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TAKING STOCK OF 19.52 

December 28 , 19.52 

Human history is not measured in 12- month periods . Human history k~ows no such 

cycles as the revolving seasons of the natural year . It does not begin or end in any 

given calendar year . The waves of history run to Vdrious lengths , and the forces 

which drive them have no fixed terms or periods . And therefore , to isolate to ven 

period of twelve months of a year , t.o study it has only a limited significance . eve!"-

theless., such a study against the background of preceding years may reveal certain 

trends , may show a certain progress or a certain reversal, and may , therefore, guide , 

our thinking and our actions in the coming year . 

our people , thank God , has been prosperous during the year now eching. Employ

ment was at an all- time high. More 63 million of our people were gainfully employed 

and less than 1~ million were unemployed. That • s an all- time low. our national in

come exceeded that of last year , which I believe was also an all-time high. rt was 

last year some 278 billions of dollars . Maiv have attrib ted this prosperity to war 

production and to armament manufacturing , and they ar , therefore , fearful lest a low

down in our rearmament and military program may bring about a sharp economic rece sion . 

only ti~e will tell. 

We hRve shared as a peopl our bounty with other nations ., ,md we may be grateful 

for what re have ourselves enjoyed at the han s of providence and for what we have been 

privileged to S'l.B.re with other people • 

During 19.52 our people passed through a national election. It was a tense and at 

time , a very bitter election campaign . {onths and millions were spent in presenting 

the issues and the candidates to the American people , perhap too many months and pe~ 

haps too many million . The traditional period set aside for electioneering in our 

country might profitably be shortened by mutual consent Etnong the parties for anythirg 

ce.n today be told in mu.ch less time to the American people because of the v ry q1rlck 

methods of corru.1unication which we have today - the radio , the television , etc . Just 

as the gap between the time of election and the coming into office of the new adminis

tration might be prof i tabl~ reduced by law - the interregnum between one adninistration 
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and another, which lasts more than two months, during which government inevitably slows 

down and becomes hesitant - it is all toJ long a period in the culm of the world of 

swift movement in which we live. 

early 60 million .P..merican citizens went to the polls and voted. They expressed 

their preferences uncoerced and unafraid, in true democratic faslj on . J.nd v1ithout the 

firing of a single shot, an achninistration twenty years in office was turned out and a 

new political party took over the reins of government. No purg£s - no exec tions - no 

firing squads. When the battle of the ballots was over, the vanquished congratulated 

the victors and the life of the American people went on as normally as be!ore. ew 

policies will un<loubtedL y be adopted under the new acininistration, ne directi0ns will 

be taken, there will be significant changes. This was the e xpre sed wish of the major

ity of the American people. Under our democratic system of government, too majority 

rules. But he minority - and it was a very substan ial minority - sore 26 millione 

of American citizens - wil1 not be liquidated ors~ pressed. It will be heard from 

continuously as a loyal oppo~sition, and if then adminis ~ation fails to satisfy 

the majority of the American people four yeers hence, it, too, will be defeated a an

otrier party will cane into office. This change, which amounts to a revolution with-

out bloodshed, represents the genius of a free society and is incontestably incompar

ably superior to those systems which must rely upon bloocv revolution to bring about 

changes and improvements and which, when they a re once es-tablished in power, can only 

maintain themselves jn office through terror and liquidation and purgez. 

Gener 1 Eisenhower was elected President of the United states., a world-renowned 

figuJ?e of ext aordinary endowments and a record of great achievements. General Eisen

hauer will bring to his high and most exacting office,the mos difficult, taxing and 

re ponsible blfice in the who]e world - I say t hRt he will bring to that office indis

putable character, ability, patriotism. And the prayers of our entire nations, and for 

that matter, of the entire free world will go with him as he assumes office on January 

20th next. No one shoule envy him that office, and no one should wish to make his grave 
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and burdensome tasks heavier by a single particle or a single grain of ill will . 

Ane rican leadership in world affai s during the last year did not yield much 

gain. There has been little progress in the consolidation of the orth Atlantic 

Treaty nations. The 1.4-member nations of lATO have resist3d the quota 1hich was as

signed to each of them for a build- up in armament and agreed to last February at Lis

bon. These nations now claim that their economic situation at home would not permit 

them assume such crushing outlays for rearmament . General Ridgway calJed this slow

dovm unjustifiably dangerous , but evidently the EUropeans are not as impressed with 

the imminence of the Russian danger as we are , or domestic economic needs and roblem 

must claim priority for them over fast rearmament . The goals of TO have been re

duced, the tempo of the rearmament cf the free world ~s been sloW9d down . 

During 1952 the Korean War dr gged on . The Korean armistice negotiations broke 

down. e find ourselves at the moment , as we have been for some many months now, at 

a dead stalemate in Korea , and o r casualties there i:. dead and ounde are continuirg . 

The recent efforts of the United tions to evolve a fonnula which would end Korean 

10stilities resulted tn faulire . They broke dowr on the prisoner- of-w2r iss~e , on the 

repatriation of the pr·soners of wa .. . India brought in, yo-.i will ecall , a compromi e 

propose.l h~ ch our country t first; rejected out of n , but later on, ~.mder TJro 

ding f:rom Great Britain and cane , accented. But the so,ri.et Unior. turned it wn . 

Rushia was wrong in turning down peace ropo~al which as overwhelmingly a pted by 

the members of the United ations of which bo,;y- she is a member . Jnless she is deter

mined to prolong the ar in Korea indefinitely, believing that she has the United 

states in a trap there and that i is t.o her ad ant ge to keep he i11 hat trap - un

less that is her intention, her actio in r jecting the United Nations propo al i 

incomprehensible . This is not to say that the prisoner-of- war iss 

one-si ed one , and that jusv·ce and law are entir 1 on our side . 

is an a l together 
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There is a Geneva convention which regulates this very matter , and in August 19l0 , 

a year before war broke out in Korea , 59 nations signed the Geneva convention which 

provided that prisoner s of ai shall be released and r epatriated without delay af er 

the cessation of ,9 ctive hostilities . Th re is not a word in this treaty a bout volurr

tary repatriation , and. this w: clause as acbpted at he insis ence cf the v:estern 

powers , who wanted to avert in the future the sort of t;,_j_ng which ha ened after orld 

r a.r II , when Communist countries detained many risone s on the h cl~· that the.r pre

ferred to live in those Com:nunist co11ntries . In spit,e of this clause and thi agree

ment, our commanders in the fiel<l invited. North Koreans an<l \..! . ....:.nese to desert to our 

side with he promi~e tha ?le mnld 

mann vrr tes t 

ke c~re of them, andon this subject ~lter ipp -

How co'1ld a S ate Department which negotiated the Geneva convent:i on 
hav failed to expl<:1in to the Pentagon the le al trap in which 
these deserting Chinese and North Kor a As ere c~ught? Once he 
1 g 1 cituation was reali7~c , the re, a o viou : it was to ope 

he trap ~nd to let the priso ers out by rea ing them as refugee , 
i'or t ere is nothing • n the convention wh • h expre s .. ,ly forbids such 
a h1mane and sensible wa ., of ealin with the roblem. • • But we 
proceeded to send their names to the enemy as prisoners of war , not 
stoppi g to think what this might mean to their families when the 
fighting ended. • • • An e. ormous blunder has been commi tea by our 
O?m official • It is not the first of their great and critical blun
der in the conc.uct of the war . , 

It ~ppears , therefore , that this is ue hich is the umblin block to every peace 

effort ir. Korea, cannot now be solved by the United Nations , where public debates and 

speech-making seem to have taken the place of negotiations , nd the speakers have an 

eye to pr opc gan a and face- saving , end where what should be rr.easured, responsible arxi 

-diplomatic speech has degeneeated ~hrough Soviet exa.L1ple and provocation into vituper-

ati0n nd violent recriminations which would shame the brawless of illingsgate . 

It is high time , my dear friends , to try a new approach , a conference at the high

est level , a meeting between General Eisenhower and farshall Stalin, to see whether a 

way cannot be found o~t of his angercus morass , out of his dead- eni into which the 

policies both of !oscow and of ashinrton in the la,t fe year have led the world. 
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Before the November electinns I ventv.red the suggestion that General Eicenhower, 

after he visits Korea, should also visit Moscow or invite Stalin to come to washing

ton or meet with him in some other place, some neutral ground, as it were, to discuss 

.face to face the difficulties which exist between the oo great nations, toe xplore 

all avenues o.f adjustment and settlement and toree whether the approaching overwhelm

ing tragedy of a third world war cannot be averted. This would not be the first time 

that a President of the United states met with Stalin. Both President Roosevelt and 

President Truman met with him at Yalta or Teheran or at Potsdam. 

premier StA.lin indicated last week that he is prepared to enter such a conference 

with General Eisenhower. James Reston o.f the New York Times submitted on December 18 

four questions to Premier Stalin through the Soviet Embassy in Washington, and on De

cember 24 these replies were received .from Stalin. 

Herewith are the replies of Premier J.V. stalin to the questio1s you 
askedhim in your letter of Dec. 18, 1952, addressed to me: 

Q. - At the beginning of a ne-w year and a nev.; administration in the 
united States, is it sill your conviction that the Union o.f 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States can live 
peacefully in the coming years? 

A. - I still believe that w~r between the united states of America 
and the Soviet Union cannot be considered inevitable, and that 
our countries can continue to live in peace. 

Q. - Nherein lie the sources of present world contention in your 
judgment? 

A. - Everywhere and in everything wherever the aggressive actinue 
of the policy of the nccld war" agaj_nst t ,he Soviet Union find 
their expression. 

Q. - ·ould you we come diplomatic conversations with represnetatives 
of the new Eisenhower administration, looking toward the possi
bility of a meeting between yo rsilf and General Eisenhower on 
easing world tensj ons~ 

A. - I rega _'d this suggestion .favorably. 

Q. - Would you cooperate in any new diplomatic approach designed to 
bring about an end to the Korean war? 

A. - Cl agree to cooperate bebaase the u.s.s . R. is interested in end
ing the war in Korea . 
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Novr , in my humble judgment here • s a key whi may open a nev, door to a fresh 

start, a ne, hope . I cb not say that it will. I say that it may. And no opportunity 

should be overlooked, anj no chanc should be brushed aside . The world si u~tion is 

too dangerous for any nation or group of nations to take a high and mighty attitude 

and intransigeant attitude . 

of course , we need not take everything t.hat Stalin says at par value . We need 

not be naive about it , nor need e abandon caution and circu.~spection . e are not 

dealing here rith novices jn diplomacy or ~ith disinteres ed idealist~ . The record 

of Soviet diplomacy in the last few years , and more especially in he Jast decade , is 

there befo!'e us and our people have read it . It has been ruthless , brutally realis

tic , unabashed in its improvisation , in its reversals, in its s11dden shift~ 8.nd shuf

fles . But it should be remembered that such diplomacy is not altogether uni ue ·th 

the Soviet government . It is a feature o:Jr most diplomacy in all cU.rres and in all 

a es . And whether we deal vdth the Soviet Union throu h customary diplomatic chan

nels or directly through the heads of the two overnments in conference with each 

other , thi feature quality of their diplomac:r will remain the same, and there will , 

of course , always remain the nee for caution and for the testing and weighing of 

motives . But I am sure that our President-elect , G£ncr 1 Risenhower , if he meets 

with Stalin, will not be hoodwinked or outsmarted. He has had vast and maturing ex

perience in international affairs - he is not a novice and will not fall into acy 

booby- trap; nor will wa slow down our security measu es because of such negotiat·ons 

or lower our guard. Why shou d we fear such a meeting111ich may - I do not say will -

which may lead to a better understanding, to a reements in a spirit of ve and take 

on a few basic propos·tions which will ease tensions , end conflict , restore the author

ity of the United Nations , and perhaps , at a later stage , lead to progressive limita

tion of armament . 
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General Eisenhovrer in the past has taken calculated risks to win victory in war. 

Why sr.ould he hesitate to take a calculated risk to wi.n victoi'Y for peace! yome say 

this is a trpjl, ttlc, divide the free or]d n and wreck our alliance, to delay the build

ing up of our military strength and supply. But why? Why need it be? The fre world 

is not that stupid. In fact, in my humble judgment the whole fre11 world would applaud 

such a move on our part. Many of our friends in the free nations of the uorld have 

come to doubt and t ,o question our peaceful intentions. By such an act we would dj s

~l such doubts. We would make manifest our readiness to seize every opoortunity, 

every occasion to achieve peace while remain::.ng., of course, mindful all the time of 

the need of insuring security for the 1ree world. 

If such a meeting is successful, everyone would experience a sense of blessed re

lief. Much will have been gained for the cause of reconciliation and peace in the 

orld. If it fails, why t,hen the free worhl will know exactly what it faces;instead 

of slackening down its program for self-defense, it will accelerate it in view of the 

dreadful certainty which confronts it. 

The public press has carried th! news that Prime Uinister hurchill is oomin to 

the United states in the IE xt few days for a conference vii th General Eisenhower. It 

may be assumed that. among the important matters which they will discuss, this matter, 

too, wi ll not be overlooked. It would be highly desirable if finston Churchill joined 

General Eisenhower in ouch a conference with Stalin. Churchill previously indicated 

his desire for such a rreeting. 

The year 1952, dear f rien s, has witmessed continuing and growing nationalist up

surgence an' tensions in Asia and Africa, in Indo-China., Iran, Egypt and Morocco, and 

racial conflicts in South Africa. These are not passing incidents. These are not 

unrelated events. They belong to a,universal and irrepressible movement for human 

liberation although here and there they take on forms and expressions of which we can

not approve. They belong to the wave of the future. 
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American leadership would cb well to aline itself in a friendly, helpful way wita 

all these movements looking to the liberations of peoples, to their independence. 

During the past year the State o:f Israel has faced up t.o great economic dif:ficul -

ties and a financial crisis which were loas1em caused by the hea~r drains upon its li 

i ted resources of a large immigrations of previous ypars which it had to absorb, and 

of a military budget :for defense since no peace treatiesha e as yet been signed with 

the neighboring countries. During the year drastic I!leasures were introduced to ra

tionalize the economy of the in:fant state and to balaoae its :foreign exchange budget. 

Immigration was sharply curtailed so that the immigrants alreaey i n the countary might 

first be housed and made ~ecure in livelihood. In spite of the ~ve economic diffi

culties of ~he infant country, marked regress was made in a icultural development, 

in irrigation, in the est8blishment of new industrial projects and in opening up new 

sources of raw material. And within the last few weeks a new government has come 

into existence in Israel, a coalition overnment w ch now for the first tiY!le includes 

the second largest party in Israel, that of the General Zionists, the center party, 

the party ihich has always favored private initiative and the encourage~ent o:f private 

investments in the country which has placed far morP weight on that than on the social

ist cooperative experiments. The new government will now definitely move to right of 

the center and ·11 be assured of stability because it now controls an ove:nrhelming 

vote in the Knesseth. This, I believe, augurs well for the new State. 

An effort was made by the representati i.es of Israel in the united Natio s to 

come to an unde standing and a settlement with the neighboring Arab states thro gh 

direct negot1ations. This effort failed. The measure was fR ored in the Political 

Committee of the united lations. It was vote down b., the Arab bloc which was in this 

instance joined also by the Soviet bloc. There situation, therefore, ·n he near Ea.st 

remains unchanges and tense, as heretofore. 
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The recent Communist t,rials in Prague, czechoslovakil , took on a sharp anti

Zionist slant, some feared even an anti- Semitic slant . Of the lh Communists who 

were tried, 11 were Jews and the Jews were accused of conspiring with Zionist organ

izations to carry on an espionage and subwersive activitiP.s for the benefit of the 

nited states, or a they put it , for the United states imperialists . The State of 

Israel s attacked in these tria1-s , presumably because of its sympathies with the 

1':!st, on the ground that it has transformed that country into an American military 

base . These Prague trials were in everJ way reminiscent of the Moscow urge trials 

of the thirties , especially as far as the confess. ons of the accused were concerned, 

and their sell- incrimination, which Koestler's "Da:::·kness at Noon" mi ht hel to ex

plain. 

What was new in these trials i tre bitter denunciation of Zionism. ow , Com-

munism, of course , was always unfriendly to Zionism whic,1 it reg,:Jcded as a reactionary 

bourgeois movemer t in the olden days , too frien y to reat Britain . But in 19L7 at 

the United ations , the Soviet Uni.on reversed its raditional policy. rt a pted a 

new line . At the Assembly of the united -ation in ay 19l 7, 1 .. r . Adrei Gromyko, re

presenting the Soviet Union, noted nthe horribJe suff ring of the Jewish peop e dur

ing orld war II" and asserted that ' the aspirations of an important, part of the Je 

ish people are bound up ,i th the (!Uest: on of Palestine and with the future structure 

of that country. Thi::3 j nterest is comprehensibl and ful:cy justified. n He declared 

th t i f he pl !:: u f or a b·-national sta in Palestine were unrealizable , hi govern

ment would favor the division of Pales in~ into two independent and separate st tes , 

one Jewish and one Arab. The Soviet bloc was favorable throughout the long drawn-out 

negotiations, hich finally led up o the establishment of the state of Israel in May 

1948. It r~cognized the state of Israel and the follo ·ng year it voted the admission 

of the state of Israel to the united Nations . 
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This sharp reversal in its att.itude was reflected j n the Pragu trials which, of 

cow.•s~ , are greatly to be deplorP-d. The charges against the Zionists , charges of es

pionage and subversive activities , are preposterous, palpably false ar.d ridiculous. 

Zionism has never been, in i 1,s long history, a movement of espionage or subversion . 

rt has been a move~ent of national renaissarre and free m. It i the enemy of no 

state which • s not an enemy to it. This was tr-ue four years ago , and _ft . Gromyko and 

his goverrunent fully understood the situation . It is true today. 

The President of Czechoslovakia, llement Gottvald, denied th t the trials were 

anti- Semitic . Perhaps not . The official policy of the Soviet overnment has always 

been opposed to anti- Semitism and has looked upon anti- Semitism as counter-revolu:tio 

ary. An re hope t -t it ill continue to b so , but there are dangerous nossibilities 

that an intense official propaganda againot Zionism and the State of Israel and among 

the masses in the countries behind the Iron curtain, might quickly take on the dan er-

ous character of an anti- Semitic movement and might endanger the security of more 

than 31000 1000 Jews who still live in the Soviet Union and in the satellite countries . 

It is reported, though I do not know how reliably, that alread there is an a tmosphe~ 

of panic amon the 30 , 000 Jews no, living in Czechoslovakia . It is not too 12.te for 

the responsible policy- makers of the Soviet Union to rec0nsider Jhis e potentially 

dangerous line which -hey have adopted. 

In summing up the year 1952 , what can we say? I came across a littJe poem the 

other day Di with I hich I should l ike to close . 

He came to mv desk ith quivering lip 
The lesson was done . 

"Dear Teacher , I Vi nt a new leaf, " he said, 
"I have spoiled this one •" 

I took the old leaf , stained and blotted, 
And ga e him a r.ew 01e , all unspotted , 

And into his sad eyes smiled , 
"Do better now, my cbj_ld l" 

I went to the Throne vri th a quivering soul -
The old year was done . 

"Dear Father , hast Thou a new leaf for 1e? 
"I have spoil ed this one . " 

He took the old leaf, stained and blotted, 
And gave me a new one , all unspotted, 

And into my sad heart smiled t 



I 

- 11-

God is giving us a new leaf, a new start and a ne yea • 

wise:zy- and prayerfully durin g t he c . ·ng year. 

ay we use it more 
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THE NEW LEAF 

He came to my desk with quivering lip -
The lesson was done. 

''Dear Teacher, I want a new leaf," he said, 
"I have spoiled this one." 

I took the old leaf, stained and blotted, 
And gave him a new one, all unspotted, 

And ·nto his sad eyes smileda 
"Do better now, my child 1" 

I went to the Throne with a quiveri ng soul -
The old year was done. 

"Dear Father, hast Thou a new leaf for me? 
•r have spoiled this one•" 

He took he oJrl leaf, stained and blotted, 
And gave me a new one, all unspotted, 

And into my sad heart ~iled: 
"Do better now, 'ff('IJ child 1" 



The Progressive 
'Ye Shall Know the Truth and the Truth Shall Malce You Free' 

Volume 17 

The Test Ahead 

January, 1953 

uary, 1952-that Prime Minister 
Nehru and Ambassador Bowles met 

THE CAROLERS have been in New Delhi to sign the first Point 
stealing into our hearts again Four agreement between India and 

with the everlasting beauty of the the United States. Their pact led 
Chri~tm_as songs. The~r voices ring l to the creation of the Indo-Am~r ... 
out m Joyous celebration of peace ican Development Fund, for which 
and love and hope, and for a we have appropriated $100,000,000 
moment that vanishes too soon our and the Indians twice as much. 
hearts seem not so heavy-laden This isn't very much-in fact, an 
with war and hate and fear. almost invisible fraction of one 

But Christmas is one day a year per cent of the wealth we are pour
and its spirit lasts no longer. One ing into rearmament-but the re
week after Christmas is New turns may well be many times more 
Year's Day, traditionally a day for rewarding and productive in the 
stock-taking of the year just gone long run. 
and brave resolution for the year For the India fund is an invest-
that lies ahead. ment in hope, a downrpayment on 

Looking back over 1952, the a free society in the most strategic 
realist find his crumbs of comfort \ area on earth. The Community 
mostly in the negative fact that Development Program, dedicated to 
Korea and lndo-China did not a village-to-village attack on pov ... 
flame into world war; that tensions erty, disease, and illiteracy, trikes 
in Iran, l;aq, Egypt, Malaya, Tu... at the very roots of the hopeless
nisia, Morocco, India, and Pakistan ness and frustration which drive 
did not explode into armed conflict; the hungry , and homeless to 
and that, generally, the Cold War Communism. 
did not noticeably undergo a change "This is the revolution," Nehru 
in temperature for the worse. told a great throng of Indian vil..-

On the affirmative side, there lagers who had come by foot and 
was a measure of gain, too-not donkey and camel to celebrate the 
much tangibly, as these things are 
reckoned, but in an area of such Snowbound 
boundless potentiality that even a 
thimble-full is capable of firing the 
weary and cheering the cynical. It 
was in I 952 that we embarked on 
the first significant venture to give 
meaning and substance to Arnold 
J. Toynbee's wistful prophecy that 
"our age will be remembered not for 
its horrifying crimes or its astonish
ing inventions, but because it is the 
first age since the dawn of history 
in which mankind dared to believe 
it practicable to make the benefits 
of civilization available to the 
whole human race." 

It was just a year ago-in Jan-

January, 1953 

Juaua In The :Minneapoli1 Star 

Number 1 

launching of the first 55 communi-
ty area projects. "This is not a ) 
revolution based on chaos and the 
breaking of heads, but on the sus
tained effort to eradicate poverty." 

II 

The hunger for a better life 
among the two-thirds of humanity 
who have known only fear and in
security throughout the modern 
era is the central fact of life in our 
time. It has burst out of its shell 
of silent despair. It marches today 
as a revolutionary force surging 
southeastward from the Mediter ... 
ranean to the Indian Ocean and 
beyond. 

It is the cunning exploitation of 
this hunger by the Communists that 
has driven us into making a modest 
contribution to the social and ec
onomic development of the under
privileged areas of the world. 
Rearmament and witch-hunting 
have claimed far more of our money 
and energy, although it must be 
clear by now that in the long run 
the appeal of Communism will not 
be exposed for the fraud it is by 
anything less than a greater and 
more appealing idea-a positive 
mobilization against poverty and 
hunger among the millions of un
derprivileged human beings who 
are today hunting for a more hope.
fol way of life. 

Last summer, when he appeared 
before the drafters of the Repub
lican platform, Walter Reuther 
said: "Until you understand the so
cial phenomena of a deeply religious 
peasant who goes to high mass on 
Sunday morning and attends a 
Communist rally in the afternoon, 
you have missed understanding 
what makes the world go round." 

The months just ahead will de--
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termine how much or how little the 
Republicans understand about the 
revolutionary world in which they 
have been chosen to lead. The test 
will come, not on how high they 
maintain the level of rearmament 
for ourselves and our allies, but on 
what they do to breathe new life 
into the challenging concept of 
Point Four. 

The Issue in Korea 

the kind of press we have-is the 
fact that the United States has 
played a far from defensible role in 
the long and bitter negotiations. 

If the Soviets have refused to 
budge in the interest of settlement. 
so have we. In violation of the true 
spirit of negotiation, we, much like 
the Russians, have coldly turned 
our backs on virtually every com
promise proposed to the UN. We 
had become so accustomed to 
matching the Kremlin's "Nyet" with 

THE NEW YEAR opens with our "No" that we first rejected, 
the United Nations, custodian automatically, the recent Indian 

of the world's hopes for peace, proposal to settle what is popularly 
ghting for its very life. Caught regarded as the one re~aining 

m a crossfire of Know-Knothing (roadblock to a tr~ce-the prisoner
criticism by the Far Right in the of-war (POW) issue. It was not 
United States and the crippling until Britain and Canada and some 
tactics of the Great Powers, the of our other allies shamed us into 
UN is experiencing what Ralph J. taking a longer look at it and 
Bunche described as the "darkest warned us that we were kickin'J 
days" of its turbulent career. away a chance to put the onus for 

, , In a single month, Trygve Lie rejection on the Russians that we 
resigned as secretary.-general after reversed ourselves-only to have 
months of unspeakable abuse by the ( the Soviet .un~on pulverize the last 
Soviets: Abraham Feller, general hope by re1ectmg the plan. 
counsel, committed suicide in the We know of no simple formula 
face of relentless nagging by the for resolving the POW issue. It 
McCarran Committee; top officials isn't so black-or-white as either we 
of UNESCO quit in protest against or the Russians pretend. Our of
budget reduction; Britain and ficials and our press have sought to 
France served notice on the As- create the impression that we are 

t\sembly that Arab-Asian com--- legally and morally on unassailable 
~laints of Great Power mis-rule in ground when we refuse to send 

colonial areas was none of its bus- back to their homes Chinese· and 
iness, and South Africa, taking its North Korean prisoners who say 
cue from the giants. blandly dis- they do not want to return. But 
missed as "null and void" an As.- at are the facts? 
sembly resolution calling for an iy' On Aug. 12, 1949, almost a year 
vestigation of the race segregatfby'· before war broke out in Korea, 59 
policies of the Malan government. nations signed the Geneva Con-

Vastly more harmful than these vention which provided, in Article 
setbacks, however, has been the 118, that "prisoners .. of .. war shall be 

tJ./4 failure of the UN to find a formula released and repatriated without 
for peace in Korea. Its decisive ac- delay after the cessation of active 
tion in resisting Red aggression in hostilities." 
June, 1950, almost certainly saved It was the Western Powers, not 
the UN from the fatal paralysis that the Russians, who insisted on this 
wrecked the League of Nations, provision because we were de
but its subsequent failure to reach a termined to prevent a recurrence of 
give-and-take settlement is rapidly the situation which developed after 
depleting the reserve of hope it World War II when the Com
built up two and a half years ago. munists detained many prisoners on 

It is clear enough that the Soviet the specious claim they preferred 
Union's harsh insistence on having to live in the Soviet paradise. 
things all her own way has repeatr- As Walter Lippmann has pointed 
edly gutted the hope of agreement. out, "There is not a word in the 
What is less well known-given Treaty about voluntary repatri .. 
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ation"-the principle on which we 
now insist in Korea. Although we 
were bound to exactly the opposite 
course by an agreement we had ne.
gotia ted, our commanders in the 
field invited North Koreans and 
Chinese to desert to our side with 
the promise that we would take care 
of them. 

"How," asks Lippmann, "could a 
State Department which negotiated 
the Geneva convention have failed 
to explain to the Pentagon the legal 
trap in which these deserting 
Chinese and North Koreans were 
caught? Once the legal situation 
was realized, the remedy was ob
vious: it was to open the trap and 
to let the prisoners out by treating 
them a.s- refugees. For there is 
nothing in the convention which ex
pressly forbids such a humane and 
sensible way of dealing [ with the 
problem.] .... But we proceeded 
to send their names to the enemy 
as POW s, not stopping to think 
what this might mean to their fam
ilies when the fighting ended. . . . 
An enormous blunder has been com
mitted by our own officials. It is 
not the first of their great and crit,. 
ical blunders in the conduct of the 
war." 

II 

Lippmann exposed another seri
ous weakness in the American po
sition when he wrote: 

"Let us remember that any ex
tension of the war, anywhere, in 
Asia or Europe, is almost certain to 
mean that there will be masses of 
prisoners in Communist hands. Let 
us remember how men 'confess' in 
Communist prisons. Could any .. 
thing be more dangerous than to 
make it the law that if the detaining 
power can induce its prisoners to 
'refuse' repatriation, they may nev
er come home?" 

Our official policy has been to 
ignore the fact that we are caught 
in a trap that is partly of our own 
making. Climbing to higher moral 
ground, we have argued that it 
would be an act of barbarism to re
turn unwilling POW' s whose names 
the Communists have. And so it 
would be. But it would seem to be 
just as indefensible to take so in-
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Herewith are the replie of 
Premier J. V. Stalin to the ques
tions you asked him in your let
ter of Dec. 18, 1952, addressed 
to me: 

Q.-At the beginning of a new 
•ear and a new Adn,inistration 

in the United State , is it still 
your conviction that the Union 
of Soviet Socialist RPpublics and 
the U11ited States can live peace
fully in the coming years? 

A.-1 still believe that war be
tween the United States of 
America and the Soviet Union 
cannot be considered inevitable, 
and that our countries can con
tinue to live in peace. 

Q.- Wherein lie the ources of 
pre ent world contention, in your 
judgment? 

A.- Everywh re and in every
thing , •herever the aggre sive 
actions of the polic of the "cold 
war'' against the Soviel Union 
find their expt·ession. 

Q.-Would you, elco ne diplo
matic conver ations with r pre-
entatl ves of the new Ei nhower 

Admini tralion looking to, ard 
the possibility of a meeting 
between yourself and General 
Ei enhower on easing world 
tension ? 

A.- 1 regard this suggestion 
favorably. 

Q.-Would you cooperate in 
any new diplomatic approach de
ign~d to bring about an end to 

the Korean war? 
A.- 1 agree to cooperate be

cause th U. S. S-. R. i inter
ested in ending the war in Korea. 

Sincerely, 
G. ZAR Bl. · . 

Am,ba.., ador of th U. 8. 8. R. 
in the U. 8. A. 

couragement of a 




