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• • TAKING ST06K OF 1951 

December 30, 1951 

By Dr. a )b Hillel s·1ver of The Tem~le 

The year 1951 will be remembered, not for any im ort~nt historic events . hich 

tr nspired in it, but as a stage in the unfoldment of certain import~nt historic 

processes. It is not for ny momentous, vorld-shaping , specific occurrences , but 

as part of a significant trend trut this ye r ·11 be recalled, if it is recalled 

at all. 

The year 1951 did not inaugur~te the cold ar. It continued it. It did not 

launch the Korean ar; it dragged it out. It id not initiate the political and 

military containment polic ag, inst the Soviet Union; it extended it. It did not 

originate a disarmament proposal for the naticns of the ~orld; it produced another 

brace of such proposals as part of hat a pears to be an impressive rologue to 

. a{¼-,~ . 
futility. It did not begin the li1uidati r n of. Euro~e n coloni ·x It.in and imper-

ialism in Asia nd Africa; it acceler ted it dra tically. It also brought , I be

lieve, increasing and reluctant enlightenment to~in our country, that Communism 

cannot be stopped by arms alone , and tm t ar ,; ith the Communist orld is not inev

itable. Th3 ye r 1951 also ·tnessed a elcome c ntinuati~n of the ~re· t debate 

,at b ne among ur citizens concerning our b sic foreign polic , ur strategy of de

fence, and the role ,hich America is to play in the society of nati ns and in shaping 

the future of the •• orld. 

The ar ln Jorea is drawing to a close ,ith the closing of the year 1951. Ar

mistice negotiati ,.. ns hs.ve no;1 be .:n going on , off and on, for IGi six months. It ap

pears likely tlu.t they \ ·11 soon be cons~ted in an armistice agreement , follo-ing 
J. 

:1hich the long drann-out f eace negotiatL.ns will presuma ly begin . The Americ n 

people and the . orld 3.t large .':"ill wel ome the end of hostilities i h a si h of 

r elief. It has never been a p ~ul~r war . Ith.ls cer inl not been a victorious 
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war. It is ending in a bleak stale-mate. e come out of it, I am afr id, ith 

our authority and prestige not enhanced any here in the ;;orld - cert inl-, not in 

AsL~. At best, e shall h~ve achieved truce, hich we c ~ ld have had many months 

ago, arrl spared ourselves tef of thousands of casualties, if at the instigation 

our military leaders we had not tried for a knock-out victor. Our first military 

encounter, ·th Communist foes on the battlefield ';S:; not what e lud expected; nor 

was the response of the free orld to our intervention i n Korea · rrl t heir offers of 

cooperation as affirmative and enthusiastic as .~e had been led to believe, nor did 

s e had hoped. 

Our action in Korea was precipitate; neither Congress nor the United Na j ·0ns 
~ 

as consulted. Our prepara ti0n:s for such mili ary interventi n ... as :it 1 • t x in
/\ 

f 

ade~uate~ our military intelligence proved fault~ ur evaluation of tre conse1uences 

of our action as far as China' as concerned as rossly err neous, and our military 

leadershi committed blunders of such magnitude tra.t even the valor and fighting 

stamina of our fine soldiers c0uld not overcome them. rat as fatuously CC'nceived 

fas a small-scale police acti cn turned out to be a full-scale ar ~hich cost our 

people over 100,000 casualties and tens of billions of dollars. •e shall rave to 

11rite off the Korean affair, I am afraid, 4S a cos ly blunder, the result of bad 

diplomacy, over-c nfidence, arrl indefensible ielding to domestic political pressures. 

Just a year ago, i hen I reviewed the events of the ye r 1950, I sai: 
~~\T 

"I believe tha.t the events of 1950 brought to _. Aneric'.3.ns a few sobering les-

sons ihich will prove mot salutar; in the re-vamping of our foreign plier hich i 

no·, in judgment, lon6 overdue. Ame ic ns rave le rned t t their gover ent 

must not proclaim global ~olicies like the Tr n Doctrine in order to meet some local 

situation, as w· s the case in Greece. e ust not e c· n-

n t rr, e goo. Our choice does not lie betieen isol tionisj on he one hand, ~nd 
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global meddling on the other . This is a fictitious choice of alternatives . There . 
is a golden me J somewhere~et·. een 1• hich we must find. le sim ly h:1ve not sufficient 

~ ,. 
military power and financial resources , and never can have , to police the ,vhole 'orld . 

~ 
Nor should we rely so much upon the pmver of /\dollar, to win friends and influence 

people . Dollars rave their decided limitati 0 ns , even in internatirnal relations. 

We c·nnot arm allies in the hope of having them fight on ur side when the time comes 

if their o:m self-interest dictates otherwise . re should support only those peo les 

ho do not need to be coaxed arrl bedevilled into rearming , nho are themselves prepared 

to pay part of the price of their rearmir g, and hho c· n be counted upon at the cri ti

cal moment not to go Vichy.-,, , e have learned , too , I believe th9.t we s ould not 

act first , as we did in Korea , ~nd then get the approval of the un · ted Nations . <::A' 

We should act as a member , w, a loyal member , an important member , to be sure , of 

the United Natlons , but~nly as ~ member . tle should channel the maximum of our con

tribution through the United Nati ns and wait upon the directives of the United 

Nations before we act in a military way. And we must not. spurn opportunities for 
unoompromising 

conference with the Soviet Union, however/ lfflFTOttd pcg-rthe may ppear. It is bet-

ter to have ten interna.ticnal coni'erences fail than to have ten thousand American 

boys perish in the i ce an:l s nows of Korea. 

"We must be alert , but calm and resolute . Vie, should rm oµrselv;es fulli . ;._Je , 
- stronger by far than the Soviei. 

should be strong . I believe that we are strong/end n..;.r :wiiJ • ~e can afford to be 

patient . fle must learn to be wise , not emotional , not dissheveled in qur thinking 

and sporadic in our actions . lie must not be misled by slogans or swept off balance 

by shrewd pr opaganda hich does not always emanate from the left . If we apply these 

lessons , these sobering lessons, we may come through the dangerous hour 1vhich is 

upon us unscathed - we airl the world with us . A world war is not inevitable . War 

can be averted. Alone , of ccurse , we cannot avert it, but let us make sure that 

we do our utmost , our full pa.rt , to avert it . " 
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The Cold ar continued through 1951 unabated. Both the East and v est intensi

fied their competitive propaganda. e ays and ne tecbni·_ues ere evolved to be

smirch one anotherjl,&IIIA~ and}lacken one another's character, acti s, and motives. 

The United Nations, -bich was to serve as a forum ~or the open and responsible dis-

cussion of international problems and disputes and as a lace for rec(,?l@ilif,aticn and 

arbitrcJ.r11ent, or to use the ords of the Ch rter cf the United at·crs, "to e the 
C.8'\.\V&t.-fiA. ~ft 

center fer armonizing the actions of nations", has been a loud, noisy soundi g bo rd 
I\ 

for the mo.st uncridled recriminaticr:s, mutual abuse, and ir.vectives on the part of 

tree spokes en and leade s of natiC'r s. The orld :tas never ·itnessed uch a shocking 

spectacle, such a degradaticn of tcne, temper arrl civility in y assembl of st tes

men and accredited re resentatives of naticns. 

It is doubtful whether anyone is converted by such violent, hl&tant, and trans

parent propaganda, but it certaird does not c ntribu e to any sericus negot:.at· cr:s 

or improve the pros ect cf a rapprochement etween natjons. Rus sia began these un

arranted and un orthy tactics in the precincts of the United Nat· .s . Other natio s 

ve • been follo·ing sit. Cleary there must t ake rlace a disaraarrent it 'n the 

council ch ersof the United ati ns, • n end +o provocative verbal offensives ar:rl 

counter-offensives :'!.¥,ttempts c ~~e United Nati ns wtft. ,A;. t e battle 

area of J.)8.rtisan propaganda, before any ser·ous discus~icn f .cr ld sisarillb.Ment or 

the adjustment of sericus difference can take lace. 

The mrld ie getting tired cf the Colct war. The Russi~-ns are not getti g any-

•rhe e ith it. Hor are v e. e and the are armir-g to the teeth. ,e o not kno 

Ru ~ia's military budget. It must e enormous. e do kno, ours - a.nd t hat of our 

allies. To date 1 2 0 billions have been voted by Congress. notoor 40 to 50 billions 
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·111 probably be voted by Congre hen t rec nvenee next • ntb. T es• are etag

g ing figure "· ich re r en ected in ,ur~ in ur pir 111n inflation. 

Our allies have been fret • ing restive un~er t load ot ir 1 ere eed 

cost of araaa•t t m et t heir co itaent s under t he or t h At lant ic Trea )' rran e-

r 

■ents. Their uti ·1.ted expen1iturea _or &l'll&llent a t or t re next t,l-ree ·~e ra ia 66 

billion. It is aevo ely a f fecti n t r. eir s t nd~rd ot livin0 nd t . ir aocial aet-
- .t... 

vices. They r.ave never een iapres ed. 1th t he illlainenc• ot Soviet a gressi on aa 

• "Ve been, d a cruaa • g inst Co•unic:a nd tor t he U era t 1 n of Counmist

do■in · ted countries h s m de very little 8P. • ~l to tr.ea. T even resent , t t hey 
\, '1 

helleve t o be America•• a ~re sive leaders r. pin t h se directir n, an:i soae ot tha 

are unh:!ppy about the gro•·•in depeDience 0£ t heir countries u on t ½_e leade ship • nd 

up n the ailltary nd econclllic aid hich oes wi t it. 

Leaders ot org nized American lab r ho ' r turned troa Euro~ : ve 

upressed t heir dis ppointment t , the .apat eti t i t \¥1.e of European labor t o rd 

the fi ght against Couun.1 •• "Europeans, "they st t ed~ a r e nott on t ·• issue ot c~ 
' aunlsa. You a re given t f'aeling ~h t only Ame '""icans are c"nc rned bout c,...,n1•••" 

~ 11<>ra iute ested in the iaproveaent or tl.eir ec ncaic lite than in tight-

ening t heir belt s still further t o bu· l d u. a aili r1 t ' 11 lllent to tigh eia. 
want to 

Th..,y an ·ncr se tr de 1th Russia nd the res of t he ,vorld if it ill improve 
did 

their econoaic ositio • The shall PhD .:..i d Ma h l -, c~rt· ·n secti,.. na or the 
did 

popul tion in cer t in c untri , but 1 t a eaingly • not per col. t . o n to 

aasses ot t he eople. The c not :ant war. T ey do not nt ey incre ed m 
' co tly prep r tionsfor war. They re· not per uaded t .· t Russia want • r. Aa a re-

sult, it is eoollin0 incre i n 1y cle r tat ■o~ t ot t cost of t rearaa■ct ot 

lur pe .ill veto be Mt by t he Oaited Sta.tea - nd it ia t he United St tea Prin

cipally that ·ill hre to rebuild ■illtarily, tinaaoe and equip the ne nay ot 

Weatern Geraany hich U to be included in tba lur syst em 
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• 
Such a reconstituted Germ n ehrucht, in ay judgment , ould ea re1t r aen

ace to the peace of lurope d of t e ,orld t n the Soviet az:aies, especi lly atttr 

estern and Eastern G raany are reunited. 

building t~ Geraallj. Th s is ho 
A 

ecG1.uae ot our tear ot Ruaaia, we are re

Hitler succeeded in hood rYinki . the AJ -
~ 

lies, Di in paving t Le way for Geraany' aecon ssailt upon lur pe. 

to ~ 
le believe t • t we re building up x.a strength/\ to check a ressive COIIIIUlli ~•, £u:;t. 

~ are aiault neouQ:y t uilding up to strength a natior. hich t ice brought oa.lud.ty 
We re strengthening~ ·hlch 

up n the orl~ other reacti-·aary goTermaents JIIIC> are as hostile to ua a.Di the 

~m 1 rger in 0ur thinkin~ nd to 
things e stand for, as Soviet Rueeia. \ 

ill these t ctora re beginning, I believe, t~aodity t ov~r-1iaplified ~r-

eign policy or the ~niW 8 tes. We &.re beginning to tl k aore .. teras of f~ing 
- ~ I 

a "aodus rlveldi • - a way to live on tolerable tel"IIS with the Soviet .,orld th n <>t 

an inevitable how-do • aey 1n the United S 

liniater' Churchill's opinion t - t m danger 4 

I 

tea r l riJmin , to al:are Prime 
1! 

third .orld ar is not as gre t 

no a. it ~" s t the tie of the Berliil •air lift• crisia in 1948. The· are 
l ; 

nin to aak for s ~r10us dis . rmament t lk8 aaong the re t p j' era, ~or aeri ua cq~ 

l 

..-e-aaticn1 b t ·een the heads of those governaents to · ring a ut it onlJ' a piece,-

• 1 aettleaent ~~tating probl- ·t ich encerb~te t,eir rel ti nah.ipe,; au! 

for a ,alt in th~b!"'t"&g~ the • r drw. If this is a N 1 rend, ,nd it it 'c n-

tinuea uninterruptedly, then 1951 a iy .,et prare to be a good ye r indeed or ~ml. 

The ye r 1951 continued t proceaa of the li1uidati nor Western &uropean col-
onialism ~~ ,..., 

and illperi lisa in Asia and Africa. The ne nd dra.aatio inoidenta-'111, t his 
I\ 

relentless pr~u• ere the nationalizatl n t the Anglo-I~ 1~ OU Coapany in ~ran 

am the abrogation of the Aoglo-lgypti n Treaty ot 1956 . The British re coapel,1.ed 

t . 
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to aurremer their rich oil c ncession.sin Ir· n, n re 1n pressured hy popular 

riots and disturbs.noes in lg-J t to a. Di n t air ailit cy ase .t the Suez C nal. 

The sa.ae process i s c ntinu_ng in Ind -China, Buraa .d le a. Fr nee is tight,ing 

deeper tely to retain her hold on Indo-Chin at 0 re t cost in llif• .... nd ••:tl th, ad 

our country is supplyin thl French forces ·1th auch or t eir ailltar. a'lterial. 

The sians --e det mined to run their o, n continent. There is n ot in o- th: t e o:.n 
it_ ., 

do to ate f lbateTer else it is, and ,h teTer other fr-rces lay pa t in it, no or.. 

can deny t l:it essentially it is the irresistible gr und-swell or a re t liberating 

aov•ent. The lon. -subaerged, oppre~eed nd aiserable msse ot Asia are riein to 

deaand their patriaony, tbl breaking of shackle~, th openino- or doors of opr,cr1,un-

i t7, or treedoa and equality, of a better j• of 11 for tbeilselTea :iD1 their cl1il-,. 

dren. It is not 11 as simple as t t, • tit is 11 s prot ,UDi Di urgent !lid ir

resistible s that. 

Our count,ry can either et behind th.t resoluti n, ... -u1Je it into constructive 

cbumele aDi r cilit· t it, or it can tr to stop t t revolution se ina in it the 
Stalin, 

··ork ot Satan, the cunning aachinat i na or ffa I , therefore, thre t to the fr•• 

orld. Ir. . ou.ld be dis 1trous for ua, for Asia and tor ■a.nld.nd it e adr pt the .io■.t 

course 
latter J f 1. 

make enemies of 
e ill, ~ h0 lt of a u.nkind .• ho logic lly should ur triead ... • e 

ill .,ive Ruaeia lies 1n such nuaber a an:i ·1th auch re ourcea q ill • · e etr ti. 

ere test po·er on earth. 

The genius ot .&aer:l.ca is the gsllius~reedo■, ~ rights 

aen. It ~ America nd not &Is 1a ·hich proclai ed t ~ inalienable rights ct •n to 

lif , 11 erty a the pursuit ot happiness. It is Aaer ic ·i1.ch litted. hi h the 

torch of i:1.berty &nd~nd opportun:l.ty to the den:l.ed aid the dillJIOIIH sad of the 

~ earth. Our Ids 1 n la not OTer nd d ne 1th. Sball e tell t e auttering ad: 
A 

struggli •sses ot the e rth that t. y no longer Te a trien4 in u - butt at tor 
I 
I 



-8-

f!I .. 

salvation.J for sym~athy and understanding an for r~l a 0 ainst foreign domination 

and exploitation, gainst serfdom and landlordism and poverty, they must turn to the 

dictators in Moscow? or shall we offer them the help, the vision and the fellowship for 
which they hmger? 

In Point Four e lave given indicaticn of a new line - a more hopeful line, a 

truly American line in our foreign polic. ~e should concentrate on ths..t and develop 

it. It is not by er uipping armies to fight Communism in Asia t t e will save Asia 

from Communism, but by helping every progressive, constructive movement amon the 

peoples of Asia hich aim to rai e their staniard of living, eradicate illiteracy, 

improve health, aoo build up instituti ns of freedom and self-eovernment. 

The year 1951 as m9.de disturbir1g arrl unpleasant for Americans by disclosures 

of idespread crime and corruption, the collusion between organized crirre and govern

ment, bp numerous evidences of irregularities, fixings, graft and the peddling of in

fluence in the Internal Revenue Department nd in other departments of cur government, 

and by shocking scandals in amateur sports. e became aware of a serio6s moral slump 

among our people - of an evil trot was eating at the heart of American 1 ife. 

Surely there is room here for a serious soul-searching on the part of our people. 

Spiritual corruption, the breakdo7n of standards of honest government, thE.lltt RX 

loss of confidence on the part of our people in the integrity of the agencies of their 

government and its laws, and tmrefore, in democracy itself, are more to be fe red 

tmn Communism, which is really not a serious threat to our country~ e can only be . 
destroyed by moral corru tion from within . 11 the great ftpublicai oof. the past 

which perished were first corrupted from within, ; undermined by them oral laxity of 

their citizens. America is not on the brink of any moral collapse, ut trere is a 

real warning in hat has cone to 1 ight hich sh uld not be ignored. 

Our people in the past was never content to let corruption permanently prevail, 

once it was made sharply a are of hat as taldng place. Another major effort is 

clearly indicated, a spiritual revival to tidy up our moral lives, and to clean u~ 

our institutions. ie must learn to demand more of ourselves and to abide more faith-

fully by the moral cede which e procla • 
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s the year 1951 closes, one reads with sorrov, of outbreaks of bigotr and 

intolerance in one of the Southern states of our Union. Je ish houses of worship 

are dynamited. Bombing attempts are ma.de on a Catholic church. Negro housing pro

jects are bombed . A few days ago a Negro leader of his people was killed by a bomb 

that shattered his ho:r_e . It is not CJ.ear who is behind these outrages - whether an 

individual or a group - or hether it is the forerunner of a recrudescent Klan move

ment in the South. But hatever it is, it is a blot on the escutcheon of America. 

It puts weapons in the hams of our enemies abroad. It discredits us in tre eyes of 

the V1orld. It is a clear ,arning that we me much to do here at h me to put our o 

house in order. 
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TAllHG STo• or 1951 

December ro, 1961 

The 7e r 1951 ill ne r aeab red, n t for ny ia rt .nt historic eTenta hich 

t nspired in it, but s a t _e in the un.foldllent ot cert in illport ~nt historic 

processes. It 1 not for mo■entous, • orld- ha.ping, vpecitic occurrences, but 

as ,:--art ot 

at ll. 

i niticant treJXl t t t h~ s •1 e r ·111 e recalled, it 1 is r called. 

T ye r 1951 did not inaugura t e the cold r. It continued it. It did not 

1 unch the Koren ar; it dr ~edit out. It did not initi te t l-. politic ::..nd 

llilitary containaent polio • int ti. Bonet Uni n; it extended it. I . did not 

origin te dis raaaent propos 1 for t e na.ti ns of the world; it produced ott.r 

br ce of uch proposal.a ·a p· rt of • tappers to be an iapre:- iv• prolo ue to 

It di, not be ill the 11 uidatir n of W uro a..n col0Di~ 'lnd :Laper-

l 
f'utilit . 

tali in Aaia· and AfricaJ it acceler ted it i r aat c l.y. It al '1o brou.-{ht, I be-

~ lieve, increasing !1Dd reluctant enlight8Dlllent to ~}11" c~u try, that Co uiS11 
0 ~ W ___ , t ~~ ~ 11,cf,~ 

cannot ca stop.t'ed ~ raa a one• 7' t .. t _;_:- .1th the C •unist .,rld is not inev-

itable. The ye r 1951 also ·titnea ad elc me continua.ti n of t !.8 re t debate •••· 

=• ► •e, aaon a ur citizens concer ning ur baaic t reign olic , "ur str tegy of de

fence, nd t e role ,hich Aaerioa 1 to pl y in the society ot nati na and in haping 

the future of the • orld. 

The I in Jona is drarin to clos 1 h the closing of • 1• , )Ill.. lr

lliatioe negotiati -m ve no. be n o 1a on, ott and on, for• six aonthl. It ap

P• rs likely tm.t they , ill oon be con .. 1ted in n raistice n• nt, following 

• .ich the long dra n-out eace ne otiati n■ 111 preawaa ly gin. T.!e A■erican 

people Di the rld t rge ill e lcome t he end ot hoat111 ti • 1th a sigh of 

r eliet. It has n vcr been a opul r • r. It ha.1 cert inly not been a rlctorioua 
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war. It is endin in ble k st le-&:l .,e. • c-- • ut ot it, I aa arr id, .ith 

our uthorit;,y and prestige not enhanced .:...n, .e r e in the orld. - cert.: inly not in 

Asia. At be t, n shall h ve achieved a truce, • iich e C(11ld have had a :...ny aontha 

ago, · Di spared ourselves ten or t uarnds of casu ltias, i'l t he instigati not 

our ailitary le de!'/ •• d not tried tor a knock-out rlcto 

encounter •;1th CoJD11uniat foes on t he bat tle ield ~ not r· t e d exp ctecl; nor 

. Our tirat ailit.&17 

•• s t r e re_.ponse of the tree world to r-ur intervention i n lorea , rxi t .. eir orterl ot 

cooperat i n as affirmative nd entbusi stic as e had een n~':1~~}:believe, nor did 

the peoples ot Asia accl im our crusade tor d•ocracy nd ~as e hid hoped. 

Our action in lorea as precipitate; neither Co resa nor the United Nat i ons 

~ 

\ 

.:as consult ed. Our prep rati ~ for such iaili tary 

adequate; our ailitar,y intelli enoe pr ~ f ault i 

interventi· n was4•-•r-■ta1t1 in-

ur ev luatirn ot tta consequences 

of our action as r r as C n s concer d • a r oasly erroneous,~ ur ailitary 

leadership comaitted blunders of uch l&'.l nitude t t event• val.or nd fig r: ting 

staaina of ur fine soldiers cruld not over coae t hea. Whlt was t atuou, ly nceived 

t s a saall-acale police acti .n t urned out to a tull-scale war ;l-•ich cost our 

peopl e over 1001000 casualties · nd tens of illions ot doll~ s . • st• 11 h n to 

rite ott t he lorean af'f'air, I • f r d, as a costly ,)lunder, the result ot bad 

diplo11&c,, over-contidence, am in ef'ens1'1le yieldin to dome tic political pressures. 

Just a year ago, •. n I revie ed t he events or they r 1 so, I aaid1 

•I believe t hat the events of 1950 bro ht to.::it lmricana a tew ao Jering les

. na •1hich 111 prove aost a:.u.utary in t 1e re-v mp1n r ot our foreign policy hich is 

no· , in JV judgment, long overdue. Americana ve le rned th t .eir gonrnamt 

IIU8t not proc ia global policies like the TrwLn Dootrine i n order o ••t so• local 

situation , as s t he c: ·e in Greece. e aust not Mk• comm · t•nt a on hicjl •• can-

n t make ood. Our choice does not lie between iaol ti nit on t one 
' and 



• 

global aeddlin en the o her. Th ia a tictiti \l8 ch ice ot alte rnatives. The~• 

W' 
is a golden mean some ,•here t,. bet een I hich e IIUS t fi d. • simply ·1v., not suf. icient 

ailitaey p er Di financial re ourcea, and never can ruve, to police t e ,hole .orl. 
~ 

Nor r,'='uld • e rely so auch u;cn the p wer otf-doll rl to in f'rien.ls and influence 

people. Doll~r ve t heir decided limitati ns, ev n in ·nte ti nal r 1 tine. 

• c nnot ara allie in the h ~• of ving t . • ti ht n r.ur side hen t .. e time coaes 
1 

if t .eir o .. n a lf-interest diet tea other· iae. • ehnuld support onl hose P•<>i-'les 

ho do not need to coaxed n1 be evilled into re raL ~, . ho a . e themselns prep red 

top y : tor the price or t heir r rain , n .hoc n e c unted up n + the criti-

{ cal mc■ent n t 

I act tirst, , s 

to go Vic cy ...,_. • have le ned1 001 i helieTe h t e s · uld not 

e did in lorea , :rrl then get the pprcval o ti. United N ticna. a• , 

We should act s a ■ember, • a loyal •• .er, an 1ra o t nt aber, to • sure, ot 

the United N ticn , butonly s one meaber. e -
tribution thro h t he United Nat (ns and 

Rations before e act ill a ■ilit wa. And e 

ld channel t .. e ll&XUIUlll of our con

t he directives ot the United 

t not spurn opp rtunities tor 

conference .1th the Sorlet Uai 1 1 ho en~u.nproaising the · • app r. It ia bet-

ter to ha v ten interm. ti nal. c0nference t 11 th to ve ten t .cuaand American 

b ya per ish in the ice n:i snowa ot lore&. 

••• auat • alert, but calla and resolute. 

st uld be trong. 

pltient. I auat learn to be wise, no e110 i f"\nal, no di ahev led in our t 1inkina 

Id sporadic • n ur acti ons. le 11USt not e aieled. by slogans or swept ott balance 

by •hr• propaga!d .. hich d es not al ys • nate troa the lert. If • apply these 

leasona, these obering lessons, e U¥ ccae thr ugh the da erous hour ich 11 

up"'n ua unscathed - • am he orld 1th ua. A world • r is not inevita le. lar 

can e averted. Al.one, ot c •ttrse, ·• c· nnot ave tit, .ut let us~ sure that -
•• do our utaost, our full rt, t.o avert it..• 



• 

The Cold Ir continued throu h 1951 ted. B t t t nd est inteasi-

fi t 1r co■p ti ive prop nd • Ne nd ne . techai uee ere volved to 

other~ 
-t 

irch n nd hl ck n ~n other' ct.;;.. ct r 1 tic 

" T United N t ns 1 ch w s to erve rua 

cussi of inte tin ro leas nd isput • . 

arbit~ ent, or r.o use the ord o the C rter or 

center f r mnaonizing h 9.Ctions of nationa•, 

r t op n rec: 

the Uaited N t1~n, 
~~·LM.-1-r 

e been & loud, noi l 
A 

s, anl 110tiYea. 

D ibl 1► 

•to ~ the 

cun g-boa-rd 

f r the ~oo t a •ridled recr iu.ti '")ns, aut 1 buse, invective on t. tot 

t epokesaen and leader or nati , s. The orld s never itaessed uch 

spectacle, uch a degradati a or ne, tempe 

■en and accredited represent tives of nati ns. 

civility in y ass~abl.y of s tes-

It 1a doubtful whether yone is c mv rt y such violent, 1 tant, and tran -

parent propagand, but it c ·t inly oes not o tribute to ny aer.:. ua aegotiaticn / 

or iaprove the pr ap~ct or a rapprochea nt et n nati 1 n. Ru 1a egan t .ese a-

warr ... nted un ortcy tactic• 1n th precincts o the United Rat en. Other aations 

, ... e • been foll ing u • t. Cle rl.y r 1111st t k pl ce a ~ 1'118■Ellt ithia th 

council ch berSof the United N ti na, n end t o prov c ti Te ver 1 o teuivea am 
fo a.lJ.. ~r~~. ....LL 

counter-oftenaiTI"e• nd ~attempt• ■ha-· .. th Unit d N ... na f/J/1.{ ~ t ··e battle 
1' 

area of rtiaan prop gand&, e r ny sari WI di cus i n r rld tisaraaaeat r 

ti. adjustment of I ri~ua diffe nee c n take place. 

The orld is getting tired of the Cold lar. Th Rua i n nnt ett 

here 1th it. lor ar a. e n t y _ e raing the teeth. e o not know 

Russi •s ■ilitary bud et. It au t e enor■o • e do kn our - and tl'. tor oUJ' 

allies. Tod te 150 illlona ha e b en voted by Con res. An tber -&a to 5 bill1 .... ns 
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will probabl be vcted by Congress 

gering figures Tihich are reflected 

hen it reccnvenes next month. These are stag-

~ 
in our in our spira11 ·ng inflation . 

Our allies have een fretting nd resti~e under the load oft eir incre sed 

cost of armament to mee their commitments under the North tla. .tic Tre ty arr nge

ments. Their eµimated expe itures for armaments for tre next three :·e rs is 66 

billions. It is severely affecting their stand~rd cf livi nd t' eir social set-

vices. The · have never been impressed ~ith the imminence of Soviet aggresrion as 

e have been, and a crusade gainst Communi~m and for the liberati~n of Communist

domin~ ted countries hr s rrade very little a real to them. The:,, even resent hat they 

believe to be America's aggressive leadersh pin these directicrs, a.nd some of tr.em 

are unh..!ppy about the grorring dependence of their countries ui:on this leade~shi • nd 

up n the military and economic aid ~hich g es ith it. 

Leaders of organized American la r lio mve recently returned from Europe 'Ve 

,xpressed their disa pointment at the apatheti attitu1e of Euro~ean later toc1rd 

\\ " t\ 
the fight against Communism. Euro~eans, they stated, are soft en the issue of Com-

,, 
muniem. You are given the feeling that onl Ame "'icans re ccricerned aboJt Ccrn.munisrr,. 

A~----~~- -
~e · are more interested in the ·mpr vement of heir eccnomic life than in t·gh -

ening their belts still further to build up a military e~tt li~r.rnent to 
~ 

They~ ncrease trade with Russia und tre AUf(tl 
AA c! 

their economic osit ion. The .arshull Plan ::..id ba.s helr 
tkJ 

ropulation in cert in countries, but it seemi ·ly 'b..e- not 

cert~in secti1 s of the 

percolatep do·n to the 

masses of the people . The de not nt ar. The, d not ant any incre sed and 

costly prepnration5for ar. The are not persu~ded t r t Russi ants war. As a re-

sult, it is eco • g increasir ly clear that most of the cost of the rearma~ent of 

Eurc;e i t veto be met b the United St tes · ~and it is the United St tes rin-
/ 

cipally that i hYe to re uild militaril-, finance and e~ui the ne· a , of 

lestern Ge ny frich it to be included in the European 



• 

- ... ,-

Such a reconstituted German Hehrmacht , in my judgment, 1! ould ½e a gre'lter men

ace to the peace of Europe and of the .orld tran the Soviet armies , especiall aft4r 

v estern and Eastern Germany are reunited. Because of our fear of Russia, e are re-

building 
~~ 

he ~ight of Germany. 

" 
This is how Hitler succeeded in hoodvrinki:rt-, the 

"lM.Y" 
1-

lies, and in paving the wa for Germany's second assamlt u~on Europe. 

,:e believe that , e 
to ~ 

re building up 3lllll strength/a check aggressive Communic .1 
~are simultaneousj:y building up to strength a nati ~ which t~ice brought calamity 

U)-'2- c.v-.t. 1+u f ,' \ L&..11:..,rM"'W,I wfv,J.. 
upon the , orld other reactir,nary governments_. are as hostile to us and the 

things we stand for , as Soviet Russia. 

~ 
......, u.,. 

All these factors are beginning , I believe, toAmodify the over-sim lified fer~ 

eign policy of the ~nitd States. We are beginning to think more in terms of finding .. 

a "modus vivendi" - a way to live on tolerable terms ·ith the Soviet •:orld than of 

an inevitable shov1-do m . Many in the United 

Minister'- Churchill's opinion th:::.t tte danger of 

eginning to share Prinle 

third corld war is not as grett 
' 

no ·, as it vms at the ti ,e of the Berlin "air lift" crisis in 19 8 . The/ a r e be i -

ning t,o u ,..., , ·o ~erious disarmament al :s ong t e 0 rea t po,ers , :or serirus con-

ve saticns between the heads of thtse governments to bring about if only a piece
/)~ .L--

Lr 

j 

meal settlement of Athe il'ritating pr oblems wrich exacerb=1.te their relatir nsh.ips, L;rrl 

for a r.alt in t~tig of the war drums. ff this is a real trend, and if~ 

tinues uninterruptedly, then 1951 may yet prove (\a good re r indeed for mankind. 

~ear l95l continued the process of the li 1uidaticn of , estern Euro~~ 

oni<Mi.M..rlt'and imperia lism in Asia and Africa. The ne and dr~matic inci~nts in this 
/-.. 

relentless process ?1ere the nationalizati on of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Com:r:any in Iran 

and the abrogation of the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of 1£36 . The British ere compelled 
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to surrender their rich oil concession in Iran, an being pressured by po ular 

riots and disturbances in. Egy t to aband n their m·litary base at the Suez Ca.nel. 

The same process is continuing in Inda-China, Burma and ala a. France is fighting 

desperately to retain her hold on Inda-China at great cost in mife a nd wealth, and 

our c ountry is supplying t~ French 1:~0A.. ·1ith much of their militar.· mate ial. 

The Asians are dete~ined to run their own continent. There is I\._Ot bing that we can 

~ 
do to stop. Wha.tever else it is, and whatever other forces play a part in it, no cne 

" can deny that essentially it is the irresistible ground-swell of a great liberating 

movement. Too long-submerged , oppressed and miserable ms.sses of Asia are rising to 

demand their patrimony, the breaking of shackles, the opening of doors of opp rtun-

i ty , of freedcm and e:iuali ty , of a better way of life for themselves and their chilt 

dren. It is not all as simple as that , but it is all as profound and urgent and ir

resistible as that. 

Our country can either get ber~d trn.t re~ uti n, guide it into constructive 
~\J 

channels and facilitate it , or it can try to stop that revolution by see-.; in it the 

~ " ~rork of Satan, the cunning machinaticns of s~~Ml, and therefore, a threat to the free 

world. If i;1 ould be disastrous for us , for sia and for mankind if Ne ad0 t the irlw:x 

~~ ~J 
,,e will/' eneJIJ$ ha of mankind • ho logically should be ur friends . Ne 

will give Russia llies in such numbers am with such reeources as ~ill D13.ke her the 

greatest power on earth. 

The genius of America is the genius rights of man - of all 

men . It is America and not Russia which proclaimed the inalienable rights of men to 

life , liberty and the,D,:J.~uit of happiness . 

torch of liberty and r~nd opportunity to 

It is America which lifted hight 

the denied ni the dispossessed of the 

~ """ earth. Our missirn is not over and done .ri th. Shall we tell the suffering and 
I'-

struggling masses of the earth that they no longer have a friend in us - but thit for 
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~ aalnti ~ tor a apathy n ader st 1n r.· for lp • • :. t torei n d0111nai,ion 

amt. exploi ta tian, ~ inst ■e tdoa ani 1 lord.is■ nd pav~rt:, , t'rlµ t :urn to t~ 

dictators in loacowt t)t,,'- ~,Jl_. ~ tfkJ.,. ~ ~ ,,&,Jl./,, .£t v, ft~ W. 

~ 1~ ~ ~ ~ ~t a 1111 line - a aore hef..p.f'ul. line, " 

truli e ic~n lins in ou_ to eign poli~y. e shot ld c ncentr~t oa th-t nd deftlop 

it. It is not e uippin 0 araiea to fig ht COIIIIUDi. a in 11& t . t e ill aan Aaia 

tr011 Co•unisa, but by helping every progressive, conatructive aov•ent aaon • the 

peoples ot Asia hich aia tor is• their at Di rd ot living, eradic· te illiteracy, 

1.mprOYe health, Di build up 1net1tuticna of trNdoa and eelt-government. 

The ye~r 1951 aa asde disturbing ~n:1 unpleaa t tor bericana bj diecloaure1 

ot ideapread criM and corruption, tr• collu ion between or anised crime and gcnrn

aent, bp nuaeroua evidence• ot irr• ularitie, tixi s, trratt n the peddlin ot in

fluence in the Internal ReYenue Dapartllent ild i other departaenta or our goveraaent, 

nd ':J shooltilli! ■candals ln teur sports, • ec a re ot a ■er1o8s ■oral jll+ 

aaon our people - of evil thtt I eating t the art or Aaerican 1 ife. --
Surely there is rooa he e tor a aerioua aoul-aearching on the par ot our people. 

Spiritual corruption, the hre kdo of et d· rds d honeat goverment, the • C 1 

loaa of ccn!idence on the p rt ot our people in the int• rit:, ot thl agenoia• ot their 

goTernaent an::l ita lawa, and ti.refor, in deaccraoy itaelt, a aore to • re red 

hi.ch is really not a aericus t e t to cur 

deatroyed by 110ral corruption tro■ ithin. ill the re 

hich perished were tiret corru ted frca itl.in, unde~ned 

country. ~ oaa 0111!¥ be 

the paet 

y · t a oral l.&rl~ ot ._ 
their citizens. Aaerica 11 1ot on the rink ot • ny aoral collapse, hilt ti. • ie: a 

real arning 1n h· t ha come to 1 ight . hi.ch should not. be 1 nored • .._ 
Our people in the pat w a never c ntent to let corruption perMD ntq prevail, 

once it 11ae aade sharply a • -.·e at •h .... t . a taking plaoe. Another ■ jor ettort la 

clear}¥ indic ted, a spiri ual revi~ 1 to tidy up our ■or 1 livea, am to olean up 

our institution • • .. t le rn to ci-nd aor ot ounelvea .ad to a id• aore t 1th-

tully by the aor code hich •• procl Im. 
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e the er 19 1 closes , ~n red dt aorro or o t breaks o 1 o ry nd. 

intoler · nee 1n one of t e Southern ... tates or o r Uni~n. J ·ii h hews• or •ora l 1.p 

are dynaaited. Boab ttea ts . e • oa a Oat olic church. Negro housin pr -

jecta are bomoed. A few d '8 a o a .Negro le der of 111a J.Jeople wa1 killed by a i 011b 

t hat shattered his h re. It i ,..ot cl.ear . • o 1 be Dd these outr ~•• - hether 

ind1v1 wu or g oup - or ·h ther it is the f'orerunner or a recrudescent nu aove

aent in t he South. But batever it is, it is blot n the escutcheon ot herio • 

It puts weapons in the ha.Dis or ur eneaiea roa • It diacrecli ts ua ill tre eyes ot 

the orld. It 1a a clear rni.11 th~ t e e aich to do h re at h 118 to put ov o 11 

ouse in order. 




