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GUESTS AT OUR SEDER 

The Great Men and Women of the Passover Drama 

April 6, 1953 

MY dea- friends, a goodly company was already assembled at our festive board 

of the Seder when we had to interrupt last week our introductions and our welcome to 

these gracious 'Yisitors to our homes. You recall that we welcomed the princess of 

Pharoah, the parents of Moses, Miriam, Aaron, and the warrlering prophet, Elijah. But 

others were still to come, to join our happy family circle. 

Here comes, like a breath of epring, a dark and comely maiden, graceful as a 

palm tree, the fairest among women, whose voice is sareet am whose eyes are like doves 

- Shulamit, Sbul.arn1t and her beloved, all radiant, whose appeararee is like Lebanon, 

etately as a cedar. They step right out of the song of Songs and step right into our 

homes, brj nging with them the fragrance, the music of spring. 

For Passover is the festival of spring. passover si:,eak8 of the rebirth of 

nature and of the renewal and deathlessness of lif • hat is why the most beautiful 

of all nature and love songs in all the world's liter ture, shir ha-ehirim, the Song 

of Songs, is chanted in our synagogues on the sabbath during the feast of Passover. 

For the theme of that song is, •Lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the 

fiOlfers appear on the earth, and the time of singing is come. And beautif\11 Shu1amit 

and her shepherd swain, over whom love streams like a radiant banner - they dance and 

they sing this song of life and hope and spring in the gardens, in the vineyards and 

upon the mountains of spices, right into our hearts on Passover eve. 

For Pe sach, my friends, is the very victory of life over death. The story of 

Fesach begins with a decree of death. ETery male child born shall be thrown into the 

Nile - that was the decree of the Pharoah. Thu , death was pronounced over a people 



but, reads the story in the Book of Exodus, the midwives feared God and did not ck, as 

the King commanded, but saved the children, and life triumphed over death. 

And the story of Pesach continues with yet mother ominous threat of death. 

Moses was to die, to die as an infant. He was to be thrown into the Nile, and death 

was to triumph., not only IIS his own personal death, but the death 0£ a people in pe~ 

petual slavery and bondage. But the mother of Moses loved him dearly and would not 

obey the King's command, so she hid him. When she could not hide him any further, she 

placed him in a little basket among the reeds of the Nile. Ann then the daughter 0£ 

Pharoah came, the beautiful princess, and seeing the basket and seeing the child ·n it, 

took pity on the child and saved him. So Moses was snatched, as it were, from the 

jaws of death and life, his life, and the life of a people triumphed over death. 

There followed still another threat of death and a struggle between death and 

life. When Moses is grown, he leaves the palace and goes down tot he slave pens of 

the Hebrews to see their affliction and their torment and see their EgYPtian task

masters lashing the Hebrew slaves. In his uncontrolled anger, Moses slays the Egypt

ian and when Pharoah heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. Death again hovers, 

and life again seems to be defeated. But Mose• fled to Midian and escaped, and again 

death is cheated of its prey, and life resumes in triumph. 

There is still another threat of death connected with the story of Passover, 

and the ultimate Tanquishment of death. The children of Israel have been redeemed. 

They have left Bgypt. Under the leadership of Moses they have come to the Red sea. 

SUddenly the hosts of Pharoah and his chariots appear on the horizon. They are march

ing against them and there is death in their march. The children of Israel a re trapped 

with the sea before them, and all around them the wilderness and the onrushing hosts of 

Pharoah. But again, the miracle of life triumphant over death occurs, and life cleaves 

a way through the waters of the sea, and the doomed march through the midst of the sea 

on dr,y ground, and are saved for a great heroic destiny, a miracle, to be sure - a 

legend, no doubt, this crossing of the sea as if it were dry ground., but when you stop 
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to think of it, no less incr dible than the birth of a child., the blossoming of a bud, 

or a blade of grass breaking through a !Jrden clot of ground in the springtime. 

The Tictory of life over death., that is Passover. All Egypt was filled with 

the pyramids of death, the tombs of the dead. The religion of the gyptians was con

cerned chiefiy with death and the hereafter., with the netherworld. Their Bible is 

c lJe d "The Book of the Dead" and contains formulas of how people should conduct them

selves in the netherworld. 

When Moses appeared before phsroah, Pharoah said to him, "In whose name do you 

ask for the release of these slaves to go and worship their God in the wilderness? Who 

is your God?" Moses replied, "MY God is the creator of all life, of all existence. He 

is the source of life. The God of Israel is the King Who desires life. The La'W" of 

Israel is the Torah, a law of life." And it is this God of life who triumphed oTer tre 

Egyptian God of death and the netherworld. 

And so, thrice welcome to our Seder are the beautiful, radiant young man an:i 

maiden who a re aglow with life and aflame with hope, nd whose ardent live is the very 

testament of victorious and undefeated life. Shulamit and her shepherd man are welcone 

in our homes in the spring holiday. 

Well, there are also some very staid Rabbis c11d sages coming to visit our homes 

on Seder night, sages who are deep in ancient lore and rich in wisoom; they come to 

honor our Seder. Their names are mentioned in the Haggadah - Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi 

Joshua, Rabbi Eleazar ben Azarioth, Rabbi Ald.ba, Rabbi Tarfou. These Rabbis lived 

long ago in the turbulent generation following the destruction of the Temple. ES.ch 

one of them was a great Rabbi; each one of them is a story all by itself• Ald.ba, for 

example, perhaps one of the two of the greatest of the Rabbis - Jkiba who did not knor 

the Aleph Bes until he was 24 years old, who by dint of hard labor and stu<t,, helped 

by his wonderful wife and helpnate, studied for 24 long years arrl then became the greatr

est of the Rabbis of his day., not only a Rabbi but a great fighter for freecbm. It was 

he who was the spiritual leader of the Bar Kochba rebellion against the Romans in the 
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middle of the second century of the common era, and he died as a martyr for his faith 

and his people• s freedom. And t~ legend has it that his fiesh was torn rlth combs 

in his boctv" • Great men - these Rabbis of our people in the olden days. These men in 

the Haggadah lived at the beginning of a new exl. le, a long and dark exile for their 

people, longer and darker by far than the exile in Egypt, an exile which was to last 

for more than 1800 years. And these Rabbis on Seder eve loved to dwell long and long-

~igly upon the story of the redemption from Egypt, of the exodus, so much s, that the 

whole night of the Seder was not long enough for them to dlfell on the story. Their 

disciples, we are told, hid to come to them and tell them, "Masters, the time has come 

to recite too morning Sh•ma Yisroel." 

well, we make room for these venerable sages at our festive board. We would 

like to listen to their discourse arxi their leanied conversation and to the distilled 

wiscbm of their learning and of their years. 

Amon these Rabbis is also the gentle Hillel. Hillel is among them. Hillel 

comes to remind us on Seder night to add some bitter herbs to our unleavened bread 

and eat them together in order to fulfill that which is written in the Bible. But 

when you come to think of it, m}ich greater things does Hillel remind us when he comes 

into our homes - Hillel, that gentle, saintly guide and teacher and leader of his 

people, whom the Rabbis compared with Ezra and Moses himself; Hillel also terribly po<r 

who etruggled hard to achieve learning, mild in his judgments. "Do not judge your 

neighbor until you put yourself in his place." Hlllel reminds u of the very heart 

and core and essence of Judaism. It was he, you will recall, who was approached by 

the heathen and said, "I am prepared to become a Jew, to become a pro8elyte, provided 

you can teach me your whole law., the whole law of Judaism while I eknd on one foot. 

QUiokly 1 Tell me what it is, this thing you call Judaism. Sum it up for me - in a 

word, in a sentence.•· Hillel, a patient, kindq man, was not outraged at all by this 

request. He was not insulted by his seeming insolence. He •aid, "Yes, I can teach you 
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the whole law while you stand on one foot. The whole law of Judaism is compressed in 

one sentence of the Bible - in three words, in fact. 'Love thy neighbor as thyseU'.' 

That is all. The rest is only connnentary.« 

Most assuredly we are privileged to welcome Hillel to our table on Seder eve. 

And of course, the most welcone of all guests, the vecy hero of Pesach, is Moses. How 

could we celebrate Pesach without him? And what glory and dignity and majesty come 

into our home when Moses enters - Moses, the man of the hour, who8e :face, the Bible 

says, radiated light when he descended from Mt. Sinai carrying the two tablets of the 

Law, and whose face and personality have radiated light into all the habitations of Is

rael, and for that matter, to humanity athwart all these many centuries. So great in

deed did our people regard Moses they were inclined to say, "Moses is equal tot he lhole 

of Israel." He fashioned a nation which has survived for more than 31 000 years - as 
while other and 
nx,:xa nation, a.i<gx ■at. empires, greater and more pmrerftil by far, have perished from 

the earth. That was the handiwork of Moses, a nation builder. He gave a Law to Israel 

and to mankind, the taw of Moses, which has survived :for more than 3,000 years and which 

ie today revered by more than half of mankind, which has become the basis of all civil

ized law of' mankind. 

Moses, the f'irst revolutionist in history, who taught mankind that resistance 

to tyrants is obedience to God, and mankind never forgot it. Moses was a leader - a 

leader, not a duce, not a fuhrer, not a commissar - a. true leader of men 'Who never 

thought cf himself I never thought o:f his career, never thought of his .fame - only of 

his people whom he led. His people was not always good to him. Frequent,ly they abused 

him and accused him of ignorare e and impatience with their suffering. A people always 

does that to its leader. Frequently' they rebel a.gs.inst their leadership. Frequent~ 

the people of Israel sought to kill Moses, but Moses never stopped loving them. And 

when they sinned grievously against God and God wished to destroy them, and God said, 

"I will destroy these people and out of you, Moses, I will build a new people •" Mose• 
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replied, "Verily the people have sinned grieTously, a terrible sin, but now, 0 IPrd, 

Thou must forgive their sins. Wipe me out of Thy book 1 Rather I perim than this 

people." Moses was never jealous of his gifts, of his prerogatives. Someone told 

him that there were other people in the camp prophesying, seemingly trespassing upon 

Moses• prerogatives. Moses replied, "Would that the whole people of God 10uld become 

prophets. God might place His spirit upon all men.• 

And with all his greatness, Moses •s the most humble of men. '\then the Bible 

comes to summarize his life and to pay him a last memorial tribute, "This man Moses 

is very humble, more humble than arry man on the face of the earth. And the great 

statue of Michelangelo which he carved and in which he caught the dignity and the 

majesty and the greatness of Moses - somehow this quality is lacking, missing - this 

quality of humility, humbleness - the man who recognizes that his work, his course, is 

far greater than he himself, that he is only an instrument, a tool in the hands of God 

and that God frequently breaks the tool. 

Moses died with his aged and tired eyes straining to see the Promi ed Land to

ward which he had been marching and leading the ueople fot' Lo long and terrible years 

through the wilderness. He couldn't enter the Promi ed ll\Ild. o great mane ver ful

fills his program. Moses must die alone, outside of the Promised land, at the top of 

Mt. flebo where no man will know his burial place. No man must know his burial place 

~or r£ar that en, in the ays to come, might want to worship the greatness of ose1, 

and in Judaism no man can be worshipped - no ma.non top of t. Nebo and no man on top 

of Art. Calvert; only God alone ean be worshipped. Moses died on top of Mt. ebo, the 

Rabbis ~ay, with tl'E Kiss of God. 

How blessed is a people that h s such a hero to stand at the headwaters of its 

history and to lead it. through the centuries , What inspiration, what confidence, what 

challenge 1 How blessed are we to have him come into our homes on Passover eve as our 

most honored guest, he who commanded the first celebration of Passover on the eve of the 

departure of our forefathers. 
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And finally, dear friends, there is another guest who comes to our home on 

Seder night, an unknown guest; in fact, not an individual at all, but the spirit of 

a whole people. Israel is the unknown est in our home - Israel, a people. Israel•s 

festival. It•s not the festival of oses or Aaron or Miriam. It is the festival of 

Israel. Without Israel there•• be no festival, there•d be no Moses, there•d be no 

Torah, there'd be no Judaism. 

The Rabbis asked, "Who created for whom?" Was Isra 1 created for the Torah, 

or was the Torah created for Israel? o cones first. And the answer is given: "The 

Torah was created later. Israel comes first. It isn't merely the individual poet who 

sings; throueh poetry the people sing. It 1s the people that creates the poet and po

etry. It was the people of Israel that was redeemed from Egypt. From its loins sprarg 

these great personalities who are associated with the Pa saver story. Theirs is the 

enius _for freedom, for faith, for ethical aspiration and for survival. The greatness 

of Israel is due to Israel itself. Here is people always small in nunber - always 

small in number - but always great in spirit and in creative power. Here is a people 

that always believed in itsel.f and in its destiny and refused to ~11ccumb to the most 

powerful empires on earth and to the most harrowing and persistent persecutions ever 

experienced by people. Here is a people th.;t, has risen from an immemorial crucifillion, 

a people that refused to become just ooth r Levantine nationality, but violently dis

sented from the whole pagan, idolatrous world and pursued its own way, its own tortured 

way to spi itual .freedomand independence; and a people who gave to mankind itsidea of 

God and its moral code - to Christianity and Islam; the people who gave to mankind tlv:t 

vision of the dist..ctnt days to come when poverty and persecution andoppression and war 

wi.11 be abandoned and men will learn to live in brotherhood and peace and justice; a J:e ople 

that set this vision .for the whole o.f mankind, and a people that gave its sons and its 

daughters to die .for it. 

Here is a people that ate matzoh, unleavened bread, and morer, bitter herbs, 

not merely on Seder night, but throughout the long anrl dreadful centuries, and yet remained 
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steadfast to its faith, to its God - nthrough fire and through water, but nevertheless 

we did not forget Thy ways". 

rt wasn•t merely an individual who was great - we had great Jews, macy of them -

but a whole people has enacted one of the greatest and most impressive dramas of human 

history; a people that lost in their own lifetime 6,000 1000 of its rons and daughters 

through persecution and gas chambers; a people seemingly broken and totally defeated, 

scattered; and yet a people that found itself with enough faith and enough courage, enough 

energy, enough spiritual and physical vigor to rebuild after 1800 years its national 

life. What courage, what strength, what greatness reside in this ~ople. 

Pesach, dear friends, is Israel's most characteristic holiday. It is a complete 

paraphrase of its experience and its destiny. :rt is the very image and portrait of its 

soul. Israel, the spirit of Israel, the unlmown spiritual soldier of mankind, comes 

into our home and we sit down on the festive board of Pesach night, together with the 

living, together with those whose memory is living anong us, we "sing the new song of 

our redemption and for the redemption of our souls"; a beautiful holiday which we cel

ebrate in the midst of a beautiful company• Amen. 
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GUF.STS AT OtE SEDER 

The Great en and Woaen of the Passover Drama 

April 6, 19S3 

IIJ' dear trienda, a goodly Comp8n7 was already- assembled at our teetive board 

ot the Seder when we had to interrupt last wek our introductions and our welco• to 

theae gracious Yi■itors to our homes. You recall that we welcomed the princess ot 

Pharoah, the parents ot JloNs, lliriam, Aaron, and the wamering prophet, Elijah. But 

others were still to come, to join our haPP7 taai]y circle. 

Here comes, l1ka a l:reath ot spring, a dark and co•~ •iden, gracetul as a 

palm tree, the fairest •ong women, whose voice ia -•t am whose e7911 are like doves 

- Shulaldt, Slt_,mdt and her beloved, all radiant, whose appearan:e ia like !Abanon, 

atatel)r as a cedar. They step right out of the Song ot Songs and step right into our 

homes, bringing with th• tbe hagrance, the ausio of spring. 

For pa1sover is the f'eatival ot apl'ing. PBnon speak■ ot the rebirth ot 

nature and ot the rennal and &.athleesnese ot lit•• !bat is why- the aost beautiful 

ot all nature and love songa orld 1s . ure, ehir ba-shiriln, the Song 

ot Songs, is chanted in our synagogue• on the Sllbbath d urine the feast of Paasonr. 

For the tbeae ot that aong is, •IA,, the winter 18 past, the rain is over and goneJ the 

fiowers appear on the earth, and the time of singing is come.• And beauti.tul Shulai t 

and her shepherd -in, over whom love streuaa like a radiant banner - the7 dance am 

they- sing this eon ot lite and hope and spring in the gardens, in the 'rl.neyarda and 

upon the 110untains of spices, right into our hearts on Passover en. 

For Pe•ch, my friends, ie the very victo17 ot life oYer death. '!'he etory ot 

Pe■ach begins w1 th a decree of death. EYer,. •le child born shall be thrown into the 

Nile_ - that was the decree ot the Pharoah. Thua, death was pronounced o'f9r a peoph 



but, reads the story- in the Book ot Exodus, the midwives teared Ood and did not cb u 

the King commanded, but saved the children, and lite triumphed over death. 

And the story of Pesaeh continnes with yet another ominous threat ot death. 

Moses was to die, to d1e as an infant. H• s to be thrown into the lile, ard death 

waa to triumph, not on:cy, a his own pl!rsonal death, but the death ot a people in pe~ 

petual elaver.r and bondage . But the mother ot ose• loved him dearly and would not 

obey the ling•s cGlllll&lld, so she hid hi■• When 8he could not hide him &117 further, she 

placed hilt in a 11 ttle baaket among the reeds ot the Hile. And then the daughter ot 

Pbaroah CUii, the beautitul princeae, and Neing the basket and •eing the child in it, 

took pity on the child and aYed him. So Uoses waa snatched, as it were, trom the 

jaws of death and lite, hie lite, and the l11"e of a people triuapbed over death. 

There followed still another threat of death and a .truggle between death and 

lite. When Mo•s is grown, he leaves t~ lapa and _gc)f#S down tot he slave pen• ot 

the Sebren to Ne their atfiiction ana their tonoegt and•• their Egyptian tae~ 

masters lashing the HebNlr slavea. In hia uncontrolled anger, Moses al.aye the Egypt

ian and when Pharoah heard thie thing. he squght to slay lloaea. Death again bovere, 

and life again ••• to be defeated. BUt )(oee• fled to J(idian md e-,aped, and again 

death ia cheated ot its prey:, and lite NBUll8B in triumph. 

!here 1• •till another threat ot death connected with the story ot F&ssover, 

and the ultimate ftnqUiamaent ot death. The children ot Israel have been redeemed. 

They have left lgypto Under t he leadership of llo•• the7 have oome to the Red S•• 

Suddenly the boat• of Pharoah and hie chariots appear on the horison. They are march

ing against tlMt■ and there is death in their march. The children o~ Israel are trapped 

with the aea before the■, and all around them the wilderness and the onrushing boats or 

Pharoah. But again, the lliracle of lite tl"iuapbant oftr death occurs, and l.1fe cleave• 

a wq through the waters of the sea, and the dooaed •roh through the llidst ot the aea 

on dry' groWld, and are saved tor a great heroic destiny, a miracle, to be 811ft - a 

legend, no doubt, this crossing ot the sea as if it were dr:, ground, but when you atop 



to think of it, no le111 incredible than the birth of a child, the bloasOlling ot a bud, 

or a blade ·of graas breaking through a lrosen clot of ground in the apringtiae. 

The Tictor.r of lite OYer death, that ia Passonr. All Bgyp1; •• t:Uled w1 

the pyrud.d• of death, the tombs of the dead. The religion of the Egyptian• was eon

cerned chie!q with death and the here5tter, with the netherworld. Their Bible 1a 

called "The Book or the Dead• an oontaina toraulaa or bow people should conduct than

selw• in the nethenrorlAl. 

When JIO•• appeared before Pbaroah, Pbiiroah •id to him, "In whose nae do you 

ask tor the release of' the• alavea to go and worship their Ood in the wilderneae? Who 

1• your Qod?tt Ko•s replied, •111 OOd ie the creator of' all life, of an· exietenoe. He 

is the source of life. The God of Israel ia the ling 'Ibo desire• Ute. The Law of' 

I arael ie the 'l'orah, a law of life.■, And it is thi• (Jod ot life who triumphed OYfll" tie 

Egyptian Qod of death and the netbirworld. 
I 

Ahd eo, thrice welc our Seder iM, radiant young 11111 and 

maiden who a re aglow with life and &tlam.e with hope, and whose ardent 11 w ia the Terr 

testament of Tiotorioue and undet•ted life. Shn]a,a1+, and her shepherd mare wlcoa 

in our homea in the ■pring holida7. 

Well, there are also aome ftr;y I taid Rabbis md sage• coming to Yi.sit our ho•• 

on Seder night, •gee who are deep in ancient lo1'9 and rich in Wiacb•J they come to 

honor our Seder. Their nuea are •ntioned in the Haggadah - Rabbi Blieur, Rabbi 

Joshua, Rabbi lleas■r ben Aurioth, Rabbi Aki'ba, Rabbi Tartou. ~- Rabbis li'fltd 

long ago in the turbulent pneration tollolfing the destruction of the Templt • ach 

one of them was a gnat RabbiJ each one of th.a i1 a atory- all by i taelt • llld.ba, tor 

example, perhapa one of the two of the grea teat ot the Rabbis - Akiba who did not kn tJr 

the Aleph Be• until be •a 24 years old, who b7 dint of hard labor and stu~, helped 

by his wonder.f'ul rite and helpnate, atudied tor 24 long years and then beoue the great

est ot the Rabbis ot hie day, not onq a Rabbi but a great tighter tor f:reed)a. It wa■ 

he who was the epiri tual l•der ot the Bar Xochba rebellion against the Ro11&ns in the 
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lliddle ot the aNOnd oent1117 ot thl a on era, and be died u a artyr tor hie faith 

and hie people• 8 frffdom. And ti. legend has it that hil tleah waa torn wit.h OCIIN 

in his b~. orut 11811 - h• labbia ot our people in the oldan dqs. The• 11an in 

the Hagp.dah liftd at the beg~ or new •Jd. le, a long and dark exile tor t.blir 

people, longer and darker by tar than the exile 1D lgypt, an e xila which -• to lad 

tor aore than 1800 years. And the•• Rabbi• on seder •w loved to dllell long and lonc-

~igly upon the story or the redemption troll IITP', of tbll exodus, eo 11Uoh • that the 

whole night or the Seder was not long enough tor thea to all on the ato17. Their 

dieoiplea, w are told, hid to cane to them and tell them, •aater■, the time baa COIie 

to r.oite ti. lftOrn:ing Sh•• Tisroel.• 

Well, e • room tor these wnerable •ae• at our teaUw board. 1111 would 

like to listen to their discourae am their l eamed conYerai.ion and to the dinilled 

wi~• or their learm.ng and ot their years. 

aon theae Rabbis is alao the gent.le Hi 1. Hillel ia •ong th•• Hillel 

oomee to relli.nd ua on Seder night to add aoma bit herb• to our unJeawned bNacl 

and •t thell topther in order to tultill that which ia written in t.he Bible. But 

whan you 00111 '° think ot it, 1111ioh gnater t.b:l.np doe• Hillel Nld.nd u when ha ccaea 

into om- ho•• - Rlllel, that 1entla, •1Dtq guide and t.eaow and leader ot bl • 

people, whom '- labb11 compared with BIN and ■o•• b1••1tJ HilJAl alllO terrib]1' pocr 

who at.ruggled bard to achiew learning, mild in hi• judp,111t;a. "Do not judp 70Vr 

1111igbbor until J"OU put 7our•lt in his place.• Hlllel Nllinda ua ot the 111117 baart 
. 

and core and •••nae of Judai • It waa he, you will recall, who waa api--oaobecl b7 

the heathen and Nid, •1 • prepaNd to beo0111 a J•, to becom a pro•l7-te, proncled 

you oan t.Ncb • your whole lair, the whole law ot Judaiall while I ••nd on one ton. 

Qlliekl7 J '9ll • what it i■, thi■ thing you oall .Juda:l•• s- it up tor • - iii a 

word, in a •Dtenoe•• m.1:i.1, a pat1en, Jdmq 111111, wu not oulnpd at. all by tbl• 

request. He waa not, inmltN b7' hia ■--dng iuolenN. Bl aid, •Yea, I oan teeob 10• 
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the whole lair while )"Oil 8tand on one toot. Tba whole law ot Judaillll 1• coapNNed 1n 

one •ntenoe ot tha Bible - in \hne words• in tact. •tow ~ neighbor as tbpelt. • 

That is all. The Nat 1• only c011mSn'tar7. 11 • 

lloat aaaure~ • are privileged to 1ffllc Hillel to our table on seder ••• 

And ot cour•• the at qlco• ot all gueatc. t ~ey hero of P9118Ch, ia 1(088■• HOlr 

could ,.. oelebrat. Peach Ttithout. hill? And hat glor;y and dignity and Mje•t, COlde 

into our hone lfhen )loses enter■ - lloaea, the man of the hour, who• taoe, the Bible 

•:r•, radiated light when he deecended .from llt. Silla1 oarr,ing the two tablet.I! of tbll 

Law, and whoae face and peraonality helve radiated light into all the babit.ationa ot I.

rael, and tor that matter. to humanit7 atblrart all tba■e ma?O" centurie•• So great in

deed did our people regard oae• thq were i! climd to •7 • •llo•• ia eQ\l&l to t hf, ,ti ole 

ot 1.-..1.• He fashioned a nation which bas ■Ul'Tiwd for more than J,000 ,-re - _. 
whilAI other and 
+-IJ• nation, •11•-k empiree, greater and IION ~tul bJ tar, have peri■hed troll 

the earth. That waa the handiwork ot IIO••• a mtion builder. He gave a Lmr to Iarul 

and to aanld.nd, the tn or IIOeea, which bu liurrl~ or aore than 3,000 year■ ard whioh 

1a ~ rnend b7 aore than half or nldnd, which has becana the bui• ot all o1nl-

110N , the lira\ NTOlutionist in biato17, wbo taught unk:Snd that naidanoe 

to tyrant• 1■ obeclienoe to <bl, and unkind never torgot it. 110•• waa a leader - a 

leader, ran a duoe, not a tahrer, not a oc :!mr - a true .le der or aen who neftr 

thought d h1■•1.t• never thought ot hi• oareei-, never thought ot hi• tua - onlJ' ot 

hi• people whca he led. Hi• peopla •a not al.wqa good to twa. prequent.]T tbq abued 

hill and aocuad hill ot 1~• and 111,a,1enoe wit.h their mti rinl• A people •llraJ'• 

doe• that to it.• laadar. Frequentq tJwy rebel apina\ their leader■hip. ffequn~ 

the people, ot I.-..1 • oapt. to kill 110 ••, but llo•e• newr at.epped loT!DI '--• ADI 

when thly ainned ~sq apin.t Clod and Qod wi__. to dlnTOJ' tba, and God ..w. 
•1 will deavoy h• people and out ot you, IID-, I will baild a new people.• •-



, 

• I 

I 

-6-

replied, .Yeril.7 the people have sinned grinoual:,, a terrible sin, but now, 0 IPrd, 

Thou must torg1:'9 their sin•• 1'1pe out ot !by' book 1 a.ther I perifh than thia 

peopa.• Vose was ne-ver jealoU8 or hie gitte, ot hi• preroptifta. Someone to14 

him that there were other people in the c mp propheaying, eeeaingl.7 tnapaasing upon 

Ko•e• prerogatiwa. Uoses replied, •would that the whole people ot Ood 110uld 'beoo• 

prophets. Qod !light pl.Boe Hi• epirit upon all •n• • 

And with all hi• greatne••• lloaea .. the aost mmble ot Mlle .-in the Bible 

comes to -, arise hi• lite and to pa.7 hi a last meaorial tribute, •Thia llo•• 

1• ftry humble, ac,n hUllble than any man on the lace of the earth.• And the gnat 

statue ot lticbelangel• which he oaned and in which he oaught the digni t7 and the 

•jest:, and the greatnea■ ot llo•• - sombaw this quall t7 ia lacking, a1.asing - thu 

quality ot hmd.llt:,, bUlllbleneu - the un who recognille■ that hi• work, h11 oour•, 1• 

tar greater than he h1 ■Nl.t, that he ia only an in t.ruaent, a tool in t.he hands ot Qod 

and that Qod ft-equently breaks the tool. 

llo•a died w1 th hie aged and \ired eyee • 1:ning t.o eee the PrcmiNd Land to

nrd which ha bad been aarohi and leading the people tor 40 long nd t.■rribl• 79U9• 

through the wilderne••• He couldn• t enter the Praaiaed Land. Ro great man • nr tul

till• his prop-a. Mo•• 1111st die alone, outm.da ot the Prom.Nd land, at the top ot 

Jtt. lfebo where no man will know hie wrial plaoe. MO un aut know hie burial plaoe 

tor tear that •n, in the da78 to cme, lld.ght, nnt to wor•hip ti. greatnea■ of o-, 

and in Judai.811 no •n oan be worshipped - no IIUI on top ot llt. Nebo and no an on top 

ot 1ft. calnnJ only Ood alone un be worshipped. •• died on top ot 1ft. • bo, the 

Rabbi• aq, with tbt D• ~ Ood. 

JIC,w bla-d i■ a peop1- that baa auoh a hen to atand at the headwater■ ot it• 

biator7 and to lead it through the oenturiea I What inapin.Uon, what oontidenoe, wbai 

ohaU.np 1 &ow ble••d are n to haYe h1.li ooae into our hollea on Paeacmtr ew u our 

aoat hoaored pen, be who l-t&anded tba ftrd oelebration ot i:.e■owr on the ew ot t.he 

departure ot our toretathera. 
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And tinal~ • dear t rienda • there ia another guest who ccaes to our home on 

Seder night• an unlalotm guest; i tact., not an individual at all. but the spirit ot 

a whole cple. r.sraeJ is the unknown est in our home - Israel• a peopl • Israel•• 

teatival. It•s not the re tiva o !.fo~s or , ar n or Viriam. It is the testinl ot 

Israel. Without Israel thent•• be no t"est1Yal, there•d be no Kosea, there•d be no 

Torah, there 1d be no Judai • 

The Rabbis aaked, "Ibo created tor whon?• ••• Israel created tor the Torah• 

or was the Torah created tor Israel! o co~• first. lnd the anmrer is giwn1 •The 

Torah was areated later. Israel comes first. It ien•t rely the individual poet who 

ing•J through poetJT the people sing. It•s the p ople th t creates the poet and po

etry. It was the people ot Israel thl:it was red ed trOtA Egypt. Prom its loins aprais 

theee gre t personal! tie who re a sooiated w1 t the pgasOYel'.9 story. Theirs is tha 

genius tor freedm, for faith, tor e+,hic 1 asp ion and tor survival. The great.nee• 

ot Israel is due to Israel it•lf• Here is op al: ys small in mmber - allraya 

11 in number - bi.it lwaye great 1n spirit n in ti ve power• Here ie a people 

that allraya belienrl in it•lt and in its desttiv m reru.d to wcc-1> to the 110at 

p0119rhl apire• on earth and to the moat harrowing and persiatant perNcution• ewr 

experienced by people. Here ta a people ttw-. baa ri•n from •n 1•, a■orial crao1ftmon, 

a people t,hat, retued to beaaae just amther Leftntine nationality• but. Tiolentl.7 die

•ntecl tr the whole pagan, idolatrous world am purned it■ own wq, its om tortured 

way to spiritual freed01111\d ind■pendenoeJ nd a people who ve to unJcind it.aide& ot 

Ood and it■ 110ral code - to Chriatianit7 and Ial.laJ the people who p?e to MnJdnd tbl 

vim.on ot the dinant daye to oome when pcm,rt.7 nd per out1on a doppNasi n and war 

will be abandoned and •n will learn to live in brotherhood and peace and justioeJ ptople 

that ,Nt thi• :Yi.Ilion tor the whole ot Mnldlld• and a people that pw it• •on1 and it■ . 

daughter■ to die tor it. 

Rent 1a a people that at.a -.t.oh, unleawned bread, and marer, bitter herbe, 

not •re~ on Seder night, but t.brougbout the lone •d dnadhl oemurie•, and 79t r ariaad 



• 

• 

ateadtan to ita :tai.th. to ita Oocl - •througb fire and t.brougJa water. but neftrtbele•• 

ft did not torpt 1'b;r wq,,.. 

rt, waan•t •Nl.7 an indindual who waa great - we bad p-eat Jm, •IV' ot thlll -

but a whole peop:i. baa enaeted one ot the greaten and aoat illpreasift dnllu ot h\111111 

biet.or:,J a peopt. that lon in their Olm liteU. 6,000,000 ot ita 11Dna and dauptera 

through peraeoution and gae obawbenJ a people •8111:1.n111' brobn and totally deteat-1, 

N&ttendJ and yet • people that toand it•lt wi\h enough taith azxl enoqh oourap, enoqb 

enera, enough spiritual and pbpioal near w nbllild alter l8oo years ita national 

lite. What courage, what strength, what greatness reside in this "ople. 

F9•oh, dear friend•, 1• Israel•• •st chllracteri•tio holida7. rt, i• a c011plete 

parapbra• ot ite expen.nce and ite de•tin7• It ia the Teey iaap and portnit ot it• 

eoul. Iarael, the epirit ot In-ael, tba unknown apiri.tual aold:ler ot •nld.nd, come• 

into our home and we •it don on the fe•tl:n board of P9aaah night, tc,eetmr with the 

11Yinl, toptbar with tho" whoN ••er, ia liring aong ue, we ••ing the i.- eon1 ot 

our ndeaption and tor the re1ap1'1on ot ou.r aouJ.allJ a beautihl bollda7 wbicll •• •l

ebrate in the lll.cln ot a beautihl ccapaiv. .ban. 



.. 
. • .. .. 

' 

• . 

. on this ceyjng child, the whole 

ooJ.l.d 

not lmow that this child ould o day co 

sons ot n. Sh quic r alicad t tit as one o~ tie pitii'ul chil no r 

ala s who th had ee. d _,er 7' by er , father J yet e took pity on h • 
11 rat u n 6u l- JI 

1r him out or th a r .rl so, this ch ld li d a, d came • kr.cran as • o - 11 

oses - for 

~ J.eg nd 

s dr .. out of t ..,,,,,.u,-.-.re by • .. pity nd t 
)loc he ve-cL 

~ that _.NIii!,_~ the r al ot· r o ' C:3 , upon learnin thia 

inc d dou f or l r c':i d 1 

Ga y a... 
a •• •ite as 1.11 a ....... ~ ...... • 

ct, very :!.m le t ii motion torical 

proce s. c s _n o 001 of ill • J L 1 1 I • o 

tilt ey r ch t o ~ 

br tion s of on loud sound. cts ~ th 1r r re 
tltt f'1J£jJ1re . 

8 t who ion or _ o,< a--.l.. empt~ 

-1111.-.,., ga,-W4~tfMi!• this pr nc 

der 

r s t t. 

n mention d 

which lls of ths birt of o ,. 

hou of vi nt d took o 

t t 

to 

on J il & or 7 
511tr'le 

in,ad ;et,-ar•• 

thl 

a oft l to our fdzllts 

t!Oth rend 

in t 2 

is this, 

s to 

t 

C 

ow 

l h 

ch not xp in his 

, 

t 

-

J 

n sa in 

n is 

nor t n r ins in. sre 9 oc ta 

ot, who h>d d in t lle ot r1cho, 

th r nd 1 pro , ino wiing prop 

-



• 
I 
I 

• 

-3-

The princess could not know that this child would some day become 

a titan among the sons of men. She quickly realized that it was one 

of the pitiful ~hildrPn of the Hebrew slaves whose death had been 
I 

decreed by her own father; yet she took pity on him. She drew him 

out of the water and so, this child lived and came to be knoWlas 
' 

Moshe-- "drawn out" Moses-- for he was drawn out of the waters by the 

pity and the compassion of a woman. 

A legend says that Yocheved, the real mother of Moses, upon 

learning what this princess had done for her child, named the princess 

Batya, the daughter of God. 
I 

/ Simple acts, very simple acts , often set in motion vast historical 

processes. A pebble cast into the bosom of a lake will cr~ate ripples 

which extend until they reach the othermost shores. Vast snow avalanches 

in tje mountains have often been started by a single stone, or by the 
I 

vibrations of one loud sound. Acts have their repercussions, and a 

single deed may set a whole nation free or destroy an empire. 

So, we welcome Batya, this princess of the Nile, to our Seder 

board. 

Nbt much is said in the Passover story about the mother and father 

of Moses, Yocheved and Araram. They are not even mentioned by name in 
• 

the 2nd Chapter of Exodus which tells of the birth of Moses. All that 

the Bible says is this: ''Now a man from the house of Levi went and 

took to wife a daughter of Levi," as if to suggest that greatness in 

• man is not always traceable to famous ancestry or exalted birth. A 

great man is his own ancestor. The parents of Abraham Lincoln do not 

expletn his greatness, no~ the ancestors of Shakespeare or Beethoven or 

Einstein. Often greatness skyrockets out of anonymity and mediocrity. 

The sages say that from Rahab the harlot, who lodged in the walls 

of Jericho, there descended seven kings and eight prophets, including 

the prophet Jeremiah. 
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• According to our tradition, it is told that Amram, the father 

of Moses, was a man of distinction and Yocheved his mother, was a 

woman of piety and wisdom, but Moses' greatness is not attributed to 

his exalted birth. They are welcome, the parents of Moses, to our 

Seder. We know their story, too. We know the pride which was theirs 

in the birth of Mose;' wh~according to the legend. filled their 
.. 

• I 

humble hut with radiant light the moment he was born We know too, the , 

anguish of their hearts when they realized that they must destroy their 

child for that was the order of the king. of Pharoah. "And he was a 

goodly child," says the Bible. They resolved not to put their child 

to death, as the law required. They chose rather to endanger their own 

• lives and to keep the child. The mother hid him for threa months, and 

when she could hide him no longer , she took for him a basket made of 

rushes , put the child in it and placed it among the reeds at the edge of 

the Nile. Prayerfully, with anguish in her heart, she waited, as did 

her daughter, Miriam, to see what would happen to the child. In a sense, 

the whole world waited with bated breath to see what would happen to 

this future redeemer and emancipator. 

• Who can fathom the pathos and the sorrow of these parents, the 

fears which wracked them and their sacrificial love? Who can fathom the , 
• 

deep joy of the mother when through the humanity of the princess of Pharoah, 

her babe was rescued from the Nile and given to her to be nursed and 

weaned? Who can fully appreciate the longing and the lonliness which 

passed through her soul when she had to return her child Moses to the 

princess, to be raised as an Egyptian , far r~moved from his people and 

unaware of his own family and his own parents? The parents of Moses are 
• 

welcome guests to our homes on Seder eve. 

~hen there is the lovely Miriam, the sister, she who watched the 

little improvised craft which carried the high hopes of a people. she who 

directed the princess to a Hebrew woman. her own mother, to nurse the 
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trials and tribulations who exalted with Moses in his triumphs. When 

Moses finally led the children of Israel across the Red Sea to freedom, 

I 
Miri~m took a timbrel in her hand and led all the women in song and 

danc~ng. "Sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously. the 

horse and the rider hast he cast into the sea . " Miriam was rewarded for 

her loyalty by the gift of prophecy, and for her merit, said the ~ege~d, 

a well of never-failing waters, of fresh water called the Well of 

Miriam followed the children of Israel in the wilderness. When Miriam 

I 
died, the well vanished. Miriam, too has a place at our Passover board. 

I 
We welcome her with joy. 

I 

/ Aaron, the brother of Moses and of Miriam, so different from Moses 

and yet, unselfish, so devoted. loyal--Aaron held up the hand of Moses 
l ~ 

as ~e did in the battle with the Amelskites. Aaron was the spokesman 

for Moses, as firm in purpose. Aaron was really not a leader of men 
I 

He yielded in crisis to the clamor and the threat of the people, and 

he helped them to build the golden calf But he was kind ·friendly, a 

peace-maker always, settling quarrels between friends and families 

by telling each that the other was ready for peace; Hillel centuries 

later said of Aaron, "Be of the disciples of Aaron . loving peace and 

pursuing peace, loving one's fellow creatures and bringing them near to 
, 

the Law." Like Moses, Aaron, too, could nof enter the Promised Land, and 

like Moses, the legend says, he died by the Kiss of God and was deeply 

mourned by the people who came to love him. Surely, there is a welcome 

I 
place at our Seder board for Aaron, the friend of man. I 

- There is another famous guest who is especially invited to our 

Seder--Elijah, the prophet. For him a special cup is set aside. During 

the reading of the Haggadah, we pause and open the door of our homes 

~ymbolically to invite him to enter our home Elijah is an historic 

figure wrapped in mystery. He is the center of 
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. I 
Elijah prayed for a revelation and a whirlwind came. He realized that 

Cod was not in the whirlwind. Then an earthquake shook the earth and 

he realized that God was not in the earthquake. Then a fire swept across 

I 

the mountain and he realized that God was not in the fire, and then came 

a "still small voice" and in that still small voice Elijah heard the 
I 

•.,· ~ / 

voice of God--a call which sent him hack to the land of Israel in spite 

of the danger which threatened him to preach the word of God, to wage 

war upon the false prophets of Baal and to call upon his people to 

choose, How long will ye halt and act as pagans? "If you are for Baal, 

worship Baal; but if you are for Yahweh, worship Him." 

Elijah, the prophet, is famous in our history not alone for his 
J 
I 

championing of spiritual religion and of social justice, the central 

themes of the great prophecy--but also for his humanity. In the legend 
I 

of our/ people Elijah was known as the friend of the stranger , as the 
I 

miraculous healer, the comforter of the poor : He would appear at any 

time and in many forms among the lowly and the humble, in times of trial 

and distress, to help men , to save men. 

According to the legend Elijah never died He ascended into 

heaven in a chariot of fire, and he will return in the end of days . 

•~ will send you Elijah the prophe~ before the great and terrible day 
• 

of the Lord comes, and he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children 

and the hearts of children to their fathers:" Elijah is to be the emissary 

of good tidings, the forerunner of the Messiah, who will usher in the 

Colden Age for mankind. That is why Elijah, although he did not have 

any part at all in the story of the exodus and lived centuries after the 

exodu~, is part of the Seder story, ~f the Passover story. For Passover 

is the holiday of freedom, and the prelude to the universal freedom from 

• from all forms of slavery and oppression . And so most assuredly Elijah 

will occupy an honored place at our Seder. We would have him partake 

of the special cup which is set aside for him and to rest awhile in the 
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..,, 
of our families from his never-ending errands of mercy and lovingkindness. 
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.&.:> LV.&.U UJ. C. .&..&.J a l . A famous Rabbi met him once 

in a market place. The place was full of eminent people, powerful and 

rich people and renowned scholars. The Rabbi who met Elijah asked him 

''Who of all this throng of people will inherit eternal life?" Elijah 
". , · ~ ! 

pointed to one man- shabbily dressed, altogether withottany sign of ·· 
~ 

prominence or distinction, "This man will inherit eternal life." ''Why?'~ 

"Well, this man," said Elijah, "is a turnkey in a prison. He treats his 

prisoners with compassion and tries to lighten their burdens as much as 

he can. He cannot do much; he is only a turnkey, but to the extent that 

he can, 

life., 

he does it joyously and eagerly. 

"And who else" asked the Rabbi. 

That man will inherit eternal 

Elijah pointed to~two men, likewise 

unprepossessing, arrayed in motley garb, evidently two jesters, "These two 

will inherit eternal life." "But why?" said the Rabbi. "What about all 

these other men-- the scholars, the wise . t he ri ch and the powerfd." ''These 

two men," said Elijah, ''made it their business in life to ease the sorrows 

of others. Whenever they find men grieving, stricken by sorrow, they go 
. . 

to them and try to cheer them up as best they can." 

: The world is full of sorrow and those that can bring a little joy 

into the life of men and who do it willingly, eagerly , out of love for 
• 

humanity--these are the kind of people that will inherit eternal life. 

Such is Elijah whom we bid welcome to our Seder . 
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