























8=

It is not the warrior who is looked upon by our people as the indispensable man
in society, as the foundation of society. It is the Tsadik. In the Book of Eccle-
siasticus written by that very wise physician of the third century before the common
era, we come across this interesting verse: "Great men and judges and potentates
should be honored; yet is there none of them greater than he that fears the Tord."
Now, when our sages spoke about fearing the Lord, they had much more in mind than
fearing the Lord. In the first place, the words #fearing the Lord" is a poor trans—
lation of the Hebrew "Yahreh", When the Bible uses the word "Yahreh", it does not
mean "fear the Lord", but means "revere the Lord" - reverence for God, reverence for
His law, Judaism is not a religion based upon fear, but upon reverence, But rever-
ence of God and reverence of His law meant living the noblest kind of a life that a
human being could possibly live, to please God and by so doing, revere His name,
And the great of the earth are those who point the way to mankind how most nobly to
live in the sight of God, how most nobly to fulfill the moral law which God gave to
mankind,

Now, if this is so, if the philosophy of the Jew is the correct one, as I be-
lieve it is, then a measure of greatness mf is within the reach of all human beings,.
The average man — the average man can attain a measure of greatness by fearing, serv-
ing the Iord because that is not the exclusive privilege of the uniquely endowed and
the exceptionally equipped human being, What I am referring to now is greatness in
personal living even if it is not recorded in history, greatness in personal living.
To seek all the light, all the truth, all the beauty, all the goodness that one can

is to follow in the footsteps of the great and is to live greatly. And by so doing

we make a great contribution to civilization because the strength of a civilization

consists not merely in the contributions of the few revealers of new truths, but in

the loyal and faithful discipleship of the many who proceed to help build the kind
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of a society which the great envisioned. It is leader and follower together that
make up civilization, To eschew littleness and selfishness and pretense and low
ambitions is to partake of greatnessj to partake of this noble experiment, to bring
about the great society on earth; to defend freedom, everyone of us within the
sphere of his influence - to defend freedom and human rights whenever and wherever
they are challenged; to work for peace and tolerance so that we, in our little
circle, may become a blessing and so our name, too, may become great; to cultivate
uninterruptedly in ourselves the best, to cultivate our minds, our spirits so as

to appreciate the worth of the great., This is to be a companion of the great, This
is to have your being in their radiant world,

Therefore, my dear friends, while it is not given to everyone, and in fact,
while it is given to only a few to be especially - I will not say privileged or
favored, because greatness is usually not the crown of glory but the crown of
thorns - the great are usually those who suffer greatly - while it is given to only
a few to be revealers, path-finders, explorers and discoverers of new truths, it is
given to every human being to link up his life and his destiny with the adventure
towards greatness, with the program of civilization, This is not a task which is
beyond the reach of the average human being, "For this commandment which I command
theee this day", we read in our Bible - "it is not far off", It is not in the
heavens that a man need say, who will go up to the heavens and bring it down to us,
and it is not beyond the seas that a man need say, who will go beyond the seas for
us and bring it to us. "The thing is very near," At your hand] Within your circle,
in your business, in your profession, in your community. You can identify yourself
with causes and movements and activities which make for the great society., 7You can,
on the other hand, by isolating yourself in your own petty interest, in your own ego,

in your own selfishness, in your narrow family circle - you can make of your life

utterly insignificant, utterly unimportant in the work of building a civilization for

tomorrow,




In a measure, then, greatness is within the reach of all of us, a special kind
of greatness, To be great in the company of the great, amd to work for the great
society. There is a tremendous satisfaction - a tremendous satisfaction - during

our lifetime - a tremendous satisfaction in all of it, in the lives of those about

us, and even though history may not record our names, we do not have to live for

history, We live for ourselves and our dear ones, for our community, and we live

for God and in the sight of God. God always remembers. God never forgets.






