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WHERE JUDAISM mFFERS 

nr, That Men Are Not 19,ual 

ia-bruar.r 2 L. 19S2 

In my prerioue two discour•s in thia •riea on WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERS, I pointed 

out wherein Judaism dif'f'ered trom some of the religions and philosophies of mankind 

in its attitude towards man•s salT&tion and the enjo1JD9nt of lif'e. Thia morning I 

wish to disc\18a with you JudaiSll•s approach tot he subject or human equality. Here, 

as on the f'irat two subjects, Judaisa took a distinct and pioneering, and in many 

ways, a dittering and challenging poaition. 

Many people seem to assume today that most everybod7 today believes in human 

•quality. Thia, of' course, is not the case. Even anong those who do protea■ to be­

liew in it, there are eTer so many who f'ail to practice it. If' the acceptance of it 

were as universal as many seem to believe, there would not be so much ot bigotl7 and 

intolerance in our world, ao much of hate and contlict, so much or discrimination and 

aegregation. There would be no med tor a Brotherhood Week, such as we are cel.ebrat-

1ng this nek, to remind men of their essential equality and identity, and ot the 

importance of cooperating as equals tor the cODDDon good. 

We have but recently emerged from a world war against a toe whoee baaio philoso­

phy' was that men are not equalJ that there are superior and interior racesJ and that 

it is the right of the master race to rule and exploit all others. Fascist and Masi 

gover?1Dents and peoples proclaimed that race dif'terencea were as decisive as the dif­

ferences between species, that there are pure races and mongrel race■ , and that the 

mixture or races produces interior of'tapring. •All the human cultA.tre,• aid Hitler, 

"•11 the results ot art, science and technology that we aee before us today- are al­

most exclusively the creative product ot the Aryan." Accordin~, the German gonrn­

ment and people under Hitler set themselves up as the authorised repreaentatift ot 

this pure Aryan race, and proceeded to a military- conquest ot the world and to the 

extermination ot those races ot whoee biologic titne•• they did not &AJl90ft, and to 

the subjugation ot all others. 



4 

' 

The tact that science knows ot no pure race, and is not aware that the lllixture 

or races necessarily produces interior stock, did not deter thie •herren-volk" troll 

drenching the world in blood, and tran slaughtering millions ot •n, WOll8D and chil­

dren at the behest ot their perverted racialiBlle 

And it should be noted, dear triende, and with apprehension that the closing 

years ot the 19th century and the early decades or the 2oth centm-7, the aoat pro­

gressi Ye scientifically, the most adYanced period in huun history - that it ns ex­

act~ thaae years which witnessed a startling and neeping expansion ot these ideas 

of racial gradations and differences, ideas which people had come to think had been 

relegated to the forgotten lllllbo ot a dead and distant past. But awarent~ these 

ideas had not disappeared at all. They were yery auch aiw and active 1n the present. 

Oovernnents of great states were proclaiming tbea, philosophers were justitying them, 

rabble-rouaera were propagandizing th•, and the whole world nnt tow ar over them. 

And in spite or the defeat ot Na•iiem in Europe, these very ... ideas and doctrine■ 

of human inequality have again quite recently been proclaimed "7 an 1mportmt goTern­

ment, the government ot South Africa. 

But one need not go tar trom home or across the seas to find evidences ot it. 

we can SH 1 t in our own cine and poll tical , in our own • ocial and eeonom.c ~• 

here at home - and the7 tell quite a different stoey a bout our .AJDerican way ot lite 

trom the one which we would like the world to applaud and naulate. If everything 

were in order here, we would· not require P!PC legislation in our states, or measures 

in Congreaa to insure civil rights, which Congress has been reluctant to pass. 

How, the equali 't7 ot all •n was not only not accepted in the ancient world or 

in the medienl world, but it baa not been fully acc,pted in the modern world. lftn 

slanr;y, the grossest expression of hullan inequalit7, was not abolished. in our world 

until quite recentqJ in the British Fapire in 1833, in the miit.ed States in 1863, 

and it&ill exiata in practice even though legally prohibit.d in more than one count17 

in Asia and Africa. The 111.lliona ·ot Russian Nrta were not -ncipated until 1861. 
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Thus, the truths which the l'bunding Fathers ot our count-JT held to be aelt­

erldent, •that all men are created equal and that they are endand by their Creator 

with certain unalienable right■", were never really Nlt-evident to any important 

•ction of mankind at any time. on the contrary I They were supremely revolutionary 

ideas which had to tight their way in the world against ancient C\!stom and practices, 

against deeply rooted religious and metap}v'sical conceptions, against ve,Jted inter­

ests and power, against pNJl(!o-scientitic biologic theories, and all kinds ot ration­

alizations. And they are still disturbing and revolutionary ideas in our dq. 

The empire• and peoples ot antiquity, dear triema, were completely atratitied 

aochtiee. Take the cute eystea of India. It is near]Jr 3,000 years old. It prol>­

ably began when the A17an invaders conquered India and subjugated the indipnoua 
. 

population and reduced them to sl.aftl7. Conqueror and conquered belonged to ditterent 

races. Quite naturally, theretore, the conqueror asserted the superiority ot hie 

race, and the conquentd had to accept the status of an interior race. Then religion 

soon sanctioned this distincti on and renaled that theH dif'terencea were ordained at 

the wry beginning or things and were eternal, so that caste became religious custaa 

and religious law. Accordingly, Jnd1a denloped a caste syBtea in its most complete 

form on earth. From a basic tour-caste system ot priests and nobles, cul ti •tors and 

artisans and serts, it eoon proceeded by a process of fission to subdividie into eome 

800 caste■• The higher castes were compoeed, of couree, ot the elite, the prirllepd, 

the •twice born• • The lower castes were composed ot the oontainated ones, the •un­

touchables•. •A law caste man dared not touch or eftn approach a Brahman." lnd 

trom these bounds ot caste there is never aw eaoape. '?he cha• which Nparated •n 

was impasaable • To break these b ounda ot caste wae accounted aa the unpardonable ■in. 
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Buddhi8Dl which arose in India in the 6th cer:tU17 before the common era opposed 

thi e caste eystea and tried to teach a gospel of human e quali t7, but the caste sys­

tem has surrl.ved among the hundreds of millions ot Hindus to this day. 

Ancient Egypt showed tendences in thl same direction of caste, though not to the 

same extent. Greece, in its classical hey-day, in the 5th and 4th centuries before 

the common era, was racially sharply exclusive. The Greeks regarded themselves 

superior to other peoples whom they called •barbarians". Especially after the Per­

sian wars, when the Greeks defeated the greatest empire then known, did this feel­

ing of inherent superiority spread among them, and becau• they felt themselves to 

be superior, they claimed the rights over others peoples. Thus, the great Greek 

dramatist, Buripedes, declared1 "It accords with the .f'itneas of thi ngs that barbar­

ians should be subject to Drrke, for Freeks are tree men and barbarians are slave• 

by nature.• 

Both Plato and Aristotle, the two greatest minds of the ancient world, denied 

human equality and justitied human slavery, as originating in the very structure of 

the univarN. Plato encouraged a tetJling of contempt for s1Aves as a class, and 

Aristotle argueda "lther1 attirm that the rule of a master over slaves 11 contrary 

to nature, and that the distinction between slavery and tree men exists by l8w only, 

and not by natureJ being an interference with nat~ is, therefore, unjust. There 

is no difficulty in answering this question on grounds both ot reason and ot fact. 

Por that sC111e should rule and others be ruled is a thing not only necessary but ex­

-pedient J trom the hour of their birth sane are marked out tor subjects, others tor 

rule. Such a duality exists in living creatures but not in them onlyJ it originate• 

in the constitution of the universeJ ewn in things which have no lite there is a 

ruling principle as 1n musical harmony. It 111 clear that some men are by nature 

tr.• and othf•rs slaves, and that for these latter alavery is both expedient and right ••• 

The art of war is a natural art of acqui1it1on, tor it includes hunting, an art which 

n ought to practice a gainat wild beats, and against men who, though intended by natnre 

to be governed will not subllitJ for war or such a kf.nd is natural.17 just.• 
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Ancient Sparta divided it• population into three categorieaa oitisen•, Helots 

(serfs) and slaves. It was only later on in the Hellenistic Age, which Alexander the 

Great ushered in, that 1•, in the three oent,iriea preceding the common era, that in 

order to preserve a large araeco-Oriental empire, it bee•• necessary to tuae ll18ll7 

races and people• to create, as tar aa possible, a common culture - it was onq then 

that Greek exclusiwneea slowly gave wq to a borader and more tolerant view, to a 

greater COllllOpolitan outlook, andto the 1l1JDID8rtnga ot the conception ot the unit7 

ot manlcind. 

Ancient Rome divided its population into patriciana, plebiane, and slaves. or­

lllnikd tor war am continuously engaged in 'l.U- 1 it needed a large slave population 

to provide tood and to replace ita own citisena ltlo were -Y fighting, or tho• p~ 

ferred a lite ot idlenen at home. It has been t:sti•ted that in the beginning ot 

the common era, there were probab~ 20 million slaves in the Roman empire, three 

alavea to every tree inhabitant, am the master had the power of lif'e and death over 

the alavea irxl the right of torture. The harahnees ot their treatment ot the al.ans 

led not infrequently to bitter slaTit uprising• tll d rebellions, as waa the oaN with 

Eunus and Trypbo and Spartacua in Sicily in the tirat century before the common ei-a. 

It was not until later in the common era that an iaprovement aet in in the lot of the 

Roman slaqs, and that the law stepped in to give the slaves some measure ot protec­

tion, and it wae not until the days ot Claudius and caraculla in the third oenturr 

of the common era that the r.ight of oitisenahip was extended to all .tree •n in thl 

Roman empire. 

In the aiddle agee there wae widespread eertoom under feudalia, and a olas•i­

tied, rigid'.q stratified eociet7 in which nobleNn andprien po••••dpri vil.-p■ 

which were denied to the peaante and the eert■• 
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When the middh classes began 1D emerge in &.rope in the l7th and 18th century, 

with the emergence of modern capitali•, they reached out for a new theory to justit7 

their claim, to equality with the other privileged estates, and to free than trom 

feudal and clerical and monarchical restrictions, and they found this theory in what 

has come to be known as "Natural Rights•, a theory ao ab]J' propounded by the English­

man, John I,ocke• and by the FNnchnan, Jean Jacques Rousseau. According to thi• 

theory ot natural rights, no one ohs possessed rights on the basis of etatus. Human 

rights were rooted 1n the very nature of man• All men possessed these ~ghta unalien­

ably, by virtue of their humanity. All men were therefore equal. There is no hier­

archy of political privilege. These ideas played a powertul role in the American 

Revolution and in the French Revolution. 

But - and this is important to remember - while this principle of natural righta 

was held to be universrl 1n its application, actaal.].Y, it was severely restricted. 

For example, even among those who signed the Declar ti.on of Independence, which 

Nid that "we hold these truths to be self1vident, that all men are created equal", 

there were those who owned slaves and felt no ideologic contradiction in the proclam­

ation in the idea or natural rights and in their practice of holding alavaa, because 

in the vary centuries when the middle classes were emerging to pow9r in the ir~ern 

world, colon:lali1111 was also developing, and colonialism went band in hard with human 

sl&var,y. • And to justily the ensl&ftlDent ot huun beings and the denial to them ot 

these natural rights which the white man proclaimed as being ••lt-eviden'\• and in­

herent to the very structure of society, the theory was propounded or revived that 

the raoes whom the white an was exploiting na not in the Slllle oatego17 at all with 

the white race. They •re biological~ inferior, almoat as it they belonged to n­

other apecies, tor whom the natural right• wre never intended. It was maintained, 

as Plato and Aristotle did among the ancient Oreeka, that tbare are MD who bf nature 

are rr.., and tho• who b7 nature are slave , and the toraer are to be treated as 

end• in themeelna, but the latter only aa means, aa inatnaents are treated or as 

beasts of burden are treated. 



• 

• -7-

The point that I am endeavoring to make is that the idea ot hU11an equality 1• 

a ftr)" revolutionary idea in aociet;y, not at all general.q accepted e itherin ancient 

timee or mediew.l times or modern times. Row, Judaism challenged all the caste ide-

01ogiee ot the ancient world. Judaia challenged the racial exclusiftneea ot thl 

Greeka. Judai.• rejected all apologetics tor elaftry am war. J'Udai• recognised no 

caste, knew ot no •untouchables•, proclaimed one law tor the native-born nd tar thl 

stranpr, limited the term ot eervice ot a Hebrew servant to six years, and in all 

ways taught the taithtu.l to respect the soul of the stranger, •not to oppresa him or 

wrong h1JI tor ye were strangers in the land ot Egypt.• 

There is, ot couree, no clear injunction in the Bible against slaw17. Judai• 

any more than Christianity did not at the outset denounce al.awry as 111ch and demam 

its abolition. It was too indurate a part ot the universal eocial. system, too much 

ingrained in the way or life and in the accepted culture ot the day. Ro trontal at­

tack upon the institution •s as yet possible. But J'Udai1111 never approved ot it or 

justified it or advocated it, or proclaimed itm a law ot 00d or ot nature, as did 

Plato and n-istotle. In every way it eought to lllitigate its evils and sort.en its 

harshness. Thus, tor example, Jewish law required that a slave who suffered bod~ 

injU1"7 at the band ot his master must torth:wi th be aet free. In place ot contempt 

tor the slave, it called tor genuim sympathy. It encouraged the emancipation ot in­

dividual slaves and the redemption of captives. 

The prophet Jereaiah, you may recall, brought the word ot Ood to ting 7.edeldah 

after the latter had made a cownant w1. th all the people to a et their 1lafta tree, 

bit atternrde had turned and brought thaa lack into subjection. The prophet uid, 

"Therefore, thus Ai th the Lord 1 Ye have not hearkened unto lie, to proclaim liberty, 

enry •n to his brother, behold, I proclaim tor you a liberty, •1th the Lord, unto 

the arord, unto the pestilence and unto the .tae1ne J and I w111 uke you a horror unto 

all the ld.ngdane of the earth.• 
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Judaism waa aware ot the moral corruption 'hf'th to master and slave which slavery 

lrings to pass, and warned against it. And ot couree, i n the sight ot Israel'• Ood, 

there was neither na eter nor slave, but equal. human beings, children all ot the One 

Ood1 the Father ot all. 

Juda18D\1 my friends, is an exalted code ot moral conduct, and at the root or 

all morals must be a sens of human dignity. aal Otherwise, there can be no moral­

ity. Judaism proclaimed that man was made in the imPge ot God, every man, all Mn. 

In the creation of Adam, the f'irst man, reads one ot the legends of the Rabbi•, God 

took dust from the four c oniers of the • arth, and the dust was or vari oue colors -

red and black and white - to indicate the essential unity ot all mankind. All men 

are in one man, andthe one man refiects the image ot the one Ood. Qod created only 

one Adam eo that in the tuture, say the Rabbis, no one will be able to say, I come 

tram better stock than you do. 

Men ditter, ot course, in their physical a ndiri their mental equipnent, but not 

in their essential humanity. MatDlla differs in t h ir backgrounds, their aptitudes, 

their opportunities, but not in any crganio senae, not with refer nee to any hier­

archy 0£ etatua or privilege. 

Thus, £or example, the Jewish people, through its teachers and ••r• - Abraham, 

Moses and the great host ot prophets - gave mankind its first vision of the one spir'­

itual Ood and the high ethical principles 0£ justice and love and brotherhood and 

peace. They had enry right to teel themaelvea in some way 8\lperior. Yet, this did 

not con£er aey special privileges upon tbell, only special duties and responsibilities 

which go with the role ot 1117 leadership in the world. Tbe;y were not dloeen tor taYOre, 

but tor difficult taak1. 'ftle prophet .Amoe made that U11111stakabq clear to the people 

ot hie day. "Ab you not aa the children of Ethiopia unto Ke, O children ot Israel, 

aith the Lord. I brought Israel out ot lgypt• but I alao brought the Philistines 

tr011 C&phtor and the S)'rian• tram nr.• Now, the Pbillstinea and the Syrian• nre 
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the traditional enemies of Israel. The Ethiopians were generally despised. Never­

theless, the great porphet tell• his people that Yahweh is also the God of the• 

other nations, that He guides their destinies also, and that in His sight, thc\v and 

Israel are all alike. What a sharp contrast this view of the Jewish prophet Amo• 

is that of the Greek philosophers who divided and ..- eeparated ~ nations of tbs 

earth into superior Greeks on the one ham, and interior barbarians on the other l 

The prophet Jonah thought that his missl. on or salvation waa intended only for 

Jews. When God sent him to the eintul city of the heathena, the city of Ninewh, a 

city and a people feared and hated by the Jews, with a warning to them in order that 

the city and its inhabit.um• might be saved, Jonah fled to Tarshish, but God brought 

him back to his mission - God brought him back to the insight that six score thouaand 

men and woman ot Nineveh that cannot discem between right and wrong were also God's 

children and deeening of Hie forgiveness and "t Hi• love. God is the God ot all 

nations l "My house shall be called a houae ot pray r tor all peoples." 

Merit, worth, greatness must be earned and y be forfeited. They are not in-

1 tially bestowed nor f'orever secure to any nation, to any race, to any group, to nny 

individual by nature or by nature•• God. •A non-Jew who studies and practices the 

teachings of the Torah is like unto the High Priest in the Temple,11 declared the fa­

mous Rabbi Meir. And another Rabbi deol.areda •Ood aaith1 I call heaven md earth 

to witness, whether it be Jew or Gentile, man or w<>Jjan, slave or free, according to 

their deserts, according to their merit, will the spirit of God rest upon them.• 
Paul•s 

Th5 a recalls/ great preachment. "There is neither Jn nor Greek, neither bond 

nor tne, neither male nor female, tor ye are all one in Christ Je8U8.• Christianit,, 

the daughter-religion of Judaimn, taught the Jewish doctrine of the lcmt of JD8Jl m d 

the unity of aanld.nd, and not the pagan doctrine of the glory of race. To the Athe~ 

iana, Paul declareda •The God that made the world and all the nations therein •• • 

hath made ot one blood all nations of :nan t,o dwell on the tace of the earth." 
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lfy dear triende, there were no •twice-born•. privileged Brallllins in ancient 

Israel. )loses pr~da "lfOuld that all the people ot the Lord were proph ta.• n 

the priests, who• function it was to attend to the sanctuary and to teach the law 

to the people, when they tended to become an arietocraey, and allocate to themeelvea 

special privileges, the prophets denounced them nni.ndly, and in later centuri e, the 

lay teachers, the Phari•ic Rabbis revolted and curbed their powers and their pre­

rogativea. They declared that all the lawa of' priestly purity were applicable also 

to all laymen. Fran their long nomadic experience prior to their entrance into 

Caman, fran their many. many centuries of wanderings in the wilderness as nomadic 

tribes where no sharp class distinctions ever existed, the ,Tews carried over with 

them to their aettled lif'e in Palestine a lot or tl'eedom and a lot or equality which 

surviwd through all the subsequent centuries. They•re thetirat to procla1Jn thia 

doctrine ot human equality in the wor~ Israel ne r. tolerated the despotic abso­

lllte rule which w so characteristic of ancient, aiatic monarcba. The Kings ot 

Israel were subject to the la of the Torah, which harply circuucribed their au­

thority, and they were subject al o to the eurYeillance and frequently to the conda­

nation ot the prophet• when the lings tranegre■aed the moral law• Saul and D&Tid and 

Ahab and ?Atdeld.ah and other kings telt the sharp lash or the prophets• rebub time 

and again. There were no God-Kin s in 1 srael• as there were in Egypt and in other 

countiree. No sacrificee were ever offered t,o the images of •perora ib Israel. 

All olaeees - ling, priest. nobleman, COll'IIIIOner - all were subjeet to the aame 

moral law of Ood. And it is this univeraal law of God which obliterates tho• ilbt 

distances. tho e alienating proscriptions which men, races and aocieties eet up o 

.frequently in ordttr to insure tor themaelwa special privileges and 8\lperior statua. 

And it is thie law or justice• love, treedom and equality which .Judaian tirat pro­

claimed to the world• which• it ie our taith, will ultimAtel;y triUllph in the world. 

The road ot its J111X progreaabas been and will continue to be terribly di.tficult. 

There will be marJ7 road-blocka. Thia ideal will be violent]1' reaiated andoppo■-d 
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as it has been all through the ages. It will sutler checks and set-backs, a it has 

in our own day. But as God Uvea, it is destined to tri\11.ph in the end, giving in 

the end and at long last to all men that which they need most tor the tulle st and the 

happiest realization or their livee and their powers - equality, equality before the 

lawJ equal administration of justice J political equality, universal s1ttrage and 

truly representative govermentJ equality ot oppo~ty with careers opens to tal­

ent and to the honest worker, regardleaa of his creed or hie race or his colorJ and 

finally, aocial equality, where all men will be regarded aa members of one tan117, 

brothers - when that time comes, the mias·on ot JUda!sm will have been tultilled. 

When that time comes, nations "Will beat their arorda into ploughabarea•J when th,t 

time comes, men will live in Ncttrity, everyone under his vine and under hie tig 

tree, and none will make him afraid. Whan that time comes - "On that, day the IPrd 

shall be One and His name aball be one, and mankind shall be one.• 
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