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FRsRover Sermon 

April le, 19S 

Der Priends, the sea i. Rll ~r,ound 1; s &s ·e t ... ink of F~ssov ,r . 'lhe 

very miracle of f assover ls the crossing of the ed .. ·ea. " 1'hP c f,riot s 

of FhAroeh And his host hPth Pa c&st into th ses ~nd his picked off cers 

Are sunk in th~ Ee d ea." Th is is part of the" ' one by the Se" hich 

f\:trtam sHne as she led the maidens 8fter her liith timbrels and danc ng 

½hen the children of Israel pes$ed over the h ed ~ev, ~alkjnc on drv lBnd 

in the midst of the sea. 

The .. e a Vv& s the boundRry be ween ◄ f.:YP ~nd the open ro~d to fr edon -

to the Fromlsed Land - the bo1 nd rv bet'f'een slflvery 8nd freedom. 

And he Sea BS the supreme place of ,e.ti e for the peo le of I reel. 

fhey had been led br 1 oses ou~ from the f\l8ve-pens of Fgypt find they 

came finally to the shor8s of the Hect. Se8, 

wilderness shut the1n in on three sides ~nd 

,re they encem ed. T e 

,fore them ,ci .. t e Se . 

The tharofih v.i th fill hi .. horses Bnd chariots and 1 s 8rmv h&d ., 

pursued the leeine Israelites, ~nd now they \Jere~ pro~chine them RS they 

lay enc ,mped b,_r the , 'eA . And hPre they fo 1nd them Rel ve s, the Children 

of Isrfle l , entrEtpped! Death behind them ln the FdVf1ncine: ' eYrtifln hoRt~ 

end dee th before them n the ea. And , says t },e Bible , 1·'11hAy were grestly 

afraid." And hAre wa th ir hour of testine. ,~ov, ·011ld the Chjldren 

of IsrBel react to thiR dRnger, this men~cet 

1Jell th~r rRActed q1ite nAtLr lly ~- erst hile .lAves ~ould und r 

such circ mRt~ncA . 'I'hev rA ised their vo ces in bit .r l~ment ~nd in ., 

com_rla nt Ae:~ inst ~·oses, ,'foses who ha.ct. led theri out fr·om thP slflVf-!r, of 

gypt: n Is it becAuse there are no gravev rds in ◄ . ~pt that yo have 

taken us w· 1 to die in he ., ildernes ? ihAt h~ve you don , o us in 
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bringing us o t of ~gypt~ Js not thls ,_ hat v-e hfl.ve s~id to you in 

,eyrt: et us A.lone find let us be slRves to the EeyptiAns! Jt wouJd 

have been hetter for us to hAve rPmFined slcV< s to tho 'gypt anR thRn to 

die here 1n e ·ilderness. 

And here it is - the unfailing re ction, the clBssic reBction of 

men who hFve no objection to fre Adom provided no risks nd no dan~ers 

ar, att ched to it - rovided the .. , <lo not h ve to .ay a high price for 

it; other-ise they prefer to remBin slrves, for at least they heve he 

primitive animal sec rlt·;r of ~laves \ ho Rre needed by their PRters . 

1J'hese children of Israel were to conplBin Bnd to murmur time and 

time again; durine; tr e next 40 years when they andered throu h the v,ilder

ness they would complHin ·hen there " s no food or ·b n tbere f. s no food 

to their liking, when ther. w~s scarcity of water or brackish ~~ter. 

11
' ·ould that ~e had died b~ t h e hand of +he Lord in the land of :-'g;ypt 

hen we sat by the fleshpots E-<nd te br Bd to tr e full.,. nd they vere 

ready time and ~gain to stone and ¥11] thP-ir l,ader, r oses. 

'I1hese redeemed slflves •ere not realJ., pPsRionately hune:;ry for free

dom. The.,r \ ere hungry for th fish, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, 

the onions, and the garlic which they hf-Id by the fertile bRnks of the 

river ile. And so here by these w s their snprerne testine;. oses 

tries to meintain their rnor8le - ''Do not be frEiid. , t8nd firm; nod lll 

help you.' And 'ose s, bo loved his pPople de rly, nov- pra rs to God, and 

'1od s • y s to r·ose s, " ·hy do you cry to me? peak unto the people of Israel 

and let them MO Ve forw~rd. ' "no for £\rd, into the se8 . " hy not? 

Pave they no faith? Or iR it not better to p~rish in the sep th~n to 

ret rn to thesl~ve-rens to the l~sh of he tRsk-m~ster, to th. torment 

and the degr d~tion of .~eypt'?" An~, sb.ys thA Hlbl , t} children of 

I rael went into the midst of the s ,F. 

Anrt here e leter ahbts Rgked a very enetr~tine 1. uestion - ,. Fow 
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is this rossible . If th.v ~ent into the sea, \hy oPs t~ . Bible sPy u ·on 

the dry gro ind? And if they v, .nt upon the dry eround , -w h.,r do s i spy 

"into tre rn1dst of the sAa'? hl i. to te&ch, R y t.he L8bbis . Fere 

gain the~ rev 1 ,heir profo1nd und rBtend1ng of tljs h1ng cPl]ed 

free om, ~s the do time Bnd fEPin of many other prec ous vel s of um n 

life. This i~ to teach thRt t e sea was divided onlr 2fter Isr·el c•d V 

ste ped into it and the aters hE-1 d reached to their ver,,r movth , to ' eir 

verv nostrils. C'nly then did it b,come drv .. land. 

Th t's ho, their fflit:-i ,as te~ted, flnd for ,llru:i telv tbr- tood e 
" 

test. This, v hen you c0me to think of it, deBr fri1 ncls, is t , l' i:t l 

miracle o F a ., sover. ~ot that the sea w~s split nd so th eople alk d 

through it on ry land, but that tre eopl ~ hect he cour~ge tom rch 

into th. se& - un fraid. The pE"ople were re Hr d to .ie for th ir 

liberty. nd so they WP.re redeemed. n RO the dangero11s 1v, t ,rs hj ch 

threatenP.d to eneulf trem ere divided fin 

right hAnd and on }~ r lAft and , and 

e a.me fl ell to hem on their 

,v P1oved tr roueri he he rt or 

the sea on drv lAnd . ., 

Th , had f'ai th ~ n rod 1 'Phfl:r t elieved t 

moment before the / st~ ped into th ed Sea the p ,ople ere divid,d no 

four classes "' o hRd four different opinions rs to ih to do und ,r the 

circu1nstance . One cl~ss d, ' L t us throvv ot.rselves in o 1, e ~. Eind 

erish. here j s no hoJ e. for t i s. e're beBten, ~ ' •r . c~ught. I Bth r 

than fall nto the h an·1s of the :1 gy ti1;,ns, let's con1r 1it suiojde b. hrow-

ing ours .lves in+-0 .he se . '' 

~he second group SBi' 

id t th '' lA f t T~oJ.d f st . • ' o se 8A o , erri, o \. I f s . • 

'Let us go back to ', CJ"V t (..;,J , • crn 't com te 

with the mit:ht of th s re : t hF!roah and his £reat hoRt. .et 's return, 

ubm _t. '' 

t e R 

os s R id to t ,m, 

ti. n ." 

Rve f~ th, and you 11 never Bf8 n s .e 

T ere wfs at ir cl R. \ho j , 'r, , t ts fi ·r:.. th , .. ~gypt1 ns. Let 's 
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make war on them . hBt ' s our onl., horP nd S81Vhtion . 'oses s~1d 

unto them, "God 11 Wkge the r r for vou . Don't rely pon yo r [t I'llU~ • 
I! ., 

Ther . V'. s fl fourth cl ss thPt S , i , 1Le us n~ke no se . Let ll S sho • 

et us try to c ive th , _mpresR on ~s f ·e V'erP 8 rn:! ht r host r e 8. a,r to 

rot ·, fir on the fYptj ns. 1 ~ort of a cold ~flr . Pofles sf¾ld unto them, 

uYou be silen t . T e only th:! ne to do 11ndP.r th , c rcurristancAs is 1ust ., 

move f'or ·~rd . rr rnst in God. Se 8 v hf-t h p enR . Let the11 ·v st llove 

forv ard .11 1
0 eople hfl s ever been redeP.me<l or cRn PVP-r he redP. eP d , j hout 

fa th - fat 

its 1 eRls. 

n God , fRith in its ... lf , fflit . . n :!. t.s <l stiny, f ith in 

To indi v:!.du~l ~ho ' fl s ever confronte<l w:t th ser:! ous dRnP-er ...., 

ms ev ,,r ShVed i thout f i th nd v, i tho t courage . The se is slJ fl round 

us - al eys l Great testin severe trials , tribuletjons , feBrs , enemies 

fror-i witho'lt , ene1ri es f ·oM ithin; of'tentimeR Men feel themse-Jves trEpped 

in the ilderness of the:lr life . rii,._,ey don ' t kno-v~ vhf-it to do - ev1render, 

destroy themse lves, beat ReP _n t s t one 11 in futile w~r 8nd bell:! f r-

ency . rte:; e~k unto the ca·.i..ldr An of IRr~el . trus t Jet th .1:1 ste dfest1y in 

faith nd in col rf1ee cRrry on . .. ' omethine vd_J 1 breBk . Ther r: ls ' God 

in the v1orld_; 'e are not al ne . ShHre vour burden wlth the T,ord 1-i nd he 

wi11 help yo11. In everv generEition, sfly the TElg'.£RdBh , men ·e vty-

boun<i to look upon t ems Pl ves . s j f ,he~ t 8msel v s ·ere there snd hfld 

been redeAmed fr m E ypt . . his i not merely a story of fOO re rs Po -

en Rnc tent 1 gend of ~n ensl~ved re ple th~t HS r de •-I11ed . This s ~rour 

story ~nd my story . This is h story of everv een ,r~tion of men . 1'his 

s a storv of everv people on eP.rth - hoever sought liberation from 

phys cal danger , from Rpir 1\Fl d8ngers , fr· 0P1 bese , , ine; fears , frol"l ell 

forms of slAver: . or us, ews the meaning of t r e Jesach o courRe 1s 

perenni 1 . 'J1 me i,nd ae;ain our eo le faced ttB d8nf:ers of th sea , the 

ra ine- , the 1")oarine , t e s a; pers c 1ti 0n , poe;rorns , e).lles , slBv ry ; 

man __ lost coura ; mnny ave u 1.n des a:, r ~ P1An~ surrHndered to the enemy , 
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to all forms of. slaverv; somA snr·renct.ered to eaRe Hnd to e · I dj Pncy and 

to asslmil tion. These are elRo forITTs of slRver~r. Rnt t e f ithful, 

the fAi thful, Rl F1ys rerr1eP1b ,red t:ie sae:8 by the Hed ~ea, ~nd the,,r tool< 

courage. 

ft fter thA deRtruction of 'T'h e 
., 

~mple ln thA 6th centurv R. r.. , . :! n ., 

the e .x le of our peon le Jn Ah' l 0n, the ,, h n l J n t i onal J.j f'e v f s shBttered. 

he r leAder 8re destroyed; the s8nctuHry of the r l?Od ·Hs in ruins; 

they ,er~ in ex le, Fmong enem1es, brok en. ~~e prophet Ezekie l le.scribes 

their spir i t 8S thRt of a v Blley of dePd bones. Pnd y e t in ttst ~our 

the gre a t prophet ¼ho spok J for the gen 1s of Tsr~ el, I I Iscifih, s oke 

to t }, e people, built up t~eir courHee Hnd their morale h reminding t em 

h at ha h pp e ned centurie~ before ~1th their forefbthers as they left 

Egypt. 

'hr.J Hs t not 'Jlmu, nod, th8t did t d r u the se8, 
thP vpters of the greHt deep? 
mh Rt didst make the rlert s of ,he s e~ a HY 
for the rede Pmed tops. over? 
p, n<l therefore tLe ransomed of the Iord sh?ll return, 
And co1"1e .ith s np .. n f: to Zion; 
c, ,erlHRtine- jov ... h B11 he upon their he"ds: 
,.., ff" R H 11 obt~d n joy nd r lfl dne ss, 
And sorro 8nd Ri~hing sh~ll flee 'P r· ., . 

'rhBt 's bePn the motif of t. e\ s life th?n1.rhout t e cent ri .s. . \ 'ere 

al 8YS rem nded to .·ememher ,e;ypt. ~1he fir t Lomn18ndrnen, - I Pm the I ord 

Thy ~od ,ho broue:ht the o t of t he l a nd of '. v.f t , OU t o f re h0\.1 se Of 

bondage. In ouP ov.n d y, in oux· own e-enerBt on, the e·re test in le 

tra g edy in c.Te\t\ ish history befell our eo le; a housBnd t.Tewish comr1unities 

n .urop e ere lRid te; ale sectors of Te ish culture end le rning -

l ife - were ra7,ed to the eround . ~ix million of ou1' eople p Prished in 

gas chambArs. et in thRt ~ry hour of s 0 emjnely spjritual I'ru tr8tion fnd 

total defe t, in hat hour of de a th, our .o lA h rl ,h~ cour ge .o resume 

life gain with faith and co\1rage <>nd to bu ld on th . ruin~ . nd in thBt 
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da.rkest hour of our h . story tie third Tewish corunon eAl h Wf· S 1 e-esteblished 

on the soil of JsrRel . h1stor r of ., 

tre v. orld than this re boun<lin and s lf-rPplen hlne: f 8 i th of our r eor,le 

11,hich bee;Rn its hlstory as "tl- ose J h , go do n to the seR and t ose \<, o 

come u ag :tn . 

For 3500 years no we hFve been celebr - 1ng t}e festive] of 

fassover; many seas - seas of blood nd tears Vierf· all about us . Rut 

we follov ed the cor<irn Rnd whJ_r.h \\fiR P-iven to .. oses for us - "Sree k unto 

the Ch ldren of' IRrRel 8nd ,iust let them move forv¥flrd . .. 

" ght J sRy t at the \ orld today is encarnped by fl sea , b , .. the ed 

~es - cPll it the ~ea of com unism . ~hat Se8 too is the bo ndary bet~een 

freedom nd slavery , nd the enemy is all C\bout free eoples threetening , 

and many Hre afraid, m ny ht-,velost heart , any h~ve deserted to the enemy , 

ma ny have lost faith in 1 ibertv end ln democr cy , ,,nd many others think 

that the only hope fo • democrac-v 11 es ln t he 11 Bomb or in the .. omb , ln 

arms , i n f i ghting , in shouttng, in 8rR - hot Wfrs , cold w~rs; they 

have forgotten that wen it comes to the great nd enduring ideals of 

humanity there is something ... for ~od :tll Bee the er for you . _Tave 

faith ! ShRre vour fAith with CTod ... I Am afr~id th~t ¼e have lost that ,. 

faith in rod in th sage of ours . A sePm to be entirely worrjed ebout 

the enemy and the risk instead of movine steHd1.ly for flrd tote building 

of the be Rt ktnd of R v orld of vv 1.ch v e are CflpPble here flt ome l➔ nd the 

remaining fre e ¼orld . ·~eh ve lost confidence in our inne r strength . 

··e hRve lost th8t confidence 1. R s oul l be 0urs h t th dark forces 

of slavery 8nd dictatorship, ins ite of their m'ny Horses n d ch8riots , 

are bound to sink 1 ke 1 fid :i.n the 1 ighty v ters of history . Rec~ Re 

e hA ve lost coniidence , we hRve bee;un to do mf!ny foolish things , many 

angHrous ,hing . . , eh ve surrender .d ourselves to rleRpair nd o self-
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depreciation . ·'e seem to hRve denied thP spiritua l in man and the r o er 

of ideas and ideals to hAJ.p save the 1.vorld . Because v., e Rl'e s'rBid of 

~tfllins and ft Blenkovs we turn to _ "cCarthys . Recf\use we fear rop ganda 

we resort to censorship . Bec&use we f ear subverslon \e turn to sup resslon . 

Because we Rre in a Rpir:ttual funk we have turned to intole! flnce nd to 

terrori zFit ion . And we, the e-re C' t fre e p e ople of the v.,or] d , who hBve 

been singled out to £ ve le8dership to rnankind, ;e see:rn to be nn8ble &t 

this hour to eive the fr Ae world anything but 8r:rn~ and ~ore ~rms , ~nd 

little else ! And the fr e e \ orl<l hf's become afraid of 01.1r obse:.,sion with 

military force ~s t h e so~4 ~eapon i ,his l ong strue gle of the yeBrs to 

come V\ ith dictBtorsh-tp . Ver.,r little seems to emanflte fr·om , f!S ine;ton 

except v. ar and talk of fir , Hrms Bnd r~1ore arms, bombs 8nd more bombs , 

!llilitary RlliBnces ~nd riorc-'l rnilitF,r y slli nces . F 0 ith in hum n ide ls 

and democracy Find reconclllRtion Hnd compromise Bnd peEice - th nes for 

vhich mankind is hungry today HS it stand b the WRters of the Fed See . 

Ve seem to hBve lost cour~e;e jut to move for flrd along our own i.ey . 

I believe t flt Pa --sover has a messHe;e to mflnk ind todftv - to our 

country and to t e rest of the free world . r he se is f.lJ aroun<l us , but 

let us not be riven by febr to ret rn to the V• HYS of Egy t , to ch ins -

self- impose chein. , t&.skrnflsters , and to scourges ·rj ch will he set 

over the free thought of mEHl al 1 in the nft e of security , bll in the 

name of ~etriot:J.sP1. , all in the name of freedom . Th er·e come moments in 

human history when e people h ~ , o hBve new irth off 1th before it 

can have a new birt}· of freedo . " 1r v.orld hes lost ~ith in itself , in 

its idP-als . - el te~_ous people ould Ravo r ~orJd h~s lost faith in God . ., 

.ankind seems to feel todRy th t it fl lone ls 111akine }1_j stor~r - m nk1 nd 

n~ver makes history Vv t ort tr e ·r ill and the cooperation of God . If 

we had more faith in God Rnd in the things of <1-od , in t he s iritual 

values v h ch f'!od set for rnflnk ind , v e 1J 1ould be fl1cing the fut\ r·e tod~y 

11th much e;re ter confidence, r lying on the t1111m~te , the inner t1· .ngth 
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of libPrtv 8nd freedorri i:,nct de.r1ocr cv to ·:tn out n7,h , \,orld find not 
V 

V 

fall .ni;,- b ck rir upon e ons ~h ch 're lik .lv to· e out the 

ole of m nkind . 

esach s a fest v 1 of freedom . Jt too · fl R 8 c al) .n e of 

i~t torsh r.nd RlRver,,r , th . d nir•l of f1· , .ctom o hum n beine;s , bu 

the v ctorv of ssov .r .:=i~ not a victorv of E1rm8 . _'he v ct.or·v of 

Fa~sover was that the. Pople hid fjrRt of all the kind of 

hich ins1 ired them to ~8nt freedom to mov 
... 

out End o 

cont. nue to rnov . -for 'Eird, n pi f> of ell cl8ngers ..,,hich ese th .m , to 

the romised I an . 'T'hRt k nd of d ai th end tl &t lrind of ,., le:: ders ---P 

our .orld needs tod8V . I prFty t.h~t __ t m b , s1 f'nted us b fo1·t e;r .a .r 

traeedies overt ke t humc n r~ce . 
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I 
is this ,possible? If they went into the sea , why does the Bible 

I 

sav uoon the drv eround. and if they went upon the dry erou nd > why - f - .., , 
does ;it say "into the midst of the sea"? This is to teach, say the 

I 

Rabb{s, that the sea was divided only after Israel had stepped into 

it up to their faces . Only then did it become dry land. 

Thus was their faith tested , and fortunately they met the 

test. This is the real miracle of Passover . Not that the people 

I 
had ~he courage to march into the sea--una f raid . In the final analysis 

I 
the people were prepared to die for their liberty, and so they were 

I 
redeemed. The dangerous waters which threatened to engulf them were 

I 

divi~ed and became a wall to them on their right hand and on their left 

I 
han~, and they moved through the heart of the sea on dry \and 

I 
They had faith in God! They believed! Our sages say that at 

that moment before they stepped into the Red Sea the people were 
I 
I a 

divided into four classes each of which had/di ffe rent opi nion as to 

what to do under the circumstances. One c l a s s said "Let us throw ourselves 

into the sea and perish. There is no hope for us. Rather tha n fall 

into the hands of the Egyptians, let us connnit suicide by throwing 

ourselves into the sea." Moses said to them, ''Hold fast. Hold fast . " 

The second group said, "Let us go back to Egypt . We cannot 

• 
compete with the might of Pharoah and his army." Moses said to them, 

''Have faith, and you will never again see the Egyptians." 

A third class said , ''Let us fight the Egyptians . 

• 

I 
I 
I 

I 

' 
' 

I 

' 

' 
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our onl:r lo •P 1-nd ~l .. ).v:,tjon. ~·os<:ls s ,..•ld 

nto tr.em, 
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fE;ith f .. ~11· ....... "n ~oa" .,, ' I .!..• l. f J f ' 1 t• R_ ,n ln i. ts -lf, 
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i~ the •ilder· ~gs of the5 r life. 
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J . , l, 

t . )' 
.. . ~· . , 



-4-

That is our only hope and salvation." Moses said unto them , "God will 

wage tl1f:: war for you. De not rely '.!pon your ~rms . " There was a fourth 

class that said, "Let us make noise. Let us shout. Let us try to give 

the impression that we were a mighty host ready to go to war on the 

Egyptians." Moses said unto them, "Be selent. Move forward: Trust in 

God." No people has eve 
ever be redeemed without 

faith--faith in God, faith in itself, faith in its destiny, faith in 

its ideals. No one confronted with serious danger was ever saved without 

faith and without courage. The sea is all around us--always! Severe 

trials, tribulations, fears, enemies from without , enemies from within; 

oftentimes men feel themselves trapped in the wilderness of their life • 

• They do not know what to do--surrender, destroy themselves , beat 1. 

against a stone wall in futile belligerency . "Speak unto the Children 

of Israel." Just let them be steadfast in faith and have the courage to 

carry on. Something will break. There i s a God in the world; we are 

not alone. Share your burden with the Lord and he will help you. ·· "In 

every generation," says the Haggadah , "men are duty-bound to look upon 

themselves as if they themselves had been redeemed from Egypt.'' This is 

not merely an ancient legend of an enslaved people that was redeemed . 

This is your story and my story. This is a story of every generation of 

• 

men. This is the story of every people who ever sought liberation from 

physical danger, from spiritual dangers, from besetting fears, from all 

forms of slavery. For us the meaning of the Exodus is perennial. Time 

and again our people faced the raging and roaring sea: persecution, 

pogroms, exiles, slavery: many lost courage : many gave up in despair; many 

surrendered to the enemy, . . 



• 

• • 

• 

to assiinilBtion. 

f.fLnr th 

tho , 

h i . . t 1i . e r s r J. r _,_ 

.in 

~·.S th:-d~ of f1 v; llP-y of dc-;::.:d. bo!'l.c~ , ., , Yl(l 

11 ·-•,'H s it n0t 'Jh1u, 110 , t.hr1t rlidst. c'r..... lJ> tho s<~~i, 
t.r.i=- \'· P ~rs c•f , .1'? [_)'cir , <~.r~op? 
'7hF:t di(lst. :rlf'.:(8 t.ht=- <.:--r-t::s of t.r:c ... ;.. F Y·,("iy 

for thr ... re<lP-c .r-:2d to , ~~~ 0"'1 :}r? 

E. C .... ' 

j !:. t , t· t r, 0 l 1. r 

s nk.e 

_..!nd thnr:•fore tl. . .,o:>d Rhf·ll rPt ;r•. , 

,.,, 

E:n<l Cf"'{1.~ ·.·J .. th ~:d .. r- ·- .ip-- tn Zlon_: . .,, 
~: rf'1•lr- • t 1nf .1<\, ~ . • ).1 r:e ,.pon t l:r he ds; 
'i'hff• F- . {'].]. 0 ,t:,) n n r l ;t··l (' .L[l(ln""~~.s 

}1 nc·t ~or·_.,,.._ . , . ..---cl ,. ~~ ·- ·J. y· .·- c::h' 1 ·J f c'c- ....... ,..J 1• 
, • J. o. I 1,'\ ,- J L .. '-•.,. _ • 1 _ ., _. " -'- • • • <. t < " • 

b0,:,'!'1 t..f' r:ott:' of te ,s 

0 '· G f' 

. 5.n 

l_fe ::-er-:lr. : .tt .< .. to "' . - , Ol,-' __ , l .. 

0 O 
~,qn-::::t . } 1 .. . ,Or''i 

<.. • 

f , ... - ' : nd 



-5-

to all forms of slavery; some surrendered to ease and to expediency and 

tc a~similation. These 8r~ ~1~0 forms of slavery. But the faithful 

always remembered the saga by the Red Sea, and theytook ~courage. 

After the destruction of the Temple in the 6th century B.C.E. 

national life was shattered. The leaders were destroyed; the 

sanctuary of God was• i~ ... ·ru.i~ they were in exile among enemies, 

broken. The prophet Ezekiel describes their spirit as that of a 

valley of dead bones and in that hour the prophet Deutro Isaiah spoke to 

the people , built up their courage and their morale by reminding them 

what had happened centuries before as they left Egypt. 

' ''Was it not Thou, God, that didst dry up the sea, 
~e waters of the great deep? 
'f~at didst make the depths of the sea a way 
for the redeemed to pass over? 
And there f ore the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come with singing to Zion; 
Everlasting j oy shall be upon their heads; 
They shall obtain joy and gladness , 
And sorrow and sighing shall flee away" 

Passover has been the motif of Jewish life throughout the centuries. We 

were always reminded to remember Egypt . The first Commandment speaks 

of God as the Lord Thy God who brought thee out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of bondage. In our own generation a thousand 

Jewish communities in Europe were laid waste; whole sectors of Jewish 
I 

• 

culture and learning--life--were razed to the ground. Six million 

of our people perished in gas chambers. Yet in that very hour of 

seeminglys:,iritual frustration and total defeat , in that hour of 

death, our people had the courage to resume life again with faith and 

courage and to build on the ruins. In that 

• 

r 

• 
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I 
... , 

I 

darkes~ hour of our history the third Jewish commonwealth was ,, 
I 
,\ 

re-established on the soil of Israel. There is no comparable saga 
I 
I' 

in the history of the world than this rebounding and self-replenishing 

faith of our people which began its history as "those who go down to 

the sea and those who com~ up again." 

For 1500 years now we have been celebrating the festival of 

Passov~r; many seas of blood and tears have faced us but we followed 

I 
the command which was given to Moses for us--"Speak unto the ~ildren 

[ 
of Israel and just let them move forward." 

/ The world today is encamped by a sea, by a Red Sea--call it the 

Sea of communism. That Sea too is the boundary between freedom and 
I 

slav~ry, and the enemy is all about. Many have lost heart, many have 

deserted to the enemy, many have lost faith in liberty and in democracy 

and many others think that the only hope for democracy lies in the 

A Bomb or in the H Bomb, in arms, in fighting in shouting . in wars-

hot wars, cold wars; they have forgotten that when it comes to the 

enduring ideals of humanity there is something other ... for God will 

wage the war for you Have faith! Share your faith with God ... I am 

afraid that we have lost that faith in God in this age of ours. We , 
• 

seem to be preoccupied with the enemy and the risks instead of moving 

steadily forward to the building of the best kind of a world of which 

we are capable here at home and in the remaining free world. t'e have 

lost confidence in our inner strength. We have lost the confidence 

that the dark forces of slavery and dictatorship . in spite of their 

. . 
many ~orses and chariots, Bfe bound to sink like lead in the mighty 

waters of history,and because we have lost confidence , we have begun 

·· to do many foolish and dangerous things. We have surrendered ourselves 

to despair and to self-

f 
I 

,-




