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A NEW SPRINGTIME FOR THE WORLD 

March 2 5, 1951 

I don't know how appropriate the subject of my address is for this morning. rt 

doesn•t look much like springtime. And yet, in this very .fact there is perhaps the 

text of the sermon. "If winter comes, can spring be far behind?"· Beneath the sur

face of things there is a life stirring, a new life; spring is certain. The optimist 

knows it; the pessimist doubts it. 

The Christian world is today celebrating F.aster. Easter is older than Christian

i ty. The vecy name, »tster, is the name of a spring goddess, a pagan - a spring god

dess. At this time of the year there is a world-wide celebration of the coming ot 

spring. Passover, too, was originally such a festival, a festival celebrating the 

advent of spring, and were this not a Jewish leap year 1 we would be celebrating Pass

over at this very time. 

Mankind has always rejoiced with the coming of spring. Winter is associated with 

cold and ice and death. Spring is associated with resurrec ti.on, with rebirth, with 

new hope and new life. In the ancient pagan world maey important rites were centered 

upon the death of all vegetation in winter and their reappearance in spring. This was 

symbolized in the mythologies of the pagan religions in the descent of the god into 

the netherworld in winter and his reappearance in spring, like the god Tammuz among the 

Mesopotamian religions, like the goddess Persephone in Greek mythology. They l•nted 

the death of the god in the winter; they rejoiced at the resurrection of the god in 

spring. 

The interesting custom of Easter eggs is associa~d with the same idea. The egg 

is the symbol of life, for all lite comes from the egg, and so in springtime the F,as

ter egg is the symbol of resurrection and of :immortality. That is why, too, at our 

mourners• feast following a funeral service there is the custom of eating hard-boiled 

eggs as the symbol of faith in resurrection <r in immortality, and perhaps also the 

hard-boiled egg on the Seder dish at Passover time traces itself back to the same idea. 
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The mood of spring is a mood of hopefulness. The heart sings at this time of 

the year. It sings of life. The resurrgent spirit of man turns it back upon death, 

upon all the withe ring and the waning, upon all the grief and the s orrow of life, and 

greets the sun. The spirit of man w:i.11 not be defeated. It will not be held forever 

cribbed and confined in frozen death. It will burst forth in budding and blossoming, 

in renewed life ,renewed aspiration. It will try again. 

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away; 
For, lo, the winter is past. The rain is over and gone; 
The flowers appear on the earth. The time of singing is come. 
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

To be sure, there will be other winters. The rain will come again and the cold. 

The flowers will disappear again and the birds will fly away, and with them, their 

singing, too. But sufficient for the day is the joy thereof. Springtime is here, 

says the human spirit. The sun shines. The earth is carpeted with the beauty of 

grass and nower. There is a stirring and a burgeoning everywhere. And so, the heart 

of man is glad. That is the immortal hopefulness of the human race which, like the 

phoenix, rises from its own ashes. It is lile triumphant over death. 

But not only in nature did man reach out longingly for springtime, but also in 

the social life of mankind. Always men looked forward to a time when their winter 

of discontent would come to an end; when all suffering and want and hate and war would 

cease; when justice and love and brotherhood and peace would reign universally on 

earth. In those dark times when men or nations or races found themselves hard-frozen 

in the grip of tyranny or persecution or oppression or war, they yearned and prayed 

for a new springtime, a springtime of redemption and liberation, for a new order, a 

new birth of liberty,na fresh start to brighter prospects." And also, when men andna

tions found themselves on the threshold of revolutions, in the midst of great social 

upheavals, like the American Revolution or the French Revolution or the Russian Revo-. . . . 

lution, their hopes ran high and eager with the rich sap of expectancy. They felt 

somehow the approach of something new, of new and glorious opportunities. They were 
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convinced that spring had come and a new world order was begun. 

And inspired religious leaders, men of spiritual vision everywhere, often spoke 

and with great confidence of the coming of mankind I s springtime. It would be some 

day in the end of days. It would be the millenium. It would be 

the establishment of the Kingdom of God, as it were. It would be ushered in by the 

Messiah. It would be a golden age for mankind. In the Book of Leviticus we read: 

"And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall be at peace, and none shall make you 

afraid; and I will cause evil beasts to cease out of the land; neither shall the sword 

go through your land." 

And you will recall those magnificent passages .from the book of the prophet, 

Isaiah, in Chapter 11 and in Chapter 2. In Chapter 111 "And there shall CCII18 forth 

a shoot out of the stock of Jesse. And a twig shall grow forth out of his roots, 

and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him - the spirit of wi.sdmm and understand

ing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 

Lord. And his delight will be in the fear of the ~rd, and he shall not judge after 

the sight of his eyes, neither decide after the hearing of his ears, but with right

eousness shall he judge the poor and decide with equity for the meek of the land and 

righteousness shall be the girdle of his Joins, and faithfulness the girdle of his 

reins, and the leopard shall lie dol1?l with the kid, and the calf and the young lion 

and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the 

bear shall feed together; their young ones shall lie down together. And the lion 

shall eat straw like the ox, and the suckling child play on the brink of the asp; and 

the weaned child shall put his hand on the basilisk•s den. They shall not hurt nor 

destroy in all My holy mountainJ for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 

tord, as the waters cover the sea.n A glorious, golden expectation for the new world 

order which will be ushered in by some great leader who will follow the exalted prin

ciples of justice and righteousuess. 
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And then that great vision of Isaiah: 

And it shall come to pass in the end o:f days, 
That the mountain of the IPrd•s house shall be estab-

lished as the top of the mountains, 
And shall be exalted above the hills; 
And all nations shall now unto it. 
And many peoples shall go and says 
"C'Dme ye, and let us go up to the mountain o:f the Lord, 
To the house of the God of Jacob; 
And He will teach us o:f His ways, 
And we will walk in His paths." 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
And the word of the Lcr d from Jerusalem. 
And He shall judge between the nations, 
And shall decide for many peoples; 
And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
And their spears into pruning-hooks; 
Nation shall not life up sword against nation, 
Neither shall they learn war any more. 

A golden vision o:f the international community, observing a canmon, moral law, 

united in obedience to God, reconciled, beating their swords into ploughshares and 

learning war no more. 

Later Jewish history spoke of this hope for the future as the Messianic times. 

Following universal travail, fearful wars and apostasy and persecution, all the birth-

pangs of the Messiah, as they called it - there 1rlll cane an era of 

peace and justice when man will be given a new heart and woon all that is wrong will 

be permanently righted. And not only among the Jewish people, but anong all other 

peoples, there persisted the same hope in the coming of mankind• s springtime. .Among 

the stoics, for example, the great moral teachers of the pagan world, there also was 

what we may call a Messianic ideal, and in their ideal all differences of nationality 

and of historic states will disappear. There is to be a universal state governed by 

universal law in which peace is to reign and no distinction of race or creed is to ex

ist. Their aim was, as they themselves recorded it that ttall the inhabitants of this 

world should not live differentiated by their respective rules of justice into separ

ate cities and comnnmities, but that we shoul d consider all men to be of one commun

ity and one polity, and that we should have a common life and an order common to us 

all, even as a herd that feeds together and shares the pastura
0
e of a common field." 
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They went beyond the vision of the Hebrew prophets, these stoic teachers. They 

thought of one humanity wherein all distinctions of nation or language are wiped out. 

The prophets being more realistic in their approach, recognized the continued exist

ence of distinct historic states and linguistic groups, but looked to the time when 

they would all be united in peace through obedience to one common law. They looked 

forward to peace among nations, not to one universal state. But whether it be the pa

gan stoics or the Hebrew prophets or the sages and seers of all other peoples, they 

all looked forward confidently to a new time, a different time, a springtime- for man

kind. They believed, they were hopeful, they were optimistic. They saw the ice and 

the snow and the hard-:trozen earth, but they knew that beneath it li£e was stirring, 

and ultimately into a great force, into buds and blossoms, into sap and life. And 

that is religious optimism, and that is the optimism underlying democracy, because 

democracy is faith in man and in his future. 

I d~\ncnr how many of you~ ~~1, 
' ~ (~ 

at one t ime or anot~. the great 

seal of the United states~ lffliea appears on the doJJ aP bilJ. on the reverse of tte.1-

~ s eal Gt the UD1 ted sta_t~s, you will find fi•e• et all a pyramid .-.:ch signifi 
1 

strength and duratiol'\, mdd.Qen- top of that an eye - the seeing eye - and the motoo 
\ < I< 

:tu ,;tc'iill, "Annuit Coeptis11 - that is, He has fevered our undertakings; and 
/, 

then the words "Nevus Ordo Seclorumn, a new order of the ages., signifying the begin-

ning of the new American era. A new eral ,.,naw order of the agesJ • na ~r 

Think of it 1 What superb confidence these men of the American Revolutio~i-~-~l;IW!!'9fll~MH;aa

iD&-~•P& ltad. Here they were., thirteen poor struggling colonies, in some far-off 

corner or the globe, on the fringe or the great .AJDerican wilderness, ard.ly emerged 

" tran war and revolution, almost bankrupt, torn with internal strife and d.issention, 

and yet, they dared t.o announce to the wor~ ir revolution, and the state which 

" they were establishing was ushering in a new order of the ages, a new world 1 
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And indeed the~r in a new world and a n - order o:f the ages1'=a - •~111; 

tiiae tor ltlAilkind. The torch which they kindled soon 1lftllJ6 its kindl other torches, 

espotism and tyranny began to crumble all over the old world( eA bhc eoft~iRent 

ol- !!In... one people a:fter another, inspired by their example, broke the~ 

and achieved .freed~w rld in which 150 millions o:f people ultimate~ came to 

live under conditions hith to unknown to mankind - freedom and canpetence and happi

re ss. In this republic 1 O years llter there is still the hope of a new order for man-

I don•t know whether we thf of it when we speak of dictatorship, but essenti

ally dictatorship is grounded in pessim1w, in fatalistic philosophies. I called 

attention to this f'act last week when I spoke about the Hand of Destiey. These 

philosophies on which dictatorship builds itself think of history as following a 

fixed road of iron necessity to an inevitable goal. Necessity, they maintain, con

trols the moral and the social life of mankind even as it controls the physical uni

verse. The individual counts for very little. He c annot affect the pre-ordained 

trend of history. HUman aims and human purposes count for very little because they 

cannot affect the future of mankind, and tlictatorships use this fatalistic doctrine 

to justify their reg:imentation of man, the reducing of the stature and the importance 

of the individual, and the total subnergence of men to state or to government or to 

party or to the dictator. 

But not so, democracy. Democracy is grounded in optimism, in the optimism of 

the perennial pioneer, the man who is not afraid of the iron laws of necessity which 

pre-determine his world, a man who carves a new highway for himself, confident that 

he will bui:..d his own world, the pioneer who is not afraid of the wilderness and the 

hardships and the difficulties conf"rollting him. Democracy has th.at faith - faith in 

man, in his capacity to affect his own future, to remold and re-fashion his environ

ment, confidence in the jjmate goodness of man and in his ultimate triumph in his 

struggle for a free and just society. 
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Democracy is prophetic and democracy, therefore, has the burden and the mandate 

of mission. It plans and builds hopefully for the future. There is the song of 

spring in the sou of democracy. 

\) John Adams of.t.Ra 25lVO)ntioz:i, one of the great men of the AJD.erican Revolution, 

declared: "I always consider the settlement of .Ainerica with reverence and wonder, as 

the opening of a grand scheme and design in Providence for the illumination and the 

emancipation of the slavish part of mankind all over the earth." The nought of 

themselves, this little people, on the seabord of the Atlan I just bringing a new 

state into existence - they thought of themselves being part of a grand scheme 

and design of Providence. in reverence and wonder, but they 

scheme to put an end to slavery, not only thought of it as being part of a 

to their own enslavement, b slavery all over the world. 

out 

Thanas Jefferson, _:the great JeffePaen, ..)IN: 11 rot,e t.t,e Deem ablott of Independence, 

f his letters to a end~ lds1 

We eel that "ffl3 are acti under obligations not confined 
tot limits of our owns iety. It is impossible not to 
be sen • le that we are acti for all mankind; that cil'
cumstance denied to others, bu indulged to us, have im
posed on us e duty ef' proving Vi t is the degree of free
dom and self-g rnment in which a society may venture to 
leave its indivi members." 

T}J!s '!'8-s to be tba proidng gr~ for the :wh:: :: ~•,,pjey ~r acting 

tM tiPet a gt i~ a g11eat EIJ;sma !or tba :who) el-~; t a few days before he 

died~--he-de~c:•d, concerning the Declaration of Independence l 
May it be to the world what. I believe it will be (to sane 
parts sooner, to others later, but finally to all), the 
signal of arousing men to burst the chains under which 
monkish ignorance and super&tition had persuaded thllm to 
)!ind themselves and to assume the blessings and security 
of self-governmnt. 

I sometimes wonder, as I look around me and readil much that is being said and 

written today in this great and f'ree country of ours, the country of Adams and Jeff

erson ar{the Declaration of Independence - i -♦:dlllHI" •11111ar ~ther we have not 
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lost 'Wat faith which was theirs, 
w -a.. ½---au 1,;. • ~ z: ~ 

that unshaken confidence ~ the ~crl!in~ ef a prl.ng:- _ 

, h .. tor ~ which is~a!JtJ t!.OhLru!!g]LlU-.c;w.&19~.cy,. If we have, then we are lost 

indeed, ¥armed might will not save us. Then our feet are set on 4'1.e mad> the 

tragic road, which other nations have followed - the pesshds~, the hopeless 

road to dictatorship of one kind or another. AIJia-I am afraid that our -

ance on the strength of our armed farces may be a dangerous symptom of our loss of 
G'lL--, 

faith in the strength of our ideals. AJhs:,e Founding Fathers, when they spoke we eon-

!-~ den:ta,-- of the ultima-oo triumph of America in the world, were not thinking of their 

military might c-~Y had none 1 There were~t empires in the world w it1& '.Blibi~ 

an - which far overshadowed their fllJ~ and pitiful military 

strength. They were among the smallest and the weakest nations on earth in 17761 .8IQd. 

et, they spoke "Sp- exultantly, confidently of conqueX,ring the worlct•~ thew iaaos. 

They wer~ relying on the might of their arms. They were relying upon the irresist

ible dynamics of their revolutionary ideals, upon the ~peFiori~ t.he moral super-

ome 

parts sooner, to_othe;re hter, hut finally tJo e.~•" They hoped to conquer the world 

by their example. They were acting out !"IH" drama for the whole of mankind .-e, 

and their success wou1. d be the signal for arousing men everywhere to burst their 

chains. 

That in my humble judgment, dqer O:i el¥is, is still the supreme missi. on and the 

supreme opportunity of America. Let us not lose faith. We have far less occasion 

to lose confidence than the men of 150 years ago ,..a11a ■■a. Conununist dictatorship 

has no future in the world, for no dictatorship has aqy future. Dictatorship does 
(j.. 

not speak of "springtime mankind, but of winter I\P1i •ll'th for the human mind and 

spirit. A di ct.ato~p state is a cage. It offers aome Mcuri:ty:1 but at the btigh-ta+ 

ful pr1ce of J1fe-Jong 1rnprisoraeQt. The hope of the world lies in democracy, in the 

sel.f-government of peoples and their freedom to express themselves, in their initiative 
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and their ~terprise, in the~ colle~c ve ~~-~~- isn•t ~~mocra~ i per

fect' - !l•s perfectable. rt is not -~ I,~ insecurity a,ggempaJVJng aamgc-

2Jr ~ V' ~~--w-t+.+,,.. $3 c....-1 .: 
NQJt III feP ~h!ib-ls the price ~ pay for the freecb m.wh:l.c!t goes wltlr-lt.,~~ 

~ - '-i'vJ 
there :i:c,i,J ___ b maSPr.groping, bliRs ffP=p:i.n , and mph uncertainty - but tliM ·e how nre 

..-s and expreS§es it;seH~ J ~ ~ c 

r_thinks that the worJ d expects 0£ .-\m&ri ca tad;zy: not the bayonets and the arms 

that w:e can ~veJ.hem. Thq IJ J accept them - of course - especially if we ur~e it 

up9R tA&m. What this sick, cold and tired w~~~s in its;{Jtr of discontent 

prayer1'ully hopes from America is a.£. ~ilia, :th;--ldl{dl.L of a new o { the con

fident reassertion of our democratic ideals, and 17-1e bringing to them,-if possJJtJe1 

those economic aids which wilf-help them to rise~ the depths of their misery and 

poverty;, the j ;,;,::;:rrL~ to bi gber t~e-vele g£ o~nbsi stenca. of . bGal:l;ll a R<I eQlr 
_ ca;l>:l;>'n, That r11e oice of /uneriC~ ~ t,ht, voice tha j echoed fi.round the world . 

a eentury mid a half a~. That is the voice that toppled kingdc:ms and empires 
~J 

trr.r-6ugn the n1netl§enth cell tca-y • That is the voice which w~ • JL>-"M.I.-....-

Q;v1 dictatorship in the world, not t-bra})gh a front.al attack by our 

strengthening of ~!Ott.tes of..., the world in confidleD~-:trrr 

e 

institutio✓ and 

, str 

by example, our own country 

fense of man. 

I read and re-rear "Walt Whitman's great poem, "Pioneers 1 O Pioneers r in these 

days when somehow we feel that .America is no longer the land of the pioneers. Walt 

Whit.man thought of America not as a land of pioneers in the physical sense, which our 

people, of course, has been right along. He thought of Anerica, as did th:t Founding 

Fathers, in tenns of a nation of pioneers in a spiritual and intellectual sense, as 

opening new continents of the mind and the spirit~ new worlds of justice and truth for 

mankind. I read you a verse or two from Walt Whitman•s "Pioneers 1 O Pioneers 1" I 

wish our youth today would take that to their souls: 
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For we cannot1:arry ~ere, 
We must march, my dealings, we must bear the brunt of danger, 
We the youthful sinewy races, all the rest on us depend, 

Pioneers l O pioneers 1 

Have the elder races halted? 
Do they droop arrl end their lesson, wearied over there beyond the seas? 
t'fe take up the task eternal, and the burden and the lesson, 

Pioneers 1 O pioneers 1 

All the past we leave behind, 
We debouch upon a newer mightier world, varied world, 
Fresh and strong the world we seize, world of labour and the march, 

Pioneers 1 O pioneers 1 

Will there be a springtime for mankind? Largely it will depend upon what is in 

the soul of the remaining democratic peoples on earth, whether there is springtime 

in their hearts; and largely it will depend upon America, whether we have here the 

hopefulness, the optimism, the confidence of spring in our souls. 
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The American mission came to flower with 
the adoptioi\ of the Constitution. The 
"Father of the Constitution" reminded the 
Philadelphia convention that "it was more 
than probable we were now digesting a plan 
which in its operation would decide forever 
the fate of republican government," reason 
enough to aim for the best. Washington, 
too, was conscious of the mission. In his 
first inaugural address be expressed the con
viction that "the preservation of the sacred 
fire of liberty and the destiny of the re
publican model of government are justly con
sidered, perhaps, as deeply, as finally, staked 
on the experiment entrusted to the hands 
of the American people." In his Farewell 
Address he hoped that the "free Constitu
tion" would be worked in such a manner that 
it would recommend itself "to the applause, 
the affection, and the adoption of every 
nation which is yet a str nger to it." 

The Jeffersonians were, 11 anything, even 
stouter believers in the higher destiny of 
the infant Republic. Jefferson, who had 
proposed that the seal of the United States 
picture "the children of Israel in the wilder
ness led by a cloud by day and a. pillar by 
night," never wearied of saying that Ameri
cans bad a clear responsibility for the pro
motion of liberty. In 1802 he wrote Dr. 
Priestley : 

"We feel that we are acting under obliga
tions not conflned to the limits of our own 
society. It is impossible not to be sensible 
that we are acting for all mankind; that 
circumstances denied to others, but indulged 
to us, have imposed on us the duty of prov
ing whd't ls the degree of freedom and self
government in which a society may venture 
to leave its individual members." 

And just 10 days before he died, in the 
last ot his exhortations, he could say of the 
Declaration of Independence: 

"May it be to the world what I belleve it \ 
will be (to some parts sooner, to others later, 
but finally to all), the signal of arousing 
men to burst the chains under which 
monkish ignorance and superstitution bad 
persuaded them to bind themselves, and to 
assume the blessings and security of self• 
government." 

For all men in this h~roic age, whether 
Federalist or Republican, merchant or 
"mechanick," pious or secular, President 
Ezra Stiles, of Yale, spoke as prophet of in
spiration in the United States Elevated to 
Glory and Honor. If he foretold wealth and 
might and dominion, he did so only to 
remind his Connecticut listeners that God 
gave these good thh1gs to those who de
served them, in this instance to a people 
determined to prove to a doubting world 
that "a democratic polity for millions, stand-
ing upon the broad basis ot the people at 
large," could be made to work. The Ameri
can mission was an influential ideological 
force in the formative years of the Republic. 

In the decades of expansion, most Ameri
cans lost sight of the interpretation of the 
Nation's mission formulated by Washington 
and Jefferson. This was the age of Manifest 
Destiny, a phrase of huge import coined by 
John O'Sullivr.n in his Democratic Review 
1n 1845. The loudly voiced assertion that it 
was America's duty to expand without delay 
to its natural geographic limits obscured the 
simpler, uncombative beliefs of the found
ing fathers. Even the concept of America. 
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men. Andrew Jackson reminded bis fellow
countrymen that "the eyes of all nations are 
fixed on our Republic," and in bis farewell 
address observed that "Providence has 
showerert on this favored land blessings with• 
out number, and bas chosen you as the 
guardians of freedom, to preserve it for the 
benefit of the human race." No less con
vinced of this truth were his opponents, 
Story end Calhoun. Said the first of these, 
"We stand the latest, and, if we :fail, prob
ably the last experiment of self-government 
by the people." Said the second, "We may 
• • • do more to extend liberty by our 
example over this continent and the world 
generally, than would be done by a thousand 
victorie ... " Representative Severance, of 
Maine, countered the shrlll cries of the ex
pansionists by urging that we "rather extend 
the 'area of freedom' by • • • our bright 
and shining example as a pattern Republic." 

The philosopher and the poet joined the 
statesman in this persuasion. Emerson pro
claimed his belief in the Nation's pecullar 
destiny: "The Office of America is to liber
ate • • • I wish to see America a bene
factor such as no country ever was." He 
hoped profoundly that we would contribute 
"our peculiar and legitimate advantages to 
the benefit of humanity." 

And, of course, Walt Whitman: 
"For we cannot tarry here, 

We must march. • • • We must bear 
the brunt of danger, 

We the youthful sinewy races, all the rest 
on us depend, 

Pioneers! O Pioneers!" 

Politer folk preferred to hear this message 
from Longfellow: 

"Thou, too, sail on, 0 ship of state! 
Sail on, 0 Union, strong and great! 
Humanity with all its fears, I 

With all the hopes of future years, 
Is banging breathless on thy fate!" 

The mission was given one final prewar 
turn by the economist, Henry Carey. In his 
Principles of Social Science, published some , 
11 years after Marx had proclaimed the inex
orable antagonism of classes, Carey called 
America to testify that the class struggle 
was not the inevitable consequence of an in
dustrial civ111zation. 

"Such is the true mission of the United 
States • • • to prove that among the 
people of the world, whether agriculturists, 
manufacturers, or merchants, there is per- , 
feet harmony of inteyests, and that the hap
piness of individuals, as well as the grandeur 
of nations, is to be promoted by that greatest 
of all commandm"!nts, 'Do unto others as ye 
would that others should do unto you.'" i 

The fateful meeting of the great American j 
and the great American crisis cast this an
tique doctrine in a new and vital role. Re
peatedly Lincoln expressed the persuasion 
that the cause of free government every
where hung in the balance of this epic strug-
gle, and repeatedly this theme was ham
mered home in press and pulpit. For Lin
coln the mission was an article of national 
faith, "felt in the blood and felt along the 
heart." His profound distaste for slavery 
derived to an important degree from his 
opinion that the mere existence of human 
bondage as a legal and social institution vir-
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In this Stoic Messianic ideal all differences of nationality or of historic 

states will disappear. There is to be a universal state governed by universal law 

in which peace is to reign and no distinction of race or creed is to exist. Their 

aim was, as it is recorded in their name, that ttall the inhabitants of this world 

of ours should not 111' differentiated by their respective rules of justice into 

separate cities and comnunities, but that we should consider all men to be of one 

conununity and one polity, and that we should have a common life and an order com

mon to us all, even as a herd that f'eeds together and shares the pasturage of a 

common field." 

Plutarch, De Alexa.ndri Magni Fortuna aut Virtute I, 6. 

For we cannot tarry here, 
We must march, my darlings, we must bear the brunt of danger, 
We the youthful sinewy races, all the rest on us depend, 

Pioneers 1 O pioneers 1 

Have the elder races halted? 
Do they droop and end their lesson, wearied over there beyond the seas? 
We take up the task eternal, and the burden and the lesson, 

Pioneers 1 O pioneers 1 

• All the past vre leave behind, 
We debouch upon a newer, mightier world, wried world, 
Fresh and strong the world we seize, world of labour and the march, 

Pioneers 1 0 pioneers 1 

Pioneers 1 0 Pioneers l - Walt Whitman 




