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11:u:R. PRF.SIDEN'l"' 

May 18, 1952 

MY dear friendst The office or the Presidency of the United state• is the most 

important office in the world today. The President of the united states is head, not 

a figure-head, but head of the richest and most power!'ul. country on earth. The Chief 

Executive of a government which directs the political and the economic and the social 

forces of more than 150 millions of people, and which because of its influence on the 

international scene, affects the fortunes of many hum.reds of millions more of human 

beings. 

While the Pfesident possesses no absolute power, as does a dictator, he possesses 

nevertheless tremendous power, far greater than any king or prime minister in any 

constitutional government on earth. Therefore, anyone who occupies this very important 

office is by virtue of this very occupalJT a very important person, regardless of whether 

intrinsically he is a great man or not. And whatever is said by him and whatever sh! ds 

light on him or serves to reveal or interpret him is of importance. 

Mr. Truman is today the President of the united states, the 32nd or the 33rd to 

occupy that exalted office. He has been President since the death of President Roose

velt and he will remain in his present office at least until January 1953. 

Now, great historic events at home and abroad have taken place during his admin

istration and he played a key role in these events. The close of his administration 

may witness equally important events. Anything., therefore, which Mr. Truman chooses 

to say a bout himself, about his beliefs., his plans, his estint.e of the present si tua

tion, hisoutlook for the future - anything which he chooses to reveals holds great 

interest not only for the American people, but for the whole world. 

Not, many Presidents have chosen during their term of office - or for that matter, 

even after their term of office - t~ speak so .frankly and so freely and with such 

little inhibition about themselves as Mr. Truman does in thie recent book called •Mr. 

President"., which his .friend, W'illiam Hillman, the White House com-espondent of the 
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Mutual Broadcasting System, has written about him. This book, "Mr• President•, is 

neither biography nor autobiograpb;y, but it is a sort of a guided tour, if you will, 

not through the White House, but through the man who occupies the White House• LOok

ing into this book is like looking into a fanily albllll, or better still, like turni~ 

the pages of a scrap book, the scrap book of the President of the united states. Mr. 

Truman made available to Mr. Hillman, the author of this book, his diaries, letters, 

nrivate papers, many notes which he himself wrote for his own personal files, and gave 

hiJ!l a series of interviews, and out of these Mr. Hi11Jnan has constructed this book, 

three-fourths of which is in Mr. Truman's own words. Of course, many private papers 

could not be used, could not be made available to Mr. Hillman for state reasons or 

security reasons or other reasons, and the diaries he used are limited to the end of 

1919, but enough is brought together here to illtm1iae and sharply to delineate not an 

1nvolved personality, not a complex personality, but to use Mr. Hillman•s own words, 

na man of simple tastes and fierce convictions andopinions and old-fashioned senti

ments and forw·rd-looking social liberalism". This man, therefore, whose hand has 

been on the rudder of the ship of state of our country in one of the most turbulent 

and critical times in human histoJY. 

This handsome volume is profusely illustrated with many pictures, some of them 

full page and some of them in fUll color. It's an attractive volume. And the im

pression of the scrap boot or the family album is heightened by the numerous photo

graphs in the volume not alore of the President, of his family, of his forebears, of 

the entire "meshpoka", but also many photographs of public buildings in Washington, 

statues and of public documents, and also of his friends, members of his Cabinet, 

great Americans of the past, and also such figures in one way or another related to 

Mr. Truman like Moses and .llexander, the Great, and Julius Ceasar and Henry IV ot 

France am Shakespeare and Mark '!'Wain. They are all introduced to you as you read 

this book al.most physical. 1:,-, and the reader• s imagination and his reoo llection from 

his school days are not over-taxed. 
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Now, this book is not a controversial book, and for that matter, it is not an 

apologetic bookJ except in its broad outlines, it is not a defense of Mr. Truman's 

policies or of any specific legislation which he advocated. It is a volume singular

ly free from attack. The boolacc is not used to pay off any scores or to settle any 

accounts with his political enemies. Here and there the President does t.ry to set 

the record straight, ashe sees it, or to tell his side of the story on events which 

had created at the time considerable public discussion or heated controversy in the 

pressJ for example. his break with Secretary of State Byrnes or his break with Kr. 

Bernard M. Baruch and that famous sizzling letter which he wrote to the music critic 

of his daughter•s singing, or his connections with Tom Pendergast and hisorganization. 

But otherwise the book is written in a very friendly mood, neither to attack nor to 

defend. There is really no new information in or, no revelations, but the President 

does make a forthright effort to be understood by his fellow-citizens. He feels that 

his motives have all along been right and honorable; he feels that he hasfaithfully 

discharged the duties of his high office; that he has carried out the people's mandate. 

All that he wanted was, to use his words, "peace in the world arxl a fair deal for 

every part of the population of this great nation.! He would like us tor ealize that 

the office of the President of the United states is a terribly difficult office and 

that the man who occupies it is a terribly lonely person andone very heavily burdened. 

And,. therefore, in ~epping out of office (for this book, I suspect, is in the nature 

of a valedictory) - in stepping out of office, he would like to carry away with hill 

the affection of his fellow citizens, of his fellowmen. 

And I believe that to a large extent he succeeds, whether one agrees with his 

politice or not, whether one believes that he has carried out successfully any or all 

of the thi ngs which he has attempted to do, one leaves the book with a reeling that 

here is a man who cannot be hated, here is a man that has many fine, laudable quali

ties. Mr. Truman is not a man of great personal charm, like his distinguished predec-

cessor in office, but the very simplicity of the man, his uncanplicated nature, his 
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modesty, lack of pretense - the homespun quality of his shrewd and sentimental Amer

icanism. These make their own appeal and they make a very strong appeal. 

Mr. Truman emerges from this book a man what you might call, in the American tra

dition - religious, devoted to his family, loyal to his friend, self-educated, self

reliant and very humane. Somewheres in the book he said, "I wish I were a scholar," 

and this is a key to the man I s essential humility and l aak of pretense• 

"Dnissed being a musician" he writes somewhere in the book, ~and the real and 

only reason I missed beong one is because I wasn•t good enough.• His li.f'e did not 

pfford him the opportunity to go to college and many Presidents of the united States 

never went to college, including the greatest of them, but it did not deny hill the 

opportunity of a challenge to read avidly, to keep an open mind, to seek and acquire 

much useful information on many subjects. The book reveals, for example, that Mr. 

Truman has been practically throughout his life a very e ager student of history - he 

knows history, he reads history. He is not ashamed of his inadequacies. He frankly 

acknowledges them and has tried throughout his life to surmount them to t he best of 

his ability. To one of his .fri ends he va-ot , " I don ' t :1.i..n t1er is any -l.y i n t:ie 

C')untry who h;ict ae rotten a elivery o ~r t . e r~dio • s I did te begin iti th, but tharil 

to good friends like you, who have been honestly help.ful in their criticism, I thi nk 

there has been some improvement." 

Now, I think that•s admirable. I wish many more public speakers had the same 

feeling about themselves. Somewhere else in the book there is a note of his - and he 

was very fond of ma.king notes to himself and filing them away - referring to some im

portAr1 ta ddress which he had made, rtWell, the speech seems to have made a hit, accord

ing to all the papers. Shows you can never tell. I thought it was rotten." 

Mr. Truman is a deeply religious man. A few times through the book he is quoted 

as having said that he read the Bible through trice before he was 12 years old. 
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The President•s knowledge of the Bible and Biblical stories is 
as rich in detail and in observation as that of politics and 
military things. Even in this field the President finds men 
who are not properly appreciate• 

"T8 ke .AJnos,tt· says the President. "He is one of the minor pro
phets and he is not often talked or preached about. There are 
only nine chapters in the Bible on Amos, but Amos says as much 
in those few chapters as Isaiah did in sixty-six chapters. .Alllos 
was interested in the welfare of the average man. That is what 
the prophets were, they were the protagonists of the common man, 
and that is the reason they survived, and for no other reason. 
EVery one of these prophets were trying to help the underdog and 
the greatest prophet was crucified because he was trying to help 
the underdog." 

Mr. Hillman says, 

I asked him what other passages in the Bible he liked, and he saids 

"I think some of the passages in Jeremiah and Daniel are wonder
ful. I like the Proverbs and the Psalms - the 137th Psalm, 'BY 
the rivers of Babylon', of course, is the famous one, and the 
96th, 'O, sing unto the wrd a new song.1 They are wonderful, 
they are just like poetry. And read the ~ssages in Deuteromm,y 
that are seldom referred to. The Ten commandments are repeated 
in Deuteronomy in sonorous language tha. t re Uy makes a tingle go 
down your spire to read them.• 

And underneath a photograph of Mosea holding the Ten Commandments in Hebrew, 

the President wrote in his mm handwritings "The fundamental basis of this Nation's 

law was given to Moses on the Mount.• 

There is a tenderness, a devotion in his relation to hi.s family, which are 

heart-warming. He seems to be a very kind-hearted :man, a good bit of a sentimental

ist. He wri tea here, 

I am always so lonesome when the family leaves. I have no one to 
raise a fuss over my neckties and my haircuts, my shoes and my 
clothes generally. I usually put on a terribl! tie which not even 
Bob Hannegan or Ed Mc Kim would wear, just to get a loud prot.est 
from Bess and Margie. And when they are gone, I have to put on 
the right ones and it•s no fun. 

Comparisons are odious, but is it not refreshing to hear from the occupant or 

the White House in these days of sophistication and the crumbling of the American home, 

words like these, "I don't like divorces because I think that when you make a con-

tract, you should keep it. The marriage contract is one of the most sacred in the world.• 
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And under date of June 5, 1945, he wrote in one of his notes to hiinc; e 11' r 

Got back to the White House at 10:30. Called the Madam and talked 
to her and my baby birl (she does not like that designation). I 
cannot help wanting to talk to my sweetheart and my baby every 
night. I only had one sweetheart .from the t:une I was six. I saw 
her in Sunday school at the Presbyterian Church in Independence, 
when my mother took me there at that age, and afterwards in the 
fifth grade of the Ott School in Independence when her Aunt Nannie 
was our teacher and she sat behind me. She sat behind me in the 
sixth, seventh and high school grades, and I thought she was the 
JIOSt beautif'ul and sweetest person on earth - and I am still of 
that opinion after twenty-six years of being married to her. I am 
old-fashioned, I guess. 

There is a strong sense of loyalty revealed here by Mr• Truman, and it also 

characterizes his relationship with his friends, a loyalty which very often unfor

tunately got him into serious trouble. He is not very discriminating in hisloyal

ties, or rather, he persists in hisloyalty when the object of the loyalty has proved 

himself no longer worthy of it. And in a man occupying such ?D exalted position, that 

it is a dangerous kind of loyalty to have. 

Mr. Hillman sayt, "I aaid, •You know, it is s d bout you that you have stood 

by a man to the last ch-op of mercy.• Mr. Truman replied, •r would rather hmra that 

said about me than tote a great man.'" 

In another part of the book he said, "Sometimes people quit me but I never quit 

people when I start to back them up." 

Mr. Truman is a first-rate pliitician. He believes in politics. Politics to 

him is government. 

It is a pity tM s:>me people have a contemptuous idea of politics 
because politics under our system is government and a man who is 
not interested in politics is not <bing his patriotic duty towards 
maintaining the constitution of the united states. I am proud t 
be a politician and to work pol:t,ically for the happiness am the 
welfare of the country. 

And he gives some advice to people woo want te enter politics, and he ts a man 11h o 
can give advice. He knows the political game from A to Zs 
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lfPolitics begins in the precincts. A young man who wants a political 
career must be willing to work wherever he can do the most good. If 
can poll the precinct for his organization, he ought to do it. If 
the organization asks him to run for committee man, he ought to do it. 
I did, and I got licked the first time I ever ran for township commit
teeman, but I profited by my experience. I never had a political job 
that I wanted. But when it was my tum to fill out the Democratic 
ticket, I always got out and give it everything I had, and I have 
never been defeated but once, and that was on account of a split in 
the Party at home in 1924." 

I asked the President what he meant when he said he never wanted any 
of the public offices he held. 

Mr. Truman replied, "I never ran for an office that I wanted to run 
for. lfhen I ran for Presid ng Judge, I really wanted to be the 
County Collector. But I got out-maneuvered on that. Then when I 
completed eight years as Presiding JUdge, Iw anted to run for Congress 
in a new district that had been set up in Missouri. But a judge ot 
the Circuit Court wanted that position, and he out-maneuvered me, and 
I was asked to run for the Senate and I was elected as Senator.• 

And he dida•t want the office of the Vice Presidency, and he was elected Vice-
2 
President. And he never wanted the office cf the Presidency or the United. As he 

says time and time again in the book, he was afraid of it. He told me so in person 

once. He was dreadfully frightened of the office. 

•one rule that I did make in the beginning in politics was that I 
would have nothing to do with money. I just wouldn't handle it. 
I wouldn 1t collect it. I wouldn•t distribute it. I wouldn't have 
anything in the world to cb with it., and the boss politicians res
pected me because o:f this although they never did understand it.• 

And he does give a sound bit of advice to his :friends., how to win an election. 

Maybe some people are really interested in that. He says, 

Don't spend a lot of money on advertising. P<>litical advertising 
just doesn•t bring in the votes. Handshakes before election day 
and precinct work rs on that day to S!te that the voters come to 
the polls win elections. 

And he advises politicians to nquit before it is too late". Most men in publie 

office, he Mdia::bk maintains, stay on too long. They do themsel"les a great deal of hurt, 

their reputat1.ons, their positions in history, and he quotes great politicians of 

ancient Rome to prove it, and he strongly urges the limitation in tenure of office for 

every office in the government. 



• 

-8-

Mr. TrUman steps out of this book as a good-natured man, a sentimentalist, but 

at the same time, one of very firm convictions. He has confidence in himself. He 

does not give up easily. He cannot be waved aside. He has the rein~ of the garern

ment firmly in his own hands. And he can be tough. His confidence in himself is 

eti..denced by a line I came across in this book which he wrote in 19l8 1 "I think I 

have been right in the awroach to all questions 90% of the time since I took over." 

I wonder whether he would have written it in 1952 - hew rote it in 1948. 

And finally I this man emerges as a great optimist. He believes in the future of 

America. He believes in the future of the world. He has great hope that world peace 

is coming to pass, and he leans very heavily on Point Four, which he propounded to 

help bring about a condition of progress, security and peace in the world. 

Mr. Hillman writes I 

President Trwnan considers his Point Fiur program the most important 
peace policy developnent of his administration. He is giving thie 
subject his closest personal attention and deep study. He is in con
stant and frequent consultation about it th experts on agriculture, 
industry, finance, labor and public health. 

The President says, •r consider Point Four a practical answer to a 
growing crisis in a world torn between agression and peace. The 
Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, the North Atlantic Paet, the 
mobilization program and the action by the united Nations tn mee'tr
ing the military aggression in Korea were steps diet ted by a ser
ies of emergencies. 

"We have bought time at greatscpense and a terrible cost ot lives 
and .rortune, and now we must use that time intelligently and cour
ageously. We face serious trouble unless we realize that our own 
welfare and that of the rest of the world depend upon the constant 
and qynamic expansion ot the world•s resources. The fears that the 
world is growing too small are groundless. There is room and shel
ter and &od for millions more if we put our know-how to work. 

"Point Four takes its name f'rom the fourth position on recommenda
tions to the Congress in my inaugural address ot 19L9 • Point Four 
is not intended to be a wholesale give-away plan. 

"Briefly stated, it is a proposition to take over the gap that is 
left by the failure or colonialism, only it is different from colon
ial1SJ1 in that its objective is to help people to help themselTe•, 
with the theory tba t prosperity ot all parts of the world means the 
prosperity of the whole world. 
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"There are vast areas in other parts of the worli that can be turned 
into agricultural lm ds. And in a number of regions in South America 
there are similar opportunities for exapnsion of the world• s .food 
supply. 

"What we want to do under Point Four is to help develop these resource• 
for the benettt of the people who own them. And unless we can do these 
things, we will never have world peace." 

And I think the President is very sound in this regard. 

Well, now, one can turn the pages and come across many other ideas, insight• 

into the un, but It hink what we have listened to is sufficient indication that we 

are faced here with a most interesting personality, a human being who is awa,e of his 

01rn limitations and yet realizes that he has been faced in a very political office, 

but it is his job to do his best to the best of his abilities, face up to his respon

sibili ties, not to walk away from them, and in humility and in modesty he is trying 

to do the job. Whether he has done it well, wheth r his program is entirely right, 

and his ne thods of achieving his progran - on that the citizens of the United states 

can properly differ. Many of us d:>. Nevertheless, it is a wholesome personality 

that we deal here, a sound hUIIB.n being. He has many adnirable virtues, and soma 

shortcomings and some failings which we all possess. 
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