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TAKING STOC OF 1953 

December 27, 1953 

My dear Friends, considering the kind of a world in which we have been lj vin 

the last few decades, the year 1953 may be said to be or to have been a better sort 

of a year, a quieter year , and a more hopeful year . If only for the fact that the 

world situation did not worsen during the year . J believe too that it has sliehtly 

improved . In a war which had dragge1 on to an unhappy stalemate for nearly four years 

anti armistice neeotiations which dragged on seemingly interminably for eighteen months, 

a truce was finally agreed unon during 1953 and fighting ceased . Negotiations are 

now proceeding, likev;ise at a snail's pace, with frequent interruptions, the same 

ne otiations are now proceeding for an agreement looking towards a permanent peace 

settlement . 

low we have not heard, of course, the last of Korea, but at least the fighting 

has stonped . 
1
AmericAns are no longer rtying on far-off battlefields in a war into 

which our government blundered and for which it was not prepared . 

The F'isenhower admin·stration is to be congratulated for having achieved the 

Korean truce , for having begun the liquidation of this unhappy and unsuccessful and, 

in life and t .reasures , exceedingly costly episode in American diplomatic and military 

history . 

ffe sincerely hope that they Vlill be proved right ho argue that our interven

tion in Korea , even though it ende in a stalemate, will yet have a salutary effect 

in niscouraging future Communist expansionist adventures in other parts of the world . 

Only time will tell. 

We are still involved in a war in that part of the world in Indo-China; not 

with our soldiers , but with our resources, our equipment, our ammunition, our military 

advisers, and with our vast financial support . From present indications, the Ind0-

China war is a losin war also, a losing war principally for li'race , a war v,hich is 

very unpopular in France itseli' . This ndo-China war has also dragged out now for 
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for nearly eight years, and the drain upon us has been very lar e, and the results 

here~ ain are likely to be exceedinely ne ative. FrAnce is fi htin Communists in 

Tn<lo-r,hina, but Ance is Also fi~hting in Indo-China to safepuard her own colonial 

and im erial ·nterests, and colonialism and imperialism are rather out-dated in the 

worJd today. The issue there is, therefore, not clear cut, and our backing France 

and ndo-China makes our own positi on in the eyes of the free worl extremely am

bif;Uous. The Tnited Jations is not a party to this war ~n Indo-,hina, as it was in 

Korea . Perhaps the year 1954 will do for Indo- China w~at 1953 <lid for Korea. 

~ut passing from fi hting to statesmanship, American diplomacy has sored some 

very notable victones during the year, at least to the extent of recBptur~n initia-

tive and leadersh·p jn the ccnduct of our own fore± affairs. A situation which had 

been ho elessl frozen for yePrs with no pro ss whatsoever registered has been 

unfrozen by the efforts of our overnment. And . ovement And Action and coura e seem 

to have replaced in the year 1953 a dead and dan erous inaction, an ine tia, at· • ity. 

s a result, a Pip Four finisters Conference is now schedu e<l ·to be held the lAtter 

part of JanuBry to iscuss the outstanding problems which the second ·, orld far le t 

unsolved - the problem of Derman unification, the problem of an Austrian peace , s· ·1ar 

p oblems which, becaus . they hRve remaine unsolved, have be n a ~ource of end]ess 

nd danp:erous tensions in the heart of Furope . 

An even eater diplomatic victory in 1953 towards th close of the year Tlas scored 

by erican iplomatic leadership jn the unprecedented dress and proposals hjch 

esident Fisenhower made before the Asse bly of the Tnjted Jations , oropos·n a world 

atomic pool for peace . Here was a startlinr,ly new formula to et out of the impasse 

in which the world found itself for some years now, a formula which woul br:n the 

Soviet Union and the free world toP'ether in the pursuit of common paths, cormnon ob

ject·ves for the benefit of the whole of mankind - a formula mich would find the way 

• 
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for the two great parts of mankind to live together in the one world and on this one 

.,lobe . 

'T'his was the kind of leadership for which the vmrld has been waiting -

coura~eous, constructive, far-visioned. Whether the Soviet Union wanted this kind 

of 8 pro osal - and professional anti-Sovietites announced in advance that the 

Soviet TTnion would not accept the President's proposal to sit down and talk it over 

cU1d the first reactions in the Com.~unist press were, as you recall, likewise negative -

i seems, hovrever, that if their first reactions were neeative, the leacirs of the 

qoviet Hnion thouP,ht better of it after a second thought and realized how much it 1 ould 

lose in the trust and confidence of their followers the world over if they rebuffed 

this proposal of the President of the United States. .And so they officially af"r Pd 

to these secret conferences to discuss the possibility of pooling the resources of 

mankind, the thou ht of mankind, whereby this amaz·n ne, source of pow r could be 

put to the use not of war but of peace and the improvements of the lot of men every

where. 

This is what we have been waiting for, re rdless of what the ultimAte outcome 

of it will b. Vie hAd honed for this kind of leadershio in spjte of the distrust 

which naturally exists. re can take care of this distrust quite as readily as the 

Russians l And in spite of possible rebuffs, the dignity of the American peo le and 

its national pride in the ast analysis o not deoend upon the emlin. They eoend 

unon ourselves, unon the since ity And the nobility of our urposes a~ our role jn 

the wo 1 . Ye ouo;ht n ver o permit distrust or the f Par of rebuffs to discourage us 

over and over a ain to ma.ke the effort to brj_ng about a eaceful solution of all 

the outstandin oroblems in the world. 

oors have now been opene . fuere these doors wil 1 lead to, nobod can foretell. 

One need not be too ootimistic and one need not be too pessimistic, but surely we are 

no lonrrer star·ng at a blank wall and we no longer find ourselves in a hopeless cul

de-sAc. There are possibilities ooening up. e should explore these possibilities 
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with utmost courape and confidence, and with caution, of course, to the utmost . 

our pro aM for the European Defense Community which was to embrace western 

;ermany as a military bulwark a~inst Soviet a ession has not fared well during 

1953. Ll.ttle progress has been mad in that rlirection. France and Italy have not 

yet ratified the European defense Gommunity program. Tor for that matter h~ve 

elgium, the Jetherlands and Luxemburp given their final ap roval. Th only country 

which has ~iven final approval has been estern Germany, and th~re too the action 

of the aovernment awaits a court test . 

,overn ent has become quite impatient with this delay . One can under tand 

its impatien e. It has poured so much enercy and thought and ney into T O and jnto 

this Defense Community that it wishes to see the consummation of its effor in concrete 

com..rnitments on the part of the natjons in vestern ,urope. ery recen 1.r our Secretary 

of State, !r. Dulles, has warned the French that unless they acted without much 

further delay, America might be compelled to take what he callen an "agonizing re

aopraisal" of the wholP situation with ci clear implication that military ai to 

rope and perhaps other forms of aid would have to be reduced drastically . 

Jo 1 ance has been afraid of a militarily renascent Germany, r:d one can under

stam this fear. Twice within this century France has bee rava ed bv a militari tic 

GermPny and its national life brou ht alrnos to the brink of total annihilRtion. She 

is afr8id of a rearmed Germany. She doesn't-trust Germanv, inside or o tsine the 

ATO arran ement. You may recall that J have spoken on several occasions about the 

dangers of reanning r~rmany . I have spoken on it aPain recently . Perha s no real 

a eement with our allies and especiall with l?rance will be reached until after the 

Four Conference which is scheduled now for next month when the whole is e of 

r~rmany - if there is to be a unjted Germany, whether there is to remain a divided 

~rmany, if there ·s to be a m·litarized r~nnany, or a neutralized 0 ermany - this basic 

issue - underlyin everythinl! :in Europe - will be thorou hly cm vassed and perh1:p> some 
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apreement r eached . 

ovm thought is that v:e ou Jht not to become too impatient with a trierl and 

trusted ally like trance , w ich is the bulw rk an citadel of human fre <lorn j n 

Europe today: it has been for the last 150 years . In spite OJ the jfficulties under 

which France operates at the moment, ""'n spite of the lack of stronP, leadershjp in its 

political life and of any firm direction , France still remains our natural ally -

in spirit, in sympathies, in convictions, .; n ideals - our ally . . ·e oup:ht not to 

become too impatient with France and go overboard for a n rmany which we had to fi r:ht 

twice in the last few decades , the last yrorld ~dar only ei ht years ai;o . fany Americans 

seem to have for otten this fact . essues at this time , threats at this time, do 

not help us to brinR about a pennanent arrangement which we are seekin for F.urope 

~nd for mankind . 

19.53, my dear friends, saw recorded the inau, ra ion o~ Pr inent _• isenhower a 

esi ent of the Tnited States . rt also record the de~th of Stalin . n our 

country new adm·n·stratin came into office and old administration which had 

been 2'1 years jn office went ou peacefully by the will nd th order of a free 

electorPte of American citizens . No one wa~; purged, no on ,as shot, and this 

process of one party coming into off·c and anot er arty going out of offjce ha been 

coj g on in American life for over 175 years. If there cold be any i;r : tpr tribute 

to the strength of democracy , I <lon't kno of any, and. if there ·s need for any fact 

to tren then our confidence in democracy 1hich seems to ha e be n o sev r 1. shak n 

not merely b the propa ~an la from abroad but by some of our own well-int ntion d 

pAtriots here thorn . This one fact alon ou ht to reassure us American democracy 

s sturdy, stron, can withstnnct stormc; and epdure . 

hen talin <lied, that was not he ca e . You may recall that when St,alin came 

into dictatorship of the .~oviet followin the death of Lenin, a bitter strug le within 

the narty took place which was attended by pur ,es, b r blocd-baths, b~, assa sination , 

by trials and conspiracies all throu h the years , off and on , in v.hich the ol est 
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revolutionist'> who achieved the Bolshevik revolution were nParly a 1 executed and 

hunrlreds of thousan<is of people were out to death. 

And with the i eath of Stalin and the elevation of r lenkov to premiershin, the 

s ory ems to be repeatinP, itse f a"'ajn. Powerfu T2.vrenti P, eri;:i., heact of the 

Secret olice and six others of cabjnet rank, toprren of the Soviet system, were char d 

with hi h treason, condemned by secret tribunal, and executed. 

This will probably not be the end of the story. This procedure is cla ical for all 

lictatorship, h~s to be; there is no way out for them. At each cruci~l t rn of events 

hat is bound to h.9ppen, because if the nolicy pursued proves to be unsuccessful, not 

on v must the policy be changed but its proponents must o, must be liquidated because 

a dictatorship cannot olerate an enduring opnosition. The charges made against these 

people who have to t;o are inconsequential ; the j st have to got They :ust h ve to 

be removedl And this is the Achilles heel of all ictatorships. Thjs is what finally 

estro s them. 

The uprisinrrs in Fa. tern Ge 1any in 1953 aaa i nst the r omm1nis r gime are also 

sie-nificant. It is in thes sattellite countries on the eriphery here th first 

crack jn this empire which Ji'uscovit Cotnl11unisn h s built up v1i11 become visible. 

Russians are not loved there. Th y are re gar ed as "Invaders and r.onauerors" as they 

have bee re ,ar ed by those u oules in 0 lanrl, in ungary, in Lithuania, in eastern 

merrnany; elsewhere for enerations and centuries there are deep-lyin historical 

r sentments and hostilities. When in this monolithic system vrhj ch ha been built 

up the first crack a pears, it will be in one or ano her of thes periuheral countries 
• 

around Russia, nd that includes al o China. 

oori e~l of publ·c attention was ven in 1953 by the American people to the 

expo ures of Comnunists in ~overnment. A bitter controv rsy developed in the last few 

months ov r the criticism of ttorn r~neral rown ll of former Pr sident ~rwnan 1 
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hAndling of the Harry Dexter Vihite cas . The question of the methods employed by 

our r,onpressional investigation committees in assessinf Communist penetration in 

aovernment and elsev,here was hotly debated by the American people and i ~ti 1 a sub

ject for hot ebate. Senator Mcr,arthy came in for considerable - and to him I am 

sure most welcome - publicity durin~ 1953. I haves oken oft.he matter tjme and 

? ~in here and elsewhere ;n sharin~ with you my reactions and MY think·n . on the 

subject. I do not. wish to repeat them this morning. J do v1 ish to read a letter, 

however, which came to y attention within the week - a letter p11.blished in the Harvard 

Plumnj nlletin. I read it to you because J believe it does sum u the thinkjn of 

most e ery fair-minded American on this controversy. 

"I write as a lawyer, an American of Irish descent, And a r.at.hol:c. J have just 
• 

rPturned from ~enator 'c arthy1 s hearing at our Pederal nu~lding. fever there were 

a man devoi of r finer ·ent, or the s li htest spirj tual s nsi ti vi y, it is ! r. 'fcr.2rthy. 

TTn uest.ionably, we have here a low- ede bully o 

the makin )s of a H· tler, a no rina , a Stalin, or 

he t orm-trooper type iith all 

ussolini. Nith a jerk of the 

thumb, an ·nsolent ton, a cruel mj_en, occasionally markeri by a sadistic smile, this 

arrogant man kept. saying, 11 Put the man out, .farshal, put the man out," all ~it e ses 

being tr ated contemptuously. So uch so th~t one, inriee , di ... have to ask one, s s J f, 

"Is his the United Stats or is it Russia?" 

Ts there no quj et, patient, sober, hard mrk • n6 leadershio today j n e • th r party 

which ccln hanctle the rommunist menacP. v,ithout resor inf' to Communist t.,ctics, or, to 

ut it ~ore simply, without resortin to evjl? This i me nt to bP no defense of the 

criminal ne lect of ex- esident TrumAn, AS vj den e by th t stimony of r. Hoover 

of the ederal ureau o Investi ation, nor f Communists who, equally with Senator 

.. cCcirthy, v:ould de de the jud~cial orocess and estro America. ut I do now e-

liev that senator '"cC~rt.hy is the ~eater menace because he hC'.s the capacity to stir 

the unruly passions and lead h~ob to violence. Here is a man who bears the most 

careful watchin b all w o are intere te in the preservation of this nation of ours. 
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ndeerl, I fear that unless t.his man is stopnerl, erica will live to re et his emergence 

on the national cene . ~he CommunistR, I b liev, e can now handle . r . Kcr ~r h , T 

fear, we my noi; be able to handle . " 

This is signed by a man named c1rk t.T. lalton, ~oston, '1~1 Harvard . 

And now we Are on t he thre~hho1~ of 19~! . And he vents of 19SL ar not within 

our tJTOvision or to a large der;ree ~n our control, but e may Ypress our hope for a 

continuin and increasing peace movement jn the rorld in 19SL . Let us be thinki 

more about peace and less about war . et our psycholofY be more the sycholo y of 

eac rather than of war . ~here ar peonle v·ho do not wan us to thi nk in terms of 

eace, especially when th bu t time comes around, when mili ary bud ets are to 

e vot d by the Congress o the TTni t d . ts . Let shone hat the confer nces 

which are scheduled will ield ome measure of nd r~t n ina and concord . . ay it 

be a year of increasing conf·dence and increasi n lo alty to our democratic i ns i u

tions and to our democratic procedures withou which ther Rre no democratic in titu

tions left . nstit ions are safeguar ed bv law . If th processes of law are ip,nored , 

the institutions which they ar int.ended to erve begj n to colla se . 

Let us hope for the sustained v, 11- beinP, sta ill v, n<i the ro~ .. ri t of ur 

nP.t· on during the c mjng year . 19c;3 , rea, has been a record ar for production 

n our country nd for the si7e of ·ncome o our no le . T :i"' · !> "'O Pt • • to e pro-

fournily at ful to , an e h v not be en selfish in the enjoyment of that in .ome . . e 

have share it enerousl. with the r st of mankind . On of the most marrni ic nt and 

noble u::, iti of th American neople is its nerosity of art . l y it never fail 

us . our rl iustments in our economic life are no?r ~oin on , but 

her and ther · , th re may be a lev ling out process esoec • ~ 1 . as a result of cuts 

whlch are likely to take lace uring the coming year ·n efense expenditures and in 

other m ters related to army bud ets . The merican ueople ou~ht to welcom such a 

leveling- off process if the peak rests u on military budg tc.: . uch of the oney whidl 



our r,overnment wj_ll save dur·n the coming year if it fin, s it possible to re u e its 

military outlays may well be channPled into productive and constructive services 

to the American peoryle, to raise the standard of lar~e sections of our population 

where improvement is clBrly needed. hnd so, ~cod frien s, I fac the c0mjng year 

8 believe we all have the ri ,ht to face ·th a measure of hop, confidence; 

our politjcal 1 aders are pointing to a new road, a more promising road; world tensions 

seem t.o be some hat relaxed And perhaps the gather..:ng forces of pood Vlill r d 

the constructive thinkin of men and women everywhere will gin to a~sert themselves 

more forcihly an mor determina ly during the corning year. At least let hat be 

our hoe and our pra. r. 

, . 







u 1v. e 

fi 

L. I -
• 





cf 



v0-, 

j 

9 



.Mr. Pusey 
c5' Religious Faith 
To the Editor of the B uLLETI : 

It has not been unexpected that the various 
cults and religious interest in our country 
have tried to take advantage of the present 
widespread fear of comIT1unism by promot
ing a return to supernaturalism and super
stition, or, if you will, a return to organized 
religion . Does Mr. Pusey want Harvard 
men, in re;iction to one cloudy philosophy, to 
turn into the w;iiting arms of others? ... 

It is possible that President Pusey is em
ploying the word religion in terms of per
sonal faith in one's self, community, country, 
and in hum;inity. Jf so, it would be well to 
carefully distinguish the two. Religion may 
bring to mind sacrifices and goodwill; it 
also reminds one of offensive crusa<les, wars 
in the name of God, heretics inquisitions, 
book-burning, censorship banners of Goel, 
and thought-control for the benefit of ec
clesiastic and the propagation of one or an
other of the religious establishments. It ap
pears to many that it is hardly accurate to 
associate practising religion with a true 
philosophical belief in our Creator. God and 
Christ are often merely used to benefit the 
profitable employment of clergymen. 

Mr. Pusey may be thinking along the lines 
of President Eliot when he speaks of the 
"lo\'e of truth and passion for seeking it." 
Does President Pusey support present day 
religion, or does he hope for a better, future 
philosophy outlined by his predecessor ? 

I would entirely agree with President 
Pusey if he were in reality thinking about 
beliefs that place supreme importance, not on 
mystical acts and prayers to a totally un
known power, but on '' increased knowledge 
and good works." gain, this is not clear 
from his text, which makes one wonder if 
he may only be trying to throw in the life
raft to a sinking Di\'inity School. 

ifl l 

Letters 
caused and cured by man. Neither Hanni
bal nor Hitler worried about the prayers for 
peace in their enemies' camp. Wars begin 
when the aggressor sets the timetable. Peace 
is made by troops, not churchgoers. The side 
that wins may call it God's victory. Whether 
you do or don't depends on what side you 
are on. The United ations will be made 
workable by humanity, not by gods beyond 
the skies. Goodness does not come from 
sitting in the front pew Sunday morning, 
but by intelligence, honesty, and work. You 
cannot frighten modern man by visions of 
hell. The 20th century world of rockets and 
atomic energy Glllnot be governed in terms 
of this or that antique religion. In pite of 
ourselves, the world moves forward. Man 
will continue to discard the old, the super
stitious, and replace the worn-out and un
workable with the new ... 

Let us hope that Har\'ar<l's fine name as 
a bastion of free inquiry and knowledge will 
not become warped in any revivalist action. 
Harvard should march to the future, and 
not, save for historical reasons, stumble back
wards into the super ttllous past. The 
ignorant and timid may still need the 
comfort of a bright heaven and the c011soling 
thought that their church kno·ws the un
knowable, but 1 doubt if most Harvard men 
need such props. 

We cannot talk about immort:di ty in any 
religion without thinking about the many 
beliefs that have been cast aside by advanc
ing mankind. If Greek, Egyptian, and Ro
man creeds are outdated, perhap our are 
outdated. Christian, Mo lem, Jewish , and 
Buddhist aints, gods and prophets are just 
as susceptible to replacement as their ~, n
cestors. If humanity, which still does not 
know much about its own body, would 
waste less time on guessing about its Creator, 
and more on improving itself, it would be 
in a better position to throw off the cloaks 
of mysticism. Let Har\'ard at least, show 
the way ancl lead the new, not follow the 
old ... 

F. J. 0RUW,\ v '49 
Paric; 

Christianity, like other religions big and 
small, embodies many very noble and ex
cellent concepts. HoweYer, chri tianity's 
record, and the record of the so-called 

Christian world, does not st:tnd up eveiJ:The .Mess, Etc. 
under a most casual investigation. We have 
produced among oursel\'es the most avage To the Editor of the B ULLETIN : 

wars, burnings, destructions, weapons, an I write a a lawyer, an merican of lrish 
bloodshed the world has ever een. If we descent, and a Catholic. I have just returned 

admit that organized religion produces more from Senator McCarthy's hearing at our 
ill -will than it cure , more persecution than Federal Building. If ever there were a man 
it prevents that it sheds more blood than it de\'oid of refinement, or the lightest spiritual 
saves, that it retards civilization more than sensitivity, it is Mr. McC:i rthy. Unquestion-
it advances it, we may stand on firm ground ably we have here a low-grade bully of the 
and improve the ills we suffer, make greater storm-trooper type with all the makings of a 

our institution of learning and culture, and Hitler, a Goering, a Stalin, or a Mussolini. 
evolve a et of belief and principles based With a jerk of the thumb an insolent tone, 

on reason, not religion. a cruel mien, occasionally marked by a 
The sober thinker realizes that war are 11adistic smile, thi arrogant man kept say-

.. 

ing, "Put the man out, Mar hal, put the man 
out," all witnesses being treated contemptu
ou ly. So much so that one, indeed, did have 
to ask one's self, "Is this the United State or 
is it Russia?" 

ls there no quiet, patient, sober, hard
wo~king leadership today in either party 
which c,111 handle the Communist menace 
without resorting to Communist tactics, or, to 
pu_t it n~or_e simply, without resorting to 
en!? This 1s meant to be no defense of the 
cri_minal neglect of ex-President Truman, as 
evidenced by the testimony of Mr. Hoover 
of the Federal Bureau of Tnvestigation, nor 
of Communists who, equaily with Senator 
McCarthy, would degrade the judicial pro
cess and destroy America. But T do now be
lie\·e that Senator McCarthy is the greater 
menace because he ha the capacity to stir 
the unruly passions and lead the mob to 
violence. Here is a man who bears the most 
careful watching by all who are interested in 
the preservation of this nation of ours. J n
deed, _T fea~ th_at unless this man i stopped, 
Arnenc~ wrll live to regret his emergence on 
the national cene. The Communists, J be
lieve, we can now handle. fr. 1cCarthy, I 
fear, we may not be able to handle. # 

MARK J. D ALTO , LLB. '41 // 
Roston 1/ 

To the Editor of the B LLETI : 

The following verse, signed by . I I. 
Reed, appeared in the Los Angeles l'ltls. 

You may like to reprint it in the B LU-.nN. 

McCarthy, sniffling tar-and Larboard 
Detects a "smelly m ss" at Harvard 
Something, indeed, may be a-rot there 
But it melled O.K. until Joe got ther . 

Cambridge 
W. B. Wm.ELWRI ,HT 'QI 

To the Editor of the H uLLETJN : 

. I arn enclosing a clipping from the Wa h
rngton Post editorial page of ovember I { 
1953. Entitled ''Freedom 's Legacy," it is ~; 
letter to the editor of the Post from Gunther 
K. Ro!-.inm '49, in which Mr. Rosinus de
fends Harvard in ringing phrases against 
the slurs of Senator Joseph McCarthy. 

Seldom ha\'e I seen a M,itement v,hich 
gives such eloquent :1ffirmation of Harvard's 
tradition of unfettered intellectual inquiry 
and discussion. 

LYN w. ELEY '49 
Arlington, Va. 

As one who pent six }'Car at Harvard ni 
versity, I rather resent the gratuitous advice of 
the junior enator from 'Wisconsin that one 
should not end one's children to my alma 
mater because " they might be open to indoctrina
tion by Communist professors." Rather, I hope 
that rny on will make Harvard his choice as 
well. 

An abiding loyalty binds Harvard men to 
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