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A OREA T AGE AND A FRIGHTENED AMERICA 

April 6, 1952 

My dear friendsl ~s age in whichw e live is a truly great age, one of 

the greatest in human history. We are too near our times properly to appraise them. 

One requires distance in order to see great objects in their proper perspective. 

e are too much involvefurselves in the turmoil and the f'ears, the conf'licts and 

the passions, of our day to be able to see objectively the amazing new pattern of 

~~~i~. 
life which <MP ~•h age is eyoJviag. In a generation or two, when mankind 
~i~ ~ 
~1 have entered quieter waters, Jlher} a period of consolidation,- a f)CI lod of 

<;J:)[llt.a] ~ ZAjj.ian, :w;iJJ CQIIMI "l,o pass 11:ft<i l'liltrolla,r f his dynami~s': BU. 

age e£ .£Arment aqd of.-.! evolationuy ehAa~ee = I say, ifl a geReNibioA oi: wo men
~~ 
.kiad" will be able to look back upon this age of ours and evaluate it properly• e¥Al-

JJRte tbi s age :wluoh he.s filled the hearts of so many people with app:rehension and 

wtth darkest forelagda11ge. A-u. &w w ,'Tl;. cto: ... ,k ?-,. ~ ~ 
Many people today/\,(re qiilte pessimisticabout this era in which we live. 

They are quick to describe it as materialistic, as- an::age wW.1~ lacking in 

~ 
idealism,..., &R ai.m]e ss and« purpose? ■s ■ se, an age which is drifting helplessly 

~ "~~. 
to eeme maroicfubl.e-= aby ~ te- some dreadful d&.¥ of reckoning,"cia, of wx ath, a day 

of treuble aod ciisU"eBS", as "1iM-.. prophet Zepbani.ib wouJ d deeeFibe ½'b. 

~~s mood,_thle ~esiiatetie meefi is prevalent not alone a100n';~ 
I' 

gious leaders o.r moral b,acb~s. •ho having despaixed or this wor.H in which we 

live toda1' and of the possihiliqr ef ever oorreeting its e'lils, of :£iAding au even 

keel for this s+.orm=teeeed ehi13 - they have tur'ned their hopes away t.t'Om any idla 

of peasib)e human prne;ress te othex-wozlilinosa, to iQme kind of Spiritual escapism. 

!-"'Qr, this mood is prevalent not alone ~~~ z,eligi~ c~i:s!~~j,a~o~i~ 

laymen in all wallm of life. There is a ~'"'"of cr+sis abroad i~~ur rl,d .~Meir 
(;. tl,~ ~vvu.,/~, ~ ~ 

talk of economic collapse, of • e'iher world war, V AfhePe ~n of 

aen., RRQ oe:r::ta1nJ,- wha~ wa see every day a bout us of' these feverish preparations 
... 
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for war, of the violent recr inations and the veiled threats hurled by one pa~ 

of the worli agai nst the other, of the failure of e very attempt, one after '1 other, 

to come to some kin of an understanding on any issue which is calculated to re-

s in the world - what one sees everyday of t~ incr asing number 
/ 

of eruptin political incidents and the)'-8-nger zones all over t~globe - I say that 

all t help but feed a mood4' depression and pess~. 

There are -tCJ w: 4op who&~ t~ ;~1o;'~ '/:at~ M 
J.-J.,,.U..LW"-'-..,,_...,-d:~ a great age,. .is P~~ grave c&ncern aboiit • all that 

is happening ~'ltf ~ is in 11'¥ m;;i,M no reason at alr for depression or 

despair. Great things are coming to pasJi n our day. I am _not r~e~ing to the new le-

worlds which science is Mscovering foI menkin~, ~ the new s6urces of power and ~ 
(' ~v~ T -tL. \A,ty) t..t> .. ..-,~ ~'4 ~~"'o,m,., 

~ ~ ~ 
enet gy Mid weal th, ,j,a- the new a:ga Pe ,uiatiofl&lo/ methods of production -aRa distribu-

' 
tion1a.i tran~portation and co~\ll'lication.a-tt o•e• t~rld•n I am not referrtdg 

a...o.,.r;~ !JLJJT ... ~ (.A,,\ 7it ~ ~ 4c,,'~ ~ et -f\M.,. 4-o l.Af\~ 
to the gpea~ ~iSCOJ_bI ~S~lRaQA tena ;te;, :fmprovaethe health of the human 

~~--tJ~~('-, !:~..,./ "'°"' 
race and ,prDlN<lrtrmmtn 1~ I am no'kra.£.an:ing t o the marvels of engineerin~ 

1' ~ 
the miracles of constructi~on ll~ov:er the globe. There are too~oo apP,ar--

~'l'f'\4-i~ ~ ~ • ~"1ft- ~ ,l •• ~ ... .... Goa•· ""~ ~ ,k>•<.J ·~ 
rent to cialtre. ~cl'~• r!ti ons ofLall kir!!iei a-,&0~r9,.a in our ~ 

that they no longer ockn P:ijE ~d comment":Oroa pae!iie• We take it all in our 

stride - the flying age, the television age, the atomic age - and what next? The 

inter-planetary age, perhaps. Certainly, man is ac~e~~-our day in the sci-
cU.,(.•~ ~o, . 

entif"ic fields more in a ~ear than in a 100 years in tne p in a -.bole oyole et-

-catbay, t~ ~~P,.~ o€ our age as a great ak-'El5;0 a~c:{progress,o-, ~ 
in terms 

/' 
of human advancement, ; iftl..e e6 civilization. More is being cbne in our 

day ~ the eounuou man a,rl tot• the average mm,-, for the improvement of the conditions 

of ~lif,..ro;~i: ~:7sing of his s_tandard of living, for his health, for his edu
/'--

cation., for his protection against the disabilities or sickness~ unemployment 8'l d 

~ 
old age, than in any generation, in aey :five generations in the past. Never was as 
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DJ tL 
much thought given to the irKi~~al, ~ the common man, never were governments so 

much concerned wit~impro~ ~-~ ,:1111111110 man - of' the masses, -::l-=:a11~...

of tho§e v.i st 91gmeB1'.! of ht21D!tflity whe in =bhe p&st wel"&- the forgotten 
v~,~~ 

, 
/\ 

own-trodden, who lived in.,,unspeilcable poverty .Md 
c'V'v, ~ WJ't ' I 

ignorance and 

pr..onng tne lot ef ~M+, common men ae in o:\A" ~. Never was so much social legis

lation -- indtte•r:l:al-j- ag:qkfA:J~d to protect the working man, 11• J!!11 oilleet t"tie 

Jabor&l'.,- to pretlc::. the child, .J:J;w pm t t women in industry, as in our day. Never 

were more determined efforts made to bring about a fairer sharin of the wealth -a.a.I. 

V V) 
-+,he ~eeEie wlrl:eb &Pe bei~ produced, to make educa on available to all men__..-

Never have the submerged races and peoples of Asia and Africa and of other 

parts of' the earth, who fez.f}x._M.ess centuries~ under foreign ar na,;tive J ....,I. t, 
k-\L_ ~M .. ~IM(J\/,A~~~ ~f> 

0 
tyranny a,qd despoiim A9:qp he•e i,he,. risen ~Mftd eRa ~cheve-.;_ ii a ,:., 

~ ~ aehtt:11,A_ ,, 
(large measure0~edom and •~ination as in our age. Dnperialism and col-

~'~ ~ ,h..'ft; - ' 
onialism hair& :eceived their deat>¥-9lew: in ottr day. Backward peoples are pressing 

forward into the light of' a new day for tfte1u1e1¥N, and the~ ;,f£. wha;l;e 

A<ae &Rli His 1al:e u"(:r Lhe dark races of' the earth is rapidly drawing to a close.@ 

i1411b I cb not wish to cwerdr~icture. I am not suggesting that our 

age is ~ we,= ~ achieving an idyllic • • I do not wish to suggest that we 

still underprivileged and disadvantaged. There is no country on earth eRil~ is al

together free .from class ~, .from bigotry, ~m intolerance, from slums~~ 

,t.Re- poverty. --rnJ/t will take centures, not decades or generations,· bwt eeMvMta 

before all the peoples of the world will possess what some of the most favored 

today/ /JIJ w-W- £k) ~Jt. ~ 



.. 

. 

~~we~~~ ~-t ~ t ~irL 
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~-P,e important thing to~is not whether we are on the eve of 

tmillenilDII, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of the 

goad SGGi&±vr~ o~ tt.e hoped-for good society, or away ft-om it. Is our age breaking 

chains eM Pemer1iag ehaelclee .fltem mea .aad uet,igRe-> or not? Is our age removing 

barriers, or not? l-e it extending +,be oppor:t.\lftitles of e dt2.ea.tieni Is it -ap•MDt:

&iael;i,,< ... rying to eradicate ~rt~raise the standard of living+- all 

peoples, regardless of race or color or cread? Is it trying to satisfy the legit

imate ~~ .. SA~~d independence? Is it trying to organize the 
(' 

world for peace and for international cooperation~!" "bM eonunon good? I believe 
' ~ 

that in all the=~ctions, in aJJtbe&e JD/il~or treAds, ..wbica are signi£ieanirand ,.. 
determil:lant, our age has given evidence of gre11i.J~r;n~~1.c~~ 

It is movt( in the rig t direction. fhe concern with the ~islit• e,f mall -

v-~-r sti ~ C,y\..V,~ ""'-~- that the eoncem with t&e ... 

x:ights of tbe burnao he1ne, a& e.ol:l,. has not been limited to the governments of the 

:free and democratic countries alone. Communism, too, regardless oft~ ,.... T ~ ~o::~nd of which we do not approve, has made the improvement of the ~ 
l.a!..or the b>.mi~ ;ee±ng its chief concern. -aM its se.ttle e;iy. The evils which it 

°" has wrought in the employment of "bile wrong method of progress should not blind tm 

to the posjtji,e good which it~ achieved for the masses ~he Russian peo~les _ 

~tsuuc:!:n'~{f""tlaisingJthe:W- ste.ndard of fliving, which ~~ 
tur'e~\u.§Q, tbem 1' czar st despotism. 

What has created the ~f,e:.isis n our pa~s noithat our age is not 

making progress, but the conflict ~~~tH~ the methodSof ..nn!llll progress. It is a 
/1 

crisis of method - the democratic method #Qr human aawu,eeme~ as against the methcxi 

of dictatorship. Each h claims to be the best a~kest D 1'i., 

~ablishing the good society; -tllmb is 1,o 8&;r1 of -=i~ng TrfMt-.ee.BL...J-'>,ZW,J;,,J,.j~,r

r life not for any one class or a:i, &Qa. group, for for all men. The 

have in mind are practically the same. Their social idealisn is practically the same. 
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The conflict is really not one of ideology, but one of methodology. 

But it is a dangerous conflict, and it is tearing our world apart• ~J.t 

~~ '~bO~t, d ._ 
is this crisis of method thltt has filled the minds of men t~~ ~ 

~ •:-l:~yf,13!.C~ as if we were approaching some _srn, soma .fatal ae,:ee. 

MQw-1 Jr way; cQuld be found which would penni t both of these contrasting 

methods to prove themselves j n action1 to work themselves ~in their respective 
~ ~,~l,#.-."'" 

spheres and countries, without trying to destroy orle~not'he 1 human progress would 

be tremendously accelerated, the rich promise c£ our day would be realized, arxi a 

new mood of opt:illlism would infuse the hearts of men. 

-ttJ ~ ~t has been my conviction that such ways can be found, and it, ie 'bite 

C-0:......-
t,e;:,k &i- inspired statesmanship 1 n our day i4ie find them. If Communisn were 

1
like 

~ 4-1~ 
Fascism and Nazism, connni. tted to human inequalityJ if Communism we.re eolBlffitt»eEl ~ 

~ " ~t 4-f·ue.1 ~ ,J) -· itt 
'bhe CI ee~iiR 0~ a society ,ef tske elite... of super-men who would -3::rre eff -t'hPiu 

t-
tJ;LlQO tbe s,~na;tio:n: and the exploitation of the lower class of society whie'h ia -

basio to the philosoj?hY of rasci5PIJ if Communisn ~ did :,&.aeiM ,uid Ne:mism, -

to ~t~hrone or>.e superi~ ov;::-1 others and to c!omina:~,,_&~\~and to4-

enslave r extenninate all otoors Neco 11Rl1Qb taey regarded as inferior; if iJ 
7, \ .. fT.l~"'J f. 

69IBlftUl'lism were ~a to the ss!vals sffli traditions of militarism and the ideal-

ization of war, as?~ .__--~-- , then no2-!1Y....'A~~-possibly be found to 

enable the• two systems-/' er for lon world. 

But these are not the ideals of Communism. They a re not found in their 

texts and in their official scriptures, they are not taught to their youth, they are 

not propagated in their press or in their literature. They abhor these conceptions 

quite as much as we do. 

i:herelGN, I •~ tllat }nasuch.ts their basic ethical ideals~ 

t,he status and the destiny of 'hhe indlold.-1 man,~ more or less ~ common it> 
deeab1 ine e.11a teagaiBg of both of these systems, way can be found,--•Ae~Ja :Se fouAd 

which would make it possible for them to live and to work out their destinies in the 
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• The Black Silence of Fear 

aken ,; EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

very 

ters, 

ding 
nlng 
adl-

OF 

HON.THOMASJ.LANE 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 1952 

Mr. Lane. Mr. Speaker, under leave 
to extend my remarks, I wish to include 
the following article from the January 
13, 1952, issue of the New York Times 
magazine, by Wi iam O. 09µ.Jtl_as, an 4s
sociate Justice of the ru ed States Su• 
p ~me Court: 

THE BLACK SILENCE OF FEAR 

(By William O. Douglas) 
There ls an omnlous trend 1n this Nation. 

We are developing tolerance only for the 
rthodox point of view on world affairs, In

tolerance for new or different approaches. 
rthodoxy normally bas stood ln the patl}. 

c ange. Orthodoxy was always the strong~ 
h d of the status quo, the ene 1' of n 
1dc -at least new ideas thn ere distnrb-
1ng. He who wa wedde(i to the or odox 
view as Isolated from the challe of new 
facts. 

The mocraUc way of life ejects stand
ardlz d ou t. It reject.!!~ orthodoxy. It 
wants the ullest and fre discussion, with
in pc ful lmlts, or e.ll public Issues. It 
en rages c stant- search for truth at the 
periphery or k'no1' ldge. 

We as a people have probably never lived 
up to that standard 1n any of our communi
ties. But It has been an Ideal toward which 
most of our communities have strived. We 
have over the years swung from tolerance to 
intolerance and back again. There have 
br:en eras of intolerance when the views or 
minorities h ave been suppressed. But there 

.) 
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There are those who are deeply opposed, 

m any or whom put that issue beyond the 
pale or discussion. There are even some who 
make the crucial test of one's loyalty or 
sanity his acceptance or rejection of our 
present policy tQward Asia. 

The question ot our Asian policy Ulustrates 
the need for a. wide range of tree public dis• 
cussion. Asia poses probably the most criti• 
cal issues of the day. Certain tt is that 1! 
Asia, like China. ls swept tnto the politl al 
orbit or Soviet Russia, the Soviets wm then 
command or be able to immob111ze the bulk 
o! the people or the world, the bulk o! the 
wealth ot the world. 

If that h appens, it 1s doubtful 1f we, with 
all our atomic bombs, could even win a. war. 

_ .,..._ _ _ _ The great danger o! this period ls not in• 
fiatlon, nor the na t ional debt, nor atomic 
warfare. The great, the crl ical danger is 
that we wm so limit or narrow the range or 
permissible di cusston and permi lble 
thought that we will become victims or the 
orthodox school. If e do, we will lose flexi• 
billty. We will lo e the capacity for expert 
management. We will then become w ddcd 
to a few techniques, to a few devices. They 
will define our policy and at the same tlme 
limit our abllity to alter or modity It. Once 
we narrow the range or thought and discus• 
Bion, we will surrender a great deal or our 
power. We will become like the man on the 
toboggan who can ride it but who can neither 
ateer it nor stop it. 

The mind or man must always be tree. 
The strong society ls one that sanctions and 
encourages freedom or thought and expres. 
sion. Where there ts that freedom, a nation 
has resiliency and adaptab111ty. When free. 
dom or expression 1s supreme, a nation will 
keep its balance and stability. 

Our real power ls our spiritual strength, 
and that apirltual strength stems rrom our 
civtl liberties. If we are true to our tradi
tion11, If we are tolerant of a whole market 
place of ideas, we will always be strong. Our 
weakness grows when we become intolerant 
cf opposing ldeas, depart from ou.r standards 
cf c1v11 llbert1es, and borrow the pollceman'a 
philosophy from the enemy we detest. 

That bas been the dJrection or our drift. 
I t 1B dangerou.s to the morale of our people; 
It ls destructive to the influence and prestige 
cf our country; it ia depriving us of our 

, much or our lnventlve genius. 

ns 
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e avior of states. In 
doing so, it forgets the limitations on the 
effectiveness of military coalition .... We 
see that the legalistic approach is closely 
identified with the concept of total war 
and total victory, and the manifestations 
of the one spill over only too asily into 
the manifestations of Attd the 
c~··~·~..,~ o a war is something we would 
all do well to think about a little in these 
troubled times. . .. It is not only a ques
tion now of the desirability of this con
cept; it is a question of its feasibility. 
. . . In a sense, there is not total victory 
short of genocide, unless it be a victory 
over the minds of men. But the total 
military victories are rarely victories over 
the minds of men. . . . I am frank to say 
that I think there is no more dangerous 
delusion, none that bas done us a greater 
disservice in the past or that threatens to 
do us a greater disservice in the future 
than the concept of total victory (pp. 99-
102). 

The dichotomy between "interna
tional morality" and "national interest" 
i not the fruit of moral or mental con
fusion. It is an inescapable imperative 
of effective political action in every sys
tem of sovereignties in which statesmen 
mu t be concerned with calculations of 
power while moralists and laymen, be
witched with the legal fiction that 
"states" are "persons," are no less con
cerned with the precepts of ethics. Since 
other powers feeling them elves threat
ened by an expanding power will at 

• 




