
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         163           59           843 
 
 

Shall We Re-Arm Germany?, 1951. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



/ 

~ W1- ,l ~ r~ 7. 

GvJ_ ~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ /4Ji0 J~ 
c,J-tt /~. 

--



eHln:t WE RE-ARM uEi{tth .. N! ? -

At Potsdam in August 1945 an agreement was reached between FPesieieM Truman, 

Churchill and stalin for the complete demilitarization of Germany. They agreed that 

all war potentials iGennarry should be destroyed, all war plants, warships, aircraft 

an0 arms, so that Germany would never again be able to make war. 

Why was this decision reached by the heads of t1;_.g~:s of the United 
1~ 

States, Great Britain and the Soviet Union~ ~d jus~rged from the horrors 

and ~ devastations of the Second World war which Germany inflicted on mankind - the 
/\ 

second vrorld war in a single generation. They recalled that Germany had been de-

feated in the First World war, but that subsequently it had been permitted to re-arm, 

only to hurl her military might a second time against the allied nations w1.th even 

greater fury and ruthlessness.and oieleHee. Under Hitler, as under the Kaiser, the 

military clique of German~r, backed by its owerf'ul industrial cartels, had made a 
Au. ~ 

second attempt at conquest and vorld domination. Gernany .a.snot at ali reticent 

about its intentions. It had proudly announced it t o the German people and to the 

whole world• ~1fie Ceman people had enthusiastically approved of these intentions, 

and had e)e, :Pre:~ haiJed each successive -a~er, e.P.i~ victory on the road on which they 

believed themselves to be marching, he •oad to world mastery. They failed a second 

. ~ 
t1IT1e,~not, however, before they had drenched Europe with blood and slaughtered mil-

lions of people aBa &.xtQrminated w~ole pegple&, and left countless cities in ruins 

and nations in bottomless misery. 

And iiQ tbi& r· qt-t~- ~~¥.of the Second forld war, the allied ;,,.tions :ere I 
~d ~~- ~> ~ 

detennined not to ,ee .£og:J:et!i again. They ~e no more chances with this war-

idolizing, power-hungry;t;;essed people which had time and:,- again destroyed the 

peace of r.urppe. They were detennined to pull~ its fangsl'-once and f~ 

would render it incapable of ever again launching a war. 1,1J=H::1l81 mM1ciHs. Jrfia;:::,o so±6iiu-
~ 

~ 8is ~~ heads of the three great countries which had paid such a fearful price 
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for German belligere~~pennanentl to demilitarize Germany They also re

solved to democratize its schools so that the youth of German~he future 1cr1 kl 
•L- ~,.,.. • .J 

not be subjected to militarist training. They also reEuifde to decentralize its gov
/, 

ernment so that no future dic~ator would be able to us0 a.Ha wield a povrer.full y coor
ON>. 

dinated (',ermf:1Y a aP, n Qf .at:taelc against the world . 
~ vu~ "' 

That vras years ago. Today the United States is leading the Vforld in a deter-

l ~1f a.vJ.Ja11i, ~~ ~ ft mined effor to re-ann Gennany. ronically enough, the -~s(1;.lven -a:-s •i..aebly 
~ ~~ --....~--+-----,.;:;- ~ 

r the s ea Hitler gave when he persuaded the allies to help him re-arm - namely, th3 
-~·~ \)Jlj_ 1f II\ (1LJ 
~ ~e-6esei~ to resist Communist aggression. The Potsdam allies have fallen out. They 

willllr fought the war side by side against a common enemy~ ~ ~lizing against each 
~ 

other, and are courting the favor of 'Wile erstwhile common enel'l\Y• 
A 

~,, JM;y :t ememee;i;: :th~--,; sagree~en'fb among the allies foll011i. ng the first World war 

made possible the reconstruction of Germany's military might, made pos5±ble the emer

gence of Hitler, ~po~~ible his earlyr aetem,ei~ diplomatic and annexationist vic

tories. Germany knew afteP t,l:}9 first l'lorld. war how to play off one 

against the other and how to gain advantages from each. Hitler knevr how to make his 

brovm dictatorship tolerable and palatable to the allies by harping upon ~Qe evils 
~«~ 

and the dangers of the red dictatorship. So did Mussolini t ,A.ld that i~ now Europe 

was tur~ d over ~ll~ee] 1 ,, ~ helpless victim to the bestialities of Nazi and 

Fascist madmen while the democracies were pajtalyzed i Lto inaction by a propaganda 

which said that all these things l\aQ :te aa'.l:'l"efi :tae¥were necessary - in order to 

save Europe from a worse fate - tkiilt ::is te ea;c., from Communist domination. 

the unbearable tensions and the expansionist i= of the Nazi-Fascist adventurers 

final]¥ brought on the Second world war, it was found, 

but~ the Nazi and Fascist states, and Nr~d ~~~ommunist Rus:t'.: 

we:~!!e'i~tn~ f'ighting<Wri; against the democracies~~;::J ~~G-:c::ta&--... 
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History has often a atranee and tragic way of repeating itself. As i~ 

~cb ~ inescapable fate, as if under the :i:BeV'it.able compulsion of some spell or in

cantation, the allied nations are today retracing the same road which they took after 
8l4 ~.,,l!,...JL/ 

the First World war, step by step. Spurre~by the fear of,_.'Russia c: the same Rvssia 

which exist-ea af"t1er the Firs b Wo:r ld 'llaF - epttn ed by a fear o! Russ"'h- real ~ in-
~ J 

flated or imaginary,~ the democratic nations are rushing to re-arm Germany even be-

fore the Gennans have asked for it, even though most •f ~he Gennans are still opposed 

:ct-:- ~ 
to ~eMffi8:ffleB~. we he.d. acbul'd:ly determined to thrust rearmament upon Germany. 

The United states, ev:en more than Great Britain - certainly more than France - is 

resolved to bring ;vestern Germany within the Western European defense system whiek 

ift,. 'eoirig bttil'b ttp in 01 der te str&ngthefl e.llied dofen:!le~ agair:st the Soviet,, EYen a~ 

tbe gest or scrapping all the provisions of the Potsdam ag;pgemen+. made 5; years age.L 

rt is prepared to re-ann Germany in the S8.l!le manner as it is re-anning the member 
5 , - ,..J..1._ 

nations of the North Atlantic Pact,. ~~eh "" 'the German plants vrhich before 

the war produced a:nns and rnunitiqns ~ been destroyed by the allies, cit n:.ea.Re that 

the United 91tates will now -;Jl:;i Germaey v?ath arms and munitions , and the American 

--tr ~ t ~ J\lt}l,CjV~-- ,1 
tax-payer r1il1 pay r r~~Rg ~aaaey. -AMy-n return it is exP3cted that 

Western Gennany will supply the allied nations Vii th ground troop& Q.£ &iea tine,. ~ .. 

.. :0ot e~ough of their 9WB; the.t Western Ger:maiw: will provld~ maey di visions of ground 

troops to stand off a possible Russian invasion of the West. 

~..J.n order to persuade the Gennan peop to fall in line with our plans, _\'le . ~ 
~t ~ 

have been assiduously wooing them, an ing hem one cor.cession after another/'to win 

their favor. Within a day or two Germany will be permitted to set up its own Foreign 
f\4(4'.-J~~,-1~ J;i' ~ ~~~ 
Ql4'i-ee7 oet up "1nbassies and -nistrie~J ... ~v~r the world. We aPe lettine tAe 

Nazi convicted c:irninals ~ft~o ~e~c~he German people . High com

missioner cCloy a few weeks ago issued a blanket comnru.tation of the s~tences of 
}I~' ~ ~ ~('t /jl!v~4.~. 

~ 78 of the remaining 89 convicte~r:iminalsl'iR i;fke p!iseno ef Qerme;ny. 31 were 
11; 

promptly set at liberty; others had their sentences reduced. Among those who were 
I 
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promptly set at liberty was Mr. Alfred Krupp, and all eigh"zzf~s fellow convicts 

from the Krupp managemen}it. Alt.., these"':fl'~inals had be~~ and sentecced 
~ °''~ I • l ~ )I~ either ~=-----
those sentences had bee,< eviewed. ::; be.£:,~nere.l Olay. i!fJ~ admin-

istrators of concentration camps, 4~ guilty of racial atrocities, of 

deportation of masses of people, of mass murder, of slave labor, of the abduc~o~ 

children, of~rr,a in the calendar. And 'fhey have now been pardoned or/\ their 

sentences he:ir+'e been reduced• ~ Jbis act of clemency on ..the ~rt of the United states 
~ ~~ i rtl 

Goverment was/-to make the German people grateful~ the United states .. bindob:t;ed 
I Jv( r ~~c1 Sta bes. It was intended to impress the German peopleo/"°ur fairness. 

GP the £9Rtra?:J(, this act has aroused a storm of protest and indignation in Germany. 

l,ee,...eeJt confirmed the German people in ~belief, which they held r· ht~lo g, 
~ •'64~ I\ w, rt; - --

thatlM2h trials of these 1)89~ and their sentences were unjust • ~< moti-
~ l/11jt· ~~ ~---

vate lj)y ~ce1 -fl:DRI.J:Iiey ai::ovoitter about the remaining fewr have not been~ 

~ ~ i~er ty. ,...d they ttPs &o b:Utiii about it tbatA, day or two ago t1/I Chancellor, 

Conrad Adenauer, had to de~ U ·ted states~ C~sioncr cCloy again~ 

venomous personal attacks 

• n should take place, nge would be sought against the 

cCloyt s two children. 

The freeing of Alfred Krupp is a most revealing and ominous act. Decartelizatio~ 

~.:t;-~rl~<D!FC~C'ei~ff.tort-e~~~~~~~~~~affh the brea\l'.f of the II~ 

~~~ofthe allies $i,g the~ d. iL., of the great 

~b &,11na1i,a ffllef! tb°OWnt' These cartels had kept Hitler in power# heping, 

tll&t ~ough Hitler they/' ~eve two things i -::i::t st, the crushing of the povrer 

of organized labor; and secoodl¥,,the extension of their economic tentacles over all 

the countries YThich Hitler would conquer for them. .ltnd hese porrerf'ul trusts • nanced 



• 
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~ 
Hitler, and during the war Hitler rewarded them with huge contracts and profits and ,.. 
with nigh-limitless sources of slave labor• ee ~ne.t )t:ter the war the allies resolved 

to break up these cartels and a de--cartelization la:w was ei_:acted. et[/,_~~ 

!iaci;ifr~~ 5-~~----~--= ~~,w~~ 
We have been fighting our own battle here ever since the Korean 
affair broke, but it looks as though ours will have a far Je ss 
happy ending. Decartelization, dispersal of the r.G. Farben 
combine and break-up of the banking monopolies are about to be 
swept a.vray in the panicky rush to give the Germans whatever they 
want in order to get them to accept the arms we a re trying to 
thrust upon them. rt is a truly tragic and desparing situation. 

All prospect of any acceptance by the Germans of any part of our 
economic refonn progrPm has virtually disappeared in the scramble 
to get them back into uniform •••• Instead of advancing, as 
we v1ere doing for a while, vre are now havin.~ to fight very hard 
to hold o_n to arzything at all. rt now appears that our decar
telization program is out the vdndow.. • • The British were 
always against it and so were a lot of other people in our own 
occupation establishment. Between them a.nu the rush to re-arm 
Germaey, our deconcentration program appears about finished. 

Now , only few moths later, t~e e is a beautifl organi?.ed 
drive, en uraged y the British nd led by the o U Farbcn gang, 
to scrap he law nd let the Ge ans, meaning th Farben drowd, 
handle t e prob m • 

• • • The lack of resolve by the Allies, and their susceptibility 
to blaclanail, has now been graphically demonstrated. Tte Germans 
have tasted blood and they are on the prowl once more. once 
again, it is the old cr-J, "Deutschland tlber Alles." 

Only rec tly the I, nister of Just ce at Bonn 
speech • which he cienounced the ee High Co 
mantled hat • they g t out of Gerrna , and excor 
tion tute as a crap of paper rhich had no 
many. That•s whee we crune tn. Adolph Hitle 

lie 
rs, de

ated t occupa
uthori y in Ger
rides again. 

,\,Pd ,-£ 0~e,~ !1'~ of Mr • .A..lfred Krupp , the head of the vast Krupp in-
o.,,.) ~ ~~ fA.. 

dustries o,f :she ft&">- is the cuJmina.tion aM:: j\fte e'Mm&u ~f bhl.s process which has 
!D',,,,.,,.-~~-

een going on. Even ~h a mild pers9n as Hrs . Eleanor R osevel t finds herself com-
/I ~ u~ ~ ~~ -- . 

pelled to raise ~otest against waat l,a~ beerHaciRg f)laee. She 1110:t;e ifl efle el 

'l½or de:i.ey colruttris: 
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I also find it difficult to understand the freeing of Alfred 
Krupp and the return of his properties . The fact that vre have 
freed so many Jazis rr.ust be puzzling the German people . If we 
actually have a moral belief that nazisr.1 vras bad and that people 
who were trazis should not be encouraged, and if vre ti.1ink that 
cartels helped to bring on wars and should not be allowed, the 
Germans at least vrill respect the fact that we have moral ~an-

dards and stick to them. 

But if I am bewildered by what has been going on in the Ja st few 
weeks , what must it do to the Germans and our European allies? 
Are we trying to build an economic empire? I thought we 1 ere 
trying to rehabilitate the Germans and the economy of Europe , as 
a whole , along the lines that would make it more difficult for war 

1P~ recur , 

'"i\:nd """ far as the re- educatio in aemoexaey of the German youth is concerned, mt , 

" too , has been a colossal failure , a f i asco of t~e 1rors± ;ort . 

Dr . forth I.:cClure , the Dcecuti ve secretary of the .)'nerican As~wciation of school 

Administrators, speaking before a ashington audience so~e weeks ago declared: 

1? f~ 
ftj,Alov 1 

Gennan schools in the Arre rican zone a re bringing up another gen
eration to be blind followers •••• Unl ss a najor operation 
is performed in the~ rman school system, e hall prepa e for 
another generation that vrill welcome a diet tor .••• Ironi
cally we are doing it 'rith erican taxpa rs• money ex.pended 
for the express purpose of making another dictator unacceptable . 

~~-~ -+I 
~housands of former rt:J~~.:, baf5 _in thd~P~ee,eak-e~eEt;fJ~tble,;ia"=G;tltits':m:;:.~Jp"·t,-o"S"s-CA-, II,,. 
~ Western Qerr.iany1 ~ ~ _ ~ ! 

And an editorial i the !1ew York T es a few e: 

ve years of Gennan efforts reorien tion (in that 
i) have not ucceeded in fi ng the v uum left b the col apse 

the Reich • th an underst ding of t workings d meani s 

rr _±~-=-1r0t~ ~ ~ ~ - 1o 
.Here::v are , ±:be ~r formed u e 

J,t;.~ These Germans al"4~l.Ol;;....J;.t~-.;.. .... ;;;u:;i~ -"--m~_ '?Qr..,rt.~ ~~.., ,...-,.~ ~~---...,,. or democracy.,,, 'l'!J.&.1,_..,....,. 
~ ,..~ ..... -e. .. ,1$1:.,.. ~~ 
dfl t want another- war with Russia - at least tir.ie to come . They h 

not forgotten Stalingrad! They know now what 

annies 

are at 

cannot be disposed of in six weeks or so . 

theV~t in Eastern Germany and that rnanYi 
~ 

d not kn~_..the Russian 

that ~ ~isio1s of them 

any more are close behind them. 



• ~~~-~/v.,,Jt~JU>-A-t.Jl 
~ It.,. ~ h J-wu11,,-_ p.,-'-J ai-. II.. 
~ "7~ h u --rt. ~ ~" w.JM,t. i; ~ ,~ .... 

....__ The Germans of ··1ester Gcrnany are not unc;.ware that in case of war between t e 

East and,..the 'lest, any will be in the middle, the logical battl~} the 

first to be invade • ~Y know themselves to be vulnerable . TheJr 2re not eaeer to 

Hi tle r -v,ar, agM:i:n a 

such a war, • Germans 

tea or a 
..___...P".,. ~ 

it~, 
Logic and self- interest will dictc;.te to ~ , of course , to capitalize as much 

as possible on their bargaining position at the moment as betvreen the Soviet and the 

allied nations, to demand of the Western allies aniarti~ularly of the United states, 

prior to making any commitments, full independence , removal of all political, econ

omic and military restrictions, and full equality, ~ J.r they are to prcvi~'e n 
- L·QA ~ 

army ,_and it hase~ a lar e anny because if it i<l a small anzy,- i{ N; of value 

to the ~ tions - if they ae":a!o provide lffl a.oo;y , they will insis}th~ 

will have to be an independent/anny, under its ovm generals , and that 1'Jhi~ QPfft;f wil.l 

be organized Pitii( behind adequate allied divisions posted on Germany •s F.,astern bor

ders and an the iJhe :amer iR erdllJI: to shield ~ ft1Y-during the period of 

its • 

also exact commit~ents .from the 

T r Vil 

be restored to "thetn~ 

Sudetenland and ~ rea 'J I r ,. 

All this , of course, means the rebuilding" of • German military might /ff(; re

storation to power of the Gennan military cliquerrthe German mi itary staff, tile , 

r ebo:il:ding of tire 8erntah Weln11m:oht ~ tJien :!£t_is 9c:::t ~~,-.,....~ strong 

again, it will decide for itself when it wants to fight and whom it wants to fight . - --
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GdU,U 1;;- J.M. V ~ov...~~S4--« Quite cohcei vably it may find it advantageous t~ • vn th Soviet Russia 

as Hitler did 1tlth Stalin in 1939, as the Weimar Republic did with BeJ.sbe:sdk Jb1ssaa 

at Rapallo in 1922~ Bismarck ~_jays counseled the German people to make friend

ship with Russia - centraf~their .foreigr, policy, 
/\ ~ • &,0:err• ~ -

.!JIMs ~ance is deathly a.fraid o~fraid o.f a resurgent, powerful German 

Reich, T~ in the last century France has been invaded ~ Ger:naey, Under 

pressure of the United states, France is willing to agree that small units of Germans, 

not larger than a regiment, be permitted to organize and to be incorporated within 

the armies of thG Atlantic Pact nations/~ Gennans must have Jf ~I~ 
no air or naval , and must never come under German con:unand. ~f course, 

±ob i8 naive to expect that Gennaey will ever agree to such a humiliating arrangement. 

The Gennan people are thinking of quite other things - not of altruistically serving 

the cause of the allies, or of remaining loyal to c'.IrjT arrangement which vn.11 not ul

timately give Germany the coveted position of hegemony on the continent of Eu.rope. 

~o tlrai;--Jhe rearming of Germaey means putting ~&i~□&te~a.iag militarism in the 

saddle again in Germany and aggressive -GePtnarJ nationalism. It means \\reakening still 

further whatever democratic forces and sentiment there still remain in that country. 

rt means the blossoming anew of a neo-Naziism. It means the prelude to a third World 

war. 

In 11~ hmnl:Jle judgme~ decision at Potsdam taken by r~ aai,-Churchill and 

Stalin was a wise decision, ~~ Qee:i.eien. dictated by~ ta-tZ'nship. Gerniaey 

~~,:r be reattd~ Tl~ oo~.~r~e,/ei,:i~S::~~ .. ~?~ 
ralized,~eelii8lrt shouJQ 1:,e reached t., ,ieutralize Germany. Tl annies 

ts~ of the allies and of the Soviet union should be withdrawn from Germaey, .from• 

the .. h.tn:e t,f Ge11!lSrlY• East and West Germany should be permitted to reunite. The 

Pdivision is unnatural, like the}8th parallel in Koreaa..-,J.}-.f it is pennitte~ to.I' ... •~ 

< s5ba, 9' it vrill be a source of never-ending conflict et'ld d±so2 ilar and political dis

turbance in the heart of Europe. A united and mill tarized Germaey Vii. 11 be a menace 



/ 

to the world. ~-----
whole ~uro 

if 't:i so de sir 

greernent with the Soviet 

~ 
. \_ . _:=Je a~tastie ~ 01.1e :t J 
--rv"'(t'- wtl.l fA,.A ~ .. 

Walter Lippmann, wri ing recently, gave expression to~ t ought: 
/fA J,' 

The best, indeed the only, military course effectively open to us 
in Gennany and Japan is in fact the counterpart of the political 
course which most Germans and, I :imacine, most Japanese believe 
in. That is a policy of neutrality like that of SWeden and SWitz
erland, which rests not on pacifism and disarmament, but on the 
realization that acy other course is suicidal. 

The Russians must understand beyond doubt that we shall be cer
tain to retaliate if they attempt to conquer Western Europe, and 
that we shall destroy the material assets which they mieht seek 
to gain by conquest. 
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~ 12ower ~ destroy the R:11hr induetri es again,. as it di ci ia the Secona--

w~-

r believe myself (vrrites Mr. Lippmann) that we should revise 
our present policy - which is a corollary of the Truman Doc
trine and is designed to make Germany and Japan our military 
allies. We should espouse the policy which corresponds to 
our ovm military capacity, and to our ovm mill tary re cessi ties, 
and to the real will of the German and the Japanese nations -
which is to guarantee their independence, and to deny them to 
the Soviets. 

-¥.y de,m:a=- :f:Fiende, -i;;re is soon to be held in Paris the preliminary meeting of 

the Big Bour t t,f +:{ ~o, ;~rr::i_~e~or the meeting o.f the Council of 

Foreign J.'.inisters, _,ch ie J, discuss first and fm:eroo¢; 11the demilitarization o.f 

Germany." The United states properly stated that Germany is not a problem whic),t can 

be isolated from the context of similar areas of tension elsewhere. It wanted to 

broaden the agenda m~ lftleeeeded 1n doing ,_.. \Ill >Giited the agewl2 ext~ t;o -
~~Ci~~~-

include other issues which are at the root of the (:::~FV'El& Hew ~eiHgGen. Dean 

Acheson stated early in November, ''We are eager to have all causes for fear remove • 

~ welcome an opportunity to lessen fear." He expressed genuine desire to reach 

agreements with the Soviet Union which will remove or alleviate the threats to world 

security. This is most commendable. n;ut behind the scen1es, I am afraid, there are 

other forces at work. They are forces which are afraid lest Russia mieht make pro

posals at~ Council of Foreign Ministers for th!,.-unit'lan~ the neutralization and 

1me demilitarization ,~.,.~:~' which would ease :bile--tensions all around, but which 

wou d also scuttle o~for the remilitarization of Gennany and ;i:al\disrupt .e,_ 

plans both at home and abroad for intensified military preparedness. They don•t want 

it. 

°' I quote frOP1-. column of • Stewart 
~~w~ 

lsop ~~~.Aifew days ago. ,,·--=-r= .... 
A nightmare is beginning to haunt those responsible for American 
foreign policy. It is a bout as certain as can be that the Krem
lin will propose a settlement based on a 11 neutralizedtt Gertna1y 
after the withdrawal of occupation troops. Possibly it will os
tensibly accept a free, secret, unsupervised vote to elect a 
single all-German government. 
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This has raised an agonized debate in the State J8 par~ent and 
Pentagon. For the objective would be to end western rearmament, 
split the restern alliance and knock the props from under Amer
ican .foreign policy. • • •• 

For these reas others it is belie that any 
proposal a German se ement will essential 
temp ti trap for th rary V{est. et even a f 
cl rly camoufl , could hav isastrous c sequenc • .Amer
ican policy is squarely based on the assumption that a true b al-
aihce of power can only be achieved, and peace maintained if 
western Europe is rendered defensible, 

The Pentagon believes western Europe can never be defended with-
out German participation. Withdrawal of all occupation troops and 
permanent demili~arization of Gennany would, it is feared, cause 
the western European defense effort, just starting under Eisen
hower, to crumble into nothingness. If the Kremlin only seemed 
ready to offer a settlement involving the vdthdrawl of the Red Army 
to the Russian frontiers, it woul d be almost unbearably tempting 
to Gennans, French, British, and even to many .Americans. It 
might throw the whole western alliance into an uproar of bitter 
mutual recriminations causing the alliance to fall apart. 

This is why t ~is internal debate is vita"':lly important. One 
school of thought, particularly in the PentagonJ beli~ves an,y 
riennan settlement at this time, on a!.lY terms, disastrous. This 
scho-ol rould attempt to fore stall tne Kre • wi tli. a prior Amer
ican proposal for a Germ n se ement vr.i conditions the Soviets 
w u eiva15 acce_pt. Yet aey iimipl diplomatic device 
so obvious might split the allies by convincing the Europeans 
that the United States was interested only in war. 

There it isl I said some ti.--ie ago that there are forces at work in our country 

who do not want peace with Russia - regardless l ~ not believe that the two 

syste s can co-erist in the same world• They would therefore dragoon every possible 

ally - Tito, Franco, Naz~/Fascist - they would send our youth all over the world, 

militarize our life, drain our resources - just so there is no agreement ?nth Russia. 

I do not believe that the American people will accept position~~ 

fully realized what is involved. American s ·tatesmanship will have another sbsrec, 

1Wxe•111r historic opportunity at thelt forthcoming meetingl of the Co6ncil of the Big 

erican statesmanship faile i it :f 1 d • • rt might succ -
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PRESS RELEASE DICTATED BY PHO!JE TO CIEVELAND ImlS, J/5/51, RE. SERMON OF J/u/51 

In Potsdam in August 19h5 an agreement was reached between Truman, Churchill and 

Stalin for the complete demilitarization of Germany and the destr~ction of all of its 

war potentials. These countries had just emerged .from the horrors of the Second World 

War which Germany inflicted on mankind, and they vrere resolved not tp permit Gennaey 

tor epeat what it had done after the First World War - re-ann and try a second round. 

They would pull its fangs out once and for all. That was 51 years ago. 

Today the United states is leading the world in a detennined effort to re-ann 

Germany. Ironically enough, the reason given is the same as Hitler gave when he peI'

suaded the Allies to re-arm Germany - namely, to resist Communist aggression. History 

has often a strange and tragic way of repeating itself. As if under some spell or 

incantation, the Allied Nations are retracing today the same road step bystep. Spurred 

by a fear of Russia - real, inflated or imagincry - they are rushing to re-arm Germany 

even before the Germans have asked for it, even when most Germany are still opposed 

to it. In order to persuade Germany to fall in with our plans, we have assiduously 

-wooed it, granting one concession after another. A few weeks ago our government 

granted a blanket commutation of the sentences of nearly all the remaining convicted 

Nazi criminals, including Alfred Krupp and his co-managers of the Krupp empire which 

finances Hitler. 

The Germans have no intention to fight to make the world safe for democracy. 

Logic and self-interest will dictate to them not to be used as the spear-head in a war 

between the East and the West. To re-arm Qennany ne ans the restoration to power of 

the German military clique and the Gennan military staff. When that is done and Ger

macy is strong enough, it will decide for itself when it wants to fi ht and whom it 

wants to fight. Quite conceivably, it might find it advantageous to make an alliance 

with Soviet Russia, as Hitler did with Stalin in 1939. 

Re-arming Gennany means putting goose-stepping militarism in control again in 

Germany as well as aggressive German nationalism. It means weakening still fui,ther 

whatever democratic forces there are still left in that country. It means the en

couragement of a neo-Naziism. It means the prelude to a Third .Vorld War. 
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Gennany should be pennanently demilitarized and permitted to become a neutral 

state like SWitzerland. The armies of the Allies and the Soviet Union should be 

withdrawn. Eastern and Western Germany should be allov;ed to reunite. The present 

division is as unnatural as the 38th parallel in Korea. A united and militarized 

Germany vrould be a menace to Europe. A united and demilitarized Germany may be the 

way of pacifying the whole continent of Europe. 
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March 4, 1951 

At Potsdam in August 1945 an agreament was reached between President Truman• 

Churchill and staJin for the canplete da111tarization or Germany. They agreed t t 

all war potentials in Gel"l'.DU\Y should be destroyed, all war plants, warships, a:ircrart 

and arms, ao that Germany would never again be able to make war. 

1flv' was this decision reached by the heads of the governments of the tJnited . 
States, Great Britain and the Sovi.At Union. They had just emerged .from the horrors 

and the devastations or the Second orld which Gennarv inflicted on mankind - the 

second world war in a single generation. They recalled that Oerman;y had been de

feated in the First orld liar, but that subsequently it had been permitted to re-arm, 

orey to hurl her military might a second time against the allied nations with 8'1811 

greater fury and ruthlessneae and violence• under Hi t1er, u under the Itaiaer, the 

military clique ot Germany, backed bi its powerf'al imustrial cartels, had made a 

aecoJXi attempt at conqueet and world danination. ~ was not t all retioent 

about its intentions. It bad~~ announced it o the om.an people and to the 

whole world, and the rman people had enthwd.astieaJ:q appro'fltd of tmse intentions, 

and had gleefully hailed each successive step and victor., on the road on which thee, 

beliewd tbemeelves to be marching, the JfOad to world master.,. 'l'h8y' failed a second 

t· , not, however, before they had drenched Europe with blood and slaughtered~ 

lions of people and exterminated whole peoples, and left countless cities in ruins 

and nations in bottalll.eas m:ieery. 

Am a, this time, as the close of the Second world r, the •J 1:t ed nations wre 

determined not to be fooled again. They would take no more chances w1 th thia war

idollzing, PQ119r-hungr.y. obaessed people which had time and t1ma ap1 n deatro)'9d tba 

peace of r♦urppe. They were determined to pull out its tangs once and tor an. The;r 

would render it incapable ot ever again launching a war upon manJd.rxl. And ao 1101-m

~ did tha• hea<hl or the three great countriea which had paid such a tearf\11 price 

. I 



ror German belligere?lC)",. resolwd permanently to demilitarize Oerma117. They also re

solved to democratize its schools so that the youth of Germany in the future would 

not be subjected to m1litarist training. They also resolved to decentralize its go~ 

erment so that no future dictator ll'Ould be able to use am wield a J)OIIO~ COOI'

dinated German., as a 119apon of attack against the 170rld. 

That was S½ years ago. 'l'oda;r the trnited states is lead1ng the world in a deter

mined ettort to re-ar111 aermaxv. And ironica~ enough• the n.aaons giwn are exact:cy 

the same as Hitler g&"V9 when be persuaded the allies to help him re an. - name~, th, 

neceas1t7 to 1'8Sist Camnunist aggreasion. The Potsdam allies have rallen out. Thay 

who tought the war side by side against a canmon eua1uy are now mobilising aga:lnat each 

other,. and are courting the tavor or the .rat.while CO'JIDOn enenv. 

You may remember that disagreement among the allies following the 1'.1.rst World war 

made possible the reconstruction or Oermany• s militar., -1ght, made possible the aner

gence ot Hitler, Dade possible his earzy-, utcnmd:\ng diplanatic and ama:xa+J.onist nc91! 

tories. Germany knew attar the first World war bow to pl.q orr one or the allies 

against the other and how to gain adftntages tram each. Hitler knew how to make his 

brown dictatorship tolerable and palatable to the allies by harping upon the m.18 

and the dangers of the red dictatorahip. So did UUssollni l Arxl that is how Europe 

was t~ d owr, you will recall, a helpless "fi.ctiJI to the beatiall ties of Hai am 

Fascist madlleD while the daaocracies wre ~ i nto inaction by a propaganda 

which said that all these things bad to happen - they were naoeaS&1.7 - in order to 

save Europe !'ran a woree tat.e - that is to -.y, f"ran Camm.mist <t:>mination. But wbm 

the unbearable tensions am the expansionist, avarice or the Bai-~et. adftntUNrS 

final~ brought on the Seeond world war, it waa touncl, stranp to say - airabila dictu 

- it was tound that the allied democratic nationa wre at war_ not with Cc-mm at 

Russia, hit 1li th the IIUSi and Faacist statsa, and it waa tound that Caaaum.st Russia 

wu actua~ ftghting not against the danocraciea, but on the ai(a ot the dalocraoiaa. 
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His o rr has often a strange and tragic wq of repeating i taelf'. As it by sine 

act of inescapable tnte, as 1r umer the inevitable caapulsion of some spell or in

cantation, the allied nations are toda;y' retracing the same road which they took af'ter 

the First orld war, st,ep by step. Spurred by the ~ar or Russia - tho same Russia 

which exiat.ed after the First rld war - spurred by a fear of Ruas:ia - real or in

flated or imaginary' - the democratic nations are rushing to re-arm Germa:ly even be

fore the Germans have asked for it, eND though most or the Germans are still oppo98d 

to rearmament. We had actually determined to thrust rearmament upon Germat\Y. 

Tbe United states, eian mol'e than Great Britain - certain:cy- more than France - is 

resolvad to bring stern Gorm&JV within the stern European defense syatam which 

is being built up in order to strengthen aJJied defenses against the Soviet, sen at 

the cost ot scrapping all the provisions of the Potsdam agreement made~ years ago. 

It is prepared to re-arm Oemattr in the aaiw manner as it is i'9-ariling the med>er 

nati one or the North Atlantic Pact, and inasmuch as the Oerman plants which before 

the war produoed arms and m\mitions had been destroyed lJ1" the aJJies~ it means that 

the united states will now provide Ger.mar\Y with arms and munitions, an:l the American 

tax-payer will pq for the re-arming of Germ&JV• And 1n return it is ~ct.eel that 

estern Cll:rmat\T will supp],y the a) J 1 ad nations with ground troops of which they haw 

not enough of their Olffl1 that estern Gennaqy will provide m&tlr divisions of ground 

trC?OPB to stand off a possible Russian invasion of the lfeat. 

And in order to persuade the German people to :fall in line lli th our plans, w 
ha• been assiduously wooing them, granting thein one comeasion after another, to win 

their tawr. Within a dq or tao Oermaey will be permitted to eat up its own Foreign 

0i'1'1ce and eet up Embassies and llin1stz1.ea all over the world. e are letti~ tha 

Nui convict.eel criminals go tree to please and placate the German people. High Om-

missioner cclc7 a few 1'88ka ago issuad a blanbt canmutation ot the •ntencea of 

some 78 of the rema1ning 89 convicted m1a1nals in the prisons o£ 0el'IUUJ7• 31 wena 

pranptly set at liberty'J others bad their aentencaa reduced. A11ong thoee who were 
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prmptly set at libert;y: was • Alrred xrupp, and all eight ot his tell.an' convicts 

tram the n-upp management. All or these criminals bad been tried and sentwed and 
either 

those sentences had been reviewd once before b.Y aeneral Cla7. '1'hs7 ware ••• admin-

istrators of concentration camps, they were either guilty or racial atrocities, ot 

deportation ot masses of people, of mass murder, of slave labor, of the abduction ot 

children., ot every crine in the calendar. And they have now been pardoned or their 

aentences have been reduced, and this act of clemency on the part or the united sta tAta 

Govemnent was to maka the German people grateful to the United states and indebted 

to the United states. It was intended to impress the Oerman people or our .fairness. 

on the contrary• this act has aroused a storm o:f protest and indicnation in Germany 

because it confirmed the German people in the belie.t, which they held right along, 

that the trials or these people and their aentenees were unjust originalq- and moti-

vat-1 by vengaance, and they are bitter about 

at liberty., And they are so bitter about it t 

rEl!lain:lng f• who have not been mt 

or taro ago the Chancellor, 

Conrad Adenauer• had to def'end the UDited state1.t• !H.gh Cmnd ssioner IICCl.or against 

vanmaous personal attacks eo that even the nswapapera tran the Germans who bellewd 

Cloy should have e xten:led clemen07 to the liBt 88ftn Masi war cr1minala whose a

ecution at Landsburg is still delayed. Both ur. and urs. UCCloy have naceiwd &DOJV'

moue threatening letters since the final Landsburg decisions 1l9r8 announced, and one 

saiAI that it the e.mcution shoul d take place• revenp 11'0uld be sought against the 

MCClay•s two children. 

The freeing ot ll.tred Xrupp is a most rewaling and anjnous act.~ Decartelisation 

- that is, the de-concentration of hea'Vl" industry in aermarv-. the brea~ ot thll 

whole cartel mtwork - was one of the great alogma ofthe allies during the war am 

against OermarJT when the war was won. These cartels had kept Hitler in power, hoping 

that through Hitler they would achie'Vlt two· things, n.rst, the crushing of the pm,ar 

o~ organized labor1 and aecondly', the e>..1-.ension of their ecotdd.c t.entaolea Oftr all 

the oountriea whioh Hitler would conquer ror thall. And theae power.tul trusta 1'.1.nmo1I 
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Hi tJJJr, and during the war Hitler ded tll&ll th huge contracts airl proti t arxl 

with nigh-limitlesa sources of slave labor- sot t after the war th allies resolved 

to break up these cartels and a de-cartelization 

happened. 

was enacted. :AJ'Xi this is t 

Ona of the bera or the United states• nti-Trust team 1rhich had boen •nt over 

to German;r last yur reports as f'ollon, 

have been .fighting our 01m battle re ever since the Korean 
affair broke, but it looks as though ours will have a far le as 
happy ending. Decartellution• dispersal of' the 1.0. Farben 
combine and break-up of the banking monopolies are about to be 
anpt away in the panicky rush to ei ve the Germans wha tffer they 
want in order to get them to accept the arms are trying to 
thrust upon them. It is a trulJr tragic and deaparing situation. 

All prospect or any acceptance by the Germans ot 8I\Y part of our 
economic reform program has virtually disappeared in the scramble 
to gat thaa back into uniform. •• • rnstead of acmmcing• aa 

were doing for a while• we ar nmr bavin to .tight very hard 
to hold on to aivth:ing at all. It now appears that our deoar
telizat.ion program is out the window. • • • The British were 
allrays against it and 80 were a lot of ot people in our own 
occupation establishment. Between them n the rush to re arm 
Oermaiv, our deconcentration program a~.JCI, ...... s about f'imshed. 

• onq a rn months later• there is beauUtul.ly' organiad 
drive_ encoura 'ed by the British and led 'tr.I the old Farben ~, 
to scrap the law and let the Germans, meaning the Farben dluld, 
handle the problem. 

••• The lack of resolve by the Allies, ani their suaceptibility 
to blackmail• has now been graphica.l]i demonstrated. The Germane 
have tasted blood and they are on the pro l once more. onoe 
again• it is the old aey, "DeutschlaIXi Uber All••• 

~ recentl.1' the 1linister or Justice at Bonn made a public 
speech in which he denounced the three High Camaissioners, de
JIIIJlded that the;r get out ot Germ&?V', and excoriated the oc~ 
tion statute as a scrap of paper hich had no authority in Qer
JlllllY'• 'that•s where w came in. Adolph Hitler rides again. 

And or courae, the treeing or • ltred Krupp, the head or the ft.at Krupp in

dwrtriee ot the Ruhr, ia the culmination and the r.J1mx ot this prooeaa which bu 

been going on. Eftn such a mild person as s. EJeamr Roo_,.lt tinda herselt can

pelled to raiae a protest against what has been ing place. Sha wrote in o ot 

her da.1)1' col111DB1 
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I also find it dit.ficult to understand the tree~ of" Alfred 
l:rupp and the return of • s properties. The fact that have 
treed so Nazis must be puzzling the German people. It • 
actually have moral belier that Iazism was bad and that peoplo 
who were azis should not be encoura0 d, and if" • think that 
cartels helped to bring on wars an ~ 10~1 not be allowod• the 
Germans at least will respect the fact hat e have morals tan-

darda and stick to them. 

But if I bewildered by ?hat has been goin on in the Ja st few 
119eks1 hat st it do to the Germans and our European allies? 
Are we trying to build an econottlc 1 e? I tho tght a ere 
trying to rehabilitate the Germans a the econcmiy or Europe, as 
a whole, along the linos that o ld e it more difficult far war 
to recur. 

And as far a s the re-education in democracy of the Oerman youth is concerned, it, 

too, has been a colossal failure, a n.&eco of the worst eort. 

Dr •. iorth 'cClure, the f'...Xecutive cretary of the •ncan Association or school 

Administrators, speaking before a hington a dience s 118ekB ago declared, 

German schools in the A'!le rican zone • lringipg up another gen-
eration to be blind followers ••• • unlees a major operation 
1s perfo:med in the Cl!rman school 111' , shall prepare tar 
another geooration that will welcome a • o tor. • • • Ironi
cally we re doing it with Amcri.can ta.J~nu-.• DaD87 expertr• 
tor the express purpose or making another dictator unacceptable. 

Thousands of former ll&Zis are back in t 1r echool teaching jobs 
in Western Germany. 

l?Xi an editorial in the New York Time a few ~sago wrote, 

Five years ot German e£forts of norientation {in education• that 
ia) have not INCceeded in filling the vacUtD le.rt by the collapse 
or the Reich with an understamin or the workings and meaning• 
ot democracy. 

they 
Here 1111 are• the same Germana, unretor:ned• unrepentan\, and we are about to reara 

them. These Germans are not thinking <:£ making the world aate tor democraa7. Thq 

don•t •nt mother war with Rusaia - at least not for some t1me to come. They ha 

not forgotten stalingrad. They know now what Hitler did not knolr1 that the Ruasian 

armies cannot be dispoeed of in llix welaJ or eo. They know that )0 divisions ot th• 

are at the manent in FAstern Ge~ and that many, many more are cloae behim thaL 
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The Germana ~ stern Germany are not unmra.re that in case or between the ,,.. 

East and th ~ , Gormat17 ldll be i n the middle, the logical battlefieJd, the 

first to be invaded - t hey kncnr th.em 1 ves to be vulnerable. They are not eager to 

Eake their countey, still battered and unrucovered .fro tm Hitler war, again a 

bat,tlefield. They are also not unaware that the avant o.r such war, the Ge'.1'."m&lls 

of the ieat would be fighting Germans in the E st. They are not eager for such 

civil war, and so rran the mouth o.r moat Germans ./ou hear today the slogan, "0hna 

mich,• - "Without ', 11count me out. 

Logic and lf-interest will dictate to t , of couroo, to capitalize as much 

as possible on their bargaining position at the moment as between the soviet and the 

allied nations- to demand or the stern allies an arlicularly or the United states, 

prior to making any commitments, full indepen ence, removal of all political, ecOD!

omic and milita.r;yrestrictions, and full aqua 

8rlJ\Y' and it has to be a large ~ because if it i all anv-, it is or no wlue 

to the allied nations - if thej' .. to provi an •-R"• they- will insist that it 
German 

will have to be an independent/ arm;r, under its mm generals, and that this arDlV" will 

be organized only behind adequate aJJied divisions posted on Germaqy•s FAstern ~ 

dera and on the Elbe Riftr in order to shield the German m-rq during the period ot 

i ta rearmament, and of course, without cost to the rman ta.."Cp8Y8r. 

And they will also xact commitments trom t e allies. that in cue there 18 a 

Third orld and it i won by the aJJieci nations, all the territories talcan tran 

Germany in 1945. such a SUdetenland arx1 th areas taken by Poland and Russia, shall 

be restored to them. 

All this• or ~ourse, means the rebuilding or the German military- might• the re

storation to power or the German mill tar.r clique of the German mill tary lrtatt • the 

rebuilding or the German ehrmacht - am when th t is done and Germany is strorg 

again, it will decide fbr itself when it wants to fight ani when it wants to ri&h\. 
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te cohcei vab:cy, it ffi81' find it advantageous to make an al J 1•nce with Soviet Russia 

as Hitler did with stalin in 1939, as the e:1mar Republic did with Bolshevik Russia 

at Ra~ in 1922. ignarck had aJ:ways counaeled the Oerman people to make .fr1e 

sh p with Russia as central in their foreign policy. 

This is what France 13 deat~ afraid or, a.fraid or a resurgent• powerful (}!rman 

Reich. Three times n the last century-France has been invaded by Germaey. under 

pressure of the nited states, France is willin to ngree that small tmits of Germans, 

not larger than a regiment, bo pomi tted to organize and to oo imorporated w1 thin 

the armies or t c l'orth tlantic Pact nations. The Germans wst have no armor and 

no air or naval support, an:l must never cane W'rler aen:ian coa:aarxl. And- or course• 

it is naive to expect that Genna.iv will ever agre to such a lnim1JiatJ.~ arrangement. 

The German people are t linking of quite other t . • n - not or altruisticaJ ly serving 

the cause or the allies, or or ~ loyal to ~ &XTangement which will not ul

timately give Germany the coveted pc;,sition of h r,,y on the continent or Europe. 

So that the rearming of Germaw means put i sroc,se-stepping militarim in the 

aaddle again in rmany arxi aggre si ve German nationall sm. It means wubnlng still 

further whatever democr tic forces and santtment there still remain in that countr.,. 

It means the blossaning anew of neo-Basiism. It I!lBans tho prelude to a third World 

ar. 

In my humble judgment the decision at Potsdam taken by Truman and Chureb1J l and 

Stalin was a wise decision• the oncy decision dictated by real s tateaanship. Germa!V' 

should never be rearmed. It shoul d be permanent~ dem111tarised, such s ~tserland 

is - neutralized. Agreement sh ld be reached to neutralize GermalV'• The anld.e• 

both of the al J ies and or the Soviet union sho ld be wi.thch an trCD aermaiv. trail 

the whole o£ Germat\T• ~t and ~st Germany ho 1d be permitted to raum.te. The 

division is unnatural, like the 28th parallel in Korea• and it it is permitted to 

stq, it will be a source ot never-ending conflict and disorder and political da

turbance in the heart of Europe. A united and militariad Germa?V' 11411 be a •moe 
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to ihe world. united and demil:itarized Germaey y be the way of pacif'ying 

whole of Europe. T rman people will ha e the opportunity to rebuild its li.f) , 

it it so desires• on democratic lines and 1 ways. 

nds of maey people t 1at a n as I am afraid that the thought exists in th 

t aJJ1ed armie are withdrawn rran Bbstern 

nion am the Russian armi.e are thch-an 

by agreement rl th the Soviet 

stern Europe, at some moment er 
other Soviet Russia will pounce again on Ge ar.tr, take over all or it, nd camnunize 

it. There will always remajn on the ;astern border of Qe~ the .orth Atlantic 

Pact nations who ha .. re agreed aIXK>ng themselves t t an attack on any one of t is 

an attack on all or them, am ho will announce clear~ to the world that the inva

sion of Gerniaey will be a signal of war• armies of the north tlantic Pact na-

tions are not inconsido bl.e and t:lBY' strengthened and built up into creater force, 

and behind ia the United states of rica nlmd by treaty • th these orth A 

lantic Pact peoples, which can brine the pqwer 

they are not inconsiderable - and particularly it 

t of its armed forces, am 

ot the 11 or 12 mm:mner of stem Europe to such a d ~e as to make any invasion 

of Oermaey terribly costly and almost prohibitive, should the Soviet union think ot 
invasion. And it such a combination of forces inadequate to stop Russia• then the 

attempt to rely upon astern Gert?l&?\V' as the power to save the estern allied nations 

is a fantastic one, a groundless om leaninp- on broken reed. 

·•alter Lipp:aann• llriting recently, gave e---s ion to this thou htt 

The beat, imeed the only• ndlitary course effectively open to us in Qel"1111ey and Japan is in fact the counterpart of the pollt1cal. 
cour which most Germans and, I imagin , a>st Japmese bell.na 
in. That ia a policy of' neutrality like that or ~KJen and srlts
erland, ,rhich rests not on pacifi• am diaarmaant, blt on the 
reaJ1sation hat a.oy other course is 1icidal. 

The Russians 11U8t understa beyond doubt that we shall be oar
tain to r.tallate if tlwy ttempt to co--..-•- stern Europe, and 
that shall destroy the material assets ch thay might -k 
to pin bJ' conquest. 
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Allied air power can dsstroy the Ruhr industries again, as it did in the S.Coni 

orld r. 

I beliew nn U' (writes _ • L.1.p t t e should revi 
our present; policy - which i corol~ of tbe 1r'Uman Doc
tr ne a is designed to make Germarzy n Japan our military 
allies. e s ou d espouse ·he policy tl h corresponds to 
our O?m mill tary e apac -V• and to our m:f li tary m cessi ties, 
and to the re will of th~ rman an • , .e J pamse ti ns -

ch is to guarantee their i'""' ependence, and to deny them to 
the Soviet!'. 

ty de r friends, there is soon -oo be hel in ris t 1e prolirtlnary meetine of 

the 13ig Bour - tomorrovr - to formulate tho age or tho meeting of the council of 

Foreign Ministers hich is to disc ss fir t n n st «the dem1 J :i tarization of 

.;ermany.•. The Uttited states properly stated t t rl'llaJV is not a problem whic)I can 

be isolated from the c ntext or smlar areas of tension e hare. It ted to 

broaden the agsnda arrl has succeeded in doing ~. 

include other issues which are at the root of t 

Acheson stated early in ovember, are eager t 

wanted the agenda extemed to 

or Nerves now oing on. ll'l 

all causes £or tear removad. 

wlcane an opportunity to lessen .f'ear.n expressed genuine deaira to reach 

agreements with the Soviet tMion • ch will raaove or alleviate the tbreats to world 

security. This s most camnendable. But behii'Xl the acencea. I am afraid, there are 

other forces at work. They are forces hi.ch ai'raid lest Russia might male pro-

posala at tbi • C~il or Foreign Uinisters for the unity and the neutralization and 

the dnm:111tarization or Germany- whic uld ease the tensions all aroum, but1rhich 

would also 8CUttle our plan for the nmdJ:2terization or German;, am al.ao d1llrupt our 

plans both at home ani abroad ror intensitied m:!J:ltaey pr-eparedneaa. The7 don•t want 

it. 

I quot., fra1 the column or • Stewart Alsop -nritten tew ~s ago. 

A nightmare is beginm.ng to haunt tho responsible "'or American 
f'oreign policy. It is about u certain as oan be that the Kra
lin will propc> a eettlement based en 11neut.ralised11 Gerlllll7 
af'tar the withdrawal or occupation t.roops. Possib:q it will o.
tenaib~ accept a tree. acr.t, unsuperri d 'ft>te to elect a 
single all nnan gowrnaent. 
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This has raise an agonize 1 de te L t state partment; :.ul( .. 
Pentagon. For the objective uld be to end 1'19Stern rearmament., 
apli t the .. 0 stern allj anco an knock t c rops 1'.rom un lar Ain.or
ican foreign policy. 

For theso rea~ons and others , it is believed that aey Soviet 
proposal £or a German settlement will be essentially a take, a 
tempting trap ror the unnary est. Yet f1'I n a fake proposal 
cleverly c ouf'lage - coul have disa trous conse uences. .AJD.c.t'
ican policy is squarely based on t.lie a sumption that a true b al
aloe of power can onll' be achioved, and_ peace maintai.lwd it 
western Europe is rendered detensible. 

The Pentagon oelieves western Europe ca never be de.fonded w.i th-
out Ge n participation. ithdrawal of all occupat~.on troops and 
permanent demilitarisation or Germany m>ul , it is feared, cause 
the western European de£sns effort, j t starting under Eisen
hower, to crumble into nothingness . ! -t e Kremlin only seemed 
ready to ofter a settlament involvi.n the "thdrawl or t.ri.e R d Army 
to the Russian frontiers I it ould oo lrnost unbearab~ tempti~ 
to Oermans, French, British, and even to many .Americans. It 

ght throw t}.e le western alliance int,o an uproar of bitter 
mutual recrim1nations causing the ilia to fall apart. 

'l'his .:a why t tis internal debate is vita lj' ~rtant. ·one 
school or thought~ particularly" in the ntAgo,n, believes ruv 

r'l..ian settlement at this time, on tJrlY,.,. _____ ~
7 

, disastrous . fbis 
school ,-ould attempt to forestall the gi.,..il..l.,M th a prior /JD£r
ican proposal tor a Ge i1llil ttlement th conditions the Sov:i.eto 
would not conceiwbly accept. Yet aru aelpi: dipla:latic device 
so obvious might split t allies by convincing the Europeans 
that t. e united states was ·ntorested o ~ in war. 

There it is I I said s t· e ago that there are :f'orces at 1r0rk in our country 

mo do not want peace • th Russia - re a De as 1 • ho ch not bell 'le that the tw 

systems can co-exist n t a o 1 t,herefore draeoon ftV8l7 possible 

al:cy" - Tito, Franco, Nazi, Fascist - t ey wo d send our youth all over t~1e world• 

mill tarize our life, drain our reso ces - j t so there is no agreement l'li th Russia. 

I o not bell vet "' t t e ric 1 people .i.11 accept th.:: t posi ti.on after it has 

fully reaJized t is involved. American statesmanship will have anot.l]er chance, 

another historic opparli\Ul1.ty at t 1ese .i'orthcomin etings of the Coil¥:il of the Big 

Four. Americans tate anship .tailed in KoreaJ it .failed in Chir..a. It might succeed 

if so it wishes - it • ht aicceed magnil'ice tJ.y. historicail1' - start mankind on 

nn road aq rr war to peace - at this critical md decisive meeting, long cnardue 

or the Great rs who have the desti.JV or the crld in the palms or their bamll. 
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AT POTSDAM IN AUGUST 1945 AN AGREEMENT WA REACHED BETWEEN 

fi Truman, Churchill and Stalin for the complete demilitariza
tion of Germany. They agreed that all war potentials of 

Germany should be destroyed - war plants, warships, aircraft 
and arms-so that Germany would never again he able to make war. 

Why was this decision reached by the heads of the governments 
of the United States, Great Britain and the Soviet Union? These 
countries had just emerged from the horrors and devastations of 
the Second World War which Germany had inflicted on mankind 
- a second world war in a single generation. They recalled that 
Germany had been defeated in the First World War, hut that 
subsequently it had been permitted to re•arm, only to hurl her 
military might a second time against tbe allied nations with even 
greater fury and ruthlessness. Under Hitler, as under the Kaiser, 
the military clique of Gennany, backed by its powerful industrial 
cartels, had made a second attempt at conquest and world domina
tion. Germany had not been reticent about its intentions. It had 
proudly announced them to the German people and to the whole 
world. The German people had enthusiastically approved of these 
intentions, and had hailed each successive victory on the road on 
which they believed themselves to he marching, the road to world 
mastery. They failed a second time, hut not, however, before they 
had drenched Europe with blood and slaughtered millions of 
people and left countless cities in ruins and nations in bottomless 
misery. 

At the close of the Second World War, the allied nations were 
determined not to make the same mistake again. They resolved 
to take no more chances with this war-idolizing, power-hungry, 
and obsessed people which had time and time again destroyed the 
peace of Europe. They were determined to pull its fangs out once 
for all. They would render it incapable of ever again launching 
a war. Accordingly, the heads of the three great countries which 
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had paid such a fearful price for German belligerency, solemnly 
resolved to demilitarize Germany permanently. They also resolved 
to democratize its schools so that the youth of Germany would in 
the future not he subjected again to militaristic training. They 
also agreed to decentralize its government so that no future dictator 
would he able to wield a powerfully coordinated Germany as an 
offensive weapon against the world. 

That was five · and a half years ago. Today the United States 
is leading the world in a determined effort to re-arm Germany! 

Ironically enough, the explanation which is given for this 
change of front is exactly the same as Hitler gave when he per
suaded the allies to help him re-arm - namely, the over-riding 
need to resist Communist aggression. 

The Potsdam allies have now fallen out. They fought the war 
side by side against a common enemy, hut now they are mobilizing 
against each other, and are courting the favor of their erstwhile 
common enemy. 

Disagreements among the allies following the first World War 
made possib]e the reconstruction of Germany's military might, 
the emergence of Hitler, and his early dip,lomatic and annexationist 
victories. Germany knew how to play off one ally against the other 
and how to gain advantages from each. Hider knew how to make 
his brown dictatorship tolerable and pa1atahle to the allies by harp
ing upon the evils and the dangers of the red dictatorship. So did 
Mussolini. As a result Europe was turned over as a helpless victim 
to the bestialities of Nazi and Fasci:s,t madmen while the democ
racies were paralyzed into inaction by a propaganda which said 
that all these things were necessary - in order to save Europe 
from a worse fate-from Communist domination. But strange to 
say, when the unbearable tensions and the expansionist greed of 
the Nazi-Fascist adventurers finally brought on the Second World 
War, it was found that the allied democratic nations were at war, 
not with Communist Russia, hut with the Nazi and Fascist states, 
and Communist Russia, far from fighting against the democracies, 
was actually fighting on their side. 

History has often a strange and tragic way of repeating itseH. 
As if doomed by some inescapable fate, as if under the compulsion 
of some spell or incantation, the allied nations are today retracing 
the same road which they took after the First World War, step by 
step. Spurred on by the fear of Communist Russia, real, inflated 
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or imaginary, the democratic nations are rushing to re-arm Germany 
even before the Germans have asked for it, even though most 
Germans are still oppo ed to it. We are determined to thru t 
rearmament upon Germany. 

The United States, even more than Great Britain - certainly 
more than France-is resolved to bring Western Germany within 
the Western European defense system against the Soviet. It is 
prepared to re-arm Germany in the same manner as it is re-arming 
the member nations of the North Atlantic Pact. Since all German 
plants which before the war produced arms and munitions have 
been destroyed by the allies, the United States will now equip 
Germany with arms and munitions, and the American taxpayer 
will pay for the cost of German rearmament. In return it is expected 
that Western Germany will supply the allied nations with many 
divisions of ground troops to stand off a possible Russian invasion 
of the West. 

In order to persuade the German people to fall in line with our 
plans, we have been assiduously wooing them. We have been grant
ing them one ,._-mcession after another in order to win their favor. 
Within a day or two Germany will be permitted to set up its own 
Foreign Ministry and its own embassies and minis,tries again all 
over the world. Nazi convicted criminals have been set free to placate 
the German people. High Commissioner McCloy a few weeks ago 
issued a blanket commutation of the sentences of 78 of the remain
ing 89 convicted Nazi criminals who were serving sentences. 31 
were promptly set at liberty; the others bad their sentences reduced. 
Among those who were promptly set at liberty was AHred Krupp, 
and all eight of his fellow convicts from the Krupp management. 
All these Nazi criminals had been fairly tried and sentenced, and 
their sentences had been officially reviewed. These azis had been 
either brutal administrators of concentration camps, or guilty of 
racial atrocities, of deportation of masses of people, of mass murder, 
of slave labor, of the abduction of children, of almost every crime 
in the calendar. They have now been pardoned or have had their 
sentences reduced. This act of clemency on the part of the United 
States Government was intended to make the German people 
grateful and indebted to the United States. It was intended to 
impress the German people with our fairness. Instead, this act 
has aroused a storm of protest and indignation in Germany. It 
confirmed the German people in their belief, which they held 
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right along, that the trials of these Germans and their sentences 
were unjust in the first place, and motivated solely by vengeance. 
They were hitter about the remaining few Nazi criminals who 
have not been pardoned. A day or two ago Chancellor Conrad 
Adenauer found it necessary to def end the United States' High 
Commissioner McCloy against venomous personal attacked which 
followed his act of clemency. "The revision of war crimes sentences 
which United States authorities said they had hoped would end 
once and for all the West German agitations in this field has not 
resulted in the desired effect," reports the New York Times cor
respondent from Frankfurt, Germany, under date of February 6th. 
"A survey of German public opinion disclosed the widespread 
belief that the decisions which reprieved war criminals from the 
gallows and modified prison terms for many others, was dictated 
by political expediency. From many German sources commenting 
on decisions came the underscored view that 'the times had changed' 
because the Western nations 'need German good will'." 

The freeing of Alfred Krupp is a most revealing and ominous 
act. Decartelization, the break-up of the vast cartel network of 
German heavy industry, was one of the great objectives of the allies 
at the close of the war. These cartels had kept Hitler in power. 
Through Hitler they had hoped to achieve two things: the crushing 
of the power of organized labor, and the extension of their economic 
tentacles over all the ,countries which Hitler would conquer for 
them. These powerful trusts financed Hitler, and during the war 
Hitler rewarded them with huge war contracts and profits and with 
nigh-limitless sources of slave labor. After the war the allies resolved 
to break up these cartels and a decartelization law was enacted. 
But to quote Mr. Robert S. Allen, who published in the New York 
Post of November 26, 1950, excerpts from a report of an official 
American observer, this is what actually happened: 

We have been fighting our own battle here ever since the 
Korean affair broke, hut it looks as though ours will have 
a far less happy ending. Decartelization, dispersal of the 
I. G. F arhen combine and break-up of the hanking mono
polies are about to he swept away in the panicky rush to 
give the Germans whatever they want in order to get them 
to accept the arms we are trying to thrust upon them. It 
is a truly tragic and despairing situation. 
All prospect of any acceptance by the Germans of any 
part of our economic reform program has virtually dis 
appeared in th~ scramble to get them hack into uniform 
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. . . Instead of advancing, as we were doing for a while, 
we are now having to fight very hard to hold on to anything 
at all. It now appears that our decartelization program 
is out the window . . . The Briti h were always against 
it and so were a lot of other people in our own occupation 
establishment. Between them and the ru h to re-arm 
Germany, our deconcentration program appear about 
finished. 
. . . The lack of resolve by the Allies, and their su cepti
hility to blackmail, has now been graphically demon
strated. The German have tasted blood and they are on 
the prowl once more. Once again, it is the old cry, 
"Deutschland Uber Alles." 

The freeing of Alf red Krupp, the head of the va t Krupp 
industries, and his associates is the culmination of a proce which 
has been going on for some time. Even such a mild per on a Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt finds herself compelled to rai e her voice in 
protest against this disastrous trend: 

I also find it difficult to understand the freeing of Alfred 
Krupp and the return of his properties. The fact that we 
have freed so many N azie must he puzzling the German 
people. H we actually have a moral belief that _N aziism 
was had and that people who were N~zis should not be 
encouraged, and if_ we think that cartels helped to bring 
on wars and should not he allowed, the Gennans at least 
will respect the fa.ct that we have moral standards and 
stick to them. 
But if I am bewildered by what has bee.n going on in the 
last few weeks, what must it do to, the Germ.ans, and our 
European allies? Are we trying to build an economic 
empire? I thought we were trying to rehabilitate the 
Germans and the economy of Europe, a a whole, along 
the lines that would make it more difficult for war to recur. 

So far as the re-education of the German youth i concerned, 
it, too, has been a colossal failure. 

Dr. Worth McClure, the Executive Secretary of the American 
Association of School Administrators, speaking hef ore a Washington 
audience some weeks ago, declared: 

German schools in the American zone are bringing up 
another generation to he blind followers . . . Unles a 
major operation is performed in the German school ystem, 
we shall prepare for another generation that will welcome 
a dictator ... Ironically, we are doing it with American 
taxpayers' money expended for the express purpose of 
making another dictator unacceptable. 
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Thousands of former Nazi school-masters are hack in the school 
system of Western Germany, teaching German youth - what? 

It is these Germans, as unreformed and unrepentant as in the 
days following the first World War, whom we are now determined 
to re-arm. It is this high-horn Herrenvolk of the gas chambers who, 
we fondly hope, will help us keep the world safe for democracy 
... These Germans are not thinking in our terms at all. They have 
their own calculations. They do not want another war with Russia 
- at least not for some time to come. They have not forgotten 
Stalingrad! They know now what Hitler did not know, that the 
Russian armies cannot he disposed of in six weeks or so. The 
Germans of Western Germany are not unaware that in case of war 
between the East and the West, Germany will he in the middle, 
the logical battleground, the first to be invaded. They know them
selves to be vulnerable. They are not eager to make their country, 
still shattered and unrecovered from the Hitler war, a battlefield 
again. They recall that their first mad rush to save the world from 
Communism ended in the world uniting with Communism to de
stroy them ,. . . They are also not unaware of the fact that in the 
event of such a war, Ge,rmans of the w ;est will be fighting Germans 
of the East. They are not eager for a civil war. Is it any wonder then 
that the most frequent reactions of Germans today, when war is 
discussed, is :: "Please, count me out ... " 

Logic and self-interest will ,dictate to the Germans, of course, 
to capitalize as much as, possible on their bargaining position at 
the moment as between the Soviet and the allied nations, to demand 
of the Western allies and particularly of the United States, prior 
to making any commitments, full independence, the removal of 
all political, economic and military restrictions, and full equality. 
If they are to provide an army - and it has to be a large army 
because a small army will be of little value to the Atlantic Pact 
nations - they will insist that it will have to be an independent 
German army, under its own generals, and that it should be or
ganized behind adequate allied divisions posted on Germany's 
Eastern borders to shield Germany during the period of its rearm
ament. They will also exact commitments from the allies, that in 
case of a third World War, all the territories which Germany 
claimed be£ ore the second World War, such as Sudetenland, and 
all the areas which were taken by Poland and Russia after the war, 
shall be restored to it. 
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All this, of course, means the rebuilding of German military 
might and the restoration to power of the German military clique 
and of the German military staff. When this is accomplished and 
Germany is strong again, it will decide for itse]f when it wants to 
fight and whom it wants to fight! 

Quite conceivably it may find it advantageou to ome to an 
understanding with Soviet Russia, as Hitler did with Stalin in 
1939, as the Weimar Republic did at Rapallo in 1922. Bismarck 
had always counseled the German people to make friendship with 
Russia a central feature of their foreign policy. 

France is afraid of this. France is afraid of a resurgent, powerful 
German Reich. Thrice in the last century France has been invaded 
by Germany. Under pressure of the United States, France is willing 
to agree that small units of Germans, not larger than a regiment, 
be permitted to organize and to be incorporated within the armies 
of the North Atlantic Pact Nations, but the Germans must have 
no armor, no air or naval forces, and must never come under 
German command. It is, of course, naive to expect that Germans will 
ever agree to such a humiliating arrangement .. The Get"man people 
are thinking of quite other things - not of altruistically serving 
the cause of the allies,, or of re.maining loyal to any arrangement 
which will not ultimately give Germany the coveted position of 
hegemony on the continent of Europe. 

The re-arming of Germany means putting militarism in the 
saddle again in Germany and aggressive nationalism. It means weak- • 
ening still further whatever democratic forces and sentiment there 
still remain in that country. It means the blossoming anew of a neo-
N aziism. It means the prelude to a third World War. 

The decision at Potsdam taken by Truman, Churchill and Stalin 
was a wise decision. It was dictated by real tate man hip. Germany 
should never be rearmed. It should be permanently demilitarized. 
Like Switzerland, it should be neutralized. The North Atlantic 
Pact nations and the Soviet bloc of nations should agree to neutral
ize Germany. The armies of the allies and of the Soviet Union 
should be withdrawn from Germany. East and West Germany 
should be permitted to reunite. The present division is unnatural, 
like the 38th parallel in Korea. Hit is permitted to remain, it will 
be a source of never-ending conflict and political disturbance in the 
heart of Europe. A united and militarized Germany will be a menace 
to the world. A united and demilitarized Germany may be the 
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way of pacifying the whole continent of Europe. The German 
people will then have the opportunity to rebuild their life, if they 
so desire, on truly democratic lines and in peaceful ways. 

There are many people who are apprehensive that soon after 
the al1ied armies are withdrawn from Western Germany by agree
ment with the Soviet Union, and the Russian armies from Eastern 
Germany, Soviet Russia will at some opportune moment pounce 
upon Germany, take it over, and proceed to communize it all. 
There is that possibility. But the deterrent fact, then as now, will 
be the power of the North Atlantic Pact countries, coupled with 
the power of the armed forces of the United States. There will 
always remain on the Western border of Germany the North 
Atlantic Pact nations who have agreed among themselves to oppose 
Soviet aggression. Clearly an invasion of Germany by the Soviet 
Union will he a signal for war. The armies of the North Atlantic 
Pact nations are not inconsiderable. They may he strengthened 
and built up into a still greater force. Behind them and linked 
by treaty obligations with them is the United States of America, 
which can likewise bring the power and mi,ght of its armed forces, 
and they, too,, are not inconsiderable - particularly its naval and 
air force. This will make an attack upon Germany terribly costly 
to the invader, almost prohibitive. The leaders of the Soviet Union 
will not fail to ta_ke this into consideration should they consider 
such an adventure. If, on the other hand, such a combination of 
force is inad.equate to stop Russia, then nothing can save the 
Western nations. The hope that Western German ground troops 
will save the day for them is fantastically unreal. It is to lean on 
a broken reed. 

Walter Lippmann, writing recently, gave expression to a similar 
thought: 

The he t, indeed the only, military course effectively open 
to us in Germany and Japan is in fact the counterpart of 
the political course which most Germans and, I imagine, 
most Japanese believe in. That is a policy of neutrality like 
that of Sweden and Switzerland, which rests not on pacifism 
and disarmament, hut on the realization that any other 
course is suicidal. 
The Russians must understand beyond doubt that we shall 
he certain to retaliate if they attempt to conquer Western 
Europe, and that we shall destroy the material assets which 
they might seek to gain by conquest. 
I believe myseH that we should revise our present policy 

. 10. 



- which is a corollary of the Truman Doctrine and is 
designed to make Germany and Japan our military allies. 
We should espouse the policy which corresponds to our 
own military capacity, and to our own military necessities, 
and to the real will of the German and the Japanese nations 
- which is to guarantee their independence, and to deny 
them to the Soviets. 

There is soon to be held in Paris the preliminary meeting of 
the Big Four to formulate the agenda for the meeting of the Council 
of Foreign Ministers. Its original purpose was to discus "the 
demilitarization of Germany." The United States properly held 
that Germany is not a problem which can be isolated from the 
context of similar areas of tension elsewhere. It wanted to broaden 
the agency and include other issues which are at the root of the 
present international impasse. Dean Acheson stated early in No
vember, "We are eager to have all causes for fear removed. We 
welcome an opportunity to lessen fear." He expre sed genuine 
desire to reach agreements with the Soviet Union which will remove 
or alleviate the threats to world security. This is most commendable. 

But behind the scenes, I am afraid., there ar,e other forces at 
work. They are forces which are afraid lest Russia might make 
proposals at the Council of For,eign Ministers for the unity, neu
tralization and demilitarization of Germany, which would ease 
tensions all around, but which would also scuttle our present plan 
for the remilitarization of Germany and would also disrupt plans 
both at home and abroad for intensified military preparedness. 
They don't want it. 

I quote from a column of Mr. Stewart Alsop, which appeared 
in the press a few days ago: 

A nightmare is beginning to haunt those respon ible for 
American foreign policy. It is about as certain as can be 
that the Kremlin will propose a settlement ha ed on a 
"neutralized" Germany after the withdrawal of occupation 
troops. Possibly it will ostensibly accept a free, secret, 
unsupervised vote to elect a single all-German government. 
This has raised an agonized debate in the State Department 
and Pentagon. For the objective would be to end western 
rearmament, split the Western alliance and knock the 
props from under American foreign policy ... 
American policy is squarely based on the assumption that 
a true balance of power can only be achieved and peace 
maintained if western Europe is rendered defensible. 
The Pentagon believes western Europe can never he de
f ended without German participation. Withdrawal of all 
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occupation troops and permanent demilitarization of 
Germany would, it is feared, cause the western European 
defense effort, just starting under Eisenhower, to crumble 
into nothingness. If the Kremlin only seemed ready to 
off er a settlement involving the withdrawal of the Red 
Army to the Russian frontiers, it would be almost unbear
ably tempting to Germans, French, British, and even to 
many Americans. It might throw the whole western alli
ance into an uproar of hitter mutual recriminations causing 
the alliance to fall apart. 
This is why this internal debate is vitally important. One 
school of thought., particularly in the Pentagon, believes 
any German settlement at this time, on any terms, disas
trous. This school would attempt to forestall the Kremlin 
with a prior American proposal for a German settlement 
with conditions the Soviets would not conceivably accept. 
Yet any diplomatic device so obvious might split the allies 
by convincing the Europeans that the United States was 
interested only in war. 

There it is! I said some time ago that there are forces at work 
in our country who do n~t want peace with Russia - regardless! 
They do not believe that the two systems can co-exist in the same 
world. They would therefore, drag:oon every possible ally to our 
side - Tito, F 'raneo, Nazis, Facists - they would send our youth 
all over the world, militarize our Ii£ e, drain our resources - just 
so there is no agreement with R ussia. 

I do not believe that the American people will accept this 
position once they have fully realized what is involved. American 
statesmanship will have another historic opportunity at the forth
coming meeting of the Council of the Big Four. American states
manship failed in Korea; it failed in China. It might succeed now 
if it makes an earnest effort - a bold, frank and unambiguous 
effort at the critical meeting, long overdue, of the Great Powers 
who have the destiny of the world in the palm of their hands. It 
might not succeed. The Soviet Union may not wish it to succeed. 
It may be playing for continuing and intensified, political tensions 
and chaos, to serve its own aggressive, imperialistic purposes, as 
it enemie assert. Should this he the case, a third world war will 
be inevitable. At least, our country will then have made its position 
indubitably clear to the entire world. We will have allayed suspi
cion among friendly nations as regards our real intent. We will have 
trengthened their resolution to stand united in a common defense. 

We will ha e raised their morale and their spirit of resistance . 
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all eRearm 
Germany? 1 

By RABBI ABBA HILLEL Sil VER 
At Potsda m in August, 1945, a nagreementwasreachedbetween 

Truman, Churchill and Stalin for the complete demilitarization of 
Germany. They agreed that all war potentials of Germany should 
be destroyed-war plants, warships, aircraft and arms- so that Ger
many would never again be able to make w .. r. Why was this deci
sion reached by the heads of 
the governments of the United 
States, Great Britain and the 
Soviet Union? W 

Th e c o u n t r 1 e had just 
emerged from the horror and 
devastations of the Second World 
War which Germany had inflicted 
on mankind-a second world war 
in a single generation. The re
called that Germany had been de
feated in the First World War, but 
that subsequently 1t had been per
mitted to re-arm, only to hurl its ' 
militarv might a second time 
again t th allied nations with even 
greater fury and ruthlessness. 

Und r Hitler, as under the Kai-
ser, the military clique of Ger
many, backed by its powerful in
dustrial car el , had made a second 
attemp at conquest and world 
domination. 

Germany had not been reticent 
about il intentions. It had proud
ly announced them to the German 
people and to the whole world. 
The German people had enthusi
a ticall approved of these inten
tion , and had hailed each suc
ce ive victory on the road on 
which they believed themselves to 
be marching, the road to world 
mastery. They f a 11 e d a second 
time, but not, however, before they 
had drenched Europe with blood 
and slaughtered million of peo
ple aud left countless citie in 
ruin and nations tn bottomless 
misery. 

At the close of the Second World 
War, the allied nation were de
termined not to make the same 

mistake again. They resolved to 

take no more chance with 
war-idolizin , power-hungr , 
obsessed people which had time 
and time again de troyed the peace 
of Europe. They were de ermined 
to pull its fang ou once nd for 
all. They would render i incap ble 
of ever again launching a war. 

Accordingly, the head o! the 
three great coun ries which had 
paid such a. fearful price for Get
man belligerency, solemnl • re
solved to demilitarize G rman • 
permanentl . 

They al o re olved to democra
tize its schools so that the youth 
of Germany would in the future 

not be subjected 
tari tic tr inin . 

to litl-

They also agreed to decentt hza 
it. government so that no future 
dictator would be able to wi ld a 
powerfully coordinated G rm n 
a an offensive weapon ag m t 
world. 

That was five and a half ye 
ago. Today the Uniled St t L'I 
1 a ding the world in a determined 
effort to re-arm Germany! 

Ironically enough, he xpl n -
tion which is gh1en for tlfr ch n a 
of front is exactly the tfln u 
Hitler gave when he per u d d t ttt 
allies to help him re-arm- n m 1 • 
the over-riding ne d to r i t C m
muni t aggre ion. 

Germany Plays 
The Old Game 

The Potsdam allies h v .... n w 
t Ben out. They fought tl e 
ide by side against common 

enemy, but now th y are mob· -
izing again t each other, nd a1 
cour ing the favor of th it r, t

•hile common enemy. 
Di agreements amon the u· j 

fOllowm the First World War 
made possible the reconstruction 
of Germany s military mi ht, the 
emergence of Hitler, and hi early 
diplomatic and annexationi t vic
tories. Germany knew how to pl 
off one ally agains the other nd 
how to gain advantages f om each. 
Hitler knew how to m ke hi bro n 
dictatorship tolerable and pal t
able to the allie by harping upon 
he evil and th danger of t tt 

red diet torship. So did Mu olint. 
A a result Europe wa tmned 

ov r a a helpless victim to the 
bestialitie of Nazi and Fa cist 
madmen while the democracie 
were paralyzed into inaction by a 
propaganda which aid that all 
these things wei:e necessary - in 
order to ave Europe from a wor e 
fate - from Communist domina-
tion. h the un-But stran&e t o say, w en . 
bearable te a tbe 
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SHALL WE REARM _GERMANY?- 11 / ./ >I- ,,s, 
New Generation 
Being Prepared 
For a New Hitler 
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SHALL WE REARM GIRMANY?-111:-----
/ \ 

A Prelude to a r1 
This i th t hird pa rt of a n a rtid b Rabbi Abba Hill I , ii f'f' , of The T mple. Cie,•eJa nd , on ''.. hall W Rearm G rman ·?" 

Ry R BBi \BBA HILLEL . IL \ 'ER 
Th r -iirmini.: of German~ mean. putting m1litari m in th again in Germany and a~gr s.<,i\e nationali~D'\. I m an weak nin11 it.ill furthe1 whnteYer d mocrnllc fore . and . ntiment th~r ~till 1 -rnam in that country It mean the blo . omm an w of n oNaz1 m. It mean~ the p1 Jud to a third World War. 
The d cision at Pot. dam tak n ---------------by Truman. Churchill and alin I \zed. The orth Atlantic Pact na-·a a wi.s d cision. It wa. dictat d lion. and th O\iet bloc of nation. by real tatcsmi nship Grrmany should RfH' to n utrnliz G 1-~hould n vcr b r arm d It . hould many. 

b P rmanently demllitariz d. Like The arm i of th Alli Sv. itzerland , it should b n utral- th Soviet Un ion hould 

dr:iwn from Germany, as 
\ e.st G i-man • .·hould be per-
m1tted .. to reunit . Th 
dfvi.sion 1, unnatural, Ii 
P~rall l m Kor a . If it is rn 
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SHAll WE REARM GERMANY?-IV 

Some Forces In U.S. ·Don't Want. Peac~ 
This is the fom·th ;md last part of an article by Rabbi Abba Hillel 

Silver, of The Temp:e, Cleveland. ori. "Shall We Rearm Germany?'' 
tional impas~e. 

Dean Acheson stated early in 
November. ··we are eager to have 
all causes for fear removed. We 
welcome an opportunit:; to Je~sen 
fear." He expreFsed genuine d,'
sire to reach agreements with the 
Soviet Union wb • \\"ill remove 
or alleviate the I ts to world 
security. This is m,:,t commend
able. 

~ By RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
There is being held in Paris the 

preliminary meeting of the Big 
Fo.::· •'l formulate the a~enda for 
the n. "~~ of the Council of For
eign MinJ.Sters. Its original purpose 
was to discuss "the de!nilitariza
tion of Germany.·· The United 

States properly held that Germany 
is not a problem which can be iso
lated from the context of similar 
areas of tension elsewhere. It 
wanted to broaden the agency and 
include othei ',,t "S which are at 
the root of the 1-,H~ent interna-

-pan
e--=ed--of,_t.__h_e_.,._~a-<zi-Fasclst 

venturers finally brought on the 
Second World War, it was found 
that the allied democratic nations 
were at war, not with communist 
Russia, but wlth the Nazi and 
Fascist states, and Communist 
Russia, far f1'olD ftab.ting againSt 
the democraclea, w • • actually 
ftghting "° their lkle. 

The Same Road, 
Step by Step 

History has often a strange and 
tragic way of repeating itself. As 
if doomed by some inescapable 
fate, as if under the compulsion of 
some spell or 1.1\cantation, the al
lied nations are today retracing 
the same road which theY took 
after the First World War, step 
by step. Spurred on . by the fear 
of communist Russia, real, in
flated or imaginary, t_he demo
cratic nations are rushmg to re
arm Germany even before ~he Ger
mans have a s k e d for 1t, even 

(Continued on Pate 1'1-Mai. 9) 

Abba Hillel Silver, Rabbi 
of the Temple, Cleveland, ls 
a former president of the 
z 10 n i 5 t Organization of 
America and of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, This is 
the first article of a series. 
The second will be published 
in Mond:iy'. COMPASS. 

But behind the scenes, I am 
afraid, there are other forces at 
\\·ork. They are forces which are 
afraid lest Russia might make 
proposals at the Council of For
eign Ministers for the unity, neu
tarlization and demilitarization of 
Getmany, which would ease ten
sions a11 around, but which would 
also scuttle our preser.t plan for 
the remiJiterf 1· • ,.... 

- 1 disrupt plans both 
and would ~ ~road for intensified 
at 110me an 8 ............ 5 Tbe: don·t 
military prepai~.-. • 
want it. f ~ col~.min of Mr. 

I quote rom .... h appeared m 
Stewart AlsOP- \\ u_ic 
th~ pres:/~~!~~~Y is beginning t_o 

A ru., 1 ··ble for Amen-
11aunt tb?se rcsronsiit is about as 
can f_ore1gn po icythat the Krcm
certa_m a~ ca~e b: settlement based 

)

Im "ill propoi·· •d" Germany after 
on a ·neutl a lZl f occupation 
the with~_1:a~;~

1 
i_ t \-m ostensibly 

troops. Pt:;~ iwcret. unsupervised 
accept a 1 t" sin<>le an-German vote to e ec a • " 
oovcrnment. • d de"' ··This has raised an agomzet d 

. tl state Departmen an 
bate m 1eFor the objective would 
Peni~go~d western rearmament, 
belit the \\Tcstern alliance an? 
t;1ock the props from under Amer -
ican foreign policy· •. • '- · squarely 

"American polJcy is ' t 
b d on the 1>ssumpt10n t11a a ase • . can only be \rue baklnce of power '. . d if 
achieved and peace ~a1t ~!~e de
wt'stern Europe is ren e1 

rci:i;~~:-Penlag.on belieYes, western 
. an never be aefended 

E1;11ope c Gnrman participat10n. 
without . ~ of all occupation. 
W1lhdUI\\ al t demilitariz
troops and permanen .• 1d ·t is 

• of Germany '' ou • i a t10n the western Euro-
f eea;~ddc~:i~;~ effort, just starting 
P . E" . bower to crumble mto under 1sen ' K rn only 
not11inJ~:!~~vYo ~}~er !e~t~lement 
,eeme. ' - . hd ·al of the i1l\'olnng the wit ra\\ t· . 
Red Armv to the Russian fron ie~f• 

. ld be aJmo:;t unbeara Y 1t \\OU . French, tempting to Ge1 mans. . 
British and even to m:uw Amer-
. ans It might throw the whole 1c • • · t n uproar western alliance m o a . ations 
of bitter mutual recnmm -t 

. . •))41ience fall apal • 
tl'fh_is is}f Y flifs mft"rnal de

bate is ,·1tally important. One 
~ch~:! of thought, particularly 
m e Pentagon. believes any 
Germa? settleme~t at this time, 
on any terms, dJSastrous. This 
school would attempt to fort"
stall ~he Kremlin with a prior 
American proposal for a Ger
man settlement with conditio11• 
!he Soviets would not concefr: 

blr accept. _Yet any diplomatic 
de':1ee so obvious might split the 
Allies by convincing the Euro-:
Jlea~ that the United States 
was m e~ted only in war.'' 

There ·• is! I sai<l som: time agn 
that. there are forcer at work ill" 
our couptry who do not \\"ani; 
peace with Russia - regardless, 
T~ey do not l:lelie:e that the tw~ 
SJ stems can co-exist in the same 
w?rld. They would ther~foi,; 
~ 1 agoo~ every possible ally to ou; 
s1de-T1to, Franco, Nazis, Fascists 
- -tl~ey would send our youth all 
o~ei the world, militarize our life 
di am our resources-just so ther~ 
15 no all:recment with Russia. 
. Amencan statesmanship failed m Korea; ft failed in China. It 
m1~ht succeed now if it makes an 
eaines~ effort-a bold, frank and 
unambiguous effort llt the critical 
m~etmg, long overdue, of the 
Gieat Powers who have the destiny 
of the world m the palm of their 
hands. It might not succeed. 

The Soviet Union may not wish 
it to _su~ceed. It may be playing for 
contmumg and intensified, politi
~al tens10ns and chaos, to serve 
its own aggressive. imperialistic 
purposes, as _its enemies assert . 

. S_hould this be the case, a third 
\\oild war ,nil be inevitable. At 
)e~st. 01;1r c_ountry will then ham 
its J?Osition mdubitably clear to the 
entn:e. world. We will have allayed 

, su~p1c10ns among friendly nations 
as regards our real intent. We will 
have strengthened their resolution 
to stand united in a common de
fense. We will haYe raised their 
morale and their spirit of resist
ance. 




