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THE IMPORTANCE OF MI ORID 

Januar;y 20, 19$2 

In one of his letters the great English poet, John ICeats, wrote, "I teal aore 

and more every day, as my imagination strengthena, that I do not live in this world 

alone, but in a thousand worlds.• That, to a lesser degree, my Mends, is true ot 

all men, even tho• who are not poets. As their imagination strengthens, they come 

to live not in this world alone, but in a thousand worlds, certainly in more than one 

world. In .tact, when you come to think or it, the hole purpose of education is to 

1ntroduce us into new orlde, and when you co to think or it, the whole purpose ot 

religion is to extend and widen the boundaries of our individual live■ to point 

neighbors, our countries, and the life or mankind. 

Our personalities expand and grow as deepen through knowledge and experience 

the content of our li vea, as we refine our tall'tea and our canon or judgment, and aa 

through symoatby and imagination we enlarge th 

curtain or our habitation. 

c o.t' our tent and stretch the 

How, some people live only in their one little world, in their own little orld. 

They live only to themselves, in the narrow world or their own bodie1, their own 

tastes, their own ambitions, their ego. They are important to themselves and the7 

are 11m1ted to themselves. They never rise above themaelvea. And such people rea~ 

never experience the tlowering of the soul. The7 never Call8 to know the deeper sat­

isfactions of unfoldment, of growth, or bea, mlng - the teem and thrust ot expanding 

life, the rew,l.ation of new insights, the stimulation ot new contact■ and new identi­

fications. They n ver01me to experience the throb of new rnrposes, the intoxication 

of new ideals and the glory which co II from attuning our lives to the noble music ot 

the whole of humanity. 
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Other peo le do widen their oircwn.terence ot illportanoe to include tamily, even 

neighbor and country. And as a result, their lives are infinitely richer and hller. 

They live in many worlds. They march ina great ccmpany, not alone, ieolated, bu'\ 

somehow even theee people frequently stop at geographic boundaries, at national bound­

aries, at creedal boundaries, at idaologio boundariee in their essential interests and 

sympathies. They somehow cb not feel emotionally, nTidly - the:, do not feel them­

selwe to be alao members ot a universal 110ciet::,, even though their minds - enn though 

intellectual]J they "alize it. Someholr emotionally, virldl.y, thq do not feel t)aem­

selvea to belong to mankind. But in Tei,- truth we all belong to one humm race and are 

linked by one common destiny, the destirx;y ot humanity. 

Thia global world, this encompassing and uninreal eooiet7 is very important to 

me - very imoortant to you. It af'fecta IIJ" desti?\T and your d ••tiny more than •• real-

i••. You and I cannot ignore it even though we ah it out ot our immediate aware-

ne•• tar more readily than• oan push out other re lities in our~.,,_ ot importance. 

This global world is more imoortam to ue than &t was to our .forefathers. It will be 

.far more im r.tant to our children even than it is to us, and to their children atter 

thea. 

Twice in our nn lif'e-tia we ot thia country believed ouraelve1 to live in ieo­

lated eeourit7, behind the r•mparia ot two gre t aeaa, and tound ouraelvea catapulted 

in world wars which began in distant parts of the earth, and our tortune• and our Yer)" 

lives were auddenly collllldted to world struggle•, not at all ot our ulcing or ot our 

choosing. The world closed in upon us, took hold of our dea'tiniea, whether we 11.bd 

it or not. It became ftr;y iapo~t to ua. It beoue all-taport&nt to u1 - important 

•• our own very live,. At t hi• nry .,.nt we are inwlTed in another ~ in a tar­

any corner or the Asia.tic world, and tena ot thoueand• ot our beye have died or ha 

shed their blood in a civil war in that tar-away corner ot the earth that it is not at 

all ot our making. Iorea walked in upon Cleveland and Ohio and the united State• -
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walked into our home• and took hold ot our liwa. During th:l.1 w ek the people of the 

United state• were aolici ted by the Prime llinieter of Oreat Britain to send troops 

to another tar-off coaner ot the world, the Su•• canal, to Egypt, andto involYe our­

selves still turther in military struggles in the Fr F,ast. And our own government, 

which tor some year now pressed and financed and directed an international organisa­

tion ot like-tld.nded nations in all parts of the earth tor mutual defense. Seemingly 

our own defense is inadequate to giYe us the Nourity which we want. need the 

world, or that part of the world which is ready to stand with ua. 

We are not sufficient unto our•lves any 110re, nationally and individua~. • 

have cane to realise that backward people• whom we have never •en, whose fortune■ 

somehow ft looked unon as in no way related to ours - backward peoples in Africa aid 

Asia whom our fathers could choose to ignore, or if they chose, could exploit and dom­

inate - cannot be ignored by us. our own security and our own .freedom, we have real­

ized, deperd upon the improvements of the stand d ot living of theae peoples who tar 

centuries, countleaa centuriea, have been the sub rged and the underpri vile d people a 

ot the earth. Iaat these people tall prey to Communima and thereby etill further 

strengthen the power ot aggressive Communism. in the world. Enlightened •lt-interest, 

if nothing el•, has suddenly brought great sectors ot mankind within our immediate 

an~ vital concern, ithin the orbit ot our lift•• That part ot the world we could 

have ~red in the past, the whole co Dial world bas become veey important to us. 

OUr children are learning to be citisens of the world to a degree which our fore­

fathers could not think of at all. It was possible until recently for halt of the 

world not to know what the other halt was doing, m d not to care. But it•• not po► 

si ble any 110re. OUr children will •nt to learn, will have to le,r n 110:re, tar ■on, 

the tact■ ■ore appreciably and 110re eyapathetica~ and aore underetandingq the dif­

ferent ways ot life and thought of people• in the mot.eat cornere ot the earth. Th97 

will have to try to dieconr aore areas of cooperation with the■ than ver before. 
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For they shall come to understand beyond any peradwnture or doubt that in Yer,' truth 

they are Uving in One World - one world, indin.eible 1 

we shall have to learn to live in the ea.me world - the7J our children, will have 

to do 1 t, even with peoples whom e do not like and wi. th political and econOll:lc sye­
ot 

teu of people/whom we do not approv.. The rest ot the world is not there tor our 

approval, even as we do not exiat tor the aake of being approved by others. e shall . 
have to accept difterenoea and reconcile oureelvea to tension• without rushing head­

long into war. e shall have to learn the art ot concession and compromise, tro• 

strength and not trom weakneu., even as other peoples will have to learn the -

lessona. But sooner or later we shall cane to realise fully what we have aonly real­

ized so Ear partially, that war will never give ua or any nation or ali)' group ot na­

tions monopo~ tor this way of life in the world, or security. e may !IQ: aucceed in 

organising the lJOrld tor peace J. we never can aucceed in dominating the world tor peace, 

nor can any other nation or arv group ot nations. 

So that in the ~• to oome, n the years to c~ - and I am thinking in teru 

ot the wider perspective, the larger outlook - w ehall have to think 1 n the days to 

cane more and ■ore 1n terms of humani:t-7, ot world organization, ot international pro­

gram• of aid tor backward masses or the earth, or internat.ional control and reduction 

ot armament,. And we shall come to think leas and lea1, in term■ ot balance ot power, 

in term• ot military' preparedneaa, and of a hopelaaa:cy divided world, and or unbridge-
. 

able gulta between peoples and nations. In other words, our world toda7 ie coming 

back - people today are coming back to the vision or the great religions or mankind, 

that vision ot "The Patbsr ot Qoti and the Brotherhood ot Man• which ao many practical, 

lJOrldly-wiee people wrote ott as unrealistic, aa iapractical, •• unattainable, u be­

longing to tm world ot the preacher and not to the world ot real pract.ical people. 
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The brotherhood ot an, dear friends, is bec<Jlling a political "•st• in the mod­

ern world, not really an idea~ desirably objective, but a polt,ioal and practical 

••st• in the modern world, it our aodern world is to aurrl:n. l veiy real and ~ 

gent need, it our civilisation is not to become completely ann1hilated am enn ti. 

world •ann:SMlation• - the annihilation ot civilisation, which a generation or two 

ago may have eee•d very extreme am drastio, is becoming tar le•• 80 in our day be­

cau• the weapons ot annihilation are already here - they1re already' here. The7•re 

anilable, and some desperate band uy some day use the■• 

I ay that men are caning back to the vision of religion or mankind. Haw, re­

ligion it•lf' was slow to cane around to this rision ot One God and One Hwu.nity. 

In the olden days people thought ot the true religioae aa being their own, aa their 

lod being exclusively interested in the fortune• ot their exclusive nation and group. 

Each people had its nn God. llanld.nd •• tra ntised and ae wae the unity. It was 

Judaia that brought to the world the rision ot tlie One Ood, the lhole univer•, the 

Father ot all men - therefore, ot all •n as broth r•, mellber• ot one tud. ly. It was , 

a revolutionary idea which to thia day has not been tulq accepted by manldm. It 

waa Judai• that brought to the world the conception that all •n, regardlaea of their 

race or creed, are acceptable to Ood if they follow the way ot Qod. The non-Jew who 

pertoru the ethical mand2.tes of the Torah, •id the Rabbia, 1• ot the aame statu■ •• 

the High Prieet in the Temple. The righteoua among the nation• ot the world will in­

heri t the nn ~011 ot Ood. Rabbi llaier u.id that when Ood created the tirat un, m 

gathered tram all corner■ of the earth and molded the one man and breathed the spirit 

ot life into him. The uni veraal man - the tiret man - the easential an. 

•I call beann and earth to witne••,• declared our ■ape, "be be Jn or non-J•, 

master or slave, white or black, according to hie indindual •rit, willthe apirit ot 

Qod rest upon hill.• And through Judai• thie uniYer•l conoeption of the One World 

passed to Chriatianity, and so spread through the world. "0od bu •de ot one blood 

all the people• or the earth.• 
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Row, •nkind hu 1:>een slow to accept thi■ doctrine. In our own day, as you know, 

the Masi■ launched a major assault not only upon the peace ot the world, but upon the 

sanctity ot thi■ dActrine, ot the equality- ot all aen and ot the rights ot all men, ot 

One World. Sooner or later we shall cane to realize aore fully and take to heart that 

no single nation or race has a monopo]Jr on civilisation. A ■oientist once declared 

that no more than 1~ or the material objects used by &Jl1' one people reprealiate ita 

own i~ntion■• have been borrowing through the cOIUltless centuries, on trom an-

other. The highest cultures are the result ot the blendlng ot Tariou■ cultures. 

There are no 111perior races and no interior races biologically and no pire rac••• 

Ther ~• more advanced races, aore backward race•, 110re favorably •1 tuated people a. 

1requent]¥ races ha1 e changied oea in the dagree and the hierarcey ot their aohieve-

•nta and signi.ticance to the world. 

Tberetore, all •n ot whatenr color or creed 

tong to my world. They are µaportant to •. I 

dangered u they adft.nce, aa they are retarded, a 

together we 11Uat JIO?e forward. 

or one race and they be-

nee or I am retarded or I u en­

hey are endangered. And hereafter 

OUr world baa a long way to go, a long way to go through the wilderneas ot r.ar 

and hate and bigotry' and intoleranoe and snobber7 and oonoeit., ot greed and ot all 

the bloody ruck ot fratricidal a trite, beto • it will reach the tar land, the good 

1•nd ot peace nnd justice tor all. The milleniua is not near at hand, but the da7 ot 

great tribulation may be here at hand, nearer than we think, unless w begin to work 

tar more earneatly than we have heNtotore for the one World which is iaportant to 

all ot ua. 

And therefore, good trienda, to llw signifioant]T and pu.rpoNtul.17 and wort~, 

i■ to beliew tanat.ical.l1' in the •portanoe ot thia, our world, our one 9:>rld. To 

live nobly and purpo•tul.17 1• to work with 8ftJ7 tiber ot our being tor it. llankind 

baa alway■ looked forward to a golden age ot unit7, ot reconciliation, ot peaoe, stronger 

b;r tar than the quest ot the pbiloso ber '• atone which would tran11111te all baaer metal■ 
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into gold - stronger by tar than the quest ot the n Dorado or the search tor ti. 

Golden Fleece or fortune, or the Fountain of Youth or the Dinne Nepenthe to banish 

all pain tram the human race - I say, stronger than all these yearnings and longings 

ot the human race through the long centuriea bas been tba the longing tor the sei­

anic times, tor the coming or the day'twhen man will beat their plw■pa nord1 into 

ploughshare• and lmow war no more, when they shall not hurt nor deV07 Vy hol.7 moun­

tain, and eTe17 man shall lift under his vine and under hia tig t1'6e with none to 

make him afraid.• 

That bas been the vision or the One World, and the noblest aon■ ot the human taoe 

have lived and suffered and died to make that dream come true. And they bequeath to 

ua a noble heritage and an undeniable challenge. A.Di. t~• ot us who take up that 

challenge will make their 11 ws rich er and tuller and more 1mportan.t. 

ETerything is important - 117 Nlt, rq tam.117, rq neighbor, 117 count17, rq world. 

Religion has tried to open our eyes to ... the rtance of all thinga. Religion 

h&B taught not merely reverence tor God, but reyer nee tor , tor all the • aaential 

relationehip• in the worli • The Rabbis Aid that when God gave the Ten C 

111ents and declared ti.rat ot all, •I am the Lord, Thy God - Thou shalt have no other 

Gods before ••• the nations or the earth said, "Well, Ood is concerned only with hie 

own imoortanoe,• but when God declared in the Ten Conmandmenta, •Honor Thy father and 

tdl-, th1' mother,• the nations or the earth realised that God was concerned as much 

with the importance or th hnun being, with the sanctity ot humEll ity as he wae with 

his own sacred personali't7. That•• a profound obaerY&tion. •Ye ahall be ho~ tor I, 

the tord your Ood am holy.• Lite ia enslaved in one climate and atlluphere ot ano­

tity. ln17 human relationship is hol.1' ground which one nst approach with rderenoe 

and hum1lit7. An albull ot importance - th& is hullan We. 
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The greatest and wiN11t ot the teacher• ot China many, many centuries ago - Con-

fuciou1 - had th11 to a:r in teaching his dieoiplee the way to tbl good aooiet7. 

The illustrious ancients, when the7 w1.•hed to maka clear and t. 
propagate the highest virtues in the world, put the~ state• in 
proper order. Before putting their states in proper order, they 
regulated their tamilies. Before regulating their tud.lies, they 
cultivated their own eelv••• Before cultivating their own selves, 
they pertected their souls. Before perfecting their soul.a, they 
tried to ai ncere in their thoughts~ Before try.l.ng to be sin­
cere in their though ta, they extended to the utmost their know­
ledge. Such investigation of knowledge lay in the investigation 
of things, and in •ei ng them as they realq wre. 

n things• e thus inft■tigated, knowledge became complete. 
n knowledge bec,a.JMt complete, their thoughts became sincere . 

When their thought■ were sincere, their soul■ became pertect. 
When their soul• were perfect, their awn Nlws became cultivated. 
When their •lvas were oultin.ted, their families became regulared. 
When their tad.lies were regulated, their s tatea oame to be put 
into proper order. hen their states were in proper order, then 
the whole world became peaceful and happy. 

An Albua ot Daportance, beginning with the indindul and extending state by 

state 1n enr-widening and encompassing circle to nclude family, neighbor, countrJ', 

111.nkind. 
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