
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members of a mon rel and inferio£ raceJ all those poisonous arrors in the quiver of 

th Tazis ·rhich the ?-,azis used with such deadly effect in our day , v,ere fas • oned a 

generation before in the closing years of the 19th century. In 1879 a Lea e of Anti

Sel!l:ites was foun ed in Germany. In 1882 the first idarnational Anti- Semitic Con ess 

was held in resden . A violent campaign c:1gainst the Jewish people by ,·ray of a sus

tained attack upon the Talmud took place in Austria . Charges of ritual murder were 

revived in Hungary and in other p rts of Europe . 

In France , the home of the rights of man - France, which was th first country 

in Europe to have granted the Je,d.sh people equality - in France anti- Semitism as-

sumed a mos virulent form . The oyalists a1d t 

lent£ ss in their opposition to the Third Republic , 

in their ttem to overthrow it. These clerical 

clericals of Fra ce remained re-

d t.hey employed~ ... i - Semi isra 

oups , Jn ord~r to compete r.i t 

Je • sh bankers , oreanized their m Union Ge. r 

he :rt.oyal·st circles , the nobility investe thei 

of course , t~e Je'\fs were bl .ed for the colla se . 

ank, in which the church circles , 

mo y, and it soon collapsed, and 

In 1886 Edouard Drumont '/To his 

notorious book, "I.a France Jui~ .. 11 iuhich ·vio e-.vly attacked Je~rs and Republicanis and 

th ee 1 lasor.s, ·rno e book ·tent into over 100 edit· ons in ance . And in 1892 the 

sa11 e Drumont egan to publish a daily newspaper i r ance , 1 Libre Parole" , n ant· -

Semit·c sleet , and in 1889 thsre was 01ganiz din ance the ·gue ~ationale An isem·te 

en France . In 1891 32 deputies of the ench Chamber of Deputies proposed a la\ o 

expel all the Jews from }ranee . And as .. ou vel_ kno 'I, in 1893 he infamous Dreyfuss 

Affair broke pon the ,7orld, the attempt to li. the Je vs of ance vd th treason ble 
. 

ac t.ivi t against Fr .... nee . 

An so , from 1880 on Berlin and Vi nna d Paris bee ,e center o nti- Je,rish 

agitation, and the Jewlsh q cstion never again disappeared from the political platforms 

of the nati s of Europe . The climaJ .. , of c rse , 'I as reached ter the First vorl 

ar n h e r • e of Fascis1n a d ziism. The f ts ration } ·.ch resu e 1 on t eir 

defeat , the sense of h· t nation 1 pride and the Empie of Austri Hungary, the 
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ir.:rooverishment of the mid le classes and the military classes , the suffering of the .. 
masses - all offered marvelous opportunities for demgogues to ride into power , and 

the greatest of them 1as Hitler . And in the t2Qts and the 130 1 s of this century, 

political anti- Semitism in its or68nization, i its propaganda, in its financing 

reached an all- time high and claimed an all- time holocaust of Jewish suffering and 

martyrdom. 

And , as you will recall, this tidal wave of anti- Semitism washed our ovm shores 

in the years between the two World Wars . The years between the two . orld Vars wit

nessed the resurrection of the Klan in this country and the sustained attacked of 

Ford upon the Jews, and the depression years which followed 1929 tltnessed the viru

lent propaganda of the Priest Cou hlin and a host of others of professional Jew

baiters . 

Thi s political agitation a ..,ainst the Jew was in itself very rious, but it did 

not stop merely with agitati ~n . Its vehemence found outlet in acts vn ich reversed 

the process of Jewish emancipation and i n acts of Je dsh extermination unparalleled 

for extent and brutality in the annals of mankind. 

During the First 1orld ar and in the five years which followed it this Jew·

hatred wrote a bloody chapter in Eastern Europe . The First 1 orld la:r I as you v-Till 

recall, had one of its principal battlefields in Eastern Europe where nearly three

quarters of the Jes of the world 1i ed, and the armies moved to and fro over this 

battle area, and the first sufferers and those who suffered most Jarge]y were the 

Jews living in what ,as the pale of settlement established by czarist Russia years 

before . Tens of thousands of Je ·sh civilian were slaughtered. But he bloody 

chapter really began 1hen the Blosheviki carried through their revolution in Russia 

in 1917. That , ou will recall , as followed by a civil which 1a st ed quite a 

number of years . Anti- Semitism soon identified Bolshevism ·Tith Je,7s just as they 

identified all liberal movements and all revolutionary movements and all Socialistic 

movements and every movement which the reactionaries disliked with the Jews . And 
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during that civil war which swept over this very area in which millions of Jews lived 

the armies of the anti- Bolsheviki , the armies of Kolchak and Denikin and Petlura and 

the others murdered hundreds of thousands of Jews in a ghastly White Terror the like 

of which mankind had not vri tnessed before . 

The F.i.rst World War , you will recall, closed with a victory for the Allied Forces 

which set out to make the world safe for democracy. And as a result of their victory 

quite a number of new states, Succession states, were established in Europe - Poland 

among them, Poland which had 3 , 000 , 000 Jews . And these new states vrhich finally won 

their independence from the empires of which they had been a part up until that ti1:1e , 

pledged themselves to grant absolute equality to all minority groups in their midst, 

including also the Jewish group. But none of these countries ever lived up to its ob

ligations . They repudiated the clauses which protected the rights of minorities in 

their midst. And in Poland and in Rumania and elsewhere a veritable cold pogrom was 

set in oneration to drive the Jews out of those countnies or to reduce them to a .. 

state of utter impoverishment and helplessness . Jewish business then was boycotted; 

Jewish universities refused to admit Jewish students; the civil service becane closed 

to Jews; and every medieval discriminatory act against Jews was revived, in the years 

after the First orld ~var . 

But the horrible climax, of course , cane with the Nazis vrho rode into power in 

Gennany in 1931 because theirs was a pogrom of actual physical extenn ination. You 

have heard the story and it need not be rehearsed here . It began ,·Ji.th denying the 

Jews rights of citizenship , expropriating their wealth, driving them from their coun

t:r.r I and when the Nazis began to march through Europe vri th the beginninG of the Secom 

World war , they marched, as far as the Jews were concerned, as the aloch- ha-movas 

marches . Wherever it came it spelt the death of the Jews in those countries . Six 

million Jevrs were done to death in the gas chambers vm.ich the Nazis set up . It meant 

the practical destruction of European Jewry which a half a century before was so .full 
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of hope and glorious antici ati0n. There were 10, 000 , 000 Jews in Europe in 1939. 

There are 3, Soo , ooo today and 2, 000 ,000 of them are in the oviet Union. 

ow, the picture at the close of these 100 years rould be altogether black were 

it not for faTo great events vrhich took place durini:; th:Ls peri0d . The first one is 

the fact that during these 100 years a great new center of Je1nsh life was estab

lished in the United States, and the center of gravity - of Je ·rish population., of Je1'-t ..... 

ish l ife - shifted from the horrible hate- soaked, blood-soaked lands of Europe to the 

new world where traditions of human freedom and tolerance and brotherhood had been 

dominant for more than lSO years . In 1850, rhen this con egation was founded , there 

were So, ooo Jews in the United States . To ay there are S, C00 , 000 vho crune here . The 

Jewish population increased a hundred fold in this century. It began early, the Jew

ish migration; it intensified to a degree during the 30 1 s and the 40 1 s when, as a 

result of disturbed political conditions in A stria an Hungary and Germany, Jews 

from those countries bega1 to come to the United States. It reached great propor

tions in the 801 s following the po oms in Russia esulting from he assassination of 

this liberal Czar, Alexander II . A P-reat ne1'1 community of 5, 000 ,000 Jews ,·1as built 

in the western Hemis,here nhi1e all these horrors , persecutions and waves of hate were 

sweeping over Europe . It is a community rrosperous , at peace , a community loyal , 

patriotic - patriotic to their country of 1hich they are proud citizen nd uhich they 

have serve in war and peace d th great devotion - loyal also to their fellm·1 Jews 

all over the world to 1hom they extended most generous help during their dark years 

of tribulation and suffering. God 1s Providence did not forsake our people . 

The second great achievement of these 100 years was the establishment of the 

free and independents tate of Israel, something which the Jewish people had been pray

ing for and hoping for for 2, 000 years . The movement to reestablish the state of s

rael came as a reaction to the collapse of emancipation, to the hopes of emancipation 

of the Jews of Europe as rell as in respon e to this age- old dream of the people to re-
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establish its national center in Palestine . trews reacted differently as 11 peoples , 

I assume , would have reacted to these disill ionments, these defeats which they suf

fered at the close of the 19th and the beginning of the 2oth century. Some of them 

refused to reco ize what was happening , merely discow1ted these "outcroppings" , as 

they said , of medievalism. These anti- Semites didn 1t count for a1ythir.g . They were 

crackpots - they don 1 t amount anything 1 They brushed them a side . They refused to 

recognize the menace inherent in those anti- Semitic agitations , propaganda in Europe . 

And they hid their heads ostrich- like in the sand . They ere the practical peopJP. -

they knew it all. 

Others reacted to this self- same si. tuation by t,rying to escape from the Jewish 

fold , and m yin ,~stern Europe surrendered the~ faith , apostatized, adopted the re

ligion of the majority around them and thouo-ht that thereby they u}.d make themselves 

secure and their children secure . They , too , ere mistaken because ·;hen I-ii tler began 

to carry out his progr~'1l of Jewish e xternination, h i d not seek to exterminate mer6ly 

the Jew, but even he who had given up his Judaism a generation before and tvro genera

tions before and three enerations before l 

There were still other Jews who faced up to this anti- Semitism courageously, m n

fully and began to counter- attack throueh education , through the press , through books , 

through literature . Jewish men of note began to answer the anti- S ites . Jews in 

parts of Europe organized in defense groups , societies for the protection of the Jews 

of Europe . They did t 1eir best and did it manfully - r.i. th extraor • nary skill , s:>me 

of them, b t unfortunately, unsuccessfully. T e .i..orces were too overwhelming for them. 

An there ra another group which said thm-. the Je dsh problem in E ope is es-

sentially a political problem vrhich can only be solved in a political way. The posi

tion of the Je r in Europe is anomalous . He is a minorit~r everyv;here . e has no na

tional center anyvrhe~e , and therefore , he occupies a unique and dmgerously unique 

position in the political complex of Europe . The solution of the Jewish problem is to 
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rationalize and normalize the status of the Jewish people in the rorld ; that is , to 

est blish a na ional center again for the Jewish people to rhich they cA-n go whenever 

forces drive them to leave the places where they are living at the t· e . And so , the 

a6e- old dream, the reestablishment of the Jewish state , began to assume poli ical con

tent in the m..:..ncls of many of our people in Europe . And follovd. ng the pogroms i Rus

sia in the early 80 1 s , the first Poale Zion group - wvers of Zion - came into exis

tence . Following the pogroms in the 80 1 s in Russia , that great - it wasn tt a book, 

it was a brochure , it v;as a pamphJet , really - rr-itten by Leo Pinsker called 11 uto 

Emancipation" apneared which sho0tc especially the intellectual groups among the Rus

Rie11 Je1:rs . Pinsker called for sel.f- er.wncipation, not to depend upon Euro ean emanci

pation and enlightenment and liberalism rhich is s a broY.en reed, but if the Jes 

nt to normfll.ize t heir life in t.e ·mrld ano. make themselves secure, they must e .. an

cipate hemseJv es through the establishr.lent of a nation 1 center somewhere3 in t.he 

orld - he did not advoc te 1 alestine articular y , but e advocated the necesnit:r 

of est blishing such a national , olitjcal base for Jevrish life in the worl • 

And folloving the recrudescence of virulent anti- Semi ism in France an1 the rey

fuss Affair , Dr . Theodor Herzl in the 90 1 s wrote his great Judenstaat in uhich he unt

Il'one the Je s of Europe to mobilize or political action., to build themselve~ , to 

rebu:i.ld th mselves a. state . Dr • T' epdor Re zl i voked the first Zionist Congres in 

1897 in Easel an before 20 ., ears past the most poYrerfu . co try on e th , Great 

B :i tain, rec gnized the valid:i ty of the Zion · st pl t,f rm and t o . the emous Bal

four cl ration issued in 1917 it st~t€d that i "look d nth favor upon the stab

lishment of a national home for the Je~.:sh peoplo in Palesti e 11 • 

You :no1< the later sto , ... he story of ho 1 e-rrs • ent there from the 80 • s , throuf)1 

the 90 1s, through thee arly decades o.:.. the 20th century to alestir.e , how they inve5t d 

their life blood, heir mTeat , their 1-- or i11to reb ·1 ing this long n g cted land, 
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ho; they plante, colonies , vill~ges and to and cit.ies , and rebuilt ind. stry and 
reviv d the culture and the languaGe , And ho , after great strtggJe a great f;Uf-

ft.ring , t e hour ·of consUim:1ation and tri1 . h came in Iovember 19L7 ;hen the United 
:ations , meeting in Lake Success in oar om country, ackno dedged the r· ght of the 

ewi~h peop£ to reesta, lish their nationa state in part of Pa estine , n ho~ in 

Lay following - • l~Y lu, 19u8 - the Yishuv in PRlestine .. roclaimed to the ·;orld t e 
est blishrnent of the State of Isra~l . 

To ay a million \,ie 1,:, live in Israel . Today 2 5 ,ooo Jerrs are roi ~ to that coun-
try every month, - Israel is estined to become, next to the United States , the 
greatest opulatio· cen er o_ Jew of the ,:orld, and certainly, the mo'"'t ·• 1 ~ rtanu 
cultural center of Jewish life in the world . 

So as we loo ov r the 100 years 11ich I have scanned, touching only the peaks , 
ior it is a life- tL~e stu eally, one sees t.e ce t ~ s one of great agitatio, , 
0£ high peaks reached and lo depths sunk, of heart-brec~ing frustratio s, of P~ 1-
ling calamities , but one also sees signs of life, litali y , vigor , of renewal rhi } 
au most promi ing~ 1or e onco~ing years . Inrael today i~ one- third smaller 
than it :ras 10 ears ago in population . One- thi:'d of our people was estro .. ed , but 
as we find in our pro hets , 11 Live thou in ;, .. our bloc - rise from your blood - build 
upon ruins" - that I s al.rays been the se ere t of our destiny nd the ey to our sur

vival - so I rael t o-iay· an<l hrough the oncoming years rill kno r ho r to rise from 
its suffering an· to build a nobler , finer li:fe cu of the ns o" the 

1ext eek I shall sha .--e with ,.ou t 1 • nking about the 100 ears of religious 
and cultural history of th~ worl , with special eference, of cour e ., to the reli

ous d cultural history of our 01m people during th·s century. 




