
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         164           59           900 
 
 

The fifth anniversary of the State of Israel, 1953. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



. .. 

THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

April 19, 1953 

Tomorrow, dear .f'riends, our people throughout the world will celebrate the 

fifth anniversary of the establishment of the State of Israel. It was my privilege 

five years ago, at the United NEti.ons, to announce the establishment of the state of 

Israel. At that time, I made the following statement to the representatives of the 

nations of the world1 

At ten o•clock this morning the Jewish state was proclaimed in Pales­
tine. The hour was advanced out of respect for the sanctity of the 
Jewish Sabbath. The statment - and I read only one sentence of that 
statement - is as follows: 

e, the members of the National Council representing the Jewish 
people in Palestlne and the Zionist movement of the world., meet-
ing together in solemn assmebly, by virtue of the natural and 
historic right of the Jewish people and of the resolution of the 
General Assembly of the united Nations, hereby proclaim the es­
tablishment of the Je?rish Stete in Palestine, to be called ~Israel". 

,.,. Tb.us, what was envisaged in the resolution of the General Assembly, 
which was overwhelmingly adopted by the united Nations last November, 
has been, as far as the Jewish State is concerned, implemented. Thus, 
too, there has been consummated the age-old dream of Israel to be re­
established as a free and independent people in its ancient homeland. 

The Jewish state is grateful to the United Nations for having placed 
the stamp of its approval and the stamp of the c:p pro val of the world 
community upon the historic claims of Israel, and for the efforts which 
it made in the face 0£ opposition to achieve that which the Jewish peo-
ple have accomplished. The Jewish state, in setting out upon its car-
eer, is conscious of the many grave problem•, :foreseen or unanticipated, 
which confront it. It prayerfully appeals, therefore, to all freedom­
loving peoples, and especially to thoee who gave their fullest endorse­
ment to the establishment of the Jewish State a f"ew months ago, to give 
a full measure of their support and of their strengthening to this new-
est republic established by this, the most ancient of peoples. The Jew-­
ish State will strive to be worthy of the confidence which has been placed 
in it by the nations of the world, and will endeavor tozealize, as far as 
it is humanly possible, those prophetic ideas of' justice, brotherhood, 
peace and democracy which were first proclaimed by the people of Israel 
in that very land. 

The new Jewish State is being threatened -- threatened by neighboring states, 
tbruteMJ.with invasion. Invasion will mean war. The Jewish state will 
be compelled to def"end itself. And the world community may be faced with 
a widening and dangerous area of conflict, which everyone deplores. 
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It is not yet too late to avert such an eventuality. The Jewish state 
of Palestine seeks peace with all peoples, and will dedicate itself, 
under Providence, to the ways of peace and to the friendliest coopera­
tion with al 1 peace-loving peoples• 

Five years have elapsed since that time, and some observations which I made in 

this statement to the United Nations have since been partially or fulls fulfilled. 

I spoke of the establishment of the state or Israel as the ttconswmnation of an age-

old dream." No people in the world had carried a dream so long - 1900 years - a dream 

which was frustrated ti e and time again, but which was never defeated; the hope 

that some day nthe Redeemer will come to Zion" never forsook the people. It I s an 

amazing illustration of the love of a people for its ancestral home, and an amazi. ng 

faith of a people in itself', in its indestructibility. 

The Jews have given evidence indeed to the world that they are 91the stiff-necked 

people", a remarkable stubborness, which has remained with the people from the days 

of Moses to this day• The Rabbis speak of "Isra 1 as being the toughest among the 

peoples of the earthtt • Perseverance - that is the first lesson the world learned 

with the establishment of the state of Israel and si. nee, and the Jewish people has 

re-learned. Most people said it couldn 1t be cbne. The wise, the practical, the ex­

perts all declared that it couldn 1t be done. The worldly-wise pronounced it as a 

fanstastic dream, laughted it to scorn. The knowing statesmen smiled at the idea 

right to the very end. But it was done 1 And it was done because tought-minded, 

loyally-minded, humble menand women and their faithful leaders throughout the yeare 

clung to the dream. They tel t that it was more than a dream. It was a grim an ddire 

necessity, a desperately needed haven of refuge for our people, a sorely needed re­

habilitation in status, an urgency towards normalcy in Jewish life. 

And these men and women began their work of the realization of this dream long 

before 1948, eighty years before - the movement back to P&lestine, back to a national 

existence, began when the first Zioni•ts established their first colonies in that 
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little, barren, neglected but beloved land of promise. And 55 years ago the first 

Zionist Congress was held in Switzerland, where the movement was organized politically 

and set upon its mission, destined to be consummated triumphantly in rur lifetime. 

The beginnings of the Movement were small, very snal 1, and very disheartening. 

The Turkish government in those days gave the Movement very little encol)ragement in­

deed. The world opinion was unfavorable to it• and those Jews who were in a posi­

tion to help materially and substantially were cold, indifferent and even hostile. 

But these faithful men and women who made thadream and knew the need persisted, and 

the First World war gave the Movement its first great political impetus. The Balfour 

°'claration was issued in 1917 during the First World war, and it was a landmark in 

the history of the .fulfillment of this dream. Great Britain undertook, with the back­

ing of the members of the League of Nations, to facilitate the establishment of a 

Jewish national home in Palestine. But it was not long before Great Britain recanted, 

and then there set in a long and weary period of frustration for the Movement. At­

temps were made t:ime and time again to circumvent the letter and spirit of the Mandate, 

to curb immigration of Jews into Palestine, to restrict their right to acquire land 

in Palestine. Numerous committees of inquiries were sent into the countty to find ways 

and excuses for liquidating the Movement, and all that culminated, you may remember, 

in the notorious White Paper of 1939 which practically spelled the death warrant to 

the whole Movement. 

But the Jews persisted and resisted. The Movement in Palestine went undergroun:l 

and the Haganah, the Irgun took up their forcible and violent methods to achieve •hat 

diplomacy was evidently unable to a chi.eve. And illegal immigration set into the country, 

and the story of the many attempts on he part of Jews fieeing .tror11 the hells of Eur-

ope, trying to get into the forbidden though promised land, is now the epic of Jewish 

history. That the work of this resistance and persistence was so impressive and so un­

deniable, that in 1947 Great Britain finally turned over the lilole Falestine question 
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to the united Nations which appointed, you may recall, a Special Conmission on Pales­

tine and which brought in in the fall of 19L7 the plan for the partition of the coun­

try which was to set up an independent and soveriegn Jewish state as well as an inde­

pendent and sovereign Arab state. on October 2, 19L7, in the name of the Zionist 

Movement of the world and in the name of the Jews in Palestine, I accepted the pro­

posal of partition, and on November 29 of that 5ame year, the united Nations voted 

by an overwhelming vote of 33 to 13 to approve the plan, and thus, political sanction 

was given by the nations of the world to the establishment of an independent state, 

Israel in Palestine. 

And then, war began. The Arab States refused to a bide by the decisions of the 

~ited Nations of which they were members, and they set about invading the country 
un-

and/doing by force and violence what had been achieved in the United Nations. 

And this brings me to the second thought which I mentioned in the statement which 

I made before the united Nations when I announced the stablishment of the state ot 

Israel, and the second lession which the people of the world learned. I stated that 

Nthe new Jesish state is being threatened, threatened by neighboring states, threat­

ened with invasion. Invasion will mean war. The Jewish State will be compelled to 

defend itself.n And defend itself, it did. 

The world didntt think that the Jews would fight. The Arabs figured that the 

Jews wouldn•t .fight. Maey of them expressed the thought that the Jews wo ld cut and 

run as soon as the first Arab fired his first shot in Palestine, so that gaily five 

.Arab armies marched on Jewish Falestine, but they were completely and decisively beaten 

and hurled back. The Jews at that time were poor~ armed, but they supplemented tm 

paucity of their arms with an abundaa• of resoluteness and valor and courage, courage 

reminiscent of the ancient Maccabees. I cbn•t know how the world came to believe tl'Bt 

the Jews wouldn•t fight. The Jews have always been valiant warriors trom the days of 

Joshua. They never idealized war as the Teutons and other barbarians did, but the 
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ancient Phillistines knew the valor of Jewish armies, the Jewish fighters who were 

new:tfter than eagles ands tronger than lions"·, and the mighty empire of Rome knew it. 

The mighty empire of Rome was compelled to hurl its mightiest legions and bring them 

from all parts of the f cr -nung empire against Judea for years before they finally 

0uenched in blood the passion for freedom of that little people. And assuredly, no 

people could have survived the fiery persecutions of centuries unless it had a fight­

ing heart. 

Ard so the world in the last few years re-learned mother lesson, that the Jews 

can and will fight for their independence, for their freed> m, for their existence. 

There are some Arab leaders whJ are still talld.ng about a second round, and that 

would be a great mistake for them, f"or if war comes again, war will be carried into 

their territories. 

And the third lesson which these last five years have taught us and the world, 

I intimated in that statement when I said, "The Jewish State insetting out upon its 

career, is conscious of the maey grave problems, foreseen and unanticipated, which 

confront it." It wasn•t moving towards a picnic. There was first of all the problem 

of setting up the machinery of government. Could the Jews do it? They hadn•t had a 

goverl1JJB nt of their own for 19 centuries• There were doubters - many of them. Here 

again I don 1t know why there sLould have been so many doubters. History records num­

erous instances where Jews were ministers, were the ambassadors, were the diplomats 

and empire builders in many parts of the world, but the Galut created many of these 

myths about our people which fortunately the State of Israel has begun to dissipate. 

"8111 the machinery of government was quickly and smoothly set up, and it began 

to function within a wear after the establishment of the state, even while fighting 

was going on on all its borders. 

And then came the problem of immigration. How could a little state of very lim­

i ted resources take in hundreds of thousands of additional immigrants, most ot them 
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impoverished and penniless, bringing with them nothing but their love of the country, 

their desire to rebuild their lives, and sane of them perhaps with some skills. Eight 

hundred thoueand of them in five years 1 How could the little country absorb them? 

Well, it did, not without severe strain, of course, a strai. nmich is still very keenly 

felt. But they were absorbed and they are steadily being integrated into the life of 

the country. 

Where could the little state find the resources to take care of this increased 

population? well, it was a terribly difficult and perplexing problem which has not 

yet been fully solved. But the Israeli went to work, in spite of the seeming insur­

mountable difficulties, undismayed, and in four years the land Wlder ~ultivation in 

Israel increased from some 1,650,000 dunams to 3,700,000. Vast stretches of desert 

land was irrigated, TS.st swamps reclaimed, industry was expanded. There are 50% moxe 

,rorkers in Israel today than five years ago, 1201000 of them engaged in various kinds 

of industrial undertakings. The national income over a period of four to five years 

increased from 240,000,000 pounds to 800,000,000 pounds. Feverish activity in the 

field of building, of construction - build:tng of homes, of ships, of roads - the en­

tire country is one vast, busy workshop. There were JOO new settlements and colonies 

and villages established in four to five years. Great enterprise has been put in in 

the field of exploring for new mineral resources. in the country. 

Whrre did this people find that ruggedness, that pioneering skill, that stick-to­

it-iveness, that inventiveness to d:> all this, many of them who came .from the ghettos 

of Ea.stem Europe, whose hands were never accustomed to the hard ]a bor of the settler, 

the colonist and the pioneer? Well, they found them. They have given an example to 

the woild of an amazing skill in colonization, using the most advanced methods, which 

has amazed the world. Israeli had help, of course. -we helped them. Biggers tates 

than Israel, much older states than Israel, had needed economic assistance in the last 
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years, and our own country has poured out billions upon billions of dollars to under­

gird the economies of great empires, numerous countries, woo couldn•t sustain them­

selves in these desperate times. So Israel needed and received help, but the great­

est help which they received was self"-help. They want to become as speedily as they 

can entirely self-dependent and sufficient unto themselves. And I am persuaded that 

tbe dynamisn which is in them, which has carried them over these numerous dangers 

and difficulties will stand by them in the years to come and will help them solve all 

these problems. 

And this is the third lesson which the world learned. Jews are state-builders, 

from the ground up, from ditch-diggers to dimplmats. They are state builders 1 Their 

own hands have hd lt this country. They did not exploit the labors of other peoples. 

And finally the fourth lesson which these five years have taught us, to which I 

also referred in the statement which I addressed to the united Nations by way of a 

forecast, a prophesys "The Jewish State will strive to be worthy and will udeavor 

to realize, as far as it is humanly possible, these prophetic ideals of justice 1 

brotherhood, peace and democracy which were first proclaimed by the people of Israel 

in that very land." Justice - the young state of Israel has endeavored to give con­

crete expression to the hiRhesttt.andards of social justice in ~11 fonns of its econ­

omic and social life. There is no exploitation of labor in Israel. There is no liv­

ing on account of others and profiting from the sweat of others. Israel h~s experi­

mented with some 250 settlements wherein people work collectively and share collec-

ti vely, where the passion is to build and to aggrandize, every protection is given 

to the needy, the aged, the sick arxi the dependent. 

Brotherhood - what nobler example was given to the world than the act of this 

amazing little people in 1948 when, beset by war, when facing seemingly insurmountable 

economic problems, when their mm standard of life was low and in danger, when they 

themselves were in want - I say, what nobler example of the solidarity of a people, 
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in brotherhood could have been given than by this people which enacted as its first 

piece of legislation and which the state has proclaimed a law, which ordered the doors 

of I sft.el wide open to all the Jews of the world. They knew what they w ere doing; 

they irnew what burdens they were taking on because these people whom they were expect­

ing to come were poor, indigent, the victims of Hitler 1s concentration camps. They 

would have to be cared for by them; they would have to share with them their mm 

meager resources, their own private dwelling places. But loyal to the ancient man­

date of our people - "all Jews are brothers" - they opened their doors and their hones 

and their hearts, 800,000 immigrants, forcing themselves to submit to even greater 

austerity, lowering still further their own standard of life, but they did it for the 

sake of brotherhood. 

Peace - the State o:f Israel has been seeking the peace of its neighbors, and time 

and time again it stretched out the hand of friend6hip to the peoples across its bor­

ders which hand has so far been thrust aside, but it still persists, seeking peace, 

and the happiness of that entire pa.rt of the world will depend upon an early peace to 

Israel and its neighboring peoples. 

And democracy - I don •t know of any country in the world today that is striving 

so hard to de:fend the democratic way of life in a part of the earth where democracy 

is fairly well unknown, as the little state or Israel., which recently brought down 

upon i tsel:f the anger, the wrath of the great 50,zt et government because it showed 

definite leanings toward the l!emocratic West. Given time, the state of Israel will 

establish, in my firm belief, as far as it is humanly possible, a country which will 

be resonant of the ideals of the prophets of Israel. It would be surprising to me 1n­

deed if something great does not come out of that little country after a while, after 

they have had an opportunity to consolidate themselves spiritually, to unity these 

fellow-Jews who have come from 50-60 different countries of the world, bringing with 

them different backgrounds, different tradi tio s, different ways of life, different 
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languages - I say, it would not be surprising to me if after time has had a chance to 

amalgamate and consolidate, given a chance to the genius of the people and the genius 

of the lam, to fashion them into a real unified, culturally distinctive people - it 

would not be surprising to ~ that out of that little cotmtry will again come great 

values - cultural, artistic., scientific - which will astound the world. 

It is unthinkable to me that these Jews whoare coming to Israel f'rom many parts 

of the world, bringing with them many of them rare talents and skills, some of them 

genius, eager to vindicate themselves, eager to return in achievement for the mean­

ness and the cruelty and the degradation which they suffered at the hands of their 

persecutors, and coming into a land where evecy hilland valley is prophetic of ancient 

greatness and glory, stiihulating, exciting, .filled with challenge - it would be slll'­

prising to me if such people working in this kind of an environment, will not in the 

days to come create things of rare beauty, of rare truth, of rare insights, anci again 

bless the world in the days to come, as their fore.fathers out of little Judea blessed 

the world in the days gone by. 

lo that as we stand on the threshold of the fifth year of the ne,, state, we have 

every reason for pride in its achievements, we have every reason to be grateful to a 

kind Providence who finally, after nearly 1900 years., has enabled this people to re­

establish its national center in its anc:'-ent home., and we have great reason to re­

consecrate ourselves to continued help and support to that little country, that brave 

little people., until it is able to stand firmly on its own feet and carry on as it 

wishes to. 

The state of Israel has given us many compensations already in terms of dignity, 

in tenns of self-respect. It has given our young people a pride which will mean so 

much to their inner souls in the days to come. rt has already taken off our hands the 

most tragic problem of the century, the homelessness of 8001000 of our fellow Jews, and 

it has given to the world a marvelous example of how Jews on their own, given a chance, 
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given a chance, can do. lie salute our fellow Jews in Israel on this occasion, and 

pray for their wellbeing, their peace and their prosperity • 

• 
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