
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         165           59           926 
 
 

Just what is loyalty to America?, 1954. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JUST JH.AT IS LOYP.LTY TO A1 Ii:RICA? 

April h, 1954 

.,0 alty, my deAr friends, is a supreme virtue - loyAlty to lf, to family, 

to friends, to country, to faith , to God . ,oyalty is a chief test. of character. To 

be steadfast and undeviating :n our devotions to onef' peo lf' or institutions or 

c~uses which ar ceserving of our devotion, to be stea<lfast to them in snite of 

scicrifices which rly be involved or in snite of enticements avrny fro them or in 

sit€' of profit rewards to be djsloyal to then is a chief test of one's char.:icter, 

of one's whole being. ft rljsloyal person s'mply c;mnot be countPd on in the necessary 

coriperative and joint effort whjch it takes to buiJd t e goorl fAlllily, the goor com un:ity , 

the p-ood society, from which institutions all men st8nd to benf'fit and to which there

fore all ~en must M.ve their dependable allegiance. J.oyalty is he cement which holds 

every hum.::in orp~mization together. -:-ri t out i hat a sociation or organization or 

insti tu :ion or family or country falls aor1rt at the very first encounter v ith opposi

tion. 

Freouent y , our loyalt·es express themselves in very simple ways and w'thout 

"'eat cost to ourselves. Other times loyalty may tlemc?nd the sacrifice of our very 

lives . Patriotism is loyalty to one's country, ann it is a form of lo Blty which 

frequently ~e~ands the hiv,hest sacrifice - the sacrifice of life, the word being 

-v hat it is . 

now m one w o is prepared to take advantage of the opportunities which his 

country accords him in education, in th achievement of a career, in the earnine 

of a livelihood, jn security - no one who is reared to take adwintag-e of these 

thins can be unvnJlin to M.ve to his country in return that measure of loyal 

cooperatior, for co'l'lrnon defense and co,-. ·Mon seruri ty for the w 11-bein of all, which 

i r quired of ea.ch and ev r cjtizen. nd this obli~ation is part·cularly coM ellin 
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in a free society, where the citizen is sovereif'l'1 and is therefore self- bound y 

sovereign obli>ations . 

The terms "loyal" and 11 loyc=ilty" derive from the 2tjn, "le lis" or "lex" vrhich 

means law. Fa.:_thful to the law; fc>ithful to the lav of the o-overnment or fait u7_ to 

the sovereipn to whom one is sub·ect . 

Jn a democracy , the citizen i~ subject to no sovereign, an<l his loyalty is 

extended to no nerson, to no prince , to no kin:=;, to nonresident, for th.!lt matter . 

ut it is extended to th government which he himself controls, whjch fre~ men like 

himself help to establish and which free men like himself must de end and nreserve . 

In heing loyal to his countr .. r, there ore, a free citizen is Joyal t his own hiP-hest 

~nri best interests . -1 i thout such loyR.lt.y neither he nor hj s fellow men can long 

en;oy the arlvanta .es of a free so iety . 

/I hun<ired and b enty- fi ve ears a o, . braham I.incoln, in an address which he 

delivered Rt Snrinp'fiel said, 11 ...:!any free countr · es have lost liberty. nn our. may 

lose hers . But if she shall , be it rrzy- prou est plume, not th;;it I was the lac•t to 

dessert, but that J never desserted her . 11 An~ that is "low a free mein s eaks . Iis 

attjtude to his freP country . 

ow the constitution of a free society ljke ours makes ample provjsjon for re

vision ano for change throu hits own channels , through its ovm methods, through its 

own !"'~c iner:v . And the r.ietho .. and the !'1achinery of a free society are indispen able , 

are irrepla<mble, cannot be substii.ute<l for if a free society is to t-e reserved . 

Th refor~ , dislo lty in a free society is of a tro- fold n-ture - it ay expre s itself 

in two ways - it mRy ex ress itself , this ~isloyalty, in outright hostility to the 

free society and in activities to undermine it - that's one form of disloy lty - but 

there is another fo - disJ.o alty to the method of the !!1achinery and the legitim te 

ch~n els of that free societ, ither in ord r toe fectu~te revision Bnd chan,e , or 

to ro ect h~t society~ .ainst s bv r ion or a~inst enemies nhich threaten it fran 

within . In other v,ords , th re are t o ways of beine isl :yci 1 to a free c0untry - one 
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i to attack it and to se J it dectruction outrig~ and the oth r is to tr~ to 

rlefend it v·i th ~lien anct subversive anti-der.1ocratic techniques which in th end 

amounts to the sarie thing - the estruction of thef'ree sor.iety. 

1fow we h~ve hrld in recent years our minds centered only on this first type of 

disloyalty - namely ,he disloyalty of those ho rnulcl by v.i olence overthrow our 

overr.ment. And we have set about in a somewhat hysteric 1_ fashj on to roct out these 

subversives, these communists, from rrovernment and other fields. And there is no 

cr~ticism that could possibly be made of the efforts of a deMocracy and of a democratic 

-"'OVernment to defend themselves against subversion, against sabotage, apain~t enemies ~ 

from within. r-mocracies are destroyed when they lov1er their P.Uard . Democracies 

must not be naive or play the trustinr, fool in the kind of a world in which we live, 

where propaea,nda And espionage and conspiracy are the every-day tools of ~overnments . 

Communjsm, insofar as it sets out violently to overthrow our overnment, must be 

resisted and its infiltration checked. 

Actually, hrnvever, there has been far more smoke than fire in the anti

communi9t campaign in our country. What has been uncovered of communist penetration 

in our P,OVe nment is very small indeed j_n r lation to tl-ie scare headlines v,hich have 

been accorded to it and the fears and apnrehensions which have been aroused in our 

citizenry. The noisiest fellow of all who has battene on this headline publicity 

has note idently uncovered a single communist in any important governm nt position , 

and the American people are still 1,ft in the dark as to the exact number of actually 

disloyal and subversive peo le w~ have been di·missed from overnrient service. There 

s an atter1pt mf\de to nalm off a large "catch-all" fivure of dismissals recently -

dismissals from ,overnment for VPrious reasons, ut when these fj ~es were closely 

investi ted it was found that the nUM r of actual disloyal persons , subversive 

persons , included in that fi )1re was amazin ly small. 

, aoe withouts ·ng that ·n this people of 160 million souls that ar 

com.'7lunit.s, that are spi s, there art=> communists today in every country on the face 
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of thee rth. B1t it is a tribute to the strength of our democracy that there are ., 

so few communists jn our country. And this fact, it would seem to e, oul b our 

stron .:.,est ansvrer to the lying propaganda eminating r-rom the Krem in that the American 

peonle are rlissatisfied with their form of poverment or with their economic ,gystem, 

that thPy're nhRppy, hat they're frettin~ under the yoke of unhanpy circumstances. 

The American neonle hcive been unitP.d against corn:nuni sm. Americro organiz labor 

has been united against comrriunism. The American free nress hAs been united - ~ainst 

com1:unjsm. of America has been solidly ~gainst communism. ''/hy :' hould 
' 

people in the United .States try to play up the sare of communism? WhY give aid and 

comfort to our enemies abroad? Vlho stands to benefit from this building up of the 

communist menace in the United States . Cetainly not the free people of our country. 

I am • nclined to be ieve that there are elements in the ni ted States v1ho like to 

see this communist scare blown up to patholo ;·cal proportions. The reactionaries 

would like it; the Fascists in our mi.dst woul like it; the politically minded 

relipious fund;:imentalists in our midst would like i ; all those who would like to 

exploit the comr1unist scare to throttle free hought, free education, free pulpit, 

a free press - ~11 these would like to see the American peonle obsessed, panicked, 

d th the irleA of com...,unism j n their midst. All those who would d liberate ly confound 

the American mind so that it will not be able to discriminate between what is pro-

es ive, wh~ is liberal, what is efti_timately seeking changes in our forms of 

society, and vrhat is com 1unism. There are people wm would like to se this thing 

carried on - the~eople who v ould like to turn the American peo e int.o a nation of 

snoopers, of informers, of vigilantes, like the Nazis oid in ~ermany where every 

neighbor spied upon his nei hbor and informed the ~overnment . There are those who 

like it - all dema ogues, who would like to ride into ow r on his wave of hysteria 

nd those vho ere behind these demagor,ues who ultimately in end to use them . or their 

purposes, all those who would like to censor our school textbooks and our ibrari s 

And our screen and our sta so that they will conform to wh t they believe i the 
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orthodox, the nroper po~nts of view; all those who would like to dominBte by 

intimi-iation our faculties, our colleges, our clergy; ell thosr> ar . interested in 

keeping the fires burnin ~, in stirring u the fear of communism to unr asonable 

ronortion. 

Therefore I say that it ·snow high time that the American p ople center their 

~ttE>ntion not only on this first type of disloyalty of which I spoke which should 

not be overlooked, of course, disloyalty of those who actually would ]j_ke to destroy 

our povernment; but upon this second t e of disloyalty - those who in the name of 

democracy resort to alien and anti-democratic And anti-American techniques to fipht 

cormru.nism jn th United States. For these too, whether wittin ly or unwittingly, 

consciously or unconsciously, arP enemies of America . Knowingly or blinlly, they 

re enemies of A..,erica because "CotnJ'Tl.unists," as someone, Tb lieve it VTas Ju~tice 

Jackson of the United States Supreme Court, 11 Col11':"unists," he said , 11 are not thP only 

faction which will put us all in mental strairhtj ckets ·" There are other people 

besides com unists who would like to out us in mental strai~htjackets . 

I came across recently a very challen ing and a very ist bing, in a way, book, 

written by ofessor Gomriager of Columbia called "Freedom, Joyalty, and ,issent . 11 

read you one n ra aph from this little volume . 

n c=it do ·1en know of loyalty who make a mockery of the De laration of Independence 

and the 'Rill of Ri hts, whose energies are dedic · ted to stirrin ::, up race and class 

hatreds, who would straightjacket the American smrit? ··ihat indeed o they kJ- ow of 

Americ, the America of Sam Arlams and Tom Paine, of Jackson's defiance of the court 

and Lincoln's celebration of lBbor, of Thoreau's essays on Civil Disobedience and 

Emerson's champion~hip of John Brown, of the America of the Vourierists and the Come-

0 uters 9 ',ho c1mon~ A er · can heroes could meet their tests , who would oe cleared by 

their co ·ttees? 

Jl men are created 

ot r ashington, v,ho was a rebe 1 . rot J f er son , who ,rrote that 

qual nd hose motto w~s • r bellion to yrants is obedience 

to God •" _ Tot arrison, who nublj cly burn d the Constitution because · he was an 
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abolition· st an-:i believed that the Constitution tolerated slavery; or 1V"endell 

Phillips, who cpoke for the underprivile ed everywher and counted himself a 

philosonhicAl anarchist; not Seward of the Higher law or Sumner of racial equality. 

ot Lincoln, who admonished us to have malice toward none, charity for all; or 'dlson, 

ho warned that our flag was 1a flag of liberty of opinion as well o political 

liberty'; or Justice Holmes, who said that our Constitution is an exneriment and 

that while that experiment is being made •we should be eternRlly vigilant a ai.nst 

atteMpts to check the expression of opinjons that we loathe and believe to be fraupht 

with death.' 

r1hat does it mean to be loyal to America - • n a positive way - not erely 

negatively in fighting subversion or in attempting to quar8ntine hostile doctrines . 

Hhat does it mean to be loyal to America? n y judgment it means loralty to the 

Civil ~ights PUaranteed by the Con~titution of the United States, and those w~o violate 

these rights under whatever excuse even though the excuse sees to be terribly 

patriotic, are disloyaJ to tmerica . 

America means no abridpement of freedom of speech or of the press or of the 

right of men to assemble and to discuss freely their comr1on problems, or fre~dom of 

worship. America means that no person shall be compelled in any criminal case to 

be a witness a~ainst himself, and that hol s good of courts of law and of Coneressional 

InvestigPtion colllM.ittees also. 

?rofessor Chafee recently wrote, 11 r.ongress was not desir;ned to d.atermine whether 

one individual is innocent or guilty o . crime or· other miscon uct. Th~t is whPt 

ro'I.J.rts are for." An investigation committee must not be an inquisition committee or 

a persecut·on committee. 

The junior senator of Wisconsin sneers at the fl.fth amendment, to which I have 

just r ferred d holds in contempt those pe ~ who resort to it. The framer of 

the Constitution of the Tnit.ed ~tatec and of the Bill of Rights - wiser men, e ieve, 

than this se ator from 1sconsin - and, believe, as eat patriots, id not sn er 
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at it. They thought it so imnortant thc1t they incorporcc ted it in th basic document 

of the American government. I am inclined "':,o believe that the Senator h·nself, 

if he erer ot into a ti s::ht pinch, would be the first T"an to resort to that fifth 

amendnent., just as this same Senator, who denied the pPople whom he called u before 

him the ri gh to queRtion witnes es,is the first one to demand the ri h , for hj mself 

;n the for hcomin ~ investigation. ,ihat is ood for the poose is cynically not good 

for t he g~ nder, or the other waya-oun. 

And speaking of thi s forthcomjn g invPstigation - am wondering hether the 

American peo le is no being taken for a ride. ere is a committee whose chairman 

and v1hose chief counsel are to be investi ated because of certain char ges v,hich 

they m~ e 8P-ainst the army, and this connnittee, instead of referrin the 1hole 

jssue to another, to an impartial committee not directl involved, decides to 

investi ate ·tself. ut str8ngely enough the co1nsel, whom this committee finally 

f" elec after weeks of searching is found to be a. , an who is a viol nt partisan of 

enator cCarthy, whose ~ out to raise money f or his re-election in 1952, w~o 

attacked nrofessorR at Harvard for darin to critic~ze enator fcCarthy - this is the 

man who is to carry on this investigati on. Figure it out for yourself - for clean, 

unimpeachable, judicial pro ~dure thi s is somethinr n w. 

'mat is meant ·n being loyal to America 9 Tt means beine loyal to hrn.er2ca's 

leadersh·p, mor8l an<l spiritual leadershi p in the worl d today. nd these incidents 

of hysteria, of panic, of persecu i on, of smear•·n , of undermining the prestige 

of America al l over the world, .::is we se daily f rom the newspapers - makinrr us the 

J.aut;hin -:. stock, in many instances. Jn this critical time when so much han .s in the 

balance, hen the vo.:.ce of merica should ring out crystal clear on basic human 

issues it is being istorted b thesP voices - lo1d, raucous, unauthentic, un

American - v hich ·peak for .America at this time. 

1 8t oes it me2n to be loyal to America? t means to dare to be a ron-conformist 

at all times - not for the sake of non-conformity, for the sake of greater i eals. 
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America is not something fixed and finished and static. To society is, unless 

society is bepinning to die of senescence. ny youna vi~orous society must be 

progressive, must adjust itself to new conditions. The genius of America has 

been expfrimentation, darin , to do the new thine when conditions warra ted it. 

These spiritual rebels, these non-conformists, these people who dar to be different 

who dare to defy the majority, who frequently led the 

eBter heights of achievement . hnd it is loyalty to 

erican people forVlard to 

erica to remain loyal to this 

orjnciple of the right of non-conformity - not to try to stifJe men who happen to 

express opinjons which are not Ppproven 8t the ~oment bv the ~ajority of the oeonle. 

:r·..:..nalJ. , loyalty to meric ~.s loyalty to the princip2l purpose of preserving 

our characteristic way of life, our free instituti0ns, our civil liberties, our 

e hod, our machinery, our de"'locratic a aratus, ·without which a free democracy 

car. .ot long eniure; to try t.o preserve that as our eBtest and most. significant 

to m nkinci in +h:::.s tv,entiet.h century, when these very methods and machinery and 

apparatus of free men have been distorted by half of mankind, are bein. rejected, 

are beinrr challenged . It is of especial importance th8t free,hmericans at this 

time scrupulously guard these time-tested techniques of American life . 

'l1hat is to be loyal to America. There :is no other tes of lo. alty . Oaths, 

loyalty ple l ges , these are formalities , so etimes unwise formal·tjes, hich do r.ot 

o to the heart of things, to the roots of things . The a·sloyal erson, the con

spjratoriaJ comrnun·st, is not afraid to take an oath to cover up . Loyalty is a 

thing of the inside of man - inside his heart and inside his mind - it 1s a matter 0 1 

basic att; tu es . Loyalty ncl love are not s parable . You are 1 oyal to the thing 
loyr1lty 

that you l ove. If there is no lo e for the thing ther. forr 1al expressions of in.: re 

of little worth and cai, ificPn e . :re oueht to be ·n to re-emphasize in our thinking .•. 

this one t, of oyalty and the two types of disloyalt to ,hich h .ve referred . 

The An rican peoDle must , ioned that they can be d~sloyal to america, sometimes 
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unconsiously , when they resort to un- American, a ~en devices , t chniques , procedures 

to protect and defend the American way of life . 

have con iden e jn the ood sense of the American people . t ill assert 

itself :in the lnng rm . _ think it is be · nning to assert it elf, but th orocess 

can be hastened if inteJ li pent citizens, r11en an women , rould b alerted , • o lld make 

the@selves heard an0 r:o to permit those who ~o not represent t~er11 royally qive the 

impression to the vTOrld thc1t they speak for them or thin!< for them , or act for them . 

• 
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