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FIVE TESTS OF A GOOD BOOK 

December 7, 1952 

This month is known as Jewish Book Month. The purpose of this s ecial month, set 

aside for the Jewish book, is of course to encourage the reading of Jewish 'books, the 

acquisition of them, the encouragement of building in each Jewish home a Jewish. book 

shelf. And that, of course, is a very comrr.endable purpose. To co~e to know the Jew

ish people you must read Jewish books because the life and the spirit and the history 

of our oeople are recorded in books. That is, of course, true of most every people, 

but it is perhaps truer of the Jewish people than of any other people. The genius of 

our people poured itself into no form of art as much as in writing. Our people attained 

high eminence in other artistic fields - art, music - but preeminently its achievements 

were in the field of literature. rt is through books that our people most influenced 

the civilization of the world. 

The very invention of the alphabet is now credited to the ancient Hebrews. OUr 

religion was the first to 1::e channeled through ahd conveyed to the world through a book, 

the Sefer Torah - the book of instruction, law. And accordingly, the founder of Islam 

called us "The People of the Book"• The early teachers of our people, following the 

first destruction, were known as the Sophrim, the book men, the scribes. Even the g re2t 

teachers who preceded them, the prophets, made provision - careful provision - that 

their preachments and their prophesies would be preserved and transmitted in written 

scrolls. Jeremiah had his secretary, his scribe, Baruch, whom he instructed to put 

his prophesies upon a book, upon a scroll, and when that ecroll waR burnt 

at the order of King Jehoakim, Jeremiah instructed his scribe o write a .fresh scroll. 

ICJaiah was commanded by the IPrds nTake thou a great tablet and rite upon it in 

conunon script.n 

The Jewish people haR a continuous literary history of over 31000 years, the long

est in the history of mankind. More than 11 000 years before the common era, Jews were 

writing history end poetry and lnw in the Hebrew language, top.y, more th~n 31000 years 
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later, they are still writing impressive literature in Hebrew, both in Israel and out

side of Israel. And in between these years our people wrote not only in the Hebrew 

language, but wrote important and world-influencing books in other languages. They 

wrote great books in Greek - Philo, for example, and Josephus; they wrote tremendously 

important boo~ in Arabic - ibn Qabirol and Halevi and Maimonides; Spinoza wrote in 

Latin; and J~s have written important things in nearly every Western European langu

age. The whole scienee of Judaism in its early days was written in G~rman. Books -

that•s how our pepple expressed itself. 

Our heroes 1tere men not 0f the sword but of the pen. The Rabbis say that the 

sword and the pen came down from heaven wrapped in one package• The Jews certainly 

did not choose the sword. It is with the pen that our valiant sons and daughters 

fought the great battles of human liberation. And our religion, Ju<i.aisn, drew its 

sustenance from scholars and books and relied on them for survival, not upon philan

thropy. 

To revere books, to buy books, to treat them t nderly and honorably, to look 

after their care and their proper binding, not to deface a book - those ,ere instruc

tiOr$ given by the book men of our people to us. 

Ther~ is an interesting testament which was left by Judah ihn Tibbo"l of the 12th 

century who lived in Spaln. He is known as nthe father of the translators" because 

it was he, Judah ibn Tibbon, who transla~d the gTeat works of GB.birol and Halevi and 

sadia into ebrew. He wrote a testament for his son, samuel, who himself be-

came a very important translator. Judall ibn Tibbon was a man of hi h culture and was 

an enthusiastic collector of books I and in his testament to his son he wrote the fol

lowing, 

Atv son, msKe thy books thy companl.... Let tey cases and shelves 
be thy pleasure grounds and gardens. Bask in their parani.se; gather 
their fruit; pluck their roses; take their spices and their myrrh. 
If they soul be satiate and weary, change from garden to garden, 
from furrow to furrow I from prospect to prospect. Then will tey
desire renew itself and thy soul be filled with delight. 
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Never refuse to lend books to anyone who has not the means to pur
chase books for himself, but only act thus to those who can be 
truste to return the volumes. 

Take particular care of thy books. Cover the bookcases with rugs 
of fine quality and preserve them from danp, mice, from all man
ner of injury, for thy books are they good treasure• If thou 
lendest a volune, make a memorandum before it leaves thy house, 
and when it is returned, draw thy pen over the entry, and every 
Passover and Tabernacles call in all books out on loan. 

Jc~vs ere encouraged to a cquire books, if they had intention, of course, to read 

,hem. The me e acquisition of books was discouraged. They spoke of a man w just 

buys books to putt.em on t e shelf as a donkey carrying books11 • Je 

were encouraged to write books if they had anything to say and they knew how to say it . 

A man who writes a book and leav~s a book after him when he is gon , he Rabbis ~poke 

of h:. ltl as one who "speaks from the grave t. But if a man did not have anything to my 

and did not know how to say it, our acher discot.raged them fro -. riting books. d 

the Book of Ecclesiastes, you will recall, gives us the famous words, "And abo e all, 

L admonished ., my son, of making many books there i o end. 

This distrust of w ri ting many unnecessary books and of reading many unhelpful 

books, our people shared with other cultured peoples, of course. The great Roman »n

perer, M rcus urelius, who was himsel£ a famous writer, ur ed men to free themselves 

from the thirst for books. Just a feverish thirst for books is not good. And a mod

ern writer, the noted French author, Ernest Dimnet, writes in his interesting little 

volume, The Art of Thinking, 

mien ople do red, what do they read? Many pretend to read the 
the ible ., but of how f it true? Today printing ha gom 
mad and the world is in danger of being submerged by ,he ocean of 
books . Three or four in a thous nd read poets. They regard it 
with the same surprise, not unmixed ith mistrust , with which the 
poets thems lves are considered. What is produced by the gro 8 1 
what is constantly forced on our attention, trumpeted by publicity 
and magnified by critici!l!l, is fiction. Novels fill the book shopt 
e.nd suffocate our book h .. l es. What people read in the country 
where there is a litt.le time to read are novels; what people pre
tend to read or skim through in town, when there never is any time, 
are novels . And the novels are not those great works of fiction 
since the 16th century have added to our knowledge of ma.nkirx:l, or 
even their modern successors of such fame that we cannot ignore 
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them. Th y are, as the readers know· they are, pure and simple 
trash, the very titles of which will be .forgotten in a week. 

ow 
I 

what shall we select to read out of the mass of available literature? e 

must first answer to ourselves the question, what do we want our reading o <lo for us? 

What need is our reading to satisfy? What cb we ant out of a book? Do we want a book 

to be soporific, to help us to fall asleep after a tired day? Then almost any book, 

I assume,a magazine or a newspaper or a telephone directory would do ,he trick. That•s 

reading without retention, without pro.fit, without inspiration . Do you want a vicar

ious, sensual th.rill, .omething that will tickle our prurience - well, there is aver

itable stream of such murky books that are today available, some in very convenient 

pocket editions with lurid co ers, calculated to attract the adolescent moron, books 

which I see our government is beginning to investigate• 

But I asstnne that we do not include these books in th~ category of good books, 

books to cherish and to be grateful for and to keep for life as .friendly companions . 

Nor , I believe , are ~e among those, or should be a.mo those, who are intimidated into 

reading the bet eelJers' just because everybody else is 1'bing it , just because we do 

not wish to be embarrassed and to look blank when someone asks us, have we read thi 

exciting new best seller. B-st ~ellers, my dear friends, :tre a a rule dead rubbish 

in 10 or 15 years. Recently I saw a list of the 20 best sellers a few decades a.go. I 

could hardly recognize the ti el or the author of more than 2 or 3 of them. Nor, I 

dare say, would you. 

The most unintelligent reader is he who reads only best sellers . Such people are 

the victi~ of advertising. In literature the test of a good book is not whether it 

is old or new. This is a valid test for scientific tests . Here you must look for the 

most up-to-d&te , for scientific knowledge , whether in the field of the exact sciences 

or in history or the social sciences, is cumulative and we want the latest findings arxi 

discoveries • This I of course, is not the case in literature or in art or in music • The 
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latest is by no means the best or the truest, and the most recent may be only the most 

ephemeral and the least worth while. One should not, of course, exclude the new for 

everything that is old wes once new, but one should, I believe, be partial to book whihh 

have stood the test of time, which successive generations of men of varying tastes a-1 d 

cultures and climes have found satisfying and desirable. The mortality rate among books 

is appalling. If, therefore, a book has survived a century or a millenium, it is cer

tainly not a 1TB. tter of accident. There is immortality in that book. 

And furthermore., we should remember that aey book, even if it is two or three 

thousand years old, is a nev, book if you haven •t read it. It was on]y this year that 

I had the opportunity to read the History of Herodotus. I have read selections of it 

from time to time in my school days, but never had the opportunity tor ead through it. 

The history of the Graeco-PersianWars of the 5th century before the common era, and I 

.found that book far more exciting and rewarding - as it is undoubtect'" far more endu.rir:g -

than Caine Mutiny or Tallulah Bankhead 1 s Tallulah. 

What do we want out of a book - that is not purely a text book? What is the test 

of a good book? Well, I'll give you my judgment in the matter. First of all, a good 

book should add something to us, something that no one can take away from us. A good 

book does not end with the reading of it. Something remains of intellectual or spiritual 

or esth~tic value, something which vdll help us to be what Francis aeon called a 1'.full 

man", a mature human being. I am not thinking so much in terms of infonnation; I am 

thinking rather in terms of formation., something which will advance the culture of my 

soul, sbmething that will augment :ne. "There are books which make us more wise even 

when they do not make us more learn d." 

I want a book to give me a certain dilation of the spirit, a stretch of the imag

j nation, a view of new horizons. I want a boolc to feed me, to give me manna. Now, 

manna, according to the saying of our Rabbis, tasted differently to different people. 

That is quite all right. Not all people like the same food, but all people must have 

food. A book that is not food, that does not nourish., upbuild, develop, aay be a drug, 



C -6-

rnay be hashish, may even have anesthetic fascination because of its cold and sterile 

perfection of style and form. It is not a "good" book. 

And second, in my judgment., a good book sho ld take sanething away .from us -

some ignorance, some fear, some prej1dice, some selfishness, some dill!less of the sovl. 

A good book should leave us with a wider sympathy and tolerance for a 11 those about 

us, for the strong and the weak, for the saint and the sinmr alike, and the stranger 

that is vdthin or without our gltes. A good book of fiction or poetry or essays or 

history or biography should open our eyes to 9!9e w:i. th a new clarivoyance and to com

prehend with armer insight whatever nature and life puts before us. 

A good makes us look at life until what has been commonplace all along becomes 

~gically strange and thereafter and forever companionable and more meaningful aid 

closer. And in the third place a good book should ·nterpret and explain hat we 

ourselves, unaided perhaps, fin difficult to understand or appreciate. 11 ll.fe is 

short bu:m art is long," is the famous proverb. A gr at artist can irradiate wi tl 

the eternal light of his art our brief days . He can shed light into the dark corners 

of human personality and human relationships . He can help us to un erstand ourselves 

and our own problems by unfolding for us and illuminating for us the life and the prob

lem of others, how they stood up to the shocks of life, hol'T they took defeat or 

faj led to take it1 what trials and tribulations and temptations, how they grew or 

failed to grow through their experiences. 

In a good book ~omething of ourselves ill always appear, something of our own 

confusion or weakness or r,roping, for there is something of the universally human in 

every good book, the universality of character and behavior. A good book will some

times awaken within us thought which e feared to acknowledge to ourselves, and reach 

down deep to the very springs of rur beings . 
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There is a famous proverb that the "advice which friends dare not give to a King 

a book will give him"• 

A good book is an honest book. The great essayist, Montaigne., introduced his 

famous collection of essays with the saying, "Reader., thou hast here an hon~st book." 

And in the next place, friends, a good book should set one not only thinldng, but 

stx:>uld challenge to action. As I read myself into a book~ if it is a good book, I un

consciou ly recreate myself. I am startled into a new awareness and I want to do som~ 

thing about it. rt girds me with new strength and resolution. ow, all this does not 

always resolve itself in action, but sometimes it does, swaredly or more often, quite 

unconsciously. To a degree a man is remade and redirected and stimulated into conduct 

by a great and good book. 

Final~, dear friend I a ood book should give us pleasure, s ould i crease our 

njoyment of life. A good book should be a beautiful and pleasurable experience. a 
shoul:l be well written. One should never read a book t. t bores one1 we owe nothing 

to a bore but absent treatment. 

You might recall the story of a man who cam~ to his physician and said, •Doctor., 

I am sick." And the doctor asked hi. , "What is your trouble?" And he said, "Doctor., 

I talk to myself.n And he said, "That•s a col'JDilonplace thing. That•• not a disease." 

And the man said, "But you don I t know what a terrible bore I am." 

A heavy tome written in pedestrian style, without form, without lift, without 

imagination - is a book to be avoided. A good book 1ould evoke not only our reverence, 

but our eagerness and our joy. Good and great books have survived "the tooth and razor 

of oblivion", to use Shakespeare•s phrase because they lighted generations of men who 

found deepest satisfactions in reading them. They loved them; they were delighted with 

them. 
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Just as in the case of religion - religion survived not out of fear or because of 

superstitions, but because people loved God and loved hi.s Torah, his law. 

"Unless thy Torah was my delight, 

I would have been lost in the poverty, the penury, the emptiness of my life." That is 

what gave joy to the man of faith, delight. And great book are being preserved by and 

large, and good books, because they delighteth the tired hearts of men and gave them a. 

sense of joy in the midst of sorrn, gave them solace and grief, gave them inspiration 

and discouragement, gave them hew horizons when the world was imprisoning tli.eir spirits 

and their minds. 

Well, there may be other tests of a good book - I am sure that I h, ve not exhausted 

the subject. To me., at least, that•s Vlhat a good book should cb. 'llhose are the books 

that one should reach for because lif is short. We oubht not to ast,e our t. ime, the 

little time that we hav" for reading, upon worthless things,upoa books which give us 

nothing, which take nothing from us, which do not feed us, which do not inspire us and 

which do not really give us the lasting, the finest sat:sfaotions in life. 

There are such books among Jevnsh books and IwouJ.d urge you to acquire some such 

books. Add them to your library. Read them. You will be grat~ful for the experience/ 
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FIVE TESTS OF A GOOD BOOI 

December 7, 1952 

wfu·~w 
Thia month is known as Jewish Book llOnth. The purpoae or this special month,- set 

. ~ 
aside tor the Jewish book, is of courae to encourage the reading of Jewish booka,"the 

acquisition ot them, '\Re eneeYBat,,men-\ ef \Mlilcti.Ag ii..A • acb Je-1 sb bome • Jniah book 
,-a~ 

sheMs AR• 1'ha:t,! ot courae, is a very connendable purpose. To come to lmow the Jf!W-

ish people you must read Jewish books because the life and the spirit ,anci the ftiatazy 

ot our people are recorded in books. That ia, of course, true of most eTe1'7 people~/ 

but 1 t is perhaps truer of the Jewish people than or any other people. The geniua or 
..:c..1; 

our people poured itselt into no form of art as much as i:R-writing. our people attained 

high eminence in other ari,iatic .field• - art, music - but preeminently 1 ta achievements 

were in the field of literature. It is through books that our people most influenced 

the civilisation ot the orld. 

The very invent on of the 1 habet i now c ed to the ancient Hebrews. Our 

religion was the first 10 channeled ~8\&&A ~~d to the orld through a book, 

t.he Sef'er Torah - t.he Book of' jnstruct.ion, J g A~rdi~ "l& f'ounder of' IBlam ~ 
called us •The People of the Book". The early teach . rs o t our people, following the ax, a_ 

ll.. 
!jr.t dee'brttctioft\, were lmown as the Sop'9im, VIF-book men, ~ scribe•• Even the g reat 

teachers who preceded them, the prophets, made pPe'fteion - c aret\11 provision ~ that 

their preachments &As 46ketr pr•opt■eies wo 1ld be es rved and trausrrii,t,ed in ritten 

aarolls. Jerendeh had his ,NCI'titaey, hie scribe, Baruch, hom he instructed to put 
IL - c-._ t.J .A,.t

1
~ 

hi• prophesies ~ """ 'tl:pcR a 'bea, apµ..,4 scroll, and when t t scroll was bumt 

~t.he order of' King Je~, JBremiah inllt.ruct.ed hiB 11eribe •o write a .t'resh acrolle 
,. -1,, .. , 

Isaiah was cOIIIIDllnded by the IP~ ~ ~e\lic a great tablet and rite upon it in 

common acript. •r.. 

·~~ ~~1, The Jewish people haa. a continuous literary histoey7 ••r 31000 ;years, J..i;~g-

est in the history of nld.nd. More than 11000 years before the common era, Jews were 

writing history ~try and law 1n the Hebrew language,~, more than 3,000 year• 
I 



later, they are still writing impressive literature in Hebrew, both in Israel and out

side of Israel. ~ 9n between thes yeare our people wrote not only in t; he Hebrew 
o.i ~ 

language, but wrote important nd world-infiuenoing books .in other language"). They 

wrote eat books in Greek - Philo, .for exarupl , nd Josephus J they wrote tremendously 

(N.z: ba;a;,gea were •n ne~ er the awora but of t;he pea. The Rabbis say that the 

•ord and the pen rme d.!"'11 aven w r pped in Olle packag • The Jews certainly 
-~~~J=l~L..~!08~ 

did not choose the sword . I p n that our v ali nt sons and daught r• 

fought the great battles or human liber tion. J.R.i-eui,, ••Jaii§ion, Judai sn.- drew i ta !L ·, .. 
sustenan f'ro scholars and books and relied on the .f~vai), iBO'h uoou ptdlau-f, • 

n honorabq , to look 

after their care and their proper bindin, not to f. ce a 

tior.s given by ~book men ;fo our ople. :t.e 1111. 

ok - the3e were ~o

" 
There is an interest g n wh··ch l ft by J dah ibn Tibbon of the 12th 

century who lived in Spain. He is known as nthe father of the tr nslator " bftoause 

it was he,.. Jutteh !bn Ti.Gbob) who tr nsls:t.d th 
eu:s 

at works of Qabiro:J, M'ld"'Halevi and 

sadia into brew. He wrote \ testament tor his on, uel, ho h". ·• lf be-

oame a very important translator. Ju ibn Tibbon a n of hi h culture and was 

an enthusiastic collector of booka,, MR!Jn h; t tarnent to his son he rote the tol

lorlng1 

eon. make thy books thy comparu••• t tr~ cases and shelve• 
be thy pleasure grounds and gardens. Bask in their paradi•J gather 
their truitJ pluck their roae&J take their spices and their 1113rrh. 
If thty soul be satiate arxi weary, change tram garden to garden, 
tro furrow to turr01r, f'rom prospect to prospect. Then will thy 
desire renew itself and thy soul be filled wi. th delight. 
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Never retuse to lend books to n;yone ho has not the means to pur-
chase books for hi aelf, but only act thu to those who can be 
trusted to return the volumes. 

Take particular oare ot tb¥ booka. Co~ r the bookcases nth ruga 
of fine quality and preserve them tr damp, mice, from all ma.It

ner of injury, for thy books ar th6 good tr asure. If thou 
lendest a volume, make a memor ndum before it leave■ thy ho , 
and when it is returned, draw tey pen over the entry, and every 
Passover d bernacles call in all books out on loan. 

it 
Jerrs were encoura d to Acquire book•, it they hadfntention, or course, to read 

them. The mere c uisition of bookCJ w,-.s di ccur d. They spoke or a man who ~ ~ 
~ " "c- ~-UAA-,•'1 ~f 

~U¥8 books~ put the on 1'Rllli- shelf••......., •• aeftkey cmzyi"ng boo~. J a 

were enco:e 1 mrite booke if' they had aeyt.hi ng t.o say and they kn how to • it. 
~ ~\-, .l-

~man ho w 1 t s book and 1 ves ~ aft r him hen he is gone~ the ~e&ie .. ,:r,oke • 

els kl-Ill as one rho "speaks from the gr •. But if man ~ot hav; anything to 

and did not know how to say it, our te chere disct9 ged 1IMll tran writing booka. 
~ ww,;~. 

~ Book of IOcleei stee, you will r call, g1,,,_. JN t,he:- ti oua we•(l•tl ·•An ve 11, 

be admonished, my eon, o making r..any booka th i 

This distrust of ri ting ma unneoes sary bo k din ny unhelpful 

booka, our people shared ith ot~r cultured peopl • :of ~Ccaee. The gre t o n Em

perer, Marcus Aurelius, ho was h . lf' a f u writer! ~ged n to tree them 1-Ye• 
\\ 1, r. AJ Ul,\~Ol.1,~ 

tram the thirst :tor books. ~ te eri h ~ 1r t f r books is not d. ~ mod-

ern writer, the noted French uthor, Erne t D 

volume, The Art of Thinking. · 

t, writes hi int restin little 

llAeR peep:1:e t16 read, whab ee :tae,: read? llali69 px e telid to read th~ 
t:he B,(bJ.e, lnxt or how tew 1s it tx ac~ .. Today printing has goa-\. 

d nd the world is in d nger of bei g iil:nerged by t~ oce n ot 
books. Thr or four in thousand read poets. They regard it 
w1 th the same surpri , not UllllWted 1 h mistrust, w:l th which the 
poets them lvee ar considered. What ie produced by t.he gx-c,11, 
what is constantly toroed on our attention, trumpeted by publicity 
and magnified by critici1111, is ficti n. 1ovels till the book sbope 
and sutfoc te our book shelv s. What pe ple read in t colDltr;y 
where there ia a little til:Je to read re novelaJ what people pre-
tend to read or skim through in town, when there ne~ r is aey time, . 
are no-v, ls. And the novels are not ho e great works of tiotion ~ 
since the 16th century have added to our knowledge or mankind, or 
ven their mod rn aucces or• or such t that we oannot ignore 
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the • They , as the adere know the7 are, pure and simple 
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latest is by no means the best M ~be wee+., and the most recent may be only the most 
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FIVE T~STS OF A GOOD J300K 
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For Jewish Book Month And Every Month 

BY. DR. ABBA HILUL SILVER 

This thought-provoking essay was originally deliv
ered by Dr. Silver as a sermon in The Temple, Cleve
land, of which he is rabbi. It is a timely reminder 
on the occasion of the annual celebration of Jewish 
Book Month.••• THE EDITOR 

This month is known as Jewish Book Month. The purpose of this special month, 
which is set aside for the Jewish book, is, of course, to encourage the reading of 
Jewish books and the acquisition of them. This, of course, is a very commendable 
purpose. To come to know the Jewish people you must read Jewish books because the 
life and the spirit of our people are recorded in books. That is also true of most 
peoples, but it is perhaps truer of the Jewish people than of any other people. The 
genius of our people poured itself into no form of art as much as into writing. Our 
people attained high eminence in other artistic fields - ~t, music - but p~eeminently 
its achievements were in the field of literature. It is through books that our peo
ple most influenced the civilization of the ~orld, and it is to the eternal credit 
of the Jewish Book Council of America that it has made an imaginative and effective 
effort in bringing the literary treasures of the past to our attention through the 
project called Jewish Book Month. The Council is a sponsored activity of the Nation
al Jewish welfare Board, which, as the national association of 350 Jewish Community 
Centers and YM-YlfIAs, has a vital role in the dissemination of Jewish culture in the 
Jewish community. 

The very invention of the alphabet is now credited to the ancient Hebrews. 
Our religion was the first to be channeled and conveyed to the world through a book, 
the Safer Torah - the Book of Instruction. The founder of Islam, accordingly, called 
us "The People of the Book". The early teachers of our people I following the exile, 
were known as the Sopherim, book men, scribes. Even the great teachers who preceded 
them, the prophets, made careful provision that their preachments would be preserved 
in written scrolls. Jeremiah had his scribe, Baruch, whom he instructed to put his 
prophesies down in a written scroll, and when that scroll was burnt by the order of 
King Jehocakim, Jeremichinstructed his scribe to write a fresh scroll. 

Isaiah was commanded by the Lord to take "a great tablet and write upon it in 
common script". 

The Jewish people has a continuomliterary history of more than 3,000 years, 
perhaps the longest in the history of mankind. More than 11000 years before the com
mon era, Jews were writing history, poetry and law in the Hebrew language. Today, 
more than 3,000 years later, they are still writing impressive literature in Hebrew, 
both in Israel and outside of Israel. In between these years our people wrote not 
only in the Hebrew language, but wrote important and world-influencing books in other 
languages as well. They wrote great books in Greek - Philo, for example, and Jose
phusJ they wrote tremendously important books in Arabic - ibn Gabirol and Halevi and 
Maimonides. Spinoza wrote in Latin. Other Jews wrote important works in nearly 
every modern European language. Through books, our people expressed its mind and 
soul and uttered itsmessage .to the world. 

The Rabbis say that the sword and the pen came down from heaven wrapped in one 
package. The Jews certainly did not choose the sword - unless forced upon them. It 
is with the pen that our valiant sons and daughters fought the great battles of hum
an liberation. Judaism drew its sustenance from scholars and books, and relied on 
them for the means of survival. 

To revere books, to buy books, to treat them tenderly and honorably, to look 
after their care and their proper b~ng, not to deface a book - these were careful 
instructions given by our book men to our people. 

There is an interesting testament which was left by Judah ibn Tibbon of the 
- mere -
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12th century who lived in Spain. He is known as "the father of the translators" be
cause it was he who translated the great ~orks of Gabirol, Halevi and Sadia into 
Hebrew. He wrote his testament for his son, Samuel, who himself became a vey im
portant translator. Judah ibn Tibbon was a man of high culture and was an enthusi
astic collector of books. In his testament to his son he wrote the folla.ring: 

My son, make they books thy companions. Let thy cases and shelves 
be thy pleasure grounds and gardens. Bask in their paradise; 
gather their fruit; pluck their roses; take their spices and 
their myrrh. If thy soul be satiate and weary, change from gar
den.,·to garden, from furrow to fuITow, from prospect to prospect. 
Then will thy desire ren~, itself and thy soul be filled with de
light. 

Never refuse to lend books to anyone lho has not the means to 
purchase books for himself, but only act thus to those who can 
be trusted to return the volumes. 

Take particular care of thy books. Cover the bookcases with 
rugs of tine quality and preserve them from damp, mice, from 
all manner of injury, for thy books are thy good treasure. If 
thou lendest a volume, make a memorandum before it leaves thy 
house, and when it is returned, draw thy pen over the entry, 
and every Passover and Tabernacles call in all books out on 
loan. 

Jews were encouraged to acquire books, if they had the intention1 -of course, 
to read them. The mere acquisition of books was discouraged. They spoke of a man 
who bought books only to put them on a shelf as, "a book-carrying donkey". Jews were 
encouraged to write books if they had anything to say and they knew how to say it. 
The Rabbis spoke of a man who ~rites a book and leaves it after him when he is gone 
as one ,ho "speaks from the grave". But if a man did not have aeything to say and 
did not know how to say it, our teachers discouraged him from writing books. The 
Book of Ecclesiastes, you ,,,ill recall, utters the famous warning: "And above all, 
be admonished, my son, of making many books there is no end. 11 

This distrust of writing many unnecessary books and of reading many unhelpful 
books, our people shared with other cultured peoples. The great Roman Emperor, Mar
cus Aurelius, who was himself a famous writer, urged men to free themselves from 
"the thirst for books." A feverish and unsatiable thirst for books is not good. A 
modern writer, the noted French author, Ernest Dimnet, writes in his interesting lit
tle volume, The Art of Thinking: 

Today printing has gone mad and the world is in danger of be-
ing submerged by the ocean of books. Three of our citizens in a 
thousand read poets. They regard it with the same surprise, not 
unmixed with mistrust, with which the poets themselves are con
sidered. What is produced by the gross, what is constantly 
forced on our attention, trumpeted by publicity and magnified 
by criticism, is fiction. Novels fill the book shops and suf
focate our book shelves. What people read in the country where 
there is a little time to read are novels; what people pretend 
to read or skim through in town, when there never is any time, 
ai-e novels. And the novels are not those great works of fie• 
tion which, since the 16th century have added to our knowledge 
of mankind or even their modern successors of such fame that 
we cannot ignore them. They are, as the readers kno~ they are, 
pure and simple trash, the very titles of which '-rill be for
gotten in a week. 

What then shall we select to read out of the mass of available literature? 
We must first answer the question, what do we want our reading to do for us? What 
need is our reading to satisfy? What do we want out of a book? Do we TTant a book to 
help us to fall asleep after a tired day? Then almost any book, I assume, a maga
zine or a newspaper or a telephone directory, for that matter, will serve this sopor
ific purpose. That is reading without retention, without profit, without inspira• 
tion. Do we want some vicarious, sensual thrill, something that will tickle our 
prurience - well, there is a veritable stream of such murky books which are avail• 
able today, some in very convenient pocket editions with lurid covers, calculated 
to attract the adolescent moron, books which our government is beginning to investi• 
gate. 

I ma1 assume that we do not include such books in the category or so°f books, 
books to cherish, to be grateful for and to keep for life as friendly compan ons. 
Nor are we among those, or should be among those, who are intimidated into reading 
"best sellers" just because everybody else is doing it, just because we do not wish 
to be embarrassed and to look blank when someone asks us whether we have read this 

• more -
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exciting new best seller. Best sellers, rrr., dear friends, are, as a rule, dead rub
bish in 10 or 15 years. Recently I saw a list of the 20 best sellers of a few de
cades ago. I could hardly recognize the title or the author of more than two or 
three of them. Nor, I dare say, would you. 

The most unintelligent reader is the one who reads only best sellers. He is a 
victim of advertising. In literature the test of a good book is not whether it is 
old or new. This is a valid test for scientific texts. Here you must look for the 
most up-todate; for scientific knowledge, whether in the field of the exact sciences 
or in history or the social sciences, is cumulative. We want the latest findings and 
discoveries. This is not the case in literature or in art or in music. The latest 
is by no means the best, and the most recent may be only the most ephemeral and the 
least worth while. One should not, of course, exclude the new, for everything that 
is old was once new, but one should, I believe, be partial to books which have stood 
the test of time, which successive generations of men of varying tastes and cultures 
and climes have found satisfying and desirable. The mortality rate among books is 
appalling. If, therefore, a book has survived a century or a millenium, it is cer
tainly not a matter of accident. There is immortality in that book. 

Furthermore, we should remember that any book, even if it is two or three thou
sand years old, is a new book if we have not read it. It was only this year that I 
had tje opportunity toread through in full the History of Herodotus. I had read 
selections of it from time to time since my school days, but never did I have the 
opportunity to read it in its entirety. I found that the history of the Graeco-Per
sian Wars of the 5th century before the common era was far more fresh, exciting and 
retiarding than the Caine Mutiny or Tallulah Bankhea~•s Tallulah.• •• 

What do ~e want out of a book - that is not purely a text book? What is the 
test of a good book? I will give you my thoughts in the matter. First of all, a 
good book should add something to us, something that no one can thereafter take away 
from us. A good book does not end with the reading of it. Something remains of in
tellectual or spiritual or esthetic value, something which will help us to become 
what Francis Bacon called a "full man11 ., a mature human being. I am not thinking so 
much in terms of information; I am thinking rather in terms of formation, something 
which will advance the culture of our soul, something that will augment us. "There 
are books which make us more wise even when they do not make us more learned." 

I want a book to give me a dilation of the spirit, a stretch of the imagina• 
tion, a view of new horizons. I want a book to feed me, to give me manna. Now, man
na, according to the saying of our Rabbis, tasted differently to different people. 
That is quite all right. Not all people 1 ike the same food, but all people must have 
food. A book that is not food, that does not nourish, may be a drug, may be hashish, 
may even have anesthetic fascination because of its cold and sterile architectural 
perfection of style and form. It is not necessarily a "good" book. 

Secondly, a good book should take something aiaz from us - some ignorance, 
some fear, some selfishness, some dimness of the sou. A good book should leave us 
disencumbered of certain prejudices so that we may thereafter share in a wider sym
pathy and tolerance for all those about us, for the strong and the weak alike, the 
saint and the sinner, and the stranger that is within or without our gates. A good 
book of fiction or poetry or essays or history or biography should open our eyes to 
see with a new clairvoyance and to comprehend with warmer insight whatever nature 
and life place before us. 
I A good book makes us look at life steadily until what has been commonplace be
comes magically strange and forever after more companionable and more meaningful. 

In the thtrd place a good book should interpret and explain rhat we ourselves, 
unaided perhaps, may find diffucult to understand or appreciate. "Life is short but 
art is long," is a famous saying, A great artist will irradiate with the eternal 
light of his art man's brief days upon earth. He will shed light into the dark cor-
ners of human personality and relationships. He can help us to understand ourselves 

and our own problems more clearly by unfolding for us and illuminating for us the lite 
and the problems of other people - ha.r they stood up to the shocks of life, how they 
took defeat or failed to take it, what trials and tribulations and temptations were 
theirs and how they grew or failed to grow because of them. 

In a good book sanething of ourselves will always appeat1, something of our own 
confusion or weakness or groping, for there is something of the universally human in 
every good book, the universality at character, desires and behavior. A good book 
will sometimes awaken within us thought which we feared to acknowledge to ourselves. 
It will reach deep down to the very springs of our being. 

A good book is an honest book. It will commend itself to us because or its 
honesty. Montaigne introduced his famous collection of Essays with the words: 
"Reader, thou hast here an honest book." 

- more -



In the next place, friendsj a good book should set us not only thinking; but 
should challenge us to action. As we read ourselves into a book, it it is a good 
book, we unconsciously recreate ourselves. We are startled into a new awareness and 
we want to do sornething about it. It girds us both with discontent and resolution. 
All this does not always resolve in action, but sometimes it does awaredly, or more 
often, quite unconsciously. To a degree a man is remade., redirected and activated 
by a good book. 

Finally, a good book should give us pleasure. It should increase our enjoy• 
ment of life. A good book should be a beautiful and pleasurable experience. It 
should be well written. One should never read a book that bores one. We owe nothing 
to a bore but absent treatment. 

~ heavy tome written in a pedestrian style, without form, without lift, with
out imagination is a book to be avoided. A good book should evoke not only our rever• 
ence, but our eagerness and our joy. Good and great books have survived "the tooth 
and rasure of oblivion", to use Shakespeare's phrase because they delighted genera
tions of men who found deepest satisfactions in them. They loved them. They loved 
to preserve them and transmit them. "Unless Thy Torah had been my delight, I would 
have been lost in the p~verty of my life." That is what gave survival to faith -
deep, abiding joy. Good books, too, have been preserved because they delighteth the 
tired hearts of men and gave them a sense of joy in the midst of sorrow, solace in 
the midst of grief, inspiration in the midst of discouragement, new horizons when the 
world had fenced them in. 

There may be other tests of a good book. I am sure that I have not exhausted 
the subject. To me, at least, this is what a good book should do. These are the 
kinds of books that one should reach for, because life is short. We ought not to 
waste the little time which we have for reading upon worthless things, upon books 
which add nothing to us, which take nothing away from us, which do not feed us, which 
do not inspire us and which do not really give us joy and the lasting satisfactions 
in life. 

There are many such books among Jewish books. I would urge you to acquire 
them and read them. You will enrich your heart and mind. 
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movement w e I ts a ere nits straight into ac
cepting Zionism and Chalutziut as the only solution for 
the young Jews of their time. According to the author, 
the maskilim should be regarded as near-revolutionarie 
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Czar and the introduction of social reforms; failing 
• both~ th y decided on the "lngathering of the 
E iJes;' 
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movements; it wa a urce of inspiration equally to 
the ociali t Bund and to Zioni m and Sociali t Zion
ism. But it also led a cction of East rn Jewr , parti
cularly the upper strata, to stri,e for comp) te a imi
lacion 'With t•heir surroundings socially and cconomi
call . Thi strong conscr ative element were prepared 
to co-operat with the authorities a Jo,ng a they 
could retain their pri ilege . They sometimes preached 
the u e f Hebre , but in private life they poke 
Ru ian or Poli h; the looked with particular contempt 
on Yiddi h which they consid r d the "language of 

rvant and cart-driver ."' There were. how ver, others 
am ng the propagator of Haskalalz who, in their 
urge to r ach the car f the ma ·with their m dern 
idea , on came to rcali e that 10 do thi effcc,tivel , 
the had to speak the onl language the e ma se 
under tood- and it w~ they who laid the foundation 
of a m dcrn and popular Yiddi h literature. Although 
it i true to y that the re i al of Hebre a a poken 
tongu i link d ith Ha~kafalt. it i also true i·•at 
th.; amc 1dt:as gave birth t m dern Yiddi h. 

Kibbutz Quarrels 
It i nccc ary to point thi out. a thi biography 

f Ben unon onfirm what ha been known fo.- a 
long time. that the man who, durini hi truggle . ha ~ 
of,ten wh hed hi I altie . and wh ha not c n ide.-~d 
it incon i tent to re i hi idea , ha remained im
placable t e,cr thing connected with Yiddi h, both 
a a langu g , and a. a ulturc. Whatever ha ie~er
mined Ben Gurion in thi attitude. it cannot 1ave 
been th idea f Haskalah which guided him in hi· 
outh. 

r i it corr ct to ee in Ch<l~. idism the pn,d
pal r onl counterpart f Hmkalah. If one di regards 
the fanati fringe centred in om miracle-performn~ 
Rabbi. Clrassidism, at the turn f the centur , till 
retained mething of it original popular appeal a ·h..: 
religi n f the ordinarv man. which wa not a erse to 
new ial ideas. The ha idic ongs the fir t Chai 11-
im carried with 1hem into their new life and their new 

land were not their lea t consolation and in pirati l:1. 

MIXED MARRIAGES 
A PALACE OF STRA GERS, b} S n • ·L Yo LD 

(Ca ell. l0/ 6). 

A PALACE F , TRA G R ha f r it theme the 
mall ad w rid of the mi ed marriage in whi h 

~he off pring arc b default of religiou upbringing 
tn lined t agno, tici m. and b hi toric ir um lance 
pin-pricked into an unea y con ciou nc of their 
paternal Jewi bne . 

Benno Ro enbaum. married t a Liv rpool Iri h 
girl ju t before the Fir l World War drop hi Sab
bath ob,;cr\'ancc habits \\hen 1t interfere ith rent 
c Heeling and hL ambition t ave up to bu hi own 
bus.inc . :\-1 mma i no fervid R. . either, o that 
their children, Da id and nne, aft r a few ab rti"c 
vi it t a nearb Methodi t unday , hoot grow up 
with their name circumci ed to "Ro " and tho 

cca ional reminder f their half-Jewi h background. 
whi h ~11001 hildrcn dr p int a till po I. 

Refugees from Hitler 
Benno' br thcr T ak, Ii ing in Berlin a an b cr

vant Jew. pay Li\-crpool a vi it and within a ear 
ha taken Jinn . a vital Iri h la with a fine inging 
v i c. ba k to B rlin. By unremitting hard work both 
brother ama a lot of money and th ir e n mi 
pr grc i marked by the u ual out ard sign of 
m ing house to b tt r neighbourho d and o f" rth. 

The omin of Hitler brings T k ba k to Hritain. 
one of the fir l refugee and al one of the fir t 
Jew to return diligentl to hi faith. 

But, there come for the r maindcr f the b k 
all the pr blcm facing I ak' four children. who 
ha\c been rear d a atholi b Jinn_. th ir cynicism . 
their de ire lo c pc thi un i h d f r birth-marl. 

pr blem no I . grave for th ir cousin David Ro . 
wh rve a a Briti h officer and return to build up 
a flouri hin c tate agent' bu inc in ro don. 

The author appear to ec no changing pattern in 
anti-Semitism, and perhaJ>s there i none in the hop
keeping cir le in which the e two familie ha e their 
orbit. More' the pity, bccau e it ~ivc thi plcn
didl ob r ed and e pre d no I that tiresome 
exi tentiali quality a iatcd with that Jife-tong aim 
--the pur uit of money. P. . 



Five Tests of a Good Book - Continued froni page i 

fi tion or poetry or e ays or hi tor or biograph 
hould open our eye to ee with a new clair oyance 

and to comprehend with warmer in ight whatever 
nature and life place before us. 

good book make us Jook at life teadil until 
what ha been commonplace becomes magically trang 
and f rcver after more companionable and more 
meaningful. 

X 

In the third place a g d b I,,. hould interpret 
and c plain hat \\e ur Ive , una ided pcrhap , ma 
find diff ult to under tand or apprc iate. "Life i hort 
but art i long;· i famou a ·ing. great arti t 
\ ill irradiate with the eternal light f hi art man's 
brief da upon earth. He will hcd ligh>t int th 
d rk mer of human per onality and relation hip . 
He can help u to under land ur cl c and our o n 
problem more !earl b unf ]ding for u and illum
inating f r u th life and the problem of other 
D,!oplc - how the t d up to th h ks of Jife 
ho they t ok dcfc t r fa iled t take it, what 1rial 
and tr ibulation and temptation were their and how 
th y grew or failed to grow becau f them. 

In a g od b k omething of our 1 e will alwa rs 
appear, omething of ur own confu ion or wea n 
or groping. for there i omething of the universally 
human in e ery go d book, the uni ersalit of char
acter de ire and beha iour. A good book will some
time awaken within u thought " hi h we feared to 
acknowledge to ourselves. It will reach down to the 
icr prings of our being. 

g od book i an h n t book. It will ommend 
it elf t us b~ause of its hone ty. Montaigne intro
duced hi famou c llcction of E sa with the v.ord : 
"Read r. thou ha t here an hone t book." 

lC 

In the ne t place. friend. a g d book hould t 
11 not onl thinking, but hould challen~e u to action. 
A we read ourselve into a book. if it i a good book. 
we unconsciously recreate our 1 e . We are startled 
into a new awarene and we want to do something 
about it. It girds- u both with discontent and re o1u-

tion. . II t~is doe not alway re ol c in acti n, but 
omet_imc Jt doe awaredl , or m re often. quite un

cons 1ou ly. To a degree a man j remade. redirected 
and acti\atcd by a good book. 

JC 

F,na ih . a g d b, I,,. hould gi'.c u plea ur~. It 
hould in.:rcas;c our ' nj ) m nt of Jifc. good book 

. hould b.! a bl.!autiful and plea urablc cxpcricn c . It 
'ihould be well writtl!" . One . hould never read a 
b that bore nc. We owe n thing to a bore but 
a t treatment. 

hc~w to • ·n a pcdc trian tyle with ut 
form. with ut t imagination i a b k to 
be a\ oidcd. ok hould ' ke not only 
our rcvcr nee. crne an r od 
and great boo ·ivc " h re 
of ob Iii i n.' ' t pea ey 
delighted g ne en d i -
fac tion. in th . \·c h to 

crvc • nd tr n mil them. v T rah h d 
b ~ d •l_fo:h,! , T wo1_ild ha\ t in the po -
t: oJ my life. That , what g ml to fa ith-
d . abidin jov. Good book , too. have prc-

d be ' u th clighted the tired heart men 
and ga ·c them a of jo in the mid. t o rr w, 
o1ac in the mi f grief. in piration in ;d t 

of di couragcment, ne horizon when the w rid had 
fen cd them in . 

I( JC I( 

Thcr m v be other te t f k. T am 
. urc that T h·avc not e hau tcd th ubj c . To me, 
at Jca t. thi i what a good book hould do. The e 
are the kinds of b ok that one hould r ach f r, 
bccau c life i hort. We ought not to wa, t the 
little tim which we have for rcadine; upon worthies 
thing , upon b ok which add nothing to u. . which 
take nothing awa from u,;, hi h do n t feed u . 
which d not in pirc u an<i which do not really give 
u jov and the la tinsz sati faction in life. 

Ther are man uch books among Jcwi h b oks. 
I would urge you to acquire them and read them. You 
will enri h our heart and mind. 



~ r.t;IJ / 1;r1 7th JANUARY, 1955_J _____________ r_H_E_J_E_w_1_s_H_· ~ .. ·:_·tt_u ____ g_ ____ cw_~..,o-4c)_0-1AJ.......,_,~, _,_/...,..;;i1i~ ... o_-f._J,.,K' t_'vn.--"-c ____ 1 

,>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> B O O K S U P P L E M E N T <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

FIVE ·TESTS O·F A ·GO-OD BO-OK 
by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

THIS week is known as "Jewish Book Week.' The 
purpose of this special week, which is set aside for 

the Jewish book, is, of course, to encourage the reading 
of Jewish books and ithe acquis,ition of them. This is 
a very commendable pw,pose. To come to know the 
Jewish people you must read Jewish books because 
the life and the spirit of our people are recorded in 
books. That is also true of most peoples, but it is 
pertlaps truer of the Jewish people than of any other 
people. The genius of our people poured itself into 
no form of art as much as into writing. Our people 
attained high eminence in other artistic fields - ar,t, 
music, - but pre-eminently its achievements were in 
the field of literature. It is through books that our 
people most influenced the civilization of the world, 
and it is to the eternal credit of the Jewish Book 
C.ouncil that it has made an imaginative and effective 
effort in bri~ing the literary treasures of the past to 
our attention through the project called Jewish Book 
week. 

The very invention of the al,phabet is now credited 
t'O the ancient Hebrews. Our religion was the first to be 
channeHed and conveyed to the world through a book, 
the Sefer Torah - The Book of Instruction. The 
founder of Islam, acc-0rdingly, called us • The People of 
the Book." The early teachers of our people, following 
the exile, were known as the Sopherim, book men, 
scribes. Even the great teachers who preceded them, the 
prophets, made careful provision that their preachments 
w uld be preserved in written scrolls. Jeremiah had his 
scribe, Baruch, whom he instructed to put his prophe
MCS down in a written scroll and when that croll was 
burnt by the order of King Jehocakim, Jeremiah in
structed his ,cribes to write a fresh scroll. 

Isaiah wu commanded by the Lord to take 'a great 
tablet and ·write upon it in common script." 

• • • 
The Jewish people has a continuou literary history 

of more than 3,000 years, perhaps the longest in the 
history of mankind. More than 1,000 years before ~he 
common era, Jews were writing history. poetry and Jaw 
in th Hebrew language. Today more than 3,000 year 
later, they arc still writing impre si"e literature in 
Hu-brew, both in 1 ncl and ou · id of I r' d . ln b tween 
these years our people wrote not only in the Hebrew 
language, but wrote important and world-influencing 
books in other languages as well. They wrote great 
books in Arabic-ibn Gabirol and Halevi and Mairn
onide . Spinoza wrote in Latin. Other Jews wrote 
important works in nearly every modern European 
lan&uage. Through books, our people e pressed its 
mind and soul and uttered its message to the world. 

The Rabbis say that the sword and the pen came 
down from heaven wrapped in one package. The 
Jews certainly did not choose the sword-unless forced 
upon them. It is with the pen that our valiant sons 
and daughters fought the great battles of human 
liberation. Judaism drew its su tenance from scholars 
and books, and relied on them for the means of 
survival. 

To revere books to buy books, to treat them 
tenderly and honourably. to look after their care and 
•their proper binding, not to deface a book - these 
were careful instructions given by our book men to 
our people. 

• • • 
There is an interesting testament which was left 

by Judah ibn Tibbon. of the 12th century. who lived 
in Spain. He is known a • the father of the trans~ 
lators" because it was he who tran lated the great 
works of Gabirol, Halevi and adia into Hebrew. He 
wrote his te tarnent for hi son, Samuel, who himse]f 
became a very imi,ortant tran lator. Judah ibn Tibbon 
was a man of high culture and was an enthusiastic 
colJeotor of books. In hi tc tament to hi on he 
wrote the following: -

·My on. make thv books th companion . 
Let thy case and helve be thy plea ure 
grounds and garden . Ba k in their paradi : 
gather their fruit: pluck their ro e : take their 

spices and their myrrh. 1f thy soul be satiate 
and weary, change from garden to garden, from 
furrow to furrow, from prospect to prospect. 
Then will thy desire renew itself and thy soul 
be filled with delight. 

''Never refuse to lend books to anyone who 
has not the means to purchase books fot himself, 
but only act thus to those who can be trusted 
to return the volumes. 

"Take particular care of thy books. Cover 
the bookcases with rugs of fine quality and 
preserve them from damp, mice, from all man
ner of injury, for thy books are thy good trea
sure. If thou lende t a volume, make a mem
orandum before it leaves thy house, and when 
it is returned, draw thy pen over the entry, 
and every Passover and Tabernacles ca1I in all 
books out on Joan. ' 

Jews were en ouragcd to acquire books, if they 
had the intention of course, to read them. The mere 
acquisition of book was discouraged. They spoke of 
a man who bought books only to put them on a shelf 
a "a book-carrying donkey." Jews were encouraged 
to write books if they had anything to say and they 
!-.new how to say it. The Rabbis spoke of a man who 
write a book and leaves it a.titer him when he is gone 
a one who " peak from the grave." But if a man 
did not know how to say it, our teachers discouraged 
him from writing books. The Book of Ecclesiaste , 
you will recall, utters the famous warning: "And above 
all, be admonished, my son, of making many books 
there is no end." 

This dis.trust of writing many unnecessary books 
and of reading many unhelpful books, our people 
hared with other cultured peopl~s. The great Roman 

Emperor Marcus Aurelius, who was himself a famous 
writer, urged men to free themselves from "the thirst 
for books.'' A feverish and insatiable thirst for books 
i not good. A modern wri.ter, the noted French 
author, Erne t Dimnet. writes in his interesting little 
\ lume, The Art of Tltinking: -

·'Toda , printing ha gone mad and the 
world is in danger of being submerged by the 
ocean of books. Three of our citizens in a 
thousand read poets. They regard it with the 
same surprise, not unmixed with mistrust, with 
which the poets themselves are considered.V/hat 
i produced by the gross, what is const-:> ntly 
forced on our attention, trumpeted by publicity 
and magnified by criticism, is fiction. N"lvels 
fill the book shops and suffocate our book 
shelves. What people read in the country v.rhere • 
there is a little time to read are novels; what 
people pretend to read or skim through in 
town, when there never is any time, are novels. 
And the novel are not those great work._ of 
fiction which, since the 16th cet11tury have added 
to our knowledge of mankind or even their 
modern successors of such fame that we cannot 
ignore them. They are, a the readers know 
they are, pure and simple trash, the very ti.tles 
f which will be forgotten in a week." 

What then hall we elect to read out of the mass 
f available literature? We must first an wer the 

quc lion. what do we want our reading to do for us? 
What need i our reading to satisfy? What do we 
want out of a bo k? Do we want a book to help us 
to fall a Jeep after a tired day? Then almost any 
book, I assume, a magazine or a newspaper or a 
telephone direotory. for that matter, will serve this 

oorific purpo e. That is reading without retention, 
without profit. without inspiration. Do we want some 
vicarious. ensual thrill , mething that will tickle our 
prurience? Well. there is a veritable stream of such 
murk books which are available today, some in verv 
con enient pocket editions with lurid covers, calculated 
to attract the adole cenit moron, book which the 
Government i beginning to inve tigate. 

T mav a ume that we do not include uch book 
in the categor f l(ood b k . book o cherish. to 

be grateful for and to keep for iife as friendiy com
panions. Nor are we among those, or should be 
among those, who are intimidated into reading "best 
sellers" just because everybody erlse is doing it, just 
because we do not wish. to be embarraaeed and to 
look blank when someone asks us whether we have 
read this exciting new best seller. Best sellers, my 
dear friends, are, as a rule, dead rubbish in 10 or 15 
years. Recently, I saw a list of the 20 best sellers 
of a few decades ago. I oould hardly recognize the 
title or the author of more 1than two or three of them. 
Nor, I dare say, would you. 

JC 

The most unintelligent reader is the one who reads 
only best sellers. He is a victim of advertising. In 
literature the test of a good book is not whether it 
is old or new. This is a valid test for scientific texts. 
Here you must look for the most up-to-date; for 
scientific knowledge, whether in the field of the exact 
sciences or in history or the social sciences, is cumu
lative. We want the latest findings and discoveries. 
This is not the case in literature or in art or in music. 
The latest is by no means the best, and the most 
recent may be only the most ephemeral and the least 
worth while. One should noL of course, exclude 
the new, for everv;thing that is old was once new, but 
one should, I believe, be partial to books which have 
s,tood the test of time whioh successive ~nerations 
of men of varying tastes and cultures and dimes have 
found satisfying and desirable. The mortalrity rate 
among books is appalling. If, therefore, a book has 
urvived a century or a millenium it is certainly not 

a matter of accident. There is immortatity in that 
book. 

Furithermore, we should remember that any book, 
even if it is two or three thousand years otd, is a new 
book if we have not read it. It was only this year 
that I had the opportunity to read ,through in full 
the History of Herodotus. I had read selections of 
it from time to time since my school days, but never 
did I have the opportunity to read it jn, its entirety. 
I found that the history of the Graeco..J>ersian Wars 
of the 5th century before the common era wa~ far 
more fresh, exciting and rewarding than the Caine 
l\fu'!,iny, 

• 
What do we want out of a book, that is not purely 

a. text book? What is t:he test of a good book? I will 
give you my thoughts on the matter. First of all, 
a good book should add something to us, 80mething 
that no one can thereafter take away from us. A good 
~k do~s not end with the reading of it. Something 
whLch will help us to become what Francis Bacon 
called a "full man," a mature human being. I am 
n~t t!1inking so much in terms of information; I am 
th_inkmg rather in terms of formation, something which 
w1H advance the culture of our soul, something that 
will augment us. "There are books which make us 
more wise even when. they do not make us more 
learned." 

I want a boo~ to .giv~ me a dilation of the spirit, 
a stretch of the 1magination, a view of new horizons. 
I want a book to feed me, to give me manna. Now. 
~anna, according to the saving of our Rabbis, tasted 
differently to different people. That is quite alt right. 
Not all people like the same food, but all people must 
have food. A book that is n t food, that does not 
nourish, may be a drug, mav be hashish mav even 
have an re thetic fascinat ion ·because of its cold and 
sterile architectural perfection f style and form . It 
i not necessarily a "good" book. 

Secondly, a good book should take sometltin~ awav 
from us- some ignorance, some fear. some selfishness. 
some dimness of the soul. A good book should leave 
us disencumbered of certain prejudice so that we may 
thereafter share in a wider ympathy and tolerance 
for all those about u for the troniz and the weak 
alike. the saint and the sinner. and the stranger that 

within or without our gates . A good book of 
fl C'on.Jinued on page v 

OVER 500 JEWISH BOOKS 
COVERING 

Mitchell Library, 6-15 January, 1955 

EXHIBITION open daily: 

9.30 a.m. to 9 p.n1. Sunday 2 to 8 p.1n. 
ADMISSION FREE 

* Bible 

* History 

* Children's Books 

* Land of Israel 

* Fiction 

* Religion and Philosophy 
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THE MITCHELL LIBRARY EXHIBITION 
G LASGOW' JEWl H BOOK WEEK EXHIBITION 

seems to be 'the finest di play of Jewish books ever 
seen in the city. Among the 500 to 600 volumes on 
display, recent publications are especially prominent, 
but the collection includes many older outstanding 
book and et of volume from public and private 
coUection . Jewi h Book Week in Glasgow will not be 
confined .to th Exhibition in Mitchell Library; a small 
mobile displl!Y of volumes, accompanied by a lecturer, 
will tour the variou synagogues in the city. 

The credit for this fine achievement goes entirely 
to the Convener, Mr Victor Joseph who was assisted 
by the combined Mens and Women's Lodges of the 
Glasgow B'nai B'rith. Assembling an exhibition like 
this is not the work of a few weeks. Mr Jo eph ha 
gi en unstinted attention and effort to Jewish Book 
Week for the past ten months. It is interesting to recall 
that the fir t Jewish Book Week Exhibition in Glasgow 
was organised by Mrs Jos ph in 1937.t A·t that time 
Pre ident of the Women's Lodge she and her com
mittee arangcd an exhibition in the Mc~llan Gal
lcrie which is still remembered by many m the com
munity. 

Perhaps the most important feature i that the 
books are on display in the city's magnificent reference 
library. The Public Libraries Co~ittee and the C!tY 
Librarian have been most co-operative and have readily 
made available the facilities of 1the Library and of it 
skilled staff. They can be assured that the Jewish 
community is deeply .apre'?iative of th~ir . invaluable 
assistance. The City Librarian has also indicated that 
he will purchase for ,the Public Libraries a selection. of 
books from those exhibited, on the recommendati<?n 
of the organising committee. A list of these boks w,.11 
.be published in the Jewish Echo so that the pubhc 
can take advantage of their availability in local lib
raries. 

Exhibition Aims 
What is the object of the Exhibition? It has two 

primary aims. Firstly, the Exhibition is intended to 
keep the Jewish public aware of its heritage in the field 
of literature. We all know something of the Bible and 
our other religious texts: but do we all know of the 

holarly work that is co~tinually producing new 
editions and new commentaries on the Chumash, the 
Tanach the Mishnah and the TBadmud. Do we all 
know ~f the interpretations of Judaism, of fresh work 
-0n Jewish History of new books of instruction in the 
Hebrew ,language' that are being written for our 
benefit? 

We all know something ab-Out the State of Israel: 
but cto we all know of <the book that are being writ
ten in Israel and in the Diaspora, about the growth 
of the State? Or of the work of the Hebrew University 
in developing scientific and scholarly rese~r~h, in educ
ating ' the young people of Israel and in g1vmg renewed 
life to the stream of Jewish culture ,generally? . 

Jewish life begins in the home and a full Jew1 h 
life in ,the home is not possible without Jewish books. 
1t goes without saying that every Jewish home hould 
have Bibles and prayer books: but it must also have 
books on Jewish history and literature. We cannot 
bring up our childr~n as Jews unle we gi':'e them a 
Jewish background m our homes. an~ that l!]C.l~de a 
Jewish 'Cultural !background. t 1h1s Exh1b1tion a 
pecial feature is being made of childr<:n' bo?ks and 

it is hoped that this and the other section . will . how 
what books are available ,t parent for their children 
and for them e1ve . 

The second purpo e of the Exhibition i t let 
the non-Jewi h publi know that the People of the 
Book are still a people of bo k . ll too often th 
non-Jew's knowledge f the Jew i confined to th_e 
commercial world. ow. the w rid of commerce 1 
an important one and there i nothing in the least di. -
creditable in the fact that JeU- pla') a large part in 
it. Ct w uld. h wevcr. be unf rtunate if non-Jew 
gained the impre ion that Jew are intere ted only in 
making m ney. We are glad to how them that we 
retain our an ient ideal f religion and culture. 

That i wh it i e pe iallv imp rtant that the 
Exhibiti n i beinf? held thi year in the .\fit hell 
Librar} . It w uld be intere ting t kn w \\ hat pr -
p rtion f the , i it r will be n n-J wi h. I t can 
:i.fely be forecast that many of the regular and ca ual 

u er of the Mitchell Library \\ ill pay the Jewi h Book 
Week Exhibition a vi it, and th intcrc t of pr minent 
citii; n of the cit ' i exemplified by the L rd Pro\'
o r con entin~ to open the E ·hibition himself. 

This article i being written at the beginning f 
thi week, so only a fraction of the book. which will 
be on di play have arriYed. There will ertainly be 
manv more volume of equal to inter\.: t to th e T hall 
mention. 

Bible of 1611 
The collection i arranged in e lions. such a 

Reliftion, Hebrew, Laud of lsrael, Literature, Cl!ildren's 
Books and so on. The e cellent land provided by 
the oritani ers of the 1951 Festfraf of Jewish Arts en
able vi itors -to concentrate on tho c volume of par
•ticul?r intere t to them. 

One section is devoted to Rarities and 1 think 
most vi itors will find something of intere t there. 

mon'? the antique volume i. a copv of one of the 
first Bibles printed in thi~ countr . Tt was published in 
11,11 and the print i,; stilt beautifully clear. The Book 
of Genesis is introduced by a quaint full•Pal!e illust
ration of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. An
other raritv tha,t is sure to attract attention is the fir t 
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by Dr D. DAICHES RAPHAEL 

, olume of a Hebrew Bible in Braille. Needless to say, 
it is a very large tome. On the title page, each letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet is shown with its symbol in 
Braille. Then there follows the whole of Genesis prin
ted in the embo ed dots that enable the blind to read. 
Thi work was produced by the Jewi h Braille Institute 
of America. The whole Bible requires twenty of these 
large volumes. It is an indication of the resources of 
the .S.A. and of the enterprise of the American 
Jewish community that 1his wonderful project has 
been carried out there. There are al o on show some 
copie of the Jewish Braille Review, likewi e printed 
in Braille characters. 

Encyclopredia Hebraica 
One of the chief item of interest from I rael is the 

Encvclopaedia Hebraica which is still in the course of 
publica>tion. The Mitchell Library is lending its copy 
of thi great work which was gifted to the Corporation 
by the lasgow Jewish community. Other works of 
reference on show are .the files of the Jewish Echo and 
of the Jewish Chronicle. Many people wilt be intrigued 
to brow e among •the volume of old i sue . The Jewish 
Echo ha made available the complete set from Janu
ary, 1928 and the Mitchell Library i providing its 
own set of the Chronicle from 1878. 

What about the book the ordinary man can buy 
in the hop ? He will find ample scope for his tastes 
and more 1han ample for hi pocket. Books. like every
thing else. are double the price they used to be. Most 
of us however, can afford to buy some book though 
never as many as we should like. Mr Joseph has been 
in touch with about sixty publishers and all who have 
books of Jewish interest have sent copies of their 
current publications. Some have arranged with city 
book ellers that there should be in the shops displays 
of books that are being shown at the Exhibition. 

Fir t I mus-t mention some of the publications of 
the SoNCIN0 PRESS, the EAST & WEST LIBRARY and 
VALLENTI E \MITCHELL & Co. These three firms have 
done a great deal in recent years to further the ca_use 
of Jewish book publication. All the SoNCtN0 publica
tions arc on show: the great <translation of 'the Talmud 
is hardly a work that the ordin~r_y man can thin~ of 
acquiring, but the So CJN0 E~1t1on of the van?u 
Books of the Bible, with transla11ons and commenta1;1es, 
are the kind of texts much needed in the Jewish home. 

new book published by this hou e i The Faith of 
Judai.1m by DR lsmORC ErSTCtN. This should find a 
warm welcome from the Jewish public. 

Tn the EAST & WEST LIBRARY, I need mention onl 
the illustrated editions of CHAIM WErZMA •s au·to
biogra phy, Trial and Error. and DR CECIL Rom's 
Short Historv of the Jewlsh People as but two examples 
of the attractiye publicatio.ns of 'this ~rm. Thev a!so 
publish a series of Enghsh tran la-t1ons of Jewish 
philosophical classics. 

Two of VALLENTI E MITCHELL'S publications have 
been widely acclaimed by all sections of the non-Jewish 
as well as of the Jewish press. They are The flnal 

Solution by GERALD REITLINGER, and The Diary of a 
Young Girl by A E FRANK*. These two books are 
amon,g the most moving records of the Nazi terror 
that have been produced. It is not pleasant to read 
what they have to say, but unfortunately the life of 
a Jew is often not plea ant to live. Another publishing 
house have just put out a biography of Ben-Gurion of 
Israel by BARNET ·L1TVJN0FF*. This study ,of Israel's 
first Prime Minister is urc to arouse widespread 
interest. • 

Turning now to works of fiction, we find many 
good examples of this genre. WOLF MANK0WITZ is an 
author who has shot into fame with his 1wo amusing 
novel , Make Me An Offer and A Kid For Two: Far
thi,rgs. These are delightfully illustrated, though one 
could wish that books of this size might be a little 
cheaper. In writing humorous fiction about the East 
End of London, WOLF MANK0WITZ is following the 
tradition of the great ISRAEL ZA GWILL. It is good 
to ee that there has been a mo ement to revive the 
reading of ZANGWILL's novels. There have been two 
new editions of one of his best works, The King of the 
Schnorrers. One of •them, published by RooALE PRESS, 
i a really beautiful example of book production. Paper, 
type and binding are all excellent; I myself, however, 
do not greatly care for the illustrations-they are 
doubtless fine in themselves, but they do not match the 
particular atmosphere of ZANGWlLL's characters. 

Sefer Torah 
A new crie of publications to match the pocket 

of everyman is the WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS POPULAR 
LIBRARY. The first volume in the series The Parting of 
tire Ways, by REY. DR. A. CoHEN,* will be on show, 
together with information about the LIBRARY'S plans 
for the future. These paper-backed volumes, after the 
style of the Penguins, call •to mind literary periodicals. 
A recent entrant in this field is the Jewish Quarterly. 
The set of this Journal includes the current "Special 
Anglo-Israeli issue." 

But Israel itself gives us a lesson in wha•t a Jewish 
literary periodical should be like. The Exhibition in
cludes a copy of the third issue of Tsrael Argosy, a 
literary journal in English, published in Jerusalem. Its 
format is well up to the standard at which a literary 
magazine should aim. and j.t includes a number of 
excellent illustrations. The contents of this number 
include a translation together with the Hebrew text, 
of a cycle of sonnets by TCHERNICH0YSKY. 

Also on displav will be two "volumes" that will 
be unusual ,to Gentile eves. Garne•thil! Synagogue has 
loaned a Sefer Torah and a MegU!at Esther. No novelty 
t0 the- Jewish visitor, they cannot fail to fotrigue the 
s,tranger to -the synagogue, with their fine Hebrew cal
ligraphy on a parchment scroll. Few non-Jews realise 
that these ancient forms of books are regularly used 
in all Jewish congregations. 

I have been able to touch on a very few of the 
exhibi1s to be seen at the Mitchell Library. 1 hope 
that I have said enough to show that Glasgow's Jew
i h Book Week Exhibition is something really excep
tional. 

• Reviewed in this Supplement. 

-L~ POPULAR JEWISH LIBRARY by JOSEPH FRAENKEL 

A JEWI H home without books js like a garden 
without flower . No matter how ta tefully fur

ni hed a home may be, nor how many _chandehers 
carpel , picture and_ mirrors it may contam- a home 
v.ithout a b okcase 1s cold, dark and empty, the mo t 
graciou rnament in a house is the Jewish book. 

kw who does not read, is like a barren tree, 
hrivellcd and leaflc . u h a Jew may have enjoyed 

a • nivcr,;it\. education and may boast a tring of 
letters after · hi name, but. if he never reads a Jew~sh 
b k. he till remain a grobber ying a far a Jcw1 h 
value are concerned. 

The Jew have alwa been called 'The People 
of the Book.'' In olden times, there were two kinds of 
Jew : tho e who pent their time studying book and 
th e who v.rote them. Their thirst for Jewish know
ledge wa in atiable and the read and re-read the 
Hol. B ok day and night and their lives were bound 
up with The B ok. owadays, Jews read Ie s, t~ey 
hav\; little time for old ola ic and even le time 
f r contemporary literature and belles-lettres. but t~ey 
presume to know everything, understand everyth ing. 
and are qui te ati fled with "their" Judaism. 

od v. Jew and Judai m, I rael and Dia pora, 
rdi~ion • nd Zi ni m are' much discu sed in Jcwi h 
and non-Jewish circle . It i part of every citizen's 
education to be familiar with the historv of the Jew. 
-past and pre ent- and to know of their literature 
and philo ophy. , really go d Jewi h book repr" ent 
a weapon again t po ible attack and a cure for the 
growing evil of a similation. Tho e who are :·er ed 
in Jewi h writings are able t fa th nem1c of 
I rael with eouanimilv and thev are the one wh 
can help t bu ild a better futur for the Jewish people. 

The Cultural Department of the World Jewi h 
Con_gre in London has. for me time , envi aged the 
publication of a erie f Jewi h writings, to be made 
a\ailablc to communitie all over the world. Thee 
pocket-sized b ks. omori ing ?b ut 100 pa?ec; each 
are to be published in five language - En1li h. 
French. Hebrew. Yjddish and p::rnish- hter 001. ibl,·. 
in German. At present. there are 12 book~ in the 
course of preparation. The e book will deal with 

the moral ap_d ethical achievements of the Jews, their 
history. philosophy and literature, Israel and the 
Diaspora. The most important event of the past and 
the grave problem of the present will also be dis
cu sed. Contemporary Jewi h scholars, historians, 
v. ritcr and poet will contribute to the ·Popular Jew
ish Library.' ' Among tho c who have already under
taken to write for the "Popular Jewish Library" are 
Edmond Flcg. Dr. Aaron tcinberg. Dr. 0 kar K. 
Rabinowicz, Jacob Lestshin ky and Dr. E. Mamenyi. 
The book arc heduled t appear every few months. 

The fir t bo k in the eric . "Th1.: Parting of the 
Way - Judai m and the Ri c of Christianity," by Dr. 

braham hen. is now on ale and will be distri-
buted all over the world (publi hed for the World 
kwi h ongre s. British Section. by Lin olns-Prager, 
London, 1954, price 3 / 6). 

The Rev. Dr. . Cohen. a cholar of repute, the 
author of vcral book on the Talmud and Maimon
ide , and the editor of the " on ino Book of the 
Bible," i al known a a fighter for Jewish right . 
1-fo i a faithful Zioni t, who wa at one time Vice
Pre ident f th Briti h Se lion of the World Jewi h 

incc 1939, Dr. . Cohen has been the 
f the Board of Deputie of British Jews. 

Tn hi book. Dr. ohen de ribcs the religiou 
b1ckground of the Jew in Babylon. the far-seeing 
effort of Ezra and ehemi h. the fight against the 
Hellenistic influence in the econd century. B.C .. the 
religious teachings of tho e ancient time and the 
differences between Phari ee . Sadducees and Essenes. 
He depicts the birth and rise of Chri tianity and 
its gradual drift from Judai m. Dr. A. Cohen quotes 
Jewish a well a n n-Jewish ources-from the 
wealthv. thouJ!h often contradictorv literature relating 
to Judai m and the beginnings of Chri tianity. in order 
to !'lre ent to his reader a objective a picture as 
possible. 

Abraham Cohen underiook a difficult task which 
ha been crowned with success. He will win the 
reader·~ gratitude. for he d0es not attempt to thru t 
hie: \ ·i~wc; uoon the reader but simply sets down his
torical truth. 




