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SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE IRE.SENT POLITICAL CAMPAIGN 

Part I 

October 26, 1952 

'6v t 

Uy dear .triends, there are two things which I will not tell you this morning -

whom to vote .for, and who will be elected. Recently someone called me a poor Wibbi 

and a worse politician. Well, I am not that poor of a Rabbi to imagine that 1111' 

congregation will take my advice on the election, and I am not that poor of a pol-

• itician to go out on a limb where the wisest of pollsters in the past .found themselves 

ignominiously suspended. 

There are ~o things I will tell you this morning - be sure to vote, and be as

sured that whoever is elected, the world is not coming to an end. 

I have been going through rq lecture files during the last few days. I keep 

a stenographic report of all my- Sunday morning lectures, andmve .for the last JS 

years. I have always devoted a Sunday morning lecture be.fore a national election 

to giving observations on the campaign and on the issues. In reading over my lec

ture of October 26, 1940, on the eve of the Roosevelt-Willlde election, I find the 

toll.owing, and I submit that With the substitution of the naites of Stevenson and 

Eisenhower for Roosevelt and Willkie, this thing could have bem said this morning. 

I declared twelve years ago on October 26, 19let 

There has been considerable bitterness and heat engeilfbred in 
the political campaign this year. So e o.f it, of course, is 
the customary synthetic emotionalism incidental to every na
tional campaign. If one were to listen to all the high
pitched and frenzied voices on the air, in the press and on 
the platform, one could come to t hink of the American people 
today as being con.fronted with the dread choide of one or . 
two alternatives of disaster. If you vote for Mr. Roosevelt, 
you vote for disaster. That is the Republican opinion. It 
you vote for Wi llld.e, you vote for disaster o That is the 
Democratic opinion. If you vote for Mr. Roosevelt, you vote 
for a man who has already ruined the United States; 1£ you 
vote for Ur. Willld.e, you vote for a man ho will ruin the 
united States. 
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Roosevelt and his backers, according to -t .e super- ted political. 
campaign - those who believe in him are Redd and war-... on gers. On 
the other hand, 'Willkie and his backers are F,:lscists and appeasers. 
Partisan ip has run riot in this campaign, more than is customary 
in political campaign. Many people have become exceedingly intol
erant, have lost their own sense or proportion and perspective. 

People have somehow persuaded themselves in this campaign that 
there e,.,dst w.st, colossal and irreconeilabu, differences between 
the parties, platfo:nlB and candidates, that no ca!?l"":,Aign in the la st 
So or 75 or 100 years has been so critical and so momentous. They 
have somehO':T talked themselves into, or permitted others to talk 
them into believing tl"-.at American destiny is at stake., that the 
American ay or life is in the balancv. 

Pennit me to say, friends, in all modosty and in all reverence, all 
thi~ is nshtuss" and nonsense. It is either pure political auto-
int xication o the resultant frezy of clever and calculated propa
ganda. I don't kn07 of any campaign in recent years in ,hich there 
was less involved or decisive significance between the wo major 
parties than this one. I don't recall a campaign where there has 
been more agreement on major issues, and g-reat s · ilarity as to pro
gram and platfom as in this campaign. I ould like to get excited 
about this campaign, but I don•t know how and I cbn 1t know hat abcut. 

And I concluded that part of the address by saying., 

I am inclinced to believe, good friends, that an outsider ho is not 
acquainted with .A.merican poll tical t radition., on listening to the 
statements and speeches of the candidates and the spo ce en or the 
parties, ould come to the conclusion that both President Roosevelt 
and Mr. Willld.e ould make exc llent running-mates on the same ticket. 

I suspect that it is due largely to the tact that there is so little essential 

difference between the platforms or the programsof the two parties in the present 

campaign that so much emphasis is being put on what, in my judgment, are the unes

sential and the natters which are immaterial andonly distantly related to basic is

sues. It is well known that people who are far apart daldom hate one another and 

fight one another as viciously as close neighbors. Proximity breeds contempt and 

badmannera, also in political parties. 

I suspect, too, that a good bit of the acrimony and bitter ss of this campaign 

and ot other campaigns are due to the length and the duration of the campaign. The 

tone lowers perceptibly as the campaign drags on. The candidates simply run out of 

arguments. How many issues are there, after all, in a campaign, and once you have 

t, : ,: , .. 
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stated them to the American people over the radio and television, in a week or in 

ten days., you have said it all. And then you have to r esort, if the campaign lasts 
or 

very long., either to repetition., which is not news...,..orthy or interesting,/you have 

to resort to sensational charges which will attract attention, which, of course, - re 

met by counter-charges on the part of the opposition. And you have to resort to 

hlgh-voltage invectives on which no party has any monopoly. You begin to pour it 

on., as the saying goes, and by the time the mud-slinging is over I I am sure that the 

candidates would not be recognized by their own mothers. It I s a sorry spectacle. 

Just compare the early utterances, the ear1Y speeches o.f Governor Stevenson and 

General F.1.senhower. Their dignity, their calmness, their high quality, their imper

sonal, objective discussion of basic issues - compare the speeches of these same two 

people with those in recent days., andyou will know exactly what I mean. They have 

become hot and unrestrained. 

And then, too, these candidates are being subjected by these long campaigns to 

terrific physical punishment - 10, 15, 2) speeches a day - for weeks on end, day and 

night. The English system is far better• Three weeks and then it I s "fartig" - it•· s 

over. After three weeks the candidates and the nation - everybody needs a nerve 

rest. 

I personally had occasion l ast week innocently to become involved in one of 

these sensational charges directed against one of the candidates, charged in the 

heat of electioneering - a charge by no less a person than the President of the 

United states - and I came within the direct line of fire. I had been helpful in 

getting a favorable plank on Israel introduced in Chicago last Ju:cy- in the Republi

can platfonn. Having bad a hand in the establishment of the state of Israel, I had 

been, of course, very eager, as far as I can, to insure its future - at least a~ 

far as the attitude of the .American govermnent is concerned. And I wrote a letter 



• 

-4-

about two weeks ago to the Republican candidate, calling his attention to this plank 

and suggesting that he has not had an opportunity as yet, in a public utterance, to 

define his own position on the subject arrl would he do so. Many of his friends would 

like to hear him on the subject. The reply came to me .from his headquarters that 

General Eisenhower would like to see me; he would like to discuss this matter with 

me more fully; and that he would issue, at the time that we meet, a formal statement 

on the subject, his attitude towards Israel. And the date was set for a week a go 

last saturday and we met and we had a very interesting conversation on the subject, 

a rather lengthy one, in which we explored the many problems which face the state 

of Israel, and the position of the State of Israel in the Middle F.ast, and the in

terest of the United states Government and the .American people in the future of the 

state of Israel. 

versation. 

It was, I believe, a very helpful as it was a very pleasant con-

In the course of the conversatio, General Eisenhower complained bitterly about 

the charges which were made just the day before by Mr. Truman, which charges by im-

plication, implied that he was .favorable to the master race, Nazi-Hitler doctrine, 

charges which I read in the paper the very morning that I arrived in the city of 

New York. we parted, and as I left his home in Morningside Heights, there awaited 

me on the steps quite naturally a group of newspaper men who began to ask me ques

tions a bout our interview. was I going to vote for General Eisenhower, was one of 

the questions. I told them that even the General did not ask me that question. Well, 

didn't I attend the Republican Convention and pray there? I said yes, and if the 

Democrats had invited me to pray for them, I would have prayed for them, too, beca'll!e 

they need prayer quite as much as the Republicans. And one ether question was, did 

I read what the President had to say a bout General Eisenhower with reference to the 

master race charges., and were these discussedwl. th the Gtlneral. I said yes, I had 

read them and they were discussed. What did I think about them? I said I was 
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shocked. I said there were many things permitted in a campaign, but there are certain 

things which are not permissible. And, of course, i t was this statement that broke 

into the public press with sich 2. crash that the letters, the exchange of Je tters 

which was the purpose of my mission to General Eisenhower were, to a large extent, 

overlooked. Fortunately, these~ tters have since been given rather extensive cover

age. They have appeared in the Anglo-Jewish press in full here in Cleveland. I have 

also had these letters reprinted in The Temple Bullet.:.n. I should like you to read 

General Ei.senhower•s letter. 

Within the last few days a statement on Israel has also been issued by Governor 

Stevenson, a good statement, and at the request of the press, I have issued a state

ment praising both General Eisenhower and Governor Stevenson for their favorab~ 

attitude on Israel. 

Some people got the impression that I rushed t.o New York or was rushed there for 

the sole purpose of criticizing President Truman ... range things do happen to a man. 

I remember the s t.ory that was told of a Rabbi who was walking innocently down the 

street and he was accosted by a vulgar Tsarist officer who demanded of him where he 

was going. The Rabbi said, •I don•t know," and the officer took that to be insolence, 

an i nsolent remark, and he pummeled the poor Rabbi andhad him thrown into jail, arrl 

as the turnkey was closing the door on the Rabbi in jail, the Rabbi said, "I don•t 

know what this is all about. I told the truth. I told the officer I didn•t know 

where I was going. I thought I was going to the synagogue. I actually ended up in 

jail." 

But, of course, I would have said what I <lid say if I were not in New York, but 

in Cleveland, because that attack was unwarranted and dan gem us. rt was not at all 

politically motivated. I have frequently praised President Truman from this very 

pulpit. Borne of you mayxecall that Jsst May I delivered an address on the book, 

"Mr• President" which had just then appeared, in the course of which I said.It 
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rn stepping out of office (for this book, I suspect, is in the nat1.r e 
of a valedictory), Mr. Truman would like to carry a.way with him the 
affection of his fellow citizens, of his fellowmen. And I believe 
that to a large extent he succeedsJ whether one agrees with his 
politics or not, whether one believes that he has carried out suc
cessfully any or all of the things which he has attempted to do, one 
leaves the book with the feeling that here is a man who cannot be 
hated, here is a man who has many fine, lludable qualities. Mr. 
Truman is not a man of great personal charm, like his distinguished 
predecessor in office, but the very simplicity of the man, his un
complicated nature, his modesty, his lack of pretense - the homespun 
quality of his shrewd and sentimental Americanism - these make their 
own appeal and they make a verystrong appeal. 

Mr. Truman emerges from this book a man that you might call, in the 
American , radition, religious, devoted to his family, loyal to his 
friends., self-educated, self-reliant and very humane. 

I recall, too, that last year, when President Truman recalled General McArthur 

and the whole country seemed to b e down on him for that action, I spoke :from this 

ve-ry pu}.pit in praise of President Truman, for his courageous action, what I thought 

of General McArthur in seeming to dictate policy, had stepped out of his role as a 

General and ,,.. ~ c1 c1aL:Eerir.g t e :free institutions of :American life• And I got in 

touch with a dear friend of mine in ashjngton, the majority leader of the House, and 

asked him that if he had a1 opportunity within the next day or so to speak to the 

President, to tell the President that I heartily approved of his action. The next 

morning I received a telegram :from Congressman McCormick in which he stated, "I gave 

the President your message this morning which pleased him very much. The President 

asked me to extend to you his deep thanks. He was profoundly touched." 

and I have praised him on his stand on civil rights, and of course, on his stand 

on Israel. But I always felt :free, as every :free American citizen should, to criti

cize him or anyone else in office, on acts or policies of which I do not approve, 

and I have from time to time criticized his foreign policy. 

President Truman is unfortunately unrestrained in his speeches in the last few 

weeks, and when in his message to the Jewish Welfare Board meeting in Washington, he 

accused General Eisenhower, whose humanity and tolerame were knoMl throughout the 

world, of accepting the very practices that identify the so-called master race, I 
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felt the same shock which every fair-minded American must have .felt, and I said so, 

and I said that such utterances are not pennissible, that the g rounds upon which 

President Truman based his charges, to use his own words, are the followingi 

Among those who voted for the McCarran Bill and to override my veto, 
was the Republican candidate for Vice-President. Among the other 
Republicans were senators Jenner and McCarthy, together with ex
senator Chapman Revercomb, the champion o.f the anti-Catholic, anti
Jewish provisions of the original D.P. Bill, these men have been 
eu1b8aced by the Republican candidate for President. 

The Republican candidate for the Presidency cannot esc:;,.pe responsi
bility for his endorsement. He has had an attack of moral blind
ness, for today, he is willing to accept the vecy practices that 
identified the so-called master race, although he took a leading 
part in liber ating Euitpe from their domination. 

Now, if endorsement of men who voted for the McCarran Bill and to override the 

President's veto of the Bill is sufficient to denounce and to repudiate candidates 

.for arw office or to brand them as anti-Jewish and anti-Catholic, then the President 

of the United states and the Democratic candidate for President, Governor Stevenson, 

should repudiate most of the leadership of the Democratic Party in the House and in 

the Senate. Because the McCarran was sponsored, was fathered by two Democrats, Sen

ator of McCarran of Nevada and Congressman Walter of Pennsylvania, party lines were 

broken in passing that measure and t, oveITide the PI"esident•s veto, 25 Democrats in 

the Senate of the United States voted in favor of overriding the President•s veto, 

and only 18 Democratic Senators voted to sustain the President. 

The New York Times, which vigorously fought the McCarran Bill, had this to say 

a few days ago in an editorial which is very important to bear in minds 

We ourselves, on this newspaper, vigonously opposed the McCarran 
bill, described it as a vicious measure and fought it step by 
step at every juncture of its way through Congress. .re cannot 
fail to note, however, that among those voting to override Mr . 
Truman's veto of the McCarran bill were not only some of the Re
publican candidates now endorsed by General Eisenhower, but also 
some of the lead ng lights of the Democratic party. 

Voting to override the veto was Senator Connally Texas, chairman 
of the Foreign Relations Cormni ttee; Senator George of Oeorgia ., 
Chairman of the Finance Conmrlttee; Senator Johnson of Colorado, 
Chairman of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign CommiMeJ 
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Senator McKellar of Tennessee, Chairman of the Committee on Appro
priations; senator Hayden of Arizona, Chairman of the Committee on 
Rules and Administration; Senator Johnston of South Carolina, Chair
man of the Committee on Civil Service; Senator McClellan of Arkan
sas., Chairman of the Conmrittee on EXpenditures in the Executive De
partments; Senator Maybank of South Carolina, Chairman of the Com
mittee on Bm king and Currency; Senator Ellender of Louisiana., Chair
man of the Cormnittee on Agriculture and Forestry; Senator McCarran 
himself., Chainnan of the powerful committee on the Judiciary. Here 
is practically the whole Democratic hierarchy in control of the 
senate•s business. Is Mr. Truman now ready to charge these gentle
men with "accepting the very practices that identified the so-called 
•master race ttt? 

~t us come down to cases still more concretely. Speaking at 
Havre, Montana, on September 30th, Mr. Truman specifically gave 
his endorsement to Representative Mansfield of that state for elec
tion to the Senate, s83"ing of him that "Mike Mansfield is a credit 
to Montana and to the United States. He has a record to be proud 
of. • • He has represented the United states before the whole 
world.11 Would anyone guess from this ringing endorsement that~. 
Mansfield, too, had voted to override Mr. Truman's veto of the 
McCarran bill? 

I want to say a word about this issue. Not repudiating a candidate who is on 

your ticket does not mean that you subscribe to al1 his views. If we bear in mind 

that ours ia a two-party system of government, then many of our strictures lo~ 

their point. Unless we favor fragmentizing our political life into numerous splin-
governments 

ter parties which practices brought into disrepute democratic~•• in many 

countries of frequently defeated democracy - unless we a re ready to have in these 

United states a large number of little parties so that we could fine among these 

numerous parties just the party, lily-white, and just the candidates of whom we can 

completely - and of all of them - approve, then we must accept as inevitable that v 

in neither of the bro major political parties, there will be candidates of whom we 

cannot approve and office-holders of whom we cannot approve. These two major par-

t:ie s represent s:> many sections of our countiy, of necessity - so many interests, ald 

in a sense, so many points o:f view. And the st-andard-bearer of each party., whether 

it be the Republican or the Democratic - it makes no difference - cannot be summoned 
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in a pre-election campaign to screen all the candidates, to purge them, to pass judg

ment on them. He has been called to be the standard-bearer of his party, to lead 

his party to victory, and not to disrupt it. 

Now, it is unfortunate - or fortunate, as you wish to look upon it - that the 

situation in our country is as it is - a two-party system of government. But once 

you a sstune that a two-party system of government is desirab:e, then you have to re

concile yourself to certain absences and certain undesirable thj ngs. The independent 

citizen is, of course, free to split his party ticket if he wishes to, and to refuse 

to vote for candidates of whom he does not approve. 

There are reactionaries, for example, in both political parties - Democratic 

and Republican. The Southern Democrats have filibustered effectively and blocked 

every major civil rights measure in CongressJ compulsory FE~ was defeated in the 

House by 240 to 177, and among these 240 were 115 Democrats. And in the Senate, 

when the same issue was voted upon indirectly on a motion to impose cloture, 26 

Democratic Senators joined with 6 Republican Senators to make sure that there was m 

two-thirds vote to impose cloture. 

I am certain that there are anti-Negro, anti-Catholic, anti-Jewish, anti-labor 

men in both parties. There is very little to choose, was very little to choose be

tween Congressman Rankin, Democrat, and Congressman Hoffman, Republican, between 

Senator Bilboa or Senator Jenner - and if I may be as bold as to say, there is very 

little to choose between the Vice-Presidential candidate Sparlanan, and the Vice

Presidentitl candidate Nixon. Senator Sparkman voted against the law to outlaw 

·l:qclt tag lynching; he voted against the law to abolish the poll taxJ he voted against 

the law to prevent segregation int he anned forces; and he tated, 11 ! am against the 

civil rights proposals, always have been and always will be.n And as far as the 

Republican candidate for Vice-President is concerned, senator Nixon, he voted for the 

MOCarran lBW; he voted for other reactionary measures in the senate; arrl I am afraid 

that his defense of his privately-subscribed expense fund left much to be desired. 
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No, it is not md never can be the case of all white or all black anong the tvo 

parties. And no candidate on the eve of an election can be expected to separate t he 

sheep from the goats in his full party. The importm t question before the voter to 

decide is whether these individuals or elementsin this party or that party are so 

numerous and so powerful as to dominate the policies of that party, if elected, and 

whether the candidate for the President is sufficiently independent and sufficiently 

strong and dependab]e to resist such individuals and elements andnot to permit them 

to hVe sway and domination in government. And on this score I think the American 

people have reason to congratulate themselves on both candidates for the Presidency 

for they are men of character and independence and leadership. If elected, each will 

lead his party - no doubt about it. They did not seek the office; both of them-..ere 

sought out. And it is silly to speak of Governor Stevenson or General Eisenhower as 

being the captive candidate of his party, and it i s equally silly when the candi-

dates themselves hurl the same charges at one another 

men nrP. men of resolution and men of great patriotism. 

cause they know better. Both 

Just look back a few months. our country was very glad and hailed with satis

faction the nomination of both of these candidates. It is only the :furious partisan

ship which developed during the campaign which has obscured this very sound, first 

and glad reaction of the American people. And it is high time that we recapture that 

confidence and that pride in both of these candidates. Both men have high qualifi

cations for the office. 

minently successful Governor of a great state. 

~ 

-¥ " a line of ances·vors who have served their co .ld:tla~!:9'ffl~~m. He served com-

cial Assistant to two Secretaries of state, a11d was a member of the United States 

delegation to Sa1 Francisco where the charter of the united Nations was drattted. 
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o tevenson is a man of culture, possessed of a fine intellect, with a rare 

gift of public utterance, with 8lllX fine endowment of courage and a lilt of good humor. 
) 

~--~Eisenhower will be numbered among the greatest military leaders not 

alone of our generation. He organized the victory of the free world against the dark 

forces of Nazism and Fascism. He gave evidence of rare qualities of statesmanship 

in organizing the free nations for collective security, bringing them together and 

reconciling their differences j n NATO c11 d in SHA IE and at a time when our country 

had assumed military and political leadership in the world, General Eisenhower, if 

elected, would bring to the office of President, a rare equipment for diplomatic 

and military leadership. He is a man of tact and of wisd001 and of courage in face 

of ma.king the gravest decisions that aey human being has ever been called upon to 

make. 

So that, my good friends, which ever man is finally chosen, the rudder of the 

ship of state will be in strong and competent hands. 

I indicated earlier that the position of the candidates and the platforms on 

most of the issues confronting our people today are not far apart. That is why so 

many Americans find it difficult to make up their minds for whom to vote. On domes-

tic issues, for example, take the much, in my judgment, overworked Taftr-Hartly ]aw 

issue. President Truman still talks about that measure as a slave labor law. Gov-

ernor Stevenson, however, in his Detroit speech of September 1st, declared, "I 

don•t say that everything in the Taft-Hartley Act is wrong. rt isn•t. .And moreover, 

I 111 say frankly that I dontt think it•s a slave-labor law either." Governor StevEtl

son believes that we can best remedy the defects in the old law by scrapping it and 

starting out afresh. 

General Eisenhower is also for removing certain defects in the law, as is the 

f'ramer of the law himself, Senator Taft. Now, whether the law should be amended or 

modified or be completely rewritten - the difference is not so vast or irreconcilable 

that we need to whip ourselves into a lather over it. I believe that Governor Stevenson 
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himself realizes that the chances for revising and modifying the law in place of re

writing it completely are greater even if the Democrats TTi.n in ovember. 

Take the matter of corruption in government, a grave and menacing phenomenon, 

not unique in our history, but one of ominous proportions, of increasina unfortunate 

frequency in recent years. Governor Stevenson is not unaware of the problem. He 

has referred to the need of cleaning up the mess in ashin ton. Knowing, of course, 

of the vulnerability of his party on this issue in the election, he has had to dwell 

softly and lightly on this in the campaign. But I am sure that once he is elected, 

if he is elected, he will proceed most zealouszy to try to set the Ame r ican house :in 

order. 

Now, the question which the American voter will have to decide next TUesday, a 

week from TUesday, is whether in his judgment the Democratic party during whose term 

of office these great corruptions have developed in a period of years, will be able 

with a new Chief Executive to do the job called for or hether a new party with a 

new Chief Executive, coming fresh into office, eager to make a record for itself arrl 

• unencumbered by entrenched party interests and loyalties and indebtedness and per

sonalities, will be able to do a more thorough job. Both candidates agree that a 

change in the moral climate of Washington is call:?d for. The American voter will de

cide how much of a cha115e he wants, and who he believes will do the job more thor

oughly. 

And on most other domestic issues there is substantial agreem•nt. The Democr ts 

are in favor of tax cutting as rapidly as defem e requirements permit. The Repub

licans favor tax cuts and claim that elimination of waste and extravagance in govern

ment and larger shar:i.ng of costs for their Ol'll defense on the part of our allies will 

make such a cut possible and at an early date. 
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The Democrats favor more generous social security, measures for the aged, the 

indigent, the veterans, the unemployed, and so do the Republicans 

The Democrats favor price support for the farmer at not less than 90% of parity; 

the Republicans say that parity prices for all forms of products and full parity 

prices. 

Both parties favor support of farm cooperatives and support for small business. 

There are certaindi.fferences, of course. The Democrats are in favor of vorkable 

price and rent controls, as a means of combating inflation. The Republicans call 

for an end of injurious price and wage controls. They are in favor only of federal 

rent control in areas where the expansion of defense production has created critical 

housing shortages. 

The Republicans favor state ownership of tid lands oil. The emocrats are op

posed to it. 

The Democrats favor more federal projects like the TVA. The Repu.1llicans favor 

greater local participation in the operation and con rol and the eventual local owne-r

ship of such projects. 

Now, I believe that it is fair to state that the differences which exist reflect 

the traditional and quite legitimate tug of war, not so much between reaction on tte 

one hand and radicalism on the other, but between what you might call economic con

servatism on the one hand, and economic liberalism on the other hand, and al 1 truths 

or injustices are not exclusively the rl.ght of one side or another. But 22,000,000 

Americans who voted the Republican ticket in 1948 are not all millionaires or wall 

street brokers or economic royalists or reactionaries. And the 2L,ooo,ooo American 

citizens 1'h o voted the Democratic ticket in 1948 are not all radicals and Socialists. 

They all want a better life for themselves and their families and their children; 

they all want greater security; they all favor progress. It is largely a question Br 
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tempo. one half of the .American people approximately favor a slower tempo, a lesser 

adventuresome tempo. They want to make progress without haste, a haste which in 

their mind mi. ght mean danger to our hard.won liberties, a haste "Which might be paid 

for dearly by the sacrifice of ultimate freedoms in terms of too great domination of 

government, ill'terms of too great over-centralization of authority in a bareaucracy. 

The other half of the American ~ ople feel tha:t this is unjustified. They wouJd 

like to move forward rapidly, more confidently. Business, industry, capital - the 

upper RVels of the middle classes, the white collar classes, the professional classes, 

large secti0ns of the farming population would naturally fall in the Republican fold. 

Laboil, the lower levels of the middle classes, minority groups, considerable sections 

of the faming population and the white collar class, of course, the South - not so 
but 

much for economic reasons/for historic reasons - are large:.cy- to be found in the De-

mocratic party. These same differences still exist in 1952 and each voter, on the 

basis of his legitimate self-interest, will decide ,, here he belongs, and where he 

belongs is a legitimate American section of the population. 

I am afraid that my time is running out. There :is so much more that I want to 

speak of. It is 12 o'clock. 1 ie still have a Sunday before election and mile I an 

nounced as my subject for next SUnday, "The Spiiitua.l Destiny of American, I sra 11 

reserve what I have to fB.Y on the issues of Communism and Korea, which in my judgment, 

are fundamental issues in this campaign, for my address next Sunday morning. 
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Excerpt trom address of' Dr. Abba Hillel Silver - Sunday, May 18, 1952 - MR. mESIDENT 

•• • In steppillg out of office (for this book, I suspect, is in the nature 

of a valedictory) ~ a •teppikg out, of o.t&icr, he would like to carry array with him 

the affection of his fellow citizens, of his fellowmen. 

And I believe that to a large extent he succeeds, whether one agrees with his 

politics or not, whether one believes that he has carried out successfully any or all 

of the things which he has attempted to do, one leaves the book with a feeling that 

here is a man who cannot be hated, here is a man that has many :fine, laudable qual

ities. Mr. Truman is not a man o:f great personal charm, like his distinguished pre

decessor in of'f'io, but the vecy simplicity o:f the man, his W1complicated nature, his 

modesty, lack of pre=- - the hom9spun quality ot his shrewd and sentimental .A.mer

icanisml ~ese make their own appeal and they make a very strong appeal. 

Mr. Truman emerges trom this book a man what you ~ht call, in the .American tra

dition - religious, devoted to his family, loyal to his friends, self-educated, self
reliant and vecy humane. 



v'Tl'lere has been conside able bitterness and heat engendered in t he olitical 

campaign this year. Some of it, of course, 1s the customary synthetic emotionalism 

incidental. to ev_ey national campaign. } A:>c:11t1e of 1 t, ho ever, i s unusual. ( I 

that is due to the tension and stress r war abroad, the war 

and th e sudden speeding up of our def nse ork. Conscription ha~ muc do 1th 

approving of the president's fore! policy affecting 

or vigorously disapprortng of it 

are roused. Than, too, t."1ere 

have rsonal aces to grind, to er friends 

riginal homel nd, 

ith the passions hich 

·nd_vidu 1 

rrl o its 

0 

bitterest eneai.es, who have con ht be called the verbal blitzkreig -

of the type of Hugh Johnson, A Saith, Raymond oley and John L. Lewi••) 

/ If one were to llatan to all the high i tch d fren ~d ed voices on the 

air, in the press and on the latfora, one could co e to think of the erican 

people today as being confronted ,1th the dread choice of one or two alterri tive 

or disaster. If you vote for r. Roosevelt, ou vote for disaster. Th tis the 

Republican opinion. If you vote for illkie, you vote for disa.ter. tis 

De■ocr tic opinion. If you votefor r. Roosevelt, you vote for a man who has 

already ruined the United S tee - th .tis the Republican version. If ou 

vote for r. ill1cie, you vote for a man who will ruin the United St tee - t ha t -
is the Democ tic version. Roosevelt and hie ckere, accord ng to the super-heated 

political campaign - those ho believe in hia are Reda rrl r-mongers. n the 

other hand, Willkie and his backers are Fasci ts am a easere. Partizanship 

has run riot in this campaign, more than is custom ry in oli ti cal camp igns•. 

Kan7 people have becom exceedingly intolerant, have lo~t their own sen e ot 

proportion and perapectin. (That, my rod friends, 1a n 

aa theee. Cl ar thinking and deliber/te sound j uigment a 

wholesome in times such 

aor necessary than at 

, 



any time b_fore. And it is not a 

.! tness. I am afraid th t the 

asant r- . ectacle for friend of democr cy to 

press has n t contributed much to moder tion, 

t•perateness, of the olitical i s ~ues of t he day. Th t holds 

true of course of ur Cleve nd ne spapers as well.) 

✓ People have somehow ersuaded the selves ~" +ita 1 s1tee in this campaign 

a~ ot 1rnportant momen~ that there exist vast, colo sal and irreconcilabl 
~ 

differences bet een1'. arties, platforms and candidates, that no c paign in the 

last fifty or seventy-five ars or a hundred years has been so critical and 

so momentous. They have somehow t al ed t emselves into, or permitted others 

to talk them into believing that American de~tiny is at -take, that the erican 

way of life is in the balance. 

✓. Permit me to say, friends, in all mode~ty ad in all reverence, th, t all 

this is "shtuss• and non~ense. It· either pure politic' l auto-intoxic; tion or 

the resultant frenzy of clever and calculated ropaganda. I don't no of ny 

c paign in recent y ·rs in ich ther s less involved of ecisive s :gni icance 

bet en the two major .artiee than this one. I can't rec 11 a cam· aign 

has been more agreement on major issues, nd grater similarity as to 

latfol"ll as in this campaign. I ould like to get excited about this c 

I don't know how, and I don't know nhat about. 

ere : ere 

ram and 

ign, but 

Both parties and latfo:ras and candid· es are in c:ub0 tantial agreement d. th 

reference to Americ n foreign olicy. (Bo believe in max waum aid to the Allies. 

Both have approved of the exchange of de r yere for the leasing of nav 1 h es. 

Both are opposed to a .. eas ent. 

possible. Both re op osed 

to tight in foreign wars. Both 

lieve in eping merica out or war r 

ing of Am rican soldiers acros t e ea 

ea, both platforms, both candid ta are for 

maxi■ua national defense. Both t America to be armed fully on land, on eea, 

and in the air. Both favored co criptiori.J 



" As 

th ::ire t;.8 

c ndid te 

•Ne 

r ason, 

made 

s domestic issues are concerned, I don't recall a campaign here 

difference on domestic issues than in this campaign. 

accepted and has approved many of the measures 

e Republican 

called 

of the 1 et administr~tion, though he condemnedy ome unaccount le 

e ew Deal program in toto, while a. roving of any of th mea ures. e 

~arty to continue all the social 

e rs. He feels, of course, 

advances ich hav been 

it be~ter, more economically. 

ere haQ been no o~Jositional 

to ismantle the Ne 

announced to excite the ople, not eat 

been m c e, or have been : roved 

No contr dictory political va uable and 

losophy has 

I am inclined to bel·eve, good 

friends, that an outsider ho is not acquainted with t ad·tion, 

~ on listening to a:tc•1r 1a1T, statements and speeche offiandid tee and spokesmen of 

arties, ould co.De to the conclusion that both Prer-ident Rr:oaevelt and ·r. illjie 

ould ·e excellent running-matee on the s~ - ------
Of course, there are varying nuances. Of curse t re are unequal emphases, 

Natural.lyt But in most cases, I must confess th t the d st·nctions 
S11'/i. 

w ich h ve been made are d f tinctions without differ nces.
1
, Thu , for xam~ le, 

hile both c ndid tes and rties are opposed o war and in r of maximum aid 

to the allies, Republican S)okes en, including r. 

President of the United t tea for having been to 

toward the ictators, or too eager to oppose th 

is courting .ar. At the same time, and in 

have criticized the 

cative in his attitud 

they ~aintain that this 

e breath, they c rge him 1th being 

a collaborator, as it re, )peasement arrange .. ent. Th t is being 

too anxious for peace. The f : ct of th matter is, my de r friends, t t the 

Pres ent•s denunciations or the d tators will have nothing to do ith the 

ultimate tact or hether • will ban peace or war. 



om- 'Exact Word' Cited 
is The president cited the "exact 

Su- words" he used in the message, 
ion- ich said: 
ta "Among those who voted for the 
Ac McCarran bill and to override my 
en- veto, was the Republican candidate 
of for Vice President. 

0 
"Among the other Republicans 

for wei:e Senators Jenner and Mc- ; 
rul~ earthy, together with ex-Senator h 
rt [Chapman] Revercomb [Republi- E 
0 can of West Virginia], the cham

he pion of the anti-Catholic, anti- p 
Jewish provisiol18 of the original p 
D. P. Bill, these men have been v 
embraced by the Republican candi-
date for President. b 

"The Republican candidate for 
the Presidency cannot escape re
sponsibility for his endorsement. 
He has had an attack of moral s 
blindness, for today, he is willing v 
to accept the very practices that t 
identified the so-called 'master t 
race' although he took a leading 
part in liberating Europe from ' 
their domination." s 

me The Preside t's statement today 
r- continued: 

publican candidate 
endorse such well

e known supp rters of discrimina
tory legisla on, "if he is willing 
to campai on a. platform that is 

• utterly aile t on the subject of 
amending t at legislation; and it 

• he wants p pie to take seriously 
" his belated cknowledgment, just 
" t • the other d y, that the McCarran 

lild Act needs r dical amendments; he a 
d, must then xplaln to the public 

or- whether he ccepts the practices or 0 

the men h supports or whether, t 
m- by some p litical disclaimers, he t 
to disassociat himself from such h 

ip practice• 8 
"The pra tices of those Senators sl 

-the pract ces of the big lie and 
of charac er assassination-are c 
identified ·th the so-called "mas- t 
ter race' eory and no amount 
of dfstortio can change that fact. p 
I know tha the Republican candi- it 
date for P sident is neither anti
Jewish nor anti-Catholic, but why B 
does he gi e his endorsement to 
such men?' 

The Pres dent stepped in as such 
prominent igures as Bernard M. it 

~- Baruch an Dr. Abba Hillel Silver t 
C / 

et,. Contino en Page 22, Column n 8 
~el~===:::!!:======== 1 
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We ourselves, on this newspaper, 
vigorously opposed the McCarran bill, 
described it as a vicious measure and 
fought it step by step at every junc-
ture of its way through Congress. We 
cannot fail to note, however, that 
among tho e voting to override Mr. 
Truman's veto of the '1:cCarran bill 
were not 0nl some of the Repubhcan 

~11didatcs now cndors d b:v General 
E1 enho ver b11l II l~o i;ome of the I ad-
m"' h ht of th., Dcmocrnli r. party. u, 

Votin to override th veto " ·11. 1 ~p?w r 
enator Connall • of Texa., chairma n c i di l . the 

of the Foreign Relation Committee. truction_ 
oting to overrid was en tor Georae ' ay. Thi. 

of Georgia, chairman of th Finance ~0 r them 
Committee. Voting to override was mcorp~rat 
Senator Johnson of Colorado, chairman eem hkel 
of the Committee on Interstate• and re pect, a 
Foreign Commerce. Voting to override A hort st 
was Senator McKellar of Tennes ee, 
chairman of the Committee on Appro
priations. Voting to override was Sena
tor Hayden of Arizona, chairman of the 
Committee on Rules and Administra
tion. Voting to override was Senator 
Johnston of South Carolina, chairman 
of the Committee on Civil Service. Parkway, i 
Voting to override wa Senator Mc- ea ily outs 
Clellan of Arkansas, chairman of the ments for 
Committ e on Expenditures in the Ex- of exp ricn 
cutive Departments. Vo ing o over- road, the 

ride was Senator iaybank of South highly 
Carolina, chairman of the Committee funds 
on Banking and Currency. Voting to 
override wa S nator Ellender of Loui
siana, chairman of the Comm1tte on 
Agriculture and For t1y. Voting to 

• override was Senator 1:cCarran him
self, chairman of the powerful Commit
tee on the Judiciary. Here I practi
cally the whole Democ1 a tic hierarchy 
in control of the Senate's busine s. Is 
Mr. Truman now ready to charge the e 
gf'ntlemen with "accepting the very 
practices that identified the so-called 
'master race' " ? 

Let us come down to cases still more 
concretely. Speaking at Havre, font., 
on Sept. 30, Mr. Truman pecifically 
gave his endorsement to Representa
tive Mansfield of that state for elec
tion to the Senate, saying of him that 
"Mike Mansfield is a credit to Montana 
and to the United States. He has a 
record to be proud of. • • • He has 
represented the United States before 
the whole world." Would anyone guess 
from this ringing endorsement that Mr. 
Mansfield, too, had voted to override 
Mr. Truman•~ veto of tne McCarran 
bill? 
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