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A TRIP TO 00 U'l'H AFRICA 

November 4, 19~1 

I was invited this summer, dear friends, to visit South Africa, invited by the 

Jewish communities ot that country, and I gladly accepted the invitation. I was 

eager to see that part of the world where I bad never been before, concerning which 

I had heard a great deal and read a bit. We spent about five weeks in South Africa 

and saw a good deal ot that country because we fin most of the time, both coming 

and going to South Africa and within that country. We saw many places and many 

people. We saw much that was the same that we bad seen in other parts of the world, 

particularly' in this country, and we saw much that was different. After all, the 

world is really one world, and yet• there are no two places in it that are quite 

alike, and certain~ no two peoples quite alike. F,ach country and each people has 

its distinct problems and no single formula is quite adequate to solve these problem, 

although the experience ot one people may be ot Nrvice in guiding another people. 

The union ot South Atri .. ~ as you undoubtedly knc,,r, is made up ot tour provinces, 

the Cape itselt - cape ot Good Hope - Nataal, the orange Free state and the Tran.,_ 

va.al. These tour provinces were brought together into a union in 1910. The UJti.on 

is a vast countr,', in territ,c,17 equal to the aize or France and Germany and Italy' 

combined, although in population the Union has less than one-tenth of the population 

ot these three countries. It is a largely unsettled and undeveleped part ot the 

world; yet one ot considerable wealth, )oth real and potential. South .A.trica, •• 

:you undoubtedly knOW', is the richest gold and diamond country in the world. Since 

the discovery ot gold back in 1886, there has been mined more than 2t billion pound• 

worth of gold in South Africa. Since the discoyer., ot diamonds in Killberle7, there 

has been ll'ined oTer 4SO 1'1illlo• pounds worth ot diamond•• That, ot course, bas 

poured tremendous walth into every area ot development ot that country. 

Besides gold and diamonds, there are other minerals - coal and copper, and iron 

and lead am platinua and manganese. Beside• tbeae metals and lli.nerala, there are 

also considerable agricultural product• in South Afri• - corn, wheat, fruit, cotton, 
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and also wool. Besides mining and tanning in recent years there has taken place a 

considerable industrial and manuttcturing development in the Union. 

South Africa is a country- ot sharp contraata, amazing'.q' sharp and startling 

contrasta. Its largest cities, its great urban centers are as modern as the 2otll 

eenttlrT. A city like Johannesburg with a population close on to 9001000 differ• 

very little trom its outward appearance from a city of similar size in the united 

states - a city like Pittsburgh or Cleveland or Detroit or St• Louia. Tall office 

buildings, tine hotels, theaters, 1110Ting picture house a, 11U8eU11a, book shop• - the 

streets are full of autoaaobilea, mostly ot American make. There are 110re automobiles 

in south Africa per capita than in the United States. Incidentally, South Africa 

earriea on a very active trade with the United Sta te1. It imports 110re than a quar

ter ot a billion dollars worth every year trom the United States, and sends to ua 

over a hundred million dollars worth of goods. 

I say that in one wa7 South Africa is a a.oder• country in ever:, wa7 illaginable 

with all the tacili ties and all the comforts which you find in a 20th century-, in

dustrialized communi t7. But one atep any from the highn7a, the boulen.rds and the 

streets into the native quarters or a few mil•• rua aa7 from the cities into the 

natiTe village•, you are baok real:cy- into prillitiYe time• - not eYen medieYal time•• 

And this sharp and startling contrast determine• the feature of South African lite, 

and also reiresents the dominant problea ot that country. This sharp contrast ot 

which I speak is not only as between what you might eall today and yesterda7 or a 

110nth ot yesterdays back in time, and the contliet is net only between the white and 

the black, which you see at every turn, of courae. ot the u½ million of inbabi tanta 

in South Atrica, only 2,300,000 are ot European extraction or what you call white. 

68% of the population +txfc1Nw i• black, Bantu. The Bantus are a group or people• who 

-pt down on South Africa from the North and who practicalq • xterminated the Hot

tentot• who preceded them, who ia turn had exterminated the Bushmen who 1eemed to haYe 
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been the original settlers of' that part of Af"rica. These Bantu black peoples by 

and large b7 far repreaent the majority ot the population ot South Africa. 2i% of 

the population are Indians, peoples who came fran India across the Indian Ocean, 

original~ as indentured laborers to work on the sugar plantations and llOst of them 

remained, principally in the provi. nee of NataaJ.. About 8% of the population repre

sents what are called half-breeds., mullatoes, the ott•prings of the mixed population 

of white and black. A goodly number of thea are called the colored population, as 

distinct from the native population, and aost of the■ are in tee Cape area of South 

Africa. About 20,C are European•, so that the white aan is outnumbered tour or five 

to one in South Atriea, and that tact bederll• the whale life of that eount17. It 

is that fact which creates the tears, the bitter auspicions and hatreds which is re

sponsible for the very tense race proble• in South Africa. But eTen uong the whites 

the11Selves, who repreaent a minority ot the population of' the country, there is 

sharp diTision, bitter rinlry' and animosity. 

The white population is made up largely on the one hand of' the British or Eng-

11sh, and the other hand, the .Atrikaaners, the Boer•• South Africa cue into the 

ken of the peoples or Europe about the •ame time that the Western hemisphere waa 

discovered, that same 110Tement to discoTer new trade routes to India, which sent, 

the Spaniards westward and discovered the Western hemisphere in 1492 sent the Portu

guese southward to find a way around lf'rica to India., and in 1488, just f'our year• 

before A1Rerica was discovered, Bartholomew Diaz touched what is now Capetown and a 

f'ew years later Vaaco de Gama actually settled the southern part of' Africa and moTed 

on to touch India. But the act,ual .f'irst aettlera ot the Union were the nu.tell, just 

as the Dutch were the first settler• o.f' New Aaaterdaa and New York. The7 caae there 

just about the same time and financed, directed b7 the aame Duteh East India Company 

that was responsible tor the development of Dutch settlement• on the Atlantic •a

board. They came in 16S2, they settled largel.1' around the cape area, and later on 
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they-were joined b7 German inaigrants, and when the revocation ot the Edict of Nantea 

took place in FTance in 1688, quite a nuaber of French Hugenot• came from France and 

aettled in the Union. For 150 years thereafter this amalgaa of peoples, largely 

Dutch r r011 Holland plus some Germani and some French, liTed in that part of the world 

rather isolated trom the rest of the world and developed their own inner lite, quite 

a distinctive lif'e or their own. The7 developed a language of' their own which i• 

tou.y the Afrikaans, ~•ically Dutch, a language which has gone through its own sto17 

of development with words borrowed trom the neighboring tribes and from other sources 

so that while it began as a patoia it has now reached the level ot an autllenti• 

language or its own. A group of' people• and religions, strongly Caln.nistie, and 

when these settlers who lived on the farms needed labor, the7 took their labor tro11 

the native• and enslaved them, and they- also imported slave labor f'ro■ other part• 

of' Africa and trom Madagascar, in the same way-•• the cotton plantations in our South 

imported slave labor trom ltt:lca. 

Of' course, this deTeloped the - probleu tor them whichw ere developed tor 

the united States, the problem of' NegN slan17, what to do about it. And there de

Teloped among the Atrikaaners a Teey strong race and c~lor prejudice which has~ 

rlved to this day and is one ot the basic source• of' tensions in South A.f'rica. 

In 1814 the British came in. The7 have a wa7 ot coming in and taking over. 

Well, the7 came in and took South Africa awa7 f'ro11 the Dutch. They paid a certain 

aount ot money to Holland, some six llillion pounds, and in the course of' time Eng

lish imlligrants began to flow into the Cape, ani before long the towns and settle

ments began to take on an English aspeet, and in the courae or the 19th century and 

the earl1' 20th century- the Eaglish - their language, their culture, beume predca

inant, largeq in the cities. They' were the people who deTeloped the mining and the 

co-erce and the industr.,, banking - the7 and the Jew•• The Afrikaanera, who were 

the tanners, the7 were alse alter a while largel.7 repreaented in the public and the 

defense forces, the ci'Yil and the railft.7 serTicea of the countl"7. And the riT&lr7 
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between these two peoples, these two white peoples, the English and the original 

nuteh - the Boers - continued practically unabated throughout the 19th centlll"7 to 

the present ti• and it led to war. Kore than 100 years ago, in 1838, the Dutch, 

who lived in the cape area, outraged at the tact that the British bad abollabed 

slave traffic and had issued an order tor the eaancipation ot all •laTea, and fear

ful, too, that their WA7 of life was being submerged b7 the English, picked them

selvea up en masse and with their wiTes and their children and their catti., in OJC

carts, droTe out of the cape eastward and northward into the wilderne•s, into the 

saftge country beyond the Orange River, beyond the Vaal RiTer, to eet up a state of 

t)leir own. And the epic or what is called this great trek, the epic ot these Voor

treklcers, as they are called, is the great epic ot South Africa. It was an amazing 

story of courage, of battle on the part of these hard-bitten, determined men and 

women, who were prepared to face all the dangers of warfare with the sa..-age tribes 

and m&tlY' tiaes ma.IJ7 of the■ were massacred. This stocy constitute• a bra-Ye epi• of 

a determined people. 

They won through ultimateq because the Bantu or the Zulu Assegai was no match 

tor the muzzle-loading guns of the trekker, of the Boer, and he ultillate]3' estab-

li shed himself in that part of the world and set up 'bro 110re republics, the orange 

Free State and the TranSTUJ.;in 18$2 and 18$4 Great Britain recognized the indepen

dence ot these two republics and it was thought tor a time that there would be peace 

in South Africa, but fortunately or unf'ortunate:q, in 1868 the diaaonda were disco~ 

ered in the terrU>ory ot these Boers, and in 1886 gold was discovered, and there took 

place there as there took place in calitornia, a gold rush. Tena o:t thousands of 

fortune haters poured into these two coutries, aa111 ot thea Englisbll8•• The ci t7 

ot Johannesburg which in 1886 was a Tillage ot a fn hundred became in a tew years a 

city ot 100,000. And pretty soon the clash between the Dut.ll settlers, the Boera, 

and these foreigner•, denloped sharply. Political tensions heightened and then a 
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putsch was attempted to capture these two countriea, and all this - it•s a long stor,y 

into which n need not enter - all this led to the Boer War ot 1899-1902 1 in which 

the Boers were completely defeated atter heroic reaistance and the Boers had the 8)'11-

patl\r of the whole world against Britain, you will recall• The7 were de.teated, but 

English diplomacy was wise and granted these peoples •lf'-goTerment soon a tter the 

war and in 1910 there was created this Union o.t the tour province• - the Cape of 

Ooed Hope, Ila ta.al, the Orange Free state, and the Trannaal - to make one country• 

But unf'ortunateq the tensions between these two white peoples have not greatly aodu

lated as a result of this Ullion. The nationali8'tic bitterneas of the Boerehas ••t 

abated. There is a strong sentiment •ong the■ to this day- which claaors for SOuth 

Africa to get out of the Ce111110mealth of the British nations and set up an indepen

dent republic of South Africa. And diring the second world war there was a great 

element of the population that was opposed to South Africa going into the war on the 

side ot Great Britain, and that element had in it a great deal ot pro-Nazi sentiment. 

It was only" the superb statesmanship of the greatest aan that South Africa produced, 

General Sllute, which was responsible for t ta fact that South Africa did eTentuallJ" 

get into the world war. But General Slluts and his part7, the so-called liberal party, 

the tnlited Part7, was in Kay 1948 defeated by the Nationalist Party, the Ab-ikaaner 

Part7 under the leadership ot Dr. naniel Kalan, and it is this party with definite 

pro-Fascistic, pro-Nazi leanings, that is today' the controlling goTernment of the 

union of South Africa. 

SO that South Africa preeents today the • trange appearanee of one country- which 

h•s two European races, two official languages, .,. eapi tala - one in Capetown and 

one in Pretoria - two flags and two national anthe•• Now, added to these tension•, 

the white and the black, between the English and the A.trikuner, there is the addi

tional racial tension of the Indians, who are not an inconsiderable ele•nt in South 
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African l!if'e • They have always been treated as ei tisens of second class. The great 

Ohandi, you will recall, was the one who, living in South Africa, aroused the South 

African Indians to resist passively' these discriminations on the part of the other 

people• of South Arrica, and especially today with India having become a great inde

pendent country, these Indians of South Atrica feel ■t■tJ eTen 11C>re kee~, aore bit,

ter]y, the caste discrimination, social discrimination which is being practiced uao~ 

them. There have been riots between the whi tea am the Indians and between the In

dians and the blacks in Natal. 

And so the whole country, you can readily see, is a country f\111 of tensions, of 

hates and of bitterness. It•s a pity because it 1s a beauti.tul coun't13", a country' 

which has enough for everybod7 and for millions upon millions of aore peoples to live 

in comfort and in economic security. 

The great tragedy' or South Africa is, of course, the treatment and condition of 

the black man. Those of you who have read Alan Paton•s 110ving, touching story, "Cry, 

the Beloved Country", will have a good picture and a fair picture or the actual situ

ation in South Arrtca with reference to the black aan. The native village lite of 

the black has been disrupted, his land has been eroded because they have not been 

taught modern methods or irrigation, agriculture, sot bat many of the natives are 

forced to go into the cities. Many of them are coaxed to come into . the cities to the 

aining industry. Those who come to the gold mines and to the diamond mines are com

pelled to live in compounds like cattle. Others who work in other factories and in 

other occupations find no housing tor them so that they liTe in the most unspeakable 

hoTels unfit for animals. Disease is rampant aaong them, infant mortality is appall-

1ng. only one out of fiTe or the black c h1.ldren receiYes &I\Y education at all in 

elementary school. The blacks are restricted as to occupation and they are restricted 

as to residence and they are restricted as to 110nment. No black man can a,ve without 

a 11pass•. They- are underpaid. For the aame work sOl!Jeti■es the while man will re-

cei n five and ten times the salary' that the black an receiTes. Vice and eriae, 
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accordingly, are rampant among them. Those of you who read a few weeks ago the ar

ticle in "Time" magazine on "A City in Terror - Report trom Johannesburg" will have 

fresh in your minds the conditione in a city like Johannesburg. The account is not 

at all exaggerated. Today this city•s 350,000 whites fear its ,00,000 natiTes, and 

this rear is reciprocated. Johannesburg is probably the tensest city in the world. 

White Johannes burgers barricade their homes at night and do not Tenture out in the 

eTening except in cars w1. th revolvers and rifles hancv • 

Johannesburg•s half llillion blacks are compelled to live in locations segregated 

from the white residential areas. There is little 110ney for black housing. The 

blacks have no political Tote and no municipal voice. In the unlighted and unpoliced 

locations in shanty town, the native criminals who prey- on the whites have their 

bide-outs and they- prey on the blacks as well. Black homes like white home• are 

barricaded. At dusk crime begins. People are 1111rdered in the streets at night and 

chopped with ax.ee • 

South African jails are overcrowded, 110stly with Negroe•. These coIJYicts an 

used to build 110re prisons to hold 110re Negores. South Africa has about 3,000 kill

ings and 2 ,ooo rapes a year. Crimes classified as e erious have increased three-fold 

in ten years and have doubled in the past t.ro years. on the gold reef' there are 

three mrders ffeey two day-e. Johannesburg, with a total population of 850,000, bas 

twice the nuaber of crimes comm:1. tted than greater London with a total population ot 

more than 8,000,000. 

The South Arrican author, OliTer Walker, co1m1enting on the South .African Negroes• 

mat17 fine qualities has added that the whites re-make of them a hard1 crude people in 

the end. This is happening now. 

The only solution which the present goTernment eeeu to have eTol"Yed tor this 

problem is a solution or "Apartheid" - or separation, eegragation. Recent:cy a new 

act was passed oalled the Group Area• Act which will nentually establish three major 
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race group areas separated from one another in which one group uy be prohibited trom 

owning the occupying property in mother area, a rather hopeless an4 naiTe attempt 

to separate and segregate what ean no longer be separated or segregated in the modern 

world. 

Now, in this land ot riches, or opportunity-, ot tensions, there also liTe oTer 

100,000 Jews, some 5% or the white population. I Ti.sited the Jewish communities of 

So•th A.frica - 12 centers. I was Tery haPW to do so. I was Tery warmly welco11ed 

by thea. It was tor the■ and for me a sort or a Yontif'. I made 30 speeches during 

r,y stay amng them, and the Good U>rd I hope will forgive me for it. It was good 

to get in contact with a Jewish community so tar awa7 from here. Nearly all or the 

South African Jews come from Lithuania - they are all L:itvalcs, about 98% or them. 

And aost of them began coming towards the end of the 19th c entury and the beginning 

or the 2oth. There were some Jews who had come before 1870. Since 1933 quite a num

ber or refugees trom Western Europe, from Geraa.ny, have settled in South Africa. 

They were attracted to South Arrica in the same way as all other European, 

were in the last 50 - 60 years, by gold and diamonds, and the prospects or that 

fabulously rich country. The Jews of South Africa were the real pioneers ot aodem 

South Africa. The development ot the gold industry and ot the diamond industry" and 

ot the coal and iron industry in South Africa owe practically eTerytbing to the Jews 

of that country-. 

It was Barney Barnato, whose name is undoubtedly known to you, a poor London 

boy who came to South Africa, who was among the ■ost f'abulous and colorful prospect

ors and developers of the diamond and gold industries, who amalgamated finally with 

Cecil Rhodes, the great "De Beers Consolidated lli.nes Co.11 and became the largest 

owner of mining in Africa. 

His nephews, Wolf Joe 1 and Solomon Joel, followed up the -•ing career of' their 

uncle. They, too, came trom the squalor of Wb1 te Chapel and ended up by- being aaong 

the richest men of' the world. 
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Sall Marks began his career with a pick and shovel, and he became one of the 

a0st influential men in the developnent ot diaa:>Dds and gold in so•th Africa. He 

became a close friend of Paul Kruger llho was the Pre•ident of the Trminaal. He 

also ultimate~ became a senator of the union. 

The name ot Alfred Bei t must be known to you. He was the first billionaire in 

the world. First he opposed Barna to and then joined with him and Rhodes. He helped 

also to develop the railroads or South Africa and began the deYelopnent ef Rhodesia. 

He was one of the great benefactors, philanthropists of South Africa. 

or course, there is today Sir Ernest Oppenheimer, the wealthiest man in South 

Africa, the king of diaaonds, one of the six richest aen in the world. He, too, 

began his career in a huable war and is now the head of the De Beers am also the 

Anglo-American Corporation. He is responsible tor much of the mining expansion 

which is now going on in the Union. But not all the 1001000 Litn.ks in South Africa 

are millionaires, although most or them are tairl.7 well-to-do, prosperous. The7 or 

their fathers began their career• as the fathers here, as peddlers. They took pack• 

on their packs and went among the farmers throughout the cape, and later on further 

north. They were warmly welcomed by the Boers, by the Atrikaaners who were people 

like the Puritans, steeped in the Old Testameat and looked upon the Jews as the Chosen 

People• Later on, these peddlers developed into merchants and sent their sons and 

daughters to the colleges and um.versitiea until today among the 100,000 Jews of South 

Africa you will tind ma.JV' first-rate doctors, engineers, pby'sicists, scholars, 1-

yera. Some a re in Parliament, some occupy very important positions on the judicial 

bench. 

The south African Jewish community is a Yery generous collllUlli tr, perhaps the 

110st generous in the 1r0rld. Their per capita contribution for foreign aid and tar 

the upbuilding or Israel is the largest in the world. It is al:aost entire~ a Zionist 

co11111Wlit7, and South African Jewry bas aent not onl.1' substance and contributions to 
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Israel, but some of its fine sons and daughters have gone to Israel and have set

tled there and are an :iaportant element in the developnent of Israel. 

Th~e is great religious mindedneaa in the Jewish community of South Africa. 

They have builded their synagogues and their schools everywhere. In Johanessburg 

alone there are 20 synagogues. In ca~town I Ti.sit.ed a synagogue which was estab

lished 100 years ago, one of the 110st beautiful synagogue buildings that I have seen 

anywhere in the world. Refol"ll Judaisa in recent years has made considerable progress. 

one of our Rabbis of The Temple - some of you •Y recall - went to South Africa eome 

years ago and is DO'W the head of a very large Reform congregation in capetown, doing 

splendidly. 

So that the Jewish c0111DUnity ot South Africa gave me the impression of being a 

wholesome, well-knit, integrated, Jewishly-conscious comrnjnity, which is u.ld.ng its 

contribltion to the life of the country and is uldilg its contribution to Jewish 

life throughout the world. 

They, ot course, have been bothered to a degree by anti-Semitism in recent years, 

IIOre especially in the last ta years when the Nationalists came into power. The 

Nationalists in the campaign of •48 carried oma rather intensive anti-Sellitie pro

paganda in their political campaign because they felt thm; the Jen were allied with 

the English as against them. But since their coming into power their relationship 

towards the Jewish population has been correct. Here in the laat fflff weeka the Tram

nal Nationalist Party, which had had a ban against the inclusion of Jew• in the mem

bership roster or the Party, have remoTed that ban and there seems to have taken 

place an easing up ot the situation. In the last fflff weeks, too, a Jfltr was elected 

MaYor of cai:-town. 

So that, swnmi.ng it all up, South Africa, which is destined to play an inc:reas-

1n~ important role in the affairs of the ,rorld, is facing one or the great racial 

problems ot the modern world, the sue problem which is tearing India and Pakistan 
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apart, the same problem which we have not completely solved in the United States. 

It has not yet f'ound the key, the solution to this problem, nor has South Africa 

a as yet become really one nation. The sense of unity, of' being one people, South 

Africans - that is just beginning to make its way in that country. 

AS tar as the Jewish collll\mity is concerned, it is today one of' the most proe

perous, by and large one of the aost contented Jewish cCIIDIUJU.ties in the world, and 

all things being equal, peace continuing in South .Africa, no intensification of' Na

cial strifes developing, that collllDUJlity' is destined to grow and develop and prosper. 

JO" 11 • i wt t+I Tisi t was a very rewarding one. It is good to get in touch with 

other sections or world Jew11, to know how Teey auch alike they are - in the:ir out-

1ook, in their composition, in their hopes, in their strength and in their weakne•s 

to us here. 
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