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A .,.,. YOU RELIGIOUS - ARE YOU A JE\'? 

./ 

Recently , dear friends , there a peared an interesti ng article on the su ·ect , 

"The Post- ar Revival of the Synas;ogue 11 , va-i tten by Will Herbert in the Commentary 

magaz·ne in hich the author , after noting a efinite revival in the syna~ogue , asks 

the pertinent question , rhether that revival really reflects a religious re- a-akon~ng, 

an he is not .. t all sure th t it does . He ·writes : 

, There is a religious revival und r v;ay among American Je ·rs today . 
On this fact all ·nfo .ed ersons whoF I had the op)ortunity of 
consulting in recent months sae to be a 1eed, althougl eac has
tens to qualify and interpret the i tt.c. ~ion in a some'\'i hat J.i.ffer-
en \73.7 . ':i:1.1e outv;ar signs e obvious en ugh. Hun eds of c-,rn
ago es ad reli ious educati .al institutio1s are engaced in 
builclin expansion pro ams ; one xceptionall vrell infomed source 
put the figure close to a t o 1s nd . SynaeogLle r.i.embership is prob
ably at a record level . ktny synagogues , indeed, have been co~
pellcd to close their bool:s and stablis rai tin lists , rrhile 
others !,..ave set U.:. subsidi ries or li.av 1 e found entire .. nevr 
in"'tit tions to take ca e of the ov rflo· . Attendance is also 
markedly on the increase , not only du • g the 1{igh Holi eys , but 
even t t.he regular Frid y ·ght or St · y morninR services . 
Hebrew and religious schools , particula l ~ day sc·iools , are raak
ing notable gains . As or hi6 educa tio ., the e dsh 1heological 
Seminary reported the lar~est freshltan clas~ in its history st 
year . Both the Hebre r Union Colleo;e - Je nsh n ti+,ute of . eligio 
an the Yeshiva University ., the other two leading seminaries, are 
extending their scope and activities , and scores of small yeshivas 
of w rying pretensions have sprunf; ·1:1 ;_n the rger Jc ·ri sh centers . 

Not only have synagogue aff ' liation and attendance been growing, 
b t , according to my ; nformants , the members of the congregatio. s -
even of the orthodox - are no longer primarily oder people and 
i i rants . on the contrary , they are in good part rican born 
and bred, young r.1en and women in their t\·renties nd thirti s , ·1ith 
a ~izable proportion of youngsters in their teens . Veterans have 
in many instances been active in initiating nd in building syna
gog es , a there is hardly new housing project jn arry of the 
lqr e cities without its con regation . Reaching to some extent 
even beyond the circle of syna

0
0 1e affili tio , the practice of 

ce +,ain Je vi.sh observances in the ho e h s been rrro rin.;) - particu
larly the ble.;) inu over the candles a tl1e "l:i --1ush11 on th3 a 
bath eve and the fixing of the 11nezuzah to the door ost. T11i.R is 
the genor 1 picture , and although not all my inform nts vrould agree 
on every details , it .L.c'.lirly vrell represents t. e consensus of ex
perts . 

• 

The reasons wh~ch the author ttributes to this revival of the synagogue and • 

this large increase in buildin expansion are first , the fact that our co t r y go e 
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ally is enjoying 8 ~eriod of pros erity, that many synagogues and te ples as well as 

Christian churches, are seizing the opryortunity to et done rhat ha lonrr nec-ed o

in during the yea ·s of the w-ar -rrhen building co lld rot be carried on . T. is ..:.s as fr 

as building physical structures is concerned. 

A far as the revival of spiritual interest araong Je rs , he attributes it to tvm V 

facts ·rhi h I thinl~ valid; first , the fact of the collapse o"" the whol assimilationis 

philosophy for which Hitlerism was responsible , the realizat~on that Jews are Jews and 

,v:i 11 remain Jews , and that there is no dignified withdrawal fro the Jewish cornmun· ty 

and no undignified escapism possible in the modern uorld; nd secondly, the establish-

ment of the State of srael and the great surge of pride vhich has come , • th it , and 

t e elevation of the spiri of our people which is reflected in a p oud self- conscious

ne ss which is seekinO' identification ·ri. th the Jewish cormnuni ty . And the realization , 

furthennore , as a corollary to that , that such self- identification vrith the Jewish 

community in the nited States can be onl by belon • 

also co, c the reali~ation that the continuation oft 

to thesyna o 1e . There has 

e .:.sh group in the Unite ~t tes 

and in the Dia pora gener lly, ·mich is ow accepted and to \Thich neople have either 

eage ly or reluctantly reconciled themselves - the continuation -f the Je,,t-j_ r:-h roup 

is possible only through the Je ·rish reli ••. n. T is t' e only force t at can mac .for 

Jewish survival . So that even those 1rho are religiously indifferent and skeptical are 

ready to associ te themselves with a synago e, give their clildren a Jewish education 

and perhaps evenaiopt certain of the traditional ritual observances in th ir ho es . 

Religion is a. good th j ng , they h ve come to w1derstand and so , ought to be encouraged. 

lhat raises doubts in the mind of the author , and the question whether this re

vival is truly indicative of a religious awakening among our people are 3Jme of the 

following facts . First , that with all the gains , ,nth all of its gains , the synagogue 

still represents a minority of Amer·can Je rs . out of the S, 000 .,000 Jews in the Tnited 

States, perhaps no r.iore than a million and a halr are affili ted with the synagogues , 

less than a third, which is probably a better record than int e Christian con~nunity . 
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But still an unsatisfactory record. And hardly 20% of erican Je 1s attend relj_~ious 

services at least once a month. ..Jost Jews are Vihat ~rou might call the 11rush season 

Jews" around the High !folidays . And even t.hose who do belong to a synagogue cb no 

as a rule find it the center of their interest as men and as Jews , as it was genera-

tions aao . Other concerns seem to be central in their lives - philanthropy, social 

service and anti- defamation work and Zionism or labor unionism . They seem closer and 

more deeply related to the immediacies of their life and the· core of the ·.r per::onal 

emotions . Religion is , in fact , often reGa ded as a kind of leisure- tL~e , sup lemental V 

activity, nd the synagogue is something you belon to because you h en to be a J e r. 

r01-r , this , the author maintains, is a sharp break ;ith the ast Je< .. sh tradition 

when the synagogue was a t the heart of Jcvrish life . Yfhat ,,re °' re d. tnessing today is 

the secularization of Jerrish institutions and activities, vrh"le ·re continu.e to insist 

that 1Te are noth.:.n6 more than a religious cOI!lTilunity, nd •rhile ,;re are all persuaded 

th t religion alone can insure our survival on t e erican scene , ,re nevertheless act 

as if the religious factor i1 our lives were perip eral, Trere secondary , supplemental, 

that the other interests are the omi.nant and the important one s . 

And so , the author vrrites : 

There are those who think that they can rebuild the Jewish community 
by shifting its base from religion to some secular concern - Zionism , 
11 national culture" , and the like - on the ;-round that the modern Jew· 
i incorrigibly secu19.r inded . But such programs are bound to prove 
vain and delusive . It is difficult to see how aey merely sec 1..3.r 
Jewish community can in the long run prove viable , in the modern 
world arry more than in e~rlier times . Collective Jevnsh existance 
has alrays been and is , by its very nature , essentially and inher
ently religious . Saadya (the Jevris philosopher of the 9th cent ) 
said the 1 st word on the subject ·rhen he sta .ed: "Our people are 
a people only by virtue of its Torah . " It can be taken 2.3 A. conclu
sion warranted by all history and experience that if the Jevrish 
people is to survive in the modern ,,orld, abo~e all · n Am rica , it 
can o.ly do so as a reli,ious community , and th~t mean. conununity 
in which the synagogue as a "religious• institution is restored to 
central place . , 

And final ly the author maintains that not only is the s na ocue bein relegated 

to he per·phe., of Jewish life , but it is itself undergoing a cert .:..n inner decay, 
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its own kind of secularization. It is becoming an institution in ·which religion is 

no longer indispensable . 1iany a synagogue has become ro completely secularized that 

it isneither a center for teaching , stu and worship, nor a community of believers, 

but simply a large institution entangled in a multiplicity of external activitie~ 

without religious conten or meaning. 

And the 2.uthor maintained, therefore , that 11 the reconstitution of the synagogue 

into a force capable of playing in our time the ~ame central roJe it played in the 

best periods of Jewish history demands a return to religious essentialsn . 

Nm•r, in this article the author has touched upm many vital natters and many ::;ore 

spots , :r.iany vreak spots in the spiritual composition of the Americarl Jevrish conununity . 

Take this matter , to begin -r,i "k1 the last item - the secular:::.zation of the syna ogue 

itself . There is much to be said on that subject. 'Ivlent~ years a go here in our Temple 

vre tried to face that problem frankly and realistically. lfenade a surrey in those 

years of the work of The Temple in relation to the ult· ate objectives , and our Board 

and our congregation came to the conclusion that ma of the activities in ·which we 

were then engaged raight well be abandoned , either because other agencies in the com

munity were already doing it or because they were not contributing directly to the ef'

fective functioning of the Temple as a religious institution. You vdll remember that 

our Temple was the first in the United States to establish vrhat has co1!lc to be knovm 

as the Temple Centers , the open temple , and many secular activities , many recreational 

activities were introduced into the Temple in order to make it , so to speak, the center 

of the life of the Jevtlsh c0Im11uni ty . For quite a number of years The Temple carried 

on a laree- scale progrom along those lines . But wi. th the passing of the years , other 

agencies in the cornm.tmity , cultural, educational , recreational , took over many of these 

activities , "Fhich vrere essentially non- religious and non- Jewish in character , so that 

it was felt that The Te,1.ple was really doing no more than duplicating perhaps less 

effectively what 'Vtas already being done by specialized groups in these fields in the 

community. And furthermore , it was discovered th!'lt these so-called secular activitie s 
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and recreational activities really did not accomplish the purpose , or one of the. 1 

poses for rhich they were intended - nar.iely , t h att~act the youth to the Te pleas 

relir;i.ous institution. And so , in 1929, The Temple adopted \7ha t crune to be known in 

the United States as The rew Temple Policy, nanely that all" activities of a urely 

secular arrl recreational nature , which are aj111ed at entertaining peo le nd ttract

j ng them to The Temp1e vr5- th the bait of amusement and which contribute little or no

th:.ng t.o their spiritual life , would be discontinued. " w·fe hope , " vre stated in that 

ro~ran , 11 to serve our people not less but more in those reaches of human life vrhere a 

religious institution can best serve in fulfil11aent of its historic .function and es

sential genious . The Te ple cannot be all things to all men , but it can be and should 

be a place of inspiring worshi p , of religious education, of ethical guid ~ce, and of 

Je tlsh sanctity to all meir.bers of the Jewish COT!l'l'!luni ty . " 

" e must gauge our influence not by the oise nd bustle of multifarious and 

largely unfruitful activities 1rhich may be carried on within the Temple precincts , 

bl4t by the eadiness of men and women to turn to he Te ple for the th·n s o~ th ..,pir

it and by their eagerness to share in the larger life of JcV:sh res onsibilities nd 

human i ealis • " 

Now, in this ne : program our Temple h1.s not succeede enti cly . There .as b~en 

through the years too r.iuch pressure .from too many directions, and the ux.:.li ry rou s 

of The Tern Jo do not always plan t oir progrru. s 1ri. th an e e to these centr 1 , unique 

urposes of The Tcm le; namely, religion and education. uite a number of o ro ams 

differ not one \rhit f~om the pro ams of the purely social and sec lar organizations 

in our community . And under the beguiling slogan of creating goo . fellowshi and at

tracting people , we ave been tempted, I am afrai ' , all too often to overloa our 

Temple activities rith dances and i ners and entertainments vrhich contribute , when 

all is said and done , ve y little o reli5~ous inspiration or cultural enrichment . 

And' with quite number of our peo ... le , t!1ese - the dances nd the • nners and the en

tertainments - come to take the lace of 1mrship and of Temple attendance . 

(.._...,,' 
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To be sure , The Temple - our Temple , arry Temp;Le - is for fellowship, and the 

element of sociability should not be ignored , but a s;ynagogue is not a socic1l clti.b . 

Some people really think that the Tem le should not only be a social club , bnt an 

exclusive club , forgetting that purpose of a chnrch and a te, .. ple and a synagogue - to 

make men avrare o: their common humanity, rjch and poor alike , y0un"' and old, for i':"e 

are all sinners ; vie all sta.nd in need of repentance . The synagog e is a House of d 

and a place o religious study. It s1ould not be difficult to 'aw the line if we 

keep in mind al, ays what a synagogue is and what its vrork in the communit.y really is • 

• The synagogue is commissioned by history to do ·rhat no otfier agencies in the connunity 

are obligated to do , to :ive spiritual guidance , to give ethical inspiration , to give 

education to young and old in the tenets andpractices of Judaism, int e life , his ODr 

nd culture of the Jerrish people , and to be a sanctuary for prayer an vorship . The 

syna.gogue should arouse a hunge!' for tLese things , ~ then try to satisfr that hun-

ger . 

I think in the ears to co e , after the eric JP-Yrish c oi1 u i , ettles dm·rn , 

it ,;rill ome to derstand t1ese simple truisms and the synagog1P will adjust itself , 

happily and contentelly, to .i..ts specific role in he lie oft e J vrish corr~~~mity, v ic 

i a central role . 

The 1·rri ter 1 s er· ticism tha nany s" go e affiliatio .s are .. urely form~l , t

ter pu:-ely of belonging, so to speak, or p~yin~ membe s p ues but not involving any 

eat spir.i..t11 1 ~omrnitmen s - th t is also true . The more the pit ! necause being a 

member in a ynaeogu is quite a ifferent thine than be ~ng a member , say, in~ society 

to maint in an orphanage or home for the. aged or any other ... lilanthropic institution. 

Thoe institutions we sup ort for oth rs 1 ss fortuna e whom ,e o help . A syna-

gogue we create and maintain for ourselves, nd unless we use ·t , .i..t ca ot reach s , 

it cannot serve us . ·e ha e to be receptive vessely for this ichor , this ethereal 

lu:.d of inspiration which a religious in~ti • tion can 1ivc . 
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It is quite .fantastic to say, 11 I love nusic , but I neve!' go to a ~71ilphony, I 

never o to an opera , I neve listen to music , but I love music . 11 I for oP.e am not 

intolerant of Guch Jews 1.rho have only a checkbook relatio 4s1 ip to the synagogue nd 

not a p1,ayer book relationship . I am not iJ1tolerant of them . I n 1t judge t em 

harshly, "nd certainly clo not read any Jew o t o.f the fold unless he himself ishes 

to read himself out . "A Jev, e en if he sins is P. Jevr. 11 And o course , t ere ::..s al-

V 

1, ays the opportunity of a Jew becomj_ng a 11baal shuvah11 , of €penting an starting over 

ag in . And a Je r's very affiliation wit 1 a c:-ynagoeue i~ still evidence o allegi-

ance , of a continuing even if of a vague loyalty to the central inst·. tion of he ew·

ish faith . So _ say I do not quarrel lli th hose ... eople , nd I am not intolerant of 

them, but rather , I sorry tha these neople miss int eir lives the stre eth ~ d 

the beauty ·.r. ich t e 1.essago of the syna ogue , the o est eli i u,.. u ion of 

nankin'"l, cc:.n bring to them - the uplift, the eepenin - and t e e richment of their 

lives, ·-rhich can co ... e to th n hr01.:g ... active participa icn, no+, merely belon .;,-ine but 

pcrticipating f lly, snt usiast·call in the 1· f t s g 0 e - in public 1,0 s p 

and in its ed1cational program. -;pu_ 
The author i'"' e ual y co rec u , I believe , in his criticism trJ/1,j ,1a;; affil • ated 

Jews the synagogue is not the center of their interest . The center o their interest 

i1 the Jerish community ·s p.ilanthropy, relief, local relief , moral relief, defense 

work, Zionism - these take precedence - and in many instances , to the nigh total ec-

lipse of their :nterest i the syna or!lle . know many Jews in this co uniJy nd 

hroughout the United tates - fo his community is n different .from o her communi-

ties in America - I -::novr m y Jews , pod Jm.s , fine Jews , vri-10 re lea ers in fedc a-

tious of Jevr.i.sh charities , in welf re federatioi s , in J f c re car.ipaigns , women vrho ~.re 

very active in federations of woments clubs , councils of Jewish women, Hadassah wore , 

ho seldom, if ever , come to the syn:,gogue . Jlov these activities in ,hich hey re en

ga ed re 11 very imnortant , but they 1re ~~w· 11'-111:t'Y 

substitutes for i orshi )1 rel.:. ion . They do not make for Jewish survival . They :rill 
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11 perish with the disappearance of the synagogue and the Jevri ·1 school . ·a!1y of 

the leaders of our Jewish philanthropies , locally and nationally, have very little 

ooncern with the pro le of Jewish e ,ucation and the Jewish training of the r-isi.ng 

gc eration . Their interest seems to iminish as they pass from phil~nthro y to the 

s;rnagogue , to the school . And yet , it is an iron J.a r oX Jcrrish history - r. o his-
, 

tory i • long and o .E. car. deduce certain basic lav:s which operate in our history - it 

is an iron la1• of Jevrish histortJ that no single Jerrisl1 comr.iunity .1a;; eve s11rvived 

v;hich buillt itself exclusively u on philanth..ropy and charity , upon or. hanages , upon 

hospitals; or even upon the synagogue. Only those co=uni ies su: ived 11:.id laid ( V 

the enphe.sis upon synacceue and Jevrish le rning ~nd the school . rt uill be no if

ferent in the nited ~tateD . And Jewish J.eaders ought to come to understand that 

fact . You cannot make for Jm·:ish survival s:i.r.J.ply by catering to the sick Je,,.,s or 

the old Jews or the orpha Jews . You have to cat r to the Jew-.i.sh people s a 11hole , 

to its m:..nd and its soul and its .pirit . You o th t through a school! You do th t 

throu h the cult·vatio ~ of ewi 1 lear ing, to the upport of Je-vr.i.m ca ~emies , to 

the spread of the Jewish book, and throu h making the synagogue an aJl that it stands 

for vital ., central and vibrant • n the life of the Jewish community. 

~w , this isn•t saleffi1anship , good friends . These arc the facts of history. 

~en a 1eus says to me - fre uently Jews do talk to me - nhen c. Jew says to e , " I am 

a Jew y reli ion o ly," and you·1~no·r the kind of Jews that usuaJly say that , ,;rhen a 

Je1·r says to me , 1 am a Jcv by religion o ly ," I am prepared to accept is efini t,j on 

because the"'e really is no one definition 0f Jewish life that has received the of i 

cial stamp of a roval - I am prepared to ~ccept his defini ion , but I sk of him a 

bill o: In w at i.·ray are you a J vr by relic:ion? Do you bclon to Si 

a,,ogue? Do you attend the synago e? Do you join vri th your fellow evrs in regul:r 

religious worship? That is p~rt of be·ng a religious Jew - Jew by religion. I 

know of no Judaism without public vrorship. ncient, nedieval, modern - I si::i_ ly don • t 

know of any t e cf Judaisr.1 without rorship. Do you observe JeYrish holidays in your 
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home , in the synagogue , and their beautiful historic customs which are , after all , 

the instr uments for convcyine the spiritual messaee o.f religion , just as •mod and 

raEs and strings are the physical instruments for m~king music audible and convey:i_ng 

its spiritual message . Do you observe them? Do you practice then? I lmo~ of no 

Judaism - I knov;r of no Jmtlsh religion - orthodox, conservative , or reform - th t is 

uithout them . 

Do yo 1 • i ve . ~our chi 1 en a eood Jerri sh ed 1ca tion , t.o make hem l:now, love and 

appreciate 'the values of our faith , of our culture? Do you yourself keep yourself in-

formed , educated in matters Jeli.sh . Do you support institutions and academiesof 

Jewish learning and scholarship? I don 1t knon of any Judaism without Torah , rithout 

learning. There is no such thing. The duty of learning anc. teaching was not only one 

of the funrl.amental duties of Jewish religious life - it was the central II itzvah" of 

Judaism. 

t when to all these questions which I put to tl is friend of mine , ·;ho talks to 

me abo t Judaism, uhen to all these quest;_ ns he can only reply that he pays dues to 

a Temple or th t he contributes to charity, I tell h:ir:l , u rother , .e arc not talkin 

of t1e same thin t alJ_ , and you kno:v- it. 11 That ki d oi' c religion is certainly not 

the reli ion of the Psa1mist 1ho s id, 11B tter a dar in Thy co rts th n a thotisan 

elsewhere . Ho·r lovely are Thy dwelling 1 ces , O Lord of Ho..,ts . 11 T ~t kind o__ re

li ion - empty, abstract , starved, emaciated - ~s certa~nl not t1e reli ion oft 

Pronhets \·:ho said, 11 Call unto .. e a'1d. pray unto I e , and I ·;iJ.l nswer you . Seek e n, 

you rill find e . When you seek J.ie ·fi. th all your heart ." It is certa • nly not the r 

liuion of Jevrish law which said, "Thou sh lt meditate therein day and night . " It is 

ccrt~inly not the religion of the bb · s , who said, 'The stu of the Torah and Jew-

ish learning is above all other meritori o s deeds and cominDn ents ." 

I 



- 10-

vrell , are you religions? Are you a Jevr? These are the criteria . To be a Jew-, 

my dear friends, involves E;reat comr.tltments . Judaism is an easy religion , a.nd yet , 

a very difficult religion. The Bible , HThis commandment which I command thee this 

day ,is not in the heavens that you need to sa··t, who vrill go up to heaven and bring it 1 

down to us; it is not beyond the seas that you need to say, who will go for us beyond 

the seas and bring it to us . " "The thing is very near unto you. 11 You can cb it if 

:;cu want to . It • s near; it•s accessible . Itts not a religion of extremism; it doesn't 

call for ascetism; it doesn 1 t call for terrific self- denial; it 1s not a religion for 

angels , for.monks , for anchorites - it 1 s for human beings ! In that sense it•s an easy 

religion, livable and practical. But it ' s also quite a difficult religion . 

There are theosophies in the world ·which offer men a minimum of religious disci

pline and a maximum of peace of mind. Jud~ism doesn•t do it. Judaism al ways spoke of 

religion as 11the burden of the Kingcb m of God". It I s the sort of a burden t,ha·t lifts 

all other burdens from the human soul; it makes a man tr1ly free; it emancipates one . 

For the greatest adventure of all is the spiritua adventure . 

Judaism has been define 1 time m again h°IJ our sages . It is not merely the doing 

of justice and the loving of mercy; it. is not merely a matter of et:1ics . It is also 

' 

that of ralldng humbly with God. Religion is a. matter of piety , also -

~on to God , and the seeking of God. One of the classic ways of seekinG 

of deep devo-~ 
God is to 1-;or- { 

ship . 

An ethical system, my dear friends , is not yet a religion . Our religion begins 
begin 

with God. "In the beginning God created. " Our ten commandments/with God . ttI am the 

Lord , Thy God . 11 A Judaism without the consciousness of the presence of God in our 

lives and all the spiritual commitments that fact brings Y1ith it is no udc1.isn . When 

the Prophet Jonah was asked , before he vras. cast into the sea, who he as , he said , "I 

am a Hebre'V{, and I VTorship the God , the Creator of Heaven . " That 1s a HebreYr. He vror- J 
shipped the God vrho ere ted the uni verse . 
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To be a Jew means to have a sense of the covenant in one's life and a sense of 

the mission in Jewish life . We were designated as a kingcb m of priests . A priest is 

no priest who never attends to the altars of his sanctu~J. ve were to be examples 
I 

of religion, leaders in religion for mankind. To be a Je-vr is nto learn , to teach"; 

not merely 0 to keep the commandments and to do them" but to learn and to teach, in-
., 

creasing ~ourself spiritually, augmenting the domains of your soul and transmitting 

to your children all the accumulated e;;:perience and kno-vrledge and insights of your 

.forebears. That I s Judaism. A secularist Jew - a secularist (.Tew is a sort of vestigial 

Jew. He ' s a hang- over . . e has survived because of his Jeyr.ish ancestors , but he ':!_ kes 

no contribution to the surv:tval of the fait~ c~ his people . And there are 11 too 

many seculP..rist Jews in Jewish community life mo •rish to be leaders in Jewish commun

ity life , vrho set the tone in Jewish community life and direct our institutions which 

the Jevr.ish community builds and maintains. I don't en°V"-J them the job , but they are 

not good examples of this totality of ewishness vhich alone will make , not m rely for 

our survival, but for a real dynamic and creative ro ,; hich the Jewim comm.unity can 

play in the years to come in this gracious land of ours . 

And so, my eood friends , livin as we do today in what is definitely a transition 

eriod , liv:ing at the time when the establishment of the Jevtlsh State has forced the 

necessity for new orientation and nevr definition on the p rt of eve Jevr livin out-

side of Israel , this is a ood time for Jews individuall and Jews colle tively to ask 

themselves , are ·re religious? Are :1e reRlly Je·:""? • t does it mean in te s of 

1950 to be reli jous an to be· Jewish on the ~~erican scene? 

'i 
I 



Sunday, cApril 16th, 1950 

"Annual Alumni Service" 
10:30 a. m. 

IN THE TEMPLE 

RABBI SILVa 
wlll preach 

♦ ♦ 

Members of the Alumni will participate in the Service 

and will ten'e as ushers. Make tltis er fom;fy service

joined together in worsfiip. 

"Stump the Experts" 
8:00 p. m. 

IN MAHLER HALL 

PANEL: 

RABBI NODEL 
RABBI STONE 

and 

Representing the Alumni Study Groups 
Judy Terr Lenore Steinberg 
Dick Wengel Mannford Mann 

Roger Bercu-Moderator 

PRIZES TO THE "STUMPERS" 

Information Please 
You' /I get if 

Dancing 

Members and dates-free 

Don't miss it 

Refreshments 

Non-members-50c 



Sec. 34.66 P.L.&R. 




