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SOME THINGS J DO NOT BELIEVE IN 

February 31 1952 

The -tthings you believe in or the things you do not believe in determine 

your action and conduct, if you are logical and consequential. To believe one 

thing and to act contrari-wise is to involve yourself in a maze of contradic

tions which may impede your progress and ultimately defeat you. You may be 

proved wrong in your belief•• That is the calculated risk which a man must 

take in this uncertain world of ours where there are so many factors which are 

variable and unpredictable and where omniscience is denied even to the wisest 

or men. That is why Mn should be cautious and make such provisions as they ca• 

on the possibility that their basic assumptions may be proved false. This 

is to hedge oneself' about with a certain degree of security in case our calcu

lations llisc&n7. To be dogmatic to the point of complete abandon of all pre

cautions is, or course, foolharc\,. 

But, on the other hand, to believe one thing and to act another is die

astrous. And this is especially true in national and international lite• Here 

contradiction between belief and action leads to S'tultification, to blind and 

wasteful expenditure of substance and energy, to the . sacrifice of the very val

ues which a people is most anxious to preserve, and ultimately, t> defeat. I 

want to speak of' two of these beliefs which should lead to a certain kind of 

action on the part of our people andour government, but which seemingly do not. 

The dominant issue in our world today, the issue which eclipses all others, 

is the issue between the East and the west, between the Free World and the 

Communist World. On thi• issue our people and our goverraent may take one or 

another position. Having taken a position, our people andour government should 

logically and consequential11' follow through with corresponding action ard 

conduct. Thus, it we belie-Ye - real:cy believe - that war With the Co•unist 



world is inevitable and inescapable and it is only a question of time - this 

year or next year or in five years - and we shall have war with the Conununist 

world, a war which of necessity rlll be vast and global and prolonged and or 

incalculable destructiveness, then it is clear, logically and consequentially, 

that we must go "all out• in swirt and thorough-going preparation for such a 

war. Our industry should at once be reconverted to defense purposes. Civilian 

needs sholild be pushed aside and in all cases priori\y should be given to mil

itary requirements. Military budgets should not be paRed, eacept in clear 

cases of waste, and taxes should be raised to finance complete rearmament in 

0 rder to insure victory. If this is our belief, that war is inevitable, then 

we mg.st seek allies all over the world, even among our former enemies, among 

the Francos and the Titos and the unregenerate Nazis, and equip them and finance 

them in the hope that they will tight side by side with us against our enemy. 

If that is our belief, then we must accept not only the mili'8,ry draft which we 

now have, but also Universal llilitary Training, which is now before Congress, 

and all other measures which otm military may deem necessary for the safety of 

0 ur country-. If that is our belief, then the inevitable rising inflation which 

is already upon us, the lowering of our standard ot living,:bl the return of 

rationing, the coming of austerities, should be :faced by us without complaint 

and without flinching. 

But if' we believe that war with the Communist world is not inevitable, 

not inescapable, and our public officials from the President of the United 

States and the secretary of' state down reassuringly tell us over and oTer again 

that such a war is not inevitable, and as all the political heads ot our allies 

in Europe tell us - in ether words, it we are not on the eve ot war, then many-
and 

ot the things which we have been doing/are planning to do see■ to be rather il-

logical, seem not to now trom our sincere belief, eeea rather to be dictated 

by contrary belief. Then many of the burdens which we are asswning, which we 



are asked to assume, which we are asking our allies to assi me, seem mmeces

sarily heav.,. 

Take, for example, the matter or universal Military Training, legislation 

of which is before Congress. When • plunged into the Ker ean War, we suddenly 

found ourselves unprepared. 1f1v' we were unprepared, no one seems to kno,r. No 

one is rilling to ass\lllle responsibility tor this unpreparedness. It is always 

easy to blame the American people tor everything that goes wrong. The military, 

of course, cannot be blamed. They are always blameelees and beyond reproach, 

and the Administration can allrays unload its responsibility upon the opposition 

party, so there is no one to blame but the American people. But the American 

people gave our government in the four years between 1947 to 19.50 over .56 

thousand millions of dollars for direct military outlay to keep us prepared. 

That money was spent - 56 billions ot dollars. lfhy then did we bog down so 

disastrously in a small-scale war, as the President called the police action. 

Well, we were unprepared after the Korean War, and so, to get ourselves 

prepared, we reactin.ted the draft for .four more years. we are putting millions 

of our people in uniform again and Congress bas been asked this year to appro

priate a sUll ot money for our milita17 almost equal to what was spent in the 

last four years. That aay all be necessary. That may all be necessary even 

if you believe that war is not inevitable. caution wruld point to the neces

sity of keeping ourselves armed and strong in this uncertain world. on the 

chance that our calculations may prove false. We have no quarrel with reason

able preparedneaa • But why' Universal Mill tary Training? How would a six-

aonth mill tary training or 18-year-olds and a subsequent 7t years in reserve -

how would that increase our military power? Such training will not give us a 

single adequately trained soldier for combat dut7. They rill not be available 

tor immediate service in case or war. They will have to be retrained from ti. 
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very beginning before they can be sent inte combat duty. How will Universal 

Military Training, which is ot couree peace-time consription - peace-time con

scription of tee~agera - how will that help us in the present emergency-? Is 

itintended to frighten the Communist world? Is it intended to show the nUlllber 

of people we have under arme, to over-awe Russia? 

Dr• Homer Rice Rainey, who had been very- active among the youth of our 

country, 1tl o is now President of' Stevens Colle .. , makes this apt observation, 

If' Russia is not frightened by the greatest navy in the world, 
by the greatest air force, by production capacity ten times 
greater toan her own, and· aghuge pile of atom bombs, is it 
possible that she is going to be frightened by a million boys 
drilling and marching around in camps? For every boy we can 
put into a training camp, Russia can put three or f'our, simply 
because she has that many more youths between 16 and 25 years 
of' age than we have. 

Does peace-time conscription ever prevent war? Europe bas had an experi

ence with peace-time conscription tor quite a number of generations, and E\lr

ope has never escaped war. Ie peace-t:1:me conscription essential f'or victo.,-

to a people in case of war? Great Britain and the Baited States never had 

peace-time conscription and they emerged victorious tran the wars which they 

teught. Wh1' should high school boys be taken from their homes, their normal 

environments, their schooling, and thrown into an envirorment of an army camp? 

Will this improve their citizenship or their morals? Is that the best place 

tor boys ot 18 years old? It is interesting to note that all the organi~ed 

. religious bodies of' ,America - Catholic, Protestant and Jewish alike - have been 

violently' opposed to the placing of our teen-agers in army camps. Archbishop 

Cushing of the Catholic Church said, •noes anybody seriously think thct the 

army is the best place for the physical, religious and ■oral training of cath

olic or arrr other JNrican youth? ' That is a strange doctrine tor America. 

It is a new idea for America, but it is not a new idea in the world. Thie idea 
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was tried in Italy. Mussolini ea.id that Universal Mill tar, Training woula 

give the youth or Ita~ the stamp of nobility. I ask it our young people 

should envy the rate o! Italian youth. Hitler said that compulsory military 

training would give each man a ground tor pride in his citizenship. I ask 

you what grounds for pride are left to the cheated youth of Berman;y .• 

The former president ot the Ulliversi ty ot Chicago, Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, 

says this about the prospect ot the possibility of educating our youth in army 

camps. He aaidt 

I was in the army from the age of 18 to the age of 20 and 
cannot reconmend it as a school of responsible citizenship. 
I came out lazier and more negligent than when I went in. 
I became an expert at cutting the corners and at the elab
orate kind of cheating to which privates .devote most of 
their time. The essence ot this is learning to look as 
though you are working when you are not, appearing to be 
obedient when you are not, and thinking up and putting 
over pretexts for avoiding any disa~eable task. In ad
dition I acquired a large vocabulary- of improper words. 

I admit that I had led a sheltered life, so that my 11111-
itary experiences came as a greater shock to me than 
aight have been the ease it I had not been the son of a 
Presbyterian minister who had become a professor. 

But I think it stands to reason that, though .free and in
dependent citizens make the best army, the army is not the 
best place to make free am independent citizens. The 
place for that is the educational system. If the system 
is not doing its job, let us reform it. Let us not delude 
ourselves into thinking that universal military training 
can do what the educational system ought to do• 

And what would be the cost of this universal military training, accordirg 

to the estimates ot its proponents - some !our billion dollars the first year, 

some two billion dollars every year thereafter - two thousand million dollars 

a year. We could tinance the education of two million American boya in school, 

in college, a year at a cost ot tl,000 each. 

. 
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One suspects that hehind the effort to rush through Congress at this time 

in this period of crisis, under the plea of national emergency, a measure 

which has nothing to do with our national emergency, which cannot help us in 

our national emergency, but which will inflict and pin down permanent peace

time conscription upon the youth of America, that this measure is intended to 

serve the interests of those groups and forces in America which would like to 

regiment .Allerican thought and militarize .AJD.erican life, a condition which is 

alien and abhorrent to the American spirit and to American tradition. It is 

intended to serve the interests of a vast and of a frightfully expanding mil

itary blreaucracywhise represnetatives are becoming increasingly prominent 

and influential in all the departments of our government - in the cabinet and 

the diplomatic service, and in other critical civilian areas ot our national 

lite. This is part ot a tendency, conscious or unconscious, to militarize 

America. 

And so, among the t hinge I cb not believe 1a is universal Military Train

ing. And if you do not believe in it as I ck> not believe in it, this is the 

time to make your belief and your opinion heard by your Congressman and your 

Senator, by government authorities so that, the voice of the American people 

may be heard in the legislative halls of Congress• 

And just as I do not believe in universal military training, I do not be

lieve that it is necessary for the security of our countr.r, which is not on 

the eve of war, and war is not inevitable, inescapable - I do not believe that 

it is necessary to remilitarize Ge nnal\Y' • I do not believe that Germany rill 

save our democratic civilization or that it will fight to defend :freedom in 

the world or that it rill willingly make the Fatherland the battleground for •he 

conflict between the FAst and west. 
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I believe that our rearmament of Germany is a colossal blunder of the 

first magnitude and can only serve either as a provocation to war with Russia, 

and if we want peace why should we provoke war, or it will lead to the rees

tablishment or Germany as the future arbiter of the Western world, certainly 

of Western Europe, a role which Gennany has always coveted. 

s,mner Welles, ·the former united States Undersecretary of state, and one 

or the keenest minds arxi one or the wisest heads in recent decades in govern

ment, wrote in his book, which I believe many of you have read, "Seven Deci

sions that Shaped Historyw, the following, 

If we are to be realistic, given the acute tension now ex
isting in our relations w:t th the Soviet Union, how can we 
tail to adnit that 8ll1' Russian goverment, even a govern
ment more pacific and conciliatory, 11Ust inevitably regard 
as a threat to Russian security our remarament of the 
country that in 1917 forced them to accept the shameful 
peace or Brest-Litovs~ and in 1941 invaded and ravaged . 
their homeland? 

Germany, when strong - and we 111 be making it strong - it will be Ge11J18.11Y 

arxl not the united States and not the North Atlantic Treaty Organizations which 

will decide where Germany wants to fight, when Germany wants to fight, and 

aga-nst whom Gennatl)" wants to fight. The formula which has been devised by us 

whereby German divisions will be absorbed within a European ~ and will fight 

under NATO orders, is a very naive formula. The German militar:is ts will see 
. 

to that, and the German militarists are coming back into power and we are help-

1ng them to come back into power. Germany has twice provoked war in our gener

ation and ravaged the world. It would be a major contribution to the peace of 

Europe and the peace of the world if Germa.ny were kept permanently demilitarized 

and neutral and united. It is impossible te continue indefinitely the artifi

cial separation of Germany between the Fiast and the West. This was our original 

and sound conviction after the second World War. secretary of state James F. 

Byrnes declared at Stuttgart in 1946s "It is not in the interest ot the Geraan 



• 

-8-

people or in the interest of world peace that Germany should become a pnn 

or a patner in a military struggle for power between the East and the West." 

That is correct, but our militar;y leaders, under the belief that war with the 

Soviet Union is inevitable although officially proclaiming that war with the 

Soviet Union is not inevitable, is escapable - our military leaders have now 

persuaded us that German soldiers are indispensable for the de.tense of Western 

E\lrope, that we need them. We told that to the German people - that we need 

them - and this is giving Germany rare, extraordinarily rare bar gaining power, 

and they are demanding and receiving .tran us concessions today, even when the 

German army is still on paper, still in the blue-print stage. They have al

raised the question of the Saar again; they are already talking about the re

storation of their lost provinces in the ~st. Now, we shall rebuild Germany; 

we shall rearm GermanyJ we shall pay the cost of the rearmament, and when tjae 

time comes, then we will need Germany, and the German government with the lfehr

macht again in the saddle will re-discover that popular German national refrain, 

"Deutschland uber alles" • They will fight for aermaey l They will fight to re

cover lost territory or lost prestigel They will not fight to establish free

dan and democracy in the world, and the unreconstructed Nazis among them, many 

of them who have already returned to key positions in Germany - they are now 

waiting and biding their time, and we are playing their game. 

We have tried to persuade ourselves and the rest of the world that all 

this is made necessary by the imminence of the Russian threat, which we say is 

not inevitable, and that this threat can be overcome only by the threat of an 

overwhelming force on our part, anduntil such time as we can contront Russia 

with this ovenrhellling force, all attempts at a settlement diplomatically are 

1'\ltile • 
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I do not believe it 1 I regard it as a tatal policy because such a point 

where we can confront the Soviet world with overwhelaing toree can never be 

reached, and somehow along the way this policy rill blow up in our race. 

The AJnerican Friends Service Committee, the Quakers, in the report which 

it prepared on the united States foreign policy recently, cal.led •steps to 

Peace", makes this pertinent observation, 

Indeed, we have reached a point in our international think
ing where aey aiggestion that we should sit down with other 
parties to a dispute and discuss the basis for settlement 
is certain to be branded by large sections of the press and 
public as a scheme to •11 out Ameriean interests. There 
1• nothing wrong with compromise as long as it is honorable. 
Indeed, it often materially advances a nation's long-term 
interests. 

Because I do not believe that war is inevitable, because I do not believe 

that the issue• between the East and the west - the real, the concrete, the 

specific, the definite issues, the ideological issues which cm never be 

solved - because I believe that the issues between the East and the West are 

not irreconcilable, because I do not believe that the t1'0 cannot live together 

in the same world, because i.f' they do not learn how to live in the sane world, 

there will be no world for any of us to live int I deplore the excess in our 

concentration on strength, military strength, physical strength, and the mini

mum of our concentration on diplomacy and statesmanship. I deplore that the 

Voice ot ,America is becoming the voice of hysterical propaganda and not the 

voice of reason and reasonableness, of confidence and not of fear andpanic • I 

deplore that -we are resorting to unnecessary measures to regiment and to mil-

1 tarize American lif'e. I deplore our blind eff'orts to re&r11 potentially the 

most dangerous toe to the peace in !Urope, a re-llilitarized Germany. I deplore 

our e trorta to assist, with our resources dictators ot the Right and or the i.tt 

in &irope and in Asia, toes ot our basic Jlllerican way ot lite, in the fond hope 

that they will co• to our aid when we have a showdown between the East and the 

West. 
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There are better and surer waya to save .t.reedom and democracy in the worm•. 

The best and sure st ways are not t~e ways of arms or reliance on the atomic bomb, 

for we ought to remember that Russian Conmrunism has made its great progress in 

recent years in the world without war and without arras. That•s the frightening 

thing a bout it all. The best and surest w.7 - I use the terms •ben and surest" -

they are absolutista, no guarantees, there are no certainties in this situation -

you have a belief and you try to tollow through logically, taking calculated 

risks in the pursuit of your conviction. The best and surest way to ease up 

the tensions in the world today is to initiate, first and foreaost, a program 

for disarmament. Two efforts were made at the United Nations during the last 

sessions in Paris. The program was proposed by the united Siiates and the West

ern powers, a program f'or progressive disarmament. Another program was pro-

posed by the Soviet Union. The basic idea underlying both of these proposals 

is the sound idea that ii' the world is ever to have peace, it must begin to 

disarm immediately because this desperate race for rearmament will ultimately 

explode into the third World war I It's bound to explode because this pace can

not be kept up indefinitely, either by us or by theml So tar, nothing has come 

of these proposals. I am afraid that the spirit in whidl these proposals wen, 

made by both groups was not of the friendliest kind, conducive to sitting down 

and talking things over reasonably. But a comis'sion is to be appointed, fur

ther to study these proposals. Herein lies the first constructive, positive 

move in the direction or the pacification or the world. 

To give it a chance of su.cce ss, we ought to surround it in a cl:im te ot 

good will, and not of hostility and suspicion and hatred. We ought to hope for 

it and pray for it and build for it and propagandize for it, and not to sneer 

at these proposalsm- they at ours and we at theirs. 
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And the eecond constructive way to ease up the tensions of the world and 

ultimately to defeat Communism - ultimately, not tomorrc,,r or the next decade 

or the next generation - we till have to think here in terms of cycles rather 

than or years or decades - the best and 9.1rest way ultimately to defeat Commun

ism is to remove those conditions which give the Communist propaganda in the 

world the prospect or success - remove as tar as we can~ that misery, that 

poverty, that hopelessness, that degradation which exists among more than ttwo

thirds of mankind today - the masses of the earth which have nothing to lose 

but something to gain through Communism. If we can twliick help them with our 

material and economic aid, by our technological knmr-how, by the personal ser

vice which leaders or our great democracy in every walk of life can give t• 

those peoples in an e .ffort to raise their standard of living, to improve their 

health conditions,to stamp out illiteracy, to give the rising generation among 

them who know there is sanething going on in the world, something isbappening -

to give them a chance that doors will open for them to newprospects and to 

brighter prospects, not by the hand of Stalin and Moscow, but by the hands ot 
.. 

the free peoples of the earth 1 We are not interested in exploiting them but 

in helping them. 

This is the second way constructively in which we can help to achieve whl t 

we most wish to achieve J namely, a tree and stable world society• But that is 

all predicated - these constructive measures and others - are all predicated on 

the idea, on the belief .that war is not inevitable, that war is not inescapable, 

that we are not on the eve of war, that there ia time calmly, deliberately, ooa

structive~ to work through these difficult problems to some kind of a satis

factory solution. If on the other hand, we permit ourselves to be panicked into 

the belief' that we are on the eve or war, that it will come in six months or in 

twelve months, then these considerations are pointless. Then everything our mil

itarists tell us to do, we should do, however distastetul they are• 
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I prefer to cling to rq belief. I hope you do, too. I hope the AJlleri

can people, which !1 the one people that can save the world today, will con

tinue to believe that the situation is not desperate, not hopeless, that there 

is the possibility of working out a more or less satisfactory solution which 

will not be altogether free trom tensions, but nevertheless, would enable the 

world to continue to rebuild its shattered life since the second World war, 

and to bring some kind of security and tranquility, hope, into the lives of 

our children, growing up in. a desperate world, in a frightful world, where t~y 

cannot think of tomorrow or plan for tomorrow, where they sort of feel that 

they ought to prepare themselves as cannon fodder. '!bese are the 1bings we 

ought mot to accept, we ought not to believe in. Rather., we ought to believe 

in the constructive and in the positive., in the hopeful things of the world. 
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Finally-perhap the most deci 1vc conscquenc e o 
• . . if we are to be reali tic gi en the a ·u te ten ion now . · 1 tmg in our 
relation · with the Soviet L nion, how an ,, fail to admit that an , Ru ·-
ian Government, ven a g-overnm nt more pa ifi and on iliator ', must 

inevitahl r g-arcl a. a threat to Ru · ·ian s urit our r armam nt of th 
country that in 1917 forced th ·m to a pt th hameful I a e of Br t-
Litov ·k and in 19,11 im aded and ravag d their hom land? 

umn r \Vcll •. form r l . . l n l ·r •er tar of State, in h i. book 
ev 11 D ci ion that Slltlpnl Hi ·tor., ( , • York 1931 ), I . 211 

.. ot only i thi polic <langerou l proYo " tiv . Th ri k it ·nt· il do n t 
offer u the promi of a table ·olution in ·cnnan '. It I ""'LY h d ,·hat 
i to virtualJ all G ·rman the o. I pi obl 1 1 faci no· th m: nil ol th two 
hal • of th ~ir countrq. .\ml thi. i • a p1 bl m fof u · a , .. 11, a. > or, C. 

Iar ·haII sajd wh n Seer tary of , tat : 



. tinuing and exhaustive effort to find, through 
mecnt~ which will minimi,c Lite tension? 

making a ··on-
' , w basi, of agr c-

• •• lndP.erf. we have reached a point in our international thinking where any suggestion that we should sit down with other parties to a dispute and discuss the hasis for settlement is certain to be branded by large 
sections of the press and the public as a scheme to sell out American interests ... . Then~ is nothinq wronq with compromise as long as it is 
honorable. Indeed it often materially advances a nation's long term interests. 

- Stt!J>s to Pn1ce (. \mcrican Friend-. Scnfrc Commillcc, 19'"1). Along with man authoritati 




