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T HR.f,E KJ. r GS 

The Drama of' Saul, 11evid a.nrl oloMon 

necember 13, 1953 
Je ish hi~tnry , TTJY rlear friE '1ds, is r.ot prcdomininately a history of k::11 s or 

con uests . I believe it was Emperor c.Tulian who aunted the Jewish E>OPle for not 

h-9vinp oroduced an A exander the Grea.t. The Jm•!::i sh heroe, Arf' not eneralf' rorld 

gr at 
conquer0rs , though the Jews rlid p oduce .umber of fir:=:t-rat ~ .ner~Js too . Jewish 

history is rather a history of oronhets and sa,es, teacherf of mankind . And that is 

:hy perh.:':!ps the Jewish -oeople have survi ,red rh • 1e other ,Poplen who haw~ nr c1uced 

these p;r-P~.t conquerors of nankind have isappeared fron. the st~ge of history . But 

Israel also had a nolitic:=il history . t PS a nAtion , ~€Sirles be·n~ a religious 

r.ommunity , and as such it ha d it,s ruler's, it k~:igs. •r·1e erio<l of the kinps 

extenc.ed for ahout 400 years hefore the destruction oft.he i'ingdom of Ju ah Bt t 

9 p:i nn • r of tt.e s5 'Cth century before the corr.non era, ::tn then we "1.a re a short period 

centuries later of Jewish kint:Ys who rulP-d over ale tine fol lo ii G the ! .acct:ihf!J.n 

ictor of the re-establ::.~hmElnt of the oli ical i ep n ence of the ,,tate of Israel . 

ut that eriod ms relatively short . et ·,een the yeAr Pn roximat.ely 1000 before the 

common era and 600 there rule<l over the eo~1le q_ successj on of kin s who ruled ei t.her 

over a 1ni ted Kingaorn , or after 935 the di vi ed kin dom - t,he Y • n~dom o.f the 'ort.h­

the Kint,dom of Israel, r.•i the Kin de. of he So:ith - h J:ingdom of Ju<iah . 

nly t.hree kin"s ruled over a tJni ted srael , ·rom c1l:>out the ~·_.ar 1020 to abcut 

935' - Saul , avid , and Sol 01:1<,n , i\ings who left their i nrin on t1ewish hi~tory and on 

, ewi sh 1i +.er~ ure , to this day . All three of theIJl are very intri ing .:.nteres ,ing, 

a.scinat,j_nt-~ charc1 ters, n r on,qJ.i tie. . So much so . tr\a t hey ha.ve een he subject 

of eRt p · ntin s , sculptur and rana, poetry anri music to this 

sti 1 wr; ,inp; bou -+-, Rvid, r-aul , Sol rion , comnosjng music usj .;:i uh 

y . nenpl are 

rana of +,heir 

li v ~ as the t.heme 0f ,heir coMnos • ,j ons . Some ~rtists have al mys fo 1 1r.d a ha_ l en Pe 

to the~ r art1 ic expre~ sion ;_n t,hP. 1.i ve 

Isr.:tel . 

nd the ev rts of th s . three king: of 
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The kings didn't fare so well ~Mong the Jewish people~~ they did among all the 

other Oriental neoples . 'T'hey V!ere never treated as Gods . They were ne"trP.r worshipped . 

Statues were never erected t.o thejr honor . It is tnteresting o recall that from 

the ear iest prehistoric times, from the ronze ge right thro1gh the E'arly civilizations 

of J..,gypt an<i T esopotamia, G:t;eece and Rome, kings were deified, worshipped , sacrifices 

we:r~ offered to them . Kings were above the law; in fact, they were tl-te law . 'T'o criti-

cize them was an act o.f - an impious act . To obey them wa.s a relir;i.ous obli1;ation. 

Now the frirn~s of Israel were never treated as gods or as demigods . They WE're 10011:ed 

uoon as nossessed of no special divine nature , endovvments . They-vi.ere n0t exempt from 

the oper!:ltic-•'1S of the moral lav1 of society binrling upon all c • tizens. Jo images were 

made of these Kj_ngs of Israel and set up in the sanctuary . They never possessed that 

absolutism which was possessed by many of the rulers of the Ancient 11 orld . That of 

course is another b:r-product of t.he fundamental emocrai:ic inf'tincts, he traditions 

of +.he Jewish neople which they brou ~ht with them from the wild rness, Arabict , ·where 

they harl li Vf'<i countless genera • ons into the settled 1 • fe o Canaan . I re~rl you 

the chanter from the Book of Samuel about Kin~s - how qamuel, who annointed the first 

king of srael, Saul, warned the people, told them tb.at their demand for a kin~ w8c; 

in ;:, way a running c unter to the will of God . But then he was forced by he clamor 

and the insistence of the people to give them a king . Samuel , say:~ the Bjble , "told 

the people tl-ie right and ctuties of the k:.ngship and he wrote them into a book and laid 

it up before the Lord . " 1Tow what these riP.;hts and <iuties of the Kj nf were aren 't 

}n'Scrjberl in the book of Deuteronomy , where the Kin rc, j s admonished alw;:iys to keep a 

f'ODV of the Lai-1 of the Torah be rre him t,hqt his he~rt mav r.ot be lifted un above his . . . 
brethren, that he way not turn aside frow the Commandments, eith~r to the right hand 

or to t,he lE'.~t. He was not to multiply horses, he was not to :r:mltiply ives he was 

not. t,o build himself up into great royal mar,nificence , power . Frequently as we sh-3.ll 
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hav or.casion to see,the ving WAS confronted, challenged , denounced by 

who spoke for th€ religious Jeni_us of he peonJe . 

e _ ooh t 

Pow riid kin !Ys come to rPle in Israel in the first place? ,After they left F. ., t , 

you wi 1 recalJ , J oses led t.hem 1.,hrou h the wilderness for so l.1') ye;.:irs cm then 

brought them to the gates of Sanaan, and there he c' -:.ed Hnd urne over his c0:-im;:ini4 

o .Tnshua • osh a, a fi rRt- rAte gene-:-~ 1, l 0 r: the neoule ; nto r,a .a r, -;.nd h r 

.:ollowetl a rerioc' of abo1.1t 200 year~ o~ what yci.1 mi .,h ccill t . 11 '.JAttl yea:rs" f 

oDl - nr- the tr;hes of the peon e, for they were 

not. real~y ::, nni. i 0 neoule at the time - to fain a foothold n C~maan . They had 

. an ~ne e. to fi ·ht - the C:=mqq1 ite , 1'oa • e~ Ammonj +,cs ,vt:Ldian:i tes, anti +,he 

an othPr copl es • o WPre ,he c"'~J ier settlers 0f 1anaA.n. .And hey v.rere rule\ 

bv t.hose 2 )') vears r a ., onn of mf'n wrio were ca]lP. in our 'ible the ~Tu ges . The 

. or is fOU"' . in he )ook o Ju g -· • They nere ot, u es in the re ent mod n 

en C of l e wr 1 , but t.hev vr'2rP . "hi f' eins Trho e e surnmoned as the emer f1E'ncy rose 

+o lP?.d a tr.:. e r 8 group of ,r-ibe ~ 8 
. ns an e n n; , v:hl ch thrP.~~ened h A, or.g • 

these Jtdg ~ or chieftains ~~re n f th ,yn of F.hu l a cbor~h ri Gi eoP and 

ut there soon l~" iti t:: R ,:. ru~ wherP th.Pre Prry;P Pn enemy .•ho 

1reatened the tot annihilat'on of th Ectr~·c t ribPs in Can~~n, ;! tho.:e v re he 

Phili n s a powerfuJ u ,pl livin , -: . t.he ou hvrcst J)B~ .. t o Pa1estir e a 1ar- like 

pe"ple who nossess rl iron .lich the He re s of thos dr1.ys did no yet h ve 1th y 'l 

s 1 l liv:i in the ronze A e). 11 h Phi .istines ha th .ir chRr· o s : the. werP. mas ,P-rs 

or ~11 the plain lann tn lev lan,i, f' alestine. nd ,hen t~ey 1 gan o n 

orf'c::c::ure n the \Ie • ic-h tri s who had sP.ttl .d aroL. d then.. Th e Phi istines must 

h VP co 1 , Accord · ng to the bes knm erl nov vailn1: 1 to arch 4 logr, i er . rom 

he 3 c::J n of Jr te , v 1..J-. pnadoti3: +, ey .?..y hDve b en an He) J enic u 1 or they . v· 

~ve b .en driven out of heir .. or11P b the northc::-- inva ..,ion of the Helle cs wh 

s ·et oo~n from E ope over Greece enr1 t P. ~ of the egea . ri, nv of the 3 ,-. 

p 1 stiue ~ • unr ,he yer1-r: J.200 around + e 
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Hebrew tribes were caning into the country. And around the year 1000 they began 

to endanger the very existence of these Hebrew tribes. Then the need arose for a 

greater unity among them, for a consolidation of their strength. And so they began 

to clamor for a king to unite them. Samuel, who favored their union, felt that they 

could be united in a theocracy, where not a king but a priest, a religious leader 

would be their head. But no, the people wanted a king like the other nations, 

like the Phi listines had. Finally amuel yielded and reluctantly appointed and 

annointed the first king over a united Israel, Saul, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

Saul be an the consolidation of the tribe, their unification, and he be an 

the counter-attack against the Philistines. Saul was a very loyal, devoted king, 

a selfless man, and he had checked for a time the onrush of the Philistines and 

gave the twelve tribes or as many of them as their were at that time in Canaan a 

chAnce to close their ranks to become a more united people, although in the end 

Saul was defeated, in the famous battle of Gilboa, where hard pressed by the 

Philistines, he took his own life, and where his son Jonathan .and Jonathan's two 

brothers were also killed in the battle. 

The life of King Saul was not a happy one. He was a moody man, a tempermental 

man, and he was p,iven to attacks of melancholy, when only music seemingly could lift 

the caul of depression from his spirit. And it is this fact that brought him in 

contact with youn David, the young shepherd, who could sin and play the harp and 

who helped him when his dangerous moods came upon him. This young David was to be-

come the Nemesis throughout the ·re of King Saul. He embittered his life, unwittingly, 

unwillingly, because Saul was a very jealous man. He saw, for example in the victcry 

of oun avid over the leader of the hilistines, Goliath, a threat to his own throne. 

He came to fear that young avid was plotting treason against him. He sought to kill 

David. When Saul 1s own son, Jonathan, who loved avid dearly, sought to defend and 

protect avid, Saul turned against his own son. Saul pursued David until the very 

end of his life, even though navid twice s ved the life of Kin Saul. S~ul even 

came to break with amuel, the prophet, the man who had selected him and annointed 
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him King over Israel. efore this battle of Gilboa, where he finally perished, 

Saul, a distraught and a desperate man wanted to talk with the prophet amuel 

who was now ead. And so though he himself saw driven from the land all necromances 

an all wizards, he nevertheless went to the witch of (you may recall 

that legend from the Bible) and requested her to bring out the ghost of Samuel so 

that he could speak to the prophet. And the ghost of Samuel appeared, and King ul 

said to the prophet, "Tomorrow I face the Philistines. I have a feeling that we 

shR11 be defeated in the battle and that I will be slain. Can you give me a word 

of comfort for tomorrow?" And the prophet Samuel had no word of comfort for Saul. 

The de~th of Saul and J
0
nathan was lamented by David in a superb poem which is 

found in the second ~ook of Samuel: 

Thy glory, oh Israel, is slain upon the high places. How are the mighty fallen1 

Tell it not in Gath, Publish it not in the st~eets of ftshkelon; 

Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoic, 

Lest the daughters of the Philistines exhault. 

e mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew or rain upon you, nor upsurging 

of the deep; 

For there the shield of the mir,hty defiled, the shield of Saul, not annointed 

with oil. 

From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan 

turned not back, 

And the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely, in life and in death they were not divided. 

They were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. 

Ye dau hters of Israel, weel over Saul, 

1ho clothed you da~ntily in scarlet, who put ornaments of gold upon your 

apparel. 
• 

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battlel 
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Jonathan lies slain upon thy high places. 

I Pm distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; 

Very pleasant have you been to me; 

Your love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women. 

How are the mighty fallen, 

And the weapons of war perished. 

It was David who became king after Saul, David, who established a dynasty 

which was to last for nearly 400 years until the destruction of the Kin om of 

Judah at the hands of the abylonians. The restoration of thi3 dynasty was hoped 

for and prayed for in all subsequent centuries by the Jewish people. The essiah 

was to be a descendant of the House of avid. In fact, the early Christians 

trace the ancestry of Jesus back to King David, as we read in the ew Testament. 

David was an heroic, colorful personality, many-side, a personality of light and shadow, 

a man who loved an hated deeply, richly talente; in his young days, an adventurer, 

a free-booter, chief of a robber band, troubadour. Michelangelo caught something 

of this young D vid in the magni.ficent ~tue of his now in the city of Florence, 

David with a sling about to enter the combat with Goliath. David, born a shepherd 

became the bosom friend of the prince, married the kin •s daughter, himself finally 

ascended the throne; a very ambitious, a very purposeful, but not a ruthless and not. 

an unkind king. David completed what Saul had begun. He finally crushed the 

Philistines. He ccr.tured their stronghold, the stronghold of the Jebuzites, 

Jerusalem, and made it the capital of the united Israel, the most famous city in 

the world. Forever after, erusalem came to be known as the , 

the City of David. The people knew him not only as a fighter, s a warrior, as a king, 

but even as a poet, and a sin er, and they ascribed to him the entire Book of Psalms, 

that amazing collection of 150 religious poems, which is the very treasure of the 

spirit of our people. Of course avid did not write the fsalms, certainly not all 
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of them, but because he was known as the "sweet singer in Israel" and undoubtedly 

composed poems, tradition ascribed to him all of the great poetry of ancient Israel. 

David was a strong king, ruled with a finn hand. He was also at t iMes a very weak 

man. One of the deep shadmvs in his reign was the episode l'lith Bath-Sheba after 

whom he lusted and whom he took from her husband Uriah and followed up his immoral 

act by a crime conspiring and bringing to pass the death of Uriah. Those were 

common practices among royalty in the ancient world and they did not go unchallenged, 

such acts in Israel. 1-rhen this act of King David came to the ears of the Prophet 

athan, Nathan came before the King, and I read from the twelfth chapter of the 

second Book of Samuel: 

(Amazing thing, prophet, a humble man, non-professional, no power except the 

power of God, appearing in the palace, unsurunoned, before King navid because 

the Lord had sent himJ And the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him 

and said to him, "There were two men in a certain city, one rich and the 

other poor. The rich man had many flocks and herds, but the poor man had 

nothing, nothing but one little yew lamb which he had bought and he brought 

it up; it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his 

morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter 

to h~m. Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and the rich man was un­

willing to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who 

had come to him, but he took the poor man I s lamb and prepared it for the man 

who had come to him." Then David's anger was greatly kindled agai nst the man, 

and he said, to Nathan, "As the T,ord lives, the man who has done this deserves 

to die." And athan said to David, "You are the man." Thus says the Lord, 

the God of Israel, "I annointed you king over Israel, I delivered you out of 

the hand of Saul, and I gave you your master I s house and gave you the house 

of Israel and of Judah, and if this were too little I would have added to you 

as much more. Why have you despised the word of the Lord to do what is evil 

in his sight. You have smitten Uriah the Hittite with a sword and have taken 
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his wife to be your wife and have slain him with the sword of the Ammonites. 

Now, therefore, the sword sh 11 never depart from your house." Thus says the 

J,ord, "Behold I will raise up evil against you out of your own house, for you 

did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the 

sun.tt And David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." 

David was to atone for his sin in a very grievous manner. "Uneasy lies the 

head that wears a crown." That held good of the kings of ancient Israel as it djd 

of the kins of Fngland. Rebellion broke out in the country in David's old age, 

and of all the people who placed themselves at the head of this revolt against 

the king, was navid 1 s own son, Absa om, the son whom he loved, the son whom he had 

indulged so much. And the old king had to flee fr001 Jerusalem hecause of the 

revolt and wander about for many days and weeks and months. And finally the 

armies of Absalom and the armies of King David joined in battle, and Absalo~ wRs 

slain, David's beloved son, was killed fightin a inst his own father. 

And I read you now from the 18th chapter of he Second Book of Samuel . Here 

is K· n navid waiting for the renort of the battle, waiting to hear wha would be 

the outcome of the battle, waitin especial i y to hear about his son, AbsaJotm . But 

as I read you these chapters from the Bible, I would like you also to hink of the 

grandeur of style, of the magnificence of writing that you have here; the ol est, 

perhaps, historidal writing of mankind: 

"°" David was sitting between the two gates, and the watchman went up to the 

roof of the gate by the wall and wh n he lifted up his eyes and looked, he saw a 

man, running alone, and the watchman called out to the king and told the king, and 

the kinp said, "If he is alone, there are tidin ~s in his mouth." And he came 

aoace and drew near, and then the watchman saw another mPn running, an<l the watchman 

called to t.he gate and said, "Seel ~.nother man running alone•" And th king said, 

"He lso brings tidings.'' And the watchman said, "I think the runnin of the 

foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok." 

And the King sai , "He is a rood man. He comes with ood tidings." Then Ahimaaz 
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cried out to the King, "All is well." He bowed before the King with his face to 

the earth and said, "Blessed be the Lord your Go who has delivered up thten who 

raised their hand against the Lord the King.'' And the King said, "Is it well 

with the young man Absalom''" And Ahimaaz answered, "When Joab sent your servant 

I saw a great tumult, but I do not know what it was." And the King said,11Turn 

aside and stand here." So he turned aside and stood still, and behold a Gushi 

came, and the Gushi said, "Good tidings for my Lord the King, for the Lord has 

i livered you this day from the power of all who rose up against you. 11 The 

King said to the Gushi , "Is it well with the young man Absalom?" The Gushi 

answered, 11 ay, the enemies of my T,ord the King nd all who rise up against you 

for evil be like that young man." And the King was deeoly moved, and went up to 

the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went he said, "0 my son Absalom, 

my son, my son Absalom, would J had died instead of you, 0 Absalom, my son, my sonl" 

en King David died, his son Solomon rule after him. All the labors and 

t1e W8rs of Saul and avid saw their full fruit·on in the rei of Kjng Solomon . 

A brilliant reign, opulent, peaceful reiim. The country was tremendously praoerous 

during the reign of Solomon, so much so that the ible says (_ 

"Silver was accounted for nothing in the House of Solomon . Wealth 

poured in from all sides. Trade and commerce were expanded to distant parts of the 

, orld. Fleets o.f ships were sent by Kjng ~ olomon to Southern , Fa,..tern Africa, even 

s far as India, carrying car~o there and bringing gold and precious stones and 

ivory and sandalwood and even apes and peacocks. Solomon opened many mines, many 

copper m·nes, established smelting works at Ezion-r~ber, recently un arthed by 

archaeologists. The famous stables of King Solomon were brought to light rece tly 

at .~e i do . Kin Solomon was a great builder, he builded fortresses and garrisons, 

and harbors, and palaces. In the palace in Jerusalem there was the famous throne 

of ivory, whichms the admiration of part of th8 ancient world, and gol~en shields 

for his bodyguards. And of course r1ng Solomon built the Temple, the Temple which 
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David, his father, wanted to build but was not permitted by God because his hands 

had spilled so much blood. King Solomon built the Temple, beautified it, furnished 

it magnificently, established it as a central sanctuary of the people and made 

it, as he said in his dedicatory prayer, made the Temple "a house of pra.:;rer for 

all! people." 

King Solomon was known as a very wise man. His fame, the fame of his wisdom, 

spread throughout the ancient world. He had asked for wisdom, you may recall, 

just before he was crowned king. Gcxi offered him anything he asked for, but all 

that King Solomon requested was a ( \ b , a vrise and 

understanding heart. Because of his vrisrlom, he attracted people from all parts 

of the world. You knov1, of course, the famous story about the Queen of Sheba 

who came from distant Ethiopia, having learned of the wisdom and of the brilliance 

of the young king of Israel. His judicial wisdom was illustrated in the Bible by 

that famous story of how Solomon determined who was the true mother of the infant 

which two women claimed. Because of his great wisdom three of the books of the 

Bible were ascribed by tradition to King Solomon, The Song of Songs, th~ook of 

proverbs, and the Book of Ecclesiastes. The rabbi said that whence King Solomon 

was a young man, he wrote the Song of Songs, quite naturally, the song of love 

and o~ spring and of the spaciousness and the beauty and exhaltation of life. When 

he was a middle-aged man he wrote the Book of Proverbs, how a person should conduct 

himself wisely in life • .And when he became an old man, he wrote the Book of 

cclesia.stes, the theme of which is, "vanity, oh vanity, all is vanity." 

Well, King Solomon was wise in all things but one. He married 700 wives and 

had 300 concubines - rather excessive by any standards. Many of his wives, of course, 

were married for political purposes; whenever an alliance was made with the 

neighboring people, this was the way in which they sealed the contract, as it were, 

by marriage. These wives, coming from heathen lands, naturally brought with them 

their idols and their worship and turned the mind of the king away from the worship 

of the one true ri0d . Here again, as in the case of King David , the religious spirit 
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of Israel revolted against it. Didn't like it at all. And so ~ere din the 

first book of Kings , chapter 11: "Nnw King Solomon lov d maey foreign women, the 

dau~hter of Pharoah, foabite, Amr.ionite, Edomite Zidonian, and Hittite women from 

the nations concernin which the ord had said unto the people of Israel, e shall 

not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they 

ill turn away your heart after their gods; and olomon clung to these in love. 

He had 7 0 wives, anci princesses, and 300 concubjnes; and his wives turned a?1ay 

his heart. For when Solomon was old, his wives turned away his heart after other 

gods, and his heart was not wholly true o the Lord his God, as was the heart of 

navid his father. 

For Solomon went after Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zidonians, and after 

rilcom, the abomination of the Arrtnonites. 

So Solomon did what was evil in the si~ht of the Lord and did not wholly 

fol l ow the Lord as ~avid, his father, had done. 

Then Solomon build a high olace, that is an altar, for Chemosh, the abornina" 

tion of ~oab, and for folech, the abomination of the Ammonites on the mountain east 

of Jerus lem. 

And so he did for all his foreign wives who burnt incense and sacrificed to 

their pods. 

And the Lord was angry ?dth Solomon because his heart had turned away from 

the Tord the God of Israel who had appeared to him twice and had commanded him 

concerning this thing, that he should not eo after other gods; but he did not keep 

what the Lord conunanded. 

Therefore t he Lord said to Solomon, Since this has been your mind and you 

have not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will 

surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your servant . 

If for the sake of David your f ther I will not do it in your days, but I 

will tear it out from the hand of your son . 
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However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will ive one tribe to your 

son for the sake of ~avid my servant aoo for the sake of Jerusalem, w ·ch I have 

chosen. 

And of course this is a post-ev nt prognostication of what actually took 

place, for when K·ng Solomon died people rose in rebellion. He hP.d taxed them 

too heavily for the building of these magnificent palaces and fortresses. The 

people could not stand the crushing load of the taxation, so when he died and the 

people came to his heir, his son, Rheoboam, and said, " dill you deign to lighten 

the burden of our taxation? We can 1 t bear it any morel" The wise men advised 

the kin to agree. His young boon companions advised him no to. And so he sent 

word back to the delegation of the peo":>le, "If my fathel4s burden was a little 

finger, mine will be a thumbl" The people took the hint and immediately a 

revolt spread throughout the land, civil war set in, the United Kin om which 

had endured under three kings was now divmed. In 935 and thereafter we have 

the history of two kingdoms, the ·ngdom of the north with its capital in Samaria 

which endured until 722 when it was overthrown by the Assyrians, and the kingdom 

of Judah in the south with its capit~l in (Jerusalem which was finally overthrown 

by the Babylonians in 586. 

And so ended the story of the Three Kins. 7hat remained of their reign was 

first, a firmer footing in Canaan for their people, a stronger sense of what you 
politically 

might call peoplehood, even though~he nation was now split in half - there was 

always the hope of its re-unification, arrl the central sanctuary in Jerusalem which 

was to become the spiritual center of the people for centuries to come. oon there 

were to appear the great Prophets, who ushered in a new day for Israel and for 

mankind - a much more significant contribution than the kings made; nevertheless 

the kings do belong to the i rnnortant political history of Israel, they do belong 
I 

to the rich tapestry of 3500 years of a great peoples history. 
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