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XINDIJ:NO LIGHTS IN A DARKENil\U flORID 

A Cbanukah Sermon 

Decembe~ 101 1950 

~e Rabbis paid tbat tbaPJisht,s;. d 1Cb:altXL!ftwm fflf!lt& mavm•• 11.w> there 

is no mention of chanu.kah in the Bible. The historic events of Chanukah took place 
w~• \lo" l'l.~ I• 

after the completion of tho collection of books ~ tho canon of the Bible. Neverthe-
1 1 J 

, lees~ the Rabbis ~ought to find in the Bible implied references to tae- festiv~ 

r.lL C h. tmn, l\ey found in the wo~ds of the prophet, Haggai, "In a little ,-.hile I 
I 

will shake the haa.vons and the earth" - re.f erenca to the m:iracJe s in tbs days ot t.'18 

MaccabeesJ and ~be :va;a• in the book ot the prophet, Zechariah, 

"I will stir p tcy sons, 0 Zion, against they sons., O Greece" -

..-- fl reference to the victory or the liaccaooes over the Syrian Gr eks. The festival of • 

Chanukah has been celel::cat3d with increasi rg love and pleasure by our people ever since 

the first day or victory when udah tho Uaccabee ordained that the -festival _shall be 

celebrated .trm:i year to year• near)i 2100 ~ ~ :r-1!'"'""-

It is JJIJl:f interesting to note ill t.hi&:.m •• 1 "'• that the story or Chan

ukah~ although it is not f'ound in the Old Testament, tmS &mays popular among -W. 
.... 

I I. 

Christians, and the two Books or the Maccabees were regarded by the early church fa-

thers with great reverence, so much so that while they are not included in our Bible, 
' . 

authentic Latin version of' the scripture, tho Dooks of' the ll3.ccabees are plac d right 

after the look of the px,ophet Malachi • ..M arly Christians were impressed with the • 

horoio defense of religion which the Maccabees d!.splayed and above all, with th.a mar

tyrdan .fa■ lllA•••s evidenced in the stories of Hannah and her seven sons and the stcry 

ot the aged Eleazar, both of which stories are associated with the festival ot Chanuka.h. 

'llllil, st. Auguatµie in his "City of God" wo'baa "These boo~s of the accabeea are held. : 

as canonical, not by tho JertS• but by the Church on account o:t the extreme and aertaiJl 
. . of certain martyrs who, bofore Christ had come in flesh, contended 

wonderful sutf'erings • , • 

. , 

' ' 
, , • . f , ' 
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£or the law 0£ God even unto death." 

Here we find one or the great appeals of' Chanukah~wa=-ililla~~asages, 

and one of' the noble facets or tha religious genius 0£ tha Jerrs. o µ1gan ever died 

for his religion. Paganism. has no record of martyrs. Ho Graek philosopher was ever 

martyred tor ~s roligi.on. Religion to the ancient heathen was not socathing you died 
r r • . 

£or. It was. an•• r;aeaw, e necessary a?Tangement,.dl· eowr:niw t itl:1!fhg1 sat, with 
". 

the .gods of nature whereby you brought to them the things which theywantod - sacrifices, 

crniaeJ • and you recei vod f"ro::i then nha t you wanted. ..a.cl 

Ji the deity £ailed you, perhaps your sacr:i.f'iccs -rrero inadequate or, a·t.-111Q1111.1.!~eu..z 

(?.,l jectad· +,hem compW•ile2 emd you looked about for othar gods. 

". To love your God with all your heart and ,a th all your soul arxi with all 

your might~ to aclmowledcte and worship no other God, to oorva Him not through sacri

fice but through self-sacrifice., self-surrender and sel.£-renunciation~ to be His ser

vant,· it necessary his suffering servant, to bear afnication for His sake, to · endure 

persecution, hate and contumly in order to bear testimony to your God, and it neces-
- .., ,. n..· .,, I' 

sary, to lay down your µ.fe for your faith - :y.4, was first proclaimed and practiced 

by the JeTtS • 

With the story of Chanukah tbera aro tuo martyrdoms reco First 1s ~r 
of the seven sons of Hannah~ KiRg 41S2IY.le@ins,A.cc0rding to the legend and :h gends : 

• /'t" . 

are important,. not for their historic accuracy• but £or their tnoral significant!~ 

tmi: J ViilUA whd:dr U ., conMtt.1-t 

these seven sons of Hannah, as be wished to compel all the Jei:ra of his dq. to accept 

ths faith. of the pagan norld and as a Sj'mbol thereof» to eat in public the .flesh 0£ • 

the swine which was sacrificed upon the altar 1iio Zeus. Jlld heoe sons ware tormented 

each in his turn with scourges and whips and re mang+e d and mutilated and finally • 

put to death in the sight of their mother because each in turn fused to save bis lite 
. . 

at the expense of abandoni~ bis ta.1th. a .a are reaqr to die rather . than to transgress 

the laws ot our fathers.• Alld. \tthan it came to the seventh and youngest son, ai'ter the 
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other six had been pt1t to death, II g Antiochus was groatly abashed. no had lost taco 

vr1 th the people who had watchod the scene 1 ar.d ho tried to coax too youngest of the 

seven to accept the heathen faith • ..ihie read in the Second Book o:f tho ?!accabees, 

Chapter VII, "No\f' Antiochus, thini:1ne hlmself' dospised, and suspecting it to be a re

proach.f'ul. speech, ihilst the ;roungest TtaS yet alive, did not on],y exhort him by words, 

hit also assured him with oaths, that he would make him both a rich and a happy man if 

he would turn from. tho lm7S o£ his i'a1:,hers; and that also he would take ~ .rorhis 
~ 

friend and trust hi:m rl. th his afntirs when ho grarr up. But then the young man would 

in no case hearken unto him, the king called his t1other, and exhorted ~r that she 

would counsel the young man to save his life. .Ani ,,ban he bad exhorted her _with ti.any 

'WOrds, she promised him that she would counsel her son. But sho, bcnrl.ng her _ 

rard h:1J:i1 laughing the cruel tyrant to scorn, spake in her native laneuage in this 

IIl8.IUX3ra. 0 m:, SO?l"J have pity upon me that bare thco and nourished thee, and brought 

thee up unto this age, and endured the troublel!f of education. I beseech thee, rq son• 

look upon tho heaven and the earth., and all that is thorcin, and consider that God 

made them o.r thines that were not; and so was tianld.nd made likewise. Fear not this 

tormentor. but being vortey o~ thy brethren, talce thy daath that I rw:y receive thee 

again 1~ mercy with :tr.er brethren. Whiles she l1as yet speaking theso trords• the young 

man said, Whom wait ye £or? I rlll not obey the king1 s commandment: but I will obey 

1;he camnant!ment of the lmT that given unto our .fathers by Abraham. .Ani thou,. that 

hast been the author o:f all mischief' against tho Hebrmrs, shalt not escape the hams 

• •Then., the king beir.g in a rage, handled 1um orse than all the rest and 

took it grievously that ho was mocked. so this man died unde.filed, and put his whole 

trust 1n the Lord. Last of' all af'ter the sons the mother died.• 

.be-iu• tJh& sa.ws -c, .there is recorded in the Book of l!accabees tho story of 

the martyrdazl ot Eleazar, an aged man, one of the princ~ scribes, 1fbo likewise re-
. 

.tuaed to eat ot the Strl.ne•s flesh brought to him fran tho hoathon sacr1tice which ns 
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to have been the sign or t. rejection or his faith by bin a His closest friends tried 
' 

to induce ,Wm to make it appear ilcpwlie \bat he was eating 0£ that flesh while actu-

ally be would eat lawi\l1 meat which they would provide him, and in so doing, might be 

delivered from torture and death. But he refused. "It h••••"* m4J ~age,.lr he said~ 

J.!!il ,- •For 1 t becomoth not our age, in any llise to dissemble -uhercby many young pe:r,-_ • 

sons might think that Eleazar, being £om-score years old and ten, l'rere now gone to a • 

' s·~ange religion; and so they through mine hypocrisy, and desire to live a little time 

lon~, and a manent longer, should be deceived by me, and I get a stain to mine old· 

age, and make it abottl.nable. For though for the present time I should be delivered . 

from the punishment or meni yet should I not escape the hand of the Almighty• mitber 

alive nor dead. Wherefore tl0\"1, manfully changing this lire,. I vd.)J. shctr ~self such 

a one as mine age requireth, and leave a notable exalriplo to such as be yoUllg to die 

vrlJl1ngly and courageously £or the honorable and holy J.avrs. And Y1hen be had said these 

words, 1mmeqiately he we~ to the torment.rt 
• I ~· P(J l,!..I 'lL () ,>~, J 

.:. This is one 9£ the significam lessoo/' n~ch have coca doun to us through 

the age ssociated with this >r or c~ There are others.. 4Jliria 'l@St!val· 

pared for martyrdan? Why among all the peoples or antiquity cud they regard themselves 

as ready to die £or their .f'aith? Because they felt themselves to be chosen, not sup-
. 

erior• but chosen, and the concept or election , r& J a rilag •••• I tooJ = ili!.s integral, • • 

ill at· tie etc a.of the Jetrl.sh spiritual l:if'e :Uweugh bhe abcs. 
I 

Why did the Jews in the days of Antioclms refuse to be coordinated like other 

heathen peoples? \7ben !ilSi .Antiochus, eager to consolidate his empire, demanded0 r 

t~l:8!~JBoo~~l•~•f!:;lll!IZ■?a211±11111-.. t111bc:.919s that nan should be one people and everyone should leave 

his laws and his .f'aithn -,1111s:;•lllllll!m-~:1a:rmamsr-.anatt-til"t-lltlll.dth and accept tbe ono faith 

which be proclaimed for th.am, all the other peoples offered no opposition wbatsoevor. 
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The Book reco~,; "All the heathen agreed according to the c~doent or the King." 

, . The Jews alone offered resistnnca. 'Mzy? ~ did thoy refuse to be absorbed 
I-. 

( 
wtlmi •• •••rJi+1=..,within the heathen amalgam into ,Yhich ~ other nations of' the . 

• • ~ f f 
Near East 1'8re ready ad ■ B• r to be aw.~.JJJecl, lt • •• • tmt • hey despisecf' the cul- . 

ture and the civilization or the Hellenistic TTorld o:f the Second century. They were 

not unaware of the high and brilliant qualities of Greek cult~ - its art, its phil- , 

osopey.. ihere was much in Greek civilization which was noble• brlJJiant, unprecedented 

and the Jews were not unaware of it. ~ J e11S £alt the impact of that civiliza

tion ~ succ~mibsd to it completely. T'ney, were ovonmeJ.mod by its brl 1 J iancy and by . 

kill ~ ts externa1 grandeur to a point \"/hera they rare prepared to abandon the Jewish ; , 

way 0£ lii'e and. accept the ~e~k way· of lif o, j+t as Jews today - oaey 0£ them -
. . . 

are prepar8d to assimilate themselves completely in their enviro~".....__ captivated by 

~ ~~ace glamor and ap!)33.l and convenienca But the N■l Jerra 0£ those &cys who 

laliw r:t abhorred the moral and spiritual corruption vmich lay fes-, 

cruelty_. the ala.vary, the idealization of y;ar~ the contempt .for tbs poor, the weak 

zation. They knew that theirs was a bi@ke1 cocM &I mu, lli5& l,!M'.!! s w.e nobler con

cep~ or God and man and society, that they bad a. higher vision of human destirzy' bound 

up wit~ J;ae concepts or justice~ brotherhood, ~ace and the caro of the wak m d the 

hey were convinced that their faith and their coda 

and their way or life alone could provo the salvation or man.'td.nd. 

tperasn?we.,'DRag the only people believing and procla:i.IJ.ing those truths I a •las 1+ae>ls 

or tbe sniwcnnslj lt(I JIPll)d.Je• r• sa thoy knew themselves as an island of monothoi - 20:d 

in a sea or paeanism they .felt themselves as having been chosen by God .for the mis-
/.Nb 

sion and the task or keeping alive the pat prophetic truths which ~d come to them. 

JitllJ. bis concept .of election, of having been chosen, of ha'tVin3 boen designated by des

ticy, exalted then aM gave them the stroneth to defy the l'lholo l'rorld around thet16 
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~ f?gave them the courage to die .for their way or life. 

Jaws o~ht not out ot hand reject this concept or tha Chosen People. It is · 

I I 
to ce rojected only waeri the concept is misunderstood. Dr. Baack~ in his splendid 

book••~sence of: Judaism I m-ites: ~ ~ a !;h's -..,.1 • .• • 

. . .. . 

.• • I •• 

, .. 

. . . 

The idea of election is therefore nothing but the living 
CC3rta.inty in t·hich the religious community realizes that 
it possesses the kncT.7ledge or truth~ the Divina revela-
tion. la. th it tras given inrrard independence, the capo.-
city or acting in conscious i'reedc:m. In the consciouo-
ness of this unique vital possession, of tho covenant 
mth C-0d~ the co unity ea,ined the po:7er to te different, • 
the 1-tlll to be distinctive and to rcmai,.-r1 indifferent to 
numbers and to success. This resolute .folla.7ing or its 
own conscience and its orm heart, this courage to balieve 
in them rather than in the mmy outside~ produc d spir-
i tua.l independence. By thiS!llOans alone mis tha CO!IElUll-
ity able to confront the whole iorld, as it bad to in ' ~ 
so nany hard t:bnes, to be that cOD!llL"lity \1hich accepted 
no co:npro:niss. History has .., mod auain and aetin . 
thnt it should ba inconD!)icuous anong th9 maey, an 
s:.!!111 s ag~nst tho mig."1ty., cOC1an:lin4,J that it should 
r c.~in the f~ and weak. It was repeatedly the d'll'tij7 
of its existence to be oppressed a d hrnJil ia.ted~ an:l 
yet to cherish within i tsel:f' the conviction that it nae 
living a sublizl:e., yea, the s~licast, history. But .fr'_r 
the idea of election• this rculd have bsen iI:lpossiblo. 

., . 

• • This is tho second importS'l t 1l!te b mu.ch comes to us from ~118 holiday of 

Cha:nnkah. There is a third. Vlhon you feel yourself' chosen., then you are not a.fraid 
• I 

of being in the minority. \ One with God is a. majority ' • That ~ a pro-

found truth .. OUr people was cautionod tima and again, almost from tba very beginning 

were told ear~ that they had been chosen 

,nnot because you trere more numerous than all the other peoples did 

the lord God choose you~ 

than all the othor people .n 

, you are .f'cwer in numbers 

All~•n ~ prayer read in our syragogucs iD oo•••iU.on 

...,D.,i,~-vbe testival of Chanukah wherein God is thanked tor the miracle or the delivel'-

ance~ i• d1 sta 

the hams ot the wak, 

"Thou didst hand over the mighty into 

and the maey in the hands of the fn .• 

.. .. 



• -7-

read you this morning from the First Book of the 'acca.bees where JUdah, 

going into battl.e, addressed his f'ollmrors. He said, 11Be not afraid of their multi

tudes.• Arxl when Judah came near to going up to Beth Haron and vent out with a small 

- compaIJ1' to fight tho enemy who, woon the Jaws sm7 those coming to meet them~ said unto 

Judah, •Hem shall .e ea able, being so fw, to fi~ht against so great a multitude and 

so strong seeing that r.e are ready to .faint wi:th .fasting all this day, and to wham JUdah 
• I 

answered, It is no hard inatter .for many to be shut up in the hands o.f a few, and with 

the God of' heaven, it is all ono to cblivor with a great multitude or a small compa.cy, 
• J 

for the victory of battle standeth not in the multitude or 'tip host., but strength cora-

eth iran God." 

And i'rom this thought there streaos another thought, a message of Chanukah, 

very relevant to our day. From .faith in the power of the fmT comes .faith in tho pcr.ler 

of the ona. And from that flmrs the mandate of personal rosponsibility. A man nat 

only must stand alone; a man can stand alone. "I n the place uhero there are no J:lell# 

be thou a manJ be thou the man.• There are maey people in our dey-, in this hig!cy co

ordinated and rigidly organized, almost oonolithic world in which we .fi!Xl ourselves., 

masses being moved a.bout on the checkerboard., as it were - there are ma.ru indi Vi.duals 

who say, "What can I do about it. I'm just one individual. I•m helpless.• Religion 

has al:n.ys rejected this idea or the personal helplessness of the individual.. Quite 

the contrary• Religion has always challongad the indi vi.dual to think of himself as 
. ' 

possessed ot tremendous power., supplemented by the pcmer of God which, like nuclear 

energy released., can destroy the seeming~ indurate muntains of evil and wickedness 

in the world. 

When 198 think of ref'orm.ine the ·world, therefore, w have to start with o • 

selves. ~r the mind the others. If' you have ~be truth, ultimate:cy, the others will 

come around. And in the selection which I read to you this morning, there is that fzous 

sqing ot Jlattathias, the .father of' the ?.:accabeos: 

' I , 
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All the J ems were falling mmy to tho evils. The eo
bellishments., tha attractions., arrl the threat of punish- • 
10nt to the di~beyed. • Uhen r.:atto.thias was asked to do 

likordse, ha ans-aered and spa1m mth a loud voic , Though 
all the nations that are under the kinz•s doninion o y 
h:im end fall ~ every one f:ra!l the religion or their 
fathers and give consent to its c~cnts; yet ill I 
and nry sons, my brethren uall: in the covel'llUlt of our fa
thers. 

They wuld not hoarken to th.a lcinG's words., to go f'ro:i our religion either ., 

to the ~ght band or the left. Uen are so inclimd in every generation., particularly 

our generation., tC? unburden themselves or all personal responsibility and place it upon 

the shoulder or state or the group or the class, atxi daclare utter helplessness in 

the face of a wrong and evil si. tuation. 

' The massage o:r Chanukah is a challenge to t.liat attitude, and 1'inalJy there 

streams from this- beautii'ul bolidey' the tremendou.s conviction as to the power or the 

spirit. N~thing is more i.tiportant for these darkening days in which e .live than not 

to lose taith in the· pOV18r or the hlmlml spirit. " ot by strength and not by might, , 

' 
but °b71D.1' spirit, eaith the Lord•" 

I think in our world today, 1n our in~-national relations., our own country 
. 

is perhaps re~g too much upon its po.rer of its oight and its 31th to infiuence the 

c~urse ot .human events. And as you can see., they are proving al togather inadequate~ We 

have not relied as much, confident:cy- relied as mucb., upon the porrer of spirit and or the 

ideals of the traditions which are oursJ ultimatoJy., i£ w ourselves remain taithrul to 

them• to affect the course ot histor_r and to re?:1ove lllcy' of the evils 'ffllich exl.st in the 

world today. e have, I am afraid, substituted .for spirit inspirod statosmanship, a 

primitive co~denca in the pcmer or arms to win wars and or money- to win and bold 

friends. 

our religion~ this holiday or Chanukah~ has stressed <¢.te other ideas - the 

power ot the spirit and never to lose hope3. on this day of Chanukah w a re asl<Bd to 

recite in our synagogues that ma~cent Psalm 30 a song pos-

sib~ written in the days or the t=accabees on the occasion ot the re-dedication of the .• 
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Temple, and in tba.t Psalm there sounded an ..lmaZinely optimistic note which I bad oo

casion the other day, when another teople i7aS dedicated in Israel~ to call. attention 

to. Seemingly tho raost persecuted, the most drivan and haress d of all the peoples of 

the world, the Jewish peoplo, has been the most optimistic throughout its history. It 

never succumbed to pess:imism; it has never givenway to hopelessness; but al.ways it ro

af'.f'irmed life, the ~ promise 0£ lire and the glory of life, and so in this beauti£ul. . 

T'aou didst bring up my souJ. right from the pit 0£ 

the nethen,orld. I found EYsal.£ in the pit - in hell 

didst bring me up .from the pit or the nether:rorld. 

turn ?!1¥ lamentation into song and dance. 

abideth in the evening but joy coooth 1n the morning. 

broken in spirit. Thou 

Thou didst 

f".eeping 

Here than, good .f'riends, are sane of the lights that Chanukah can kinds tor 
. . 

us in a darkening ,10rld. They all have to do with things o.f' the spirit~ and they all 

have to do 1li th the essential message 0£ our religion. 17e sometimes wonder what has 

given this amazing pcmer o£ stnT.i.val to this religion o.f' a minority in the t10rld. Tbeoo 

are the ideas which becarr.o or the vccy warp and vroor or the life or our people• part; of 

the pattern ot its living and thinld.ng~ of its emotional as well as 0£ its intellectual 

lire;' aelr-sacrif'ice - necessary martyrdcm £or a great idea. U these ideas have artJ' . 

lrOrth at all f'or us, it is worllh paying the price :for; a sense 0£ having been choson - . 

every one o£ us - £or sone thing significant to do in the woli d. Every one of us has a 

mission in lif'e, if . could onl7 becooe aware of it andlive by it. ?!ot to be afl!tlid 

o£ being in a minority at aey time., not that. minorities are always in the right, rut ltlen 

you f'eil yoursel£ to be in 1:,he right, do not abandon your convict.ion because you find 

yourselt in a minority. The power to stand al.om and th3. moral obligation to stand alone 

at tin?ea - iim to £ace the world, if' neod be - stand by your truth. FiMJJy, absolute 

taith 1n the power or the spirit ultimately to win throueh. Are these belptul ideas to 

nurse and to cherish and to propagate in this darkening world of' ours. I believe thcv 

are the most basic ideas, and tor the lone pull - ani it is going to be a lo:og and hard -: 
' 
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and bitter pull - to bring mankind back to the high road o£ pro gross and decently 

international humm relationshi~ £or the long hard pull. We need these - spiritual 

convictions - all of them, and each one 0£ us needs t.l-iem - these ideas, · these slender • 
' ,. 

tapers ot Cbanukah vrould ~ak to us about .. ~lo wonder that the rabbis said that the 
( ' 

lig1:its ot Chanukah will burn forever. Am.en. 

. ,,. 
t ... ' 

·' 
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lINDUNO UGHTS IN A DARKERI ORID 

J. Cbanukah Sermon 

Deoember 10, 1950 
/2 

The Rabbis aa:ld that thenlights or Cbamkah will shine forever". How• there 

1■ no mention of Chanukah in the Bible. The h:1.atorio eventn of Cbanulcah took place 

attar the completion of the collection of books of the canon of the Bib1-. Naverthe

la•• the Rabbis sought to find in tba Bible implied retorenoea to the reatival of 

Charukah. Thus, they found in the word■ of the prophet, Haggai, "In a little while I 

will ab.aka the heawns and tlw eart.h• - reference to the miraoJe s i n tba day■ ot the 

llacoabee■J and so aleo the ftrN in the book of t he prophet, Zachariah, 

"I will stir up tl\Y sons, 0 Zion• against tha7 eons, O Greeoe" - a 

reference to the victory- or the aocabee■ oftr the Syrian Greeka. The festival ot 

Chanulcah has been celel:8ated w1 th increaai low and pleasure by our people ever since 

the first day of victory when Judah the llaCoabN ordained that the festival ahall be 

celebrated trom year to year, nearl.T 2100 y,ara • 

It is -very interesting to note in this a> nnection that the story or Chan

ulcah, although it is ot found in the Old Testament, wu alny■ popular 1110ng the 

Chriatiala, and the two Boolca ot the aocab••• wre regarded by the earl,Y' church ta

thera with graat reverence, so much so that while they are not inoludad in our Bible, 

in the Old Testaent• they are included in the Christian Bible. In the VUl.late, the 

authentic Latin version or the soripturwt, the Books or the ocabeea an. placed right 

alter the look of the 190pmt Mel aoh1. The early Christians nre iapreued w1 th the 

heroic detenae or religion which tm o...u1 .. ■ dlaplay9d and abova all, w1 th the mar

tyrdca tor faith aa evidenced in the storie■ or Hannah and her •van sons and the atcry 

ot the a d Eleaur, both o£ which stories are associated with the festival ot Cbanukah. 

Thu■, st. Auguatine in lda •city of God• wrot., •The• book■ ot the Maccabee■ ara hllld 

aa oanon1oa1, not by the J-, but by the Church on aooount o£ the extrw and N«hlu 
of certain martyrs who, before Christ had coma in tl.eah, contendad 

wonder.tul auttering■ 



• 

tor the law ot Ood even unto death.• 

Here 'W8 .find one or the great aJ)pNls o£ Chanukah, one ot 1 ts great measa a, 

and one ot the noble facets or the religious genius 0£ the Jen. 1lo gan ever died 

tor his religion. Paganism has no record or martyrs. No Greek philosopher was ever 

martyred tor his religion. Religion to the ancient heathen was not something you ~ed. 

tor. It s an arrangements, a necessary arrangement, a comanient arranganent, with 

the gods or nature whereby you brought to them the things which they wanted - aacrif1ces, 

am■al sacrittces, bl.lD&Jl aacri.fices - and you received .tran than what you wanted. Am 

it the deity tailed you, perhaps your •cr:i.tioes were inadequate or, at worst, you re

jected them completely and you looked about tor other goda. 

To lo~ your God with all your heart and • th all your sou1 arx:l with all 

yoor aight, to acknowledge and worship no other Cbd, to •rve Him not through eacri

tioe but, through eelt-aacrin.oe, salt-surrender and sell-renunciation, to be His ser

vant, it necessary his suffering eern.nt, to bear atf'lication tor Ria ealce, to endure 

peraecution, hate and contu.31' in order to bear timot\Y to your Ood, and it neces

sary, to lay down your lite tor your faith - that •s tirst proclaimed and ractioed 

by the Jen. This is a -.ery important thing to remeaber. 

With the story of Chanukah there are two martyrdoms recorde. First is that 

ot the ll8ftn sons ot Hannah~ ling Antiochus, according to the legend - and 13 gende 

are 1aportant, not tor their bistcric accuracy• mt for their moral eigniticanae, tor 

the lesaon which the7 contain, t heart or the sto17 - Eing Antiochus wished to canpel 

the• aewn sons ot Hannah• • he wished to oanpel all the Jen of hie day'• to accept 

the faith o£ the pagan world and as a s,mbol ~. to eat in public the tl.eab ot 

ti. ewina which 11aa acriticed u on the altar to Zel111. And theee sona wre tormented 

uch in hia turn with acourgu and whipa and wre mang'.Jed and autilated and~ 

put to death in the sight of their aot.ber becauae each in turn N1\iaed to saw hia lite 

at the expenae or abandoning hi.a faith. ... are re&<¥ to dle rat.bar than to tnnagraea 

the laws ot our tathera.• .lnd when it came to the eennth and youngest sen, after the 



other six had been pit to death, ling Antiochua was greatly abashed. Ile had lost race 

with the people who had watched the scene, and be tried to coax the youngest of the 

anen to accept the heathen faith, and wa read in the Sec<ni Book of the Uaccabees, 

Chapter VII, •Now Antiochua, thinl1ng himaelt deapi8ed1 and 9U8p8Cting it to be a r.

proachtul speech, whilst the youngaat was yi t alive, did not onq exhort him by oroa, 

wt •leo usured him with oaths, that he would make him both a rich and a happy man it 

he would turn tran the larB of his tathersJ and th~ t also be o 1d take him forbia 

friend and truat biJll 111 th his atf&ira when be grew up. But when the young man 110uld 

in no e&• hearken unto him, the king called his mother, and exhorted her that she 

would counael the young man to save his lite. An:l when he bad exhorted her with 1D8D7 

words, she praaised him that she would counael her son. But she, bowing 1er•lt to

ward him, laughing the cruel tyrant to 8COl'll1 8J)UI in her native languap in thia 

manners O rq 8019 have pi't7 upon me that bare ~oe and nourished thee, and brought 

thee up unto this age, and endured the troub1-J ot education. I beaeech thee, 1111' son, 

look upon the heaven and the earth, and all that is t h re~ and consider that God 

made tha or things that ware notJ and so was mankind made llkew1aa. Fear mt this 

tormentor, but being wort.lo" o£ 1ih1' bntthren, take tl\r death that I JUO' receiw thee 

again i~ mercy with ~hr bnthren. 1'hiles ahe was 19t speaking tbeN words, the young 

un aaid, lbaa wait 78 tor? I will not obey the ldng•• <-C1PPMJD1e'lt1 but I will obay 

~ c-onmerdneat of the law that giwn unto our tathera b7 Abraham. Am thou, that 

bast been the author 0£ all aiech:l.et aga:I nat the Hebnnra, abalt not escape the hama 

ot Clod. 

•Then, the king bei rg in a rage, handled him worN than all the rest and 

took it griavousl.7 that he was mocked. so this man died umef'iled• and put hie whole 

trust in the Lord. Last ot all attar the sons the mother died.• 

And in the - 1'111' there is recorded in the Book or c ■ the story or 

the martyrdaa ot 11 .. sar, an agad man• one of the princ1-,l acri.bes, who llland• n

haed to eat ot ti. arine•s f'leah brought to him frca the heathen sacr1.tice which was 
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to have been tha sign ot the rejection ot his taith by hhl. Bia cloaeat friends tried 

to induce hia to make it appear in public that he waa eatJ.ng ot that tl.eah while actu

ally be would •t 1artul meat which they would provide him, and in so doing, llight be 

delivered from torture and death. But he retuaed. •It 'becalath not his age,• he said, 

•to di•emble.• And so we rud in the 6th Chapt,er ot the Book ot llltccabeea, lleuar 

u;ra1 •Por it becomath not our age, in 8J\Y wise to dieeemble whereby 1DA1V' young pe~ 

aons llight think that EJ•ur, being toui-score years old and ten, were now gone to a 

strange religionJ am so thq through lline h1J>ocrisy, and desire to live a littla time 

longer, am am.anent longer, should be deceiwd by 1118 1 and I get a stain to aim old· 

age, and maim it abcm.nable. Pbr though tor the present time I should be delivered 

tram the punisbnent or mans yet should I not escape the bani or the Alaighty, neither 

aliw nor dead. Wherefore now~~ changing this lif'e~ I will show' ~•1.t such 

a one as mine age requinth, and leave a notable •?!"f'l'l'l.e to such as be )'OUllg to die 

.-1111•:q, and couragieoualy tor the bonorab:U. and ho~ • And when be had 11111d the• 

worda, :mnediately be 119nt to the torment.• 

Thia ia one or the m.gnitioant lessons which have come dOll1l to ua through 

tba agea associated with this bol1dq of Cbamlkah. There are other■• Thia festival 

reveala other brilliant taceta ot the genius or tht • Jflll. 1lb1' wen the• people pre 

pared for JD&J'tyrdaa? Wtv ..,ng all the peoples of antiqui't.7 did they regard ~tea•lfta 

aa 1'Ndy to die for t ir faith? Because thq felt thauelwa to be cboaen, not sup

erior• but cho•n, and the concept of election - ot having been cboaen - 1• integral, 

1• at the con of the Jffiab spiritual 111'• through the agea. 

~ did the Jfffl8 in the days or Antiochna refuse to be coordinated lib other 

heathen peoplea? When ling Antiocbua, eager to consolidate his tllpire, damendad, u 

the Book or llaoc&beu writ.ea that •all sho ld be one people and naryone should 1eaw 

hia 1aa and hie taithlt - hie particular lan am his taith and accept the one faith 

which be irocl•1med tor tha, all the other peoples ottered no oppollition whataonar. 
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The Book recorda, •All tlw beat.hen agreed accorctl.ng to the CCDIIIUdnent or the lting. 

-rt. Jen alone ofhred resistance. 1ftv'? Wt\Y did thq retuse to be ab80rbed 

within the tot.all:ty, within the bu.then mJpm into which all other nationa or the 

Near FAst wre ?Ndy and eager to be absorbed. It wasn•t that they de8pi9ed tJle cul

ture and the civiliution or the Hell.e'listic world or the Secom centur,-. The:, were 

not unaware ot the high and brilliant qualities or Greek culture - its art, its phil

oeopqy. 'lbere wu much in Greek civilization which was noble• brilJ1ant, unprecedented 

and the Jft8 were not unaware or it. Ani JD8J11 Jf1WS fttlt the impar,t or that civ.lliza

tion and ~ to 1 t caaplete}7. They were oYm'Whdlmd by its brill.1anct and b7 

kill its external grandeur to a point where the:, were prepared to abandon the Jewish 

ny or lite am accept the oreek way or lite, juast as Jea toda:, - ma.iv or them -

are pre~d to assimilate thanael~ complete~ in their enrlroDD81lt, captiwted b;y 

the surface glanar and appeal and col198nience. But the ftAl Jen or tboae da18 who 

knew what it wu all about abhorred tbe moral am ap1ritual corruption which lay tee

tering within that brill1ant, civil.1.sation - • -l,;i;l,,QI•• the ]1ce11t1011Sl8e■, the 

cruelty, the slaNt:,, the ideaJjsation ot -.r• the contaapt tor the poor, the 11a'c 

and the aged which was preftl.ent ani r.aadnant and characteriatic o£ the pagan oiT111-

ation. The:, knaw that tbeira was a higher cOIII ot lite, that tba:lre wre nobler COD

cepts ot Ood and man and society', that they had a higher vision ot 1'uee n deatiJV' bound 

up with the concepts or just.ice, brotherhood• peace and the care or the wak md ti. 

dependent. And they- belieftd and they •re convinoed that their .taith and their code 

and their way ot lite alcna could prove the aal:•tion or ll&l'lld.nl. And ao they telt 

tham•l.,...being the onq people believing and procla:!£>1111 the• truths in the whole 

or the aurroundi.ng world, becauae the:, knn thm•lwe as an ialm,d ot 110D>tba1811 1111111 

• in a .. or p,a,pm•, the7 telt themaelwe as having been choaen by Ood tor tJ.a a1 .. 

Ilion and the t.uk or keeping aliw the great prophetic trutha which had coma to than. 

And this concept of election, ot having been chosen• or balling been designated by' dn

til\Y, exalted thell and gaw them the etnngth to defy the whole world around that, 
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gave tbma the courage to die tor their way ot lite. 

Jffff8 ought not out ot hand reject this concept or the Cboeen Feople. It is 

to te rejected o~ when the concept is llisanderatood. Dr. Buck, in his splendid 

book, "The Essence of Judai•", writes the toll.owing on this thanes 

The idea or election 1s therefore nothing but the 11:f'i.ng 
certainty' in which the religious 001@om:St7 real:!sea that 
it posse988a the lmolrledga ot tt-uth, the Din.na Nftla
tion. \11th it was giwn inrard independence, the capa
city or acting in conscioua treedaa. In the conacioue
naa or this unique vital poaessio, or the ccmmant 
w1 th Ood• the C0111nemi t7 g,d ned the power to be different, 
the will to be distinctiva and to rae1n indifferent to 
mmbera and to succua. This resolute tollawing ot its 
own conacience and 1 ts own heart, thie courage to bellew 
in th• rather than in the mm7 outside, produced spir
itual indepen:lence. By thieme•"l8 alone 11&8 thl camun
ity able to conb-ont the whole world, u it bad to in 
so maJ'\Y hard t:lmea, to be that e;Clilllcmit,y which accepted 
no ccapraai•• R1irtor;r bu daamed again and ap.1.n 
that it should be inconapicuoua unng tba maqr, am 

1 ll u against the 1111.gbty• ex e:¥11ng that it should 
rmain the t• and wak. It wu ~te<DT t.he du\r 
ot its existence 1.o be oppzwaed and mwdJ1•ted, am 
,-t to cherish ithin itaelt the conn.ction that it wu 
liT.lng a mblilae, JU, the allbl1•d• hi~. Bit 1'11-
the idea ot election• thia waild bave been impossible. 

Thia is tm second importmt .tact which camea to ua tran the holiday' ot 

Cban1Jcah. There is a third. 1fhen you teel youraelt cbo•n, then you ant not a.traid 

of' being in the m1nor1V• One with Ood is a -jority, 801D80De said. That ia a Jro

tound truth. our people was cautioned Uma and again, almost A'om the wey begimi11g 

ot ita b1atory by their ages arxi their prophets not to be ilqa-wdaed by mabera. Th8J' 

were told earq that thq bad been choan 

,•not because 7011 ware ll0r9 m■e:-oua than all the other peoples did 

the lord God cboo• you, 

than all the other people.• And than the prayer read in our synagoguea 1n connection 

with tba testiftl. or Cham1ab wherein Clod 1a thanacl tor the airacla or the dell~ 

anae. it is stated, 

the bama ot tbl .... , 

"!boll d1dat ham Oftr the llighV into 

am the mar.r in the barria or the t •.• 
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Ard I read you thia morning .tram the First Book of the Maccabees where JUdah, 

going into battle• addressed his tollonrs. He said, •Be not afraid or their multi

tudes.• And when Judah came near to going up to Beth Haron and went out w1 th a small 

compaJV to right the -,naq who, when the Jan w those coming to meet them~ said unto 

Judah, "How shall we lie able, being so t•, to fight against so great a multitude and 

so strong aeeing that are ready to faint with fani~ all this day, and to whan Ju.dab 

8118118ntd, It is no hard matter for man;r to be slmt up in the bands or a rn, and with 

the Ood or heaftn, it is all one to deliver with a great multitude or a small canP81\V, 

for the victoey ot battle standeth not 1n the multitme or tl1a boat, but strength com

eth fran God.• 

And tran this thought there streams amtbar thought, a message or Chanukah, 

very releftnt to our day-. Frail Eaith in the power ot the fn comes faith in the poner 

ot the ona. And trail that f'lows the mandate or ~rsonal responaibility. A man not 

o~ IIUSt stand alone; a man can stand alo1-. In the place where there are no man, 

be thou a 118DJ be thou the aan. • There are 1111m7 people in our CUI", in this h1gncy' co

ordinated and rigi~ organized, almost monolithic world in whichwe .tini our•lwa, 

masses being llOY8d about on the cbecJmrboard, u 1 t were - there are ml.JV indi viduala 

who say, "What can I do about it. I'm just one indiv.idual. I'm belplea.• Rellgion 

bas a]Jrays rejected this idea or the penonal belpleaness of the imividuale Quite 

the contrary'. Religion has alwqa challanpd the indiYidual to think of him•ll u 

pos•a•d of tremendous power, supplwnted by the power or God which, 1.1lce nuclear 

enera releued, can destroy the aew1ng'q indurat.e mountains or evil and wiclmdneaa 

in the world. 

When • think ot Nfonnng the world, therefore, w have to start w1 th our

eelfta. Nffer the mind the others. It you have tba truth, ultimate:q the others will 

ca11e aroum. And ·n the •lect on which I read to 7ou this aormng, there is that ~us 

8Q'1ng ot Jlatta+Jd ••, the f'ather or the lfaccabeea 1 
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All the Jan ware talling 111Q' to tba wevila. '!hi em
balliahlanta, the attractiona• amt.ha threat ot paniah
•nt to the diac,bey9d. 1lbllD :ttatldaa WU askBd to do 
llkni•• he &nllll8red and apaka with a loud voice, Though 
all the nations that are umer tba Icing•• dccrlnion obey 
h:1m md tall aq 8Y8r:f one tran the religion of their 
tat.hers and give con•rrt to its ccmaandllentaJ yet will I 
and 'liq eons. rq brethren walk in the oownant ot our ta
thera. 

Thay would not hearken to the kine•• wm-da, to go tran our religion either 

to the ~ght ham or the latt. llen are so inclined 1n every generat.ion, particular~ 

our generation, to unburden themaelws of all ~rsonal responsibilit7 and place it upon 

the shoulder or 1111 state or the group or the cl.us• ani declare utter belpleamw in 

the tace ot a wrong and m.l situation. 

The •mge ot Cbanutah is a challan to thHt attitwe, and finaJ'.q there 

streams trcn this beautitul bolidq the t.remendrua conviction as to t be power of the 

spirit. Jfothing is ac,re important tor theae damning dqa in which•• live than not 

to lo• faith in the po119r of the h\lllRD spirit. • t bi a~ngth and not by ■1ght• 

but by 1117 spir1 t, aaith the Lord.• 

I think in our world toda1', in our international relations, our OIID country 

is perbap■ reqing too much upon its po■ar ot its lligbt, and its waltJl to inf'luenae .. 

coune ot huu.n eftnte. And aa you can ... , the7 are pronllg altogether uade uate. 1Je 

haw not relied as llllldl , conf'ident]J' relied as much, upon the power ot spirit and ot the 

'." deal.a ot the tndi tJ.ons which are ourB) ultima tel1', if • our•lwa raain taithtul to 

thea, to attect the coune of b1ator.r and to nllO'l8 lllll7 or the m.ls which exist in the 

world today. We have• I • afraid, aubst.ituted tar spirit 1.napired statemanabi • a 

pr1lld. tiw contidlnoe 1n the power ot aru to win wars and ot aonq to win and bold 

friends. 

our rel1gion• this holidq ot Cbamkah, has stnssed quite other idaaa - the 

power or the apirit and neftr to lo8e hope. on tb1a dq ~ Cbanu1ah •are aelac1 to 

recite in our symgoguu that 11&gniftoent Paalm 30 
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Temple, and in that Paalm thel'9 aaunlad an -zing~ optimistic note which I bad oo

cuion the other day, when another temple was dedicatAKl in Israel• to call attention 

to. Seemingly tt. moat peraecuted, the most drlwn and baruaed of all the peoples o£ 

the world, the Jewish people• ha.a been the most optillliatic througbmt its h:1.stor.r. it 

newr succuabed to peasllli•J it has never givenwq to hopele■snaasJ but al.1lqs it re

affirmed 11.te, the f11111 premise or 11.f'e and the glory of llf'e, and ao in this beaut.1.tul 

Paalll 30, !boll didat bring up my soul right trom the pit ot 

the ne't.herworld. I town ay■elf in the pit - 1n ball broken in spi.rit. Thou 

didst bring • up ft-om the pit or the netherworld. Thou didst 

turn my lamentation into song ani dance. Weeping 

abideth in the awning but joy caath in the 110rning. 

Here then, good fri~nda, are sane ot the light.a that Chanukah can ld.nl1t tor 

us in a darkening world. Tb.97 all have to do with things ot the spirit., and they all 

have to do with the essential message ot our relig1on. saneti•e womer what bas 

givan this wing p0119r of surnval to this reJ:lgin11 ot a m1mrity in the world. 'rheae 

are the ideaa which became of the very warp am woo:r oi" the lite or our peopla • part or 

the pattern ot ita llv.1ng and thinking• of its aaotional as wll as o:r its intellectial 

lireJ aelf-eacritice - neceaary martyrdca ror a great idea. I~ the• ideu have at\Y 

wort.h at all tor us, it is wotlh pl0'1.ng the price rarJ a aenae ot bav.1ng been cho•n -

ff9r'Y one of ua - tor saathing significant to oo in the wodd. Eftr7 one or ua baa a 

mission 1n life, if we could only become aware ot 11; mdlive by it. Bot to be eftle1d 

ot being ill a llinorit.T at an;, tble• not that ndnoritiea are a.lays in the right- bit lib.en 

you tall youreelf t-o be in the right, do mt abandon your corrdc\ion beoauae you. 1'1.nd 

youreelt in a llinoriV• The power to stand alone and tl9 moral obligation to stand alone 

at tias - :Mal to taoe the world• if need be - stand by your trl1th. Final 1T, ab80lute 

taith in t.he power of the sp1r1\ ultimate~ to win through. ,re theN helptul ideu to 

nur• and to cherish am to propogate in tb18 darkening world of ours. I bellnw tlur 

are the .,et buic ideas, ani tor the long pall - am it is going to be a long and hard 
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and bitter pall - to l:r.lng maddnd lack to t.ha high road of progr9u and dece~ 

international lmnm relationships tor the long hard pull. llNd t.heN - apiritual 

conrlctiona - all or thal• and each one of us n11da thlll - the• idea■, · the• slander 

tapers ~ Chauikah would speak to us about. Mo wonder that the rabbis Aid that the 




