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THR E PROPHE' S 

.os , Hos a, and }icAh 

tTanuc=iry 3, 195L 

'v dear friends, centuries go there arose amon , the people of Tsrael in . 
lest.j ne a qro1m of men ~ .o had a mess ;:- <·e for thej_r neonle an for mankind, a 

mess.30-e wh·ch came to make of Israel in the cour of time a senarate an oistinct 

peonle everywhere for ne rly 3000 years. These men v,ere not unc1ware of the novelty 

of their messag and of its revolutionary natur. They spoke of r1 ne revela ion 

whj ch they were brinrring to mank • nd, a new heaven and a new earth, as it vr r . 'T'hey 

foresaw thAt they were thrustin a uniQue mission upon th ir peo le which was as yet 

nore ared for it, an they were hrus in~ upon it also the lo •ly ordeal of a ~piritual 

leadershi which as to set them a ar with the rest of the orlr. fhe e men had 

no choice in ut ering their messa and they geve their eople no choice in acceptin 

it. 'T'he b rden, ome reat soirjtuel comp lsion, s w re, v,;,; s th irs, c=in'i that 

sa e hur ien o a s j ri uc=il cormu si n c8me o a id w • th their peonle hrou ·h long 

vicissjtude of fortune. By that messa e of these 

men the ·world came to be profoundlv a • t ted anrl the s • ri t of man vr s quick ned to 

ne¥ a ventures in faith and ·n social a oiration . 

'T'he e men vier t he prophetE> , the teachers of l udaism, a ~ha llen • n and differin 

faith. Tn 1 tr mes a ct in other settinas, these basic ides of the ronhe s ~av 

imnuJ.se nd subst2nce oth o f"'hrist.i:~ni y an'i to ~lam . These m n and th ir succ ssors 

fashioned a way o life for t.h ir pP.o le wh·ch like som > rce tibl oc n ur ent has 

f1 ovm ste dj ly find l • scerni bly through the eat V1at rs of humanity. 

ow nro hecy came to Tsrael and how th ) idea of e h"cal monotheism first came 

to Israel is a oroblem one d th i.he probleM of ho phi 1oso hy and art, for examole, 

ame to he nreek: or how other rli t·nction and e cellencies cane o other oeonl s. 

'uch, of cours e, An b exol;iine y rAcin back throu ,h th mists of the unrollin 

y ars the linea e, as it wer, of ide and endo m nts . uc more a Jways r ma ins 



• 
- 2 

uneYolRined - the true oriPin of irle;is , of new ideas, o new insi h ,s ·t. e;:ich 

success·ve sta ,e in the development o mankind . So, e vd 11 ;:i Jvrnirs e . flj n ;:in un. olveci 
~ 

mystery . 

here as a pleasant fantas y sometime ago amonr certain "blical schol, rs o 

trc=ice .ehrew monothejs to the . onotony , to the bland monotony of the desert t.onowaphy 

where our eonle lived for c untless ene~&tions and r.enturies, fron thRt monotony 

o the landscane . Someho1 the ideP of s iritual monothe~sm cAme to them . f course 

that was a fantastic and somewhat r idiculous notjon, bu for a time it w;:is very opu­

lar 1ith certain sc. olars of the nibl . .'ore recently , in keeping 1ith th . ener 1 

rend ,o ,arrl s internreting all events on he basis of some historical . ~terialism, 

j , has b en maintained by some that thi s mono heism came to Tsrael as a by- nroduct 

of ,heir nol1ticRl and econoMic imnerialism wh1ch hey sou ht to establish jn the 

·orld . ut unlik all the oth r people of oui . - , e abylonians, th Assyrians , 

the Epynticms, th nr eks, the Romans srae v r u ' lt an emnir . ts erri ory 

t b st n in its e test perio o expansion ct· eYce d uch mor t.hRn th terri-

tory be ween namascus in th nath and .dom in t,he south of Israel - a relat • vely 

sm 11 piece o erritory . 

1oVI i is one of th un olved mysteries o history jus t as I sail ·hese snecj~ 

0 n::uf' in o her fields hich oth r peonles came o evi nee n heir hist.orv . he 

class · a e of thes pro hets is b tie n the ei hth and ~ sixth centuries befor 

the comr.-ion er - ahout. 7 0 ye~r. a o - ?t'll yea R _,o, e lrr.o. a the verv ·n of 

the be 'nnin of the , t cj vi iz i on of nankind, 1 though f:ome of he pro h ts 

whose ,eRchj_n rs we have not in in~ , like ijah , lived in th nin h c, tury b for 

h co on era, or 1athan , in the t nth ~entury befor the corranon era . he 

so- call 1 • t, rar. r ro . hets , tha i thos ;hos nr nchin s c nd wr2 i.inr,s we have in 

'ir ·. ten orrn jn t.h ~i l e, tho e 1.5 pronh ts - the three ma,..;or proph ts , ma ·or because 

their pronhecies ar bulkier , rot bee use thy ar ore important : Isaiah , Jerem ' ah , 

anrl ~zeki 1, and h ?. so- ca led minor pro hes , not b ca. hey er of lesser 
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signifir.ance , but b cause their books Pre smc1lle r . 'he HPbrew does not knov o 

mR.ior ;ind r,inor pro )hets ; the Hebre calls the 12 m· nor nronhets I he (Tiebr ,w)twelve"­

HoseA , tlob , Jmos , Obadjah , Jonah , icah , t1ahum , Habakkuk, Zephc1niah , Jac.r ai , Zechariah , 

, alachi; ---,hese twelve and thP thre others , the fi een , ;:ire those rho eft their 

t.eachinr;s _· n ou • Pible; they are the li erary nro hets , ano they hailed from those 

wo ~enturies - he ei hth throu .h the sixth centur~ b fore th~ com~on er~ . 

he id not spe k of themselves as creators of the i eas ,,h • ch they were 

civjn o .. arJ<in'"l an'l to I rael or o in ovators . t1.ather thev sooke of their new . 
reveJations a renewed revelations . hey v, re re- em hasizin , the revelRtions which 

ha0 come earlier at the time of the exodus to the P.Te?.t oses , ~nd even b efore his 

ime to brahA_ , cen uries be~ore the exodus . These nronh ts v·ere av:are i,h t t. a • 

c rtain t · me in the dim as of the:..r oples' ex erience a ?re2 nev, j ns • ht. ha com 

to ,he· r . :_; rj tual learler ... , to fosefl , to A r h . , by 

covenant harl been establish d bet een then ople o 
~ 

:· th l.1raha _, P. coven::int wj_t.h . o en e 

a • of w ich a sort o a 

~rael anrl their ~o - a covenant 

inc m it enta w re 

unrl rt ken by the pe I l e of J srriel • n vie? of this co r ant , ..,n l hev vl ... o became 

comrinced that ir! their day the pP0ple , i.he Jewish e e , w s f ;:i.i hle. s to that covemnit , 

I not. ivin p· uo to he te s of hat. v,h t you i ...... ht c.::i ] snir'tuPl :l ement. \lhich 

had been re::lch between t,h M c1nd hej r.o • Th se ronh .te J.i ver1 , ' rl ti e , os t. of 

them , certBjnly he thre of which we will s ak this mornjn . ved at a t~m of , 

C i 'l era.ble r erjty , enio e l: o ,h by ,he kin ,cto of' Jsra 1 in h nor+,h and the 

i • n dom of (.ru, ea jn the sou1h becau P y th time of these proph ts, there was no 

r sult of~ ciri var , broke 

:nto t, o hRlves , the king om of ,h. r.orth , d h ii.s capital :n SPrriArja , an it acr eci 

shrine t ethel, ,rd th kini om o h f·outh , the kin om f 1 de a , v1ith its ~flnital 

an:1. its emple in tTeru alem . oth bo l-L oi' these countries in the i hth cent ry were 

reat pro,..per ' ty as a r sult of considerable trade and comm .rcial development 

n also a • a result of lon ., , e, ceful ei s , in the nath un" r tTero oam TI and in 



the outh unrler G.n .., nzziah . ut, this prosperity, rather unpre edented in the 

h • story of Israel beca,Jse they were alwc ys more or le, s a rel tively noor farnri nP, 

folk, this ros erity ha brough to he country also certa·n ave ea les; cla ~e 

hact evelo e in srael, the rjch, the nowerful at the ton; the noor, the an less, 

the explo·tPri at the bottom . '1rave ini1stice, vice, sin , corruntion, an the ure 

onot.hej stj c f j th of the peo 1le haii become adulter ted, v,ere beina blende • th, 

sync-ret.istically blended vd th the relip,ions of the neo ,les about. them - th1 ,ana;:ini tes, 

the oabites, the Amonites , heir many reli~ious super, ·tions, th ir Paal ·m their 

]j centious ritual ractices r.onnect~<i with their reli ion, so ·f<.r1.8t. there VIBS reli'·ious 

f • thlessness, social injustice, oral cor upt.ion r pant in their da,,, and these 

oronhet rose in· i nati n warnin the oeople o~ the evil consequences of h~t js 

t k·ng pl~ce ~nd sum~onin them to renentance, to restoration, to he pure faith and 

to the oure code of ethics . 

This basically wa~ the messa e nd the m·ssion of these rophets . Ther 0 w2s 

a covenant which was bein~ viole1ted . he covenant Sc: id, "Thou shal hAve no oth r 

'"'od s br ore me ." They ·were vin other nocts, r.1lone: vdth ehovah, or ahveh . hey 

iere accentin and adoptin :, ~11 the superst: tjons o-" the peoryle about them - ma ·c and 

astroloey ,. nd necromAncy nd al the indecen practicf's connect.e Ii th the v10rsh~ p 

of the aali , and the Astartes of th near east . 

here hRd been set 1p ima es to the sun r;od 

e in th T mpl. of Solomon itself 

vessels to bow . The people had 

for ot en that inherent in this cov nant w s ple 1 -e to serve 0 od not t,hrou, h 

~acrifices but throu ha moral life . 11 the ancient oples n ver connected their 

reliP-. on vii th norali t.y; their r li ion consiste in offerin r,i ts 

to the dejties in orler to A ease hem and they will o them no h~rm . R,li ·on ts 

a mat er of cult., of rit1al, of sacrifices , not of doin :, justic and of lovin mercy 

anrl of w~lkin hu~b y with nod. Judaism preac e that the essence of reli ·on is 

ethics and that the people in the days of Amos, Hos a , an<i fia.l-i were qui kl, for e ting . 
' 

they ere thron in the dourts of he ~1 em le , brin • n offerinP-s an I sa rifices , 
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rivers of oil ·rliich f!.od did not demand of them . They were oppres sin the poor, hey 

were 11 ~rinct::n ' th faces of the oor , as one of the prophets out it . They were 

sellinP-: the noor for a nair of shoes because of their inability to pay th ir debts; 

se)ling th m into slavery . A .ainst these evils and this massive f jthlessness of 

the peon le the rophets rose in +,heir inrtifZT)~tion . 

Amos w s erhaps the first o_ these prophets . fe ~as himself h r rofes,ion a 

shenherd , a herrl an , a dresser of sycaJ'Tlore i.rees . tis interestin , to k .mv that 

the eatest reli ..,i ous leaders of our people from ! oses do-vm rnre not professional 

re li o-ion:i st.s . here was a school of professional reli-rionisi.s - they were the riests; 

thejr duty was o attend to the sanctuary, th sacrifjces , and all its aoparAtus . ' t 

these nronhets of Israel , and lat .r on the ra1 ·s of srael, w re laymen, Rn some of 

hem o. the • ost humble pursui_ s . 1·oses was a she herd , Amos was a shepherd . Among 

the ~eat rabbis - Hillel and kiba and Hananiah A d Joshua An'1 many, many others -

were artisans , cobblers, blacksmjths , tailors, r, charcoal burners . udaism 

is a reli(rion produce i by l<1ymen of' 1re;tt vision and e p insi f"ht, not by orofessional 

priesthood . 

A os us born not far rom ,Jerusalem in t e south in the ci t,y of Tekoa . Iis . 

prophe ic ministry the best jun , ent o ay is, fa ls in the years betwe n 765 and 

750 d.urin, the reign of Yin erohoAm II int.he north . At one roment. in his 1·fe 

'T\OS rec ive hat is called tectinirally a 11 call11

; he " s II a e . 11 

·• rannot. e lain 

what this exoer·ence in the s iritual li~e of a human beine is due to . is a man 

ho via ursu:n his tr de c1s shepherd , at home, ·1i h his f ily , jn e ated in he 

life of his conmuni ty and sud nl he receives a "call , 11 seemingly from nowhere , 

actually from everywhere , from he epthc of his b ini; whi.ch tears him loos , a it 

,ere , from h • ro ession, from his envj ronment , from his cornmun • ty , and sends him 

out ln o the V/Orld to preach an idea, a messaEre, thouaht which ha co e to im , hov 

he himself di not k ow; but it w s absolut ly irresistible as far ash w s concerned. 

As one of th rophets put it, 11 th v10r d of nod WAS l ike a burning fir within my bosom . 
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tr:ed ·,o o Ld it in and cou -1n ' t . 11 "Th h nd of God , " as c nother oro het m t 

it , 11was heavy unon me . '' nd so J\y,,os leaves his home , lea es i.he }ring om of t.Tudea , 

oes north to Samaria , the cApital , to nethel , the lace of the at Slu-ine o t e 

kinadom of th, north , n~ he be~ins o preach he truth !hich had come to hi , · th 

inspirat.jon , reflection, thron h revelation - what are these war s to us ; V!e can 1 t 

define th m accur tely · we can only them as a tr menious fact , as a reality, 

j n the li e of reat r-:en t,hrou hou t hj story . And in the north t os fin'ls a an rnrshi p 

ra pant , social injustice an moral corru tion as a result of th e~t ros erity and 

the increase of wealth which had cooe to the o le , i.he rich ex!:>loit · n ,, the poor 

jn the deoths of misery. And he pre-ches , Anyvrhere , everyv,here , whenever h can et 

a ~ouo of people around hjm , near he shrine , in th str,ets , in the mArket place ; 

he attracts ople to him talks to them , ,nth passion, with ervor · he denounces all 

the evi1s hich he sees, s ares nobody , from kin throu h no lemen , to priest , o 

the alse pronhet.s , o the conu on pe o lP , hey spare noborly , these proohets · they are 

afraj of nolody . An1 of course he come to bet rihl h~ted and rsecuted by 

those whom he 8ttacks . The prophet is alw ys a man of strife and a man o~ contention . 

Amos was bi t,t.erly a1.t eked by Amaziah , the hi ·h priest of ethel , the man who represented 

rivjl ~e , hierarchy, au hority , turned with hated a 2jnst A os , nn PMo~ is finall 

kil ed . Tt was h fate of quite a numb r o the orophets . 

ftmo~ warned the people not to misinterpret th ir prospe ity. There are atherin 

stor s . Thrlt prosoeri ty was no ba e 1 on a soun--l and iu t, social life . t was 

based on ex loitation nd ickednes . fe warn d the eople that doom vroul overtake 

the , , le on th m to re ent ; if they wi 1 repent , h . romj ses a ea olden 

ay o hRpoiness for the peo le . 

The whole book of mos is made up ;i st of nine short chapters , no. sibly the 

most revol t:i onary nine c hapi,ers ever oenned b,, ~ny r , li i ous leader of mankind . Let 

me have Ainos speak for mimself , or no h~n~ ,e c n say a.bout h'm, ~bout hin roph cies 

re as pow r ul , c be as 001 rful as the pronhecies 1.hems lves . his is from he 
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second ch~ ter of Amos(? . L- 16 ... (6 . 1- 8) 

And of cou se th ' s threat of estruction to the co 1ntry in the name of r.od is 

t.reRson , anrl maz ' ah, the h' h iest , ciuickly siezes u on thj_s fact to ~et rid of 

this isturber , this aPitator, and so we read in chanter 7 o-f' Amos (7 . 10- 17 • • • 

'l'his same Arnos , this stern reacher of .;1 stice , this man Vlho warned the peoole 

of the rlonm th~t was co~ing , prayerfull honert that the people would re ent in their 

ways , to restore to the favor of no, , to be heale , and he paints a picture in 

the closin chanter of his book what will happen when the ~ood day comes , and all 

the prophets hoped for the ,oo ay . (Amos 9.11- 15). 

1ish I had rr,ore time to read from mos , but 'le must pass on to Hosea . I 

hope I a rri ving rou a taste of' hese prophets so th t. you wj 11 --.o home an<i r a 

them yourselves; read them , perhaps , with a pod c 

tary wi l J illumjne soMe of the rather obscure as 

that tms literature is 27 O years ol . 

e 

entary , because a ~ood corrrien-

n these prophets , r memberjn ., 

f{osea addressed himself to the s me themes that Amos cijd , but with eater 

tenderness and a eater love . Hosea was a - lived a 1 · ttle later than Amos , in fact 

he ]j ved during the time rhen the kingdom of T. rael Wcls finall destroyed by the 

Assyrians in 722 before the common era . He saw hat ma nificent coun ry ,ith all 

its WPalth ~o on into ruin nd destru tion , even as os nro hesied , and he hoped 

to vert the same fate for th kin~ om o c..udah in th south . 

Posea ha a tra ic exp rience in his life which colored his nreachin . 0nc 1s 

e oeriences in life , to A sensi jve mRn t est , inevitAbly determine he uality 

of one's utterances , of one ' s ,eneral a titudes towards life . Hosea ha marr·ed 

the woman whom h loved , omer , and omer prov d faithless to him , and she eft him . 

. ome rears thereafter osea found that r-omer h d been sold into sl very after a life 

o desva ation , ~nd out of his eat love for omer , he went and redeeme her from 

shivery , brou 11t her back to his home . And out of th t personal -t,r a dy , out of that 

ex eri nee cam ,o Hosea a profound in i ht . was aware of another aithlessness 
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to another pled ed covenant : the faithlessness of Israel to rod . Gori hAd loved 

t, , 0 od had brou r::ht Israel into the and of Israel , nod had taken Jsrael out of • 

~Anaan , and ;srael hAd proven faithless . ,., l · ,1 • h :o vn .. p nis srael, bu , will that punish-

ent be forever? 

enou h to for i,e? 

i 11 not f1od ' s , eat J.ove forn-ive as r_ O ' ea ' s , e- t love was pre;:it 

nd so the prophecies of l-!osea are steeped in a urofound syrrnathy, in a reat 

compasrion . He is a·are of the sjns o: the people . I rea i fro 1 chRpter 7 in Hosea 

(L .1- 3, 7 ... And yet the eat of J-Tosea makes itself heard in h.: s messa e . T read 

from chapter 11 (11 .1- L and 7- 9) ... fith Hosea , too , there comes the e~t v:i.sion 

of he end of ays, oft e prec1t F;ood day that wo1ld come, the day of reconcil1ation 

An i I r ead from the second chapt r of osea : (2 .18- 2S) . 

t I must pass on to .icah, 1ho • n a vray combines the ste nne'·s of Amos vri th 

the lnve and compassion of Hosea . i was a voun e contemporary of Posea , but he 

too addressed himself to the same situation vihic 

denounc d bitterly the evils of the day . ~rom ch 

hey all saw wii.h clePr vi 'lion . He 

r 3 ( J . 1- 8) ... o the prophet 

'j cah v,e owe the greatest defini tj on of relicion tha , wc1 s ever iven o mankind . Jt 

s 1ms u in a vmy, hat the pro hets conceive'l to be t.rue relin-ion . J re d from the 

si ~h cha ter : (6 . 8) ... That js relj ion . And conclu· e y readin Hicah ' s eat 

hone o he u ure . e too had the vis~on o (T-febre ) ... , "t nrl of dav s . " 

And here rill be universal eace and • stice established for rael , for mankind , 

an Jerusalem will beco e ,h en er of th v orld 's s i itual life , nd Tsrael 

he instrument of brin1ing it c bou 
' 

for even hou ah t,he cas irrated their neo le 

anrl denounced them, vio1 ntly , th y loved their pC! ople , c nd SAW in th ir peo le 

the oven nted p ople of r0·c1 t,he inst ument of brin ,j n to ma kin l ,he r c=tt tru hs 

of reli ion and nor li y . nd so chapter L of ['cah : (L . 1- 4) . 

Has this ronh cy meaning for us today? 1ision of universal peace , un ·versal 

·ustice is sill as relev n in our day as it was in his da , 2700 ars a • 

he pro hets h ve bePn hrou hou these centuries the most contempor ary preachers of 
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r th , of Rpiritual ru ~, of m nkind . They have uickened v r movement 'or social 
iu~t · c , b otherhood , oeace i ihe ~orld . 

\fe]J , J have riven you thes t.hree r ree pro hets in a v,ay c, Hil 
V h 

reply to th e th h0 asked him t.o teach hi he vrhol 1 . , 1hil€ s cmding on one 
..... oot, . He a 0 said to m, 11 mhe res is co en ar:v . 0 and study . 11 her r t.he 
books . R ad os and Hof',, anrl ~icah and he others , and saiah , a t.he ec t 
saiah of the exile , and Jere iah , rhaps the r.reatest of all he prophet,s . R a 
hen c1n study the 1. 0 v:iJ. l receive ,rea elevation of s iri t an 1 e t nsp:tr t,i on . 

' 
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