
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         163           59           855 
 
 

Drifting into dangerous seas, 1951. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DRIFTI 1G INTO DANGEROUS SEAS 

November 25, 1951 

We are ro nding out today our Thanksgiving weekend. During the last few 

days we have been reminded in many ways of how much we have to e thankful for, In 

materi.aJ blessings, i free institutions, in opportunities for an even more abundant 

life. In ,he midst of a hungry world, of mounting austerities and deprivations 

everywhere, our people have not gone hungry. our national wealth ha increased and 

so has the average inco~e of _tr.e American family. l't11.ereas two-thirds .of the world 1! 

population has an income of less than $100 a year. 

we have, of course, not reached the optimum in housing and clothing, in shel­

ter and security, in education or recreation, but we have certainly made steady 

progress; we have certainly· reached level heretofore unattained by any people in 

the whole history of mankind. In the midst of a world of crumbling free. governments 

and institutions, and the spread of tyranny and dictatorship, we have shielded and 

preserved our precious freedoms, and we have even assumed leadership in a global 

defense of it. 

So th.at most assuredly we have grounds for thanksgiving in spite of infla­

tion, in spite of Korea, i. J spite of ate t ar!d manifold ne.tional shortcomings and 

imperfections. 

~j my dear. friends, the whole po; nt of this beautiful holiday would be 

missed by us if we failed to take to heart its deeper meaning, it.~ stern admonition 

implied, even ·r not spoken. What we have of the material blessings are the gifts 

of God. What we have produced for our good has been produced by labor and inte~li­

gence and enterprise and initiative, by courage and vision - moral qualities, all,. 

whose roots are in character. What we enjoy today of freedom ahd human rightshave 

come to us down through the ages as a result of the struggles and the sacrifieee of 

pioneers and pilgrims, of revolutionary idealists, and champions, of soldiers who 
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died on the battlefields of their own country and of distant countries. What we 

have builded can be destroyed, and what we ha• inherited can be lost, if these 

moral ualities of American life are dissipated, if our character disintegrates, 

if our spiritial vigilance is fatally relaxed, i.f - as · saneone P:1t it - we remain 

ethical infants in a world of nuclear giants. In this trou l ed world of ours, men­

aced as it is, we have been striving to win peE'.ce for ourselves through strength -

peace thr0ugh strength is the slogai of our day. But I am afraid that e are think­

;ng too much of strength through arms, and not enough of strength through ideals, 

through character, a strength rhich comes to a people out of a life of justice, of 

equality, of tolerance and bro h rhood, unity, of moral character. 

What was most characteristic of the Pilgrim fathers, what made them endure 

the rigors and the bitterness and the tribulations of their wilderness existence, 

the grim and grisly poverty which ·was theirs, and what qualified them a.s the true • 

progenitors of a new nation, the builders of a new orld, was their moral ruggedness, 

their spiritual integrity, their firm standards of right and wrong. They were Bible 

folk, these humble artisans and laborers, steeped in itsmood of reverence, uplifted 

by its moral passion for justtce I for liberty• And these humble folk resolved to 

build in this Canaan of the new world a commonwealth under God which will be based 

upon these moral principles and upon the essential democracy of their sacred book, 

their never-failing guide - the Bible. 

And I believe that it is this same moral quality which has sustained &nd 

developed our b eloved country• To be sure, we have had periods of moral slump and 

of political corruption time and again. To be sure,we never attained to a degree 

of unsullied perfection in our national life. But these slumps, these instances of 
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corruption were never permanent. They did not go unchallenged by the ~tter nature 

of the AJMrican people. Demands were ma.de for correction and reform, and the trend 

towards moral decadence was soon checked. The moral sense of the American people 

soon revolted against practices in government or among the people themselves w~tch 

menaced the security and the stability of .A.merican life and its ·nstitutions or 

freedom. 

Now, we have been experiencing in our day and quite recently I dear friends, 

such a moral slump in public andprivate morality. We have been drifting, I am 

afraid, into dangerous seas of declining national morality and vanishing national 

freedoms. The American people is being shocked and aroused today by manifestations 

of moral corruptions within, while it has been focussing its interests and watching 

the threat of military dangers from without. 

A few short months ago w e were all startled by the Kefauver investigation 

into the tie-up between organized crime and government, of collusion between police 

a.nd criminals in our big cities, of the ramified empire of lucrative crime whichwe 

found established in our midst. The American people in their millions through the 

dramatic c~sr.neling of the story into their ho~es by means of television, were 
• 

-
startlingly made aware of the evil that was eating at the very heart or America, 

of the worm in the apple, of the dangers which lurked in every community and around 

evecy home. But more than that, they were left to ponder by these disclosures of 

how they themselves were involved in all this, and to what degree they themselves 

were responsible for it. For it was not the criminals alone whom the Kefauver Com­

mittee exposed. There are criminals in every country - lawless and anti-social 

elements which prey upon every community. There are grafters and corruptionists 

everywhere in the world, but it is the size of their numbers, and the extent and 

the persistency of their operatj ons which disclosed the strength or the weakness or 

the social fabric, t be social .framework within wlrl.ch they operate• the firmness or 

the laxity of the laws of the people as a whole, the quality of its law enforcement, 



, 

-4-

its discipline or lack of discipline - in a word, the moral tone and temper of a 

nation as a whole. 

It was the American people which was exposed by the Kefauver Committee, and 

in a sense, indicted. If there exist wide-spread gambling syndicates ~-n our country 

whose profits into the millions and the tens of millions, perhaps the hundreds of 

millions of dollars annually, it is because good and respectable citizens in vast 

numbers are not averse to gambling and betting. The gambling institutions which 

exist in almost every large community in our nation are patronized by good and 

respectable citizens. They look upon it as an innocent anusement, a harmless 

sport, a ps.sttime • But what to them is a harmless sport is to the prof es si. onal 

gambler serious, very serious, business - an eviland dangerous business, which 

spreads like a cancer throughout the body politic. It was the good and respectable 

citizens of our country, you will recall, who made bootlegging profitable, and there­

by helped to bring into existence a vast empire of' criminals and hoodlums and 

killers who have since that time uni nterruptedl.. y battenedupon every community in 

our country. If .,incompetent and characterless and corruptible public o.ff'icials 

exist in our midst, is it net due ~o the .fact that our good and respectable citi­

zens do not adequately exercise their duties and responsibilities of citizenship, 

do not actively participate in state and local and national politics, are not mem­

bers of political units and groupings which pick and select and campaign for candi­

dates for office? Is it not due to the fact that they are not politically vigilant 

- in a word, that they ~.re not intelligent voters? How maey good citizens act,ually 

take time out to see that the right kind of people are nominated and then elected 

for office? The Costellos do, always. They make sure, doubly sure, as to the names 

which appear on a ballot. They are very much concerned as to who is to be elected. 

They organize for it. They plan for it, They a re alert politically. 
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rt is not that we a re bad citizens. We are not. It is not that we do not 

love or appreciate our country and its free institutions. We do. But the trouble 

is that we just take them for granted. We are thoughtless. our principle inter­

ests lie elsewhere. Citizenship is just not a ~ital part of our lives. We spend 

very little time on it. We spend very little time educating our cldldren up to it. 

And yet, citizenship is the most important enterprise in the life of a citi~en. 

we are all convinced that our country is sound. Nothing can hurt it. rt 

does not reed our personal attention. Here is where we make the great mistake. The 

political bosses and the grafters and the cor1~ptionists - they do pay personal at­

tention to government. They do ta~e time out. In !act, the major time of their 

careers. And in a struggle between the active dark forces and the pa~sive and in­

different forces of light, iix in a community the dark forces will always win out. 

The task of maintaining a ft-ee country, of running a democracy is a very 

difficult, a very exacting task. It is a day-by-day job. "Eternal vigilance is the 

'Orice of liberty." And unless that. eternal vigilance expresses itself in action, a 

democracy slips very quickly into lawlessness, into chaos and dictatorship. The 
corroded, rotted., eaten away ft-om within, undermined by the negli@;ence and 

great cemocracies of the past which perished were first corrupted from rlthinJ !iMJ 

Juli:& the irxlifference and the moral laxity of its citizens. These p~epare the way 

for the vicious elements to step into the vacuum and to take over I the dark elements 

- those who are gross of heart and grasping of hand, who are always there lurking in 

secret places, waiting for their moment and for their opportunity. 

Since the Kefauver investigetion of a few months ago, we have been treated 

to numerous other evidences of a spreading moral malaise, of a moral breakdown amorg 

our people. Instances have come to light of corruptions in departments of our fed­

eral govermnent, of favoritism, of bribery, of fixing, of nepotism. Recently we 

were a.bashed, all of us, at the scandal at ast Point where so many cadets were 

found guilty of violating their honor coQe. Recently we were all made heartpsick to 

read of so many instances of scandals and corruption and degradation in college 
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sports and of joung American athletes corrupted by commercialism and gambling • 
..., 

Judge sa.ul s. Streit, whose sad duty it was to pass sentence on the fourteen 

former membars of the tong Isla11d University and New York University and of City 

College basketball tea.ms 1 who together with professional gamblers conspired to fake 

t~e games for gain, to rig the scores, in sentencing these men said, among other 

things: 

My investigation discloses that the corruption of basket­
ball players is not local by any means •••• nor are these 
vices related solely to basketball. Analysis will show 
that football first bacame infected with this contagious 
disease and then transmitted it to basketball. rt seems 
to follow a nation-wide pattern •••• 

The exposure befo~e me is onJy the lifting of the curtain 
for a small glimp~e of intercollegiate football and bas­
ketball, fired by c ommercialism and determination to win 
at all costs. I find that j_t has co11e to pass that col­
lege fame depends less and less on education as a center 
of learning and more and more on the prominence of its 
football or basketball tea.ms ••• 

Conunercialism and over-emphasis in intercollegiate foot­
ball and basketball are rampant throughout the country• 
It has become big bus·ness. Large moneys ~re involved. 
••• Scounting, recruiting and p~ selyting in violation 
of amateur rules is almost uni"'!arsal. The average under­
gr duate student wi th.XJCK't athletic ability has not the 
remotest chance of making the varsity team. Scholas~io 
st~ndards a re evaded and resorts re had to trickery I de­
vices, fraud& and forgery tr"J "'"'1r,r con:e e;1..,ra!Jce require­
ments. 

And so t,he Judge catalogues a shocking array of instances of corru. t:ton 

1n our educational institutioos upon which the American people has relied as upon 

citadels of integrity. our educational institution wb.ich c had hoped to become 

the training ground for the highest stendards of conduct for the youth of our nation. 

we are drifting into dangerous seas as our national morality daiine~ in our 

government, universities, the home - the American home. The same moral disintegra­

tion one fi ds j n the ~owing number of di"J'orces, of broken homes, and as a result 

of ~110 increased number of juvenile delinquents right across our nation. The sharp 

and ominous increase in divorce is not evidence of a progres e and healthier society. 
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But rather, of a. declining society, of a decadent society. It is not that r.ien 

n1 women are becorn.i.ng more emancipated or better adjusted or happier, but in most 

instances are becoming only less re~ponsible, less disciplined, more self-centered 

and weaker in their moral fibers. 

Ane rica needs a moral reawakening. It is not the enemy" from wi thou who 

will overthrow us, but only the eneny from ?Tithin. In the same sense i s net the 

foreign foe who will rob us of our liberties, but 1 e ourselves. We have been mov­

ing j n recent years very rap· ly, I am afraid, under the impact of the unsettled 

world situation and the need for strengthening our defenses - e have been movirg 

into headlong measures of repression wbich do violence to the spirit of our f'ree 

institutions and which may destroy the very thjngs which we w1 h GO preserve. 

My dear frjends, what distinguishes a .free society from a Di: slave society, 

a free society from a totalitarian society, is ju t this. The pre er1ce or the ab­

sence of an inviolate procedure in law, to protect the individual in ·s rights. 

When~ totalitarian government feels itself threatened, as it does all the time, 

for it does not rely upon loyalty but upon fear, its stops at mm no self-restrairr­

;ng procedures in getti grid of the undesirable individual. But a free and demo­

cratic society, even when it feels itself menaced, observes such self-restraining 

procedures to the utmost of its ability., not merely for the sake of the individual, 

but for its own sake., for its own preservation. 

The trend today seems to be in the duection of ignoring these procedures, 

these safeguards of free men which a re founding fathers wrote • nto the Constitution 

of the United states . Men are being persecuted today not for disloyal acts pe ._ 

formed, but for unorthodox opinions which are held 8':'ld even for association with . 

those who hold such unorthodox opinions. Puri ic men of records of long service to 

their country are being subjected to baselss slander on the floor of Congree, or in 
. 

Congress-tonal hearings where their accusers enjoy immunity from suits of slander 01· 

libel. 
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Reputations are being smeared and all in the name of patrioti.s...11 - smeared 

to a point where, and I quote now hlr. George Kennan, who as you know I is novr being 

considered as Ambassador to Moscow - certainly not ?. man ta.inted with any suspicion 

of Communism.. I say that reputations are being attacked and smeared and undermined 

today to a point where Mr. Kennan declared: 

The atmosphere of public !ife in Washington does not have 
to deteriorate much further to produce a situation in 
which very few of our more quiet and sensitive and gifted 
people will be able to continue in office•., The margin 
of safety With which our country moves in the world today 
is not great enough to permit us to be reckless and waste­
ful with the talents and the ideal ism of those people we 
depend on for the generalship of our peacetime battles. 

People who do not like to be cru.cified in public will soon avoid offering 

their services or a ccEipting the offer of service to their country. We are intimidat­

ing our teachers in our schools, in our colleges with loyalty oaths, loyalty oaths 

which never check the disloyal teacher becauee he works underground. He never 

acknowledges that he is a connnunist or thet he is disloyal, and an oath doesn•t 

stop him l But these loyalty oaths do surround our loyal teachers with vague fears 

and with suspicions. The labiJ. of Communism, as things stand today, can be pinned 

on anyone whose economic viewpoints are not quite -orthodox or are looked upon as 

objectionable or as radical. Every evidence of dissent, every evidence of driticism 

can be branded as un-American, and orthodoxy is quickly made synonpmous with loyalty. 

And thus, criticism and independent th9ught can be silenced. What is it that we 

want of our teachers and of our schools? Do we want in our schools and in our col-

1eges and in our universities men and women, teachers of strong and vigorous and 

independent minds, whoare not afraid to seek the truth and to speak the truth and 

to teach our youth to think freely and courageously? Or do we want the type of 

teachers, such as they have in Comnrgnist countries and in Fascist lands - puppets, 

automatons, intimidated and regimented educational lackies? 
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Thomas 
When the great/Jefferson founded the University of Virginia, he declared, 

"This institution ·will be based on the illimitable freedom of the human mind. For 

here we are not afraid to follow truth wherever it may lead, nor to tolerate error 

as long as reason is free to combat it.• 

I ask whether it is this spirit of Thomas Jefferson which animated the gag­

rule at our Ohio state university, or at the University of Calliomia, where a com­

pulsory loyalty oath was responsible for the dismissll or resignation of nearly 40 

members of the faculty, not one of them a Communist, who refused, because of then 

infringement of their academic freedom, to accept such an oath. Artists in our 

nation are being blacklisted, purged from stage and screen and radio, denied a 

chance to exercise their art and to earn their livelihood for being identified.not 
I 

with Communism, but with views or organizations whose platforms to some people seem 

to be controversial. Before long books and authors will similarly be censored, not 

necessarily officially, but what is even more thorough and dreadful and horrible to 

contemplate, by an intolerant and terr~rized mood among our people, which is today 

blrlng stimulatedin the name of national securj_ty. 

It is these piece-meal encroachments upon our basic liberties which ultimate­

lY will destroy them. And the loss, my dear friends, will accrue not merely to the 

1ndividual but to the nation as a whole. Our country needs freeoom for its progress 

and its security. Its very survival is predicated upon keeping the m:i.nds of its 

citizens unshackled and uninhibited, their loyalties eager and voluntary, and the 

institutions of our national life amonable to change and adjustments to satisfy the 

advancing needs of our people. 

America has grown strong through freecbm. AJJ1erican is not communist today 

just because its citizens have been free, because for 160 years their free<im has 

been sheltered in a Bill of Rights whose very first article readst "Congress shall 

make no laY1 ••• abrHging the freedom or speech or of the press; or the right of the 

people peaceably to assemble •••• rr 



.. 
• 

• 
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No democratic state of long standing has in our day succumbed to dictator­

ship. What is it that we a re afraid of? What we need to fear is not so much com­

munist penetration, but the loss of faith on our part in the strength of our own 

free institutions to the point where we are in danger of destroying them by franti­

cally trying to save them. 

I conclude with these words of a great American, a great teacher, Professor 

Zechariah Chaffee, Jr. 1 of Harvard University. And this is from his book, "Free 

Speech in the united states". 
. 

Belrl.nd the dozens of ~edition bills in Congree last ses­
sion, behind teachers• oaths and compulsory flag salutes, 
is a desire vo make our citizens loyal to their govern­
ment. Loyalty is a beautiful idea, but you cannot create 
it by compulsion and force. A government is at bottom 
the officials who carry it on: legislators and prosecu­
tors, school superintendents and police. If it is com­
posed of legislators who pass shortsighted sedition laws 
by overwhelming majorities, of narrowminded school sup­
intendents who oust thoughtful teachers of American his­
tory and eight-year-old children whose rooted religious 
convictions prevent them from sh.a.ring in a brief ceremony 
- a government of snoopers and spies and secret police -
how can you expect love and loyalty? You make men love 
their government and their country by giving them the 
kind of government and the kind of country that inspire 
respect and love: a country that is free and unafreid, 
that lets the discontented talk in order to learn the 
causes for their discontent and end those causes, that 
refuses to impel men to spy on tl-ieir aeighbors, that pro­
tects its citizens vigorously .from harmful acts while it 
leaves the remedies for obectionable ideas to counter­
argwnent and time. 

That is ~ larger vision. That is a true perspective. That is a point ot 

view not dictated by hysteria, by momentary fear or exigencies. That is a long­

range view which ought to dominate our thinking and our actions in these times. we 

~e drifting into dangerous seas. Let us be on our guard. 
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eommuni ty and around every home, to have disturbed and awakened and aroused the Amer­

ican people to that extent, the Kefauver investigation rendered a g rea:t service to 

our nation. And if it will lead to soul-searching on the part of our people, on the 

part of all of our people. If it will lead to action, to the mending of our ways -

for the ways of the criminals vr.i.11 not be mended by the investigation - to new atti­

tudes on our part towards practices which a re tolerated and indulged in by good and " 

respectable citizens, which unintentionally feed and finance and nourish the under-

' which in turn corrupts government -5:f this will come about as a result of the 

investigation, then the investigation will have proved to have been a great boon to 

the American peoplj For it ':!!;" not the criminals alone whom•f the Kefauver Committee 

'allll8 exposed. There are criminals in evecy country - 'bi,& lawless and. anti-social 

elements prey upon~ communito• There are grafters an:l. corruptionists every­

where in the world, but it is the size of their rrumbers and the extent and the peI'­

sistency of their operations which disclose the strength or weakness of the social 

framework within which they operate, the finnness or the laxity of the laws of~ 
~~~ fu ~ 
~ the quality o.rvlaw enforcement, tM discipline or lack of discipline 06 ~ke 

I\. ► , 

people - in a word., the moral tone and temper of a nation. 

and in a sense, indicted. If there exist wide-spread gambling syndicates in our coun­

try whose profits run into the millions and tens of millions of dollars - perhaps~ 

hundreds of millions of dollars annually - it is because good and respectable citizens 

in vast rrumbers are not averse to gambling and betting. a.Re +.he e lob naetll!JCB UHi lll J. 

{f 

~~fl• &l:ng ,ie.1.ces-. The gambling institutions which ex:i.s~ in ..,._ ~ 
• 1 tr 1i •• community 

~ 
baxe Si@§Gd to exa st •• wet0e patronized by good and respectable citizens. lta:ere 

WV _!?a5dly a da~ QI: ap we1ti11g, i r toldw ~l=s.A:.:iP&&peew.ele mtmon of oaz :,,eapiliil 

~ 
. -TJa" loo}<#upon it as innocent amusement, 
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harmless sport, a pasttime. iQ ta• i• aa1 ~ast -thab. But what to them~ a harm-
ch ,) 

less sport ?Ca.,i to the profespionalf. serious, very serious, dangare\:l:e and em.I busi-
- £>..~(b./'J' ll.(JvJ{. ~ ~ -
nessAwhich sprea~like a canc~the body politic. It was the good and respectable 

citizens of our country who made bootlegging profitable, and thereby helped to bring 

°' into existence tar- vast empire of criminals and hoodlums and kilJe rs who have since 

that time uninterruptedly battened upon every communit in our country.~­

~od apct resp&~able eiti~eHe, in their million~, ,.,ho helped "be bring law as sueit 

If incompetent and characterless and corruptible 

public officials exist in our midst, is it not due to the fa.ct that our good am 

respectable citizens, etif'eelvas, do not adequately exercise their duty and respon­

sibility ➔ citizenship, do not actively participate in state and local and na-

tional politics, are not members of ib c poltical units and groupings which pick and 

select and campaign fo~ candidates for office, &.re not politically vigilant, are not 

intelligent voters? 'ia'-1.a.-.::=•••tA.-eu~~~- How maey ~c~takB ti1IE! 
( 

out to see that the right kind of people are nominated and then elected for office? 

~ o! iis-go tht ough tho motien!I e:t s bated intervals, or mecha:niealq voting for e. 

slate of officers whose Mme~ e:re he.?'Cily known t.e ue and who haw been seJe cted by 

p.anple pre:etie.3.lly 1mkfl6¥ffl tg 11s.. Meet 1tn1ericans do not ever take the trouble of 

~ in pz:i:me.rie~ er jn eJect:1on8.., *mean~ good ;;ral=i.--Mspeetable eitkene.--= 'il•~ 

sure, as to the names vrhich appear on a ballot. They are very much concerned as to 

who is to be elected. They organize for it. They plan for it. They are alert poli­

tically. 

rt is not that vre a re bad citizens. We are not. It is not that we do not love 

or appreciate our country and its free institutions. We do. We just take them for 

granted - that•s all. We are thoughtless. our principles interests lie elsetrhere. 

Citizenship is just not a vital part of our lives. we spend very little time on it. 
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' We spend very little time educating our children to it. Anfet, citizenship is the 

most important enterprise in the life of a citizen. 

We are all convinced that our country is # sound. Nothing can hurt it. rt 
~ 

does not need our personal attention. 1111d. ere is where we make • great mistake. 

The political bosses and grafters and corruptionists - they do pay personal atten--
tion to govermnent. They do take time out; in fact, the major time of t heir careers. 

And int hes truggle between the active dark forces and the passive and indifferent 

forces of light, the dark forces win out iiwsetbab!:f. 

he task of maintaining a .free country, a! running a democracy is a very 

difficult and exacti ng task. rt •s a day-by-day job. •'Eternal vigilance is the price 

democracy slips 1b11tz very quickly into lmvlessness, iailte chaos, .,.· ~ dictatorship. 

The great democracies of the past which perished were first corrupted .from within. 

They ~re not overthrown by external forces, enemies .from without. They were cor­

roded, rotted, eaten away within., undermined .._...,._ by t he negligence and the indif-
' 

ference and the moral laxtty of their citizens, -~·h prepared the way for the vicious 

elements to step in and to t2 ke over - those who are gross of heart and grasping of 

hand, who always a re there lurking in secret places, waiting tor their opportunity. 

One thing which Afr. Costello idin the hearing struke me very forcibly because 

it was not merely an indictment of himsel.f', but of s many of us. He just blurted 

it out. He was asked whether at time he rendere any service to his country, the 

country which had given him so ma opportunities, the had served in war, in 

civic services o:t all kinds, to all of which he an~ red, of course, in the negative. 

He was finally asked - r don•t reca ·l the exact wor - whether he had ever done any-

thing for his country. And he ncertainzy-1 r•v paid my truces." Well, r•m 

afraid that•s what many good and res ctable citizen may have to reply if they were 

closely questioned and they were hone t with thernsel s. Yes, they pay their taxes. 

But that is not enough for the preser tion of a de cracy and a good society. We 

I 













Zechariah Chafee, Jr. Free Speech in the U.S. 

Behind the dozens of sedition bilJs in Congress last session, beh5nd teachers• 
oaths and compulsory flag salutes, is a desire to make our citizens loyal to 
their government. Loyalty is a beautiful idea, but you cannot create it by 
compulsion and force. A government is at bottom the officials who carry it ona 
legislators and prosecutors, school superintendents and police. If it is com­
pased of legislators who pass shortsighted sedition laws by overwhelming major­
ities, of narrowminded school superintendents who oust thoughtful teachers of 
American history and eight-year-old children whose rooted religious conviction~ 
prewent them from sharing in a brief ceremony - a government of snoopers and 
spies and secret police - how can you expect love and loyalty? ou make men 
love their government and their country by giVin them the kind of goverronent 
and the kind of country that inspire respect and love, a country that is free 
and unafraid, that lets the discontented talk in order to le~rn the causes for 
their discontent and end those causes, that refuses to impel men to spy on their 
neighbors, th~t protects its citizens vigorously :from harmful acts while it 
leaves the remedies for objectionable ideas to counter-argument and time. 
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College Basketball Fixing Scandal 
$3,000 fn 194-1 to $12,000 in 1950 
and he ha• been advanced to & 

full professor hip and vice presi­
dent of the university. Mr. Bee 
very modestly admitted to me 
that the prominence of the ba -
ketball team "which he created" 
and his efforts in a large measure 
contributed to the increase in the 
number ot undergraduates from 
1,500 to 4,500. 

In brief, all of th• players en­
trusted to the care of L. I. U. 
were openly exploited in behalf of 
Mr. Bee and the university. He 
handed out athletic scholarships at 
will. He admitted advancing $75 
to $80 to Sherman White as a 
loan. He admitted paying Gard'• 
tuition at the Brooklyn Academy. 
He stated that when the boys 
were couted and recruited they 
were told about the advantages 
of playing in the Garden. 

To quote his assistant, "It you 
come to L. I. U. you will play at 
Madison Square Garden and that 
ts the big thing." 

The naivete, the equivocation 
and the denials of the eoachea 
and their usistants concerning 
the~r knowledge of gambling, re­
crmting and subsidizing would be 
comical were they not o despica­
ble. 

To the credit ot the Board of 
Higher Education and the presi­
dents of the four municipal col­
leges, it should be noted that 
they promptly admitted their cul­
pa.bility in succumbing to com­
mercialized basketball, have since 
changed the policy of the col­
leges, have taken the game back 
to the campus, abandoned 
professionalized basketball and 
adopted a. policy of athletics for 
all rather than sports tor tbs 
uw. 

My fnve tigation further dis­
closes that the corruption of bas­
ketball players is not local by any 
mean. 

1. At 1:anhattan College, t o 
of its varsity men pleaded guilty 
and are awaiting sentence. 

2. At Bradley University, three 
of its stars are still awaiting sen­
tence before me. Their reports 
are not complete but the indica­
tions are that conditions at Peo­
ria leave much to be desired. 

3. At Toledo University, two 
players admitted fixing games in 
Toledo, but Ohio has no bribery 
statute. 

4. At Kentucky niver ity, 
three of its 1950 champions have 
ju t b en indicted. 

or are the e vices related ole­
ly to ba ketball. Analysis will 
show that football first became 
infected with this contagious dis­
ease and th n transmitted it to 
basketba11. It seems to folio ~ a 
nation-wide pattern. 
Mlchig-an Fa ult Complaint Cit:A>d 

At the University of Michigan 
r cently, 100 members of the lit­
erary college faculty charged that 

double standard was used in 
crediting athlet s and non-ath­
letes for extracurricular activities. 

At William and Mary there is 
he shocking situation of the al­

teration of a preparatory chool 
transcript to admit an athlete. 
With les than 1,000 undergradu­
ates, William and Mary had & 
ixty~man football squad, co ting 

in the neighborhood of $100,000 
a year. 

At Chicago la t week the Coun­
cil of the Amerfcan A ociation 
of Professor!, which represent• 
42,000 instructor at 896 colleges, 
condemn d,the payment of mon y 
or the g1anting of its equival nt 

way Department and other state 
agencies. 

At Denver, the Colorado State 
Industrial Commission ruled that 
Ernest Nemeth, a former Univer­
sity of Denver football player, 
bad been hired to pla.y football 
and was entitled to disability pay 
for hi1 gridiron injury. 

At the University of Pennsyl­
vania football showed a profit 
last year ot $461,000. 

At Kentucky last year the foot­
ball team played to 407,000 paid 
admissions, with an average of 
$3, for a grc s of over 1,200,000. 

There is the case of Joe Terrazi, 
from Waltham, Mass., who said 
he was approached by every 
school in tl,e Ivy League, Boston 
University, Michigan, Boston Col­
lege, Annapolis, West Point and 
others. One of the colleges of­
fered hia father a job. H said 
he took a six-week Cl"am course 
at West Point, but failed. 

Eddie Bickford, from Little 
Rock, aaid he was approached by 
twenty or twenty-five schools, in­
cluding representatives on behalf 
o! Annapolis and West Point. 

The son of one of the clerks of 
my court, now on the Princeton 
varsity team, five months before 
graduating from high school re­
ceived no less than fifteen offeu 
from various colleges, ranging 
from tuition alone to tuition and 
emoluments valued at approxi­
tnately $2,700 per year. 

The annual N. C. . A. report 
11how many, many more cases of 
flagrant recruiting, proselyting 
and subsidizing. 

Calls Expose Only the tart 
The exposure before me is only 

the lifting or the curtain for a 
small glimpse of intercollegiate 
football and basketball, fired by 
commercialism and determina­
tion to win at all costs. I find 
that it has come to pass that col­
lege fame depends less and Jess 
on education as a center o{ learn­
ing and more and more on the 
prominence of its football or bas­
ketball tea s. 

course there aM still hun-
dre of e ent c lleaes and 
univ sitie gains ho-e ath-
letic ct· t s ther& can, be no 
reflec • n d who e baches 
stri y' adh re to the mateur 
C 

But the conclusions to be drawn 
here are that by and large: 

1. Commercialism and over-em­
phasis in intercollegiate football 
and basketball are rampant 
throughout the country. 

(a) It has become big bu iness. 
Large moneys are involved. 

(b) It has become necessary to 
maintain a huge financial struc­
ture of sport. 

2. Intercollegiate football and 
asketball are no longer the sport 

ot amateur ; 
(a) Atblete1 are bought and 

paid for; 
(b) Scouting, recruiting and 

pro elyting in violation of ama­
teur rules ia almost uni ersal. 
The average undergraduat~ stu­
dent with athletic ability ha not 
the r est chance of making 
th m. 

en­
ding 
iven 

g and in 
tenure de-

d are vad­
d to trick­

d tor ery 

to ~vercome entranc. require­
ments. 

The responsibil for the 
• scandal m 1hared 
nly by the d fixer• 
e corrupt , but also 

nistrations, 
co roupa who 
pa I ystem of 
co ver-empha.-
sis.;..· ,.u+lill~t, 

6. 
ph 
tou 
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and 

(b 
ing, 
sub 

( 
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fostered bookmakinr 
wide gambling; 

uces "illegal" scout.­
ng, proselyting and 
ot athlet : 
pts the athlete, the 

,eell ei!:-1 offlclal and the 

standard• t,f 
lity of t ge; and 

) it de tro confide.nae 
the public. 

The answer is not a re-examina­
tion of morals or of values or of 
standards. These are fixed quan­
tities. 

No one advocates the abolition 
of intercollegiate sports. 

Intercollegiate sports properly 
conducted on an amateur basis 
are a boon to the physical and 
moral well-being of the student. 

The time has passed for the ap­
pointment ot committees, or com­
missions, or reports. 

The devastating racket ha.a 
been exposed. The time bas come 
to act-to eliminate commercial­
ism and overemphasis and the 
evils that it breed . 

To that end, I recommend the 
following: 

1. That the pre ident and fac­
ulty of every college and univer­
sity engaging in intercollegiats 
ports assume direct control and 

re ponsibility tor its athletic ao­
tivi ties, eliminating all outside 
influences direct or indirect. 

2. Reorganize and revitalize the 
. C. A. A. and the various col­

lege athletic conferences, ao u 
to provide for: 

(a) A true amateur code; 
(b) A committee on grievanc s, 

expulsion and suspension, which 
shall be entirely independent of 
the colleges or of any of its offi• 
cials or employes; and with pow­
er to impo e anctions. 

(c) A sufficient force to police 
and investigate the athl tic ac­
tivities of any of its members; 

(d) Ample financial provision 
to carry out the letter and spirit 
of thi true amateur code. 

This should be a final warning 
to the violators that should they 
fail to clean e their own house 
the time i not far distant whe~ 
the Congress and the state legis-
1 tures will take notice ot their 
big busine s and their culpa­
bility. 

ow, I come to the more un­
pleasant duty of s ntencing the 
individual d fendant . 

What I have just said about the 
culpability of th colleges, the 
coaches and the alumni is not to 
be implied a any ju tification 
for the conduct of the fl era or 
the respon ibility of the players. 
The fart that the tudents ere 
tempted doe not excuse th fr be­
trayal of their honor, their col­
leagu , th ir college and the 
public. Envfronmen and the o­
cial tern prevailing ar • ele­
ments to be con idered but never 
a justification for crime. 

t where the primary fle~===========================~ 



e of the Depart i.. .•• 

moral onette Theatre, wl 
ne, t Monday aft 

"The recent revelations of low Betsy Head Recr 
,standards in high places, of out- Hopkinson and D 
right corruption in public office, of Brooklyn. Therea 
wide pread organization of gam- peteers will play 
bling and crime, of basketball and formances until M 
football scandals and of honor co~e ground buildings, 
violations, should surely be s1:1ff1- tals, churches and 
cient to .,arouse the American es throughout the f 
people and to shock e~uc~tional "We never la.ck 
leaders into a re-examination of Ascanio Spolidoro, 
their goals and methods," Dr. Car- theatre, boasted 

/ 
michael commented. dress researsal of t 

"In a country which numbers tion. "Last year, 
only 7 per cent of the population 130 000 children. I 
of the world, but which has more do that thi year, o 
young men and women in college son. If we had a 
than all the rest ~f the world com- theatre, we, for ou 
bined, the educational system can could fill it all the 
.gcarcely escape a share of the re-
sponsibility for the conditions re- Rehearsal in 
vealed. These are but symptoms of The rehearsal w 
a. collapse of moral and spiritual puppeteers' worksh 
values which should stir to action Cottage, on West 

\
parents of children, leaders in pub- Park opposite Wes 
lie e:ffairs, schools, colleges and Street, for a few 
churches." dren from near-b 

As a result; Dr. Carmichael said, This picturesque h 
students have been taught to with- logs was purchase 
hold judgments "until all the facts from the Philadelp 
are in." Rarely is all the evidence of 1876, but was n 
at hand, he said, adding decisions to the puppeteers 
must be made and action taken ago. 
before complete knowledge can be Now it is cramm 
acquired. The foundation leader nettes and boxes of 
held that the effective citizen can- limbs and prop 
not be a spectator. declaring that closets are jammed 
social scien_tists, who are in a po~i- brightly colored c 
tion to point out weaknesses m tumes. Lockers a 
society and the means of reme~y- paint, glue and pl 
• g them, should help faculties stacked with fiber 
frame a system of . moral and paper, plywood and 
ethical values to be given as part The staff of ten y 
of an education. women prepare in 

Joint Hearing Held Likely virtually everythin 
. . with the theatre. T 

The h~armg on the City College script, speak the par 
echolasbc r~cords, it app~3:red ulate the marionette 
yesterday, will be conducted Jo~t- all the puppets, c 
ly by. the college and a special props, design and b 
committee of the Board of Educa- The have construct 
tion. On vyednesday, H,oward _c. witli its elaborate sy 

amnan of the' special ored lights and bewild 
s-




