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,. a shin -~ .on - I lncoln 

rr e mer 1.c~n people , defr fri8nds , celebr~te this ,11onth t.he birtl d~v ., 

anniver " ry of . tR t o mo t heroic fi . res , n-eorge ·"aRhlne: on , Ather of 

his count y , AbrRh m Lincoln , the ~reat .,':rrianc _ r t.or. 'l'hese t o e:reft 

.Americ ns represent he to g1ec-. t P:J11er cfln trflditlon~ . I c , 11 thP on , t he 

Tr9d tion o 

a" · Ont 

evol,1t on , enct the other t.h~ TrP.<llt _ on of I lb .rtv trrou h 

face of it these to tractiti uns eem o be contrsdic1orv . ., 

Actu lly , as near1y 160 yefl.r ... of FJnericHn h:i story hRve er1ons r rat d , they 

ar not at ~1J contr d c ory , t hey Fr A co~1lement a ry; thev &re l o ejcfilly 

rel ted , nd nP.it er h 

other . 

E n;T posit _ve soci 1 si gni.ficRnce v ithout t he 

s 8 Revolut .on .t , n th t might s ound s ,r fi n e 

to cer ,ain Ameri.cfln ear:=; n 19fl4 , thHt t e r n ''Revolu i onist , '' e P.C f lJ J 

f. s ;plied o such 8 stRl<l , c nserv 1 ve , d reR .ctahJe gentlemen 

C' -=- org. ·· ~sh nrr on , A P1Bn of ~oun pol J 1cRl ,judgment f i nd pr8ct .cfiJ. Sf1 , a clty . 

~ e on ' t associ te reorEe ''flshine;ton • th h concept of" evolutionjs , , '' but 

hews tha . ·ome of the not- conserv'1 ,:Tv. m -n in hjs ,orv hEcV t been 1ts 
"' 

• 
p-reatest revolutionists . tomed c trln1< of' ,; revol11t:Yon1 st as 8 

\\ild- looi< .n , scs er-braine d , dae; er- i ,ld ng , bomb- rro 1n f~n tlc . 

1 ot so , t 11 ! The er tj • . revolut.ioniRtR of ___ storv , like 011 ver Crom ell , 

Simon de Bel v&r , Count C&.vour , nd lrBb EIU, Bncl ~8n 1 did not long 

to this cRteeory of irre ponsible , rE1cticel , impet. 1oug , ze~louR f nftic . 

• 'hese men wflnte to d s ,rov nothin£ , th, w nted to conserve hat tyr nnic~ l 

overnrn ,nts r ., dAtermine<l ~o estroy . ~ ev ant .d to c on~erve ~un men 1 .. 

hu Bn ri h s , ~oct- vAn to mf.ln - fr e edom, e c1tlfl l 1 ty , h tunRn d eni ty . nd they 
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drev the1r nspirRtion from greP.t old tr8dit1ons of m~nk3nd. 

eorge 11Rshine;ton WP.s not P rRd cal, in an, senR , of th~ term . ,. e 

~as a solid mEn of Hf_hirs . Rut he subscribed vhol,-h~8rt ,dly to 1hP 

pr nc ple which ,, .i, s ~.ncorr,orfatPd in t e ne cl rR ion of Ind p nd .ncP. thF-t 

"wherever Any fc,rm of e:orernmen becomes estructive of these rjE,htR, t ese 

humRn r1e-hts, tis th rie:ht of tie people .o f,lter or to Pboljsh j, 1..nd 

to ns t i tu e n .v e;overnm .nt." ~eoree • a shine:ton Rubscrj bed to t s pr inci le. 

'· 'hen a lone trH. n of abuses .nd u urpations pursuing inv rj 8bly ,h e Sc-4me 

ob ect ev nces a desie;n to red Cf' rnen under Rbsolut, de potism, t :I.s the 

r ht , t iR ,hc=d .r duty , to thro\· of':f such covP-r-rw1Pnt Rn<i to ro j dP ne 

PU rs for 1h, r uture ecur5t r . '' 
' 

rr s s the octr. ne of the ;>ecJ.arBtion of Jn<lerendence, ~ th 

r.eart of the Amer1.cfln RevoJ. l t lon, nd rf'orge l•·p shln ton believed j n t 

.hole he rte ly, Rn<l b liHvine; the e th_ngs sine er ,, ly, he accf'pted he 

_r &v e res on ibili t ·· of le d ng th. &r 1y o _e uner c n Ievolutionj ts 

., r' ~ ~ r which onlv ~ out ., 

one-th .rd of 1 e .A.I'lerlc n p ,opl , re. llv wEnted , Pncl t ,se 1110 tl tr.A poor 

pea le . bulk of the roperty owners, of the rro p .rous cl~ss, ~ere 

Loyalists Pnd Torvs . 100,000 of e1l1 ttctufillv fled f1·om .he colonieR to 

Canade bece e they ere not n sy1·1 ath,r w .th t e Jl mericAn Revolution 

and thes pr .nciples of th h~ericAn Revolution . nd C:eorg As j nrton 

.eld ~tr orlv &rmed n poorlv lu pperl rr,1y, of en sl ort of food f nd 

cloth n ~nd nearlv lv.Eivs ~hor of fund!=!, nd Jed t F armv roug more 

th··n on nev· rAvolu , onl l" rovern -

m nt wi h his oin f i ,h nd his O\n co11r~ee. Cf h ~ the em nent 1meric n 

hist rian , flrnes Tr lS] ov- . dRms in hj ~ 1·1-:pic of Arr .rica' ·rit ,s th, fol] ov ine: 

(quot0) 



ow thA legacy of ' ,' 8 shington to his people and to mfinklnd F s not 

r~erely the legacy of character, it vast e legacy of revolution sgeinst 

tyranny. rrhe. rleht of mFin to breav the chain vl1ich other men hHve wrongfully 

riveted upon hlm . And that same thing is e;oing on in ou1· \,orl <l today 

the desperate Affort of men to break their chains. 'l"'hat makes our Be 

Bn sge of criRis and Rn Af"e of Rrud.ety. 'Pvvo-thirds of mankind todBy is 

strur~linE to ~chieve politics]. fre ~doM end economic fre~dom RE~inst 

native, feudal explolters and r11lers who have pre 0 .sed thePl d.o\i n through 

the l ·· ng c e ntur:Jes into misery and deprivation, v-ant, ignorance, flf inst 

foreign, imperial ex loitation, the e)~ploit8tion of ~lien ·ulers . And 

in this ee of crisis, v,ith t }- e pe.s~ic,ns of revol1.1tion rnnn:Ine higP 811 

over t e 1Aorld , our own country s ,01 ll ~ sk it self ·hethe:r it is re.mi-ining 

faithf 1 to its o~·n e;rePt tradition of revol tion. P-re we on the side of 

these men end nations v-.ho are 8firing to t-he s , rr1e kind of freedom 1v.l :I.ch 

our foref~thers re2chF;d for in 1775 to break chsins') Or• are ,e 1 n R blind 

pame of power-politics , findin our elves rnore nd morP s:Jd. ne ~Jth the 

op ressors! of these men Rnd nations! ere is B very serious question 

1nttl all men Rnd nflt.lons h8ve e:&ined. their b rth-rleht of fre ,-: dom , 

the f res of revolution shou) d no be l HAnched, the flPes of re.vol1.ltion 

c : nnot he quenched . l t r sloe;fln in those dRys s ' esj f-itenc 

s obe ience to -od.' Jt still rer.wins the slo n of fre e rnen everyv~here . 

0~r state of liberty holds &lof tore , R burnin torch of fr .dam, not 

B fire-ext ne1JtshAr, ~nd t1 is flrun.e sp r~.t of revolut ion hnr :J.ne itself 

when the t me s 8re ~cconvlished agRinst evervt, tn ich binds ~nd con-

stric s an reduces the stat.ur, of l"'l' n - this Rt=irt1e fl l r i t of revolt1tion 

\ ill Attack ,.ome day and es troy &11 foJ i s of tyrt nny, inclu( ine: the 

tyrann of coru1un sm., vhich h s r .vet, it.Relf on huEe sect.ions of 1 nkjnd. 

That d y is comi_ngt T ere is no esc· e 1 It wil come from , 1.thin, that 



• 

sp .r t of revo l ut in, thHt rB ing fire , v.hen th. chFins beco1,1 

n intoler ble for mAn ljv · ne n those coun ,r ies , ~nct An~ fHnPr8 -ion 

wh1.ch .; 11 hun, er for freedom .o t ink for itseJ f , Rnd hPir Roul. "j 11 

hun ;,r for the food of in<lHpendence of mjnd Hncl of sr rt , of soul . 

J\meri.ctt o ~ht to renu:i5.n loyr 1 to the. spirjt of sF<cre<i. revolution 

in thP. ··orld - h.-.t ' s , s lr~t f9' ::. t trE· dlt :! on , j ts first ere Rt bPq11est 

to .. nkind. Hy :---i~t torch in R few ve8rs 8fter O'l.'r ov,n revol _,t. on \ 'e 

kin lP-d the fires of rt-'vo2.ution ln t.,rl:lnce , Bnd .hen throughot1t - 1rore , 

an tr ,y all looz:Pd to ,.:me1""icfl P... , }1 P. i r ins r, i r t i on . ... 

look to Ariler fl - the free world. - c-1S ts nsr irfi. t . on . 

i] 1 

nd the econd e:reRt trA<lltl,n of m .r .c j. ,he tr dlv~on of ''L bertv 

thr·ough Lbw . r ()ftent fl1AS he 1 i.h~rty , ·L ch s th rrod 1r-t o rPvolr:tlon , 

becomes RnArchv hecpuse :tt snot h11rnesRed n la . I hert., Inustl- e 
V 

e;nresse 

1 i 8 , estRhl shAn , throue: . ·hj cl th . llbertles of rn~n bre f1.1J ly s},fef:1. flrcted, 

t. en revolnt •. n hecomPs no lone- ,r necess ry , nA r - it beco1'l1e. tlt , ent·Hny of 

1 berty . 

sl very from ~£vpt , he kn.~ thst tl eir ~ inc · . a , jon 88 onlv tl _r .. t st.e • 

Th. r ne -founrl libertv} to b fe ,u red , rough$ lBw , R 1 w wh ch 

ef n hum:: n ;e •. ht s nd hu1 n obllg l,ions , nd he took th 111 r, e -

di1-1tely tn ,le foot of . 01 nt inh '1 d ve th Ill t l·w b,c use }ere 8S 

no libJrt 1ithou 1 , the r e s no ithou · revo u , lon ul m t .ly , 

for here i no libert w_ ,hout 1 ; . ~n<i. this s he, th A~ .r c n r vo -

lution rv fethers 
V 

<l after thc. r proclft m,d h r 8Cl rt on of nde -

enden e nd ~ on t etr P-r of lih r ion , thP,r rro~dPd to Bdor H c on-
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st it Jt on, a b~ c f ndRmental lR ·, 1_to sRfevH•rd t e .r nAw-f0\lnd 1 her

ties n t h P. llhert ~s of he ~11 Rl c('ee ne gentrf' ions. '"h:: tevf)r t 

mericRn ople since thf-lt tirne d1nt.e d. t o BchiA re fo1· , e1 R J v R, ~ h y 

v~ere RblR to rl.o so i th n the fr8mework of tru-,t const ltu ,ion. f\ 11 poli tj cf11, 

sociHl, Pn economic . 1·oe:rPss as pos. ihle for them. J 11 r1 eh ~ of r- en 

ere s feau rdAd "n<l or r ligions .n of m_nori~i ~s were pro ec ed. fa nd 

the r: on .. ~ t ution o thH rnit. E:- d Stat - s p r ov ,d not a dike ~gf-inst hum n 

rogre s s, but a ro...-d c ha.nn 1 throueh h ch the progres. ve l . fe of the 

mer c2n p ;., opl.e could flov· benef c ntly wi thou. overflo ~ ne its bEJnk~ nd 

becom~nrr estructlve. 

T nd r ou lP , t e p orl e Rre the m~ st ers of the -t 1· e-ove1 nmnnt, not 

its vict ms or ts slf!ve s. 1··e cPn ve t he k .nd of" overn.r1ent e wrnt 

it n this d .::.rnocrRt c f'ormul,q. Jf the eover.nme nt is bfl<l ·e can chene:e 

it at the ballot. If it is go( , , e c n im rove it. :t is princ ple of 

change, t~is !lr .nc ple of n t nuous bloodl .ss r e ro Lution h s b ~en conserved 

for the hr"lericBn people for ~11 f'u ure tirri , f; i 

ment dAfinAd b the Cons 1 tion. 

n the svs , e1 of overn-., 

'rhAre L no need for ~ny a tempts, therefo1 , f t vioJ ,nt ovP.1·throw 

of the Ar c14n s.,r~tem of e:ove rnment fU c 1 t s mf!n \ ould \ ish to uncterm n, 

it, to dAst.roy 1 1: R nd p P. n<iPnce., its integr ty, j_n order to mflk , it sub

serv ent to some alien system e.n<l to some fore en phil oso hy. 

or neRrly 1 Overs, t hRt 1 s a l ong stre ch of .5me, th .s Arner can 

system has worked. It hro P. do~n onlv once, n 

G v 1 ar over the q estinn of ne ro slAVPrv, 

tr eic inst nee of the 

one ssue tjch the 

1tion of the n _te Stfltes 5d not f&ce in A forthr .eht m~nner , 

av i P,d confronting th s issue, frenkJ.,r 8ncl forthrig tly . It vtts the 

esttn of AbrAham Lincoln, the nr at 1 manc p tor, to correc this r gic 

mist ke which be AV lled merican p 1 t c ]1 e Almos , from j s v .r-y in-

c ption until the , v 1 ,··~r, ch cost mor . th~n R h&lf mi llion lives 



of free Americ n citizens, bo ,h of the 1Iorth nd of t e South . 

AbrRh r Linea 1.n abhorred s) Avery! e WBnted o s .e it destro ed. 

Rut there ~·as 1-he C:onRt_ tvtlon, e1nd the sl8v~-hold ng . tBt .s h, knew hfld 

a cons ti tut ional right to ol slHvP-s. '7'o revoke thht rie:ht :("Is o deL troy 

the Pnion, and it ~a his first rAsponslb lity s }resident oft 
. 

States to pre erve 1 he ·nion. T-!e wouln. therefor, not .ntP-rfere v __ th 

slavery 11.h,r . it ~lreBdy e)-isted but hew s determined o keep it fr0J11 

ex n tn~ nto terrjtorj~s where it dirt not e~ist. His hoe w s, hig 

fond and ~r yerful hop ~ s to confine this unspeakRble horror, PS he C8lled 

it, this blac~, foul l.e, s hP called it, to confine t, o 1solF e it 

in an expRn inc- countrv ,..nd f:rA 1.Rlly And peRcefnl l.v to 1 

Rut the ')outh ·i_ hP,<i t othA ·ise . ,:1he 0t1t. chose w~r. nd et the 

first oprortunitJ 1n 1P62 AhrRhRm Lincoln . ~ued the ~mRncipRt on rocl8 r 

tion wh ch c rrect . the rag c mistBke o 

of the rni t , d 'tBtes . It r~, sn' t very lone 

• sion of the Co , sti tut ion 

_ore the Co .ti ution W8S 

amendP., he Tn on ns pre~erved - R m0rP Ierfect Coneti tut:ton , '! PlOI' 

p~rfect Pnion cAme out of th t r~Rt ordeRl of cJ vi.l v Rr . And no for 

n., :r·lv nin, ACE d .s he negroAs of the tn ted , t t s hl-lv been mfik ng 

stea y proere s - in rec~nt ye rs mor rap dly th~n befor. to ·r· R full 

eauc11 ty an<i to Rr«ls n ne; the r full liberty throueh lEw. 

Abrrh m L ncoln w s zealous in th efense of t: A .0n. ti t.n t .0n of 

th, ·n t. ,'tRtes ,=,n ·l of 1. ~ pr ·nc _p_es o . hen l rt on of Jndep nd.Pnce, 

as s,.,feP-nflrd to ' 1.-~erty under lP. ' ' for 11 mP-n. Jn lR ct-- .r , vou 11 

re all, t re v1as ~ po11.P.r 111 rno vemt nt kno~ n f1S 1·he 
. 1<11 •w • 
• -not . nl:'' movem< nt 

very similPr ,o that J11ovem.nt lch elev l nped nee de.· later n the /la n 

movement in the south . brahfltn T ncoln ced t t .ssue s c rely nd told 

the Amer c n people, ' Jf the sf, t rs to 1 b .rtv s1·. broken <lo n, ~s 

s now ttem ., e , 1y hRn hey 1 RVe rnH e tr-1:tngs of All the ree necro .s , 
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hov 1 ,n th nk vou before thfnr 11 begin to 111Ak. thines of poor vh te en 

Be not decAived. . evolutj_ons do nnt eo hE-ckw rd. rphe found .r• o_ the 

emocra ic p~rtJ (Jefferson) eclFr d flt 811. mAn Pre er ted equ 1. 

·ts successors ln the leRdership hHve v·rj_tten t.},e 1w'iord " hite' heforP men 

m kin~ it re d" a 1 1 'IJv it e men Rr e c re at e e ll R 1 . " rf:1y, 111 or m v not 

the 1 now- {othine , f' trey sho11ld set in ro\11wer , E,d i the ,ord l 1·ot stHnt, 

m king it r ,h "all 1--rotestflnt \ jte .r1e-n9 " And so restricti.ng the em re 

fe . o free om to 

Pow bieots ~ no Rli\dle with the enP,rRtion jn }mh JJncoln lived. 

rr.he l ., are here tad y; the! have been r ght long. r.ihere h ve 1 - v~ heen ., 

tho e v-ho \~ou1d perse-cpte men f'or h. r opi_n_onR Rnd den., men thetr civ 1 

is go1n~ on tod8 . rl.ndred 

.11 ,rote , • rotec ion e;fiinst tre t rEtnnv of the 

m ~istrRte is not enough . ~here needs to rotec ion lso fi[:fd ngt t 

yrannv oft e 111R}or1 ~ F. __ nst th . ten,iencv of soc ty to __ P'lf oR . it . o\ n 

e1::1 s 2nd pr-«H! ,ic2-s ~ s rnle s of con uc o tr,o RA v o d ss, nt frorn hem. 

Rt tyr~nny if\ not ~nt .rely ,en,_ n _ n our soc et..,r od& , espec Al y 

s ncl .nerl .o be-

come ntol,rant . m·norit.,r o .n:ion, v· .th d _sg .ntjnE p0 nts of vi , 
ith ho ·e o 1o not conforrl'l or one rel- Ron or not .er . ty 

v ould thAn ·1 sh to er lov not t 4, ~fined la s of roce ,1r to hdd 

minorities ith n thA~r •aper , tr t.s, b, . o,1lcl l. k , .o t se e ., r -1 1 

-me-cho to upprAss t m or to l u Rte 

t 1e en 0 reP, C etv. 

I P.11 01 UR to t l( . to heRrt - 1 om t:t, , se tvo h1 •ro C f'i e;t 1·e s of 

Pr.1 .ric n h s ,orv .. to , ke 0 lI' i_nRpirPt 0 ,0 11 . cie llS n t li , e trou Jed 

I:: s . Tn t P. f r~t lf-CP to r Lt~ •1her tru t our t sk 18 not. t.o :,1ench 

nh'p ln .s , revolt ln :he ~orld t ~ f reH of 

torlav. ,,fin 

•1 1Rt lf' ,(1 d1R, Pt 

nd has not re'ch, c posit on of' -n i_v .rstl just lee 'nd reedom. 



-~ 
,')0 vhn J the revolu ' • _ o~ no lone;er hRS R ! lf1CA n socjetv: ., - l.• iR t _ , en y 

of soc _i_qtv 
u - r th1~r in man;r pt':rt s of the • orld t }"1 , I'PVO] "\ t onlst. ,O f.V is 

the friend of C \T 1 l 1_ 7,F, t 011 , even E?S t:.Shineton rtnd LJncoln v:e1·e :r e r ~ t 

chomn __ ions of . ror res • v , h r11· n ~oc ietv . • u e must r ~in le rn to he on 

the .lert , ~ J, __ ncoln WR s , to protect lib Ar y un<lPr lR , , ._ th m hP. s s 

both on liberty Rnd lRw . 

n soc e y· to E-=Y whlch j s co terript,101,. of 1 hPr . r 
l 

or contf-'m tuo 1s of l&w h11t pr tes of pH ,rlot. sr .. n .,h . Fhs r· ct , trc1 vo ce 

s a voi.ce o m ,n ce of ct nff'r to merlcfl . •··e cennot brush s .<le . A s,- e -

Q'J rd~ o+>] .be ~ y - t P R.11. of ':5.g ts - :;nd ,•t. t e sBme .im . ho to con-

serve our frpe soctet . ., 'verv vo ce th·t is rRised to av 1n cefense of ' u 

libr-rty and of lRw rnd of the rl hts of minori ies ftS ·, ,1 . • s of _,. .:or t __ es 

is a volce r~tse \hich echoes tt , I r .. t of ' ~b net.on n(l of J , · coln nd 

of ·11 A rP, t mer · fin. bo h, v~ hel e c. to ,. ld r.he El'e • test fr ,e 

socletr one rth . 
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