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THE HAHD OF DESTINY 

A Purim Sennon 

~arch 18 , 19.51 

Within a feu days our people vr.:. 11 celebrate the festival of Purim. Pur.:.n is an 

:imT)ortant holiday although the carnival spirit which legit:u ately attends it often ob­

scures for many people its truly great significance . our Rabbis said that11 in the days 

to corns all other parts of the Prophets and the Uri tings will lose their i,·rorth, and 

only the Torah of 1.:oses and the Book of Esther will retain their value . n Clearly these 

Rabbis found in that Book of sther and in the holiday which commemorates the events 

recorded in it some very profound and some very universally applicable lessons . And 

indeed, there are great lessons, great truths adumbrated in them. T~€ most apparent 

of then , of course , concernc that universal theme of intolerance and hate , their under­

lying motives , their danger, and how by vigilance and loyalty they may be frustrated . 

Haman has become the symbol of all that satanic hate i the world which, stemming fran 

hurt pride and private pique and vindictiveness, often does not rest content until it 

has destroyed not on the one object of that hate, but he victims of the entir , people 

or race . 

Hordecai and Esther , on the other hand, have become the symbols , universal s~rmbols , 

of that steadfast and intrepid love and loyalty which, heedless of personal danger , 

succeeds in brin inc rescue and salvat;on to a doomed people . 

Becaus of this unreasoning and umre.rranted hate, Haman, symbolized by hate, 

has been a common experience o:£ the Je rish people because that kind of hate became a 

unive1·sal experience of all minority peoplesand roups everywhere , and because salva­

tion and redenption have like~ri.se come to mankind as the result of the love and the 

loyalty of brave men and women. 
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The Purim story is always fresh and always pertinent . It can never lose its 

powers, its message or its appeal . 

This morning I should like to speak to you of yet, another essaee vrhich florrs 

from the story of Bsther . re are told in the Book of Esther that t.he ,1ord "Purim" 

means the castinr, of lots . Haman fixed upon the day for the extermination of the Jev~ 

ish people in the 127 provinces in the empire of ?ersia by the device of casting lots . 

A chance throw of the dice , another form or sortilege , fixed the day for the exec~tion. 

Thus , the element of chance in history is dramatized in this story of Esther where 

other incidents of chance intervene to determine the course of events . 

By chance, did the Queen Vashti displease King Ahasuerus who , when his heart was 

merry with ·wine , summoned her to appear at the least vrhich he llad arranged, to shmv 

the peoples and the princes her beauty, a rather indecorous thing to do in a country 

where it was customary for women to appear in public only veiled. T1is chance refusal 

to do the bidding of the king caused the dovmfall of een Tashti , prepare the 1 ay 

for the elevatinn of sther to the position of JUeen, which in turn, enabled 'ier , Fhen 

the tirre carie , to save her entire people . 

A small unpredictable , unforeseen event ~ throueh a chain of ev8nts - le to a 

tremendousJ:r important historic achiever1ent . rt was by pure chance qeain that :ordecai , 

sitting one day in the King 1s gate , overheard two of the Kingrs chan.'b .... rlains plotting 

to kill the King. 1·ordecai i .. formed sther a bout the plot, who in turn told the King. 

This incident , this accidental incident , was written dovm in the book of the chronicles 

of the Kings of Persia and ultir a.tely this incident was to br • ng ordecai to the at­

tention of the King and to cause the downfall of Haman, woo wanted to destroy Mordecai • s 

people . 

Again , it vras by chance that the King, on that fateful nieht before t e execution 

of Haman 1s terrible design against the entire Jewish peo ... le , said by chance that he 

could not sleep and he commanded to bring the boolr of the chronicl es of tha Kings of 

Persia, and t:1ey 1rere read to him, and by sheer chance a gain, it ms the story of the 
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lot of these two men against his l ife that vras read Rloud , and how .:ordccai, the Jew, 

had first told of the plot , and thus saved the King• s life . And the Kinr; then asked, 

"What honor and dignity have been done to .L.~ordecai for this?" And vrhen he vrau in­

formed that nothing had been done , he asked , 11 'fuo is in the cowm? 11 And a a ir. , by 

sheer chance , Haman had just at that moment come into the ~ourt to speak to the King 

about hangine Uordecai upon the gallm7s . The King then asked that Haman s ou "1 d come 

in , and said to him , fff}hat shall be done to the m2n vrhom the King delighteth to honor?" 

Haman , thinking that the King was undou'·;ted]y referring to himself , said, "For the man 

whom the King delighteth to honor , let royal apparel be brought which the Kine useth 

to wear , anc.l the horse vrhich the King rideth upon , and let a royal crown be set, on his 

head, and let one of the King 's most noble princes lead him through the streets of 

the city and proclaim before h:iJn : Thus , shall be done to the man 1·1hon thG [ing de­

lighteth to honor." And the Kin said to Ham n., 11 ake haste an~1 co even so to .:ordecai. n 

Now, dear friends , there are those who deny th,.. t chc?nce plays any role whatsoever 

.:.n history . History, they maintain, is a science. It follows a predestined course . 

It is guided by ;rresistible social forces. There are no accidents in histoi:-~, no 

chance , no spontaneity, no unforeseen contingencies . Jecessity controls the moral 

and social life of mankind , even as it controls the ,hysical universe . Everyt ine is 

directed 1'y an undeviating law of causality . The i dividual man cannot affect the pre­

ordained trends of history. Human aims and purposes carn.ot affect the future of the 

race , and for that matter , nan's ow1 individual destiny. 

This determi.1 ism, you vrill reca 11, is the philosophic basis of Land.an socialimn 

which is today orthodox doctrine for a vast section of mankind . History, it maintains , 

follov,s a fixed road of iron necessity to an inevitable poal, and economic forces , 

hemselves um-rilled and inevitable , are the decisive cau es of historic events . The 

human dll, the personal ·will of the individual , hiu personal strivin .,s , his aspira­

tions , his inventiveness , and for that matter , fortuitous chance or accident , · n no 

ray affect this regilnented course of human events . J:verythin th~t is had to be , and 

everything that vdll be , must be . 
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row, dictatorships of all sorts have a fondness for these fatalistic philosophies 

because , don't you see , they reduce the importance and scope of the individual , they 

deny the freedom of the individual, they justify his regimentation . .,aziism in Ger­

many fed upc this doctrine , popularized by s ch German philoso:->hers as Hseel c1nd 

Fichte . Sovietisr.1 fed upon similar detenninistic philosophies in Russia , and Fascism 

in Italy . 

They all claim d to be based on science - science , vrhere , they said, tha Jaw of 

causality, the lavr of continuity, 11as accepte as unquect • 1.ed. Fron the physical 

rnrld they carried over this doctrine of rigid , undeviatinG causality into t 1e mor!ll 

and spiritual and social life of hur.ian society. 

Today - today, .frie~ds - science is questioning this law of causality and contin­

uity in the physical universe . Science has become sharply arare of a factor of spon­

taneit-rJ ~nd chance , even in the physical universe . Scientists have begun to speak tc­

day . ore and nore of the "principle of indeterminancy" in nat1re . The doctrine of 

necessity no longer appears to be ade~uately authenticat8d. Dogmatic determinism no 

loneer p "ev ils in scientific thought . It is even less authenticated in human life 

and in social history . r:an is awc:l.re of an eler.ient of f'reeJom in h::s life and of the 

exercise of free 1ill, even as he is aware of the elenent of necessar and compulsion . 

Professor Compton, the _ o el 1~ize winner iP hysics , vrri ti g in his book, "The 

Freedc.m of ·an11 , states : 

Physical laws "serve to efj ne tlie lir.li ts ui thi ·.rhich action is 
possible . Wit 1in those l:ini ts there ?nay be a 11ide range vr 1erein a 
man nay o as he lcanes ni thout violatinr, c1rry physicr 1 law. That 
he actually does as he pleases is atter of ever:,rda experience . 

nan 1 s pleasure .•• is thus n additional detennini g factor which 
suppleraents the physicc:11 l a1·1 s .:.n defininr, . is act_;_0r.s . 11 

It seems unfortunate th. t ~o.1e mo ern philosophe:- has not forcibly 
calle attention to the fact that one rs ability to move hi hand 
at rill is much more directly and certainly kno-rrn than !:'re even the 
well- tested la·,s of r.ewton , and tl-iat if these lavrs deny one I s a ili ty 
to move· his hand at will, the preferable conclusion is that re·rtonts 
laws r"3qnire mo tiJ.·catio, . 
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Our ovn1 saees long ago rej0ct'3d the ictrmne o.f iron- clad .fat:1.lism an determinism. 

, they· said. "FVeryth·r.g is int e nd 

of God , except the moral life of man. 11 .. .:c1 is free , if no a c:ol ,e __ ~,. , ~ert· i-n1y to 

an ample degree , to fashio11 his cwn mor::i.l 211 ,..piri tual life nd to etc .. ine , to­

hethcr ,...,.~ th other nen, their common socj_ al eristence . .~an ' s mm will ar.tl his ovn 

ef.fort co ·ut clecisi re]y . God sees all ., God ·rat:.ches over all , ut neverthel ss , free 

choiGe is civen t,o man . 1 s,.:rn , I have set be ore thee 

this day life ad 0 00d , ~nd death an • • therefore , choose life that thou may-

est live ., thou and thy seed . " Choose life 1 

And because they are 10 iron- clad historic procedures , and because the, e are no 

• nevi table s:>cial forces , and because there are no assured and !!uara.nt~ed destin"-

ti ns for m n ., ma.1 is challen ed to fight f r .1.:_c::- oi·rn future ll'U h he desires , ., 1ich 

he Alone can e~fect , to plan anl to or anise an ro .: fer ::.t , or it vill .Jir'!nly 

not coIT!e to pass , to resist hostile nd hurt.L ul forces or they vriJ l over.:helm 1:i.J, , to 

seize ever- opportunity , ani to prepare hjnself to utilize every chanc , every acci­

dent of history to his adv ntar:·e an to the aclv2nt2Ne of he good society which le 

v ishes to build. 

There is chg,nce , there is accident , and t ere is risk, and tho e re- hazaris in 

burn,qn history. The story o.f :i.m illustr tos t.1is fact abun c.ntly . .:ordecai an 

,sther 1ad re,ared theMselves 10rally and spiritually to vP .i.l themselves o these 

chances and accidents as far cE uas intheir pm er , and to conver 'J them to the e o 1se 

and !-le desired end . rhe savine of an .ntire people depended upon the intervention 

of one hither to unkno 'm man and n cousin , an hitherto unkno ·rn mman. They werenot 

important ?eople - 1.ordecai and Esther - they vrere not :i.rr.portant office-hol ers to 

rl-iom the opncrtunity to male iM!)ortant ecisions and j nter venti0ns 1 o lu normally 

come . They vrere comil'!on , or in 

this very act . 

:'oll'.: . The Book of Esther take pains to po· nt out 

"There was a certain Je~:r ," s a s the Book of ,st her , 

"one anong manyn, one amon the many exiles mo hc.d settledin the far- flung empire of 
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.1.ersia , inclistinguis1able from the mass - nt,here uas a cert in Jew11 • And 1 sthcr -

Fsthcr was an orphan 0hild, havin< neither father nor mother , Hhom i,:ordecai had 

brought up lovingl.,r . But fate suddenly catapulted these tvro peo le :..nto the very 

midst of one of the eat dramas of tTe1r.i_sh history, when the li;:'c of a ·111cJ..e .. cople 

•;as at stake , and these two eo?Je matched their hour . They rore prepare<.' for it . 

Esther haJ , by an unpredictable stroke of chance , beco:-:ie Q1een of Persia at a time 

·rhen the powerful Vizier Haman had resolved to des troy all the Je rish people of the 

FJnpire . 11 711.o knoweth, tt said .:ordecai to har , uri hether thou are not corie to royal es­

tate just for such a time as this?" Destiny was knocking at her oor . :~as she pre­

pared to seize the great opportunity? {as soo morally strone enough to exploit the 

eat chance which had come to her , to save the people and run the risk of losing 

her mm life? sther hesitates . There are r.iany instances when Iil~n and rromer1 , for 

lack of character or lovP or faith , missed their chc.nce , and the world ;s the poorer 

for it . It was not pre- deterrnined that Esther shoul make the rieht choice . She 

might have chosen the peace and security of the palace of the Persian King, and turned 

her bac.< U'1on her people . others had done so in the past numerous times . 1:ordecai, 

who lm loved her an raised her as a fathe:::", hPl ed Esther o m::>.:e the ri ht ecision. 

That common man , tl1;:i.t certa::in ew amonj the exiles , suddenly, in one great r1or.1ent , as­

sumes eroic stature , rises to heiehts of moral grandeur , takes hold of the reins of 

destiny, BPd guides events throueh dancer and disaster to a magnificent consummation 

in a people Is rescue and redemption . 

Hordecai had nade hir·self fit to become a_ instrument of God . He did not kno r 

11hen an op....,ortuni ty to serve his people would come , if ever . He was probably not 

avrare of it vrhen it did come . A cruel turn of the vrheel of J.Or une forhis people , a 

hate- besotted vicer oy, a weak and foolish King - and suddenly his people faced total 

annihilation. \'/hat co1.1lcl 1e cb? ffuat could t 1_is 01 e common r.ian do? -o one designated 

him to o anythmgg. l!o one summoned him to do anything . H vras just a certain Jew 

amont:; Many - no rank, no title , no power . But in the si ht of God and in the .service 
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of uan, one nan is as rood as another . All men e.rA equally cor:unis'.;·· o ed and equally 

obligated, and vra not Esther ne r to the Kin , and ,1as not that h::..s heaven- sent o_ 

portunity? And so , fordecc?.i lid not hesitate . Im-rardly he vras repared - to the pal­

ace , to the ueen , to danger , to death - it mattered not what araitec him or EsthGr . 

The people must be saved. 

rt ~as ot. t.he hand of destiny -r ~ ch took hold of .. ordecai and Esther. llot at 

1 . They became ::iasters of uhat ·as destined for them and for their people . They 

did not yield to what was doomed , signeu and sea.led and proclaired a·ainst their 

people . 11 0n the 13th day of Adar they shall all be destroyed . " They fought for 

their people •s life . They fo1ght for their peop1e 1 s survi7lal , as all good men arrl 

women must fight for what t~iey love and .£'or what they elieve in, or they ,rill ,erish. 

The Bible , my dear friends , time and. again , calls attetnion to these unclisting­

ished, unknovm people , men and women , some of them even physically handica ped, vho 

did not resizn the":lselves to ;hat men call fate, b t ,r o prepared the!nselves irn-rard­

ly for pome gre?.t sUinr.1onin r.ioment w-hen they i-ro ld •o forthe: anrl dete:nnine the conrse 

of history . 

Joseph , the lad ·rho l-iad been sold into slavery in Egypt , ~rho had languished in 

prison, and then orse to beco:ne second. to the Pharoah in all things - Jhen he finally 

makes h~ r.iself knovm to his brethren, he said to then, 11 Be not grieved or angry vri th 

yourselves that ye sold me hither , for God did send me before you to preserve life . " 

He had prepared himself', did Joseph , through trials and sufferings ad lowliness for 

the time when God wotld use him ana. when the opportunity came to save E t from fam­

ine , Joseph was prepared. 

oses , too , was born a slave , and but :or his mother •s loving strategcm, might 

have been killed as the King had decreed. 11:oses savf the affliction of his brothers • 

groaning un er the lash of the Egyptian taskmasters . There was nothj ng he could cb , 

or so he thought . l/ho ras he? His sense of moral outrage led hir.i to slay an tian 

officer and so , he fled into exile . Vhen the sumr10ns came to him at the burmn, bush 
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he returned to E~JPt and redeem his people . He , too , was not sure . He , too , hesi­

tated, like Esther had hesitated, not because he vras afraid of Pharoah - he was 

afraid of himself. "I am not a man of words , 11 he said. "I ar.i slow of speech and of 

a slow- tongue . Perhaps I am not fit . " But he was fit. It vras the voice of God vrhich 

corrected him: U-'Jho hath made man 1 s mouth? And who maketh a r.ian dumb or deaf or 

seeing or blind? Is it not I , the Lord? Now, therAfore , go and I shall be 1·rith thy 

mouth . " God uses all men - at t:iJnes , even the blind and the deaf and the dumb - if 

they are prepared, if inwardly they are right ., if they have the courage to seize the 

opportunity once it becomes clear to them, the great chance . 

Saul, ·when the prophet Samuel announced to him that he was to be anointed the 

first King over Israel, said: "Am I not a Benjaminite , of the smallest of the tribes 

of Benjamin, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Del' jamin? 

Wherefore , then , speakest thou to me after this manner?" But humble and modest ani 

not entirely sure of himself, he nevert!-1eless accepted the summons . Inwardly he was 

prepared. He did not sta.y long hidden among the baggage . 

David - David was the last add the least of the seven sons of Jesse , a little 

shepherd lad. His father never thought of presenting him to Samuel , the p!'ophet , 

when the latter came to his house and asked to look at his children to find the .future 

king of Israel . It i.1ever even occurred to the father to present David to Samuel . 

But David grevr and by dint of courage and devotion , learning from suffering , profit­

ing from defeat , a toning for sin , always aspiring , never yielding to VThat man called 

fate - David founded a dynasty and saved and served his people . 

And so , dear friends , vrhat the Bible teaches us and what this beautiful and happy 

festival of Pu.rim teaches us , teaches all men, is self- reliance . Bach man is :unportarrL . 

Each man's work is important in the world. To each man , regardless how lovrly his sta­

tion in life , may come a great opportunity, greatlyto affect the course of history. 

And each man should prepare himself irwrardly , morally, spiritually for that opportun-

i ,tu when it comes , fer no man kno rn vrhere , vrhen and how :i,t will come . 
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I speak o:. , eat op~ortunit . 1hc lesser opportunities are just Rs ·mport~nt . 

The lesser opportunities , which cor-1c frequently to m.!?.n, er.feet life on a narrorrer 

and more limited scale - in the horrc , in business , in the nrofes~lo1 in t~e cor.unun­

ity. These lessor opportunities , these sur.1r.1oni .~, challern;inG opportuni_tie.., arc not 

important . They aa up to an :i.mposin~ total . Cumulatively , t1e deterrti.ne historic 

trends . Collectively, they eive tone and d:irection to social progress . For the l ~L=>­

ser opt-ortunitiPs , too , vre must prepare ourselves and be prepared. ,.e must prerare 

ourselves for the hour vrhen the lot is cast . • e must prepareourse lves for the 1 oment 

when the imoortant decisions must be nade . 

Tn~re is no hand of destiny . The hand of destiny, as far as social life is 

concerned , is the hand of nan which can be directed to the 6 ood or to the evil , to 

the right or to the v,rong , to the blessing or to the curse . Amen . 
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of presenting him to Samuel when the latter asked to inspect his c:1ildren to find 

he future king of Israel among them. But David grew, and by dint of courage and de­

votion, learning from suffering, profiting from defeat, avoning for sin , alwa s as­

piring, never yielding to what man calls fate , he founded a dynasty and saved and 

SB-rved his people . 

12 . What the Bible teaches man is moral self- reliar.ce . Each man is im orta.vit . F,ach 

man's work is important . To each man, regardless how lovrly his station in life , may 

corie a greP._t opportunity, greatly to affect the course of history. !i'ach man should 

prepare himse li inv;ardly, morall.,r , spiri tu lly, for that O!)portuni ty when it comes, 

for no nRn knovrs vrhere , Yrhen and how it vrill cor,c . But even t e lesser opportuni­

ties vrhich cor.ie frequently to men - to affect life on a narrower an more l:Lin:i_ted 

scale - in hone , business, community - are not W1important . They add up to an im­

posing tot 1 . Cumulatively, they determine historic trends . Collective1y, they gi vo 

tone and direction to social pro ere ss . For trie lesser opportunities , too , vre must 

prepare ourselves and be prepared. Ve must prepare ourselves for the hour ·when the 

lot is case, for the noment when the decisions must be made . 



Physical lavrs II serve to define the l:imi ts wit ; n vrhich action is 

possible . Within those l:imi ts there may be a wide range wherein a man 

may do as he pleases without violating any physical la,. That he actu­

ally does as he pleases is a matter of every-day experience . A man rs 

pleasure ••• is thus an additional <letermini~z factor rhich supplements 

the physi~al laws in :iefining his actions . " 

"It seems unfortunate , " says Compton," th t some nodern philosopher 

has not forcibly called attention to the fact that one's Pbility to move 

his hand at vrill is nuch ~ore directly and certainly k.orm than are 
even the 11- tested lavrs of ~rTton , and that if these lars deny one's 

ability to nove his han at Yrill , the preferable conclusion is that 

Jewton 1 s laws require modification. rt 




