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THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REVOLT OF THE WARSAW GHETTO 

April 261 1953 

The Jewish world commemorates this month the tenth anniversary of the uprising 

of the warsaw Ghetto. Last week the Jewish world celebrated the fifth anniversary of 

the establishment of t~e state of Israel. The latter is the most glorious event in 

our history in two thousand years; the former is the most tragic event in our history 

in two thousand years. And this sharp contrast is not unusual in our long and check

ered history. 

The world, I am afraid, would like to forget the story of warsaw. The world we,11ld 

like to forget the horrible story of the six million Jews and of their long torture 

and final martyrdom at the hand of the Nazis. our free world is very busy at the mo

ment putting weapons again into the hands of the Gertran people which perpetrated the 

most unspeakable atrocities known to mankind. ecause of international power politics, 

the free world ~ould like to forget Auschwitz and uchenwald and Treblinka and Belsen 

and 1 aidanek, and all the otherhuma.n slaughter-houses, the extermination camps, the gas 

chambers where men, women and children - a million children - were gassed and then 

burnt or buried in huge trenches or stRrved to death or shot to death. 

But the Jewish people must never forget and must try to make the world remember, 

for the NaKi story, I am afraid, is not a finished story, and the worl0 has not heard 

the last of this abnormal people, of political immaturity with its militarism and its 

spiritual violence and its vague, chaotic 1'l'feltschmertzn and its everlasting Kaiser

Fuhrer complex. 

Before the Second World war 3½ million Jews lived in Poland. rt was the largest 

community in Europe. out of e ve-ry one hundred Jews living in Europe, thil•jjy-.five liwd 

in P0land. There were 3½ million Jews in Poland at t.he beginning of the Second World 

war. When that war was over there were less than 50 1000 Jews in Poland. When the war 

began in 1939, there were some 330,000 Jews in the city of Warsaw, the highest population 
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of Jews in any city in Europe. When the war ended, there remained, as one writer puts 

it - nthere remained among the ruins and rubble of the Warsaw ghetto a few hundred 

walking corpses with bloodshot eyes, a stare with fear, their ears strained for e ve-ry 

rustling sound and their legs set to flee at the merest shadow of a living creature. 

They emerged at night :£o forage, and with the first ray of dawn, returned to their dark 

and forbidding hiding places." 

The second World war, you will recall, began with the German attack on Poland. In 

September 1939 the Germans took arsaw, and the Gestapo then took over the lives and 

the fortunes of the 330,000 Jews living in that city. The story of the extennination 

of the Warsaw Jewish co~unity covers a period of a fe years. The Nazis went at it, 

as is the custom of that people, deliberately and scientifically, with organizational 

techniques. They first organized a Jewish Community Council of 24 members to carry out 

the orders of the Gestapo. A ff!W months later the Gestapo ordered a registration of 

all Jewish possessions and of all Jewish property in arsa.,1. And the Qeste.po proceeded 

quietly, ut systematically, to arrest or to kill or o send to concentration campe most 

of the intellectual leaders of the Jews in Warsaw, their intellieencia, their scholars 

and journalists, editors, Rabbis, all who could possibly give leadership to the Jewish 

community. And in October 1940 the Gestapo ordered all the Jews of Warsaw to remove 

to one section of t he city, which was established as a Jewsih ghetto, and all the Jews 

of vtarsaw were herded into that Ghetto, And then the ghetto was closed off i'rom the rest 

of the world. 

An historian describing the scene writes, 

The gates of free conmut)ication which had been kept open to a slight ex
tent, were now shut tight. Red brick walls three Meters high, fences of 
barbed wire, and the yellow star identification introduced months before, 
separated the Jews from all other parts of war saw. No longer were they 
regarded as second or third rate citizens; like lepers, the Jews were now 
completely segregated from the city and its populace. Within the hetto, 
the mass of Jews grew steadily in numbt.rs. This was due to the fiight 
:from the provinces where the liquidation process started earlier. All of 
them., estimated by the Germans at 400,000, were squeezed into the lixaited 
space of 100 square city blocks to feed on their own misery and sense of 
abandonment. With its inhuman crowding and starvation, the ghetto was em
ployed as a means of lowering the morale , mortifying self-respect and en
feebli g any thought of resistance. 
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When the ghetto was established in October 1940, the Jews tried to carry on as 

best as they could their life within that ghetto. They tied to make the best of a 
be 

bad situation. They did not at all suspect that this was to/the first step in a pro-

gram of extermination. They organized communal life within the ghetto as best as they 

cou!d - their relief agencies, their soup kitch~ns, their school, th~ir cultural ac

tivities - and they hoped to wait the war out, as it were, confident that sooner or 

later there would be an Allied victory and that they would be released from the con-
of 

fines of the ghetto. Rumors began tor each them from time to time tku certain murder 

camos which the Nazi had set up in Polani for the mass extermination of Jews. These 

appeared to the Jews of Warsaw so incredible, so unthinkable, so fantastic, that they 

would give no credence to these rumors. But these rumors, unfortunately, were more than 

rumors becttuse it wr.sn•t long before the razi plan for the Jews of Europe began to take 

form. The Nazi plan for the Jews of Europe took abo t two years to mature • The fir st 

step in that plan was to segregate all t he Jews o Europe i to one place in Europe -

into one ·country, one part of a country - to collect all the Jews from France, Holland, 

Belgill.'Il and Germany and the other countries, and dump them all in one reservation, and 

that reservation was to be in Poland in the Ublin area. And the original plan was 

that after the war, after the victory of the 1az·s, all these Jews thus collected from 

all parts of Europe would be sent to some island - Madagascar was spoken of as a plac 

where they wou]d all be dunped. But later on the plan took on a more definitive form, 

when there was no loner aey necessity to respect the public opinion of the world be

cause the Nazis were scoring one victory after another, it was decided that immediately 

following the concentration of all the Jews in that one place, the program of their ex

termination should begin. 

In October 19hl Hans Frank, who had been made Governor General of Poland, and 

therefore in charge of the Jews who were being ,erded together in Polllnd, addressed a 

cabinet session of the Nazis in which he saidt 
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Gentlemen, I must ask you to rid yourself of all feeling of pity. We 
must annihilate the Jews wherever we find them and wherever it is pos
sible, in order to maintain the structure of the Reich as a whole ••• 
The Jews represent for us extraordinary, malignant gluttons. Vie have 
now approximately 2,r,00,000 of them in the Government General, and with 
the Jewish mixtures and everything that goes with it, 3,5001000 Jews. 

we cannot shoot or poison these 3,5001 000 Jews, but we shall neverthe
les8 be able to take measures l'1hich will lead, somehow, to their anni
hilation, and this is in connection with the gigantic measures to be 
determined in discussion from the Reich. The Government General must 
become free of Jews, the same as the Reich. 

Well, they soon found the measures; the ne asures were rather simple. Of this large 

concentration in Poland, the smaller ghettos were first to be liquidated by sending the 

inmates of thee ghettos to concentration camps where they were pu to deatt, and then 

the larger ghettos., like the ghetto of warsaw.,was to be liquidated. 

And the liquidation of the liarsaw ghetto began in July 1942. The first evacuation 

of the Warsaw ghetto as ordered in J~ly 1942. An eyewitness thus describes thb scene t 

on july 22nd, a t nine o • clock in the morning, several automobiles and two 
trucks with Ukrainians drove before the Jtidenrat. (This was the office o:f 
this connni ttee of 2h which the Gestapo bad established to handle the Jew-
ish affairs in the ghetto.) Hoe:fle (the Nazi leader) thus addressed czern
iakow and the other members of the Council (Cz rniakmv was the President 
of the Jewish Community Council), "Today begins the evacuation of the Jews 
from Warsaw. You know that there are tA)o many Jews • To you, the Juden
rat., I entrust tht:: carrying out of this task. Should you neglect to acquit 
yourself satis:factorily, you will all hang .from the same rope." 

The actual operations were conducted by members of the ordnungsdienst 
(Jewish Police) under the supervision of the German Deportation Staff ••• 
People were evicted .from their homes, gathered in the streets and marched 
off to the tmischlagpJ.atz at stawski Square, th€. reloading section located 

J the .fringe of the ghetto. From there, in prepared box car , Jews were 
loaded for tran port like cattle for the slaughter honse . 

Five thousm d of them 1 When Adam czerniakow was ordered to prepare :the lists of 

those to be shipped every day, he committed suicide. I knev, Adam Caerniakcm - I had 

met him in Poland - one of the noblest souls that ever lived. He wouldn't be respon

sible for cooperation with the Nazi butchers. 

The Jews who were being evacuated were told that t.he3y were being sent not, of 

course., to extermination centPrs but being sent to labor camps where fine treatment 

would be afforded them. They would work for the Nazis and all ould be well, nd they 
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believed it. In less than three months some 300 1000 Jews were evacuated frorr. wijarsaw 

ard dis ,cheJ to their death. Some 50,000 remained. ~he story of the Warsaw ghetto 

revo., , B1. is the story of these 50 .,ooo who remained. 

Thelfle :were voices among the Jews of the 11a.rsaw ghetto right along v,ho said that 

this evacuation was the first step in the murder of the Jews, that the Jews s:1ould 

not pennit themselves to be led like lambs to the slaughter but should resist. But 

there were the more cautious, more conservative people who urged tteir fellow Jews not 

to give them~eJ.ves up to reckless acts but to comply vri h the authorities. It can•t 

be as horrible as people iriagined 1 And finally, when on~r 50 ,ooo remained, the leader

ship of the ghetto was taken over by a group o:f ncple who were determined upon re

sistance. A Jewish efense Committee was organized, a w1ited .f'ront of all the various 

parties and factions among the Jews of arsaw. This Jewish Defense Committee was 

headed off by a young Jew 2L years old, Mordecai nielewic~, who himself perished 

finally among the rubble of the destroyed Warsaw g t o. He used to $.Y to his fellow 

Jews trapped in the ghat o, e shall die. The ques i on is only how we shall die. e 

shall choose to die in battle. They knew tha their position wa hopeless, absolut.el~ 

hopeles... They .,,ere caught in at a • They did not dre~1a of d cfeating he razi might 

amd of liberating themselves, but they wanted to die like men. So +.he order we.sgi.ven, 

no more voluntary evacuation. Everyone must resist deportation 1 Die here, as tr.e J 'IS 

died in ~asada, as the Greeks died at Thermopolai. we die fighting 1 e will make the 
.. 

~az~s pay ftr our lives and t~ lives of our families. So they oreanized for resistance • .. 
The ghetto was subdivided into sections., each _r w.i. th its own subcommittee. The 

v~rious squads were assigned to their separate posts and <rilled in their aosignments. 
district 

ile therP were many/commands, the whole ghetto lras divided into three principal oper-

ational .forces. The major effort went into the procuring of anns, and the amazing thing 

is that th y were able to smuggle in arms into the ghetto as well as to manufacture their 

own arms. A regular arms excha ge was maintained and a special profession of arms 



... muggling gre up . The arms ere s ggled over the ghetto ··alls thr011G briber., of 

rolice or conceal8d in foo envoys . 

icat·,o s , t,hrough trenches and ditcrie 

sewer., . 

Arms were al o brought in through tunnel co un

dug under the sewers, or actually through the 

"eanv1hile vigil nee was the watchv1ord . ~~e ioole garrison wasp ton the lert. 

The vralls of . e ghetto ha An insj de gu2 d nosted da and night to spot he rn:J:."oach 

of he enemy and v.rarn of impending danger . In aJdi tj.on to th se for .s of preparedness , 

the resistance .evement created a system of interconnection tunnels and bunkers hich 

were hidden underground , under wall , debris and pavementi. They served as ideouts , 

arms caches or both. A special staff of eng • eers , arcti ects and sapper were trained 

iG these complicate digging and buildj_ng operations . Ditches were dug , mines wer,-:, 

planted, 4nd electrical cables lace in pos'tion. 

The rmans , of course , soon became aw~.re of hat was going on. • 1e the Jewish e-

fender~ ere active , the Germans were far from qt c nt. hey , too , began prepara-

tjons for active warfare . T~ey had always despised the Jews ; no hey loathed and 

feare :l them. This kind of thing must stop 1 They sent a new commander , Juergeh Stroop, 

to give short shrift to t hes bandits . "They prepared tor a three day siege • They did 

not expect the ghetto o ho1d ou for more than three days . " But the ghetto held out 

for arly a month. The razis brought the f 11 mieh of their arm against the Jews of 

the rsaw ghetto , their heavy artillery, their flame throwers , their airplanes , their 

t nks . Systematic 1 they set ire to every hor.se in he ghetto, razed buildin6 fter 

building , block fter block, until the vrhole ehetto became qne sea of names , and the 

Jews Eought back . They fought back from their bunkers and the r hi~eouts , from tPeir 

balconies and roofs , .from staircases , garre s , fi'om sewc~s . 

There were inde cribable scenes of horror and heroism. ,'omen and children juroped .from 

burning roofs and flaming windows , to s of fire licking at their bodies . They begged 

for no ercy and they received none . 



-7-

This Stroop, who was sent to put dovm the ghetto upri.. ing reports over and over again 

new battle groups consisting of 20 to 30 or more Jewish fellows , 18 to 25 ye rs of a e , 

c~onpanied by a correspoI'ding number of women kind]jng ne res:stance . The ,,omen be

longing to the battle group re equipped the same as the men . Some ere merri:>ers oi tle 

chalut zim movement. They had pistols or hand grenades concealed in their bloomers np 

to the las moment to use gainst the men of the Waffen, Police or ehrmacht. 

The Germans used poison gas , pumped it into the sewers where some of the Jey,s were 

hidi g. They used pneumatic burrowing machines to pierce the necks of the tunnels or 

the bunkers which the Jew5 had built. Day after day th::.s unequal struggle on the o?'e 

hand - the armed !light of the master race, - 011 the other hand , helpless men, women and 

children , knowing that t.hey-were doomed to death, fighting for their honor and deter

mined to lay dcrNn their lives only at a high cost to he enemy. 

on the 8th of Hay the headquarters cf the resistance forces , a bunker here they 

found shelter, was bombed by the Germans who hurle bomb into this bunker and placed 

explosives on both sides of the shaft leading to he bunker . 

en the Germans realized that it as impossible to take tha position by 
force of arms , they tossed inside the Headquarters a smoking bo;.nb and 
placed explosives on both sides of the shaft. • • A terrific explosio.1 
shook the ghetto . 11Whoever :id not die from German bullets , v1hoever was 
not poisoned w:.th gas , rath ::."' than fall into the German hands , committed 
suicide . n Arie tllner called for collective suicide . Iutek Rotblat first 
shot his mother and sister, then himself. Eighty per cent of he remain
ing defenders followed suit . Of the 200 who ~ere in the sh lter 60 were 
captured alive and 140 die . Among the dead fighters lay th . body of the 
Commander i Chief , A!or echai Anielewicz . 

The struggle lasted until a. 16th when the great Synagogue was dynamited by the 

Qennans . By that time a tr..ird of the city of wa.rsaw was razed to the ground. Only 

eight builciings remained, whe.1.·e prior to the uprising 241000 buildings nd apartments 

existed. Seven thousand Jews were killed in action; 6 , 000 more died in flames and in 

the ruined bunkers . Ne~ly 700 du outs were destroyed, and when the battle of the ghetto 

ended, the battle of the ruins began . For months thereafter tho e who survived , livin 
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in their rat holes, among the ruins, would continue the struggle and did continue the 

struggle till the end of the war. 

1'/hat sustained these fighting men and women was not the hope of saving their lives. 

What sustained them was the hope that they might give a good account of themselves so 

thet future generations can remember how Jews can fight and die. What sustained them 

was the hare that tomorrow may be a better day, not for themselves or for their imme

diate families, but ffor Jews all over the world and for free men all 07er the vrorld. 

out of the ghettos which were exterminated, out of the concentration camps and the 

gas chamber, there has come a song and a melody which symbolizes more than anything 

else can the tragedy, the P1B.rtyrdom, the heroism, the undefeated spirit of these inno

cent men and women who walked to their death 1:iecause they were Jews. rt is a song whose 

words are taken from Maimonides t Jewish creed, 11Ani mah", I believe. And as they marched 

to their dea'bh, they were singing this song, "'I believe in perfect faith in the coming 

of the Redee.ir.er. He is the Messiah." And event hoU@h His coming is delayed, will I hope 

in perfect faith that he will cone. 

That, my dear friends, is a faith which 101000 Nasi might and weapons can never des

troy. The Jewish people must never forget it. of their martyred fellow 

Jews. They must never forget their imperishable glory. They must never forget the 

story of this 1arsaw ghetto uprising which matches in splendor and humar. heroism the 

glory of Masada of 21000 years ago. 

There is practically nothing left of this great Jewish connnunity of poland. There is 

practically nothing left of other gre~ Jewish cot(tllun:i.ties in Europe. Poland produced a 

great Jewish civilization for hun eds of years, great cultural values, great scholar

ship, great men. rt was a vital, creative center of Jewi h life. ell, that community 

has been destroyed and it is not likely to be rebuilt again. Centers of Jewish life must 

be established elsewhere I have been established, thank God, elsewhere, and Jewish life is 

moving forward apace not disheartened, ut turning finn of faith. The state of Israel 
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CA.me into existence five short years after the liquidation of the Je.-rish community of 

Poland. But we ought to remember on the occasion of this and future anniversaries not 

only the spiritual strength which made possible seemingly hopeless resistance against 

bestiality and violence, but we ought never to forget that this spirit of Fasci$m, of 

Nazism, o:f racialism, of the domination of one people over others has no part in our 

world. We must be alert that this beast may never be penni tted again to t.rample over 

the lives of innocent men and women i any part of the world~ We must not permit our

selves to be lulled into a complacency about the future of mankind. There is no fl.lture 

except as we make it and guard it and protect it against these beasts which are always 

lurking in the dark shadows. 

Nazism is not dead in Germany. Those who have observed the German scene have reported 

the recrudescence c: a neo-Nazism which speaks in the same racial arrogance, cruelty 

and inhumanity which unleashed them a few years ago over :cu.rope. The sad thing is that 

the free eoples of the earth are again building up this menace which it toe!( them so 

many hum.reds of thousands of precious lives to destroy in the last war. And perhaps, 

a greater wisdom will come among the politicB.l leaders ands tatesmen of the world, not 

to permit a recurrence of this, the most horrible chapter of human history. Nothing of 

Ghenghis Khan, nothing of the Babylonism of the darkest ~ges was coMpRrable in horror, 

in brutality to this scientifically planned extermination of a whole people which almost 

succeeded - aL~os succeeded in its entirety - succeeded in part completely. The world 

should remember it is well that this month we c~11 the attention of the world a.nd arouse 

our own recollections about the martyrdoM of the Jev1s of arsaw, which is the dramatic 

symbol of he martyrdom of the Jewish communities of Europe. 
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) THE T tTH A llvmsARY OF THE ::::: Lm OF Tl-IZ '.ARSAW GHETTO 

Ap ... il 26., 1953 

J 

The Jcr:1ish orld commetl.Oratt?~ this 1:.onth the tenth anniversary of the up ... isinc 

or t ck the Jcmis:1 orld eel brated the .t:1.fth ar,.nivers -., or 

rrt of tha stntc of Israel. Tho tter is the moat glorioue event in 

0 -· ~ ··ory in two t hou~d years J t e fora r is t ia mo st tragic • vent in our history 

in o t.hou~and years. And this sharp cont:- st i not unusual in our long and c :ee ~ 

er cl history. 

The v10r _d, 1 a:iu afraid., would like to forget the story or w~.raaw. 'rhe world '{ .ld 

li..1{e to .ro~gt·t the horrible PJtory of tho six rdl 4 on Je-, 8 and ot their long tort 

~ d fi al r.:art.trdcm at the hand of t.hs Ja?- ... c. om~ .free world is very bu...7 t t ... ~o

~ent tti. 3 ueaponsagain into the .. nnds of t .e e· usn people hich pcrpotr3 !Y t. 
nest unsp a :nble atrocities kncr.-m to n ~ d. . ~ cus o.r international p~.or politics, 

t1e fro0 world 1·ould like to .forget Au c . . , tz ~n Due. ermald and Treblihk., ar!d el:::en 

and ;1ai a -x , and all the otherhu..."l.:ln s 1.00::'z:r-hou .: 1 the extermination ca: ps, he c s 

cb b r.., ;1hc:-o en., 'V:omen and chil ·1lion children - were gassed end th n 

b nt or b --ed in hllt!e tronche~ or st,arv d \,ode t or soot to death. 

B-..lt t J .tloh people mu~t ~ever forgo~ n1.. ..... t tr-J' to make the v. orld r :nc!n er., 

for t . .., ~;.~ story., I am afraid, i:eJ not .... r n::.s ci story, and the world has not h .:lrd 

t . .., la~t o this l!.~normal peopl , or poll.A.icn_ ......... ,..t,;.rity with its militarism nnd its 

piri' ual violence and its vnguo, c "'.otic ' 1 cw ert~ and its everlasting 

._r co1:1plex. 

Eo_ore th~ Second orld l'l!lr 3!· million c;C ... li d in Poland'. It was the larc ct 

co:Il!ilun1:ty in Europe. out of every ona h n d Jm7a living in Europe., thirty-fi 11 d 

in Po n • T ~ro wore 32 million Jc•: c in Po t t e b eginnil'lg of th S cond .. orld 

"r. . -:::l t· at war l"13S over there .ero le:::s t .,n ~o,ooo Jews in Poland. When t .o r.ar 

~Nn..'l in 1939, ther ucre eom 3301000 Jc-.""s in the city or Warsn, the "'- po ti.on 

I . -
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o! Jerrs in a..'ly city in Europe. When the ar ended• there rema,iAefl,. as one writor pute 

it - 1tt ere remaiMd among the ruins and ru 1:lle or t Warsaw ghetto a tw hundr d 

ualldne corps~s with bloodshot eyes, astare ~ th fear, their ears et.rained for e very 

rust..:.inr, sound rand their legs set to flee at tl->.e nerest shadow ot a living cr~ature. 
,/ 

Th y e~org:gd nt '-night o £orage, nnd nth the .first r:,.y 0£ dawn• returned to thair dark 
/ 

/ 

and forb.:.f ing hiding places.• . 

The second World ~r .,-you will 21ee:1n, oean with the German attack on Poland. In 

Septem"c r J.~39 the G~rmans took r.arsaw., and t.hc ce~rtapo then took over the lives and 

tho fortum.•c oX t,h'-' 3301000 Jews living in t mt cit,y., The story of the extormination 

or the Uars:r;r JC"i7ish co:ft;runity covers a 0rlor of a few years. The ?lazis went at it, 

as s t e custom of that people , deliberat.cly and ccien•t.ifica.llJr, with organiz!ltional 

toch.""D.ques. They first. or~nized a J .v;is~ Corr1r.1~m1ty Council of 24 members to carry out 

the orders of the Gest!l.po . A fei.1 months la.I.er thr:; Gestapo ordered a registr:ition or 

all Jo:rl. h possession a and of a 11 Jewis _ property i! .""drsaw. - And the Genta.po procaEided 

quietly, but systmnatic~ll,y~ to an-(~st or t 1<-~,j or to send to concentration ~ most 

of the intcllcctu 1 leaders of the Jer,s in ···crs .11 their intelligencia, their ocholars 

nn journ.~-i~ts, editors, Rabbis, all ":!ho co l possibly give leadership to tho Jewish .. 
COr.tmL"lity • !n oetober 1940 the Gcs·'" po . orC:erod all the Jews or Warsaw to renove 

to o .o ocotion of the city, whioh VNls establis.1ad o.s a Jewl!):>. ghetto, and all the J0".7s 

ot .- rs:'.'JIF 't'11 ro h~rd d into that Ohotto., nd t en t~ ghetto was closed of£ £roe th:? rest · 

o the or • . ' 

An histor c.n do.scribing too aeon,.. wri oz 

Tho ~tos or free eomutiioation r.hich ind boon kept open to a alight ex-
.... nt, V1cre now shut · tight. Rod br· c : .. lls throe meters high, i'oncca of 
bro- ~d "'Tire, and the yellcm s•';:ir ic~ent::...f:!.c~tion ~ntroduoed months before, 
~3p.:ir:i-~cd the Jeun from all other parto of ,=.rs:ivr. Uo longer lf ere t y 
rcz rded as second or third r • e cit ~on ; 1::..,.0 lepors, the, Jm1s were now 
co:r.plet ly sggrogated .t'ror:1 tho city and _ts populace . Within the gh~tto, 
•. • o c.~s or J . s eraw st.an.dily in rr:~ber"' . This was due to the flight 
:._ ~ tha provinc e where th3 liqlrl. ·tion procaos started earlier. All o~ 
the , c ptir:ia ~d by the C--em.an nt 400 ,o . .,o, rere squeezed into the lir:d. tod 
opnc~ of 100 square city blocks to£ don their own misery and eenea of 
a. ndoi , ... nt. With ita inh~r:sn c a;.·ding and starvation, tha ghetto was em
lo .. ~ o.s a maans of lowering th3 oralo, rtityin,,. eelt-reapeot and en-

i ~ li ~g any thought of r~c:!.stono • 
0 
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Uhc:n tho ehotto ,-as established .:n oc~ob~r 1940., the Jews tried to enrry on ae 
b3 st cs th~y co-ald their life within that ghnt ... o. They tri~d to make the best of 

be 
bnd si t'.lat:.on. They did not at all s· spcct t, .1..:1 t this was to/the ~~t step in a pro-
gra:n of c:-:..,~rmimtion. They or anized cor.rr.• ., lif 71ithin the ghetto as ba~t t .o:, 

co'" - their r:?lief agencies, their soup -1:.c- nn, t!:eir sehool, thoir cultur 1 ac

tivitiss - and they hop~d to w:iit th- unr out., as it "C1'are, confident that soon .... r or 

lnto:r th.er ... l"Tould be an Allied victor:, nnd t. ~·ii tb1y would be released f'rom t. c CO'!l-
ot fines of the ghetto. Rumors b?gan tor cc.ch t .. en fro-:n tir.13 to time :t!m:t certain murclor 

CD.!':'l_JS -..·, ti.ch tho ::azi had set up in Polar: fo t .. , .. m.::-.ss externtlnation of Jc . .., . The ~ 

npp-:!arcc to ~he Jrms of Warsmr ~o i:-icrcd:. le., co unthinloble, so !antastie., t 'lt thoy 

nould !;·ve no credence to t,henc I ors. L,d, t, ~c•c rJ.oors .• unfortunntely, _re nora thnn 

· n £or the Jci.vs of Europa e fln to t ke 

we of Eu,r, oo about two yea ~ to mature• The first 

to see;rog:ito a~l ·v . ut:..'\1 of .• ·-o! into one pla~a in ro. -

i to on .co1.L~ ., 7, one • art of a countr· - to col:.oct ell the JemJ fror.i France, "'ol - d, 

elr;iu::i a, '1ernt;'1ny e.nd the ot~cr co t~ies, ~ d a i..TJp the:n all in one reserwtio1~ t!nd 

that reccrv:;:~i0n vms to b in Pol~rid in t .. Lll 1 · n a-rca. 1tfflttha or1eina1 pla .a9 

1 rts of op would be sont to so--o :. :, "."(•.. - .,, c~aascar wns spoken of a.. a pl co 
J 

• er t tJJY trou all be dtmped. But 1.3. tcr on tho p.Lnn took on a more defini ti~ ro ... , 

on thcra 't'ms no longer al'\V neeeonit to r o ,.,ct t pu lie opinion or tho or:.d ~ 
ca.1.se t. ~ '~m_:, were scoring one vie"'- ry a.:: ~r mot ~r, it was decided that ~ , .. ,.-... intcl7 
follo .,.:nc tho coi1contrntion of all the Jo:-::, in t. t one place, the program or the 

termir..lvion sL.o-:1ld begin. 

In October 19ul nans Prank, who 1m Governor Oenerm. ot Polar. , nd 

t.erefor~ inc rge of the Jews ho ore o_ z r d tocether 1n Poland, o.dch- s~ed ll 

e bin -~ ccs ion or the Mazie in nhich h o.... 

I 

• • 
.. .. . -·· 
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Gc:n,..LCn:.~n, I tIUst ask you tc r-ld yo~c-1£ o·"' nll feeling o! pity. '.1:e 
-..ic-~ ~"- "l:i 0r lnte the Jc::1a vhsru .. ·o .o !'.:.nd ·lih m and wherever it is po:,
~~~~- , in order to ma~~tain t 1c s ·ri.:.c~~c cf 'he Reic a3 a n.ole ••• 
.;. .. -:i J . g r .)pro:1 nt £or, us c::t'·· .. a ~cir:::..--✓ , cligr~t glutton • .a havo 
r c·.,. c.p; ... oxi mt.ely 2 , .5001000 c ·-=- tl~ct: i n -~--o C0 "er :lLlC. t Ce1~eral. , a r-..d ri t 1 

•• :.,, ., l ... h rrl..."-ct.uros and e·. -..ryt hi:1:: .;i.-:::i"'" f;O~c dth it, 3,Soo,ooo Jc ro • 
...... .J cam:ot s· oot or poison Jv:~::; .. J , .:,O') _,OJ:) .J;:;·., s, b'.it e shall ne ,r t:-:c-

1~~:J ~ llble to take cncuro::: ,hie: .,..1.ll l 0 '"'d, soma c-:r, to their e.n,-,•·
!-...l.:Zti or:1 and t.his is :l!l conn~ct:..o . ·i"::.::;: t.~"!- {;l gantic z:icasurcs to bo 
c:y·· Jr,:-.:;.. r.-:3d in discussion om ·vh~ ··-- 'i: -3 Gov~rnment ~nsral cust 
:-.-c ;<.):::;., f ree of Je,1s , tho ~ c a a •.• c L..Jich. 

"';'c_l, ' 0

i·3Y soon found the L1~surcs • -~11~ ::.c ~nu.r e s were r ather sinple . er th:ir. lar0 

co:-icont.r·~ ,io . in Pol.:lnd , the sn,.al.LCr g!.'.:'.,.;'c,".)o :'"'re _ irs'~ to be liquidated by scnci ·~ th 

to be l ... quir.lated. 

or. • ·r 22n11 at nine o 1 c:..ock :en t : ... :,r .i .., , z,::-al au".;o:nobiles n.~d .o 
·c....-uc.--o u:.th Ukraininns dz oi.·o ·cf"'ro t._ - ·d..,rat. (Thie l'ms th9 off" .... o o ... 
t· ..... n cor. • tte:;, OJ. 2 l v, h: ~h th_ G .... s··· ,:.;o r.· d ~ ~~"..)li.,;,hcd to handle t . ~ Je-::-

afl .tirs in the g '•tto. ) 1 : ""'.u.: le dcr ) thus o drcs ... 
:.a :o: • ~ 1d the ot 1e!"' . eu r: ·s of u 1 i c:t:::o,'f v1:1a 1c Frc s:.d:)::1 ~ 

or ···: J , ch Co .. unity c~ .. ~::. ) •lj;cc:.., s t · e7neue.tion of t l: J..,--:r3 
I!' ra :ar!:C..":i . You knmr t .mt. th r ~ ar~ ·000 1:-3..,y J~rrs • To you, the o. 
r -~~ I cnt1-u tho emTyin:: out of th:.o ❖~ :t . Should you neglect to cqui 
yo ·•c0"l.f so.t ... sf.actorily I you , .i .. l r.11 L .~ from t o same r op~ . n 

Th:> !'lc·~ual operations varo con .c::.iJcrs or the Ol."d.'lun~suierm'v 
( ~ :1:1· olico ) .c!cr tho supo C:trm n Deportation st.::..r_ . • • 

·,;ere evicted fro tu'!il· ·1c~·-.c.., ., ~-:'·.1erc in the stroets and ro.rchY 
o~£ t o t. ~chlaeplo.tz ,r·· s··· "":'""~ -.!. q "' o" t ~ rol ding s:3ction lo~ ~ 
,2., t'he i' ... '"i e or t h:= e mt 'j • l121"'c :, in ::-e arcd box cars, J e-;1 w ~ ere 
_o"' • .... d £or transport liko c >J lo :for t 1 

o ordered to prepare ll ot 

tho so to bo ti hip d oveey day, ht? co Jl -t."Go • • I knmr Adam CSorniak - I h!ld 

m~t hin in Po ~nd - one of the no lo ·., souu t. t e r 11 ved. He wouldn •t bo 

sibla fo-:- cocpcr~tion with the N ci uto cr o • 

coon-

.:. :i Jews ho were being evocuD:'ood ..... r o tt.,_d t. at they were being c nt no~ , ot 

~rniMtion c ntero but • oing o l:lbor C3mps where fine tre~ ~nt 

would ;'\ £or thom. Thoy ould t1ork fer t . ~i and all would be nll, and thoy 

-J 



-

believed it. !n less than ·U:rce n:C'n4 hn 00:::3 300 .,ooo Jews were evacuated i'rom r.-~ 

nd dlspat.ch.e4 to their death. So~ 50 ,coo rc:iainzd. The stoey or the WarSl'.,·1 J:13tto ' 
rcvolv n:t is t c st,ory o! these 50 ,COO v. 10 1·cc.o.inod. 

th"' s c".- c ation ":Tcl~ the £irat stop in t 1e r.:mrc.c. of the Jews, that tho Ja,,1s should 

not p~r.:nit t:1cmsclves to b c led l:L<:c ~bs to tho .. cht,er but should resist. But 

there l"l~~ t:1c !.:oro cautious, more co:.sen~t.:.v::: pe le -:,ho urged their fello, J3 ;s not 

shcLl hno3c to in battle." Tl cy <r. •:r ·•.: - t t.l cir position was hopole~s, nbsolutc17 

ho~o o:;s. T icy cro eauc~t in a trap. T ·-Y <lid not drcan of d efeatil~g t o :o.~i r.rl.gat 

no n:.or ro .... untnry evacuation. E-;~r:rone r~s.,_ n;• ~t .2pcrtation 1 Die here• as t.!O Jc e 

-our lives and the li s of ou:- fc; n lies. So they orcanized for rc:Jistanc • 

,. ho e with its own subeOtmlit 
,, 

!',• Th':? 

oriou :;quo.do ere nasignod to t:ieir scp ... ratc oc s andc:rilled in their aes~~nt:i. 
distric~ 

.nilo t c P -;-; •r marrJ/con:m.:mdo , t vr .. olo c.1':ltto w~rn divided into three princS.p l op~ 

tio. .force~. The rojor e .ffort cnt into t.1-ic procuring ot arms, and tho a:l:lZin thing 

into -~ ·- g~ctto as well as to 1?1.tinu.f': cturo t~ir 

cr.m n:. • A 

- • ~ 1 1 r 



• I 

~~:"··ng (!;rfm up. The nrme we a agl o or tr..a ghetto wall.a throueh brl ~ry ot 

l.:c or cone tlled in .food convoys. 

ications, t 

~o l:rought in through t 31 co~un

tho oowere, or actually thro g~1 

., .. ":,~ ... hilo • cr1l:l co ,ms the ,;,. tc o .. • ~· e ·role garrison wae put on t o e.l rt. 

Th~ t'm.lls of t a gh~tto ho.d e.n ins·· de guard pos.,,_ -ti ac:y and night to spot t o cp ... 00.021 

and am of icpending ~ngcr. In ~dcl., tion to thece f'orms of pre .. 

-~ r is4urulc i:::ovom~nt created a syn ..,~ Z •• n··· onoootion tunnels and bu..~!c~ ~ihic~ 
~ 

vrer ··dcon , cl rground, under 3lls, do - .... o a.i::l ~:iv~enw. They served as hi ;3 uis,_.,. 

a cncheo or both. A special st:u."f of e:n.,.-~ · .... , !.!!'Chi tacts 'and eappar ro "'-a:L1c 

in .:? :l comp ··c "' d digging ... d bui dL g ope. 'iiion~. Ditches were dug, I:dno:, ro 

plnnA , m d ol otricnl ca lesplaccd .. n po 

Th... C"Oroan , or e our~, ~oon b3 

f oni:.oro er a.cti vo, th3 C-crm:ms '7 ro 3.r 

tion for acti,."a ar£aro. They h:ld !'\l .. ys 

. ' 

hat .. s going on. While th J emis de

nt. They, too, beg~ pr 

Jarrs J now they l 

f ea ... • d t' ,,.. • This kind of' thin cp 1 T: ~;, ~nt e new CO!?lMndor, Juer ::n S~""'Oop, 

to O e s ort o'rlft to th ::e "\ndi·ts. ,...r::,·- rrc~ ... "d .f'or a three ay eiec • They did 

not o xpcc.., the a· gtto to hold out .for 

tho ro . g atto, their hcnvy art·· 

t!l!l.<o. S;yatC!Il:ltic Uy· they ct fire 

e~ dnya.• But the ghet,to out 

g t of their a..1P'IZns ago.1.~t> tho Je·,1s of 

thrO'!rers, their a1rp n~ , t. ~:u

in the gh9tto, ra~ed building n.f't,cr 

buiJ a-~ n , bloo.: 11ar block, til ·li w ole rl ~tto bee.run one sea o~ f'l.n!r.3s, :id t 
I 

They .f'ought '~ rs and the. r hideoute, .f'rom their 

r i . ~sorlb ble sc nes or horr nnd g o sm. Women mxl children j •M d from 

b v roof' a and fla.?'ling windo s, tono o o lie ng at their bodiee. T. oy 

for no m3rcy and thy rec i"IGd nono. 
' . 

L------ -
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o was s nt to P'..:t dcr.-:n· o fl--~'t/c.o upri~ing reports over and o or &~n • 

n .... , cro'ps consisting of 20 to 30 or c:or J . 3h ti lloars, 18 to 25 ye rs or 

bj corresponding n or or :in<A~ netr resistance. The a-

,,., t.o th" 
0 

ttlfl group mre equippc a th.3 mon. Soma we 

to ,!.crco tho neoks of t. e tl:lln le o-

c. ld:! _ , -~~.:ng hat they e c 

lne 

allz d t . c to ta ce too pos1 tion by 
tooocd 1 ·~ors a srr.o!d.ne bo::1b d 

t.h tr.i... _ ~ • A t~rr:1.fic exp ocion 
o., vcr CJ.-~ :m llots, whoever ... 
~nt. G a rtr.ru1 hand!!, co- ·tt 

r calle 1 a. Intolc Rot lat first 
sis~er ~ t .. c })2r cont cir th~ romin-

s follccrod ou:1 t. or in the sh31 tar 60 ore 
140 die lay tho body of t ~ 

Co~ccr in Chi f, ora~c i 

gglo 1st d until. y 16 

00~ no. B-/' t t til:3 a third of tho 

e1 ht b 1 ·~or Mined, where prior 

t Syn,.gogue was dynamitc,d by t' 

s razed to the gr"O d. Only 

g 24,000 buildings nnd BP"' b~nts 

w-atcd. Sevo thourond J . s wra :illcd in ction; 6 1000 more died in tl.run nd 1n· 

th ruined bur .. :.,rt,. ~ly 700 gouts . r C:) ... _o d, and when the battle or th ghetto 

endc , tho ttl or tho ruins bo n. c .. :n n~ t1ereatter thoee who 8\lrVived, livin 
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-
"he·~- r:rt, ho cs, E?!!long the ruins, uould cont:L'11..0 the s·truggle and did conti.'1 

th t g~n r .... ticns n .i':.i.g!lt nnd die. Tthat suotninc th~ 

t for the!!IDelvea or tor t .. !r -t-~ 

<lbt'3 

tho concentration 

ga c. :i -~ ere, t ore Ins co _g a song on a ~ cQ -rr~1!.c cymbolizeo more th n nr 
V 

elro C"'"" .,_ ~ • ,. n,,..~-:F thn rt~,,.. ,..,_, A.• 
-..> --•.l "oJ •• ...,, t;,. .. .._,..., , - -- 'J - V"• I t., • h~ o_c-i, t. '3 unclofented spirit or t .::: 

sen~: os 
. . 

~ .. .... , ._......,., • I believo ~ And ~ 
.f"-o ... 

t. oy .ffll'e s1n~in0 t ~ ~ 1. 3 , ~ b ...... ieve in pertect faith in t n co::iti~ 

.. 

y 
v9i!JU 

C 

pr.'.l~"::..c_J.ly ot, nc left ot ot r 

er ~ tion for m:..~d? c 0 

shi , G7"ent ~• It s a v:tt 1, crc~tiv 

coming is delay... , ..-rill I hopo 

, ~t their martyr , ~c 

ul r;/!" They must never fo!'~--• t 

i."l splendor and hu:n.,.n he:- :1.. .. 

. sh e~unity or PolA.':d. T~ r ~ 

re:, __ tios in Buro • Poln. pre '.!OOd 

1 

gr t cultural T aluee, gr t 

cn~_r of Jcmi.eh 11.t'e. au, TMt co_ ity 

lulo b2 n d · tro~ d a.nd it is not lik~ly to o r" ui.lt again. Centers 0£ JCt'ds llto trust 

s' d ol:l ~ro, hava b .. n :::tti lls·.; ~ t' k God, elsi:mhere, and Jcm. life 1a 

-rd,a,o.oe not diohc:irt d, 

-



c-...=o _n o :d.stanco .five short yoarD .ftcr ·6: l:!.quichtion or the Jewish co~.. ty or 
ut n ou t to re:noL'.lber on the occ oion of this and 1\iture ann1 vcro 

on - t 1e piritual strength wh1c.1 IlUl pocni" _o :: ... o:d.ngly hopc,less resis :1:::c 
-..:J • :!..:l.:..i♦ty nnd violcnco., but e ou0 1 ~ nc c-: to for31. . .- that this spirit 0£ rnscic-1., of / 

~z ... e:n, o rn~Utlio., o the tf m..1.ion of o:1e paopl~ ov.3r others has no part in our 
.o~ld. - ~.c cusu b alert tm.t this boa.ot q us &9l'" pomi tted aga.:n to trn=;>le ov. r 

v s o ir-.~c nt msn m1d r.o::aen in ::.r.:y p.:irt of tho world~ l'!s must not Df!l!P!!~-Ml!PIII 
a lul into a co?np ~ o ncy c o tho of ma..'lld.nd. Thero is no tut.:.re 

c P'v a~ -r:-e I!'.2::J it Md guard it nnd p:-o --ct i·~ gx!.ns these beast!! '"""" ..... .,. 

- --· .1 ........... .::, not d in Gennn.--zy-. '.i.'hos~ . ho ~v~ o c~rvod the Ge1"!!lan 90~n3 h.!! r . port d 
t. 

sa raoial arroganc., ~lty 
tl 

t t 

nace which it so 
un1 d of thout. nde of ~ cio 

_ 1 aC:ers and s ta t/3smen or t 1 or1 , n~t 
... once ot this, tr..e t1ost 1 :..r-.: le c:-: ptcr of hUil?tUl history • 

.. •' c t ges was cornpara.ble 1n .orror., 
•• ·-cy to this seien~U' c=i 

r=in"tion ot a whole people TThic~ a ost 

~od in p rt c ompleto ly. 
~11 tbM this ttontion os;..&ti=::,~ 

s.-c,~;jln,l,,(;,;ct.ioQs «bout- the marty:rdc:i of ·::. J'::. o of V:arMW, nhtsh ia the · 
r-t.yrdom ot th Ja· oh co:-.!:!~'11 ti o o ope. 

- -
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THI ftll'PU A V'FBSARY OF THE REVOLt OP THB l'ARSAW OHE!fO 

April 26, 1953 

The J is rld c.owiwmora 
of the . G to. 

this month the tenth anniversary o t uprising 

uell hiatwyi 

and Eillal ca 

nt putt1 

and 

on like to O ge11 

s or,- or the six 

hand oft .. "i. Our 
pon cgain in o t hnnds 0£ t. 

troci 

and o~ their lo tort~ 
orld is ey buq at tbe 

d tbl 

re en, v:o n nd chil n - m;illion chil burnt or bur1 d in h 

t t 

t 

tore 

coa111uni:t7 in 

1n Poland. 

ar. n 

n 

t 

e treno s or st.an d to d h or oot t 
:P,i ~~-(, t' • 0p atrlW'll,-A ttr.,to.._..._ 

S I ; 1:. n r1n1 
Sl)t.to~~l op , 0~ 11 ti 1 ~im 11tU·J 

orld e not 

s m111 nd it 
6 o ot1o 

d 

---op Ji 
feiCe.'v 

r fhzn1 a I ■ t 

rt and 1 everlani 

b 81nnil!g ot the cond Yf' II{ 4' ;dl't'/ 4' It y'~ n SO,ooo Jn9,<1D Poland. en t 

rld 

., 

pn in 1939. t nt ~,. •wa JJO.ooo .... ,. 1n 
t~~c,.,-tc1ty Of IIBlt-••· t ftZl,.ft-po.~-••v-. 
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Tllf, TI:N'J II Al Ni V[PSARY or Tllr: RrVOL'J' 01' Tlf:C \vAPSl\\lJ ClfCTTO 

Sermon, The 1'1:mplc 
April 2G, 1953 

The Jc\-J1st1 worJ.d commemora,-cs tld s montL tlic tcntl1 annjv rsa1·y 

of the up:rising of' the Parsaw Gh tto. 

The world would like to fo:rgct thjs horr·ble story of the six 

million Jews and of their long torture and final martyrdom at ~1e hand 

of the Nazis. Our free world is very busy at the moment putting weaoons 

again into the hands of the German people which perpetrated the most 

unspeakabJe atrocities known to mankind. Because of international power 

politics, the free world would lfl<e to forget Auschwitz and Huch nwal d 

and Treblinka and Belsen and Maidanek, and all the other human slaugl,tcr

houses, the extermination camps, the gas chambers where men, wo1r.r:n, and 

children--a million chilclren--wcre gassed and then burnt or burled in huge 

trenches or starved to death or shot to death. 

But the Jewish people must never forg t. Indeed, we mu t try to 

make the world remember. The Nazj story is not yet finjshcd. The world 

has not heard the last of this abnormal p~opl e , of political immaturjty 

with its militarism and its spiritual vlolen e and jts vugue, chaotjc 

"Weltschmertzl and its everlasting I<aiser-ruhrcr complex . 

Before the Second World \var· 3\ mill· on J ws lived in P 1 and. Jt wa r; 

the largest community in Europe. Out of every one hundred Jews living in 

Europe, th·rty-five lived in P land. There were 3\ mill ·on J ws in Poland 

at the beginning of the Second World War. When that was was over f •wer 

than 50,000 Jews remained al ·vc in Poland. \vhen the war began in 1939, 

there were some 330,000 Jews in the c·ty of Warsaw, the largest oopulntion 




