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THE STRU,.,GLE BETWEEN DE110CRACY AND DICXATORSHIP 

How Real Is It? 

Sunday, October 15 , 1950 

The struggle , dear friends , betvreen democracy and dictatorship is very real in

deed. It has been very many decades arrl many generations . It is today. But it is 

very confused in our day, and the line is not at all clearly drawn. Ue seem to be 

listenint:; to a confusi on of tongues , to sor t of a battle in semantics . Fot all who 

call themselves Democrats and who champion democracy are really true democrats at 

heart , and not all who hurl the epitlet "dictatorship" nre really averse to the use of 

the methods of dictatorship when they serve their purposes . 

And because or t his linguistic Babel, because of this battle of catch-words -

democracy, dictatorship - our clear thinkine on these subjects is frequently roiled and 

muddied, andour resultant action is accordingly disordered, contradictory and frequently 

baffling, even to ourselves . 

It might surprise you, for example , to learn that the Soviet dictatorship regards 

itself and calls itself democratic . Especially since the adoption of the Soviet Con

stitution in 1936 Stalin and his associates in the Communist dictatorship have been 

very fond and very eager to characterize their form of government as democratic . T.ey 

evi dently regard any form of government under which a country is ruled for the benefit 

of its people as democratic . The fact that that country is run by a small r roup that 

holds absolute power and ruthlessly suppresses all opposition in no way militates in 

their minds against their definition of democracy, and t ey have no trouble in ration

alizine; their posj_tion . They maintain that the dictatorship of the proletariat is only 

a temporary phase , a temporary device , by which they had to seize power from the ruling 

classes o vrould not have surrendered their povrer through any peaceful, democratic pro-

cess, and their dictatorship is a device by which to hohl _ that power aeainst capitalist 

counter- revolution and attempts to destroy the rule of the proletariat until ruch time 

as the classless society is firmly established and the whole state machinery, the whole 
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state cppa.ratUB will wither away and with it, all forms of suppression and state domin

at ion. Thus , they regard their dictatorship as a sort of authoritarian democracy , if 

you ,rill - a passing phase in the evolution of their society into the perfect democracy. 

This, of course , is sheerest nonsense, as the last 30 years of Communist dictator

ship in Russia have demonstrated. Dictatorship during these 30 years - and 30 years is 

a lone time - dictatorship in Russia has not gro,m less rieorous , but more - nore relent

less , more ruthless , more oppre~sive . The individual has received none of those rights 

which the Bolshevik Revolution promised to bestow upon him. He is less free today than 

he was under the Czars, though materially he is undoubtedly better off, and better off 

in other ways, too . 

Dictatorship never passes over peacefully into freecbm . Dictatormip never liqui

dc1t. es itself. The ruling class, the ruling group 1nder a Communist dictators1ip , as 

under any other form of dictatorship, does not willingly abdicate or surrender any of 

its powers or privileges , and the ruling group in Russia possesses vast powers an:l vast 

privileges . 

It is , therefore , a sort of a clever but not very convincing dialectics to call a 

system of goverrment which tolerates no opposition political party, which sends critics 

of the goverrunent to concentration camps or the firing line ., which outlaws free speech, 

a free press and a free assemb. ... ., ano ·mich punishes ferocious y any deviation from the 

prescribed line either in thought or action - to call such a system of government demo

cratic . It is certain y not democratic in our sense of the term, in tho Americn sense , 

in the Anglo-Sa'Con sense of the tenn - a goverrnnent of t he people , l>y the people d for 

the eople - government wherein the final authority rests not ·ri th the state , but with 

the citizen, wherein the majority rules but the minority must be free to be heard., free 

to criticize , free to organize political act~on against the majority so as to unseat the 

majority and vote it out of office . It is certainly not democracy as we know it based 

upon a Bill of Rights which protects the individual and the minority against the possible 

willfulness of tyranny of the majority or even of the state itself. 
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I say, there is much confusion today in the use of terras , and thcrefo1e , in our 

thl_nking , and therefore , in our action . But keeping t0is definition of democracy in 

mind, t he American definition , the true definition of democracy, vie must take a step 

forward and realize tmiaQC that Russia today is not the only dictatorship in the worJd , 

and that CoITI.t11 nist states are not the only dictatormips in the world today. 1!any of us 

like to forget that simple fact . There are many other states which are not de ocratic , 

which are not Communist ., vrhich we do not condemn as violently as we condemn the sov.i. et 

Union - in fact , which we do not condemn at all - because their economic system does 

not seem to be as obnoxious to us as that of the Soviet Union. And so ., when we speak 

of democracy , we have two kinds of democracy in mind , and when we speak of dictator~hip 

we have two kinds of dictatorship in mind - the kind we like d the kind ,•re d::> n t t like . 

Recently a great exponent of true democracy in Latin America, the editor of that 

famous newspaper , "I.a Prensatr in the Argentine , vrhich has been put in a strait- jacket 

of suppression by Peron , the dic't,ator of the .Argentine . The editor , Alberto Gainza 

Paz , was recently honored in the city of Hew York by his journalistic confreres , and 

he took occasion to say at this gathering a few days ago : 

It should be frankly recognized that v e i'ace a cbuble danger; a 
sham an- b.mericanisn and a sham democracy. We must defend our
selves against the fiction of democracy . Freedom of the press , 
of worship and assembly are often violated on our continent . 

Quite a number of the states south of us , Latin .American states , who are within our 

friencD.y orbit , vd.th whom we cooperate very closely., are unabashed and ruthless m d 

brutal dictatorships . In fact, just a few short years ago vre were fighting to defend 

human freecbm and civilization, not against Communist dictatorship., but against the fore

most anti- Communist states in the world - Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany - and we wel

comed in this war as a powerful ally Communist Russia. All t lmough the yea.rs bebveen the 

two V\orld Wars we were propagandized to believe that the real enemy of Western democracy 

was Russia. Hardly vras the First \1orld War over than v,e sent an expeditionary force into 

Russia in an attempt to crush the Bolshevik Revolution in 1919 , and thereby giving the 

Russian people a complex from which they have never been able to shake themselves ., a 
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complex of what they call capitalist encirclement . 

Right after our victory over the Kaiser we proceeded to break the powers of the 

workers • and soJd iers' goverrnnents which had been established in r.iany parts of Qermaey 

after 1918, and we helped to restore to power the ousted officials of the Kaiser , the 

Junkers and the militarists, because of our fear of Communist Russia . And of course , 

the Western Powers helped to build up Hitler in an effort to contain Russia , and yet, 

when the showdmm finally came , 1<11hen we went to war, it was not aga:inst Communist Russia 

that we went to war , but against the Hitler-Fascist- Japanese aggression and lust for 

power and world dominion. 

Those are facts we forget, facts which we s '10uld not forget , and I suspect - I do 

not know - I suspect that in the Third Vlorld War , if, God forfend , there is ~ be a 

Third World War, we shall again be fighting a resurgent Germany, nationalist and mili

taristic as ever , bent upon revenge, the return of lost provinces and lost prestige , 

bent upon world domination, a Germacy whom we shall help again to re-arm, as we did 

once before , under our fatal obsession and fear of Communist Russia . Our Secretary of 

State has alreadymlled :for the rearming of estern Germany as a bulwark against Russia . 

The Pentagon is all in i'avor of it. Fortunately todc:f for the peace of the v.orJrl , Ger

many is still weak and partitioned. Sho1ld Germany ever he reunited and reamed, I am 

afraid that the Third World Viar will be upon us . Unless Germany is de-militarized and 

neutralized and lifted from the field of power politics , a Third World War is inevitable 

and it will originate as the first two Vforld Wars , not in Moscovr but in Berlin. 

Is it to serve the true ends of democracy that we now propose to reann an unrepent

ant, unde- na.zified Germany which has alrays fermented enmity between the East and the 

West? Is this to be regarded as a part of 011.r world- wide crusade to de.fend democracy? 

At the close of the second World War at Potsdam in July 1945, the leaders of the 

great powers which defeated Germany - Truman, Stalin, Churchill, Attlee ... met and re

solved, and this is part of the agreement which was signed at Potsdam, ~ 

~ 
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German militarism and azisrn will be extirpated • • • all clu sand 
associations which serve to keep 8live the military tradition i 
Gernar.y shall be complete~ and final1y abolished in such manner 
as permanently to prevent the revi al or re-ort1anization of Qer
t1c1n militarism and 1-Jazism •••• To Jestroy the I ationn.l Socialist 
Party and its affiliated and supervised organizations , to dis
solve all Nazi institutions , to ensure that they are not revived 
in any fonn , and to prevent all Nazi anc.l militarist activity or 
propaganda . . •• Nazi leaders , influential Nazi supporters and 
high officials of Nazi organizations and institutions and any 
other persons daneerous to the occupation r its objectives shall 
be arrested and interned. All membersof the Nazi Party who have 
been more than nominal participants in its a tivities • •• shall be 
removed from public and semipublic office, and from positions of 
responsibility in important private undertakings . 

This Yras the first reaction , a. sound and logical reaction, of the leaders of the 

great nations who went through the agony of the or1d Tar I to crum this octopus of 

Nazism which brought such disaster upon the world . They determined to tear it up root 

and branch, this noxious weed which poisoned the life of the peoples of the v , rl d . Jiy 

that was only five short years ago . Those who had observed this progre.m of de- Nazifi

cation without exception really h e come to the concllro on that de- lazification is a 

failure . This is a statement of one of tte princi al. men who was charged vri th the task 

of carryine out the de- azi ication program in Germany . n.Amcrican iljtary Goverm.ent 

long ago abandoned re onsibility for the placement in really important pri ate and pub

lic positions of persons of positive emocratic convictlons . The responsibility was 

turned over to the Qermruw ., m ch to the grave concern o.r those Americans who saw the 
!'I 

development at close range . The trage'y of ,eimar in failing to replace persons of 

known anti-Democratic convictions in private and public institutions is well known, but 

it was apparently no lesson to the .American policY"IJakers since there were no safeeuarJs 

ret ined such e. s the screening of key personnel in Gennan government and industry . It 

is easy to see," concludes the writer"that the democratic and anti- Nazi fervor which a c

companied the drive of our occupation troops into Qennaey is gone . In Uay U4S the word 

azi was anathema; in 1949 it is no longer soi amone the Gennans it is practically ac

colade . As righteous ambassadors of demo racy we rere prepared at all costs to eJ:tirpate 

azism. The gragedy is that we have paid the cost nd are nowwitnes ing he azi re

vival . It coulcJ.ntt happen here , but is happening now 1" 
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In the city of Bremen, for ex.ample , ifJ out of 61 police officers ,ere former 

Nazis ; 65% of the top positions of the Justice Department are filled 1ui th former Jazis ; 

75% of the highest positions in the Finance Department are held by former T • .azis . And 

as far as the trials of Nazi criminals are concerned, the following figure~ maybe of 

interest . 

'le have witnessed a series of acquittaJs and shockingly light 
sentES.1ces for many notorious and dangerous Nazis . In the few 
cases here prison sentences were pronounced , they were usual
ly far less than the period which had already been spen in 
confinement awaiting trial , so that the subject was :imrlediate
ly freed . Thus Hubert Hildebrandt , head of the foreign-labor 
branch of the Labor Ministry, top assistant to Fritz Sauckel 
(v.rho w-as hanged at Nur mberg) and deep] involved in the ae:r-
man slave- labor program., was classified as a razi " follmver" 

and fined 250 marks . Gerhard IQopfer ., an SS major- general and 
second man to ] artin Bormarm in the Nazi Party Chancellory, was 
classifie as a "minor offe 'e 11 • Karl .. olff ., SS lieutenant
general , long Himmler 1s top personal aide and later chief of 
all SS and police activities in Italy, after awaiting trial for 
aboot four years in internment , was sentenced to four ,,e;ars 1 

imprison:nent , and thus set at liberty seven da rs later . 

If such men are to go free , there is little . oint in excclucline 
those of far :paler I.azi hue from normal em loyment . Indeed, 
the ponderous denazification 11mill" has ound rapidly and 

exceedingly coarse in the British Zone , out of r.iore than 20 , 000 
former SS and Party offici-3. lE' ho were "tried" , only 143 rere 
still in prison by February 1949. In Bavaria some lh , 000 I azis 
were classified as 1tr."~ajor offenders" or 11offen ers" , but in May 
1949 , exactly 55 of these were still serving sentences . 

AntiseMitism is rampant in Germaey again, and all the practices , including dese

cration of cer eteries , are again in full swing. Neo- azi , para- military units , under

ground groups are again being orgffi ized rapidly. Close on to 100 newspapers have a 

peared vrithin the 1 st year vrho are edited again by the same azi editors who filled 

their papers wi h all of Nazi vicious propaganda in the years before the war . No re

form of the school system has taken place , and the same Nazi teachers and professors 

are back in their classrooms . Thj s ; s all that is left of that illusory hope to ere te 

a free and democratic Germal'zy' i. our lifet:ime . 
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Novr , the question which we h;,.ve a right to ask is, how do we help democracy i 

its struggle against dictatorship by helpine to strenethen anu to bui d up this war

mongering nation in the heart of Europe , Trhose nationalistic , militaristic , irredentist , 

aggressive tendencies no one really denies , and whose industr ia1 output , and there ore ., 

its military potential , is rapidly climbing back to its pre- war level . Germaey as a 

bulwark of democracy , as an outpost of the great American tradition , is just a collosal 

and ghastly delusion . Gennany will fight - Germany will fight for revenge , for 0 lebens

r aum" , for vrorld dominion , for "Deutschland uber allesrr·, but it is the height of folly 

to expect that Germany will fight to defend the Truman Doctrj_ne or the principle of our 

Declaration of Independence . 

And is it to serve the ends of democracy that we now pro~ose to ann and finance Franco 

Spain? The congress of the United Stat.es , against th0 advice of the President , voted an 

appropriation for Franco . The . :rnerican ~gion a fe, days ago demanded that Spain be re

admitted, or admitted into the United Nations an rearr.ie • The Unjted Nations has con

sistently refused to admit this butcher Franco am • s government into the United • a-

tions and has aslr~d all the membersof the United nations not to 53nd diplomatic repre

sentatives to that country . An attempt is now being made in the name seeningly of 

ser-n ng the cause of democracy by containing Communist Russia to white-wash this Fascist 

goverruJ1ent . Franco , like Hitler , beguiled many nations into helping him destroy t! e 

Spanish Republic because he set himself up s the strong defense against Communism. He 

had the backing of the church in this effort , a.nd now democracy must turn to Franco -

Franco with his precarious hold on a land of deepening poverty and its badly equipped 

army and his bankrupt finances - the ereat western democracies have to turn to this man 

as the saviour to save them from dictato.cship. 
and 

How do we hope to maintain/to build up the morale of struggling democratic peoples 

all over the world if we woo and align ourselves with this notorious ., bloody, Fascist 

ruler and dictator? 
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If ever we have to fight Russia, nd one dreads to think of such a possibility, 

we shall find little aid and comfort in a 1 0stern Germany rh.i.ch cannot be defended and 

cannot "be trusted and in a decrepit and bankrupt , rnscist Sp~in . 

Uy dear friendj, if we are really to concern·with the preservation of democracy 

in the world , recognizing thRt there is this struggle cetween the forces of freecbm am 

the forces of tyranny, that the struggle is a real one, a bitter one and~ prolonged 

one , there are in my humble judgment "b1vo thinf;s which we can cb constructj vely. One is 

to help the democratic peoples economically to jncrease their production , to raise their 

standard of living, to row strong econom:i.call.,y and improve the llves of heir ci ti ns, 

to l:e p them, of cou1.'tie, within the limits of our own economic st~ ·ility, forour. re

sources are not inexhaustibJe and our power to help has its defjnite limits. But a:J vre 

give these republics and democracies, the true democracies in the ~rorld , vrhich are be

set today with so maey l::,f'.r'ave economic handicaps , as ;c gi r-e them econor.iic aid and sup-

port to better their economic life, m are helping :o r nethen de~ocracy in those 

countries whose peoples are emocratical..ly inclineJ, who h2ve a real , historic , deep-.. 
seated love and affection and devotion to the democratic vray of life . 

That is contemplated in one of the measures that was a ~lopted by the Ccn~ress of 

the United States . 

And secondly, to strengthen and to exemplify true democracJ at home . People fail 

to realize that America , by the mre fact of its existence , its achievements , its in

stitutions , has exercised tremendous influence 1pon the course of democracy in the 

world in the last 175 years . .1any of the suppressed peoplesof the earth wer0 inspired 

by our example -to throw off the chains of tyranny and set themselves free . We exported 

ou emocracy in rJore than a century and a half , but not really by ba ttJe ships or by 

jet planes . Tho3e are poor vehicles fo:b the exporting of democracy . Ue exported them 

by the contagious example of our successful and desirable vrc:y of l ife , by the example 

of our free and conte ted citizenry , by the standard of livi g which we achieved here 
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ur c1 r a e1. ocra t ·.c s, ster.1 0..1. gove ru ent . Here • n the Uni tel'i 3t:1te s democrac, has .. 

s ovm :itself to be a productive and life- givine , an efffcie~t form of life , a blnssine 

to its pco~le . And in my humble juderr.ent, • f •,·re ·rill conti ue to ke 1 o r errocracy 

just that - free , ..1.r0e from militarism, free .fror.i intolerance , free from polit ·cal~ e-

p ession, political constraints - if we shall continue to increase the ellbei. 1 of our 

people ., raise their standard of life an t.o give them increas.'ngly a hieher sense of 

security , rrellbeing, we shallcontinue to advance he cause of d,mocracy throughout e 

world by the mere fact of or existence, our being here and 

we do it, democratically . 

i ne w t t we do in he v;ay 

Dictat,orship has far less o offer mankind than democracy. at these small eoples 

of Asia are oing by submj tting to Co:r.1..inunist control is not ue to the fa.ct th they are 

actually persuaded of Corruuni m, of its doctrine , of its i eoloQT, but ~ eca sc the 

Cori111u.~ist armies co~e o them at the monent as 1·berators and redeemers of cruele r 

de s than ,hat they at, the momen i.rr."'00e upon t. c • 

stru..,eling for freed.an, for n e 0.1. feudalism, 

ac ard peoples o 1sia are 

exploit tion, of poverty, f misery 

and their pre sen rulers do not see 1 to )e concerned i.'li th the vrellbein;j of the masses , 

so they turn to any niessiah who romises immediate liftine of burdE)ns , release fro .. 

opp ession. ut th t is a pass:ine; phase , and onJ .... a assing rh, ~e . Dome racy has nnch 

more to eive to these people han dictatorship e e can . 

I am not a voca ing that rn • n the U • te' .:;tates should no take reasoi able nre

caution against the _oes within, against he traitor in our i st ., aga· ns th:? foreig 

agent - not at all . In the kin of a world in vh ich --.; e live , it ~ nld be suicidal f or 

democracy to be so naive as o not to protect itself against those w11o bore from • hin, 

against those r<ho would o violence to the esse .tial free m and securi t o. c-u r count ry . 

But vre ought to gua d ourselves that i. n excess of .fear -re <h not destroy the ver1 f r ee-

doms hlch ·· e seek to conserve and to sa egua d . That is not a ver:l easy thing to , 

to find just the roper teq iq e , the pro er n a ~quate formula ., but it must be , ne ~ 

A othe!' action d · ctated by panic , b r ~ , might drive us into a eries of repre ssions 
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contrain s d terrorization which , bo~ore very lo e , would sim ly real e mocker,,r of 

our Bill of Rights and of our basic nerican liberties . 

rn my humble ju gment these arc the onl:r two ways .:.n vmich ..,.,.c cqn . cl ... der1ocracy 

today in its struggle against dictatorship . Democracy cannot be ach:i eved ., der.ioc.cacy 

cannot rin its battles - let I s put i that •;ay - in its struegle again,...t dictato!'ship 

through war . That sounds almost heretical , bu all yo· h re o do is to think of the 

last t-rro vrars hich vrere fought in he name of def en • ng democracy. . e 10n those wars , 

magnificently vron the wars , and tragically lost the purposes for 1vhich the vrar was 

fought . Democracy cannot thrive amidst the ruins and the poverty an the hate wblch 

wars brine about. 

Therefore , the free democravies must learn to have sufficient confidence in th m-

selves to be 0 reatly patient . liey mus Je arn to live for a long ime in the same 

1•·orld, si e by side , ni th non- democratic countrie.., , build inti. up al~ ays their o m in!1er 

str ngth, believing as they have every right to el · eve ,hat their own inherenJ. truths 

and their own moral superiority ,vill ulti.mRtely prev il ver here . 

The human race is fi•eq_uently given to .fatal do as . Durine the 16th and 17tl cen-

tury Europe was vic·t.:imized by one fatal docr.ia; namely, that E rope r1u c either wholly 

Catholic or rholly Protestant , that he two cannot live side by side , that one mus b 

destroyed, an, blod wars were wace . One war lasted JO years and devastated two thiren 

of Europe . Because of the obsession vrith this dogma of either- or - Europe must be 

either Catholic or Protestant. rell , Eurooe was not either all cathol·c or all Protest-

ant and hasn 1t been so to this day . .d allthe wc=i.rs were waste • Compromise had to 

be found , and adjustMent had to b~ made whereby violently differing opinions - and there 

are no opinions v. ich are so violent as those hich take ona r e igious vie:r, because 

then one fights not in his own nane or the name of his country, but in the name of God. 

Adjustment had to be m de between radically opposing opinions so that life could go on . 
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In the 10th and 19th century arother do a which victimized he nati s of , ope . 

Europe had to be either 1 holly democratic or vholly monarchical . And wars were fou -ht 

ove that , and after much blood was shed , it vas four.d the emocracie , consti t'l.it.ional 

governments, all forms of monarchies must live and can live side by side . 

In our century a nevr dogma is being fostered , to my mind as dangerous as any do 

that was ever afflicted upon the huraanrace; namely , that not only Europe b1t the ole 

of mankind must be either Communist or free enterprise , or Comrmmist or democratic . Here 

alreajy there is this grea confusion o tongues of which I spoke a moment ago . They 

cannot live s • e by side . One must be destroyed in or<l.er that the other migh survive . 

And the wars are begim1ing - cold rars , little shooting wars , and before lone tre big 

wars . When it•s all over - if .ythine is ]eft of the ·rorld - they r.ill l1a re to find 

vrays of cor.ipromise a rl 1,7ays of a justment . 

Comnunism is here to stay . Socialisn ~s here 

stay in one form or another , in this part o th ro 

There vrill never Le a rigid uni onni ty , politic al 

o stay. Free cnterpri e is here to 

in' that part of the worl.. ..... 

conomic , in the world . •.a :incl 

i too complex. Its background io t.oo v rious . The condi tio s under which they live 

too different o have one unifom orthodox system . d so tho e ht urge today that 

in this stru.egle between democracy and dictatorship , the struggle must be a struggJe 

rith weapons , and it must have for its objective the exte:rminatio. o one or the o her -

these a e people who have themselves been obsesced dth this dogma of unifonnity, and 

are :i.mposi.ng it upon the re st of us . If we believe in democracy, let' s w:, rk for it by 

helping democratic countries in the best way we know ho to the limits of our mate ial 

possibilities, and above all, let 1s buiJ.d o his gre-?t continent of o rs , the oldest 

de ocracy in the world upon ic h ~ eyes of the TIOrl are toda f ocussecl - let ' s build 

here as an enkindling c1 nd inspiring example to tte rest of the world, the nob:13 st kind 

of democracy that we can a chieve here , a democracy in which no man 1vill be orn in help

lessness and go out in total defeat , a de ocracy ·rhich till give a human bein~ security, 

dignity and opportunity. I think th t •s the mission of America in the rorld today. pay 

vre remain faithful unto it . 
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