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THE IMPORTANCE OF MY COUNTRY 

January 6, 1952 

The man without a country is a tragic figure, as tragic as a people without a 

country. He is in exile. He has no roots in a fixed society. He is not nourished 

and sustained by the culture, the laws, the language, the government, the group dis

cipline, and the hi:3toric memories and associations which make up a country and a 

people. He does not share in the nation's heritage. 

Every human being is a social being, a political being, and it is fro~ his peoplB 

and from his country that a man really acquires his blueprint for life, his pattern 

of outlook, and a way of life so close and so intimate that they become an object of 

love to him and of devotion. We call that sentiment, patriotism. 

Thomas Paine said, "My country is the world." But that is only a figure of 

speech. rt is rhetorical, not realistic. The world is composed of many countries 

and many peoples, and possesses a vast variety and diversity of cultures and ways of 

life, and no individual man can be fully at home in it in the same way as he is at 

home in his own country. Others have said, "My country is where I a111 well off." 

That, too, is a figure of speech, only a half-truth, as every emigre can testify. 

Men may enjoy all the com.forts of life in a foreign country, but after a time they 

1ong to return to their own home, to their own physical and spiritual soil, to their 

own people. 

Now, there have been those who have attempted to wipe out patriotism and national 

loyalties in some international progran of human solidarity) international socialism 

and conmrunism have attempted to do tha.t J other systems of thought. In fact, they held 

up to contempt the sentiments of patriotism, of national loyalty,of love of one's 

fatherland. They looked upon th~se as reactionary notions and deterrents to human 

~ogress. One notes, however, that even in the Soviet Union today, patriotism and 

love of the fatherland are again being consistently fostered and inculcated, and 111i]e 

the international character of Connnunism is not being abandoned, of course, the nobel 
I 
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virtues of Russian patriotism are invariably extolled today. 

The great religions of mankind have been super-national in their appeal. At 

times they believed that they coultl substitute for or supplant national divisions and 

identities in some universal society of the faithful, but the exp riences of the cen

turies have demonstrated that that is not possible. Even as the world has moved for

ward towards closer communications, speedier connnunications among nations, even as 

the world exchanged its goods and ideas and uniform ways of production and conditions 

of life have developed among peoples, even as manifold international cultural and 

scientific and political organizations to draw nations together have develeped, the 

' spirit of national loyalty and patriotism have not only not diminished in the world. 

They have 4ctually increased. 

It should be clear thct the task of civi) ization tomorrow is not to att,empt to 

wipe out of existence these national loyalties. It simply cannot be done, and if it 

were done, it w:,u]d be a distinct loss to mankind. The task of civilization is to 

find ways of coordinating these strong group loy 1 ie 1 of organizing them in o vol-
• 

untary and mutually helpful forms of coordination on an international sc4Je. Just as 

1ndividuals are citizens of a natio without losing their individualities, their dis

tinctive identities, o nations can become citizens of the world without necessari1y 

abandoning their national character and their national loyalties. 

I have spoken of the importance of my elf, he importance of my family, 1h e im

portance of my neighbor - but our country is also very import~nt to us. It does not 

follovr that one should identify one•s country exclusively with a certain political ap

paratus of its government, that. is, with the state, and then exalt the state as some 

German philosophers of the school of Hegel have attempted to do, into sane mystic 

omnipotence - the supreme law and the source of all meaning in life and of all author

ity in society. The evils of state idolatry we ourselves witnessed; we saw it illus

trated in our day in the bloody aberrat • ons of Fascists and azis who ought to build 

up the state, the holy of holies, to manld_nd. 
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Every sound idea, my dear friends, when it is driven to its illogical, so

called logical conclusion, becomes a putrefaction,. a cesspool of corru#)tion. 

one should love his country. One should revere and respect his government. One 

should be loyal to both of them. Yet at the same time, one should recognize first of 

all that there are other relationships that a human being stands in besides the re-

1ationship to his country and to his government. He has a relationship to God. Abd 

one should also recognize that there are other countries and governments in the world 

who are entitled to the same measure of security and peace as one wants for one•s own 

country. One should also recognize that governments come and go. Some are good; 

some are bad; some are indifferently good or bad. And when all is sai. d and cb ne, all 

governments are made up and run by human beings, fallible, subject to error, subject 

to wickedness. Love of onets country, therefore, shoul never become vio ~ntly com

petitive, passionately exclusive, pred tory, cha.uviristic, nor should the love of our 

country be blind and uncritical. One does not love one 1 s family by hating all other 

families or refusing to cooperate with other families, or by being blind to the fail

ings and the shortcomings of the members r£ the family. 

The nurse, Edith cavell, on the eve O·f her execution in Brussels du.ring the First 

World War, confessed to her chaplain. She said, nst&nding as I do in view of God and 

eternity, I relaize that patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred nor bitter

ness towards anyone. 11 

The true patriot has room in his heart for the whole of hwnanity. Loyalty to 

one•s country does not exclua loyalty to the highest moral principles of mankind, 

which is another way of saying loyalty to humanity. 

When he love our country truly, we try to make it exemplary, just and noble• Our 

pride in our country increases as it gains and grows in t ese virtues. 1lfe do our ut

most to make it worthy of pride and adniration. "He loves his country best who strives 

to make it best," said a great American.- A .:f'eee country, to survive, must in the last 
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a1~lysie deserve the love and gratitude of its citizenst Of course, we do not abandon 

our country when it is in the wrong, any more than we abandon our children when they 

do things wrong. We do our mutmos to set them right. We betray the best interest 

of our country when we .fail to try to set it right. This is the very nub of democracy 

and this is the very text of patriotism. Our de~ire to et our country right on ite 

true course, its real destiny. 

Patriotism can e and frequently is a cloak for all forms o.f cor ption. It was 

samuel Johnson who sajd, you will recall, that npatriotism is the last refuge of a 

scoundrel". That is frequently the ('ase. You and I know of how many profiteers and 

war mongers and merchants of death have spread time and aga_n the cloak of patriotisn 

over their dark, nefarious activities. We know how many offic6-holders heve prostituted 

their office, how many legislators have abused their legislati,ro immunity in the I_')aine 

of patriotism; how many bigots and racial and reli ious fanatics, poisoned with hate 

and bitter against the world, have waved the nag of their country OYer their polluted 

altars. You and I know how much of witch-hwiting Rnd attempts at suppressing of basic 

American freedoms and huma1 rights have traveled under the aegis of Americanism. 

Yes, patriotism can be a cloak for many evils. There is a simple test of what is 

patriotism, a simple test that we can put ourselves to. Are we earnestly trying to 

set our country right on the true course where it wants to go, where it should go? 

We know where it wants to go. The road map is there before us - the Declaration of 

Independence, the Constitution of the United sta es, the Bill of Rights - that's the 

road map, indelible, indubitable, for all to see. Now, the true patriot will endeavor 

t.o guide his country through the difficult maze o.f choices in a confused and ever

changing world, keeping steadfastly before him in his mind the true goal of its des

tiny. The fake patriot will either guide his country wrong to serve his sel.fish pur

pose - his profit, or his prejudice or his lust for power - or will not attempt to 

guide his country at all, being merely content to shout on all occasjons from the 
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housetops, "My country right or wrong 1", or to proclaim, as did some of the pa riots . 

during the Civil war, to quote the keen observer, Artemus ward, Patriots in his day, 

some of these fake patriots, are quoted as saying~ ff! have already given two cousine 

to the war, and I stand ready to sacrifice my wife•s brother rather than not see too 

rebellion crushed!" There are such 1) ... triots who are wreckless of the sacrifices that 

0 ther people should make of their country. 

UM--
our country is importan}tfthese united .1tates of .America r very :important, to us 

and to the world. our country has~ve~s and to generations of men a standard of ,,,- 1, 
living, a range of hope and .freedom and opportunity unknown except to a privileged few 

in the whole recorded history of mankind. The importanc of our country, my deer 

~ieREis, is to be found not alone in its vast material resources, which tf-~+>ter all 
j;,, 

the gift of a kind Providence .and oat of cw: QWfi malci"Ag, nor in t.e great production 

machinery ,.f ,.ga1 co~~its technological and scientific HiJJ and achievements WAies 
. 

~ the acb.ie¥omeA~s of our poepls.; but ±1.e ~eFM"ee ef ouF eoun~ry is to be feurtd 

in the rich, treasure-troves of GC::F poli~ical and social traditions, the wealth of 

new and emancipating ideas which pioneer and settler of the wilderness of the n~~ 

..,..,;w_, which Pilgr:iJn and :Puritan and immi grant and revolutionist bequeat~to us/'>t ~ ~t 
heritage. What these people gave to us and to mankind wa ~ scmething new. De T~cque~ 

ville, the historian 01:,arl:y Amerit{. sensed it ,1.~:~ he ~:f ~wig /vt~t;} 

~ 5'>:~~eJ exp:r~f4~ 111le~1nf¥~ i:?,tfiegreft ~~ent of the 
~ 

attempt to construct socie» ]lpOb a new basis was to be made by civilized man; ait 

was there
1
for the first tim' that theories hitherto unknown or deemed impracticable, 

were to exhibit a spectacle for which the world had not been prepared by the history 

ow, what was this something "newt! which has becane the legacy of the .Alllerican 

people? Something new is the idea of the inalienable rights of every human being, tll, 

dignity of man, his right to achieve his heart •s desire through equality of opportun-

ity and equal political rights. 
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No man-made barriers should stop a man from fullest self-realization. No arti

ficial distinctions and discriminations of caste or class or creed; no ancient privi-

1cges should permit one man to exploit another. No dogmatic proscriptions of free 

inquiry and the free expression of t~ought and the right to differ or to change the 

laws of his country. This was the something "newtt which came to the world as a revo

lutionary idea for the first time incorporated in a living society, in political in

stitutions, ina way of life. Those ideas did exist in the world in the minds of phil

osophers and academicians and scholarsJ they were discussed in schoolsJ they were 

written in books; but for the first t:ime in tho history of mookind, they made 4r~ ef

fort to translate these great ideas into concrete livin~ forms of life, social prac- 

tices in laws and political imtitutions. And for more than a century and a half we, 

the American people, have lived under this regimen of life which was forged in the 

fires of war and revolution, and we have prospered beyond the dreams of those who 
•l~ 

first gave form and substances to these ideas. ~ "v ,L . ~ \,W L~hA 
'~• whole ~ ~ )v-• 
1))1 \ / -lrffli phe/world caught fire from the sparks of these /'-a.doas as they1ere being forged 

/ in the smithy of the Western world. As our Founding Fathers foresaw, one nation after 

another in the Old World caught fire f'rom the namesof the Awerican Revolution and be

gan to throw off the galling yoke of tyranny, to break the shackles of their enslave

ment, to strike out for their own freedom. our country helped those nations to free

dom, not by going out into the orld as a military power crusading for freed an, as 

Napoleon attempted to do in the nam3 of the 1deaJ or the Preneh Revoluliuftl• liberjy, 

equality and fraternity T and bri og the1n to ibhe wori. 4 a:t the srcarpoi rt of a militaP¥ 

:&!Ne •~ irb ,-\J J we ~d ~ nations to freedom lzy- building freedom here at 

home, by,._ exalll:')le ~hers to do likewise. 

James Madison who expressed this conviction of the founders of this countryJ he 

said, "The free system of government we have established here is so conge~ial with 

reason, with common sense and with universal feeling, that it must produce approbation 
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and a desire for imitation •.•• our country, if it does justice to it elf', will be the 

workshop of liberty to the ci vj lized world, and cb more than aey other for ~ ~ 

civilized." ~ ~- Thi.s America, favored by God with material resources, blessed with skills, in-

itiative, enterprise on the part of our people, endowed above all with this gift of 

a political and social tradition which stimulates and exalts the individual - this 

America is important to us. It will be important. to our children, for all that it 

can mean to us, to them, if so we and they o not squander our heritage - all t.ha.t it 

can mean of freedooi and hUilla'l rights, of tolerance and good will, of hope and oppor

tunity. Think what this coun-fjry has meant to us as individuals, to those who came 

here - we or our fathers or their fathers - for what want and poverty they cane -

for what lands of persecution they came - from what restrictjons and intolerances 

and chains of di abilities they came. What thi country did for them, forus, it can 

OJC mean as much and mor6 to our children i the day to come. 

And our loyalty to it will be measured not in bullets, not in protestations, and 

not in annual celebrations. our loyt:llty to th-!.~ country, which has meant so much to 

us, will be measured in terms four efforts to preserve it in its character, in its 

stre8gth and in its greatness. It will be measured by the quality of our responsible 

citizenship, by the rectitude of our dealings with our fellow-citizen I b;}r the faith

ful and honorable observance of its laws, by our readiness to subordinate selfish in

terests to puhlic we]fare, by our impatience with every form and manifestation of cor

ruption and incompetence- in government, by our willineness to recognize and acknowledge 

wh8t is wrong or unjust or unworthy in our national life, in our domestic conditions 

or in our foreign policy, and by our firm resolution to correct them and to set things 

right. That is patriotism. That is the only gaug@ and measure of atriotism. 

America is important to us. It is also i:nport 4 t. to the vi orld, to the free world, 

to the world of tomorrow. 



I am not at all concerned by what Europe thinks of us, or ASiE, for hat matter. 

It is not important for us to be approved by Europe or by the rest of the world. In 

a sense, I am afraid that Americans are all too concerned about he wor.ld 1s lik,&>r 

dislike~ Europe needc- us more then e need Europe. Asia needs us more than we need 

Asia. At the moment and fo~ some time now, we have been helping them and not the 

0
ther way round. And doing what we shn, 1 ld do for +,he crld, our criterion sh01 1 ld be 

not whethe:~ the Buropean eo les ~pprove of us or like us or love us or don 1t like us 

or -- n•t love us. You can•t pure ::.se love or approbation anyho • The criterion 

mould be doing that which we as Americans move by our own condit·ons, and our own 

conception of our role in t.ie world, :'eel we ought to cb. 

lt has been our traditior to aid othe peoples and to share the blessings which 

a kind Providence has sho ered upon us w· th those who are in dire need. Generos::t y 

has al ays been a characteristic, a p oud characteri tic of too }Jnerican way f life. 

Well , tho world .: _s deS:!_:>e a-tely in need today. ha, been ravaged by w rs. It nP.ver 

r cnvered fro~ the First or) d r,ar, certainty n t f om th~ Second forld War. And in 

uch measure as we can, without d0ing hurt to our own economy andou.r own wellbeing, we 

should sh3re, e sh u d aid n~ help m n aid women ,o a be ter way of life. Tuere are 

backwar natirms in the world wrio from ime i •we .. or· al h2ve Jived under unspeakable 

d~gr da ion, rrrise ... r ... ~nd ~rivatio , not -o ')€-ak of serfclcm anrl pol.ttic~, exploitat • on. 

It h~s always baen the .Ameri ~~ · deel to radiRte light and hope into every corn r of 

the wo __ d., to t~c extent that w~ can aidt eo to achieve a big er standa d of iliving, 

to the extent that we ~ar.1 help them organ:_ e ,heir econoey end d8v -lop thej r .: ndustry 
• 

and improve heir agriculture 1d raise theirs andard of he 1th an lite acy. o 

hct exte t we shoul be • jng ha hich is in r .:.nsica.lly Ar:ier can, & e sr..ould be 

f we c elp them .ti th world, in . jurtgme1 t, i an even More 

fund entel vray, ow and in the ys to come, and tat ·s by ~ kee ing alive during 

these arkening dars nd he menac of diet torship in Jhe world - keeping 1·v here 

t hc~e the ·gh of eeaan. "Fer wh t 3halJ it ro it a. man to ain ~ - .. .. .. , 
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and lose ni E own 0111.n Thi is a ouot..atj on fro:n the t xt- took of +h .... mP---ter of 

Christia it~, and it is a tr e b ~rvat:on. 

In o 1r ~~gern ss to $.Ve the -. orld, .. us ot se our o-v soul . I. o r do-

8 jre to bing freecbm to other pen. s ~nd t save ther neo les Pl tyr:;nny and 

dictatorshii: , .od Communis11,, we might so milj t~1 • '3e o owu life co. so intol-

erant of +he e .. res~i0n o.f free th~11ght in our ovrn • dst as ~ destroy the vary th; ng 

e a re t:cj ~ ng o Save • 

rrhe visior. o.f James Kact • son • s stil true today. By doing justj ce to curse - s 

nere at home, to our ovn iJeals, re can keep he lig to freedr.l and of Pope ndimrnerl 

n the world . Dcmocrac , rr.y dear friends , ish, d to make and is easily damaged and 

is easily .estroy~~. raat s knovm o .. 8.ny a l in er of our co ntry . rt is h~ d to 

'lc!1iev • rt took c nturies 1 rrar, c.f strife, ciYil war, snffering, o estPti _ish e 

dernocr .tic society . :t is ea ·j. y d maged nd ea..,i:..y dGstroyed . o hop:y he c 11n r -

writt911 the future of dE-r11ocracy . No o 

of 1emocracy ic not an autonr ic th·ng 

has gu ' nte d its survive.I . The S".lrvival 

.ll. Jt can be destroy a. rt as des-

troyed time nd a~ain in many arts of the world, largely as the res~lt of 1e br ak 

h9 democracy. of morale o~ the part of its citizens hie~ mak • 

It j d i'or ne to s ce th& t i is not destro .. ed. he price e have to par for our 

country is a very .ig. rrice . It l n t cces rily he price that is paid on the 

battlefiela, Th~+ , too , unfortunAtely mus o;retirr.es ?e paid . But he pr · ce is o 

be naid dail erms of day-by- day vigilance, j n t r .. c of aay- b -d,9,y loj· lt • Once 

we come to look up n our country as u imp :-tm t, as someth-i ng to hich we: eed to pay 

tt t • th~ \.., • ' • , , • t . f h t no a en ,10 , s some ,ung l'ft,.J.c WL ___ go o. __ rrespec 1. re o w a do about it , e 

have nrepc:red the way for the lt, • . ate las of all thos'3 reciou things for • 1ich ·.n 

our m:! d. our country s ta ds • e re destroying onrselve n- he f ut.11 e of our ch:.1-

dren. In t cse days pa ticulc?.1•1y , in these dangerous days :L which l9i live, we RhouJd 
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