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to say that the synagogue is the mo$ original creation the The
temple of Jerusalem, which antedated the synagogue, wasg not an original
creation of the genius of the Jew. Other religions had thelr temples; other

preoples had thelr sacred shrines where sacrifices were offered and where
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charity was disbursed, ffhere the str er was welcomed and housed, The
synagozue was born in exile - in the Babylonian exile in the sixth century
before the common era, The Babylonlans had destroyed Jerusalem and its
heart, the temple, The people were exiled and taken to Babylon. Many of
!
them thought that they had been ?pmvle ely forsaken by their God, orlthat
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the synagogue that the Rabbis expounded the law, interpreted 1t to meet the
changing conditions of life., It was here thatfcnildren were taught the faith
of their fathers, It was to the synagogue that the masses wended thelr way
for instruction and guildance, It was to the synagogue that the poor came
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home asg a gsancituary of thee-lwswa God, ?ndcmj:;er—aaé—father ag officlating

ministerfat its hish altars, charged with the rearing of their children in
the love of God and the gervice of man - that, too, is a distinctive contri-
bution of our faith, Marriage is holy ground, Twi)*qw.callga' arriagze

‘*éjaf? - ganctification, It 1s not an arrangenent of convenience,
entered into 2t will and dissolved at whim, It 1s a holy covenant between
two souls pledged to revere one another, to face life's tasks

sorrow, struggle, disillusionment, to be each other's~complement, to buidd
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of the famlly rather than tne cl 7rc%2ﬁﬁﬁbineq: of the individual aug$op the
primary concern,

The role. of the father in the home is more than that of aadkesiadel pro-
vider, He is teacher, counselor, guide,
the—ahildle. lois . Losnesieand-emintion, The Bi caks¥oT the spiritual
instruction of the mothery  What Inspiration may not a mother ‘ive'to the
developing heart and mind of childhood. The child in the home ah:gaé—%e the
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iject of love and S0 clitude, not of indulgence am® pamvering, The child
abqi&ﬂgﬁe'trained whielh the obligations of cooperative living. The home is
a spiritual entity, bullt out of the imponderable things of the spirit,
-, Qﬂmgries, imaglnatlion, sacrifices, joy, laughte and tears build
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constantly %33195 ceremonies, Every human being has his blrthdays and his

anniversaries; every people has its national holidays., Every enduring ideal
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historic anniversaries/au& its cwlebrﬂ+'~ns,u!! its rituals. We have our
Sabbath, our Passover, ,our Shabuoth, iur Succoth, our Purim, our Chanukah;

we have numerous %3 sremonies \vhic‘h“n"ve their pedagogic va lue&‘M
their inspirational value, their survival Valuo.in—ieuﬁuhnikﬂey-qaé-f?g}
should not be abandoned, We may not be able to observe them as completely
did our forebears who lived under different conditions and different econ-
omic circumstances, But shat does not mean that we should discard them 2& -
together, Our religion would lose much of its poetry, its romance, 1its

charm, i it

These, then, areVthe institutions an em es of Judaism, They

strippgd :§ all of its religious s;/m’ooli%m, o»l oM

all aim at one thing - to make religion ‘ iveg of men, They aim
at the sanctification of human 1life.; Thelr purpose is to remind us of the
holiness inherent in the every-day experiences of life, of the gpiritual
beauty which might be dliscovered in every act offhuman life, The synagogue,

the school, the home, the religlous practices and observances - they are not
1 1 o ﬂb
the heart of our falth, but they lead dire ct¥y to the heart of faith
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May we remain steadfast to the eternal principles of Judais |
vV
may we find in itshistoric institutions and practices”alds and guides towards

P steadfastness and loyalty, Amen,






