
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         162           58           821 
 
 

The Cold War, 1950. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE COLD ~ 

SUnday, April 30, 1950 

My dear friends, as a by-product of the Cold er which is today the normal order 

of our world, unfortunately, there is taking place by way of a side-show a domestic 

cold war of our own, in Washington a partisan war of nerves which is mald.ng the air 

thick vd th charges and accusations of Communism against public officials, against our 

state Department and other departments of government. Congressional hearings are be

ing held and senatorial dignity is being sadly frayed as heated controversy develops 

over the testimony which is being presented by repentant Communists, by ejected Com

munists, by suspected Communists, who brand each other as liars and, for all I know, 

may be telling the exact truth about each other. And this smog in Washington will 

probably not lift until after the electi ons in November. 

In the meantime, the average American citizen is greatly disturbed by all these 

violent charges, as yet entirely unsubstantiated , by the inuendoes and the gossip, and 

the average American citizen is led to imagine that his country is imminently threat 

ened by wholesale betrayal in the key posts of our goverrnnent, at the center of our 

government, that oscow has its agents, that espionage is rampant, that our bureaus .._ 

are honeycombed with reds, and that America is in the gravest of dangers from spies / 

and .from Communists. 

In my humb::e judgment a great disservice is being rendered by broadcasting .from 

the most powerful station in the world, the Congress of the United States, without 

first thorough investigation of such charges. A great disservice is being rendered 

not only to the people directly a ccused and to the maey patriotic men in government 

service whose loyalty is being made suspect; it is a great disservice to the men who 

are responsible for the conduct of our foreign affairs in the world, whose position 

and prestige have been undermined vis-a-vis the representatives of other governnents, 

but it is a gross disservice to the average American citizen who is becoming confused 

and alarmed, and is, therefore, being diverted from clear and logical thinking which 
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he must do for the sake of his country in these very dif.ficult and dangerous times in 

which l"re live. The average American citizen is not being instructed or enlightened, 

but as in some of these horror melodramas, he is being emotionally assaulted and 

thrown into a panic. 

Senator McCarthy is .faithless to his trust as a Senator of the United states when 

for publicity or for political aggrandizement he exploits the post and the immunities 

of his high office to smear public men and departments and agencies of our government 

without first taking his information, if re has any, to the available agencies o:f our 

government for investigation, and, if .found true, for prosecution. There are such 

agencies available and in existence for just that purpose, and those in Congress who 

aid and abet, wittingly or unwittingly, the tactics of Senator McCarthy are doing 

greivous injury to their country, to its institutions, to its :freedoms. 

President TrUman is to be applauded for the statement which he made about a week 

ago before the Federal Bar ~ssociation in which he first of all cut down to size the 

reality of the Communist menace in the United States, thus helping to restore to our 

people a true perspective on this problem of Communism in the United St tes which 

demagogues and partisans have so shamefully in.flated. President Truman said: 

We know that the greatest threat to us does not come from the 
Communists in this country, v£here they are a noisy but small 
and universally despised group •.•• The fact of the matter is -
because of the measures we are taking - the internal security 
of the United States is not seriously threatened by the Com
munists in this country. There are proportionately fevrer Com
munists in this country than in any large country on earth. 
They are noisy and they are troublesome, but they are not a 
major threat. 

Moreover, they have been steadily losing group since their peak 
in 1932, at the depth of our greatest depression, when they 
polled the largest number of votes in their history. 

And the President draws attention further to the measures which have been taken 

by our government to curb even this small and noisy group. 
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We have prosecuted and obtained conviction of eleven top ranking 
members of the Communist Party in this country. We have success
fully prosecuted many other persons related to crimes in this 
country related to Communism. We have also prosecuted and ob
tained conviction of a la' ge number of alleeed Communists on 
charges of contempt for refusing to testify before Federal grand 
juries or Congressional conunittees. 

We have now under investigation the cases of over 1,000 citi
zens to determine whether steps should be taken to revoke their 
citizenship on grounds involving subversive activities. One 
hundred and thirty-eight persons are under orders of deportation 
on grounds involving Cormnunism • 

•.• The F.B.I., the agency loyalty boards and the Loyalty Review 
Board have quietly and effectively carried out their job of pro
tecting the integrity and security of our government. 

And the President concludes by calling attention to what he regards as the correct 

way of meeting any possible threat of Communists to our 017n country, and indicating 

also what he regards as the wrong way • 

• • • we are working quietly and effectively, without headlines or 
hysteria against Communist subversion in this country wherever 
it appears, and we are doing this within the framework of the 
democratic liberties we cherish. 

That is the way this Admini5tration is fighting Communism. That 
is the way it is going to continue to fight Communism. 

Now I am goi ng to tell you how we are not going to fight Commun
ism. We are not going to transform our fine F.B.I. into a 
gestapo-like secret police. We are not going to try to control 
what our people read and say and think. e are not go i ng to 
turn the United States into a right-wing totalitarian country 
in order to deal with a left-wing totalitarian threat. 

In short, we are not going to end Democracy. We are going to 
keep the Bill of Rights on the books. Yle are goi ng to keep 
those ancient hard-earned liberties which you •.• have done so 
much to preserve and protect. If w.e all rork together to main
tain and strengthen our democratic ideals, Communism will never 
be a serious threat to our American way of life. The example 
we set for free men everywhere will help to roll back the tide / 
of Communist imperialism in other parts of the world. 

I have outlined for you my program against Conununism. This is 
the way I have worked against it. This is the way I shall con
tinue to work against it. And I call on all faii-m.inded men and 
women to join in this good fight. 

I say that President Truman is to be applauded for speaking up as he has done at 

this time when irresponsible people are endeavoring to create a mood of hysteria and 

panic for which tmre is no warrant in the realities of the AJllerican situation. 
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Much of this uproar in Washington stems from what is claimed to have been the 

failure of our government and of our State Department policy in China, and the fact 

that the Reds have been victorious in China. And much of the ammunition which is 

being used in attacking certain prominent people who opposed Chang-Kai-Shek and his 

nationalist government - much of the ammunition is being supplied by the very heavily 

financed Chinest Nationalist lobby in Washington. 

Now, the Communists won in China because the . then-existing Nationalist government 

of Chang-Kai-Shek was corrupt, was inept, was more concerned vdth power and with graft 

than v.ri th serving the impoverished and war-wearied masses of China. This is not the 

testimony of Communist propagandists; this is the sober conclusion of anti-Communist 

Am~rican and European students of the situation, and this is the report which was 

brought back time and again by American diplomats who vrere sent by our government to 

investigate the situation in China. our state Department issued some months ago a 

comprehensive review of America's policy in China over a period of years and called 

attention to the tremendous efforts which our goverrnnent made to maintain Nationalist 

China with money, with arms, and the hopelessness of that effort because of the cor

ruption and the ineptitude of the government. Here a few weeks ago Secretary of State 

Dean Acheson, speaking in san Francisco, declared: 

For years the Chine~ struggled with unbelievable courage and en
durance and patience against the adversities of nature, against 
internal division and strife and against foreign enemies until the 
end of the war seemed to bring almost within their grasp the 
achievement of the hopes for vrhich they had been striving. Then 
the failure of their government in response to their needs, its 
ineptitude and blindness destroyed all their confidence and sup
port. The Nationalist Government was overthrown in China not by 
force of arms. It collapsed from its own inherent weakness and 
the withdrawal of the people's support. 

'.rhe Communists won by default, not by what they offered. They 
employed the well-known Conununist technique of probing for weak
ness, and on finding it, expoiting it to the full. As a result 
of the blindness, ineptitude and ineffectiveness of the National 
Government and the cunning of the Communists, the National Gov
ernnent today exercises authroity only on the islands of Fonnosa 
and Hainan 

and since this was written, on~ on the island of Formosa. 
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A new deal is clearly due in our relation with China, but not in the direction 

as Senator McCarthy and some of the others would wish it - not in the direction of 

resuming our financial arrl military aid to the beaten and discredited Nationalist . 
government of China which has been driven out of that country and is hanging on pre

cariously in this island of Formosa. This new deal must take the direction, in my 

humble judgment, of an early de facto recognition of the regime actually today in 

control of China, and cultivating as in the past years the friendship of the Chinese 

people. It is not at all sure that China will be content indefinitely to take orders 

from Moscow, even as Tito has refused indefinitely to take orders from l!oscow. Chin

ese patriotism - and there is tremendous patriotism among the Chinese people and 

great love of country and great pride in their ancient history - Chinese patriotisn 

may in the long run find a most trusted friend in America, a more disinterested am 

altruistic friend than in expansionist and imperialist and dictatorial Russia. As 

some keen observer suggested,"Acceptance of Marxist ideology does not necessarily 

mean taking orders indefinitely from Moscow." 

There is, therefore, no service rendered to America for world peace in any par

tisanship attack on the Administration because of the triumphs of the Reds in China, 

a situation which our government was utterly helpless to prevent. And those rho in 

the United Nations have refused to seek the representatives of the new government of 

China, but have persisted in permitting the representatives of a fugitive arrl dis

credited government no longer in China to continue to speak for the Chinest people and 

there'By compelling the representatives of the entire Communist bloc in the United 

Nations, in protest to absent themselves from the important working cormnittees and 

organization of the United Nations, thereby bringing to a practical standstill the 

work of the United ~tions. I say, those who have done that have likewise not ren

dered aey service to the United Nations and to the cause of world peace. 

My dear friends, because of what has transpired in the last •year or two, because 

of the Cold cl' which is now raging, people everywhere have begun to despair of the 
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United Nations which seems to be going the way of the old League of Natiors. Secretary 

Trygvie Lie is on his way to Moscow at the moment to see whether this institution, the 

hope of the world, the League of Nations, cannot still be salvaged. Former President 

Herbert Hoover a few days ago proposed a reorganization of the United Nations to ex

clude the Comnnmist countries. He urged the creation of a united front of God-fearing 

nations against the tide of what he called Red agnosticisn and creeping Red imperial

ism, to reorganize the United Nations by excluding the Communist countries. Now, this 

can be done quite easily, but after you have done it, what have you? Certainly not a 

United Nations Organization. Certainly not a world organization. What you vrill have 

is a military alliance of a certain number of countries against a certain nwnber of 

other countries. 

The Soviet Bloc today represents more than JO% of the population of the earth, 

over 700 millions of human beings are within the orbit of political Cor.ununism, and the 

other 70% is not within what you might call the democratic or the Western orbit - not 

at all. ite a number of the countries within this remaining 70% rould be unwilling 

to join this bloc of the moral, of the religious nations of the 1orld. They have time 

and again indicated, some of these countries, their unwillingness to align themselves 

either with one or the other of these world power groups because that would tear them 

apart inwardly, that would make for perpetual civil strife vdthin their own country, 

for these democratic countries are not free from Communists, native Communists. 

After the United Nations will have been reorganized, as Mr. Hoover suggests, with 

Communi t countries excluded, there will still be the need, as there was before the 

creation of the United Nations, before the creation of the league of Nations - there 

will still be need for a forum, for a meeting place where states not of the same mirxi, 

of differing minds ani of differing interests and of differing ideologies, could meet, 

where the Soviet complex of states, the so-called Atlantic Pact complex of states, and 
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the so-called neutral states could meet in order to carry on international relation

ships, in order to resolve as far as possible difficulties which arise between them, 

and to lessen as far as possible the dangers of war. 

The undermining of the League of Nations after the first World war, through the 

absence or the withdrawal of some of the great powers, was the prelude to the second 

World var. In 1939 on the eve of the second orld War the United States, the Soviet 

Union, Germany, Japan and Italy were outside of the League of Nations. Now, the ques

tion which must confront us today, as we hear people ta1 king a bout reconstructing the 

United Nations to exclude one-third of the peoples of the world, is, is the United 

Nations breaking up, and is this to be the prelude to the third World ar, the atomic 

war. 

But in the last analysis, what good will it be, if we hold say, Russia responsible 

for the break-up of the United Nations and for the next war? What good "rill it be? 

No one will vdn the next war. No one but Tohn Vo-Vohul, no one but Death and Chaos. 

It may give us satisfaction, pleasure to b elieve t hat the soviet Union is entire

ly responsible for the Cold War, perhaps it is. I t may give us satisfaction to be

lieve that Russia is responsible entirely and exclusively for this furious arnis race 

which is now in progress and for all the conditions which eJd st today and which in too 

past were always the storm signals for the approach of war. But what then? How have 

we helped matters merely by entertaining these conclusions? How are we helping to 

avert the war which no one but death can win? 

But I am not so sure thP t we are entirely faultless in the situation which has 

devel~ped. Many people are not entirely convinced that the foreign policy of our 

country in the Ja st few years has always been wise and always been correct, nor that 

our attitude towards the United Nations has always been helpful. e charge Russia 

with aggression in Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Rurnania. ndoubtedly, there was 

aggression there~ but it should be remembered that these states, especially Hungary 
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and Czechoslovakia c:11.d Rumania swung into the Red orbit, so to speak, in 1948, but 

the Truman Doctrine which proclairred to all intents andpurposes the intention of the 

American government to intervene in the affairs of foreign nations rhenever they are 

threatened by Communism., which in other words threw the gauntlet dom1 to the Soviet 

government - the Truman Doctrine was proclaimed in arch 1947. The Truman Doctrine 

did not come in response to the aggression of the Soviet Union in these states. e 

took over the burden of military aid in Greece which Great Britain couldno longer 

bear in support of a monarchist government there, and e justified our coming into 

an area of the world so far removed from ours, rhere historically we had no contacts, 

no interests, no commitments, on the ground that we must hold that part of the lorld 

for democracy against the threat of Communism. 

In that act the Soviet Union saw., or it capitalized upon that act, to spread the 

idea of the £irst evidence since the World War of the capitalist encirclement of the 

Soviet Union, and the strikes which are Comrnunistical],.y inspired in France arrl in 

Italy and the Berlin blockade followed the Truman Doctrine, not preceded it. American 

economic aid to Europe which came to be known as the Marsi all Plan was not channeled 

through the United Nations. It could have enonnousq enhanced the prestige, the author

ity, the power of the United Nations in the world, if the aid which we rere prepared 

to give and shou1 d give up to a point to help restore the economic life of the war-

torn countries of the vrorld, of the whole world, had been channeled through an agency 

hich had been created by the nations of the world just for that purposes and similar 

purposes. e side-stepped the United Nations. And because the arshall Plan or the 

Marshall proposals, rhich were originally intended to be open for all of Europe, for 

all the countries of Europe, coming as it did after the Truman Doctrine, was quickJ:y 

interpreted on the part of the Soviet Union as another evidence of the conspiracy on 

the part of the United States to extend its influence over smaller nations in its 

anti-Soviet campaign. As a result, only Western European countries becane benefici

aries of the Marshall Plan, and a sharp division of the world, schism, was tragical:cy' 
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extended and enlarged. 

I don't know where to place the blame. I do not know that the blame can be 

placed in arry one spot. The Soviets., drunk d.th victory after t.he victories of the 

second world war., believing that the United States would quickly withdrmv from Europe 

and convinced., too., that a catastrophic economic depression would soon overtake Amer

ica., and thus., paralyze its diplomatic activity on tre international scene., the Polit

buro became in the last few years intransigent, arbitrary., high-handed) certai. n agree

ments were violatedJ certain unreasonable demands were made) certainly they did not 

exploit every opportunity for cooperation that was offered to than; certainly their 

position on the international supervision and control of the atomic bomb was unjusti

fied from eve_ry point of view. The Soviet leaders did not direct the energies of 

their party to the basic work of reconstruction in the Soviet Union and recovery frcm 

the ravages of the war., but they encouraged and tfley, stimulated and inspired Communist 

propaganda all over the world. Mistakes were ade., I believe, on all sides, and I am 

not equating the responsibility, for I am in no position to do oo, but it is not all 

white and all black. Certain fundamental misconceptions led to this tragic situation. 

The Russian leaders were really in many ways intellectually quarantined., self-isolated 

.f'rom an understanding of the vast currents that are sweeping over the rest of the 

world. The leaders of the Soviet government underestimated the basic concern of the 

.American people with the preservation of democracy in the world. They misinterpreted 

our motives time and again. They gambled foolishly on our economic collapse. We in 

turn here underestimated the strength of the Soviet regime. We perhcp s relied too 

much on our monopoly of the atomic bomb arrl everybody was startled ,vhen in September 

1949 the President of the United States announced that Russia, too, was in possession 
• 

of the atomic bomb. 

We underestimated., too, and we are still doing it - not merely government offi

cials., but the average American citizen - underestimating the appeal of Communism to 

the masses of the world even when it does not have behind it the power of the Red Army 

or the conspiratorial assistance of Moscow propagandists . There are vast masses of 



human beings on this earth that are unhappy, that are in want, to whom any appeal for 

a change is welcome - masses in Asia, masses in Africa, exploited, downtrodden, dis

criminated against because of their color, exploited by so-called democratic empires 

to whom this universal message of Communism, its theory, its ideology, its kessianic 

motif are music to their ears. And these misconceptions, misinterpretations have 

brought about a condition of the cold War between the East and West which is leading 

to the break-up of the United Nations, which may be the prelude to the next world war . 

Now, the question which I ask myself - and I am certainly not a Communist and 

certainly lmow more about the evils of dictatorship than others who have perhaps not 

observed it as closely as I have had opportunity to observe it - the question that I 

ask myself is, is it worth-while to make efforts and repeated efforts time and again 

and at every opportune moment and to seize every occasion to put an end to this Cold 

War. Or shall we rely entirely in our foreign policy upon the monetary aid W:hich we 

will have to pour out year after year in order to hold a certain group of nations as 

friends? We have already spent JO thousand million dollars in grants and loans to ch 

just that. Our national debt has risen from 1917, when our national debt was 3 billion 

dollars, to 1949, when our national debt is 257 billion dollars. How long can ·re con

tinue this process of trying to bolster up an unworkable foreign policy by pouring out 

money and relief to nations, and by giving them military weapons, by financing their 

military budgets year after year. There is an end even to the vast re sources of our 

country, rich as it is. Shall we rely exclusively on that, or shall we rely exclusive

ly on building up such military strength year after year as will in our hope discour

age aggression on the part of anyone and thus, maintain peace in the world? 

On this subject I should like to read the recent book of John Foster Dulles cal~ed V 
"War and Peace"• we shall have the plea.sure of welcaning John Foster Dulles as our 

guest on the occasion of our Centennial Ban:iuet. This book of his, "War and Peace" :is 

a very thoughtful, a ver,J substantial discussion of the basic problems confronting our 

world today by a man who has been close to the international scene now for nearly four 
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decades, and .-rhi l e one does not always agree with him and need not always agree with 

him in his conclusions, there is wisdom, penetrating insight into many of his observa

tions. John Foster Dulles writes in his chapter on "The Role of the Militaryn the fol

lowing: 

\Ve are engaged in an annament race. The race is very exciting, and \ V 
it is eaey for the followers to be carried away by their excitement J 1 

and lose their sense of proportion. 

We are, as a nation, working intensively to make atom and hydrogen 
bombs and jet bombers, and we feel, we need to have everywhere good 
places from which to launch them. We feel our government should get 
for us bombs and bases, and get as many of both as possible. We 
have not stopped to count the cost in political and moral disadvan
tages. Public sentiment in this matter is strong and makes it hard 
for civilian officials who themselves see that safety is no~ to be 
found merely in the modern equivalent of horses and chariots. 

Mili tary needs are important, and a strong military establishment 
is a necessity. But we shall fail in our search for peace, secur
ity and justice unless our policies, in reality and also in appear
ance, give p~iority to the hopes and aspiraticns for peace of the 
peoples of the world. Let us remember these facts: 

The Kaiser followed implicitly the dictates of military expediency. 

It was t he same with ussolini and Hitler i n the 1930•s. 

It was the sane with the Emperor of Japan. 

Each of these governments had, at the beginning ~f war, great mil
itary advantages. Each was defeated. 

The peoples of the world have long looked on the United States as 
a peace-loving nation. Because of that vre have had good will every
where and when rar came, we were able to organize great alliances 
that marshalled most of the manpower and resources of the world 
agai nst those who vrere deemed to be militaristic. Our moral author-
ity, in time, overcame initial military disadvantages. 

Let us not trade that moral birthright for a mess of potage. As a 
result o:f excessive zeal to give the militcLry whatever they pro
fessionally suggest, we have Jet it appear that we have gone mil
itaristic. The Soviet Union, which has perhaps the greatest mil
itary force in the world, ·those leaders preach the necessity of 
violence, ,appears as the advocate of peace. biut 

It is imperative that our goverrunent shoul d get good military ad
vice. I have no doubt that we are getting it, for American of:fi
cers are the most competent and most patriotic of any in the world. 
But that advice should be weighed by those who believe that war is 
not inevitable, that we can and must have peace, and that it may be 
necessary to take sane chances for pe~ce. Ind~ed1 hi~tory suggests 
that only those who are willing to 'take some chances ror peace nave 
a good chance of winning total war. 
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The Cold War is not a solution of our world problem. Building up huge military 

establishments is not a solution. Reorganizing the United Nations to throw out a 

third of mankind is not a solution. There is no one sin~le, simply solution. No one 

has the fonnula. The solution lies in the direction (a) of building up to maximum 

strength that organization for international cooperation which is in existence and 

which is being threatened, by ijhrowing more and more of our help, by investing it more 

and more with authority, with oompetence, vri th function, ·with effective leadership, 

therefore, in international affairs. We should be much more concerned with the United 

Nations than we are with any other single item in our foreign policy, and we should 

seek out every opportunity, even when opportunities time arxi time again, having been 

sought out, yield nothing; v1oanve are rebuffed. We must continue toseek out every 

opportunity for cooperation with the Soviet Union., not because we are weac, but because 

we are strong, because we are the only country which, if freed from the meshes in 

which we have unfortunately entangled ourselve with other andlesser countries, with 

other policies and other objectives in mind - I say, we must seek out every opportunity 

for contact with the Soviet Union, ,vi.th its leaders, for agreement on details here and 

there until the number of details cumulative sum up to a major agreement. Unless we 
with 

do that, our world is facing a desperate situation and our country will be rent/that 

sort of thing which is now talcing place in our capitol. 

Spiritual leadership, ~oral leadership in the world is not an easy thing. It 

isn•t a pleasant thing. It 1s a desperately hard thing. Leadership is a crovm of 

thorns, of great responsibility, but leaders of our country in the past, in times of 

crisis, rose to the challenge of the hour, saved the situation, as I am persuaded we 

should do it again today. 
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Text of Truman's Speech Telling of U. S. Fight on 
WASHINGTON, April t4 (APJ 

-Thr. text of Pr ideut Tniman' 
addrc,,.tf toaight before the Federal 
Bar As. ociatio, follow11: 

I am delighted to be at thit! din
ner tonight, and to join in com
memorating the thirtieth anniver
ary or the founding or this fine 

organization of Federal lawyer . 
I would be hard tor me to deny 

that I am friendly to lawyer . 
The r cord would speak against 
me if I did . 

i • of the nine member of my 
Cabinet are lawyel's . o are quite 
a few other top officials of the 
Executiv Branch. 

When you couple thia with the 
fact that over halt ot the Hou e 
of Representatives ~nd about 
two-thirds of th Senate are law• 
yers, as well a all our Feder!ll 
judge , of course, you can s e 
that- o far as the Government 
of the United States is concerned 
-the legal profession is no just 
a passing fancy. It is probably 
here to stay. 

Our lawyers have a primary re• 
sponsibility in th maintenance of 
ju lice. This i particularly true 
of the Government lawyers, who e 
fir t devotion must be to the pub· 
lice intere . The public inter t 
do c; not mean only th inte1est 
of the Government. It mean al o 
the protection of the rights of in
dividual citizens. 

Our concept of justice 1·epre
. ents a basic differece between 
our sy tern of government and 
tha of th totalitarian states. 
Jm1tice is the foundation of true 
democracy. Our system of jus
tice preserves the freedom and 
dignity of the individual, and his 
right to think and peak a he 
feels and to orship as he pleases. 
I protects him in the &! ertlon 
of his rights even against his own 
governm nt. It make certain 
tha his as e1·tion of those right 
will be fairly con idered and ju t
ly decided. 

T rannical Force a lf"D&<'e 

Bu there i in the orld today 
a tyrannical force which doe not 
reco nize justice as we know it. 
It i force which cru hes the 
minds and bodies of tho e under 
its control, and seek to enlarge 
itself by aggression and by false 
promi es of freedom and economic 
security. 

Wherever thi! force extend , 
there is no fr edom of speech, no 
freedom of religion. no freedom 
ev n of opinion. The Sta i the 
all-powerful arbiter of m n' 
word and act~ . Huma.n di ni y 
and hum n !re dom are mean
ingles . 

A~ainst thi tyrannical fo1·ce, 
hich we know as Communism. 

the nited tates tands as the 
g1ea champion of freedom . 
A ainst this fo1ce. the nited 
States has developed and PUL into 
effect a positive program 
strengthen freedom and de 
racy. Our program is sbap 
strengthen the United States a 
to help other free nation pro 
them Ives against aggreasion 
and subversion. 

Since th end of the war we 
hav~ taken far- eeing step , un
precedented in the hi tory of the 
world, to help other free nations 

f'h11ild from th de truction of 
war and trengthen their demo
cratic institution . Our programs 
o~ forei n aid ha.ve ma.de it pos-

1ble for these free nations to r 
sist Communist aggres ion. 

The Greek-Turkish Aid Pr 
gram, the far hall Plan, 

orth At1antlc Treaty, the ,Iili
tary A si tance Program and our 
support ot the United Nations are 
major element in our central 
policy to work for a peaceful and 
prosperous world. We have taken 
the leadership in aiding under
developed areas, a.nd in reducing 
trade barrier betw en nations. 
We are keeping our military 
forcf' s rong and a.I 1 t, and we 
s.re giving meaning and strength 
to our join defen e al'l'an e• 

t ~-i h o her countrle . 

ommunl t 'ol y. but F w 
e hav done a11 hi hecau~e 
1ep1e ent enlightened ,elf-

condition in the United State11 in I o the. ha is of un upported 
which communi m annot po • 

ibly thrive. On he other, we are 
titriving hard blow at Commu
nist subversion whet'ever it is 
found. 

We are vigot ously pres ing do• 
meslic programs to improve the 
standard of living of our peo 
to a ure equal opportunity: f 
aJI, and to p1 omote their h al 
and education, and their ec ri 
and freedom. These p1ogr m 
, et'e not sp cifically desi ne as 
anti•Communi l measure .' 
would have had them evt>n if 
there were not. a sing! Commu• 
ni in the world. evertheles . 
they ar among the st1 ong s 
anti-Communi weapon in ou1 
whole arsenal. 

Communi m has little appea 
for people who ar healthy. well 
educated, prosperou , and free 
Moreover, there a1e f w thing 
that will do more to prevent th 
Communi ts from winning follo 
ers in other lands than a demo 
tre.tion by the United tat that 

democracy truly means a better, 
eer life for everyone. 
While we have been working t 

improve our Democracy, we hav 
been fu1ly aware of the threat o! 
Communi t subver ion within our 
own border . Th1ough the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and out· 
other ecurity force , through 
prosecutions In the courts by the 
Departmen of Justice. through 
our Federal Employe Loyalty 
Prog1am. and in many other 
ways, we have vigorously attacked 
Communists wh revr their activi
ties became a threat to our liber
ties. 

There has been so much confu
sion recently about who is doing 
what to defeat communism in 
thi country, th t I think the 
record should be set straight. 

tead_ W r on ommunl m 

Thi admini tialion ha fought 
Communism with action and not 
just with words. \Ve have canied 
on thi fight with every !aw on 
the tatute book , and we have 
recommended new law ·hen we 
found they were nece ary and 

ould be framed without impair
ing the very freedoms we •re 
e king to protect. 

o known instance of Commu
ni t ubver ion--or any other kind 
of subversion-has gone uninvea
tigated. 

o case where the fa.ct war
r nted ha gon unpro ecut d. 

e have pro~ cuted and oh
tained conviction of elev n top
tanking member!'. of the Commu
nii; Party in thi~ country. \Ve 
ha v succe~ fully p1 o ecuted 
m ny oth r p !'Sons for crimeii: 
1elaled o Comnfoni m. \Ve have 
al o pi-o ecuted and obtained con
viction of a lari:e numb r of al
Je ed Communi. t on charge of 
contempt for refusing to testify 
b fore Federal grand juries or 

ngressional committees. 
We no, have under investiga• 
on the ca es of over 1,000 citi

zens o determine 1vhether steps 
ahould be taken to revoke their 
citizenship on grounds involving 
subversive activities. One bun• 
dr ed and thirty-eight per ons are 
rnder order of deportation on 
t·ounds involving communism. 
Th re i~ no tn rica1, 

Jife in which the Comm uni t party 
i making headway. The Commu
ni ts have done their best to 
penetrate labor unions and th 
Government, but they a1 bein 
. ucces fully fought on both fronts. 
Labor ha been doing a splendid 
Job of cleaning it hou e. In the 
Federal Government, the mplo • 
loyalty program •ha. been an out
standing succes , and Gov rn
ment lawyers have contributed 

reatly to tha re ult. 

Prorram Doubl •Barrelt>d 

I t up the employ loyal y 
program thr y an11 a o ·ith 
two objectives in mind. 

I was det rmined. a. fRr as i 
va. humanly po sible. to ee that 

no disloyal per. on should he m
ployed by our Government. 
wh th r he was a Communi~t or 
a native Am dean Fa ci or th 

ilve1 hit t 01· Ku Klu . Klan 
variety. I wa equ lly dete1 min d 

, that loyal Government employe 
hould b protected against ac

cusations which ·.., ere fal e, mali
cious, or ill-founded. 

c arges. They actually resent the 
emocra.tic afeguards o! the loy. 
ty program. All his confirms 
e in the conviction that it i a 

ound and effective program con
eived and carried out in the 

1'.merican tradition. 
he F. B I ., the agency loy

lty bouds and the Loyalty Re-
1ew Board have quietly and 
ffectively rried out their job 
C protecting the integrity and 
ecurity of our Gov rnment. The 
oyalty Review Board is the cen

tral 01ganization which direct 
he hole program. It i. divided 
hout half and half between Dem· 
crats and Republican. and is 

aded by a distingui h d Re
ublican lawyer, Mr. e h Rich
rd on, who erved as Assistant 

torn y General of the nited 
Slfl.tes under Pre id nt Hoov r. 

Under the supervision of this 
oa1d, the loyalty program ha 

·id the Government of all em
loye who were found to be dis
oyal-and they w te only a tiny 
raction of 1 per cent. 

o Di loyal on Payroll Toda 

Not a single per on who ha 
b en adjudg d to be a Commu
ni or otherwise disloyal remains 
on the Government payroll today. 

The able men charg d with ca1·
rying ou the loyalty program 
know that k eping di loyal per
on, out of the Government i a 

bu iness which mu t he done 
carefully and objectively. They 
know that the job cannot be done 
hy publicly denouncmg men as 

"Communists" without having evi-
dence to support such charges, or 

Y backening the character of 
per ons because their view are 
different from thos of the ac• 
cuser, or by hurling sensational 
accu ations based on ossip, heat
ay, or hunch. They know that 

no on whose pi-incipal oncern 
wa11 the security of this country 
would try to do it hat way. They 
know that anyone who had in
ft.>rmation about ommuni t ac
tivi y and who placed the . ecul'itv 
of thi country bov el I h 01 
parti.an consid ration would 
turn that information over to th 
F. B . I., o that it could he pt op
erly inv stigated and the nee s• 
aary action taken . 

I have been surpri ed to ~ 
how much ignorance and misun• 
der· tanding there i abo 1t the 
lo alt' program- v non th par.t 
of person ·ho should know bet• 
t r. It has occurred to me tha , 
p rhaps. they do know better-
hat, pnhap~. th 1·e is . ome ile

ment of polltic in their ace •, 
tions. 

Refu al or Fil 

A large part of thE' hue and er 
about the loyalty program ha· 
cente1 ed on my 1 efu 1 tc turn 
over to a Congr~s ional commit• 

e confidential loyalty tiles con-
erning individual employes. I 

have already stated several imes 
the reasons why these files mu t 
not be disclosed. I want to re
state them briefly, now. 

The preservation of the strict t 
confidence with respect to loyalty 
files iR the single most importan 
element in operating a loyalty 
program which provied effective 

\; 1 tJ' fo the Go , um nt and 
ju. tice for the individual mp)oye. 

The disclosure of these files 
ould not only destroy the whole 

loyalty pl'og1am but would !'i
ously damage the futm·e u ful• 
nes of the F. B . I. Information is 
riven to the F. B . I. in con
fidence , , hich th F. B . I. ha 

orn to protect. Breaking he 
confidenc would not only greatly 
~tnbarras and even endanger the 
Informants involved but would 
rravely impair the F. B. I. ' • 
ability to e tu u1e information 
!tom o her onfidential oui·ce!'.. 

Opening thes files would !'e
veal F. B. I. proc dur<' and 
m thod . It might 1 veal hi 
eci-e information vi ta l t 

national securi y and of 
Value o forei~n na io 1 . 

Dl~clo ui-e of he me... • 
!!UI in , e1 ious mJu. icf' to 
r puta ion or man • innoce l pe -
on~. This i. 1 ue be an- P 

F. B. I. invei, iga ive file dn uot 
contain proved info1 ma ion on) •. 
They include unverified char,.e!'I 
and tatemen ts, as w II as m 1 e 
uspicions , which, upon investi a

tion, are found to be unt1 ue. 
If I hould now open the e file .. 

loyal and distinguished Ameri• 
can . 

Thi question of maintaining 
the confidential character of in
formation which the President 
determine 1t would not be in the 
pub ic interest to disclose is not 
new. It goe back to the begin
nings of our Government. Wash
ington, Monroe, Jackson, Cleve
land, and Theodore Roosevelt are 
only a f w of th Presidents who 
have taken the ame position 
which I am taking. 

Despite th historic preceden , 
with which I wa thoroughly 
familiar, I ave he most careful 
consideration to the recent re• 
quest of a enate committe for 
access to the 1oy.i1ty file . I ob• 
tained the views of Attorney Gen
na! McGrath, Loyalty Review 
Board Chairman Richardson, and 
F. B. I. Director Hoover ibefore I 
reached my decision to deny this 
request. All three were unani• 
mou in recommending to m in 
the trongest possible term that 
I re.fuse to make the files avail• 
able. Th decision was mine and 
I made it. I am confident that no 
President, what ver hL party, 
would have acted otherwis . 

U. lvil ervic Held Be t 

The Federal empJoye loyalty 
program ha demonstrated ~hat 
the United States hns the mos 
loyal civil service in the world. Jt 
i a splendid ot aniza.tion, which 
l am proud to head. 

Of course, in an organization a 
latge a the United State Gov
ernment it is always po ible, 
despite the greatest precautions, 
that then~ may be a few bad in
dividuals. We shall not for one 
minut relax our vigilant effoi-t 
to protec th security of the 
Government. 

The present Attorney G neral 
and hi Pl edecessor have r • 

1 peatedly asked that if any per on 
hR any infol'mation about the 
pie ence of anv Communist in the 
Government, it be furnished to 
them. 

I now repeat that reque l. 
It any citizen know of the 

p esence of a single Communist 
o • other ubver ive person in any · 

edei-al job, le him furnish that 
in ormation, and · the evidence 
which supports his belief, to th 
Attorney General or to the F. B. I. 
Any information that may be 
furnished in response to thl re• 
que t will be promptly investi
gated and will he acted upon if 
the allegations Rre found to be 
true. 

The fact of the matter l!!-b -
cam~ of the mea ures ,·e a1 
faking he inte1 nal sccUI·ity of 
he l'ni cd States i~ no eriously 

threa en cl by the ommunlsts i 
thi country. There are propol'• 
tionately fewt>r Communists in 
thi countxy han ln any other 
larg-e country on · P.arth. They ar 
noisy and they are troublesome, 
but they are not a major threat. 

Communl t Lo Ing Ground 
foreover, they have been stead

ily lo ing ground ince their peak 
in 1932, at th depth of our great
e t. depression , wh n they po1led 
the large t number of votes in 
their histo1y. 

There is R right way and & 
, nn ,,,3 • ,:, ig 1t com1nunl n . 

'I hi mnm1 t1 at1on 1s ctorn£ 1 
the right ,, ay, the ensible "\\ ay. 

Our attack on Comm11ni m i. 
embodied in a positive. threefold 
program: . 

One. we Rte slt ng henmg our 
o ,·n d fen and aiding free na
tion. in other par of the wo1·ld 
.o that we and they can effec
tively r isl Communis aggres
sion. 

Two, "·e are working to im
prove our democl'acy so a o 
give fui-thPl' proof. both to 0';'r 
own citizen and to people tn 
other p rt. of the world, th t 
democ1 ary is th b ~t sy tern of 
govunment that men haYe ~·et 
de\"i ed. 

Tht ee. •p are ·ot king oui 1 • 
hu effec ively, \"i houl h('ad ines 
or hy ria. Agam omn \\Di t 
. uhv I ion in hi ,·ountr • , •he1 -

\:l'I' it appc;i,r .. anrl •, • a1•p noln.'!' 
hi. 'l hin the fl a.me,, 01 k of he 

df'mor1 a i libm 1e~ we chf't t. h. 
Th11 i'I he wa. • hr'I Admin1 -

Communist 
tralion is fighting communism. 
That ia the way it is going to con• 
tinue to fight communism. 

Now I a.m going to tell you how 
we are not going to fight Com
munism. We are not going to 
tl'ansform our fine F . B. I. into a 
gestapo-like secret police. We are 
not going to tr to control what 
our people read and say and 
think. We are not going to turn 
the United States into a right
wing totalitarian country in order 
to deal with a left-wing totali
tarian threat. 

In short, we ar not going to 
nd D mocracy. We are going to 

kc p th Bill of Rights on the 
books. W ar going to keep 
thos ancient, hard-earned liber• 
ties which you lawyers have done 
so much to preserve and protect. 

If we a11 work together to main
tain and strengthen our Demo• 
cratic ideals, Communism will 
never be a serious threat to our 
American way of life. The exam
ple we et for free men every
where will help to roll back the 
tide of Communist imp rialism in 
other parts of the world. 

I hav outlined for you my pro
gram against Communism. 

Tha is the way I have worked 
against it. 

That is th way I hal1 continue 
to worlc a~ainst it. 

I call on all fair•minded men 
and women to join in this good 
fight. 

U. er of wa hing macltlne , p 
full nine-pound load In your 

hlne for each wa bing. 
\ a te \ ater by 

large -JU&ntlt 
ount of work. 

to AUSTRALIA and 
NEW ZEALAND 

~51 ·2 hour.. total clap. d 
time to ydne • from an Fran• 
Cl 0, 

:.C. 13 hours faster than any 
other airline chcdulc! 

~ Luxurious comfort in giant 
4-cnginc Douglas OC-6's ... 
pre surized, air-conditioned. 

~ Roomy, full-length sleeper 
ber h'I t no ~:dra far~, for that 
l'Jtl ,,;gl,t in the air. 

nlimitcd stopO\ er at H n• 
olulu or Fiji if you wish. 

3 FLIGHTS EACH WEEK 
San Francisco to Sydney, dep. 
Mon., Thurs.; San Franci co to 
Auckland, dep. every Fri. 

RESERVA TIONS FROM : 
n11r oral Trti., l'I .\gent or 

O"RPOR TIO • 
4'.?0 ,1 (Ii on . .\ ,.,. ::-, ,. \Ot-k 1;, 

T.-1.: l' l ,nT ~-~,!l60 
,L LIL\l, l.L \(,I T 

BCPA(!l'1' 
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 

PACIFIC AIRLINES, LTD. 
• . 'e kno, that the g1eat
e t hrea to u doe no come 
from the Communists In this 
country, here they are a noi:sy 
but 11mall and universally de pised 
group. The greatest threat comu 
,.-. ...... ...------ Commun! t imperialism 
a road, he. e the center of its 
military and economic strength 
lies. The real danger is that Com
muni m might overrun o her free 
nations and thus s rengthen it elf 
for an ultimate attack a a.inst 
us. 

The loyalty pro 1 am 
drafted by able and e.·peri need 
person to protect the security of 
the Government and to safeguard 
the rights of its employe . I i 
the first time in th history or 
thi country that we ha.ve had 
uch a program. The Communi ts 

and their friends, as w 11 a some 
incet idealists, ay that i is too 

d La tic. The f al e pa trio s and 
ev n ome honest reactionai-ie 
ay that it i enthely too mild. 

I would create a precedent !or 
future ca e in which acces to 
these files is demanded-and there 
""ould be many of them. Thi 
would completely de roy th 
Joy lty prog1am, ince , as experi
ence show . i would mean an at
temp o tty all loyal v cal'el' over 
again in newspaper headline!', al
though they had ah eady bPen 
care ully con!--idered and fairly 
decided by a bi-partLan board of 

-----• . /11cCl'Cel'f/~ 
Bu al hough communi m is not 

a rnaJor force in thi country, e 
are taking no chance on its be
coming t1ong here. On the one 
hand, we at working to c1eate Th y , ant u to dismiss employes 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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