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T .KI JG STOCK OF 19L9 

Sunday, January 1 , 1950 

The year 1949 which has ended vras r.ot resonant of 1.ny importar.t historic events . 

From th t poi nt of view, it was a ood year , for in or ace im ... ortant historical 

events are , as a rule , of a calar.ri.tous nature . Blessed is the people that has no 

history, someone salci a long time ago . A people -rhose li e is calm an un ist11~:.cd, 

and hose citizer~ are permitted to pursue the even tenor of their lives undramati ­

cally and unsensationally is , in all probability, a people without history, but a 

eople v.rith a great deal of contentment and hap iness . 

I believe that our a e ITould be grateful for a little respite .from history. Our 

people vrould vrelcome a long period of unsensation 1 li v~g. It is to me a good si 

vrhen the front pages of our nevrspapers a- e not exciting , or when the editors have to 

Yrork har in order to sublimate for circulation needs a little ripple of n event 

into or.e which sweeps and echoes round the vrorld. o news is eood news . 

In this sense , the year 149 vras a relatively goo year . At home , here in our 

beloved country, our people were at vrork . Unemplo £nt was relatively small . Busi­

aess was goo1 . Business soon recovered from the temporary recession in the spring 

of the year, and our government stimulated that recovery by loosening its credit 

controls and by increased GA'})enditures for armament and foreien aid . The national 

inco:i1e for the .. ear 1949 is estimated at ?.22 billions of dollars , just 21.) less than 

the peak incone for the ear 19h8 . 

There were some dist bing strikes durine the ear - the coal strike , the 

steel strike , the strike at Ford ' s • Tvro of them were soon settled; one is yet to 

be settled, but r:one of them seriously 4amaeed America1 econor y during the year 149. 

As a result of the steel strike , one- half million men in industry are now assured 

of a minir.lum pension at the a e of 65 , of 100 a month . I am persuaded that the pen­

si on idea wi 11 come to embrace all industry oo o r or later , and I rather think 

sooner than later. All industry and al 1 American working men. I doubt that the 

areument that such pensions hav a tendency to disoo uraee thrift and personal savings 
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and to undermine self- reliance - I doubt whether this argume .t has much validity 

to it . Were every American working man assured of a saving wage - that is , of a 

wa e sufficient for that of his livelihood , that of his fanily , and at the same 

time sufficient to permit him to save something out of his pay envelope eve ry vreck -

I say, wer e every .American vmrlcine man assured of that kin ct of a saving ,·rage mich 

would justify the thouc,ht th2 t he hir,1self should provide for his ovm old age , a case 

may be made against pensions , but that, of course , is not the case . So that the 

outcome of the steel strike in terms of the popularization of the idea of pensions 

for 11orking men - old age pensions - is , in my humble judgment , a distinct gain for 

American life , a1d in the long run, for Americru1 economy. 

In September o.f 1949 Great Bri 2in devaluated the .. oun , you will recall , c11 d 

that was soon followed by a similar action on the part of other countries . The ef­

fects of this devaluation , if any , are not yet discernible in the American economy 

because ol the nany artificial stimulations vlhi our econony has received, as~ 

said a monent ago , at t e hams of our government . ut the fact sho12.ld not be over­

looked that Great r i tai n ' s devaluation of the pound at the close of the third de­

cade vras one of the major contributions to he economic collapse of our country in 

the years etween 1929 and 1933. And I 1m afraid that ,re have not as yet felt the 

impact , the ful impact , of the widenine circlets of economic influence and conse­

quences of the devaluation of the British pound. 

While our country h&:::; been exceed ngly prosperous during the past year, our 

national , our public debt has nevertheless continued to mount . In 1948 our public 

debt amounted to some 252 billions of dollars . At the close of 1949 the est:iJnate 

is that our public debt amounts to soma $256 ,ooo,ooo,ooo, a per capita of nearly 

tl , 740 for every man, woman md child in the United States . And while it is true 

that our government owes this money to its own people and not to foreign govern­

ments , nevertheJe ss the very disturbing question remains , how long can the govern­

ment keep up spending more than its income rithout ultimately .finding itself con­

fronted with the dangerous necessity of either repudiating its debt ent-♦ rely or im-
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posing such heavy taxation upon its people, which 1-·,ill be a crushing burden upon 

them and might cripple the economic life arrl enterprise of that peopJe . The experi­

ences of European countries in the last few decades with these collosal debts are 

not such as to encourage any optimism on the part of our own people here . 

The most important development during the past year in the foreign policy of 

rur country is represented int he signing of the North Atlantic Pact with 10 nations 

of iestern Europe and of Canada , a pact aimed at concerted military action in case 

of ettack directed, of course , against aggressior on the part of the Soviet Uni on. 

The North Atlantic Pact means that our country must come automatically to the mili­

tary assistance of any country signatory to this pact vmich is attacked. Thl.s pact 

signed last year is the inevitable follmv- up to the so- called Truman Doctrine 1·rhich 

was inaugurated, as you may recall, in the case of Greece in 1947 and which was aimed 

at the spread of Communism and which provided military and economic aid for nations 

striving to maintain their freedom and independence, as was stated at the time of 

the enunciation of this doctrine . 

I have on previous occasions i.scussed the implications both of the Truman Doc­

trioo and of the lJorth Atlantic Pact , and my om comment this morning is to ca at­

tention to the fact that it represents a most radical and most decisive departure in 

our traditional forei en policy, a radical break 1tl th the past , that we have set our­

selves up as the guardian of the peace and the freecbm of the world which means that 

,·re shall be involved in every political conflict and issue and in every vrar from 

oore on; that we have o 1rselves assumed a responsibility which rj ghtly belongs to 

1 he United Nations; that we have nor, undertaken the grave and taxing responsibility 

of anning half tho world against the other half. And in 1949 we voted the first huge 

sum for the armine of the Atlantic Pact nations , a sum of over one thousand millions 

of dollars , which sum is likely, of course - this is the nature of all such things -

to ow froJ11 year to .,rear . 
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on the i.nternational stage too most impressive single fact of 1949 ,·ras the 

Communist victory in China , and the collapse of the corrupt regime of Chiang- Kai­

Shek. This astounding and collosal victory of the Communist f orces in China and 

the establishment of a Communist regime in practically the whole of China , embracjrg 

over three hundreds of millions of people , is bound to have a decisive effect upon 

the ,v-hole of the Fer East. It will certainly stimulate Communist thinking and Com­

mumst propaganda in India and in the rest 0f Asia . 

The one serious question in connection with the Communist victory in China is , 

of course , whether Commumst China\•ti.11 go its <:1',mway, as Tito ' s Yugoslavia is eo­

ing its ovm vray, an independent Communist state , or whether it ·will take orders 

from an eJ...--pansionist-minded and nationalistic Hoscow. The United States is learn­

ing to get along vvith Communist states . Our recent aid to Ti to is an indication 

that vre have reco ciled ourselves to the fact tr1at for a long ti.·ne to come there 

will be Communist states in the world with vmidl we shall have to live in rthe same 

world, and l7e cannot destroy them. What we are co1 cerned about is YThether these 

Communist states intend to remain within their ovm borders or to carry on aggres­

sive , undermining propaganda in other countries , non-Comr.1unist . From this poi nt of 

view it woul d be highly desirab]e for the United States quickly to recognize China 

as India has done , as Great Bri tai. n is about to do , and to try to win it as a friend 

of the United States . Any attempt to destroy Corranunist China 1ould, in my judgment, 

be a disastrous blunder , even as Hitler •s disastrous blunder when he attempted to 

destroy Communist Russia . 

Throughout 1949 the cold war raged over the face of the earth. In January of 

last year Stalin ag in indicated a dllingness to talk about a peace pact vri th 

President Truman. He had made a similar offer before . Neither offer ras taken up . 

Recently on he occasion of his 70th birthday another feeler was put out by author­

itative Soviet sources . We preferred not to explore the possibilities of talking 

things over with Stalin. We preferred to go on with an intensification of the cold 

war . 
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Senator John Foster :)ulles, rho is .i.n the Senate, in his maiden speech in su 

port of the rorth Atlantic Pact made the following statement rrhich is very disturb­

ing and disconcerti g: He said, 11At Paris last month there v1as 3ome discussion as to 

whether to accept at all the So net-proffered truce and to resume, even on a tenta­

tive basis, four-povrer consultations. The reason was that some feared any relaxa­

tion of Eastr-West tension would bring a correspoPding relaxation on the part of the 

American people, and therefore they needed to be kept artl.£icial]y ~lamed. 

"That thesis," said Senator Dulles, "I may say, we rejected. Tie believed that 

the A>-nerican people coul d be trusted vdth the truth and that they would see that 

even if the pmxiwl peril in Europe seems less :imminent, still the European Recovery 

Program and the North Atlantic treaty could not nmv- be abando!l:?d rithout consequences 

of the gravest character." 

1 m-r this astoundin revelation ft that certain persons representing our govern­

ment at Paris felt that the American neople "needed to be kept artificially alarmed" -

has since been confirmed f'.lso by the Secret of State Acheson. This ou ht to v.ve 

us pause. It seems as if this anti-Communist propaganda is kept alive in the United 

states not merely because of the threat of Communism, but because it serves other 

m.tions to keep the American people frightenea in order that they could come to the 

Treasury of the United States and annually receive a handout for their ovrn purposes. 

And you will find that whenever such a time arrives when either eat rit~ nor some 

other country in Europe is contemplating a raid on the Atneric t easu.ry, suddenly 

the whole press of America becomes filled with ports of the imminent threat to 

America at the hards of the Soviet Union. 

In spi tc of the lifting of the erlin blockade in May of last year the rela­

tionships bet reen the East and Vest worsened. The Soviet nion vrent ahe8d with 

buildin, up its miliiary strength arrl consolidating its c·ontrol in Eastern :tirope, 

and the est, of course, consurnma:ed its consoli ation in the rorth Atlantic Pact. 

The 1est cotablished the edera; Republic of Ge:nna.ny, n tr..e Rast esta lished tho 

Ge an Democratic Republic. And in t tis regard, if I mrv be pardoned for expressing 
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a personal opinion, it is all to the good of the vrorld that Germay be kept divided 

that vray, for as long as Germany is divided there vrill be peace in Europe . As soon 

as rmany is united, we a re on the eve of the Third World War . 

A serious jolt to our foreign poli~r in relation to the Soviet Union resulted 

fro~ the announcement of President Truman in September that an atomic explosion had 

taken place in the USSR; in other roras , that Russia novr h s the atomic bomb. As a 

result vre have novr to reconsider t.he entire situation, and a new 3tatesmanship and 

a new foreign policy are novr indicated. At the moment the minds of the Russian 

peoples and the peoples of the satellite states are being subjected to an in ensive 

nti-~estern and anti- Anerican opaganda of the most outrageous sort . Those peoples 

are being isolated intellectually, cultur2lly, even scientifically fro~ the rest of 

the v.orl . And we , in the democratic countries , ,re being subjected to a ~ontinuous 

Anti- Russian propaganda which in 1949 int~ United St~tes ras cli~3Xed in the trial 

cf the eleven Communist leaders in ·Jew York which rcmilted in their conviction .:.n 

October of 1949. 

I am rather of the conviction that I am not a student of law. I am of the be­

lief that t 1ese convictions will not be sustained i the higher courts . 

The Catholic Church has done its share to keep this cold war ive , and at 

fever pitch. Time and again the Pope of Rome has called for an al 1- out war against 

atheistic, materialistic Russia . 'rl1e trials of Cardinal • n szenty in H gary and 

of other p • ests ar.d religio s Je ade:rs , and the difficulties between t e Church and 

the government of ~zechoslovakia resultine in the ex~ommunication of government. of­

t'icials in Czechoslovakia have serve<l as texts for .:.ntensive anti- Soviet propaganda 
in 

in the United St tes . And at the moment/this conflict betvreen the .l.J" st and the -rest 

the e is nothi.nr but fog , no light . 7e are ta dead end. 
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There vrere 3 me brieht lights on the internati. onal horizon in the year 1949 . 

The establishnent of the independe:-t U • ted States oi' Indonesia -i.rter 31+7 ye" s of 

Dutch rule is an achievement of utmost significax1ce , not cl. one for the peoples of 

that part of the ·world, but for the whole of mankind. It marl's the beginning of the 

end , of the final end, of all colonialism in the world . 

The new state of Israel was admitted to the United Nations in 1949. Although 

in the last month , at the closing 0£ the year- an unwise decision was made by the 

members of the United 1 at-Lons in ordering the establishment of the permanent inter­

national regi over the city of Jerusalem . I believe that the United ati ons will 

wish to reconsider that decision before long , but it vras an urnri.se decision to at­

tempt to impose m internati('\nal re ime on the inhabitants 0£ a community, none of 

whom wants th::1.t regir,e , neither Jew nor Arab . 

It is a question whether the yeer 1949 actu· y losed the first half century or 

not . Tl ere r .. as been a hot dis te in the ress about it . ~Ievertheless everybody 

has ncted as though today marks the end of one half of the century . One , of course , 

is very much tenpted to comment u on the ycar3 just clo~ed. I lk:v covered sone of 

the ground, so· of you may reca1l , a few ·reeks ago in the t\10 lectures which I gave 

on 11 A Hundred Years of opean History" ad "A Hundred Years of rican History11 • 

But I should like to make one or t-wo comments .t this time . 

This has been perha the most revolutionary half- century in the ,·mole histoIJr 

of mankind . It ushered in the flying age and the atomic age . rt gave us the wireJe ss , 

the radi.. o and the tAlevision. Einstein radically altered our concept.ions of the phy­

sical u..~iverse , and Freud , our conceptions of the psychological universe . 

Epochal advances were made in every field of science , in medicine nd health 

standards and education. rt • s been n a.stouniing half- century 1 rt witnessed the 

collapse of empires , ancient empires , vast transfonnat;ons to the map of the ·orld. 

It sa11 the rise of the United States to a pos ' tion of political and economic re­

eminence in the Yrorld rhich it a.id not ave at the turn o; the century. It vii tnessed 



the rise of Russia to a position of the secon most powerful government in the vrorld, 

a position rhich it did not have at the turn of the century. It saw the rise of a 

nerr barbarism in Fascism and aziism and their defeat in ra.r . It sa·1 the rise of a 

new collosal dictatorship in terms of Communist Russia undefeated in vrar , ~~d today 

bestriding the world like a collosus . 

This last lJO ..rears ft half of 100 years - ·7itnessed the two bloodiest vrars of 

11 time and the disruption and disorganization of the norJ.d , many re roluti ons and 

many civil wars . It ·witnessed also tvm ine fectual efi'orts at world organization, 

pac.ification of r.iankind, the League of JTations and the United . ations. It savr the 

most frightful race for armament that the world has ever seen . It 1 s too early to 

take stock of that half- century, but certa1 n thouehts are inevi talJle as vre look 

back over these years , and one of them is th t we are amazed that mankind r,as able 

to survive the titantic Mianqr disruptions and disorgnnizations of the last five 

decades , that it -as able to survive these murderous berrati0ns of Fascism and 

Ta.ziism and CoJTUI1unism and their attack upon civilization. To me , it is an amazinG 

fact having experienced, as maey of you did, the t ro World Yars which were shatter-

ing in every departr1ent of' human life everywhere . One is sta,..,.gered ,·rhen one looks 

back upon the unbridled and unleashed cruelty vhich swept over na kind in the last 

50 years . This ferocity which Te thought belo:rged to the Da k Ages and to the far­

off past of mankind suddenly loomine up , a ferocit,,r use and eveloped .: nd cxr1loit0 

by gove nments , this organi~ed effort on the part of' ereat peoples to break entirely 

,·Ii th their pc1.st , to 1·,ipe o 1t the traditions of the past, to •ripe out all t~ose moral 

rtnd ethical concepts i:rhich e identify vii th the idea of the Judeo-Christim1 trad. -

tion int e modern world . And as a result of' all that , man today finds himself' 

frightened and insecure in spite of the monumental achievements in nearly every 

field of science . 

There is no optimism in the rorld today. I think thatrs perhaps the most di~ 

heartening fact to be noted as the first half' of the 20th century closes . There is 

no optimism in the world today. There was in the 19th century - there was at the 
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close of the 19th century - an amazing optimism. Everybody assumed that ··1 e ·,ere 

moving to the far- off , divine event to -v hich the whole creation moved - t1...1tomatic 

progress . Herbert Spencer stated that "progress is not an accident , b.lt a neces­

sity ••• Always towards perfection is the mie;htly movement , toward a complete develop­

ment and a more unmixed good. 1 That was the uplifting mood of the 19th cent'JI' .f. 

They were sure of progress , sure that man was mounting continuously, higher an:i 

hieher uprm the rungs of civilization towards greater peace , tovrai"ds eater se-

curity, greater goodness in the ,mrld. Todny we are not only not s l"e of proc ess , 

we are not sure of survival. Today vre are more impressed by the malevolence of 

science than ·re are by its beneficence . 7e don 1t knm7 v, 1ere 1e a re goj ng , nor my. 

And I believe that the reason for it , of course , is to be found, as the basis for 

all fundamental changes for life are to be found , in vrrong i •· eas . "/hen moral a 

s olutes are abandoned , then other absolutes fill in the vacutun, state absolutes , 

political absolutes , machine absolutes . The 19th century accepted basic r.ior8l 

principles, and on the basis of these moral princi les, it moved forward . The 

early 20th century undermined the authority of these moral principles . The undi­

gested nev, ideas in the fie lds of psycholo , of religious relativism hA.ve shaken 

the confidence of men in the basic moral foundations upon which human society al one 

cm be built . As a result , new claims based upon moral anarcy and the repudiation 

of moral ideals have inv ded the world ., taken hold of society. 

I should like to read A. sentence or favo .from a very stirnulatine article which 

appeared recently in i.he 1 ew York Times and ·,·:hich summarizes rm of these i eas . 

The bre kdovm of the fabric of international la,:r began ri th 
the First World ··ar ; the breakdmm of standards of morality 
long taken for granted CM be traced back to tho end of the 
19th century. A gereration which had lost respect for - had 
lost even acquaintance rr.i. th - the sanctions of morality found 
it possible to conmit the hideous crimes that forever stain 
the history of the Second World rar , nai'ing it the most brutal 
of all wBrs . And closely connected ·with the breakdown o:f 
authority was that irrationaJJ t which emerged in the early 
years of the century, and particularly in Central Europe . A 
philosophy of determinism, a ph,t1osophy of m: :rht , a philosophy 
9f irrationali3IU1 detroyed the notion of the dignit of the 
individual and unhinged reason itscl:f. 
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Such phenomena as the pasecution of the Jews , the wanton 
bombine of civilians, the torture camps , cannot be ex­
plained on purely nationalistic or militaristic grounds : 
we must go to philosophy or to the repudiation of phil­
osophy for their explanation . If life had , indeed, no 
meaning other than the meaning of today ' s pleasure ; i£ 
man was of no consequence ; if there were no moral stan­
dards that anyone needed to observe ; if the struggle was 
to the strong and the cunning and the rewards wholly mat­
erial and secular, then the Hitlers and the ussolinis , 
the Russian commissars and the Japanese militarists were 
acting logically enough. 

They were acting - most of them are still acting - in the sane barbarian loric 

which has given us the kind of a half- century vr rich v c experienced. 

"·mat is the hope for the future? Is there ho;-)e for the future? I believe ther e 

is . And the hope lies in the spirit of mnn vhich fre~uently oes astray , which fre­

quently is misled, ,hich frequent]y is overv.rhelmed , but which somehow, as a1: rays in 

the past , asserts itself again and begins to grope its way back towards sanity, to­

wards justice , towards compassion , towerds th good society. That spirit of man , 

which is the spark of God in man , has not been extinguished in spite of all that •s 

happened, and here and there , in this group ar in that group , in this part of the 

world or in that part of the world , that spirit is still ruming and men and omen 

are trying to kindle it into a greater d greater light for theillumination of the 

dark places of the ·rorld. The salvation of mankind lies in nursing this spirit , eiv­

i ng all to the light of the human spirit eve~mere so that the darkness ·rhich hc'.1s 

settled p on oar ,rorld may ultima. tely be dispelled . 

The last ha.lf 100 years have not at all been a total loss for mankind. eat 

deal of progress was made in the fie ds of education , in the ~ fields of 

raising the stan ard of life for great masses of the ,·rorld , and ,mat has been ace 

ul ted in terms of knCY.7ledee , of truth, of science , that remains as the treasured 

possession of the human race for all times . 'Jru t is needed novT is the strengthen­

ine of the moral hc11 d of mankind to guide these trc endous powers which have been 

made available to it in the right direction so that it • 11 lead not to destruction, 

but to the advancement of human society. 
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I an hoping for a spiritual revival , a spir itual evangelism, a spiritual crusade 

in the next half hundred years because that alone can save our ·norld. As 1:re have 

been moving , we are definitely moving to the abyss . Thcre 1 s no doubt about it . But 

we need not inevitably move to the abyss . I obody has undervrri tten human progress; 

certainly noboc;v has underwritten human annihilation . Noth:i ng is inevitable . No­

thing is foredoomed . It is all within man , in his po·wer. "Behold, I have set be­

fore you this day life and death . Choose life f1 And the best minds of the world 
concentration 

ought to turn from here on away from all ~ in the li:>oratory towards 

greater concentration in the school and in the church and synagogue and in the home , 

in the moral relationships of human beings . If that vdll be clone , as I hope it 

will be done , then we can look forward to the next haJf one hundred years with a cer­

tain degree of optimism and faith . 




