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GUESTS AT OUR SEDIER
The Oreat Men and Women of the Passover Drama
April 6, 1953

My dear friends, s goodly company was already assembled at our festive board
ormmm--udhmummthﬁﬂmrmmtiWMuw'ﬂmh
these gracious visiters to our homes, You recall that we welcomed the princess of
Pharoah, the parents of Moses, Mirism, Aaron, and the wandering prophet, Flijah, But
others were still to come, to join our happy family circle.

fere comes, like s lreath of spring, a dark and comely maiden, graceful as a
palm tree, the fairest among women, whose voice is sweet arnd whose eyes are like doves
- Shulamit, *tmmuhm, 211 radiant, whose appearamce is like Isbanoa,
stately as a cedar. They step right out of the Song of Songs and step right into our
homes, bringing with them the fragrance, the musie of spring.

For Passover is the festival of spring., Passover speaks of the rebirth of
nature and of the renewal and deathleasness of 1ifs, That is why the most beautiful
of all nature and love songe in all the world's literature, shir he-shirim, the Song
of Songs, is chanted in our synagogues on the Ssbbath d wing the feast of Passever,
For the theme of that song is, "o, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the
flowers appear on the earth, and the time of singing is coms.® And beautiful Shulsmit
and her shepherd swain, over whom love streams like a radiant bammer = they dance and
they sing this song of life and hope and spring in the gardens, in the vineyards and
upon the mountains of spices, right into our hearts on Passover eve.

For Pesach, my friends, is the very victory of life over death, The story of
Fesach begins with a decree of death. Every male child bora shall be throwm inte the
Nile = that was the decree of the Pharcah, Thus, death was pronounced over a peofle
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but, reads the story in the Book of Exodus, the midwives feared Ood and did not d as
the King commanded, but saved the children, and life triumphed over death.

And the story of Pesach contimues with yet mother ominous threat of death,
Moses was to dle, to die as an infant. He was to be thrown into the Nile, and death
was to triumph, not only ax his own personal death, but the death of a peopls in per-
petual slavery and bondage. But the mother of Meses loved him dearly and would not
obey the King's command, so she hid him, When she could not hiide him any further, she
placed him in a 1little basket among the reeds of the Nile, And then the daughter of
Fharoah came, the beautiful princess, and seeing the basket and seeing the ohild in it,
took pity on the child and saved him. So Moses was snatohed, as it were, from the
Jaws of death and life, his life, and the life of & people triwmphed over death.

There followed still another threat of desth and a struggle between death and
life, When Moses is grown, he lesaves the palage and goes down to the slave pens of
the Hebrews to see their affliction and their torment and see their Egyptian task-
masters lashing the Hebrew slaves. In his uncontrolled anger, Moses slays the Egypte
ian and when Pharoah heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. Death again hovere,
and life again seems to be cefeated, But Moses fled to Midian md escaped, and again
death is cheated of ite prey, and life resumes in triumph.

There is still another threat of death conmected with the story of Passover,
and the ultimate vanquishmert of death, The childrem of [srael have been redsemed.
They have left Bgypt. Under the leadership of Moses they have oome to the Red Sea,
Suddenly the hosts of Pharoah and his chariots appear on ihe horisen, They are march-
ing against them and there is death in their march. The children of Tsrael are trapped
with the sea before them, and all around them the wilderness and the omrushing hosts of
Pharoah, But again, the mirmcle of life triumphant over death occours, and life cleaves
& way through the waters of the sea, and the doomed march through the midet of the sea
on dry ground, and are saved for a great heroic destiny, a miracle, to be sure - a
Japnd.mdm.%mlm;urthlullﬂltmﬁm,mmnmm
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to think of it, no less incredible than the birth of & child, the blossoming of a bud,
or a blade of grass breaking through a Bresen clot of ground in the springtime.

The victory of life over death, that is Passover, All Egypt was filled with
the pyramide of death, the tombs of the dead, The religion of the Egyptians was eon-
cerned chiefly with death and the herosfter, with the netherworld. Their Bible is
ealled "Phe Book of the Dead® and contains formulas of how people should eonduct them—
selves in the netherworld.

When Moses appeared before Pharcah, Pharosh said to him, "In whose name do you
ask for the release of these slaves to go and worship their God in the wilderness? Who
is your Qod® Moses replied, "y Ood is the Creator of all life, of all existence. He
is the source of life. The Ood of Jarsel is the King Who desires life. The lLaw of
I=rael is the Torah, a law of life.,* And it is this Qod of life who triumphed over the
Egyptian Ood of death and the netherworld.

And so, thrice welcome to our Seder are the besutiful, radiant young man and
maiden who are aglow with life and aflame with hope, &nd whose ardent live is the very
testament of victorious and undefeated life. Shulsmit end her shepherd man are welcom
in our homes in the spring heliday,

Well, there are alsc some very staid Rgbbis md sages coming to visit cur homes
on Seder might, sages who are deep in ancient lore and rich in wisdomj they ceme te
honor ouwr Seder, Their names are mentioned in the Haggadah - Rabbi Elieser, Babbi
Joshua, Rebbi Eleasar ben Asarioth, Rabbi Akiba, Rgbbi Tarfou, These Rabbis lived
long age in the turbulent generation following the destruction of the Templ . Fach
one of them was a great Rabbiy each one of them is a story all by iteelf, akiba, for
exampla, perhaps one of the two of the greatest of the Rabbis = Akiba who did nmot imw
the Aleph Bes until he was 2L years old, who by dint of hard labor and study, helped
by his wonderful wife and helpmate, studied for 2l long years and then became the great-
est of the Rabbis of his day, not only a Rgbbi but a great fighter for freedm., It was
he who was the spiritual leader of the Bar Kochba rebellion against the Romans in the


















































