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CHA IM WEIZIIARlf 

A Me1ll0rial Tribute 

November 16, l9S2 , 

~ ~ -~ ~ c~ 
)ly' dear friends, there died in Israel this last week Dr. Chaim Weismann, the ti.ret 

President of the state of Israel, and one of 1 ts founders. The passing of Dr. Weiaann 

was uniYeraal.lY' mourned, not only bl the Jen ot Israel and by the Jews throughout the 

world, but by many non-Jews evex,where, heads of governamnte, dignitariss, men ot ftin­

ence in all walks ot lite, all those who came to Ne in Dr. Wei•unn not only the offi­

cial head of a state, but one of the truly great and noble men of our age. 

Dr. Weismann died 2t the age of 78. He had been ailing tor soma time. When I had 

the privilege or visiting him last in April of 1951 at his home in Rehovot, I round him 

already considerably weakened, slightly paralysed, his eyes were dinni ug although hie 

brilliant ?Jind was still•• active and as scintillating as ever. ~Ht• hand• bad 

definitely dropped the reins of leadershii:, hut t,ne peop of Israel a nd the people 

throughout the world had nevertheless not forgott. n .! s monJJDe;1tal coutribut ons, hi.a 

nigh t:Lf'ty years of servic to a great ea•~,..e , end ev·., yo e E. ired }dm, revered him, 

was proud of him. 

Quite apart .f'roia hi9 predor.iinent po9:!.tion as a nation-builder1't:it\ead or the Zion-

1st movement, he was a rare dynamic personality. :re was intie1-esti1 g in and himNlf. 

He ns alee, ae ~au ••ll knc.w. a great sci ntis11 a .d \I, ha de outstanding contribu-

tions in his choaen field of chemistry. He lMl!!IO !oillldod a g1e U.l)l:-rersity, th Hebrew 

ltliTf>rsity in Jerusalem, and a veey mpcr't.-L'1t imJt~.t 1 t of science in Iiehovot where he 

liwd. 

Dr. Weismann was a un of seasoned culture. He was a fine lir,guist. He was at home 

in the culture of the world. He was steeped not onq in the culture ancl lit 1'atu.e ot 

his own people, for his childhood and early manho 

Yeshiva of a 811Ulll town in White Russia, but h was also a tepped in the ~lture and in 
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the literature or the western world, for the later years 0£ hia youth and of hie early 

•nhood were spent in the universit,ies of Germany and ot Sld.tserland, .--~ drank deep 
~~ 

not alone ot the knowledr,e /:~v of'rered, b'.lt of .ll t hat emergent political, ocial and 

economic complex or idea9 .-.nd ideals ich "" EX-e dominant in stem Europe in the cloe­
a'L~ 

ing -enaMer of the 19th oentury. 

One s- in rr. We z nn a'.bnly 11.nd u 1.staka ly tlls .1trn:q; el: the cult al co po~, 

i11Ml, the intellee'b1al, the i!!i,eH:t.,,4tt¥1l 11 , t he oi tiz .n of t he orld, and as WP 

mistaking v, one ~ J AO saw in him always +,he grca t Jew, the Jn ho •lked through life 

with head erect and JnOved moon t he gr at. f t. 

pride, like a prince in Israel. Ther a 

al ties and ot all that W&.!9 .fine :in the modern 

cnrth .r.;.. th unconscious dignity and 

perb blending in him of traditional loy­

orld 1 cf J wiRh ~:+1._~ the 

supreme ideals ot hUllalli ty. And th blend'. ng . e t re u:::t ot deep i nsight,• ot 

~at courage and of great pride. 

Ten years ago, when Dr. ismann visited t . ted Sta 'las in June ot 1942, a 

testimonial dinner wae given to hi at t,he ldort-A.sM>ria i n New York City, and I wae 

invited to be among tho• to pay hi tr:fbute, n in his presence .,._ I said the• 

words.,r~am- abeut, ta r-ad. 1;o 7on. I rep•t them DOlf when he is no longer among 

u■, but among the imaortale. 

I em nry happy to be here tonight to pay tribute to Dr. Chaim eiz­
•rm - the Dra ot our Seoo nd Restoration. Aa a people • have a 
strong9r Nn98 ot history than ot biograpb-r and we think ot a great 
man not so much in relation to h m•lL and hie personality •• to hi• 
work and the greatness and merit of hi a achievements. The individual 
ia abeorbed in the organic process ot the cause which ha aervee. 
"The eaaence ot the biographies of the righteous,• ■aid the Rabbis, 
•is to be found in their dNda.• Otten outstanding tigu:ree in J.,,_ 
iah hietory are referred to not by their own TUtJNtA_but by the rw 
ot aome great book which thq wrote. Thia cuato■ ia ebd.lar to the 
graciojs cu.tom whlch exiata among the Arab■, called runya, in which 
a person 1• called not by his own name but ae the father of so and 
so. The rich fancy ot our people goes a step further. A man ii to 
be known not so much bT what he actuaU,, achieve• - tor man 11 tin-
i te and ia sharply llJd ted in hie powers ot achievement - but by' the 
thinp tor which he •cr1.t1ce■ and tar which he giYea his heart•• 
blood. 
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11!Yeryth1ng tor which a man &tdicates his lite and makes ujor 
ucriftcea is c alle d by his NIIDe. • 

OUr greatest men, according to the remarkable biographic modesty 
of our tradition, are the unknown and unrscognised ■en, the in­
visible hierarc}V' of the J6 aints by whose merit the vid.ble or­
der or the universe is maintained. 

And yet our people did delight nt all tm a to honor its beloved 
sons aa we honor Dr. Weimaann tonight, and he is not the least in 
the j ... lled crown ot our people 1 e pride. 

or the giants who were in thoee early battle days of our movement, 
very .f'n are left - Herzl, Hordau, Sololow, Uashishkin, Bialik. 
Weismann, thank God (I aid ten years ago) is still with us. Tba 
dyaaio leader of nearly two generation•, ~oua and indefatig­
able as of old - a torch then, a beacon now. l 
our br1ll1ant galaxy or beroee ot~ers so~ rare and precious com­
binations in personality. Thus, we have poets who were philoeophers, 
like Gabirol ard HaleviJ philosophers who were legal.1st& lilce S&adia 
and llaimonidesJ lepliste who were 1117stica like Itaohmanidea and Jo•ph 
caro. In Dr. ""9-nn we have another re.re nnd fortunate comblna-
tion - a ecientist who ie a etate-n. I call it tortunateJ for hi• 
ecientifie training and diecipline have h~n.bl~r Ml£ affected hie 
atate■manahip. They have been responsible .tbr that patient, experi­
Mntal and pragmatic technique which he h . bro· ;,ht to the R ader-
ship or our movement, which has often battled and disconcerted ua 
and ae often subjected him to eharp eritie'!..... • Dr. Weizmann hfie at 
all t:!.mea been enn-keeled and level-heac:t.d. Though a leader of a 
movement or national rebirth and resurr,enee, he hos consistently 
re.tuaed to indulge in that unbridled and whement nationaliatio 
romanticism upon whose ,n,eel so many neble ideals or ma.nkind ar being 
broken in our day. X,Oll•w•pc+wiwlwil 

'?here was never irJ Dr. Weinann • s patriot!• and nationalism this 
exoessiw chauvinism. It was broad y hU11111n An~ gracious and toler­
ant. His nationalism, likE that of cassia Zioniaa generally, aimed 
to correct the abnorm~l political statue or the Je?."1 s . nco~le in the 
world, to put an end to its millenial national hanelesane•• which baa 
been the source of so much misfortune and ~ 1.f'ferin{', to ~ive to t,he 
people of Israel that which dvecy historic peopl• is entitled to have, 
a national home and a territorial baaeJ in ~ word, to restore tho lroken 
harmony of Israel•s life iu tho Diaspora. Thie ns to be achiewd not 
through the conquest or other peoples or through the expropriation ot 
other people•s territory or at the cost or the happiness and well-being 
of a~ne else, but• giving the chanoe - nd all we at'ked far ,:aa the 
chance - to achieve the sbatua of a free people among the other tree 
peoples of the earth by our own neat ~nd blo!'.'d in our cwn histo.ic 
home - in Palestine. 
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Dr. Weizmann never lost siuht or thi~ main purpose. He never 
awerved trom it. He would make concessions and coaprcmiaes, but 
never at the saerifiee of the eese~ tial 1hj ng itself. The cil'­
cunrerence always remained true to the center. ,tie center was 
the ne ... d - the 1.mde:1j_ed c nc .. 1 de:tiable n- ed of' findin,.. s heme 
:for !l homeless people - the need ,hich hns been so tragically 
undcr-f!ecred in the la st decade - t '-ie blackest in our history. 
Zionism tor him any more than tar Herzl was not the cloth of ro­
mane w ven in 2n idle day en the loo"!l ot dreams. It wae ines­
cable rate, unavoidable necessity. 

Dr. WeiDIAnn was f'requent.1.y def'eated, thwarted, and not only by 
non-Jews, an~ d seppo:..nted1 but 11k . +,he ·to it-hearted .... c.ientist 
that he is and the patient leader of a long-eutferirg people 
h~rdened t.o (1e.f0 t P~d cats.st rop 1e., he re·'Gurned over and over 
again to his one absorbing task. He experimented as a scientist 
with new form the, MW com1 inat :. :ns .. nd "l appro&ches . His 
heartaches were many• tor be led a aovement which w•a eesen'tial 17 
moral s.nd flpiritua.l "'n ('ha~-: c .. isr i .. ~ period of tne world's histor_y 
when poetr-war Europe was rapdi~ deteriorating morally and spirit,.. 
u.ally. But h nersisted- He knew what F..v =-ry sower of he seeds 
or life must know• that even atter a poor harvest one must BOIi' 
ag,1in. 

nr. eizmnnn h ~ at 11 t ~ be 0 n the seasoned and responsible 
guide - never too tar ahead or those who he •s charged to lead, 
never eguiling ~t e followers , 1 th gJ_-t., tt1:1ti . prosr cts and never 
holding out talse hopes. His word1 were, on significant occa-
stone, .nkin<ilinr, ar ·.n~pirl.ne, hut M l ~• ~ou .... ht to persuade 
by "aeon rather than to incite by passionate utterances. Though 
.firm in the espousal of his l)('Si tion, he e seldon1 given to the 
.foam and apindrirt or polemics. He has 118.de iatakes and baa 
acknowledged them. He is not a doctrinn:i.ire - he is a leader, a 
leadt 0£ a people 11ich in every grave crisis in its lliator,r, bae 
had the genius to produce leaders who were adequate to the sergency. 

In a great national criaie comparable uo our wn ali the time or the 
destruotion of the Temple and the dispersion of the people at t.hi!t 
hands of the Romane, Israll pr~ed a J.eader who matched his hour -
Joch.anan ben akkai. or him it was eaid in tribute that he waf "The 
I,ight of Israel, the Pillar of Strength, the Mighty Hanmer•. heN 
three qualities of character - the light o.t reason, the strength ot 
purpose, and the courage of attakcs., one finds in abundant measur 

in Israel• s leader in the present criaia - Dr. Chaim Weismann. 

There is no reward tor leadership. IAtaderahip is not a crown but a 
oro••• But this mould be your suetnining thought at all time■ (I 
maid to Dr. Weiamann on that occasion), that tore-ver your name will be 
•eet upon the lips ot a people whose mmory is lon , a people which 
never forgets those of its sons who eerYe it in dewtion and sacri­
ticial lo:,alty. 
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Be strong and of good courage 1 The sunwi.11 not go down upon our ~ 
battle until it is won. We shall meet the emouldering pbilJ•epll) 
of the Hun with the cool, calm fortitude ot our own. We shall 
surviVeJ the;y will perish. e were not born in helplessness. We 
shall not go ut ir1 defeat. And we shall rebuild our national life 
which the ages haw wasted, and our natior..al home, and you -.;ill be 
nunlared a1001.g the foreJtOat, of the •builder or Zion and of Jerusalem•• 

This waa said years before the State of Israel was established and years before 

Dr. Weizmann became its i~irst President. I would not subtract a .single ord or syl­

lable from what I st,id then, •••&¥, ana. I WOltld add much more il I could in memorial 

tri~~~ But, is it really n ce-,sary? ,... 
The great English at cl1itect, Sir Christopher -,il9en, lies buried in tl magnificent 

st. Paul's Cathedral which he designed and rebuilt, and on a tablet over the inner 

doorway are inscribed these wo1"ds a "Si monuraentum requirie, circumspice. n nrt you 

desire a monument, just lcok around. and see.11 

If men today or men ·oomcrro,: • ll lock :i. or a 100 .............. :nt to bespeak Dr. W izmann • s 

life and achievements, all ti oy nill need w do is o loo around than and eee the new 

state ot Isr5.el ~ hie a hel.ped to build• ~ebo1·n J ieh n&1.,lon, ~new life developing 

there, the HebreTi university which he e stablisheo., c,he s cieuti.fic institut,e ~-hich he 

found&~ r wi_l co.1tii:ru.13 ·to lie ~ 1 to all £ t\ll"e genel"&t.io1 • oi: d. s greatness and 

ot his aohi~vements. 

Naturally, I am f'ille,1 ··+1::.. s noi'' int ,a l pe· ,. of nr. 1rieir,&.lallrl 1wl th lllemoriea o~ 

him and of an association with him w r rocmy ye::.rs in thu ~use o;f Zlonis. Six month• 

visited Cleveland. It as ti1e occas~ o of my 2>th ann:c:"tsrsary aa Rctbbi of The Temple, 

on JamJ&cy- 24, l9LJ. Dr. Chaim eizaann wa the gt1eat ol houor on that ouca3i(Jn and 
~ 

spoke from this v ry pulpit. Many o ... yon may iNMettee1 it. Hie addre u a reoorde~ 

• »1ewe, Yesturday ,gf .. noun I played br: t, .r co··•d } ieaz again t,he voice or rq 

friend and tr revered leader, the voice no sileooed i death, and I was deeply mowd. 
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• I realise now that the reason for his coming to my mniversary celebration was a 

three-fold ~ne • He wished to express nis appreciation to £or having accepted his 

invitation earlier tha • ;year to visit England during the war and to aciciress the Jew­

ish comm: "ii. tie... .l. f,ngla::.d, t.v .u; p up t. 1eir mol .. ale and to urge them to re-double their 

efforts,. _ ver: 1:1 • .ie :lark j'"ears of' t!Je ar, in behalt of Palestine. He also wished 

to honor ue o. t~t occac!..on, ~25th anniversary, an honor which I, of' course, deeply 

appreciated. !?·1 t e .:~e;. t~ !1e sJUgi1t the ocoe1sion also i 1 order that he might aerft 

notice o r e ., . iJ11 U co.! ·ega. l,~ou t at he nad certain de nds t,o malcP and would 

soon aka . -~ \-¥ ea ..:.u that a ess - these are his wortls1 

I lo _ lieve that .1ab ... Sil""er s d stined to ~r:form things which 
will tranGceilll the framework of even ~ , t community like .. o u· ; 
a d very c ft, n, :.: coru.'ess it, to you, I had it in mind, to exerciN 
the authority and power which was given t,0 me by tey const1t,1ente 
in rr .1. t,:..ng n,r y Ra .J. SilVcl, Elli least for a short time, and load­
ing upon hi the great and difficult tasks of service t~ the tiow.l 
ide· 1 a , t __ is very critical time. 

~~c draft socn cm..e., Jii·J:.t th.at year, in 194), t his urgent request and that 

of the ads o t,l!e Z..i.. nis ' :e ;1nt in the uni d S s, I accepted the office ot 

Chairman of t, Ali ~r-~ car z::.o,,· ~t Eioorg 1cy Gouncil an hel t t olfice until tbl 

State ot Israal as esta.blis. d j_ • 1948. 

During t~ae six t,emptuc,i.18 yi ara of stru 1gle to build the ,Tetrish state, we came 

frequent~ together at meetings, congres 

tar aore often than in the earlier year • 

s &rrl delegations, missions, here ard abroad, 
~-~4."' 

And m.;y a'6uleti.an and reupect tor Dr. wais-

■•M grew wi,h ac uaintance a .d ne r diminiehea. ven a1"ter I tound myeell di"fltrging 

tran his poll tical line ~t10re sharply aa political events moved on to their druatio 

climax. ~ metholie c.uiii +.o sf ft'eP ¥et'o/ ,.-,,:i:,-. 1'requent:q we were in ~ abarp 

disagreement., but our ob,1ective never differed~ our mutual regard. 

Dr. lltizmann,,_;;:Jle was a British subject, oyal and proud of his adopted coun'tr7 -
~ 

to which country• hy ~'L he ga· e tl lifi of s son in the la t nr - • aa toywl 
Ho~~"' ,.. 

and proud: ;t~is adopted country where he had chiewd not alone personal tame and tul-

tillment, but where he had also Ill Ce ded in Nove ber 1917, with the aid ot .-thera, 
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• " obi.tithe :tauzv.19 Bal.tour Declaration which was the first official declaration on 

the part :r cne of' the gre@t powers of' the eart~ with .t'awr 1pon the estab-' .:I& ,, 
llshment ~ Palestine _1(_--- national home1.atd for t,he Jewish people. Dt". Weizmann 

remained pro-Dritish in his political orientatior , ~ven when it had beeane clear to 

many or ua that Great Eri tain had no intention to carry out th mandate either in let­

ter or in spirit and that a new political orientation was called for. Not that Dr. 

Weiamann accepted tamely and sul:aissive]y the progressive whi ttJ.in my on the pirt 

ot British governments or the clear terms of the mandate/ - fr quently he roiced hi• 

-e:ttJ!,r criticism and his indignation at his own gove~ment in stronG and courageoua 

terms. And once•.,, in the case of the P&ssfield White Paper in October 1930, hich 

aimed ~t a euspensi.on or ,Tew sh iJilmigration altogether tnt»o Palea1'iM and the introduc­

tion of strict restrictions upon land acquisition as well as the curtal lment of the 

authority of the Jewish Agency, Dr. WeiD1ann in protest resigned his of.fice as presi-

dent of t 1
18 Jewish Agency along with Felix l'larburg who at that time was chairman of the 

Council ot tt!l?~ewish Agency. 

~ 
1amann could not at any time envisage a break with Great Britain. He 

,.. v~~ 
relied on the essential honor and decency of the English people, which~ not alwa71 

J\ 

identical 'With the English go~emment. He believed that even the White Paper or 1939, 

, rtdclz waa fiJll•neunoell under tbe Cbamhs'4aiu OU vaz 1men+,y was onq a pas ing poll tical 

aberration, a temporary abando ent of the right course n the part or Great Britain, 

and thJ:t soo r or later t ' e mor1tl nse ot t English people ould farce the abandon­

ment of that policy and bri g about a return to the eorrec.t and just line. 

Dr. t'eismann was alJrays a moderate. He was a~ opposed to violent methoda. He 

ve ~mently oppo d the unciergrounl movements ot the e.rmiea of reaiatance wt ich sprang 

up in Pale. t i::e as the situ~tion became more nd JDOre deeparate. Here ,. r- • Jewa tl.ee-
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people in Palestine MOUnted as boatloads or Jewish refugees, crowded in unee ·orthy 

boat~, unab1e to diaclarge their hUIIIBD cargoes "n the sborea of Israel, were t,Jk 
14N1¥1e•ed tttxi turned back mid eank in the Mediterranean ~ the lac.: sea, aur'ar 

the re.tug,.e.s ho reaeh11td +,he ehaee of Palesti e w re ~i~d at11e :t:i..rn11s eeele, and trane-
1-\Aiu • ..... J..·• ~ ~ 

~d to IR~her ,s~ ~ r of the opJ.a mountc<:: until i't 

eml• out in viol nt acts of resistance, #-ae.bota , - killings and e :plo3iv •. 
cJ F V&A aJJ':"> 

Dr. Pfej_smann was oppo!led to all these acts of vioJ.ence';"' ctenounced them. ~ --v,. 

2ftlilow:blg the conclusion of ,;he Seoon ~ rld .ar in 1945, ..-d h n ... :.er. ral elec-

tions in England reau ted in a ~~ lctor,, f:or t ie }.~ P<r- t y Inch had been 110 

f'rien~ to Zionism while it was office, and ,::;hi.ch party so much as 
~~ ~ 

hoped tor when 1 t ... into office - hen it turned out that ~nder the ntm regime, 

where Ernest Bev-4..n was ~Foreign Secretaey' and AtR e na• ~- Prime finister, there 

1 
a, , I ~ 

wou d be no relief of the situation at all, -'fill Dr. Weizmann would give ~ move-

ment no new direction. The oppoei tion to him nd 1 tensitied and re~ched its 

cl 1max at the 22nd Zionist Congrea at Basla of 19h , here Dr. Weizmann was net 

elected president,ef xhe aotwM. His line as repudiated. It was, howe'9'er, not a 

personal repudiation of nr. • eizmann. tt was policy that was aban 0111d. Dr. Weiz­

mann at the t.ime was~ about it. lrM fzi his a~tobio aphy, •Trial nd 

Error" , speaking of that Congress, he hae +.Ma • 1a,_1C : \J ~ ~ 
The 22nd Congreae, therefore, had a special character dif.terin in 
at least one respeot trom revious Ccngrossen - the absence anon 
very rc.!U\Y deleg, tes of faith and even ope in tte British govern-

nt, Rnfl a tendency to rely on nethods r knai n or ncourabed 
iuoonc 7J.oni ts fore the war. These methods ere referred to by 
dj_fterent namee - resistance, defen , activism - b1t wr. tever shades 
uy hav-e en expressed by these tenna and the distinctions re by' 
no m ns clear, one feature was co1J11110n t ,, l or them - th convic­
tion of the need tor fighting against British authority in Palesti:a 
or nywbere els , :for t,hat matter. '-'.Y' star.:! on these ulrltters wa, 

ll-lmo'3m. I made it clear once more at the Congr ss. I stated 
f!fY belief that our justified protest sg in--t our rru trationa and 
1 njus-~ic ~ d suffered c uld have been made i th cl gnity and 
foroe, but w1 thout buckling to the de110ral'i~ing torces in tha Jlove-

nt. I .bee , here tore, a s in the p st, the so pego t for the 
sins ot the British QOTerment, and knowing that their aaault on 
the British Ooftnment was ineffective, the ctintiste, or what-
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ever they w nul& oall themael-e, turn'f thair aha:tts on me. About 
1 alf or the A crican delegat_on, led by Rabbi Silver, ana. part ot 
the Pales'vinian, led by r. Ben-Gurion, had de up their minds 
,1' t I as to go. on the surfs.cc it Tms not a personal m tterJ 

the debat,e h:.nged on hether e should or should not end deleg~tee 
to the Con ... c:re1 ces on Palesti ne, which ware to .. a resumed in London 
to ards tt.a e '!d of Ja.L1 • ey 1947, at the instance of the British 
Government. Dy a tiny majorit. , it was rlcc:1.ded not to •nd dele­
~at.es - and this was taken as the moral equivalent ~ & vote or no 
confidence in ma. . k'lt harpened in the end as that my election e 
President :.ia ·.i... g e · 1 &Ja impossi le - no President was elected -
the d l~ga te went to London by a be.ck d or. 

I 11= .1. t the Congrccs depre ... se , far more ~ t.h ap:.ri t in which it 
had 01.; n cor·du.cte<! than uy ~oo rebuf".t I had received. ~ 

But I am s:ire ths.t Dr. eizmann must have COL to oJ 1 ••••~what transpired 

at that Congress in qu1te a different light a few years later. H d his line been 
~l, t'( 

foll.awed in the critica:!.1a::"e years, there wonld be no Jewish State today, and 
~ . 

he would not have been Pr sltl~ t~~r--~~--&-1iliHle: or-:f91l'Ma..L. 
I' 

The British Oovorrmwnt had to brought to a tull real izat on that it must do 

ne of °b'fO things, e t.~ .r .r-ur_u tho ~"ldht,e ai , or give it up. ~t ••• 

furthermore ixlportc ni. to -c,t n to motlier grc;at po er other than Great Britain becauee 

~~cl ar}y coulj , ., , solve the probl, - to the great emergent ne,i· power/ the United 

States of A;-.1er;.ca, "s t .1e \~ .. ini ,\;.: i' ctor in t~ situation. 

into the L 0..L 

history. The n... r 

andat,e. She threw the whole probl• 

~ 
U ·t .d 1: •; i ( .G. . ne, Oli was fperrad ~ and hat followed 1a 

d led 1.n t o ~ .. ,.o t ee.rs-fi;; a-,j~~nJ~ 

Unit.ecJ nat.:. .no. peopl.e 01· sra • The 

" ap1><>~.ntcct-.lru;:_~e ~-e ilat~-• a I cial ColialllJ. tT.ee to make a new aul"fty ot the 

whol J'.lll'OM_r repc>rt o ' t n. e Special crn,m,}k_ty•,r'.~:r i-avored the estllblishMnt. 

or an inde ndent, Jmris 11tate i Pale tin uh -~;-ace ptRn~ of. t "e report 

b.,1 t As Ot.tbly o ' tt. . ·nit,ed ·--t: c.,c s r ~~o:e. :Jc;r 2 , 1)47, where t_he~rican Zionin 
rt~[ ~•o 

organization an tr orican gov-.rru.iant played ·ne decisive role• "'f\the procla tion 

or the State of Israel by t Jews of Palestine on y 14, l9LB, 1th the .American 

gowrraent being the tiret gowrment to give formal recognition to the new State ot 
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Iarael. IWC-~o days inter, Dr. We:'.. nn waa elected Presi~~ t1ae'li.rov1. ior. 1 

l]overnme~t l•ael. 

~ lof course, the Je s of Palestine , d to u11denirit,e with ,heir livf! 

ff!II\J their ·wlood an,l t,1.t.e tr v lor on the battletieJ.rl thee r,olitieal r.ir11ts "":hi~h re 

granted tr.am by the nati:n s of t :1e orldj eca-ase f'reedom is ever gj.mn nd nPvcr 

on by argumentation. Frciedo. is ?.Chicved1 frequently at ;Teat cc .• Free ~-

to be fought, for. )ten havo to die ~e =1,Jeed f'or it. ~ 'f' people that is not ready 

,o fight for its freedom is ;i people thB t 1 m ver ave f'reccbm fo:r l<>nG 
6A 

nr. Weizmam as a very tortunate JM.n 1 far more fortunate than other ~res t lead­

ers or peo le , o ~ot privileged to se i-th their own eye the fulfillment 

their •I c at dreanS. Dr. Th9000r Her~s not sc fOl"tW111te, t~great man of 

vision who founded politiu.1 Zionism and organize ople for the gr J t effort -,. 
he was not privileged to enter the promised nd. n the te as final 1.y ei~tab-

liahed, the bones of nr. Theodor Herzl were tran fe ed tro Vienna to t .• Herzl in 

Israel. 

ose3, w' led . ca 1 dren of Isra l out of sl ~ r:, a. .d 1 d t ~m t?rt-ou h :t"ort7 
c,.l\ 

years of sufiering, trial, struggle, through the wilderneEa, brought them to the ry 

doors_. .J;be w.7; gate.a,. of Canaan, ut he 1.; s 1£ w s r. oritr:1 le ~e to enter 1 t. He . -

died t the liop of Mt. Nebo and no one kno' s hi.; b ·1.al nl c to th . day. 

ismann was"l-orturaat and a i-'rivileged r , vc his life to ~ cauee. 
~ -er ~ 

He gave hi b illlant taltmts to 4wMi; c11i... le wor:~ .cl 1ieiPvi\w.y h;1rdJ not on]i a 

leader, buta worker ::n the ranks,~ tr11v,le · all over t ·a orl , from COUii:;, to 

country, 1·roo1 city to ci:ty, to aro oa, to ins ire, ,o plea .::. t,h hi . 

prlvileg .d to see ith lds own eyes the ful£1l • nt of h:.a life' a dr am to becane 

the first Pree-dent of the ne zy-ettabliah d Sta of Israel. ! think 

died a ccntented •• happsr man. Kay his memory be blessed. 

must have 
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CHAIM WEIZMANN 

A Uemorial Tribute 

November 16, 1952 

MY dear friends., there died in Israel this last week Dr. Chaim eizmann, the first 

President of' the state of Israel, and one of its founders. The passing of Dr. Weizmann 

was universally mourned, not only b# the Jews of Israel and by the Jews throughout the 

world, but by many non-Jews everywhere, heads of government.s, dignitaries, men of emin­

ence in all walks of life., all those who came to see in Dr. Weizmann not only the offi­

cial head of a state, but one of the truly great and noble men of our age. 

Dr. Weizmann died at the age of 78. He had been ailing for soma time. When I had 

the privilege of visiting him last in April of 1951 at his home in Rehovot, I found him 

already considerably weakened., slightly paralyzed, his eyes were dimming although his 

brilliant mind was still as active and as scintillating as ever. But his hands had 

definitely dropped the reins of leadership., but the people of Israel and the people 

throughout the world had nevertheless not forgotten his monumental contributions, his 

nigh fifty years of service to a great cause., and ever one adnired him, revered him, 

was proud of him. 

Quite apart from his predominent position as a nation-~uilder as head of the Zion­

ist movement, he was a rare dynamic personality. He was interesting in and by himself. 

He was also, as you well know, a great scientist and he had made outstanding contribu­

tions in his chosen field of chemistry. He also founded a great ut)iversity, the Hebrew 

Univ rsity in Jerusalem., and a very important institute of science in Rehovot where he 

lived. 

Dr. Weizmann was a man of seasoned culture. He was a fine linguist. He was at home 

in the culture of the world. He was steeped not only in the culture and literature of 

his own people, for his childhood and early manhood were spent in the Cheder and in the 

Yeshiva of a small town in White Russia, but he was also stepped in the culture and in 




