
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         164           59           922 
 
 
The Berlin Conference - Its success and failure, 1954. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• 
,' ... 

THE LI1', CON I .ET E 

ts uc css and ~a · 1ure 

Vebrnary ?8 , 1954 

y dear friends , a ery imnortant conferen e has jus een cone ude , a onference 

which wa-=: c1tt.ende by he p i,i e ministers of the fo 1r e:t powers , the Hnited tates , 

,r at rj taj n , ran e , and the oviet UniC'n , which w s held in Perl in . The eo le 

o he world are no t king s ock of the outcome , the results of his internati ('n 1 

nolit,ical conf enre . T a i"clined o belie e t.ha this conference r istPred cer-

ta:i n definite ains , c er ; n sue .sses , "nd certaj n defini e failure . n t e fir t 

nJ ce , amen the de inite Nains ay be ut the fact hat s uch a conf ren,e was 

act~a l y hel<l . That is a distinct gain i j self . or □ore than f'i v ye rs the 

lea ers of thee ar at ncoples ref se o eet , anrl the very irlea o mePtin w· th 

he he ds or the chief s okesmen of the ov:i.et t, was look on as a form 

o ~ •1easement , fro me upon . erecs , short of ar, conference is th only m hod 

o very so .vin an of the major roles t.hat confront t ese reat now rs and all 

. e eo les of the ear h fo t ma ter . h~re is no other alt rnat · v , .hor of 

a continuin . and proCTes ively worsen · n cold war . One confer nc or another , or 

s 1ch conferen es , for t.hat matter , succeedin one another, ma., c. • 1 to ach · eve 

their f 1 1 ob.iect1. es , nro a.bl w~ 1 , bu ul tir.ia , lv , s a res1 .t of th se conference 

some kin of n adj s ,ment w· 1 mer e , if only p '.ece- eal set, ,lements, • f only i di­

rectlv, n if a thir worlrl 1ar is to e ~ e te , th nit is the om1la of confer nee 

lhich , u h be resorted o con im ousl . 

o e mericans , some co le -enerall .. , have a ec liar • rlea of 1hBt n int rn tion 1 

no it,j_ 1 conferen e i · nten d o ach · ev . Some assume ht .·ou o into a 

conf renre t.o et all th t you mnt , and if you fail to ("l'et all that yo I want , th n 

he con'er n~e has been a fail1r . 

i a con er n e amon .o .rein stat, . . 

his of cours is no con renc at a 1 , 1.hat 

his is nconrli ional s trren r ·-1hj ch you 
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r1ictate , :if you are the v; ctor, to the vanquj ... hed eople . There were no virtors 

and no vanquished. at the er in Conference table . The::-e ·were the spokesmen of 

four sovPrei n st.ates which had b en allies in a victorious war a ,air st a c0Ir1P1on 

ene .y - fo IT 'Yovernments which have sj nee fallen out amonrr themselves , have ecome 

susnicj ous , four ci;overnments which have their own formulae arreeR ble to their ov n 

mri.jor interests for the solution of the unresolved noli t:i cal problems which h!:lve been 

bequeathed to them y the ·world war . 'rhere was no possibil • t. r of <ii eta tin terms , 

one side to the other , anrl nrorrress , if any pro a ess were to be made umler such 

conditions , YI<='~ possible onl.r on the basis of nen-ot.iation - that is , of compronise -

that is of d. ve and take . Now there are li:rrd ts , of cour~e , o snch accomriodations . 

_ro 1 cannot sacrifice v;ha is essential and indispensable to you for the sake of 

r ach:int'T a s t ,J enent , but if an.r nAtion inten s to be anc:1.nant , unyj.elrlinrr on all 

m~t ,ers brou ht he fore such a conference , hopin to ~; ·, e erythj np - or j nsistinr, 

1 nn et in evf'rythin~ it wP,.nts , and concerlin g nothin'; to its opnosi te member , su h 

a nation sho11ld really stay home and no nter into any ne~otia ions . Or if such 

a nation is afraid of be · n out- marted or out- maneu erec at such a conference , it 

a ajn Phou1d not venture out from jts jmaf,inary shelter of j_ts isolation and sty 

t home . i:iy so cloinr,- ahandon all thou ,ht of positive ynamic po jticcil 1ea ershi 

jn the orld . "e OU.f'~ht to bear th::s s.;mnle t.ruism in riinrl 1;1hen e tr11k bou con er­

ences . 0 1r ecret;:iry of tate , l\ r . Dulles , and the spokesmen of , c: nee nri nreat 

ritain wer~ not outsmRrted at the Perl·n Conference , they were not ou - ane1vererl 

at all . The fear that was entert ined by many Americans before the Jn · te States 

entered this confere-nc . The 1 h .ld their own ~ound remarkably well , and t ,au e 

of the free world not only was not daman-ed by his conf rence , it was , in y jud ent , 

perceptibly ad ance<l . There v,as no loss of presti e for the west ; rather a substant·a1 

ain . And there should be no further a rehension amon~ our peonle about such diplo­

matic me tin,~s in the fut,ure . It has been demonstrc ted tha we can hold our own in 

such mee in gs . 
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cretary of t)ta t illes 1 utteranc s t the conference ta le in rl ·n w e 

remarkably force ul, loa·cal, or hri ht , ?-nd tjme nd a a·n ricke the forensic 

b1 1bhle of I olotov' s ron rranda s eeches and left hj , olotov, time ar r1 a ain, 

sorel rliscoMfi ted . One of the most crushint.Y blows which , ~ecr tRry ulles struck 

Cf'! .1e ver. ear l.7 at the conference, when 'r . 1olotov, holrlj_ng forth e10 uen 1 v as 

the chanp·on of frePdom and the enemy o~ Fascism and of jlitar·sm, was rem:n ed by 

. D 1J les th t he him.self, 'oloto r, s onsorect JSsia 1 s alliance v, • th i tler, and 

that, he himsel,., 1 oloto , ha characterized the allies 1 resist nee o t.hP. ictator 

u~ t.ler and of 'azis aR .oolish and criminal . And that takes h :- te out o 

nd the ;orlct listenea in, ~ot the full i. nl • cat.ion of v,hat, , s 

ar d learned o evaluate thereafter a 11 that v as said by one s.:de or t e other . 

.d the encri orei ~'TI finister nor-es Bicta t and rreat ·ritain 1 s Ant.:1ony ri n were 

not far behind rr . D lles in t.hejr frank and di ni i d r buttals an th ir clear 

defini.tions o is ue . nd so I bel'eve thct t f ·r di tinct gin of the 

Per in conferen e vas the ac tha a con erence s held at whic, on a ell-li 

sta , , • th the whcle vmrld as s ,ectators , oth the -v,est and th eas • re co lle 

to nrPsent t. 1eir ca e, a d in su h an ar , U!lent the free nations of the worl ,· 11 

~s a ru:e , ~lays emer'e on.the top . 

The second dj st· net µ;a:i n s see it w s he rer1 rk b le u i ty of h •• st in 

mee n . e Soviet djolom tic attack ,n in rorking l ou,ho t th c n er nee as a 

unjt, ins ite o their rlif'erin 

th tin ;:1 J. t ,ers t.he interesiB of c:re 

of Fr;:ince en i,h,::it the int r st ' 0 r t 

vnon~o s d t, 1 the interests of e 1n • 

the·r ,L cir·c n t·on int. re t ... tot 

in rests, cause it mu t no be assu eel 

r·t n r sync 0 1 1, ·it.h ·he i1 e ests 

rit ir nd rr n ar i 11 instan 

'l'he c r not . 1t, th . s bor in t.P.r! 

nre of ain aj_nin a com on fr n , to fend 

the a,ior com.'llon in er st 'T'hc.., t vr s ,·,is st.at. sm 1Sh • n o the hi e t or ,r . 

Sov · ' r f o ·t o disru t t.hj s nj ty, o nla , off on a a-ins the other, to 

est conces ions to 1r nee rnrl concessions o re t ri ain j th hon. of ett'n 
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hem o re to a scuttlin of the Furop a e n e C: .u ·ty, •rhich . ssi 

e ir s ost of a 1 . ~r ,t ritain nts .o ncr se hr ra e w·th • e So ·i t 

r nj on . I • nee P th t trade b rU, in ord r t o im rove he ovm economy . Tt • s a 

n!:lt,j on which m· st trade to surv:i ve n ce.t not a r-ree to an arran • men where it vil 

_ 1n b e to tr e vr5 th one fourth of the lob ; even ·1hi e the conferen e a :. • n 

hel in rlin a r • ti sh ,rade cieler:ration v:a~ } osc01· 8-rranpin for a bi=1 lion all rs' 

orth of r e bet ;e n the t·vo countr· s . .,.., ance ·mnts e ce cle. nerat .1 in I1 do 

V-; a . It has been e ;~.e~ in R hope~ess mePSV war in do-...,hina for s .ve year 

now an finds herse f in a morass there, "'inkin<"l' ever ee er in a ho less ·; r v hi h 

h raine their own fi an a re"'ources n anpower, :-nri - ed b r h Jn:i e 

t.es, ·h"ch ha poured bj 1 ion. ir.to Jr. rl o- , i-,ina in one a 1d in rn<"' . 'r re is 

0 victory in i ·ht the e t 11 . ·ance v; n , iJo et ut. 0 h i, t l'i le • .... ua-

tion . ! is gene:rall r und r too t.at 1lu.l u si~ i no, ., ' C 
. 1 r in lved . . 

jn th t J J it voice can c~ , T ... e t it v.:.et inh, ,h rebels ere , 

the revo ntioni ,,. - wh eve y r.al em - 0 th patrio fl • t • f' , t, r s s e 

ou·h th con er n e in Arlin that sia . ht be .. • 1un,~ 0 in v.ne, to n 1t J 

n e . to h t ·m pro ri e •ranc JOU ... o the i ea 0 h .c, ro e n Defens Com. ni ,y. 

de en. e co2lition o the fps , o ic nc h s no rt· ul r a f ~ ion 

anvho,:· e ., se anc is rid o re-are r. l' • 1 an . ..i •em n y e ne of is 

n r ar ho t 1p••, oe,:i Jefenc:; on un y is r - ·,e te any . T 'fl t e 

on +.he econo ; . inte s s o 0.r , e oli 1 al ilit ry 

eme ncy inte·ests of r nr~ , qnd if it in di inr, .,he a ·es it YO 1 

ve e. . ,jor rl ... e t of the Tn · .d +ate for i nol'cy. Thi i' not ha pn . 

~ so1' ar · t:, f th ' st r,as de ons r te more rci V i h"s con'er nee .,h n t 

T t· □e in th st n he la t fiv yenr • 

nd rom that ,., OU ht 0 eri ano he le ~on 1e A ri ns . 'r e li 

,,. oori by in t is cc. r n e because 1Jhey belie e .'n o 1-i tion i nlo, ~ y . s 

el' , e in tha oo . n oalit.lon 1· nl 1aC f1€ PTI tha ve ll"'t ,..one ce th 
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no~nt of viev, of ,he o hers who arc i the coaliti n ~nd no. alv:ays in ist. J % 

on our no· r.t of vie1,1 . • e must not in\:mr o ""ni oten e or o r i1 arci n ry omni otence 

• n~j st unon i tatin r o our 2 llies c j.n our ifTla nar~ o nj C"'cj enc (ma hine ,· · "' •• cul , ) 

~here is at ·rct .istinct ~a~n emer nr from the ~er in Con_er CP : he arre ent 

to hol ar.other oolitical conference ·n ~eneva in A ril on Korea nc lso to cons · ae 

t e nro lem o rester .:n~ peace in Tndo- r.h • na . One con erence make. ossibl a o her 

con erence . ~he Amerjc2n •o ernmen h s lon o wished or su ha onf rence on ·ore~ . 

The noJ.i ti.c 1 ta k at. P . m n . .;om h!lv been sta led for mon 1s novr ;=mr o 1r Recretary 

of ,8 f> SB.YI the •• s om cl a n cessity so e months a o , as .fr r acl· s 1 er , 

nd recom ende thf ca lin :r 0 such 8 conference in n-eneva in order t ,o et OU of this 

.. e sy and r1an eronc, s; tuation -in ror eR not t.o rmit i 0 a on inte .jn b y . ·ife 

have been ne ·otiati dth +. e r:h • nese re rese i es ;:inmnnjom . 'l1hPr is no 

re son why we c0ul no ne r-oti t.e ,· t. ,hem ( RC in <liff5culty, ... th~t 

t 1j s nro OSe n n V onf'ernn e shou not e int r reted s n any way ivir 

diplo atic reco·::n · tion to C ina and by jm li cation pavin the my for mem ere-; ip 

of ije Chjna in the ~ited ~t · ons . hi"' 1Ps snclled out in so any vor s 2nl the 

(Teet re2ched w ~ace ted by the cov · e nion . 

J. r . olotov ma look non "'en his ual • fi d j nv· ai, • on to Red '": h • n as a 

ut the J n fact re tha a·n or hjs ide . Se ator Kn 1 an ma. thj ks too . 

0h · na was not a cce ted on an e ual foo ,in 1jth the ~~ n owers a th's conferf'n e -

~? "'S • f' ske for and hi h are ,o b . cl" s ussec a+ h ' ~ 

C n erence rill no. i e China a voic n the f Dir. 0 8 yt.hin ;hi h he to 0 1ith 

. 1ro or th rest of he worl • he en 8 is inri f' ex ] s el to Yorea nd to 

Tn o - ,J in • 

r . T l . e s ad the os · tion rery cl ar in h • ..,. ad ir es on •• .dne day la t 0 the 

A1 ,r 8 p 0 le nd his st.a e 1 nt . s very cl ear an una b . OU . f r ack s 

l~s '1r-ntember he aid , ..;n 'T ement w' th ~res · oent Rhe , 11 he nite Sta ,es h r o)osed 

,hat th conference b he]rl' c1t, enev . That r o. os J. had b en rejec ,ed . r o se , 



- 6 -

c=tlso in a;rreement with President Rhee, that the conferenC'e sho1lrl be co:n1no.seo of 

Sorrirnun:ist Ghjna , Soviet Russia , Torth .:orea , c1nd , on the United 1ations si e, the 

Renublic of Korea 2!nrl the sixteen 1Tnj ted .1. rit • ons members which hc1ci fouc;ht • n Korea . 

~his nronosal h d been rejected . 

'l'he rommunjsts insisted that. a ~0 1p of Asjc?n 11 neutrc?ls" should be present and 

that Sov..:..et Russ: a would he amonp: these 11 neutrc=ils 11 .::inn so not bound by conference 

'lecisj ons . 

'fe werP ab]c at 11erlin to settle all these matte-rs . Jt. was a .rePd th t, a conference 

v1ill be held at Geneva , as we ha-i lonrr Ev.,.o prom:sed, an<l that the comnosjt.ion ·will be 

rec:i sely that which the Un.: terl States , the ftep 1blj c of Korea and the Fni ted Fatioi1s 

1:.eneral f sserrtbly h;:i rl souf!'ht . 'T'here will be n"l Asian "neutrals" there . 

Some profess to fear that the holriinrr of this conferenr.e will jmpl TTni ten St tes 

reconni ti0n of Corrtrnun; st C:hir.H . 'l'h? t fear s v, j tho t hasis . Those t.hrour1hout he 

rorld who sur- ..... est thcit t.rie nrospec ive ,eneve c.onf r- nee imnlies recor,;n:: tion are M. vi nr, 

the Comrnunj sts a success which the:,r could not win at .. erlin . The resolntion adop ,ed 

at Perlin ex licitly provjdes - I sLall read the te t - "it is underr-t,ood t'.at neither 

the invj tc1tion to , nor the holrJin..., or , the above- mentioned conference sha . J be cleemerl 

to imnly d.inlomatic recor-njtion in any ca se where it h;:,s not. already been accord rl . 11 

J had tolri r . ~ olotov , flat]y , that would not a nree to nee ~ v,i th the hinese 

Communists unless it vms e:xpressl a r1reed and nut in nrj tin that, no nnj ted Stat.es 

rec o (l'ni tj on would be involved . 

1r . Wlotov resisted that provision to the last . He sou 
3
ht 1 y every artifice 

and iievice , <lj_rectly and throu~h our a11 ·, s , to tempt us to meet 1-1 j th Communist <~hina 

as one of the five ore Pt. nov: rs . he re fused , an<l ou 1iri t~ sh a nrl ench allies 

st.oorl w· th us . en we went into the final session last Thurs<l~.' a tern0on , I did not 

knoll'. wh t Y.T . nolotov ' s finaJ nosition would be . 'o far , he hR not accepte my osi-

tion . 'e were to arl,iourn At 7 0 1 cl ck . t 6 o I clo 1~ - Just si .1, n ·.nutes before he 

fjnal 2d,1ournment - Tr . • lotov a nnounced that he would ace pt our non- reco.,.nit ' on rovi 0 .
11 

("\ 
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1d , r . D les makes this ad i i n 1 observation in his a rl ress : 11 recor n· 7P, o 

co1r e , that the oviet Tnion wotld not have acce te 1 er ce t our i.er. s or ·h 

'ore n ooli i aJ. ccmferen e, u i exoected • o b .nefi ther 1 • I ut s do re . 

T ca. think of sorn .. So-viE.•1 benef • ts th -t we would r.ot like and shoul nre rpnt, . 

ut o not ·1holl • exC'Ju e the i ea that the o rj.et r nion mj r,ht in fact w nt eace 

in s · a . 

Ve can o e so , c1nd v,e shall see . Tn the mec1n i e, v,e shall k e on our ri." 

nlease that this confe1·Emce wil_ be hel in eneva to discuss K r a and 

here ·rnuld r~o a step further repe i.j n a nosi tion which took ~ome time a~o on 

j s s .iect and v1hi ch I see no reason to chan ..,e . J f at. this confer~n e Com , nist 

inB shows · ts v · lin nes. to coo erate in as irit. of Poocl iillw:i.th t P lestern 

o e , there is no re son at all ifhy we shou 1 not reco ·nize Go m mis r.h • n an 

whv o nist in~ shoula not ·nth colr e of ime adrni tted o th nii.ed Tc ions . 

/Ind 1one that o states en and t o e ·7ho d e m~ e A er· cPn fore · rill 

r~ot l<eep a closed m; nd on t.hi s ubject . mh ates can .ot j n ie i • .el. b se 

its o e.:.,...n nol;r·y in that, i port.~n rt of the worl , j_ , wh:.ch has aJ.w ys b en 

so trem ndously irportRnt or our coun ry - sa. it cannot h ~e is forei nolicy 

indefinjte on tha broken- dovm , r,or unt a d , :i scr ited han Kai S1ek '7overnment of 

onnosa . t, is mrealis . • t, is pr OS erous that th ' s contin'1 jnde . nit lv . , 

l p hav learne to et alon , • th Com unist. u oslRvia . Gre t P.ri jn ha 

le rnerl o rer.o . 1ize omrmn:i st ~hin . 'r er, i no reason •hv ., h n · te St.ate , 

1 on enc o ool ai h , canno o so l'kewise . Te C inese eople are riends 

f the Tnit d St ts h ve b en , ,r clitionall . her js nor ason ,hy thRt 

frieno. hi c nnot be re- k:in Jed , an why Cina , r ,.. rdJess of its form of r:;ov rnment , 

nr.ot turn to ash: nrton j n the v. t.o co e rath r than to fr mlin . 

h wa lso so e other ro!!res. mad t rlin in R anc: n id nt 

ise h :v r ' s ato · c ener 1 rlh o an . re vas em nt of he nex st to b taken in 

the ro d 1r lea n , n to 'lhe 1 e mens . e w s a so a re .nt o ch n, vi ws 

on th 1·mit tion of E:lrmamen as cont I lated by h n · ted ation resoluti n . 
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T have s 'en of the sur-resses; ,here have een f ilures at this con erence - , onumental 

fa'lur s . • urcs on ~he 10 ma~n items in the a en~a or· t1'ch the co f. n s 

c lled - erm ny nct Austria . ,,..h future stat.us o n many rn s rio t s tl d , no was 

eed on as fr~ Aus·ria i c ~cer ed . n ro he ·e at 11 

y c- made . T f a :-:reemc t had been reached n the t,us of rman:' R Te me woulc h v 

1 .! c 1 r o lov-red on , e ner, ce trea t.:v for ust.ri D . 

he allie, uantect a r.e !'l ny h 1ill te ~rt o_ thPir de Pnse ~ys em a·nst 

t.e ~o,·e , . 'T'he co · t ·1c1r.t cl a r.erm n· r.dPr it~ om nolit.ir: 1.:.n·11 1 ce or at 

ea st, one . 1f! t d J. not be j ~ nosi t,~ on to coonera vd t.h the rest A ~Ai s it in 

a m.; ; tar r sho • om . Cn these :i!"' econ ~i le ob;iecti es h onfere ne broke u . 11 

0 h m, 0 course , s oke of a united " rmc? - bo wect <. nd 1P east - bu1, hey 

11 meant. , nj ted on the'r 

Rt ss; P is frAid of 

.:n a nrooean -nse ,0. 

.:iide . 

re- r eci r.:e 

un·ty, o r 

an a 

0 er 

r' 

'e TT:c 

n~rti j ting 

lections to eave it 

to r•e • ny then to (leci· t1.e ·v·,•hn h r s11 " 11t to ;01· t e 1 c,~ o.,.. not , o d 11n c I., • J . , J 1, ,. ; , t bl 

to nd R· csia t of er o c1 Te . t a -ree o uro en ecce ct 

~e to 11 h n tions o • 1rone for a ne iod of f • ty . ears or ore nro j_ ec1 1, 

"'O ean ense OmM.Unit, ras <ion 
' 

pr.e suma ) ly also T 0 an one , J°t A erica 

ith ra·j_ng to its o· r s hores, ab n onin ., i c• ,..,a ses . n " r nd forth th lan . pe 0 

too , ... r, t !''. t: v·as rP ,i cte ,)e a se it meant to a 11 intent an pur oses 80 • _ tizin ~ 

of h con inent o"" .r., 0 . 
There V/::1S th ..:..ri1 as e . 'fl ere the . mpasse dll conti e, or 'th is no ion re so 'l 

to this nroblem ot P. than the one 1·;hj.ch some 0 s red 0 sugr:est sc me im a , 
0 her han the one th8t ha E>PTI a e d on t ots bv e ln . ed t tes r a J 

i+,a·n an 4'r n e nd the <::oviet n . on, na lv to !' 7, nd n tr ize ., 

it CO!'l • • - ".:'Ir e jn OU l hle .i nt th ·10 1 . 
.. e , 

0 1 · ve t t th C n emplat of in hr> . vis on n 

• thjn n r 1 j_- I rooean ar y syst m, ·h t, V. l. vert th of ... vive 

( r. n it rism 1 c s t ·n to con er he worl , r oolin hemselve , 



.. 
• 

are he ir. th ms lves wit~ wish 'u7 thinlci , . m ere cm be n e in .. ur , '"'nl , 

jn nv ., j l (" e t , L <1e any is e-united hecause l 0 not be i r in a )e manen .J.y 

d '_vi cled nerma y - ve C nnot 1--reak p a p o-.,Je into 110 Y'tt~ rl e ~ ect, th t conn' jo 

to rem..-- :in st"'bl - a re-u.ite "'er. any l.,ut dem·1 · t riz '1 (, rn~ 8nd a n u alizui 

hen the e 111a;r be ho es - pro ·oec - 0 Dea ,e iI ro e . 1 0 it is t re 0 e 

on hat scorr , .... telieve , that the -- te· Sta es 1 • ill SOr.1 d-Y h;:v to ch .e . - po __ icy 

J Jt is unreRl ' tir., h8ve to re"! is d . nr - the other alt rn!:li,ive o.J . .' ne ma n n•"? 

n r 1?n n 1 , rliv· _d - e stern '' un er t,he dom· ation of t Sov:.et and 'le..,ter 

'~rina y j n cooper tion Yi th hP est . T m:i ht c-o say that a l p· as er a y ei'la s 

,rj , t_ e is no OS ec, of .,r in ., 1rop • 

T e th"'t erhap th bes SU !!l8ry 0 the erl' conf rPt\C, js t foll ·;in 17 

7hich T n 0 the ne rs a e ~ ff I ays a o , sober c;_ car.serve ti e es m2 e : 

I erli ,, C, s th' rt:i c Je t.e . t ., c,f.- <·t l OVl r is eto i. 
' 

~ 

'1 < c h t, no 0 ntry js 't; n urn nr: ~ s 1 . r[ r . 'T' . t. i ,:, n 

o ,h \ y ev n if the a t 0 ,:, _:_p OT'l ti evera e h "' n bee "! ry s cc P"'fU1 • ' 
ThP. est h;i not OS in he ir,t. te ... 

' 
oreov r , an lin h u•ht us .ha in 

convulsed world ust oe sat,j sf · ed for a on • tim to come w· i,h th s1 ail- 1 • ke 

nro ess o e 'con erence Methoct . ":i P. ust be ti nt , e st crm in e ( ne 

i . . . rca t or r: f'l 11 . e:rh sin thP. ourse of h ears all n ns ,~ 11 

come to un ers nd that. hey have to 1ind 

h? t one c, ni ot de st.roy h other ; th t. i 

in i ely a con it·on o cold r . h 

o t-,he ror ld , on t, le er o e e t 

war of 1 · · 1 to~ether on hi one roR . 

00 cot too u id o cor. nue 

tha, r izR on vms u on eo le 

he • orld , ·, ,a, s i 11 e 

fo1nd .c use 1ays h ve a; s een found o N orl' out an arra .men ake 

i nossible for l eo les fol 1 "j ne th ir o 1 like. , th .:.r o , economi nd poi ical 

ref re r.e neverth less o ive t.o ether in th~s one mrld . a. ,her e many more 

c nferenr.e , m n, more efforts t neac , an m the st a, .mi n of our country 

ns re s they h' e be hr tofor i ha esire both tom intain _re o ,. to 

achieve coo eratio . 
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Yet, ope~~ and in the presence of the 
Germans, Molotov in Berlin did every­
thing possible to create a resentment 
that cannot but prove dangerous to 
Russi when Germany regains her in­
dependence. Even Russian "noes" 
cannot delay forever that fatal day, 
and it might be that when it dawns 
Moscow will find that her tactics 
have buil tfp a wall of hate between 
Soviet !:urope and the free Europe 
she ,plans to dominate. 

Berlin indicated that the Easl-West 
balance of power is about equal and 
that no country is thinking of turn­
ing the scale by war. That is gain 
both ways, even if the attempt to uSe 

diplomatic leverage has not been very 
successful. The West has not lost in 
the first test, moreover, and BerJin 
has taught us that in a convulsed 
world we must be satisfied for a long 
time to come with the snail-like pro -
ress of the ''conference method," 
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• 10n rn Indo-China. 
Aware of • \ ·i t Hope 

re tempted 
e principles of ju1tice for 

some sense of momentary re­
spite. 

Our ultimate reliance ii not 
dollars, ia not guided mfaailea, I recognize, o cour ·e, that 

the oviet. Union ~·ould not. have 
accepted, 100 r et· cent, our 
terms for the Korean political 
conference, uni it ex.petced 
to benefit thereby. But so do 
we. 

l can think of ome Soviet 
benefits that w , ·ould 11ot like 
and ~hould prevent. But I do 
not wholly exclude thP idea that 
the oviet Union might in fact. 
want peace in Asia. 

, e can hope o , and we shall 
see. Jn the meantime, we shall 
ke p on our guard. 

There is , however, no rea o 
y we should tefu e to see 

is not ,veapon.s of mus deat.ruc­
tion, The ultimate weapon i• 
moral pdnciple. 

George Waahington, in hi• 
fal'ewell address. called upon 
our nation to observe juatice 
toward all others. "It will,,. h• 
said, "be worthy of & free, en• 

• Jightened. and, at no distant pe• 
riod, a grea.t nation to give to 
mankind the too novel example 
of a people always guided bY, 

n exalted justice. The experi• 
1ent, at least, is recommended.'' 
That recommendation ha.s, in 

!act guided us t~t·oughout most 
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As far back as last September, 

in agreemen with President 
Rhee of Kon•a, the United 
Sta es had proposed that the 
conferencP be h ld at Geneva. 
That proposal had been reject­
ed. \Ve proposed, al o in agree­
ment with Presid n Rhee, that 
the conference should he com­
posed of Communist China, o­
viet Ru::osia, orth Korea, and, 
on th nited Nation side, the 
Republic of Korea and the si -
teen United Nation members 
which had fought in Korea. 
This proposal had been r iected. 

The Communists in i ted that 
a group of Asian "neutrals" 
should be present and that So­
viet Russia would be among 
these "neutrals" and so not 
bound by conference decisions. 

We were able at Berlin to 
settle all these matters. It was 
agreed that a conference will be 
held at Geneva, as we had long 
ago proposed, and that the com­
position will be precisely that 
which the United States, the 
Republic of Korea and the Unit­
ed Nations General Assembly 
had sought. There will be no 
Asian "neutrals'' there. 

Some profess to fear that the 
holding of this conference will 
imply United States recogni ion 
of Communist Chin . That fear 
is without basis. Those through­
out the world who sugge t that 
the prospecth•e Geneva confer­
ence implies recognition a.re giv­
ing the Communists a. ess 
which they could not wln at 
Berlin. The l'esolution adopted 
at Berlln explicitly provides- I 
shall read the text-"it is under­
stood that neithet• the invitation 
to, nor the holding or, the 
above-mentioned confe1·ence 
shall be deemed to imply diplo-­
matio recognition in any case 
where it has not already been 
accorded." 

I had told Mr. Molotov, flatly, 
that I would not agree to meet 
with the Chinese Communists 
unless it was expressly agreed 
and put in writing tha no Unit­
ed States rcognition would be 
involved. 

Move Re lst.ed by lolotov 
Mr. Molotov resisted that pro­

vision to the last. He sought by 
every artifice and device, di­
rectly and through our allies, 
to tempt us to meet with Com­
munist China as one of the fi\•e­
great powers. We refused, and 
our British and French allies 
stood with us. When we went 
into the final session last Thurs­
day afternoon, I did not. know 
what Mr. Molotov's flna.l posi­
tion would be. So far, he had 
not accepted my position. We 
were to adjourn at 7 o'clock. 
At 6 o'clock- just sixty minutes 
befor the final adjournment­
lfr. Molotov announced that he 
would accept our non-recogni­
tion provi o. 

A oviet conces ion of that 
ordeL· ou~ht not to be_ ignored. 




