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LIGHTS WHICH CAN JEVER BE DIMTu.lElJ 

December 14, 1952 

My dear friends, on all of our festivals we kindle lights, but especially on the 

festivnl of Chanu.kah . Light is a dearly beloved symbol in our religion . God is lik­

ened to light. "The Lord is my .Light and rny Salvation •" The Torah is li ened to light . 

"The commandr.ient is a candle and the Torah is light.n The soul of 

man is likened unto light. 1The soul of man is the light of 

God. tt In front of our Ark in our synagogues throughout the world is the n Jer Tamid" , 

a pe petual light, and at death we kindle a light as a symbol of" immortality. 

The first act of creation, we are told in our sacred book, was the creation of 

light. "And God said, let there be light. And God saw the ligh and it was good." 

Until then there was darkness and ahaos, , darkness upon the face 

of the deep . And by that act of Gori , light was divi ed from da kness . 

'J..nd God divided the li t from darkness, order f'rom chaos .' 

Now , in the spiritual and intellectual li£e of man also in the beginning, there 

was darkness upon the face of the earth - ignor2nce and superstition and fear , 

a formless void and eni.ptin ... ss . An~ +, en , the seers of mankind , divinely inspired, 

said, "Let therl3 e li ht,, and they began to divide the light .f'rom the dar ness . And 

slowly knowledge and ruth .. ushed back t e thick c irtains of darknes .. , ignora. ce a d 

superati ior1 and fear, ;ind light began to illumine man•s omrard way in the world . 

Novi , my dear friends , in the physical world day an night h .ve their appointed 

times , but that is not the case in the s irit .wl orld anc.1 : ntellect11.al orld . Here 

light &.nd darknes a.re constantly at war . There are no fixe oyc)c of ligh and dar1<­

ness . There are o permanent victories . There can be 'D~rkne sat Noon- ,ime" • And 

there is a li ht ,·rhich is really darkness ., .:ind the brightest day of humanity can sud­

dently be enveloped in thick da.rkness . Man can begin again to grope ctt noon ay as if 

it were night, for there are always those w 10 w ouJ.d like to extinguish the spiritual 
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an intellectual light of t.he v, rlc. There are forces of d:irkness in humanj_t,y . There 

are what Job cal ed t,hose who r ebel a gains . he light, who eel t~ ~t 

they can perfonn their nefariou pur oses and deeds be ter in the dark . They are 

afraid of the light of reason , the light of truth , the light cf investigation . They 

prefer the mask and t~e screen and the cover and the curtc>.in , the t?tilight and the 

g1 oom. •Deep darknes~ is morning o all of them, 11 said Job . "F r they are friends 

• h the terrors of deep darkness .n 

.~ow , who are these people who rebel ac:,ainst the light, for Y.rhom deep darkness is 

morning end who are the friends of the terrors of ni ht? ,Tuy, they are the people 

who b.1rn men at his stake because of the lieht hich is in them wnich is a threat to 

heir blindness . They are tb.e peopl ... who torture un destr y rrien because ,heir poli­

tical and economic views c1re a threat to the r e batt =- 1 girA and to their entrenched 

privileges . The are the people vrho made bonfu,.es ut. of books , cooks wri tt n by men 

whose origins they do not lie and whose ideas they find ha ei'ul - the kind of bon-

fire which the azis kindle , where: a howling mob d need throu h the night arouod 

burning heaps of books wr7tten y people whom they did not lie, and of ideas which 

they abhorred , in the hope of destr oying, as their leader , Goebbels , said at that time , 

"ewish intellectualism" and he spiritual fou~ ations of the ove ber Re ublic . Such 

h ve frequently danced a round funeral pyres of boeks in the hope of 

destroying the light that is in them. 

Among these re els of l ight are the Dople vho wou1d like o prohibit , and suc­

ceed in rohi iting, free peech, .f:ree thou~ht , free communication among men, who 

pt shackles on the min d of man and scourges over the independent spirit cf . ople . 

In our days the Fascists and the azis ann the communist, the witoh hunters , t e bigots -

all o~ them belong to this ancient order of the r ebels a ainst l ight. 
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Then t.here are those people who bring false light.., to mankind - ttj gni~ fatuus" 

- deceptive doctri nes which have the appearance of light, like a mirage, whi h only 

mislead men into ways of sh~dow and deathJ he kind of light v. :u.ch linds men ith their 

destructive brillience. den become dazed b,: hat light for a t ime, but their soul are 

not illumined ith it. They excite and lure men on tot heir destruction. 

Lucifer is another name for Satan - Lucifer. The v or , Lucifer, howev r, mans a 

beam of light -"lu.x ferre" - but he was a bringer of false light, t ,he light of pride 

\ rebellion against God and the things of jOO. And so, Lucifer became the prince of 

darkness, the angel of death. 

And then, my frierrls, there are those v o would confound light with darknes , of 

whom Isai~h saidt n oe unto those peo_ le ho cRllervil good and good ev· 1, 

who say that darkness is light and that light ie d~rknes, 

and sweetness for th~ wl:ich is bitter. These are the cynic ar.d the 

scoffers, the confounders of human values• these a e the people ho take great delight 

in muddling the minds of men and disorde • their cla£> r 1 ethical judgments and prL -

ciples, notfor the sake of any higher ethical a· ciplines or higher ethical standards, 

but :in order to ju:--tify to themselves their own moral looseness and slovenline and 

depravity. All these people in every age and in every land are the enemi s of t e 

li ht of civilization, • Against, them the true lover of light, the true 

devotees of light must wage incessant warfare. 

And Chanukah tells of just such a war. And if you wish to know 1'Where i the way 

of the dwelling of light and where is the place of darkness", read the story of Chanu­

kah. 

miat were the 'acabees fighting for really? What were they fi hting tc ef nd in 

the 2nd ce tury be ore the common era? Why is the vi~tory so i1'l ortant to us and to 

mankind? Antiochus, who ruled over a part of that great empire which Al~xander the Great 
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had established before him - Antiochus, the Syrian Greek, had forbidden the Jews to 

practice their religion. Why had he forbidden the Jews t practice their religion? 

The pagan rulers w?re as a rule very tolerant of other peoples• religi0ns. Antiochus 

was an exception. Antiochus had gr'eat political ambitions. Hew nted to consolid2te 

his empire for n more powerful offensive against other peoples whom he sought to con­

quer. To consolidate a people, he believed that you have to organize them not only 

militarily and politically ann economically, but also, spiritually, intellectually, make 

them ont, monolithic. And among all t.he peoples in hj s fa~~-flung empire with whom he 

had very little difficulty in submerging them into one spiritual pool, as it were, in 

making them one integrated, according to his light, there was only one stiff-necked 

people whom he c o-:.ild not coordinate - the Jews. They had always stood out as an island 

of spiritual resistance in a sea of engulfing Hellenic paganism. The Jews cliff red in 

their religion, looked upon th~ir religion and morality a~ superior to thore of the 

peoples atout them and refused to surrender what they regar ed as superior, worthy of 

prese vation. They refused to worship the state a the symbol of the Emperor, the 

king. In every shrine and temple o the ancient world a central place was given to 

the bust of the emperor who symbolized the state, wno symbolized the supreme authority 

of the sMte in the moral light of the :r,eople. The Jews refused to tolerate a bust of 

any human being, of any king or ruler, in their sanctuary. O ly God to hem was worthy 

of doration . God was abo'le em eror and above state• The moral law was supreme to the 

law of the state. 

The moral standards of the pagan world in those days were shamefully low. It was 

a civilization which, in spite OJ. all lts surfr ce brilli~ncy, was r • de ugly by brutal 

slavery, by n in~ensate attitude to human suffering, to human dignity, the sanctity 

of human life. For th~ delight of the people, arenas were established throughout the 

empire where man was compelled to fight with beaita. Gross moral laxity in private a'll 
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and family lif e was prevalent - a world in which very hing belonged to t . e stron , to 

the r uthless , the ra~ cious . Nothing was done t-0 mitigate the hard lot of the weak ard 

tl-ie small and the old and t .he orphan and the widow, a orld which kn€ little of pity 

and compassion and charjty , and in th.qt world the Jewish people alone , trained b .,. cen­

turies of the Torah, or a moral code which taught l ove of one •s Peighbo an~ considera­

tion for the stranger , and charity for the poor., and corepassion for the orpha and widow. 

The Jews alone r.iaintained a standar d of life , a conception of life v1r.ich challenged the 

whole ryagan world. Antiochus was determined to s tan p out this revolutionary , hallen 

ine, anti- pagan civilization out of existence . It endangered hjs world, hi~ way of 

life , his p0wer . And so he prohibited the practice of Jud4ism. 

The a ttack of Antiochou was not so much on the political :!.nde.endence on the Jews 

of Judea - they had no political indepe de nee in the 2nd century before the common e :ca . 

It as an attack on their spiritual independence . He was detPrmined to uproot i deas , 

to ext inguish lights . And so he inva ed the coun y , invaded and defiled the Ter.1pl e , 

desecrated its Jewi h altars , he se up images of n gods . And then t hos who were 

the t r ue devotees , the lovers of light, led by an intrepid spirit , Matta hias and his 

br ave sons , raised the standard of revolt to prese ve heir faith , to pr serve their 

light for themselves an~ their ,scendants . T' ey were few in numbers . They were we?k, 

but th.:re was ~ li h vrl ich could no t be di.urned , and so the fe grew in o num ers , and 

the weak ew i to strength;from gorill warf e among the mountajn3 of Ju ea hey des­

cen e<l into the pl ·ns 1liiii1 and met up ith h~ po erful armies of Antioch sand de­

fsated them. rrhen they re urned to t.he Tern le ♦,•hi.ch had been desecrated and cle ns d 

it and rededicate d it and set up their light, which would not be immed. 

The Rabbi s ve the beau i ful lege d 1hich is ell- known to you t.at they found 

ln this dar~ned Temple ~ 1 cru e of oil whi h coul(l burn and last one day , and by 

a miracle laste<l aight dBys . The miracle • s not the : I"'! r'U'nt thing. The id'3" behind 

the miracle is thP. imnortant hin~ . 



Light grows . one light kindles another . And one little ligh can banish reat 

deal of darkness . . en one li...,ht goes out, it only reveals another ight h.rrning . True 

ligh s~ines 011 ·r.creasingly and reaches p a~es and ~aoples nd ges +hat one does ,ot 
. 

suspect. 

I wonder virhether mRny of you ead that little ne-.-;-spa er item wh1ch appe&rea a f 

days a go :i.n our p ess . It co "" s from stockho1m, DecembP.r 0th, 

A mid7le- aged man and tis small daughter ar ived at the Granl Hotel 
last nig t and demanded to see Dr. Selman A. ·aksman, ~nner ol t 
1952 Nobel Prize ir. medicine . 

Hr.-. rrp f< refused at firs t T)ersi ted and as finally received. 
th a:1e li+t.le girl he ,d ... l:<ed up to nr . • ksman, and sa dt 11Th:i s 

~3 da ghter Ev . tive year ago h s stricken by meningi is 
and the docto~s had already given up hope w!1en the , ews of your 
discovery of strepto~.y in reRchedus. The ' g was rushed to the 
hosnital an saved e r life • 

nA.t a time when so mt~ch ti, e , money n ef '"'o,...t, are spent on deYices 
to kill people , '3 would like to pay our tr· a . E:Apress our 
grc>.ti t 11de to a great scientist vtho works ,o save human lives . ' 

The little girl handed r . ;~ksman a bouqu t of five :ed carnatior.s -
one for each .,rear she hac: li t so far a~ E. re lt o hi discov ry 

f stre tomycin . 

Here i a lig t that is ev~~ di r , le li6' t of cience . No true light is ever 

·1nued, for i j_ no this li tle gir alone 1ho as saved . Other lit vle ~ir. s, other 

man r1 nd omen ha ve been sav d by nr. lt ksme.r •s gr a1; sco- _ry, d 1e vorld 1s ~rat -

tu e o him is ot limited to his ittle gi~l ar to his age of o~rs lone . It is a 

li ht w ich Jrows . nd he he.t a:r l'rise shall sh.:. ne as the br:i.Rhtness o.f the :firzr -

ment, -.:..nd they th t turn t e m ny to ... ighteousn s as the st~:rs ror ever ar. ev~r , " we 

,ea i the ook of D 1iel. 

In t:us connection , I was reminded of a book 1hich I read year or two ago abo-..i t 

another eminent ph sicictu and at lo ist , Dr . t.Toseol IJoldber er , he co?'lqueror of pel­

lagr·a . So:neone wrote a book bout him and very aporopriatcly· celled that 1 ok , 'Trail 

to t·~ht . , Trail to light - thatt s ·t . All those human ei g rho tear w:ttness to the 
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truth, who give wings to man and teach ~im to soar, to every pioneer who oes beyon0, 

who push further away th borders of darkness , every son of man who stands .firm and 

fearless in defense of thei::- .f<J.; t 1 ~- c their conviction - all these men e\re th~ !!laker.s 

of the trail to light. 

Alexander Pope paict a tribute to Isaac ewton hich might well e aid to every-

one who kindles the beacon 0f truth, in~·gh, goodness , fa·th, in the world . Alexna er 

Fope '9'rrote : 

Nature and nature 's 1~ 
Lay hid in night; 
God Seidt Let Newton 
; -:1d all was light. 

1 ow, wha did t~rl.s victory of the 1.1accabees , V'! hich saved udaism and he hole 

Judeo-Chris-t:.ian tradition for n:ankind - what did this v.:..ctory prove? . y are we so 

prod & d happy over this victory? \7hy do we celebrate it from ye~r to year? 

Well, ood friends, the freedom of the hu..I:" n mind ca not be permanently confined; 

the vision of the human soul c .nnot be ver ent·r :cy-- ext nguished; the devotion of 

the human heart cannot be out.J. wed; chains can shackle hurtP.n egins only a long as 

they are content to be servile; no one can set a man !ree - a man mu t free himself; 

man is h:ts ow dungeo and his own esc oe• t ue 
- ' ight can never su~cessfulJ.;y- be 

<linured. Those are great sav·ng truths for men o retTl.ember in our own day. 

Before the Maccabees conld rededicate the 'el'l'l
4 
le 1 they had to rededicate their 

own lives them~elves to the thin s for hich T e Teraple stood. And o nee having one 

so, it ras only a question of time before the enenzy- would be driven o t and t!1e lights 

would be reld.ndled in the desecrated shrine. Chanukah is net the rededication of the 

• ~mple o the .. lac; it•s the ededication of the soul of man to that which b ilds 

Te~ples to the tiv:i.ng God. 

In 0U1· dRv , my dear friends, the lights of freedo::n are oing out all over the 

iorld.- Human rip.hts, the fai h of man - hey ar being endangered y the rebels. 
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There is Rn onslaught upon light in our day in all directions . There are brutal 

forces invading the Temples of society. If that spirit of the accaoees is rekindled 

among men and women today , if men and women begi to rededicate the selv~ to lighti 

to freedom, to truth, faith, - having that , it is only a quest.ion of ti.me until the 

forces of darkness will be driven back. But failing in that , the Temples of mankind 

will remain desecrated and other Temples will likewise be desecrPt.ed. ·rhis is a 

stru gle of the spirit which is goin on in the 10rld today - a desperate struO'gle , 

such as took place nearly 2 2 centuries ago in the country of Judea , whose outcome af­

fected the course of civilization for centuries and centuries thereafter. 

The cry i for sone Mattathias to raise the standard for faithful sons tor lly 

to thRt stancmrd, and for the few not to lose faith in themselves and the weak not to 

become discouraged, for with devotion to light the e wi 1 ecome many; he weak will 

become strong. This , good friends , is the ess g of Ch nukah . 
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Nobel Scientist 
Gets Girl's Thanks 
STOCKHOL 1, Dec. 10 UPI-A 

middle-aged man and hi small 
here base daughter arrived at the Grand Ho• 
passed by tel last night and dC>manded t o 

turn o( the see Dr. elman A. \Vaksman, win• 
th y were lner of the 19:2 'obcl Prize in 
1 hat these mc>dicinc. 

•m power tol Ile ,va. refus d at fir. l but per­
e p a r a t e si ted and was finall. receiv d. 

he aid, are With the little girl, he , alked up 
sanction of to Dr. \Vaksman, and said: 

I "This i mf daughter E,a. Five 
·1son a ked year a~o sh was ~ tricken by 
•ake money menin ih . and h doctor had 

tor white and air ady given up hope ,vhen the 
appropriating news of your ,hscoverv of strep-. I , • net of Colum- tomycin reached us. The drug was 

does. rushed to the hospital and saved 
o Race her life. 

. "At a time when so much time, 
' his _argument money and effort are . pent on de­
,ols violat .the vices to kill people, we would like 
to the: .· on~titu- lto pa our tribute and express 
h_ Cl\ll n_ght~ our gratitude to a great scienti t 
mt<'d_ ahons !who works to save human livC' ." 

1e mted States The little girl handed Dr.\' ak. • 
• Iman a houquct of five red carna-

·crs, i·epre ent- tioP.s - one for each C'ar . he ha 
• and the ·a- !iv d .o far as a r<' ult of hi di • 

for the Ad- co,·ery of . treptom ·cin. 
red People, are • 
that regardles 2~ SAVE WIT H SAFETY 

1~~i~ c~fEg:'. ~ B}~!t~~:~ 




