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THE IMPORT.lNCE OF KI FAUTLY 

December 9, 1951 

In speaking to you last Sllnday on •The Importance of V,-selfft, you may re­

call that I eaid that no man is an island unto himself, that a man is born to a fam-
when . 

ily, and grows up in a comnrunity. J.nd/man was first craated, according to our sac-

red tradition, it is said that the It>rd declared, •It is net good that~ man fhould 

be alone. I will make him a help-mate.• A man does not fulfill himself in total 

isolation. A man needs a help-mate to complete hiJnJ eomeone so close to him in de­

votion and in identification that it will seem as if she were, to use the Biblical 

phrase again, •bone ot his bones and flesh of his flesh•; and to whom he will be in 

such sl ngle-minded aftini ty that he "Will leave his father and his mother•, again 

using the Biblical phrase, •and shall cleave to his wife and they shall be one flesh•. 

The family is the biologic unit of society. But it is more than that. The 

family is the little world, the microcoan where the individual mm, wanan and child 

can find statue and importance, which in the great world outside, the great world 

which the7 ca, not master or control or inf'luence to &fG' degree, canot give them. .l 

home and a tanily are small enough to give the individual in it spiritual security, 

as well as a sense ot importance and dignity which are so vital to development ot 

personality, so vital to every human bei~. It a man does not reel important, he 

iS complete~ defeated. 

It is no •~nder then that all those systems ot thought and all those govern­

ments which seek to subordinate the individual to the authoritarian sta~ or to the 

class which Yi.sh to abolish private propery and individual human treedoli - all ot 

them attack and denounce the !anily institution. The philosopher Pl.a~, who advo­

ca ted a communist society which was to be ruled b7 philosopher kings, advocated also 

comunity of wives and the rearing or children by the state, the abolition of the 

ram1:q. 
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The Communist Manifesto 1 which was issued a little over a hundred years ago 

by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, and which has become the classic pronouncement 

or revolutionary communism, speake with contempt or the famil.J'. 

On what foundation is the present family, the bourgeois 
family, based? on capital, on private gain. In its 
completely developed form this family exists only among 
the bourgeoisie. The bourgeois family will vanish as 
a matter of course when its complement vanishes, am 
both will nnish with the vanisi ing or capital. 

lhe bourgeois clap-trap about the family and education, 
about the hallowed co-relation of parent and child, 
becomes all the more disgusting, the more, by the ae>­
tion of )lodern Industry, all family ties among the pro­
letarians are tom asunder, and their children trans­
formed into simple articles or comaerce and instruments 
of labor, etc. 

When the Bolshevik! came into power in the Soviet Union, they tried at first 

to foll.ow this doctrine, to put it into practice, but life forced them to retreat. 

It was leading to unspeakable chaos and social corruption, and it was resisted by 

aen and women themselves, and so the government abandoned it - in fact, bas a. nee 

developed many 1m to strengthen the family ties• It is clear then that the hard 

core of individualit;r, of individual human rights and freedom, and therefore, the 

strongest def'ense ot the tree societ7 is the sound, economicallJ' secure and 110rally 

undergirded family unit. "JCY home is 111' castle.• Dictators will never accept this 

doctrine, never tolerate it, any more than they can tolerate •D7 free human organi­

zations, free social units. 

Now, the disintegration of the family in aodern society is, therefore, the 

weakening of the dykes against the onnaep of totalitarian philosophies, against 

co1111IUJ1ist and fascist control of the lives of aen. ~ily cohesion is a prerequi­

site of deaocrao;r. People very seldom think ot it in that WBT• The family, too, 

is the carrier of social traditionsJ the culture of a people is nurtured and trane­

mi tted by the family. It is in the f'amily tbat the children are trained, or should 

be trained in the obligations ot eooial living, in tbe prerogatiTes and in the 



disciplines of oiti1enship. And a mark of the weaning of our faml- structure is 

the ease and the readiness with which parente today disencumber themselves of the 

responsibility- of being the J10ral guides and teachers of their children, and attemit, 

to unload these responsibilities upon the school, upon the church, upon the oollllD\ln-

i ty-• How, this is unconscious communist procedure• JUst as the home has ceased to 

be t be center of material production and the earning of a livelihood, &8 it was in 

the days before the industrial revolution, and in its place bas come the factory- an:l 

the plant and the office, removed from the home - so the home unfortunately is cww 

iq ceasing to function as the center of spiritual production, the ■oulding of char­

acter, and the cultivation of moral habits. But whereas individual production in-. 

home can be profitably replaced by mass production in a factory-, there can be no 

mass production of character, no assembly line for the manufacture of personality-. 

It must be done, character-building, personalit7 developnent, aoral training, must 

be done in the intimate, close, iilmediate and unfailing circle of family lif'e • The 

loving heart must speak the loving heart. One affectionate and sympathetic spirit, 

earnest with the solicitude of love, must enld.ndle another. The subt~ pervading 

example must be there at all times. ":UOuth to aouth do I speak with him, manifestly 

and not in dark speeches, and he beholds the image of Qod.• This is bow truth, how 

revelation, is transmitted tran God to the prophet lloses, trom parent to child .. 

direct, immediate, constant. 

"And thou shalt teach them diligently unto tey children. And thou shalt 

speak of them when thou si ttest in the house, when thou walkest b)r the w,q, when 

thou llest down and when thou risest up,• we a re admnished• But what is it that 

"thou shalt teach unto thy children•? lfto", the coaandments ot lite, the ordinances 

of a social being, the duties and responsibilities ot a human being in soci..-, that 

•thou shalt teach diligent~ unto thy children•• "Thou sbal t teach p It is not 

enough to give our children an education in a sch:>ol or in a college or in a religious 



• 

• 

-4-

school a few hours a week. It is a day-by-day ministry in the home, to instruct, 

to guide, to correct, to train - always in love, but always w:i. th earnestness and 

firmness. 

"Hearken, ~ son, unto the instruction of th;y rather, and do not forsake 

the teaching o! thy' aotber, 11 we read in the Book of Proverbs. There is talk here 

o.f' instruction of the father and of the teaching of the mother. We have lost, I 

am afraid, the conception of the home as a school, a school for character. Fro• 

time to time, men and women come to me, as I am sure they come to all ministers and 

rabbis, to share with me the burden of their hearts. Their children have gotten 

themselves into some great trouble. They have been dismissed trom school tor· some 

moral delinquenc;r; they have been caught in the toils of the law for one ld.sdeed or 

another; they are breaking up their holle in the divorce court; their children are 

neglecting them shametull.y in their old age. I listen to tha. It is very seldom 

that one can rea~ help them, and I suppose in coming to a minister the chief pur­

p0se is rea~ to unburden themselves and ,ase t he crushing burden o.f' their lives. 

They are .frequently veey bitter, unhappy. They blame this one or that one, bad com­

panions, other people, the world, the age in which we live - they blame everyone, but 

I am afraid, not themselves • . 

But in maey instances - not in all, of course - not in all, by any means -

but in many instances, it is a case of "118a culpa" - mine is the tault. They neg­

lected the ■oral education o.f' their children in their youthJ they were too busyJ 

they were too preoccupied in business or in pleasures; they left that responsibill1F 

to others, the rearing ot their children - to a maid at home, to the school, to the 

church - they were never teachers or their children, never instructors tor their 

children• They bad not prepared themsel'fts for that role. Frequently, they- in­

dulged them or over-Indulged them, and I • afraid, due onq to the tact that they 

wanted to indulge themselves. It was an easy-going way ot self-indulgence, that ot 

never saying •no• to their children. They made it easier tor themselves. ~ ot 
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the■ are actually terrorized by their children. The poet Longfellow has somewhere 

a poem about "The Children•s Hour"• Our age is "The Children•s Age•• :Uany come to 

understand rather late1 I am afraid, the tyranny ot children, if uncurbed. Children 

can be without pity in their selfishness and 1d thout gratitude. 

"He who withholds correction ot his children is the moral enemy or his chil­

dren." Now, correction doesn•t mean severity and correction doesn•t mean hardness 

or spirit at all• What; we re talking a bout is not severl ty, certainly not indul­

gence, but correction through love and in justice. And what children need most, 

of course, is not a critic, as someone truly said, but a mollal. You cannot teach a 

child the way that he should go if you go another way yourself• 

And it is the kind or instruction that we give our ch1:ldren which ultimately 

in most instances, though or course not in all, determines whether the children will 

be the greatest joy or our lives or the greatest torment. Someone once asked my 

blessed rather, a scholar in Jerusalem, the real meaning or the rabbinic phrase, 

which is rather difficult to understand, •A son is the knee or his rather.• Tbat•s 

a rather s trange saying, instead of saying the son is ~ heart of his father, the 

eyes - the son is the km e of the rather. And 1117 father, blessed be his J1E11oey, 

said, 11The knee is the only limb of a man which can make a man tall or make him ftr7 

small." It is our children which make us tall or wi ich make us -.ery analle 

•Her children rise up am call her blessed,• we read in that perfectly beau­

tiful 21st chapter of the Book ot ProTerbs. ~ do her children rise up and call 

her blessed? Because she is worthi],y and honorab],T employed in doing the work or 

her world. •she worketh willingly with her hands, and she looketh well to the ,rays 

of' her household and eateth not the bread or idleness. She st+nlak)N stretcbeth out 

her hand to the poor. strength and dignit7 are hers. • • She openeth her mouth 

with wisdom and the law ot kindness is on her lips•" NO wonder her children rise up 

and call her blessed. She has given them a blessed example, the inspiration or a 
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gracious modelj a reliable and trustwortey oompass to guide thell through all the 

vicissitudes, allthe stol'lls ot life. 

The family is important, no because it stems trom important ancestors. I am 

not speaking here or family pride. Someone truly said, "The un who has not a07-

thing else to boast of but bis illustrious ancesotrs is like a potato - the only 

good l9elonging to him is underground.• Ancestry is important if it challenges one 

to emulate the example or wort~ ancestors, to do like unto the-. To come fran 

good stock physically am spiritually is a great asset. Fami~ background and tan-

1iy tradition are important, not because of the dead, but because the living seeke 

to emulate the example ot the ancestors, follow in their footsteps, live by their 

light. 
and 

It is said in our tradition that on the 15th or A.b,/on Yom Kippur, the Day 

of Atonement, after the High Priest had completed his act or atonement and the day 

was then turned over to joy and celebration in ancient Palestine - on these two days, 

the 15th or Ab and on Yom Kippur, the daughters or Jerusalem used to walk out in 

white garments which they borrowed in order not to put to shame a1yone lho had none, 

and they came out and danced in the T.i.neyards, and excla1Jl:ing all the time while 

they were dancing, •Young man, 11.tt up thine eyes and see what thou choosest tor 

thyself. Do not set thine e;res on beauty-, but set thine eyes on good family-.• well, 

I wouldn't go so far, but certainly good family is very important. 

In "Iphigenia aut Tauris• the great German poet, Goethe, said, "Happy is 

the man who thinks ot his ancestors with pride, who likes to tell of their deed• and 

greatness and rejoices to f'eel him~lt linked to the end of their goodly' chain. 

That, I think, is the proper way to look upon family'. But let•s not brag too auc• 

0 t our families, tor it makes tor snobbery-, and i.f you go back far enough in any 

family, ;you will find there are plenty- or fools and knaves and J«ewk11+1c• black­

guards and horse thieves. 
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1 f'amily gros in social importance and grows in importance to those who 11-ve 

1n it. When it practices the virtues of good, cooperative life, when it prepares 

its youth for responsible citizenship in a 1.'ree society, when it becomes a place ot 

refuge and retreshment f'or the tired hearts of' men and women, when it is, asthe 

rabbis put it, •a lligdaeh me-at• - a little sanctuary dedicated to the living God . 

Nor., our teacher s ga'1"e us some very sound advice on how to build such a 

family and such a home, and I believe that all modern psychology and all the psycho­

analytical erudition and researches of our da7 have added very little to their 

vast wisdom. our sages advocated early marriage, and they urged that children 

should be assi•ted by their parents financially to make possibly early marriage• 

They advocated marriage for love, and not for money. "He who marries a woman f'or 

moaay, they will have children of whom they will not be proud." For naturally, the 

example set in the home is such as will not cx,ntribute to the spiritual develop­

•nt into excellence of their o:ff'spring. 

A. man should marry into a good family• 1 man should sell all that he has, 

say the rabbis, in order to enable his son or his daughter to marry into a .taail.7 

where there are traditions or social service, of responsibility to the community. 

:Uen and women should marey within the same age level. nA,n old JDan who marrieal a 

young woman," say the rabbis, •the Lord will not forgive him•" llhat is equally 

important is that he probably will never forgive himsel.t. 

And in ma?Tiage, above all else, there should be honor, mutual honor, mutual 

reverence. Marriage is a sacrament, as God enjoins man and woman. Always should a 

man be very careful about the honbr or his wife, said the rabbis, f'or no blessing 

comes into the home of' the man except through and because of his wife. He who 

loves his wife as himself' and honors her more than himself and trains his aone and 

his daughters in the way that they should go and he marries them close to their 

marriagable age, concerning hill the Bible aqs, "Thou shalt know that tey tent will 

be in peace•• 
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)(en and women must exercise all the gifts of their hearts and their minds to 

keep their home together, functioning properly, to adjust all their difficulties, 

to solve all their differences, and every home has its dif'f'erences and its diffi­

culties - tor all human relationships are, in the last analysis, a question of mu­

tual adjustment. To adjust these difficulties and to solve these differences in 

great heartedness and humility-, so as not to disrupt what God has joined together. 

Divorce is an evil. It is permitted by Jewish law, bit it is big~ deprecated. 

•He who divorces his wife," say the rabbis, •even the altar in the Temple sheds 

tears over him.• 

A democratic home - Ip)ke of the family' as a bulwark of' a democratic soci­

et7 - but the family itself must be the example in practice of' the democratic wa7 

or lite. No dictatorship in the home, either of husband or of wife or ot child. No 

exploitation of one for the sake of the other. sacrifice is not exploitation. Nor 

need there be needless sacrifices. Each member of the home is important, and each 

1 if e is as intrinsically as important as the other. pa.rents frequently' make fool­

ish sacrifices for their children. No selfishness in the home - no favoritism in 

the home. Democracy - give and take - mutul. responsibility - mutual helpfulness -

prompted by a sense of love, not calculated give and take. Reverence, love - -chil­

dren more than aiyone else 11Ust be taught this principle of what is involved in a 

de110cratic life in the home. 

The Ten Commandments sets aside one camnandment directed not so much to the 

father or to the mother, but to the children. "Honor tey father and thy' mother•• 

That is the most :important as it is the most difficult. 

Comaadeship and cooperation - ttha:. is what preserves the f•iq - that is 

what makes the family important. Comradeship and cooperation. The Jewish people 

prided itself through its long history upon the high qualit1, the spiritual nature 

ot its fandly lire. It served as the example to the world. .And others not ot our 



faith would point with a certain degree of envy to the Jewish home and to Jewish 

family lite, its cleanness, it character of fine dignity. Thank Godmuch or that 

tradition still prevails in our midst, but I am afraid some of it is beginning to 

give way to the influences around us. 

We are falling in line with the process of disintegration which one sees 

everywhere and which is reflected so tragically in the appalling record of divorces 

1n our courts. It will be a sad day for the Jewish fanily and the preservation of' 

the Jewish people if that process continues unchecked. And the way to check that 

process is to do exact:cy- what our rabbis have counseled us to do, to become, we 

father and mothers, to become again what we should be - instructors, teachers in 

our homes, to prepare ourselves f'or that role, not to be intimidated or terrorized 

away from our responsibilities, not to be persuaded by children wh:> sat, "Well, 

everybody's doing it, and therefore, I should be doing it.• We are cruel to thea, 

faithless to our duty when we disencUDlber ourselves of the responsibility ot being 

teachers of the moral life in our home. We must learn to say no J we must learn to 

1nsist upon the yes. In the long run this will be a blessing a to our children, 

and our children will rise up and call us blessed. 

The family is very illlportant in society today I tar more important than the 

community, tar more important than government, tar more important than the state. 

The ultimate source and reservoir of' your happiness, of your peace of mind, ot your 

self-respect, ot your dignity as a human beirg, is in your home. 
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