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WHAT A LAYlWJ CAN DO FOR RELIGION 

January 10, 1954 

We might well bear in mind a very significant fact about our religion. Judaism 

is a laymen' <i reliq;ion. The prophets of Israel were all laymen with one or two rare 

exceptions. spoke last week of a prophet who was a herdsman and a dresser of 

sycamore trees. 'oses himself was a shepherd. The rabbis of our oeople who follOT1ed 

the prophets and the scribes were nearly all laymen. I mentioned some of them last 

week when J called attention to the fact that the greatest ~mone th rabbis of the 

Talmud were working men, cobblers, shoe makers, tailors, charcoal burners, tradesmen, 

merchants. There were no professional rabbis among our people until late in the 

~jdnle ftges when the responsibilities of the connnunity became so onerous that there 

was need for a teacher and a scholar to devote his full time to the re~ponsibilities 

of community life, and so the professional rabbi came into existence. Hp to that 

time the wisest in the comnunity - the most scholarly - whatever his occupation or 

business may have been ,,as called upon and looked p to as the spiritual guide of 

the oommuni ty. 

mong many of the people of antiquity, religion, as far as authority was 

concerned, and as far as supervision was concerned, was the responsibility of 

a rofessiona 1 priestly caste whose duties were handed do n from one gen ration to 

another, from father to son. There were priests also in ancient I rael who looked 

after the sanctuary and looked after the Temple and who at first were also the 

exclusive teachers and interpreters of the Law. But duri ng the second ornmonwealth, 

that's a long time a o, between the first and the second destructions of the Temple, 

in other words between the sixth century before the Common Era and the first century 

of the Common Era, the exclusive authority of these priests to be the repositories of 

the Taw and the teachers and interpreters thereof was challen ed by Jewish laymen 

who came to be known as the Pharisees, ho maintained that the Law belonged to the 

entire people, that the Covenant of God was made, as the ible puts it, "for the 
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entire people. Ye stand this day before the Lord your nod your heads, our elders, 

your officers, all the men of Israel, your wives and your little ones" and that there­

fore the rip:ht to teach and to interpret the Law and to lead in the religious life 

in the community is as much the obli ation and the privile e of the layman as it is 

of the Priest. The Priest had his precinct - a special domain, as it were - in the 

Temple where sacrifices were offered which could only be offered by the Priest. ut 

the lay teachers - the rabbis, the students of the Talmud, the scholars - their 

locale was in the Syna ogue which was established shortly after the Pabylonian exile 

man, many centuries ago. The ynagogue and the school - that's where the sage and 

the r~bbi tau~ht. And with the fall of the second Temple in 70 of the Common Era 

of course the whole priestly caste, as it were, lost its function in Judaism. There 

were no lon ,er any sacrifices to be offered because there was no loner any Temple 

and the sole authority and the sole responsibi1 it ~ for the preservation of tTudaism 

and for the transmission of Judaism and the int er re ation of Judaism remained w·th 

Jewish laymen with Je ish rabis, teachers. 

nd all this is part of the fundamental democracy of Jewish life. There were 

no castes in ancient Israel. 0 oup possessed special privile es in relation to 

the religion of the people. od and the Torah belonged to everyone alike. 

ut w·th this privile which was extended to everybody there went, of cour e, 

the responsibility in which everybody had to share for the maintenance of Judaism. 

The burden of the spiritual herita e therefore fell to the shoulders of every man 

and woman in. Israel and no one could say "This i not my responsibility." 

So that when you ask a question, what can a layman contribute to his religion -

hat can a Jewish layman contribute to the Jewish reli ·on, the answer of course is 

a very simple one: he must contribute everything to the perpetuation of the faith, 

the transmission of the faith, the maintenance of its institutions; he is the responsible 

f!llardian of the faith. There is no one els. That of course is true of every democratic 
. 

institution. \ en the individual claims a share in overnment, he assumes also his full 
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share of responsibility for government . Under a monarchy the business of running 

the aovernment and the responsibility for the overnment belon s to the monarch or 

to those immediate]y around him . The rest of the peo le need but obey or rebel . 

ot so in a democracy . Not so in a religious democracy . Not so in ,Judaism. 

I want to speak this morning about three major contributions which a lTewish 

layman can make to his religion . They are not new ideas but they bear r pet · tion . 

fheir ;deas are frequently overlooked . 

I think that the first responsibility that a J w has to his religion is the 

responsibility of study of his religion, to learn about it as much as he can . And 

this is not my own idea. This is one of the capital , one of the maior, ideas .•• of 

all the teachers of Judaism linost from the be ·nning. The study of the Torah is 

above every other commandment as everything else flo s from it . lTurlaism has been 

kept alive by learnin and study. It is a reli ·on of t he heart but also a reli · on 

of the ind . It is a religion that is based on a efer Torah - on a book, on a book 

of instruction and on the literature that has developed out of this great Sef r Torah , 

a book of which the Bible said, "Thy shall meditate in i t ay an night . " Our 

relip.ion is not a relition of superstition , of obscurantism. It is not a religion 

that a man should ccept on the say- so of anybody else . Jt is a relip_ion of spiritual -enlightenment where the mind - the mind - is to be exercised and mature<l in the quest 

of reli ·ous truth . 

the supreme orivile 

hrou ,hout the a .sit was the supreme uty of our ance stors and 

to be a Ben Torah, a student, a son of the Torah . Jews bui lt 

schools for the te ching of religion lon r, before any other religion of mankind . Jews 

built academies where the relirtl.on was tau ht and where men learned . ,ews did not 

ne let all the other responsibilities of reli · on . They certainly did not neelect 

hilanthropy . The Jews have been the most charitable peopl e on the 4 'ac of the earth . 

Rut they always looked upon the study of their religious literature as their first 

re ponsib.lity and the most honore man in the Jewish community was the student , the 
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cholar, not the millionaire nor the most charitable person, but the stu ent of 

Judaism• And that study began almost with infancy in the life of a Jew, from the 

very moment that he was able to pronounce a few words - simple prayers . And it 

• continued to the ra-ave . '"erchants, tradespeople, and day laborers, all of them, 

each according to hi~ capacity, and each accordin ~ to his op0ortunity, would try 

to set aside a little time or much time for study, if it was only for the reading 

of the oortion of the Torah for that particular week, if it was only the stud of 

a pa e of a pa , of the J,,.ishneh or a paP-:e of the Talmud or if they were unable to 

o that it was only the read.in of a few Psalms of the ma{1lificent reli ·ous poetry 

of the ~ible . An every Jewish househol er and every Jewish was 

prou to have a bookcase or a book shelf in his home with the preat texts - the eat 

books - of his people w~ose eat pares he turn f om ime to time to reRd or to 

study . And that's how Judaism wa kept alive . Each man became in m mself a sort of 

a vehicle for the transmission of the ancient Law, the 1.aw of our people . 

ow very few Jewish laymen today stu Judaism. That is most regrettable . Very 

few of our people read the Bible even in its English translation or any of the later 

abun ant Jewish literature . Or study Jewish history or read any other serious book 

on the religion and history of our faith, of our people . 

This discipline of learnin~, this pattern of l"fe of which I spoke, has vanished 

from amon our eople. fe have very few learned Jewish laymen - Jewishly learned . 

( ·r ha re many learned Jewish laymen . We have many Jews who are of spl n<lid mind and 

fine intellect . le have many inte11P ctual Jews . What I am speakin about is Jewish 

la~men who are Jewishly informed . Students of Judaism . ) fre uently ask myself , 

~Vhv is this so? Certainly not because these people are bad Jews . Fortunately for 

our enerations we have few Jews who one might call escapist Jews who are trying to 

run away from them elves and their shadows . Fortunately for us , most of our people 
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would like to see Judaism survive as a great, creative, and influential religion in 

mankind· they're proud of their faith and of its contributions to civilization. It 

couldn't be that. And it isn't that they are too busy; they seem to find time for 

many other thin s v,hich they like to do. ITTly have we so few learned Jewish laym n. 

I rather think it is because they have become more or less thoughtless. They have 

forgotten the simple truth that Judaism cannot survive without the discipline of 

leRrning and that nobody can learn for them. ' uite a number of them believe, actually 

they think that Judaism can be alive as some or hanage is ke t alive or some hospital 

by sunportin it with money. Financial support hatever kept a religion alive for 

any len h of time. Only stron convictions and active participation, that is to 

say, only education, worship ever kept any reliFd.on alive for any length of time. 

So that if you ask me what can a Jewish layma contribute to his reli~on, 

,y first answer lould be that he can make a major c::Ontribution to his reli ·on 

by doin what the rabbis acttise - setting aside time for the study of the Torah. 

Everybody can do it. I am not addressing myself now to scholars; I am ailressing 

myself to every intelli nt Jewish layman and Jewish laywoman. Every Jew ou ht 

to be acquainted with the prayer book, know something about the origin of the 

prayers, where they come from, how the prayer book came to be, how prayer service 

is constructed, and why are certain prayers recited on certain occasions, to have 
. 
an intelli ent un<irstanding and of course to use his prayer book. 'very Jewish 

layman should react ans study the Pible, preferably with some ood teacher or some 

ood commentary, and some of the other eat ethical source books of our reli ·on. 

Every Jewish layman during his lifetime - this is not a task for a day or tomorrow 

or for next month - I am speaking nO'W of a program of lile. Every Jewish layman 

should read, study Jewish history - the mot excitin, the most heroic history 

of any people coverin~ nearly one half of the recorded history of mankind - to know 

whence we came, what we did in the world, why we have survived, what values did it 

brin to mankind, how did we face the shifting fortunes throu h the long centuries, 
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what techniques did we employ in self-preservation. o are our eat men, and 

what was their greatness and of what did it consist? There is a treasure hou e of 

information about ourselves, not about others; this is our people, we belong to_it; 

e are the last generation of that people living today. 

Every Jewish layman should acquaint himself with the origin and the meAning of 

the customs of the ceremonies of Judaism, not to speak ignorantly of them, not to 

pass judgment on them without knowing the why and the wherefore. Jewish layman 

should read Jewish books which are being written and published today. If you want 

to encoura e J wish scholarship, Jewish writing, you mu tread the books that Jewish 

writers, Jewish poets, Jewish scholars and essayists are producing today. lfe should 

have a Jewish bookcase, a J wish book shelf, in our homes and read the books. Je 

should have a Jewish ma zine on our library table. I don't mean these weekly schmuse 

azettes that we all et. To educate oneself, in ,th r words, is the first contribu­

tion which the Jew can make to his reli ion. Is ha asking too much of a Jewish 

laym~n? 

The beautiful prayer found ·n our prayer book reads somethin like this: 

And mAke sweet unto us, make sweet unto us, o Lor our Go, the words of thy Torah 

so that we and our children and their children may all of us know thy Torah and 

become students of thy Torah. That's the way to make Judaism sweet to ourselves -

to know abo tit. 

If you ask me what is the second responsib.lity o the Jewish ;ayman to his 

reli,"on next to learnin , I would say that the next responsibility is that of 

teachin~, to educate his children well. The eat Jewish historian, Jose hus, who 

lived some 2,0 0 years a ,o, in n-iting his famous Apology for Judaism, addressing 

hL~self to the raeco-Roman world said that our greatest pride as a people is that 

we educate our children well in the laws of God . 

To educRte our children adquately. ow what is adequately? Well , it is 

certainly not minimally . It seems to me that it is the effort of so many Jewish 

I 
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parents today to see how little Je~ish education the can give to their children 

anj how little time they can set aside for the religious education of our children. 

Jn all this, my Poo1 frien1s, there is not enough to ensure survival. And not only 

am I concPrned with survival - that itself is a supreme concern - but there i s a 

danPer, ~ood friends, here in our own country,af sen<lin into the American community 

ar nually tens of thousands of young Jews, ~odless, vdthout any groundjng in the 

ethical discipline and in the moral code of their peonle or of any other peopl e, for 

that matter. In this connection we ou ,ht to f~ce up to the fact that it is not 

enou~h to build trnples or to bluild even schools. 1le must also train teachers to 

t each in these schools and it is not enou~h even to have schools ~nd t achers, but 

e must have parents who are willing to coonerate to give these schools and teacr rs 

time in rhich to teach th ir children. n hour or two a week is not enou~h and even 

the hour or t10 a week is not being iven to more than half o the J Pwish children 

in the T ni ted tates. Recent statistic appeare in th T w ork press and they 

vrere reprinted her in Glev land which ,ave the fr· htening facts about th failure 

of the lewish co unity in merica to ive r ligi.ous e ucation to its on children. 

ftn a skeleton curriculum i s not enou h. There are parents, for exam 1 e, who ar 

even discussin whether their children should be tauJht any ebrew in conn ction 

with their relie'ious education. have b en a student of udai~ for quite a few 

. ears and am fairly 1ell acquRinted ,ith the history of our eople. know of no 

system of Je lish education anywhere a n tine in the 3,000 years of ei, ish history 

vhich ivorced tewish r li ous duca ion from he brew 1 n a ~e. J know of no 

Jenish school that di thAt exce there in there in recent years in the Jnited States. 

I vno, of no Je ish r2yer book that is without its Heb·ev, and T don't know what has 

r.ome ov r som of our :vis i n the rrni te tates who are umlillin~ to M.ve to th ir 

children even a modicum of h ancient anpua e of their fa·th 1:hich has been an 

anchora~e for our peo le in Tei h tradition, hich has been a link for our eople 

for univerc-al srael, which has be n a ke to the most. recious nd th 1 oveliest • n 
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I am afraid th8t 1"! parents , unconriously , and I am ro accusing .. our literature . 

them of any conscious action in tha direction , unconsr.i us ly r e Dcving the way 

for their chi]rlren's final assimjlation . It will o pradua ly from • :i. ve 

Judaism t o a ne~ative Judaism to ethical culture to unitarianism an out of the 

Jewish fold completely . , le have had c:uch instances in other countries, qnd we 

ou ht to learn from experience . . f the Jewish layman therefore wants to make a 

contri~l t· n , a positive contributjon to his reliaion , he should be thinkin ~ in 

terms of a maximum, rat.her than a minimum ype of e,ish e:iucation . "::now it is 

difficult unde the circ ranstances today , but to live a t.Tewish life has always been 

difficult . To live any life of idealism is diffjcult in the world today . nut our 

eop1 e lme;: ho to surmount these .4ifficulties • they· knew why the shoul be sur­

ounte . One must ay a price for t.,he oo<l thin f, of life. 

And thir, and finally , a Je1ish layman and e is1 la oman can make a t 

cont.ribution to urla~'"'m by maint inin .:, a Jewi ~h home. A Jewish home - warm and 

pl A ant Jewish environment in the home - fo th m 1 es and their ch:5l<lr n . 'T1he 

child learn much more in the home than in the school or in the tem,. l . e cert.=iinly 

le rns much .ore of rclirrion and ethics in the hoMe . 'T1he inRtruction of rabbi and 

o~· teachers is nothin compared to the instruction which a child receives from father 

and mother . Tf a child sees his rents intereste<l in ewish 1 arnin, he comes to 

think tha that's imnortant - something that he , too, ou~ht to acquire . fa child 

se s his parents lovin ly practice the rites and the ceremonies of our eoole, ob rves 

the holida cus oms, he comes .t.o hink that hey re • portant or us parents oulcin •t 

be doine; them . f a child sees j n the home the :·abbath li r:ht kindled by his mother , 

t.he Ki rlush recited by hi father , then the Saobath be ins to stanrl out as somethin 

ifferent nd something eautiful in the life o the child . 0r if he ees festi e 

boar on the ot er holida s of ,he year - th Passover seder , he kinrllin~ of han kah 

1 · ht, the recitin of ace at meals, a 1 thee thin~s then lee me rt of the pattern 

of his life . They becom part of the habits of his life . Habits which he 111 nev r 
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forget. If a child sees his parents attend nublic worship regularly , he comes 

to believe and feel that that, is imnortant, it's part of life, important for them Rnd 

therefore i nortant also for himself . 

. therv1ise there is no pattern and there are no habits and relipion withers 

from th br~nch . F, rly this year I stopped a little boy - an attractive little boy -

who wa~ r. r :ri.ing to Sunday School on Sunday mornin , a lad seven or eight years old; I 

greeted him 2nd said nnavid, you are on t he way to religious school ? 11 Be said "Yes. 11 

I said to him "Vfuere are your parents? Are they with you?" "Noj\hesaid. "~,~Y father 

• t 1 • lf 'H th • J • n is ou 9 Hying ,o . 11.10 er 1s s .. eeping. "HoYl did you come down here?" "Oh," 

he sai , "I came in a pool ." That poor little fish , he came in a car pool . nd 

all the reli .,i nus responsibilities of that family were placed upon the slender 

shoulders of little David vrhile his mother WPS sleeping and the father was out 

davenning at the eighteenth hole. 

ell, how lon do you think our reli ,ious education here will be effective 

with D.!:\vid? Wj 11 there not come a time before very long in his life when he will 

say to himself, "Why should I be do· ng these things?" "! father nd rnother are 

t d • •t II no oing 1. And so , good friends , if you ask me what are the crintributions 

which a Je11ish man or woman can make to Ju1aism, I would sum it up in those four 

words that are found in one of the great nrayers of our people. Our fathers used 

to pray, Give me the wisdom, oh Lord (Hebrew) to lear, and to teach, 

to observe, and to practice . This is it. Without learning ourselves, without 

teaching it to our children, without observin the beautiful practices and customs 

of our people and without practicing the ethical mandates of our faith, there is 

no iJudaism. ,ertainly no Judaism that will survive long and withstand the buffeting 

of l:i.fe. I hope tha.t our generation will recover the wisdom of their fathers and 

ber.in to a ply themselves with open eyes, with o en eyes, to the real tasks which 

confront them as sons and daughters of the ancient and honorable peonle of Israel . 
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SUNDAY MORNING SERVIC 

f TEMPLE MEN'S CLUB SUNDAY 

This Sunday morning has been set 

\ 

aside as a special Men's Club Sunday 
at The Temple. Edward D. Friedman, 
Dr. L on Newman, Aaron Pomerantz, 
and Dr. Joseph Gould will participate 
in reading the ritual. The M n's Club 
will attend the service as a body. 
Following the service they will hold 
a brunch at Wade Park Manor. This 
is an annual event in the life of the 
Men's Club which has been growing in 
great popularity among its members. 

Rabbi Silver will speak on th sub­
ject, "What a Layman Can Do for 
Religion." 

MR. AND MRS. CLUB 

Dr. Henry Fineberg, not d child 
psychiatrist and practicing psychoan­
alyst, continues the fin Mr. and Mrs. 
Club series on " Jewish Contributions" 
in The Chapel Friday, January 15th, 
at 8 :30 p.m. with a discussion on our 
contributions to psychiatry. 

Dr. Fineberg comes to us from the 
nationally known Michael Reese Hos­
pital of Chicago. His studies and 
experiences have taken him from the 
United States to South America. This 
background and knowledge assure us 
of an unforgettable evening in The 
Chapel on Friday, the fifte nth. 

All members of The Temple and 
their families are invited to attend. 

JUNIOR HIGH 
PARENT-TEACHER MEETING 

JANUARY 20 

TEMPLE WOMEN'S 
'--/,,._,_ ASSOCIATION 

~~ T emple W orn n 's A sociation 
The T mple Religious School Com- presents J os f Gingold , vi lin soloist 

mittee announces a Parent-T eacher and concertmaster of th Cl veland 

::~~i:~ teJ~:sJi;i~:e~~g:. fa:~r~ Symphony Orchestra , a s gu st artist 
20th, at 8 p.m. Parents will report to at th op n m ting, W dn sday after ­
their children's classrooms where they noon, J anua ry 13 , at 1 o'clock in Mahl r 
will have three 15-minut p riods with Hall. A pupil of Eug ne Ysay in his 
the t achers. After classes a program youth , Mr. Gingold la t r pla y d with 
will follow in Mahler Hall. Mr. Sidney the N. B. C . Symphony Orchestra 
Vincent, Assistant Director of the und r Arturo T oscanini for s v n 
Jewish Community F ederation, will y ars . In 1914 he r sign d t b com 
sp ak to the group on som of the concertmaster of th D t roil Symphony 
results of the Jewish Education Survey . where he rema ined for 3 y ar befor 
Refreshments will be served . joining th Cl v land Orch stra as 

Co-chairmen for the vening are 
Mrs . Herman Jacobson and Mrs . 
Malcolm Zucker assisted by Mrs. 
Mattis Goldman and Mrs. Leroy 
K ndis, co-chairmen of H ospita lity, 
and Mrs. Edwin Lindner and Mrs. 
Norman Price, co-chairm n of Room 
Mothers. 

-ALUMNI BREAKFAST­

FENWAY HOTEL 

GREEN ROOM 

Sunday, January 10, 1954 

9:15 a.m. $ .85 p r p rson 

ALUMNI HOMECOMING 
FESTIVITIES 

The Homecoming Dance at the 
Allerton Hotel on Decemb r 24th was 
well attended. It was highlighted by 
the music of Chick Chaiken from the 
Mayflower Hotel in Akron. 

On Sunday morning, the twenty­
seventh, the Alumni Servic in The 
Temple was equally w 11 attended. 
Mary Galvin, Alice N wman, John 
Efroymson, and John Bloomfield par­
ticipat d in the reading of the ervice. 

The Smorgasbord, h Id in Mahler 
Hall following the Sunday morning 
service, was the final affair of the 
Hom coming festivities . Excellent 
food was served, and outstanding 
entertainment was provid d by violin­
ist Mark Vanover and vocalist Joan 
!cove. 

The committee for these affairs 
included Arlene Friedman Kath Kane, 
Sue Fox, Dan Bloomfield V ra Goga, 
Iri Saks, Marian Huebschman, and 
Ted Luntz. Co-chairmen w r Mary 
Galvin Alice Newman, Marcus Feder, 
Jr ., and Howie Vactor. 
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cone rtmaster und r Dir clor G org 
Sz 11. Mr. Gingold is w 11 known as 
soloist with o rch slra as w 11 as on th 
concert stage . His sup rb instrum nt 
is a Stradiva rius. Mr. Gingold's pro­
gram will be as follows : 

I Sonata in E major Hand I 
II C oncerto in D P aganini 
II I Arioso Bach; L ieb sl 1d K r isl r: 

Proph t B ird Schumann ; P r-
p tual M otion B arb r 

And in recognit ion of th thirty ­
fifth anniv rsary of a sis rhood pro­
ject, Cradle Prayers, Mr. Gingold will 
play Cradl Song, by Brahms. 

Through th years ov r 4500 of thes 
prayers ha v b en s n t out from th 
sisterhood to new T mpl babies. 
Baby' Night Pray r , compos d by 
Rabbi Silv r, r ads as follows : 

B for in sl ep I close my y s , 
T o Th , 0 G od , my thoughts aris 
I thank The for Thy Bl sing all 
Tha com to us, thy children small; 
0 ke p m e saC throughou th night , 
Tha I may s he morning ligh t. 

The prayer foll owed by the Sh' ma 
Yisro I b ars the infant's name, dat 
of birth, and Rabbi Silv r 's signature, 
on a card bordered in blu for boys and 
pink for girls. It is th child' first link 
with the Temple and r ligion. Mrs. 
Harry R. Horvitz is chairman of 
Cradl Pray rs. 

The afternoon b gins with a on \ 
o clock t a. Mrs . Marc Goldstein will 
be assisted by her co-chairman of 
hospitality, Mrs. Richard Adler, with 
Mrs. Sydney Hirsch and Mrs. Robert 
Schallman serving as co-chairmen of 
hostesses. Articles mad by the Sister­
hood's Tuesday-sewing Group, Israeli 
art objects, and the newes in gadgets, 
will be on display for sal b fore and 
after th m eting. 




