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COMMUNIST RJRGES AND THEIR JEWISH IMPLICATIONS 
February 15, 1953 

Some ten days ago I had the occasion to discuss the very subject which I am to 

discuss this morning on the occasion of a testimonial evening, hich was held in the 

City of New York, and at that time I expressed the following ideas on the subject, 

which I want to use as the text of what I am going to say this mom ing. 

The Soviet union has turned violently anti-Israel and anti-Zionist. 
From Moscow, Warsaw, Prague, Bucharest and Kaunas, a chorus of 
charges and anathemas has been sounding off against the Zionist 
Movement and the government of Israel, identical with the unbridJe d 
denunciations which have been visited upon .American imperialisn, 
Titoism, Trotskyism and all forms of deviationism. 

In a sense, a developing negative attitude on the part of the 
Soviets toward the state of Israel was inevitable. As the state 
of Israel found itself drawn more and more in its sympathiee 
towards the free democracies of the West, which was the logical 
consequence of the inherent democracy and love of .treedan of its 
people, whose tradition is, af'ter all, not the MUscoTi te-RomanoT 
tradition of absolutism, but the Si naitic tradition which pro­
claimed "liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabi tante 
thereof," and, as the state of Israel acted in cooperation with 
other free nations in the United Nations on all matters which 
involved basic principles of the Charter, the soviet attitude 
was bound to become increasingly more critical and resentful. 
And I assume that the Movement as well as well as the state of 
Israel were prepared for such an eventual ity. But what was un­
thinkable and unpredictable - and monstrous - have been the gross 
and unauthenticated imputations of espionage, conspiracy, subTer­
sio . and medical murder against an historic movement of national 
liberation and humanity which, unlike Communism, has never worked 
in conspiratorial darkness, and which has never been the enemy of 
any people or any government which has been friendly to it. rt 
is inconceivable that the Soviet Union wwld have instructed its 
representatives at the United Nations less than five years ago to 
champion the cause of a sovereign Jewish State and to vote for its 
admission to the united Nations if the Zionist Movement were c£ the 
character which it is now represented to be - that is, up to 19Ul , 
a paid agent of the British Intelligence, and since then, of the 
united states Intelligence. 

There is no point in speculating here about the complex of motives 
which are responsible far this amazing about-face - even allowing 
for the traditional unfriendliness of Communism towards Zionism 
which antidated the reversal of its position in 1947. The kettle 
of a Communist mass trial usually boils more than one fish, but 
what a fantastie stew of juridical regamarole is thie, by which 
life-long professional anti-Zionists are hanged because they are 
Zionists, and Zionists are charged with fostering anti-Semitism, 
and the Alllerican Joint Distribution Committee is charged with be­
ing an international Jewish bourgeois nationalist organization, 
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set up by the American Intelligence Service to exterminate the top­
ranking officials of the u.s.s.R. 1 Perhaps their attitude will 
change again when the present political or party exigencies will 
have beS'l served, or when the unsavory grotesqueness of this whole 
canad will have set their own teeth on edge. 

But at the moment, the Zionist Movement and the state of Israelare 
conf'ronted with the fact that a very powerful bloc of' states has 
allied itself with the .Arab bloc in open opposition. This ie a 
very serious matter to contemplate, especially in relation to the 
total stoppage of Jewish emigration from those countries to Israel 
in the foreseeable .future. 

There may be even more serious overtones to this anti-iionist, 
anti-Israel campaign launched by the Communist states. It may 
carry over into an all-out campaign against the Jews of those 
countries who number some two-and-a-half million souls. I should 
prefer not to be forced to conclude that the Soviet Union has 
definitely gone anti-Semitic, or that it has adopted anti-Semitism 
as an instrument of Communist policy• Some of rrr:, friends whose 
judgment I value greatly are convinced that this is actually the 
case. If so, then another appalling tragedy of' fearful and stag­
gering proportions is in store for our peon le• I would prefer to 
be more deliberate in judgment. I am frank to acknowledge that 
it is difficult to understand what is going on there 1 as do many 
other men of good will everywhere who, though they are not Com­
munists or fellow-travelers, have consistently favored a rapproche­
ment between the East and the West and a orking out of' a modus 
vivendi so that all the peoples of the world might have peace and 
a chance to live their lives in accordance with their own economic 
and political preferences. They have favored such a rapprochement 
because they were persuaded that Conmunism, unlike Fascism or Nazism, 
was committed to basic human equality and was opposed to racialisn 
and to the exploitation or extermination of groupsor nat:onalities 
regarded as inferior or undesirable. There was the record of the 
official outlawry of' anti.;Semitism in the soviet Union and its op­
position to all forms of discrimination on the basis of race or 
nationality. 

On the other hand, the anti-Jewish nuances of the Prague trial nd 
the violent references to the menace of Jewish nationallsn in the 
Soviet press are unmistakable. Certal nly, this loud concert ot 
official denunciation of' Jewish nationalism, and the widely dis­
seminated charges of a Jewish network of spies arxi saboteurs, plot­
ting to i estroy the Soviet Union carmot help but incite and inflame 
the peoples of the Soviet union and endanger not alone the peace arxi 
security, but even the very lives of' the Jewish people living there. 

It is not too late for some authoritative statement or act on the 
part of' the highest Soviet leadership to clarity the si tm tion, set 
the record straight, relieve the minds of men of' fear and suspicion, 
and avert an appalling catastrophe. Representative Jewish bodie1 
should not overlook the di. plomatic approach along with the public 
protest. 
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Recent events in which the Soviet union itself" played a not incon­
siderable ro~ should have convinced them that all attempts on the 
part of parties or goverrunents to gain power, hold power or expand 
power by capitalizing on anti-Jewish prejudices are doomed ultim­
ate ly to disastrous failure. 

The Soviet Union, as a matter of expediency, once ma.de a pact with 
Hitler. That blunder had to be atoned for by ten million Russian 
lives. If now again, as a matter of expediency, it is making a 
spiritual pact with Hitlerism, in the hope of wooing neo-Nazis or 
neo-Fascists or Arab irreconcilables, or for whatever other reasons, 
it will be committing a seonc and a much more fatal blunder. It 
will be destroying the Tery basis of its life. 

Since I spoke these words on February 5th, the Soviet has ruptured all diplomatic 

relations with Israel, closed its legation in Tel-AviT, ands erved notice on the Is­

raeli legation in Moscow to leave forthwith. The Soviet Union seized upon the inci­

dent of the explosion of a bomb in the Soviet legation in Tel-Av.1.T as the excuse for 

summarily breaking off diplomatic relations with Israel. Some hot-headed fanatic 

perpetrated this shameful and idiotic outrage, and the government. of Israel was quick 

to express its horror, to apologize for an act for which, of course, it was in no way 

responsible, and to offer amends. Under normal conditions, such explanations and 

apologies would have been sufficient. The unfortunate incident would have been closed 

because such incidents in other countries under normal conditions do not necessarily 

lead to the severance of' diplomatic relations between nations. 

But Soviet Russia, however, decided otherwise. Seemingly, it welcomed the oppo:i­

tunity to cap the climax of its sustained campaign against the State of Israel by a 

total break. Evidently, the Soviet eager~ wished for this total break and for a com­

plete change in the friendly line towards Israel which 1 t adopted sane five years ago. 

The Soviet is now determined in a new line in its foreign policy with reference to the 

state of Israel. This new line has been developing tor sane time. It was finally 

fixed and dramatically announced during the purge trials in Prague last November. The 

word that a new policy was on the way may have been passed out to the Co•unist leader­

ship at the time of the Communist Party Congre•s last october. You may recall that the 
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terrible purge• in Russia in 1935 - 1935 were also preceded by a Communist Party Con­

gress in 1934. subsequently, the assassination of a top-fiight Communist, Kirov, was 

used to spark that horrible series of purges in 1935 and 1937, justas today the murder 

of ZhadoT in 19W is now charged to a group of physicians who were suppaed to treat 

him but who s low:cy- put him to death. This murder is being used to justify another 

purge, whose extent no one can foretell. 

At Prague Rudolf Slansky and a group of other Communist leaders were sentenced to 

death on numerous counts involving treason, foremost among them that they collaborated 

with Zionists, that they assisted Czech Jews to leave for Israel and assisted some of 

them to take their belongings with them and that they cooperated in a :la rge-s .. le sys­

tem of espionage which was organized by Zionists who were the agents of the united 

states Intellige_ce. 

Zionism has now be~ome officially branded by the Sov.i et bloc as the enemy of the 

Soviet, and like all of its enemies, its followers and adherents, those with any con­

nection at all with the movement, must be exterminated. The well-kmron vocabulary of 

vituperation which Communist propaganda has developed and perfected thrnugh the years, 

the terms, "criminal","mad dog•, nmurderers","saboteurstt, etc., is being fiuni at 

Zionists in the Soviet press with complete abf\ndon. Five years ago the same S0"0.. et 

government led in the united Nations for the establishment of the independent state of 

Israel. 

Various explanatiohs have been put forward for this nvotto face. In the first 

place, it should be remembered, friends, that "right about face reversals" are quite 

frequent with dictatorships. Let me quote one or two examples. In 1933 Hitler rode 

into power in Germany on a National Socialist platform. Socialism was a vital part of 

that plat.form. It was that which attracted masses of working men to the Nazi banner• 

They Tiere tantalized by the party promises of vast socialistic projects which was to go 

on indefinite~ 1 into a pennanent revolution as it was then called, and on the strength 
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of that propaganda, among the workingmen of Germany,: the Nazis eame into power. 

But a few months later in June 1934, those in the Nazi Party who demanded that now 

that the party had come into power, it should carry out the socialistic part of its pro­

gram, were brutally and remorselessly massacred and purged - by Hitler's own orders l 

It no longer suited his purposes. The most zealous of the Nazis were nowportrayed in 

the public press of the Nazis as crin:inal conspirators, plotting against the State l 

.A.gain., for twenty years the Nazis had made anti-Communism one of the tlVO or three 

central theses of their propaganda, next to anti-Semitism., the most:important part of 

their program. The Nazis were there to defend the world against the Red Menace. Stalin 

was represented as the very devil incarnate, and this won for them the aipport of many 

industrialists in Germany, members of the professional and middle classes, as well as 

the support of many people outside Germany. The Nazis were the spear-point in the 

world•s attack on Conununism. 

But in 1939 Hitler signed the pact with Stalin, a pact of amity and friendship. 

Hitler was about to attack Poland. He wanted to isole. te Poland and to keep Russia neu­

tral, and so principles and precedents and pledges were quickly discarded, thrown over­

board. .Principles and precednets and pledges count for nothing with dictators. They 

are not worried about being charged with inconsistency. Propagandists have always held 

the masses whom they propagandize in contempt. They can always put things over on them 

inasmuch as they have silenced all vocal pm opposition and control all channels of in­

formation. 

Stalin did the same thing 1 Anti-Nazism and anti-Fascisn were at the very heart of 

Conimunist ideology and propaganda for years. The Nazis, they said, were mad dogs. 

Conununism is out to save the world from these mad capitalist and racialist dogs. But 

in 1939 it S!rved stalin•s purpose to sign a pact o:t friendship with Hitler, and in so 

doing, of course, he signed the death-warrant of Poland, bu* that didn•t bother him. In 

so doing, he made a laugbinl stock of all the Communists the world over who up to that 

moaent were told to denounce the Nazis as criminals and enemies of humanity. 
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Did the Communists of the world really care? Not at all 1 They again took their 

cue from Moscow. The 2nd World war, which soon gegan, following this Hitler-Stalin 

pact., was not a war against Nazism and Fascisn. It was an imperialist war, and right­

thinking people mould have nothing to do with it. It was only after Hitler broke the 

pa.ct and invaded Russia, ~ ss than two years later in 1941, that the war suddenly 

ceased being an imperialist war and became a peoples war, and the Nazis were again 

madrdogs, criminals and enemies of humanity. 

so that the sudden change in Russia's attitude towards Zionism and Israel ought 

not to startle or surprise people too much. Such changes are frequent with dictator­

ships, and are motivated by the considerations of the moment. CoI!llllunists, of course, 

had alwa.ys been opposed to 'Zionism. They looked upon the Zionist movement as a move­

melt of bourgeois elements in league with Great Britain. When the issue of Palestine 

was finally thrown into the united Nations in 1947, the Soviet government saw an op­

portunity here of getting the British out of PB.lestine and it served their purpose at 

the moment to help in getting them out of Palestine by endorsing the recommendations 

brought in by the Commission of the united Nations to set up two separate independent 

states in Palestine, one Jewish and the other Arab. This assistance which came unex­

pectedly from the Soviets, was, of course, welcome. we thought at the time that per­

haps it represented a real change of heart, because after all, the Zionist• have never 

been the agent,s of British imperialism, and the vhole story of the desperate struggle 

of the Jews to get Great Britain out of Palestine and to establish their own countx,-, 

and the whole desperate struggle of the closing years prior to the establishment of 

the State, was proof conclusive that the Zionists were the agents of nobody. It was a 

movement of self-liberation. 

But as the Soviet witnessed the state of Israel, after it was established, moving 

more and more into the western sphere, and as the division bet'1een the East and the west 

sharpened, and as the lines were being more sharply drawn, and as the Israeli because of 
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their basic democratic traditions and their close contact with the great Jewish eonunun­

ity of the united states, which had becane the leader in the world aga:5 nst Communist 

aggression - the So"Ql et Union witnessing this, became increasingly more bitter and re­

sentful. It viewed the close .friendship between the united States and Israel as dis­

tinctly prejudicial to its own interests. It also viewed the restitution agreement 
Bonn 

which was reached last year between the state of Israel and the Jdud:a government of West-

ern Gemany., by which the Bonn government would undertake to make restitution to the 

state of Israel in part for the expropriation by the Nazis of all the Jewish wealth which 

belonged to the Jewa of Germany., m agreement whereby over a perl od of some years some 

700,000,000 was to be paid to the government of Israel. The Soviets viewed this resti­

tution with Western Germany, which had become in the meantime the diplomatic battle­

ground of the Ea.st and the ,est, with distinct distaste., for lfestern Gennaey had been 

swung into the orbit of the Western peoples, and the West was arming Western Germany, 

ostensibly., the Russians maintained., against themselves. The Russians hated this Bonn 

government. And now that Israel had signed ai ag,l!ement with that government., which would 

bring them into close commercial and economic relationships, Israel, in the eyes of the 

Soviet govermnent., became still further involved in this world-wide partnership which 

was being built up against the Soviet Union. And it concluded that it was time for a 

break with Israel. By so doing, it thought perhaps that it would score a point also 

with the Arabs in the Middle Rast who are still in unreconciled opposition to Israel. 

The Middle F,ast is the strategic part of the world, vast and important, which by 

and large has so far been closed to communist penetratlon. And h re is an opportunity 
win of 

to penetrate and vtq good will among the :Arabs because/the Soviet opposition to Israel. 

And there are Arab who, as you know, are not averse to exploit their bargaining position 

in this mounting tension between the D.st and the west. Reduced to its baldest terms, 

it amounts to thisa either you Western powers throw Israel to the doge, or we go Com­

munist. That free men have an inherent stake in freedom, llhich brooks no alternative., 
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under any provocation, does not seem to occur to these Arab spokesmen, or to those of 

the Western world who seemingly are being influenced by that line of reasoning. In t'tlo 

world wars the Allied Nations sought to rely upon the Arabs in the Middle East, and 

found them broken reeds to lean on. And they are now being wooed to purchase a gain 

these broken reeds under threat that if they do not get whst, they want, they will swing 

over into the Communist sphere of influence. 

Recently, I read this interesting comment on this particular thought of the Arabs, 

written by an important writer in the New York Times1 

Instead of' assuring the Arabs, however, this gesture on the part 
of Russia S'lou1d frighten them to death. It should set them 
thinking of whet. would happen to them if' Russia should move into 
the power vacuum. Weak arxi defenseless as they are, f'rom Syria 
and Lebanon to Iran and Afghanistan, the one trait they have in 
common is a passionate nationalism. All are newly and precari­
ously independent and their dominant aim is to maintain their in­
dependence. They are constant~ seeking stability under strong 
men and constantly putting them out lest they lose what little 
independence they have. Even the most primi:tive and remote :1\rab 
peasants have learned in recent years what Soviet friendship 
means. They see the fate of the independent nations of Europe 
that have come under Russian protection. If their leaders, 
therefore, have any foresight, their reaction to the Russian 
rupture with Israel will be just the opposite of the response 
the Kremlin hopes for. The new Soviet benevolence to the .Arab 
cause is only a threat, and if national policies were goYerned 
by wiscbm, as they seldom are, the best answer to this threat 
would be an effort to end the state of war with Israel and take 
steps to join the Middle Ea.stern defense plan now hanging in 
abeyance because of internal dissensions, the quarrel with Is­
rael and Arab distrust of the West. This applies to Israel, too, 
now finally ejected from an impossible position of neutrality 
between the Fiast and the West. 

Whatever the latest Russian move implies, it bodes no good for 
the Middle East, Arabs or Israelis, and the sooner the peoples 
of the area draw the obvious conclusions from the shift of' Soviet 
policyJ the safer they will be• 

This new shift of policy I too, may be part of an intensified anti-foreign, anti­

W'estern, anti-cosmopolitan campaign th.at has been going on in the Soviet Union for s:,me 

time. In ,other words, a determined effort to isolate into quarantine the Soviet people 

still further from all possible contact with the western world, to stamp out the last 
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vestiges of EUropeanism among its people, especially aioong the sattelite peoples who 

h~ve not had Communism for long, as have the peoples of Russia proper, whose CoJ!llllunist. 

ct>mination is of recent origin, who have hot been sufficiently indoctrinated or suffi­

ciently reconciled to Communist dictatorial administration, and who have suffered seri­

ously materially with the coming of Communism. There is always the danger there that 

the,ewould erop up suddenly an intense nationalist movement which would seek to tbrc:,,r 

off the shackesl of Uoscaw, even on the part of those who are Communists, just as Tito 

did in Yugoslavia. And it is this fear of an upsurging nationalism thc-t has driven the 

Soviet Union to intensify its can paign again~t any form of contact between any of its 

peoples in the estern world. 

Jewish nationalism, like any other nationalism within the Soviet Union, is there­

fore, under its anathema. The contact of the twl million and a hali" Jews behind the Iron 

curtain, the historic asoociations, the kinship which they feel with the rest of Jewry, 

most of whom are in the free countries of the world I most of whom are in the united 

states - that must be broken. That sense of kinship has not been destroyed in Russia 

itself in 30 years of Cormnunist effort to isolate the Jews of Russia with the rest of 

the Jews of the world. And of course, the way to destroy this identification, completely 

obliterate it, is the way of terror, which is the customary way in countries of dicta­

torship. 

It has also been suggested that Russia is now using the Jews as a scapegoat for 

failures in one or another of its countries, just as the Nazis had done. It was the 

classic Nazi technique. Now, the soviet goTer.unent has, of course, in the past r.re­

quently purged high-ranking members of the party when it felt itsel.l under the neces­

sity of unloading upon someone or some ones, responsibility •or failure for one or an­

other acts, or policy or program. For the party as such can never be held responsible 

for failures, nor can the inherent shortcomings of the Communist program be held respon­

sible for anything of aey magnitude. Such taf. lure must be saddled upon individuals, 



and the individuals, therefore, must be liquidatedJwhenever there is a change of policy, 

the proponents of the older policy must be discarded - that is, liquidated. La.rge-

soale failures are always paid for in the So-et Union by death. 

As so, it has been maintained that the Jewish people as such2 re now to be used as 

the scapegoat for whatever failures of an economic or social character would occur with­

in the Soviet Union. As I indicated earlier, I should not wish to be forced to the 

conclusion that this is actually the case. I should not wish to be forced to the con­

clusion that this motive was behind the Prague trials or is behind the indictment of 

these Jewish doctors in M•scow. The evidence is, as yet, not conclusive, nor is the 

ettdence t hat t he Conwu 1st plan to use anti-Semitism as a means of attracting the 

neo-Nazis in Germany and win them over to a pro-Soviet orientation conclusive. 

on this score I believe the Soviets should be given, for the time beginning, the 

benefit of the doubt. Its JO-year record of fomal op osition to anti-Semitism en­

titles it to receive the benefit of the doub •• The pattern is far from being clear. 

The other day I read in the press., as you h!:! ve read, that noted Jewish author, Ilya 

Ehrenburg., had received the Stalin peace prize. The day before yesterday we read where 

another noted Jewish Communist leader who died in Moscow is to receive a state funeral 

in the Red Square and all honors reserved for the highest dignitaries. 

I don't lmow what it all means., but surely, there is no purpose to be served by 

jumping at conclusions with such vast and terrible implications until more evidence is 

at hand. Surely, it is up to the responsible leaders of the Soviet government to speak 

up in clear and unmistakable terms, to speak at once., before the danger assumes real 

serious proportions, to clarify the situation. Danger lurks in this ambiguity - danger 

to 2½ million human beings. 

As far as we are concerned, the Jewish people, the State of Israel, I would sug­

gest that we carry on without any panic. The best way to meet the situation is to 

strengthen the new State of I sraelJ as we strengthen it economically, it becomes also 

militarily strengthened in relation to its hostile neighbors and its diplomatic position 
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becomes fortified. 

All that has happened - the intensified opposition on the part of the Arab block, 

the smooth, violent opposition of the po11erful soviet bloc - all of that clearly points 

to the fact thatt he Jews of the world must remain alerted, mol:ilised, must be prepared 

to do all that the situation requires to make strong what they have builded1 and de­

fend what they have cal led into existence, and I am sure that with unity and faith and 

courage and sacrifice, we will outride this storm, too, which may be of shorter dura­

tion than people imagim • 
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now b ocn mob ilized into an n.ssocin.tion cal l od t he . oricn_ Frier:ds of t to J: iddlo 

East . Wit h fm·1 c.:ccc:ptions, they nr0 tho Arie rican ,Jncmics of t b::J Stn.to of I sr:-,,o l. 

The lending spirit of that group is r-. lndy who formorly did n. very profit'"tclc 

busin'3 ss as a l ecturer on Zionist platforms nnd wr.o, in her unrcgJnornt o dnys, 

:111' bcforo ohe wen t nptivist, dcclnr cd: "The J ews were prepnred to fi 0 ht fer t ho 

Alli ·;: s, and did fight for ther.1. The Arabs were not - they bargained with threats. 

It is never f:1J od to give into bl~.clanail, for t her e is never an end of t hri.t scrt 

of thirg. • And ng C1.in she dc cL-red: 11Pn.lestin,J is o. v ery sm, 11 pr-.rt of t ho whole 

Middle 3n.stcrn conplex rind Ar:i.b world . Its loss for th o Arabs would be n Jglit;iblo 

if they could rcp.,lly exchnnge it for their own security nnd cyportunity for nn.tion· · 

This sccuri ty nnd op-portuni ty ri.r3 !'low t hairs. W~.r hr• s not one si nclo 

Arnb state sr.ip_TJ. o. courrgJ :'.nd st :1.t1u· e nris:;:i. nnong t r.cm to s e t t !1.0 problor:1 of t he 

Middle E~st for tl er.1 in its true p erspective , tor. ise the si .hts of his p eople 

nwny fror:i t hn.t lit t l o corner of I srnol on \'Jh ich they conc0ntrn.t a wi t l such rnncor 

and dud.goon ['.S if bewitched, to tl o Ve. st undeveloped t erritories ev cry ·1}1cro ncout 

them , to tht::ir resources c.nd potentialities which, i f wis e ly exploited in co o~)C..r['­

tion with tl o p oo1:JlG of Isro.el whose destiny i s fo1evcr linkod wit 1 t h , pe:-co 0-TJ.d 

prosperity of thnt r egion, could r e scue their misernble mns ses fr m bnckw:--.rdnosu, 

poverty 2nd dis o.sc o.nd r n.ise t ho lovol of lif e , hor lt h r>.nd educntior. of o,11 tl o 

p eople s living thore todny, nnd countless millions more . 

The J. ro.b opposition hr.s gnt hercd strcn th; nnd now fro r:1 t ho '"Jnst cor.1 -Js 

✓ 
nnother voher:rnnt wind of OU'Josition. The Soviet Uni~n h"'.s turned viol or.. tly rm.ti-

Isr[' cl ~nd ['nti-Zionist. Fro:-:1 Moscow, Wrrsr,w, Prpgue , Bucr...c.""..r es t ."'n K['.unr.s, n 

chorus of cht'.rges nnd t' .. nnthcmn.s h..'1.s b een soU;.--iding off ngninst our Mover.10nt nnd 

t he government of Isrr~el, identicr.l wit !1. tho unbridled denuncir~tions \·1hich hnvo 

b0en visited upon k"0 ricnn impari[l.lism, Titoist;1, Trotskyism n.Ld r:11 forns of 

dovir>t ion i :J!l . 

In a s ens (~ , p., developing ne _,r.tive ['.ttitudo on t he pD..rt of tho Soviets 

toward the Stnte of Isrf'.ol was inevitable. As the St['.t G of Israel fou:r,d itself 

drr.wn more nnd more in its synpc,thies townrds tho free damocrnci c s of tho 'i1e~t, 

wh ich wns t he logic.:i.l m nsuqucnce of tho inherent democrncy ruid love of fre )dor.1 

of its p eople, whos 1.7 trn.dition is, o.fter all, not the Uuscovit 8-Ronnno~ trndition 

of nbsolutism, but tho Sinri.it1.c trndition which proclnined "liberty throughout the 

lnnd unto nll the inh..".bitnnts thereof," nnd,ns the Stnte of Isrnel, ['.Cted in coop­

erntion with ctr.er free nntions in the United N:i.tions nn nll mntters which involved 

- moro -
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bnsic principles of the Ch"' rt0.r, th,-. Soviet :'tti tude w,.s 'o . d to bccori o increns­

ingly more criticnl t•nd resJntful. And I flSSllJ1e th."'t tte fovencmt ['Swell ['.s the 

State of Isrc.01 were prepared for such ~n cventurlity . But what w, .s unthinkr le 

mid unpredictri..ble - rind r.10nstrous - hnve been the gross , nd un['.uthent ic".tcd inp 1-

t:,tions of ospionpge, conspiracy, subversion Md nodicnl nurder ,-,.gninst n.n historic 

l"'lovenent of ne .. tiom.,.l liberntion r>.:nd hunr.nity which, unlixc Connu..11isr.1, h,-,_s never 

wor~<ed in conspir::.tori:>,l dgrkness, r.nd which hri.s never been the oner.1y of r-ny 

people or :;ovcrnncnt vrhich h"'.s boon friendly to it. It is irco:1ceivnble th:-i.t tL.c 

Soviet Union would hrwe i:1structed its represontr.tives n.t tho U!1itod Hl"tions l.Jss 

tr.ri..il five years n.go to champion the cc.use of a sovereign J 0 ds ':1. Str, .. te r,.nd to vote 

for its admission to tho United Nrtions if the Zionist tovcment were of the chnrac­

tor wbich it is now represented to be - up to 1947, n. p~id at;cnt C'f tho :British 

Intelligence,. nnd ... ince then, of t:_e Unit 0d. St :1 tes Intelliconco . 

Thero is no point ir spaculr.t ing here f'bout the conpL...x of notives 

whic ' are responsible for tLis nnc.zing nbout-fnce - oven cllo\·1ine for th.J trndi­

tionc-1 unfriendliness of Connunisn townrds Zionisn whic :-..ntidr,.ted the r0vcrs. 1 f 

its positio~ in 1947. The kettle fa Conmunist . ~ss trinl usu~lly boiln noro thnn 

one :fish , but uhnt n fn._11tnstic stew of juridici:'tl rig" c1role is this, by which 

lifelong professionn.l rmti--Zionists nro r .. rngod bcc:,..use they n.re Zionists , r1nd 

Zioni"ts ".re chr'.rged with fostcrin{; nnti--S nitisn , nnd tr_c ATmricnn Joint Distri u-­

tion Conmittce is ch~rgcd with being ( n internr tional Jol/ish bour eois nnti nnlist 

organiz:--tion, set up by tho .Ar10ricr1.n Intclligo:1ce S .rvice to Jxterl":1in,..,_tc the tcp-

r nkin officinls of the u.s.s.R.1 Perr.ups tr.cir nttitudt) will ch"'n&C '"'.g i!l when 

the present politic['.l or p.'."'.rty exignncios will .rrvc boon served, or when the w1-

savory grotesqueness of this whole cnnnrd will t,.,ve sGt their own teeth on od o . 

i:mt , nt the mor.10nt, our Movonont n.r.d the Sto.te f I srnel are co 1frontod 

with tho fn.ct thnt n very powerful bloc nf states has allied itself with the Arnb 

bloc in npen C'pposition. This is a very sericus matter t ccntemplnte, especially 

in r elation to the to tn.l s toppn.ge of Jewish emigrr1.t if'n fr m th se C('lUn tries t 

Isr ol in the foreseeable future. 

Tr~ere mo.y be evon more serious overtones to tLis ru1ti-Zionist, nnti-

I sraol crunpnign launched by the Communist states. It m(.y carry ovor into [in 11-

ut crunpnign l'..gainst the Jt?ws of these countries who number scme tw -ond-n-~~lf 

million s,ula. I should prefer not to be forcei to conclude thPt the Soviet 

Union hna definitely gone .'.'..Ilti-Semitic, or thn.t it hns ndo ted rnti-Semitism ns 

nn instrument of Communist policy. Some of my friends whoso jud~ment I vnlue 
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greatly are convinced thnt this is nctually the case. If so, then rnoth.Jr app."1-

ling trngedy of fenrful nnd stnggering proportions is in store for our p0cple . I 

would prefer to be more deliberate in judgment. I am frank to ncknowledge th;,_t 

it is difficult to unde1·strm what is going on, as do mnny otl:er mc·n of good will 

everywhere who, though they are not Communists or fellcw-tr['.velers, hrwe consist­

ently fn.vored a rnpprochement between the East nnd the West nnd a worl~inc:; out of 

n modus vivendi so tho.tall the peoples of the world might hnve pence nnd a ch~ ce 

to live their lives in accordr.nce with their own economic ['.lld polit icnl prefer­

ences . They have f r.vorod such a rapprochement b\"'cnuse tl:ey wore pGrsundod th['.t 

Communism, unlike Fascism a.nd Nazism , w~s committ&d to bnsic humnn equnlity P...rid 

was opposed to rncinlisn rmd to the exploitr..tion or extormi:!l.rtior1 of gro1 ps or 

nf'_t ionali ties rec[',rded ns inferior or ur.d esirc'ble . There w:1.s the record of tho 

official outlawry of anti-Scrnitisr.1 in the Soviet Urlio:: a:1d its op)osition to all 

fonns of discriminn.tion on the basis of rnce or nr..tionn..lity. 

n tr£ other h~nd, the c'nti-Jewish nunncos of the Prr..:;ue trinl nnd the 

violent ref ore 1ces to the t1enc ce of JGwish nnti onalisn ijl tho Soviet press ,"'rO 

unmistnknblo. Cort ,"'inly, this loud concert of official de!luri.cirtion of J cwis;1 

nr-tionn.lism., :-1nd the widely disserninr.tcd ch"1rgos of n Je,-Ti sh n.:twor~<: of spies r.nd. 

~ boteurs, plottine to destroy the Soviet Union c-umot help but incite nnd infl"tmo 

the p0opl0 of the Soviet Union "nd endn.nger not nlonc tho pe:--cc ..__rid socurit.,.-, but 

even tho very lives of tho Jo1ish people livin~ there. 

It is not too ln.te for son;; aut.r .. oritntivc stntc1,1or t or , ct on the p['.rt 

of th~ highest Sovi~t le~dership to clnrify the situ~tion, set the rec rd strnigr.t, 

r0li0ve tho minds of rron of fenr ~1:.d suspicion, :'...rl c1.v0rt nn npp"'.lling cntastropho. 

Ropresentn.tivc Jewish bodies should not overlook tr..e diplo□ .tic o.pprof'lc.. n.lonb 

with the public protest. 

Recent events in which the Goviot Union itsol:: plryod ~'- not i ?1considcr:1bl ~ 

role should h['.VG convinced th~)□ tr.nt all [lttcnpts on the p"'.rt cif p[\rties or t-·ovcrn­

mcnts to c;nin 1JOW0r, hold po ,or or cxpnn power b~r cr..pit .lizi:1{" on nnti-J,..,wish 

prejudices nro dooned ulti□['tely to dis"'.strous failure. 

Tho Soviet nion, ns n □ntt ~ r of expediency, once .~den P."'Ct with 

Hitler. Thrtt blunder hr-. to bo ntonod for by ton nillion Rus sinn lives. If now 

ngnin, ns a r.'r,ttor of exp1dioncy, it is □rkinr~ n. spiritu:--1 p:1.ct ·1ith HitliJ risn, 

i!l the hope of ·moi!lf; neo-N'~zis or noo-Fnscists or Aro.b irroconcil:iblvs, or for 

whrtover ot~vr reasons, it will be comitti:1.g ,:,, socond :-'nd . r.mch r1or1J f"tnl 

blund0r. It will be dostro~ i~g tho very b~sis of its life. 
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consolid .... tion of rt"1sist"nce to our :ovc□ .J:1t .'.l.nd to tr.3 Stnte : Isr.-,ol - r' 1 ostilc 

Aro.bisr.i, a hostile Sovietjsr.1 (.nd a hostile no0-ilnzisn, no·1 r'..e, in rnisi11G its 1.c;ly 

hon.d in Western Europe. The storr.i cl uds ,"lre gn.therin6 • 

Are ,..,e prcp.'.l.red for evantut'.litics , for the str ,'1.ins n' d t0!".sic:1s cf 

to!'lorrow? I r.100.1 spiritually proprred - sufficiently nlorted , sufficicntl ncbi­

lized, sufficiently deter□ined? 

Our key positions rom in, ns heretcf ere, the St , te cf I sr" :;l "nd Ar er ict'. 

Jewry. I sr, ul no eds urgent econonic w1derrirding ,md s trengt.r.8ni:::ir; , \le ui 11 r.:- vo 

to do r.iore by wny of ccono!:l ic assist, nee and not lJss, to help it ride out trc 

storm. It needs the r ed blood of frosh cnpit[',l md privnto invostnonts. Fortu­

nr..toly, tho n.3w coo.lition govornnent , which ht'S been long ov ti rduc, in which tho 

non-sociri.list Genornl Zio'l.ists r,re now nn ir.iport ,mt pnrtnur, is cronting [I. f[W r­

[l_ble clinn.to for such invest□ 0.1ts. \"e nu.st stir:ml,,.te in every w ... y the pnrticip(.-

t ion of A'70ricnn Jm·,s in t r.e industrin.l developr:iont of tho countr-J. In l:is "Str.tc 

of tr.c U?:.ior. 11 nossr..gc , President ::...isenhowor the othor driy decL .r""'d it to be nntion­

:il policy to do wh, teva r 01.,r ov ,J rn,'1 ,Jnt -prop.Jrly cr'n to enco 1rn e thG flou of 

priv, to Arr-ericrn1 invest□ c!lt ,.,bron..d . Ar:1eric.. Jc\·/S ~1ill e porfcrnin<.:> n pr..triotic 

duty , s well ns strongly buttressin--; the n : W St'1.to of I sr ....... cl by tho invost□ont of 

t heir cr-pitn.l r'nd th e ir oxp,'J rionce. As we ri d to its econo:1ic strc:. th, l/C cls 

n,.,_kE: it dcfonsivolr str0n[~ • ·10 An3ric.:' Zionists hnvo lonr, r'..dvoccted priv ...... te i1:­

vostnent as tho r.iost co.1structivo r:1e(...surc , in th lone> ru:1, for huilding up a 

sound econor· in Isrncl. Tho politicnl constollr>tion in Isrt'.ol is _ow ,uch ncro 

favorable to it. Lct 1 s eot to work. Lot 's to.Le less n'bC' tit nnd do r:1cre . A 

bluepri1 t is : o t yet n uildi•-ie; . ..: d c ... 1£>.p is not yet t.t.e cou::1try it self . 

fo ·r th Ust'nd • ur 6 Ar,,: rican J l'.:..ws who hr .. vc c !'1ploted their , rny 

service, volunteering nnnu .. lly to •'O to I srriel to hol1J in tho u;)buildin of the 

Str-to for a ycnr or two, er for n.s lone n.s th8y wish .d, in wh, tever cr~pn.citics 

they chocso, would ,:;o f .... r to fortify tho snirit -in .1or~~le of the pco1Jle in Isrn.el, 

,. nd 1.tould forgo uvcn stronF,cr lin.tCs otwoen t.r.e oldest f'nd youngest den cra.cics 

on er,, th. 

I srnel crn .help it nelf in t.r.e s,, cri tic.:'l tiro s "hy r'Chievin grc'1.tcr 

u:iity Md c:pod will ,.r.d tolcr .. nco . Excessive pn.rty frt'.c;. Jntizr,tion t'.nd politicnl 

intr'l.n i["encc .-..re o. luxury which an inf (..nt st, te cnn ill nff ord in tines frn 1ght 

with d.:'nger. ·rot onough has beoa done to est:-blish ri,: '1.tion,.,_l, in plnce of a 

p:--.rty, sy sten of cducnt ion, so thP. t tho ris inc eonort'.ti on of I srnelis '·Ii 11 be 

given (. sensu of n,.,_ticn.:1-l unity •".nd loynlty, in plnce of bitter r'nd ivisivo 
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sccul:,.r or rf3.l~j_ous pnrty loynltics. Perhnps the rec.:mt cv-!lts in Prc.guc m:d 

oscow will pror.ipt thosu who h.av0 to.led of clnss struggle rnd the nore 0xtrone 

"..r.long then who h:we regarded thenselves 11 ns nn insept-rable part of the world 

revolutiono.ry c01:1p, headed by the Soviet Union, 11 to r'3consider th0ir positions 

"'.'1.d to wor ;: consciously :--.r.d affirnn.tively for nn. tionf'1 uhi ty n.nd so lidnrity. 

Ttis must, of cours ,.3 , cone fron within Israel itself; but the Isr"clis owe it to 

thonselves ;'..."Yld to world Jewry to close r3.nks, for the tines nrc grave. 

A:1cricnn Jewry will be called upon to assuna increr',sin responsibilities 

• \·lo in the dn.ys to cone, for Israel, for tr..e Din.sporn, for its own life nt hor.1e . 

need n strong sense of r.1isnion nnd destiny to prine us for thes '-~ t".sks. Ancricn.n 

Zionists nust not relinauist or, if nlreri.dy relinquished, nust rec[lpture their 

position of leadership in iinoricr.n Jewish life. Zionists hnve bcnn and n.re tr.e 

bearers of tho clnssic Jevrish tr:-•,dition ia the world. Given a strong Zionist 

orgru1izntion, tl:cre will be n wholesone J-, rish con:--iunity, nL dful of its totnl -

not fra.gr.10ntnry responsibilities to Jewish life. It took a long tiri o f r tho 

loc.dcrs in the governnent in Israel to f;rn.sp this truth. 'I'i1ey h'"'..ve not fully 

grasped it yet, but thoy nre lenrning it - the hnrd wey. 

We need n richer Jowish religious oducntio for ur children, :-nd. one 

of definite Hebraic content. For survivnl nnd signific,".nt living rs n. cor:1T.1unity, 

wo noed Jdwish L..".y□cn ,.-,ho nrc grounded in the fnith, history r.nd litornture of 

tl:eir people. Zionists nust tn ... {o t r..o l end in this nost vit[l.l nron of our life, 

upon which depends tl:c hnrnony of our childre. 1 s li1'cs, their contribution r1.s 

proud und 1 yc..l citizens to tho totnlity of ar.oricr'.Il life; their joyous ide:1tifi­

cntion with the historic Jowizh connunity everywhere, ".nd their ongor p.-,,rticip<'..­

tion 1n tlin uphui 1.din~ <'f tho Stntc of I srnel . 
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compl8fent'.' of those w o 
Rui:;sia will neYel' ri. k II major war. 

The other di turbin thing· 1~ the 
turn lO\ ·arcl the Ar b~. It will be re­
membered that. the Kremhn antago• 
nized the Arab by favoring· the parti­
tion of Pale tine and was one of the 
first Governmenls to recognize the 
State of I rael. In the early yea1·s of 
the Soviet regime it propo ed to estab­
lish a Russian homeland for persecuted 
Jews and opened uch a refuge in Biro­
bidjan in eastern Siberia. One can only 
gue s at the complex of motives that e 
dictated a change of front, but among 
them is obviously a desire to keep the 
Arab-Israeli conflict alive by assuring 
the Arab lands, as once Moscow as­
sured Israel, that they have a powerful 
fri1'nd. 

So,·iet 'Friend hip' T 

Instead of assuring the Arabs, how- d 
ever, this gesture should frighten them 
to death. It should set them thinking 
of what would happen to them if Ru -

ia hould move into the power vacu­
um. Weak and defensele s as they are, 
from Syria and Lebanon to Iran and 
Afghanis tan, the one trait they have 
in common is a pa sionate nalionali m. 
All are newly and pre ariou I inde­
pendent, and their dominant aim is to 
maintain then· independence. They are 
con tantly seeking tabilit. under 
trong m n and con tantly putting 

them out le t they lo e what little in­
dependence they have. 

Even the most primitive and remote 
Arab peasants have learned in recent 
years what oviet "friendship' means. 
They th fate of the independent 
nations of Europe that h ve come un­
der Russian protection. If their leaders 
ha e any foresight. then reaction to 
the Russian rupture with Israel will be 
just the opposite of th re ponse the 
Kremlin hopes for. The new Soviet 
benevolence to tlle Arab cau e is really 
a threat, and if national policies were 
governed by wisdom, as they eldom 
are, the best answer lo thi threat 
would be an effort to end the state of 
, ar with Israel and take step lo join 
the fiddle Ea tern d fen e plan. now 
h ngin in abe ance bet'au e of inte1·-
nal d1 I with I rael a 
and We t. This o 
apphes lo I rael. loo. now tmally , 
E"jected from any po ible po ition of g 
"neutraht •· • betwe n E t and We t. 
Whatev t· the late an move im-
plie , it bodes no o r th Middle 
Ea t, Arabs or Israeli , and lhe ooner 
the people of the are draw the ob­
vious conclusion fror4 the luft of 
Soviet policy the safer they will be. 




