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THE RECALI, OF MACARTHUR, AND ,HA'.i' N:L T? 

April 22 1 1951 

This has been General Mac trthur' s vree~ in the u:1ited E>t~ ·es. General MacArt,hur 

returned after fourteen years of absence f rm hls country as a conquering hero, and 

an enthusiastic and admiring people pot.red out in their millions fro~ co~st to coast 

to 110 him honor, to heap praise and adulation upon him, and every mark of st_ein ~nd 

t . , l h , . 
C L'>n "l. S O➔➔O s . O'V ... 1 :11.n. T .. is .:.s as :.t s ::>..1ld J9. 

a o tury,and served it ~ith distinction and brillisnce, is entitled to the gratitude 

and admiration of his comtrymen. He led his country to victor-/' in the Pacific dur

ing the last world war. He has been amohg the great military figures of our day. He 

performed well, with distinction, and successfully in the administration or Japan. 

It is altogether fitting and proper, then, that he should receive the a.eel.aim and acco

lade of a grateful ,eople. 

His address before the joint meeting of Congress in which he pronounced his vale

dictory and in which he also outlined and defended his positior lfhtch led to his dis

missal, his address was an impressive and moving utterance, eloquent and free from 

rancor and partisanship, and it undoubtedly made a profound impression up0n all who 

heard it. Undersca1ng the sincerity and non-partisan quality of his address was the 

earlier amouncement l't'hi.ch he made when he landed in San Francisco that he was dPfin

itely out of politics, that he would not consider any political office. His sole in

terest was the welfare of America. 

ivery patriotic American hopes that it will be given to General MacArthur, now 

relieved of his command - that it will be given him as a distinguished citizen to con

tribute out of his abundant knowledge and experience to the future thinking of his 

fellow-citizens on the grave and pressing issues which confro.1t th.em. No longer 

bound by the lnevitable restrictions which must be imposed upon military commanders 
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he will be fr~e to express his opinions on the foreign policies of his government or 

upon any other issue without embarrassment to hims lf or to his government, and to 

have his opinions evaluated solely on their merits, and his opinjons will carr,1 t)len 

no other authority except that of their inherent logic and soundness. 

I suspect, dear fri~nds, that at least part of the reI!lBrkable denlonstration for 

MacArthur ~e an implied criticism and disapproval and an evidenoe of the mounting im

patience of ·'-.~e Anierican people, not so muah with the act of Mac Arthur's dismissal 

as with the confused and blundering and the improvisati0nal character of the foreign 

policy of the present administration. Every American has been c:Fare of he crisis of 

leadership in Wash.;ngton. .Americans have been catapulted within the year into a st.ate 

of national emergency, though the character of this emergency has not been made clear 

to the people. They have been asked to a.ssum~ i?l peace-time war-time restri cticn s and 

disciplines. Their sons have begndrafted into the armed forc'3s and their careers have 

been dislocated. The economic life of the Amer:tcan ~ ople is being threatened by an 

uncontrolled inflation. The wealth of the .American people is bemg poured out all 

over the world to win friends and influence ?eople, and yet, they are still in the 

dark as to what the foreign i"'olicy of our cowtry really is. 

Vhat are we fighting for in Korea? If, as our government has stated tL~e and 

again, the critical and the decisive area in which to resist possible Soviet aggres

sion is Europe, why are we fighting in Korea? v\"hy have we allowed ourselves to be 

caught in that trap, in that out-of-the-way corner of the world, v·here wo have already 

committed a quarter of a million of our fighting men, where we have already suffered 

over 8),000 casualties, and vrhere it is clear, juditlg by the 'testimony of the best 

military authorities, nothing can be ho ed for but a stalemate. !-iow long are we to 

stay on in Korea under cotdltioLs 'Ml.ere a stalemate means suffering 1200 casualties 

per wegk? Are we to regard the defeat. of the orth Koreans end their being hurled 

back beyond the 28th Parallel as they h.9.ve been sufficient evidence of v.i.ctory, since 

their plan of invading South Koraa has failed, and therefore, pro•~ed to encourage 
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negotiations for the settlement of the peace, or are we to push en again thr0ugh 

North Kores tc the borders of Afanchuria,as ~cArthur once did whe he led the Ameri

can troops to the borders of M8.nchuria, hoping to bring them home by Olristn:as? What 

is our plan and why a:·e not the Anerican people informed of it? Do ,ve plan to return 

Formosa to China,~ we had pledged to do under the Yalta agreement, or do we intend 

to hold it as part of mat we call the natural defense line of our country i.t1 the 

Western Pacific, as 1~c Arthur ha c been urging? lb we intend to hold Formosa, t~ough 

it in clear t~at Formosa does n0t belong to us and never did, though we had publicly 

announced that it belonged to China and would be restored to China, and t"·wugh we 

also Announced not so long age tl1Pt Forn:osa was not s:1mr[itc:t'.tq strat~gically important 

to us at all. Ix>we intend to come t.o an un.:i::rstar.ding with Red China, ar.d there is 

no other government in China today. Do we intend to recognize China as Great Britain 

has done and as other nations have done, or do wa intend to write it off as a pos-

s'ble neutra.1 or as a possible friend or as a :-.,ossible ally, and group it from here 

on within the Soviet Blee of Russia and its aatelli es aga ~ st whcm e must prepare 

for an eventual, 1.f unwelco~e and unwanted war? Do we olan to rP-sume oolitical and 

military coope aticn ·i th Chiang kai Shek in his sanctnary on rormosa - Chiang kai 

Shek whom not so long ago our government branded ~s corrupt, incompetent, dictatorial, 

~nd whose own people drove h-i m from China? If vre a.o not intend to do that - and doing 

it would mean the perpetuation of ci .. ~--11 war in China. - if v, e do not intend to do th2t, 

then why are we sending military advisers and ro'litary supplies to Chiang kai Shek at 

the moment? 

Are we against colonialism, as we have sts.ted time and time agc1.in, as M cArthur 

repeated in his ad ress th~ other day? Are 7fe L1 favor of giving in to the irnperial 

exple itation of the Asi3n l)eoples? If so, why are we backing 1'ith our arms at the 

moment the :rench in Ind.o-China. Are we for democracy a gaj_nst dictatorship, and is 

that our slogan Bnd battle cry, add why have we been flirting and sending aid to one 

of the worst dictators in the world today, Franco in Spain? 
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Is peace around the corner, as we a re frequently urged to believe by offictsl 

pronouncements, or is war dangerously ne~r, as we are as frequently urged to believe 

by similar official pronouncements emanating from the same sources? Are we to mB ke 

our own country strong and secure against possible attack and tggression, or arA we 

out on a global ~rusade to fight and defeat Communism all over the world wherever it 

rears its head? We have proclaimed both programs without equa.l ardor and often simul

taneously. 

The Amer-i_can people, my friends, patriotic, always reaqyto do tlgit w:1ich is re

qui.red of them to defend their l:>eloved country and its free institut:tons, hc1 s now for 

a long tur.e b8Pn kept in arkness or semi-da;rknass without real guidanoe and vlitl1out 

real leadership, and they hav-e been confused b7 our hesitant and fumbling and self-

. cor. tradictory and bewildering foreigp policy. And I suspect that the resentment which 

has resulted from this and the dissatisfaction of the American people express them

salves as a part of this extraordinary acclaim which was given to General LfucArt hur . 

Of course, imbedded also in th.gt demonstration was the political partisanship of cer

tain Republicans who hope to use the MacArthur affair as a. club with which to bel Lor 

the a<lministration. The Republicans have n'.) 11ore clear, consistent anrl wiited opinion 

on foreign policy than i-ia the present De,mocratic administration. 

But the American pe0 1:-, le should not he misled into believing that ·n contrast to 

President Truman's lack of a clear-cut foreign policy, General MacArthur has such a 

positive, well-defined and ire 1-reas:)ned policy. He has not\ '"& judgment, ev. n in 

1 ilitary matters, is not i fallible and hP.s not been infallible, as was so fatelully 

demonostrated last November when he directed American troops to the borders of Man

churia and into one of the most di~astrous defeats American armies ever suffered be

causn. he was s·.l.!'e and because his military intelligence as5ured him that the lliinese 

simply viould not ight, Now, the Chinese had given ampl3 warning to the world that it 

would fight i"' o r a rm"i.es ap?roa ,hed the Manchurian border 4 Our Asian friends, 



-5-

particul£.rly India, likewi ~e gave i1r=. l"O ld early v: E.rning o ... c-uch an P.Ventu&li ty-. 

Mac1rthur ignored thP.m all; ~e new better. He ignored the advice of the allies who 

urged our creatihg a neutral zcne J etween Olll~ forces and .Ma.nchutta to avoid bringing 

the Chines~ into the -,rar. And when the 01inese struck, MacArthur expressed collosal 

amazement over the fact. This was new war, he crieJ. Someone had taken him by 

~urprise, and ho that the Chinest did strike ar,~ did hurl our crces back in a i.::-

astrou.s retr..,9.t :in Korg , :Jecause they were detern.i_11ed net ~ ~~ve h stile armi s ap

proach t heir crit • cal pow~r. stati.ons on the Yalu - now MacArthur would have us believe 
bombing 

that we r,1ust c dopt a new strat gy, na.mmly, the lmmt of .ianchuria, the blockade of the 

ccast of China, an econo .. .iic blockade of Ch:!na, and otherwise use cur air ar1d naval 

forces to ravage Ch nese norts and cities, and the use f Chian kai She ts troops on 

Formo~a int e ~ope that this will so weak?.n the Chinese nation of 400,000,000 cf 

people , the mo.3t numerous nation in the 1vorld, that they will withdr2H from the Kor

ean war and thus, we snall sco!'e a complete victory in Korea. He, too, wants only a 

limitgd war. ~verybody wants a limite1 war. It s ems to escape us - the simple tr.1th 

seems to esca;,e us thc1.t vr. are not the sole judge as t o hether a war should remain 

limited or not. 

McArthur wm ld .ct dream of sending o r ground troops into China. In his address 

the a,,ther day he stc;).ted, "I{o man in his right mind would advocate ser1ding our tround 

forces ir.t continental China•" ~ ev~rthelass, he hotJe,... ~o defeat China thr~ugh bomb

L--ig and bleckade and. t '.1e us of Chian l< 1 Shek r .J ghost rmy on Formosa, ho 10 ld be 

helped by us to invade China and t herelJ' •~pen another front. This nr s been :JacArthur' s 

dream .or a long tiuie now. La.st August, y-cu , • 11 re 1e:rr bar, before we E .iffered t:1e 

ttarrj hl~ defeat ;n Korea, ho hfin made a. visit to Chiang kHi Shel:. in Fonncsa and as

surAd hi~ ~f the great interest which the American government h~s L~ him and in n~s 

gove !"t.m.1:mt. 
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Now these attacks upon China which General MaoArthursxx is reco .ending v.'Ould 

be tantamount to a 1ecl~ atiou of war on Chir.t&, th~t t~e Coviet Union which has a 

treaty of mutu.&l defe se ·with Oline. might well be drm-.n into t:ie war, and thereby, 

bring about tlle global war which nobody wants, which everybody fears, because nobody 

wants Anything more +, an a limited war - does riot seem to disturb the General very 

much. .. e dismissed this ">ossibil i.ty in one sentence in his addrefs the other day, i.'1 

a t tement that "the Soviet vrill not necer;R!;ricy nesh its actions ·tfith ou.r m· rr.ov1;.;s. n 

He \V[tS qually s1.ire that G~ina would not nec '": n~arily rresh its actions with our movee. 

Bue Chiaa. did, ard . i:; aid a :r:!..gttful price :or .. racArt· ur 1 s !iscalculatinn ~ 

The fact tJf the matter is, o: I:! ours , that General ilacArthur is u."'ldeterred by the 

pros,:,ect of a global war - not that he wants WBl'. Not at fill t But he ls not unde

t0rr9d by the prospect of it - a global war a··ai.nst Cornr.mnisrr.. :e are equal to ·t, 

he elieves. :"1'3 can fight si-"1 lt2 eously both j n the ~~st and in tm 'Jes t - China as 

well as Rut:>sia and all of Ru.-..,siats satellites. In fact, he stated in his address, 

"There are those who claim our str - ... i 6tl is inadequate to orotect on bot fronts, that 

we cannot divide our -3ffort. I c n think or no greater cxpresEi0r. o, defeatism." 

Well, I am afraid - I am not a general, I am just a bumbl~ civilian, and I should 

not WAnt to differ ,·ith the General on such matters, except that I do '10t believe in 

the infcillibility even of G3nerals - I am afraid this is not defeat.i.so. .J.. 3.m afraid 

that is is col realisir.. Considerirtg our sho·vine in Koraa after n:ine montil.$ f 

uloody ighting, we might well be more r .s9rved in our expectations. \ e have ho:i all 

that we can do to keep up our own end in the little co\ll'ltry of Korea. In tbe second 

·or_d War we did fj gh:, <"'n t r.ro fr nts - in tht:1 East and the in the ·,est - but in the 

seccnd World !Tar we nad Russia as an ally, anJ Russia broke t 1e back of most o ... the 

errnan divisions at talingrad long before the Allies set foot on tne cortinent of 

Europe. And in the sec0r d 'Norld ~a. we had as an ally China~ A.lld if' the secc-;.id World 

,1ar ,Ne ha ~s a!.lies tt~e p~Dles of eEt~rn Europe who today d n~t want to fight on 

tw:, fronts anf, wvho hP.7e made their po:;ition U111"': -~.:itakably clear in recent months. On 
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whore, th. n, does General HacArthl.4r rely to to justify his exuberant confident? On 

Chiant kai S!'l ek? In fact, the Gzneral seen1s to lay very little xxn weight upon the 

opinion and the judgment and too preferences of t he Allies with who'll w~ wo1.lld have 

to fight a global war. In fact, in hi entire address the oth~r day therP ~sn't a 

~ j.n6le mention of tPe United Nations - an arrazing thing - since he himself was the 

commanding general of the forces of these U!lited rations in Koree ~ 

I am afraid that there is here a dangerous underesti'l13.tion both of the strength 

of lliina and of RussiA. We cannot defeat them any more th&n they can d efea t us. In 

a war we and they can contribute to almo~t total devastation of the e!lrth, but not t:> 

victory on either side. There are limits to our manpower, limits to our resources, 

limits to our budget. And if that is so - and I express only my judgment, if that is 

so, if we are not omnipotent, if we are not prepared to pour out our forces and sac

rifice the lives of o:ir young men endlessly, tlien we must not be thinking or t;:i.lking 

in terms of a global war; we must be thinking and t o: lk g in terms of a global peace, 

, nich c-..;.n only be had not thr:>ugh victory, b~t through negotiation and c-::>mpromise, 

which is not appeasement, t ut only common sense. Nell' efforts must be mE..de now that vre 

have driven the North Koreans o· t of Scuth Korcq, frustrated their attempts to oor

'luer South Korea - we must now make every effort, using the good offices of friendly, 

neutral peoples of Asia, i.f necessayy, to bring about a cea .... e fire and to liquidate 

the Korean affair. Ar.y prolonged st~.lemate will lead to the third lfforld ,'la.r. lim

ited war if! only tha pr~lude to an unlimtted war. The North Koreans, judgine by what 

we • ave been reading in the papers in recent days, seem to be ·eady to talk, not as 

t~ey should, but they .q re eag .r at l cast to Jweghtg begin, to resume cont.acts and ne

gotiations. 

I beliav., t'1a t the Chinese govern1118nt, to , llas • een sobered and the exaltation 

of the gre~t vi~tory cf November is beginning to peter out, and the co~t of a prolonged 

1rc:1.r in that part of the ·lforld is being brought on the Chinese politicir .. ns as well. This 

io t.1e op,;,ortunte moment. We l•st so many in t,~ last nine months. This is another 
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one of those n:oments, ·Here an effort, a determined effort to b9 n:ade fer a ~co con

fere~c , and av..-ry a-;onue srou.1.d be explor~ before the conteLJ::.'l.;1ted major Chir .. e~~ 

defensive is set in motion again, as is expected by mili taJ-'J l .:· 3.ders in the next few 

weeks. 

But whether MacArthur is right or wrong - and th€re may be an honest diff ,rence 

of opinion on that score - wheth .... r we should extend the c0nfllct, as he urgea, or 

whether we should co~fine the conflict,a.s is the present policy of the administra

tion - I say, whether he is right or wrong, Presieent was absolutely and completely 

right is dlsmissing him. He presumed to make policy, y,h:lch is the sole function of 

the duly eledted civilian authorities in our country. Under our Constitution, the 

President is the C•:rw.ander in Chief of the Ar:ny and Na y of the United States, and 

only the Pre~ident. The same principle was enunciated earlier than in our Constitu

tion in the Tuclaration of Rights of Virginia, v1hich st:~.ted that "in all cases the 

::nilitary should be under strict subordination tA and governed by the civil p()wers.•• 

When the general in the field acts or speaks as f he were superior to the President, 

you hava in the nal<ing a military dictatorahip. V1ihen a general is not in accord 

with his ~uperlors, he hc..s the privilege of resigning, and if he refuses to resign, 

there is o"1.ly one avenue open for his superior, and that is to dismiss him. 

General MacArthur forced a constitutional crisis upon the American people, and 

Pre~ident Truman acted, rather belatedly, in the only way he could act - and I am 

confident that if MacArthur were President of the United states, he would have acted 

exactly as Prest dent Truman acted, only far more proL"lptly and decisively. 

Other Presidents of the United States have had trouble with their generals. 

President Lincoln, in the tragic days of the Civil ~ ar, had difficulties with generals 

111' o wanted to make policy for the American people. ~eneral McClellan, HFighting Joe 

Hooker - Lincoln got rid of th'3m in quick order, not because they were bad generals, 

but becau&e theyW:!re at.tempting to do that which under a democratic form ~f government 

dare not be done by ger.erals in the field, or you have a divided country, wrecked and 
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torn ar>/!\rt. 

President Truman had the problem of calling General MacArthur to or er, you re

member, last fall when MacArthur sent that fauous message to the convention of ~.1. e 

Veterans of Foreign Wars. He compelled the General to withdraw th9. t message, in which 

the General laid out a foreign policy for the American governm~nt. If President Truman 

had .failed to act, he would have endangered our democratic system of gov~rnment. He 

would hai.,iie endangered further the whole grand alliance of the Atlantic natjons which 

we flave been fostering and trying to hold tofjethar, because t!iose nations resented 

General MacArthur's intervention in foreign policy ~ven more than the President of 

the United States did. They would not for long put up with it. They wouldnft to er

ate in their own countrles. And even the military men in t~e Pentagon and our own 

Joint Chief of Staff approved of his dismisaal. Nov. they may have agreed with Mac

Arthur's lines clear down the line, but that we.s not the lihe of the goverilJ'llent, a'1d 

it's not the business of military men to define policy for government, but only to 

execute it, so that General MacArthur rs C<' .. ltenti r that the Chiefs of Eta ff agreed 

wi. th him on his line has no bearing on the is sue at all. He should have resigned his 

command, come -oo the country and urged the American people to adopt his line, but not 

to stay in the field as the Commander of the forces of the United States anc of the 

United r:ttions and try to impose a line which was running contrary to the line and the 

instructions of pi_ s civ1_lian superiors, 

As you well know, I have been a consistent critic of Preside:.1t Truman's policy 

on Korea, and I have been ~Mrply criticiZ9Cl for it. There are those who have jumped 

to the conclusion that tl'8 reason I have been criticizing President Truman is because 

I am greatly devoted to the Republicans. As you see, my position differs even more 

sharply from the pos:i tion of the Republican• than it does of the present administra

tion. When Prasido."'lt Trwran recalled General MacArthur, and I knew of the terrifio 

criticism that wou, d be heaped upon him as a result and the dark hours that he w~ lld 

be ?assing through as a result of doing that ~hich I b~lle.ved und many, many other 
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American citizens firmly believed he shonl d havP. done - done earlier - I got in toucll 

wit.'-1 one of my dear friends in Washington, who is the majority leader in the House of 

Representci,t i ves and told hilll that if he had an opportunity to spea k to tha . resident, 

to t.ell him t'1at his enemy, Rabbi Silver, appro es mo t heartily of what La has dc>ne. 

Thl3 next morning I had a t'3legram ~rom Congressman McCormick in which ha says: "I gave 

the Prestdent your message this morning mi.ch ple4sed him vr,,ry much. The f::r-gsi.d~nt 

asked me to extend to you his deep thE:.:-iks. tle was profoundly t ouc"led.n 

Well, I thinlr rt' t: r ---:!~rican citizens ought to t ake the trouble to have the ?res

ident hsar what they think of ~1is action in this ~i tuation. 

I cone ude, dear friends, v1ith t h is thought. I am glad t .1at Gbr~ ; l '~cArthur 

is in this comtry now, tut where he ttill be f r ee t o t ~l K fret.;JJ" :- .11 .. ..,o )e "' S f r 0 1.y 

=I lasti L1 ed and exami..YJ. ad. I think he will contribute to a clarification of t. is d i..f -

~ • l L b f L ..1. cu l, pr o em, o"' ,J.1 ..., 

j3b3.te, t"Fr~ will emerge greater clarity and greater unity among our people. My own 

i• that eur administration under the present pressure, should not commit additi onal 

blunder8 in the Pacific which may fan the flames of t t.e third World ,far. There c-:tn 

be no victory· in Kot"ea. "'he war in Korea must be ende.d and an hor.orable and negotia

ted peace is the on1y way 0 1.:.t. A ceese fire s:hould b e arranged. There '"' hou!d be the 

progressive withdrawl of all foreign arrai•3S frorr. Korea, free elections should 1 s ar

ranged under the auspices of the United Nations fr.1· the t;nited Kor ea, for the dlvi

sion of Korea i~ an unrealistit one an<l a dangerous one, following whicn Chita s 0uld 

be admitted to ths U. ited Nati ms, wr"-- re i.t should have been admitted a long ti:ne 

ago, and Formosa should be restored tp China where it rightfully belong~. 

We are stror.g enough to take the i :iitiative. 'I'he e ~hould br> ,.. . t · c ght of fsce

saving, fal ' a !)restige. There should be t ought only of liquidating ad angerou c:- a i tu 

ation. in a part of J - •r •• r • l1r C .... e I r • 

' 

~-. lJ 0:1.12~ ;)~ n ....d 1 ~ece no good. I hope that when the shouting is over and the emo-

tio~alism has spent itself and the American people, 1.n their good common sense and 
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judgment ap.ttla ctown to f5.CE' t~ realities of this pro lem, they --.vill co.. to ::in .:1-

proximat:c-n of son.13 kind o~ a solutic_ 11.'--:e t one I have been SfJ0 aki.ng abn'.l.t. 
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