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THE ALPHABET OF DESTRUCTION 

April 25, 195l.1 

..• (m-.c hine defect ) v,hen panic strikes you like a storm and your calamity 

comes like a whirlwind . " I did not grasp the full meaning of that phrase until 

recently, v1hen on March first the Hydrogen omb was exploded . It sent the kind 

of terror to the hearts of men everywhere and struck them as a panic strikes, like 

a storm, and they saw their ca l ar,iity coming like a whirlw:ind . l e had hardly re­

covered from the earlier H- bomb explosion back in November ' 52, concerning which 

we had been given but scanty information . 'ore detailed information was given 

about the second te s t exnlosion . And mankind was suddenly confronted with the 

oossj_bility of its own tot;:il destruction at its ov1n hands . Out of the nhysicist ' s 

test-tube, the Aladjin Lamp of the laboratory, there h d come forth a genie of 

fury, of devastation and of death ·which the wilde s t and the wierde s t imar;:i_nation 

of man could not have conjured. up as recently as ten years a Bo . 

J,_fankind has had reason in the nast to fear incidents of mass destruction -

pla _ 1es, floods , earthquake s, drought and famine, invasion and slaur hter - but IE ver 

anything like this l Not this wh:rlvrj nd of fiery radiation , which is capable of leaving 

whole cities and provinces and their populations just charred ashes and debris . 

e used to ima~1'.ine when we were children of "death- rays . " It was part of the wild 

fantasy of the inflamed ima ,ination of people . 1 ell , the "death- rays" a r e here . 

Ten years a P;o in r ew l!exico the first atomic bomb was exploded. Han had dis­

covered the secret of snlitting apart atoms of heavy matter to set free vast amounts 

of energy .. And it used i t fir s t and foremost in the making of a bomb . And that 

atomic bomb which was dropped ten years Rgo in rew Pexico had the explosive oower 

20 million times that of TNT . It Vias a bomb of that category which was dropped 

up .... n Hiroshima , you wi l l recall , and wiped it out , with some 60 , 000 people , in 

a second . 'fe were horrified v1hen that HiroRhima event took place and Vii th the 
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appalling destruction which was wrou~ht there and the even more apnalling potentials 

which thAt event revealed. Suddenly a curtain was lifted upon a new type of v1arfare, 

a vmrfare of total annihilat:i.on. Some neople came to have great frigh"s a result 

of it and some came to have a deep sense of guilt and sin. And foremost among 

them who had a deep sense of guilt and sin about this bomb was the creator of the 

bomb itself . Dr . J. Robert Oppenheimer , 1nho is now char ~ed v,i th not creating the 

H- bomb q11ick enough, said, ttJn some crude sense which no vulgarity, no humor , no 

overstatement can quite extinguish, the nhysicists have known sjn (ever since that 

bomb was drooped in 1945), and this j s a knowled~e which they cannot lose ." For 

the work of their hands and their brains was put to frightful uses, altogether 

unima ,ined by them when they first set out to wrest this terrible secret from the 

heart of the elements. 

Other people comforted themselves wjth the thou ht that after all this bomb 

which was dronped on Jiroshima did hasten the end of the war. To that extent trey 

thought it was justified . Others comforted themselves with the thought the nited 

c.:tates , bein~ then in sole possession of that terrible weapon of war, that the 

Soviet wj 11 not dare to challenge the military might of the f ree na tj_ons of the 

world and that the world would now have peace . The world did not have peace . Korea 

foL_owed, c>nd tensions mounted . And then it was discovered thc-1t the Soviet itself 

had develoned an A- bomb of its own. And the great comfort vanished from the hearts 

of P'len . 

Seven years later , in Jovember of 1952, another alphabet-bomb of destruction 

made its debut on •farshall Islands - the P~rdrogen Bomb . This, we are informed, is 

no lonc:rer a fission bomb, but is called a fusion bomb, that is, atoms of extremely 

light elements of hydrogen are fused to ether anri in the process vast amounts df 

enere:y are released, far greater than is released by fission. In fact this H-bomb 

which wc1s drooped in the ,arshall Islands in 1952 was 250 times as powerful 8S the 

Ptomic bomb. The H-bomb which was exnloded th t year was equal to five million tons 

of 'J1 IT . 
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It appears , from what the scientists tell us , that the A- bomb is now ·what we 

cR 1 the tr·g~er for th new hydrogen bomb . The A- bob produces th necessary 

te 1oerature to make this fusion bomb of hydrogen possible . Jt appears too that 

the - bomb can be m nufactured much more cheaply than the A- bomb , which required 

costly inerals , rare minerals . o when the second ff- bomb was exploded in 4'arch 

of this year , it really shook the world, and voices were raised everyv,here , in 

hjgh circles and in low , demanding an end of this experimentation wi h wholesale 

death . The nope called for the 01tlawinr, of the A-bomb and the . - bomb . Other 

reli~ious leRders spoke up in indipnation, in wrath, and in desoair , and voices 

were heard in the Parlianents of the world . And the man in the street be an to 

mutter aRainst these plans of wholesale slauPhter which_y,ere beinp orepared for him . 

If' by the explosion last .,!arch it was intended to impress the world nd to 

friPhten the notential a ~gressor , it did not. 

novr turns out that Russia too has the - bomb . 

chiev ' t,9 object · ve because it 

'rhe H-bomb did not stop war in 

Indo- rhina . It has not mRde the 'orth Koreans more amenable . It hAs not stren hened 

our oosjtion in any visible depree in the forthcoming conference inn neva . 

And nov men talk of a C- bomb - a Cobalt omb . The Cobalt .omb is an H- bomb 

with a jc=icket of cobr1lt instead of steel . And the scientists tell us "The cobalt has 

the quality of a sorbing radioactive particles, creatin~ a raiioactive cloud equal 

in letli.al power (that is in kil inrr oov1er) to 1ore radium than exists on the entire 

earth . 'T'he cobalt bomb does not. need an airplane . It could be exploded on a tramp 

steamer 15 0 iles out in the Pacific , s2y , ·rom San Francisco. he explosion 

itself vrnu1 be w;:i.st d byt the r2d. • oacti ve cloud vro 1ld be carried on the winds in 

the snac o~ a d2 and de tro all life over the entire Torth American cont ·nent . 

So here vou h ve it . hree letters of the alnhabet , the lphabet of Destruction -

, .- , an C. And oth rs may be ad ed . Others may be ad ed to insur that the race 

of man vrill be whol ~ Y extinguj shed when the next world w r breaks out . 

aw , o course , nlans re being a e to meet the a ack or the threat of an 
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I-bomb attack and to persuade people not to be fri ghtened about the nossibil.ity of 

an .-bomb attack . Ad so I have b en reaiing artj_cles in the last few weeks on the 

question 11 Can the H- Bomb be stonpect?" nd our military tell us that great olans 

are being made to stoo a oossible . - bomb attack , first by locating enemy bombers 

7 on .., before they r rach T. S. border s throu h radar sta t inns which will nick up 

approaching pl anes and souni the alarm; secondly , to • nterceot and a~tack these 

olanes which wiJl be en route to tar?ets in the TTnited States throu~h jet fi hters 

and so forth ; thirdly, to knock down 1ith missiles any bombers th. t ~et near major 

cities . Jell , that may all well be , hut rf'member in the Secrmd , rorld W, r ,h t 

f"'l,eneral ri0erin told the r,erman eop e that t he city of erli • ·would never be 

attacked from the air ; s o c0Mnlete was is 8ntj - aircraft syctem of guns th t not 

a sin le air lane would C"et throuo;h to ctro a sj n~le bomb on nerlin . And when 

the war v,as over , er l in was ah ap of rub ish . 

nd so en today have be to look about or h l ters , for under ound places 

of refuge , for caves, for places away from the cities rhen the citi s vi11 be 

evacuated , places of shelter behind walls which will be , they believe, they hone, 

imDenetr~b1e to the deadl y radiation of the Man-made ... ( 1ebrew ) . 

Pack to the cave . To this sorry, tra ic pass has civilized man come in the 

twentieth century . To this oass the brilliance of science , c1nd the unfettered and 

creative mind o mc1n, ;,nd the cleverness of the statesmen of th world - crawl back 

to the cave for shelt r ~nd security , just like prirnjtive man , afrajd of the lurkin~ 

ePsts of ryrey , like the btone A~e 'an . 

You know , the mo e ~ou read the Rjble , the ore you are amazed at the far 

vis · on and th nenetr,,ting insi eht which these men o+' nearl~ 3 , 00 y ars aP:o had 

of what man can do to hims lf hen he ets f'O~n . Turn o t he ronhet saiah , 

Cha ter 2 , and read, nct relate vrhat he said to what is hanpening jn our orl in 

195L . "f'or he Lord of ho. ts has y 
a~nst all that is roud and lofty 
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An-ainst all that is lifted up and hicrh 
And the haurrhtinef's of man she 11 be humble , 

an the ride o nen shPll be brought low; 
find the Lord alone w·11 be exalted ;n th~t day. 

nd 1en shall enter the caves of the rocks 
f>nd the holes of the ground 
From before the terror of the lord, 
And from the ~lory of his majesty. 

'/el , whAt nov '? Pov, that man has it vri thin hj s power to destroy himself 

comnlrtely c nd the means are at hand aJ.re--dy stock-pj led, they're there. What now? 

·~at is he -oin° to do about it? ,;bat Bre ~ eoing to do Pbout it? ecause we, 

we too, are involved in his overhang5ng clou1 of death - not they only, ~l 

CeveJ.and is as rood a tarv.et for an H-bomb ~s Hiroshima was for an A-homb. And 

her. the ec1th-la en dust c ouds of the C- bomb 1:.egin to ride t~irough th Air , they 

. a_r not by-pass Ohio. I all soun :s so +'antastic , doesn 't it. And even thou ah you 

know that it is all true and real, rou don 't credit it. Tt simply can't ha nen , we 

keen on sayinr, to ourselves. vlh r can't it han en? t. ha.opened to H·ro~h·ma v1hen 

vie had, we, the T nj tect Stat, s, the exclusi e use o., the -bomb, and v-1e used jtl 

T the fact that our potential enemy t,oday also is in nosses ion of the and 

the i-bomb, is that. a sure t;Ua rantee that neithe ~ide will use it? 'le hope th t 

it. is so. ~ut t.hi s may all be wishful thinking. \That if falenkov lose~ his hec1d 

or his nerve, and bing hard-pressed he resorts to the use of the bomb, brinf ·ng 

i~mediateJv retaliator bomb actjon on our at? Is hat beyond the range of 

'b'l ·t ? DOSSl ::' ._J y . ave Vie a r1ght to rule this thing out of our th'nking? 

."hat if some hot-hea<ls et cnntrol of our forei~n nolicy he1~ t home, and 

because we are involved and may become :involved in v;hat we call "little wars" in 

this or hat oart of the world, they may decide for us to use one o th se lphabets 

of <lest.ruction, hrjn _~·t into pay so that in some qlick way the coild end this 

'little war", r lying upon our su eriority tn th number of boribs in our nossession, 

the numb r of bases hich we ay ha re close to the target. -ave w a ri ht to rule 

thjs out? 

le all feel th t thjs s1mply must not ha en, and Jam sur th~t he peonle 
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behind he iron curtain also feel the sa , e way bout it . 'J'he don't v ant to be 

destroyed ej_ther. ~ ut how can we guarantee ourselves agajnst this th:i n e er 

h~P enin . There are those who say let's outla r the A-bomb and t.he f -boTflb. n 

1928 un 1er the Kello~~Priand Peace Pact all war was outlav,ed and the na ' ions 

ae-reed never to resort to wBr as an in~trument of natjonal policy. t wasn I t, 

very lona be_ or e the Second - or 1 rar was pon us. I for one, :'" 'rr; not an exp rt 

at these matters, certainly no Militery expert of any sort, but I cannot see any 

way out of this im asse except by tak5ng the contr0l of the bomb away from the 

j ndi vi ual n:- tj ons wlrich now possess it and placing it where it belonas, v here all 

armament control real y belongs - in that or anization which the nations of the 

worl have set up just for that purpose after the horr·ble experiences of the 

Second orld Y/ar when we were still in a chAstenerl mood and a rea list.ic mood . 

There is an agency set 1n called the Tnited rat·ons, 8lso an alphabet - a U. r., 

an alnhabet of construction, of healinp-, of reconc·liation instead of estruction . 

t we h ve consistently refused to irrplement th t or~anization and to enable it 

to ·work . , en I say "we 11 mean the great powers of the world. re have had little 

to say ~bo1t it . It. is clear now that the n8tions of the v1orlrl have p-one as far as 

they could with rePional orPanizations and regional arran ements for de ense as a 

, ay to ensure peace, and the result of that relies upon fTJITO anct other rep;ional arrange­

ments <1nd the Soviet relies u n their co .: onwealth of peoples . T e result of all 

that h s been a Cold T r of mountin intens:i ty, of fri ,htful and dangerous corr eti ion 

:int.he race t.o buiJd more and deadlier alphabets of destruction. Jt seems to me, and 

I may be verv n8ive in this matter, but the great solutions of M2nkjnd are always very 

s·mnle thou~h they ar terribly di ficult . t seems o me that the nations of the 

v1orld 1ho met in San Francisco nearly ten years ap,o to set up machinery for avertin 

war Must retrace their steps of their detour into dan rous territory in the last 

fe years - awa from the hiP-hway of reason ,hich they c1r e out for the1s lv sin 

he r.har r of the nit d tins . he nJted lation~ , when i was established , did 
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not contemplate two worlas, west and east, regionAlly organi7,ed with maximum 

milj_tar equi ment to nreserve the oeace of the world . The U. r . was built on 

the pronositinn of One Horld, with one central or anization representing all the 

nations of t.heV\Orld implemented to encure peace in the world . 11.nd from this 

simple , and in my judpment inevitable arrange□ent to which the c~reat nations sub­

scribed ten years a~o they h;,ve drifted dangerously away. And the competition 

bet.ween the EA st and the . rest is slowly destroyinR the r·ni ted Nations, jus t as a 

similar cmmneti tion between the big powers destroyed the LeP ~e of 8t ions. The 

Fnited t-ations, to all intents and purposes as far as prese"'vinp peace is concerned, 

is a dead institution today. 'rhe TTni tea ,T;:it • ons rn s done and is doing good work 

and imuort,ant work in the field of economics and social act.i vj ties and c-ul tural 

activities between people - necessary work, but. after all is said and done, the 

primary purpose of the United Nations had to do (and this is Article I of r: apter 

J of the Charter of the r . 1 .) 11 To maintain jnternational peace and security , and to 

that end: to take effective collective measures for the prevention ard removal of 

threats to the peace , and for the su')pression of acts of a ,.rrression or other breaches 

of the neace , and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformi t , with the prin­

ciples of justice and internatjonal law, adjustment or settlement of internatinnal 

disoutes or situations which mjght lead to a breach of the peace ." And it was 

contenplated, as part of this basic purpose of the TT . • that two things woul 1 be 

done: (a) 11 Tn order to nromote (Article 26) the establisl'ment Rnd maintenance of 

int.ernat.ional peace and security vii th the least di version for armaments of the 

world's human and economjc resources , the Security Council shall be responsible 

for formulatin , with the assistance of the }'" litary Staff Comnittee ... , plans 

to be submitted to the ~embers of the United ations for the establishment of a 

system for the regulation of armaments." Reduction of armaments. That was con­

templated at San Francisco . tothin has been done in this re ard except data which 

has been accumulated, information, reoorts, voluminous - nothing has been done, and 



he rnrld • n the lac:t ten years has been ourin out j ts vast resources v.rhi ch could 

be used to build u the economy of the backward peoples oft.he world, bring 2bundance 

an --1 nro peri ty to mankind - o r them into this , this never-satisfied ... of 

the m~ Ji tary "'lac lu.ne of the rorld . !othin has been done on tha.t score . 

s been done on the second score because ,hat charter of the r •• cont.e lat that 

:if a nation threRtens ar;, ession it shall be curbed b a defin'te procedure . .t.ttempts 

at adjustment, comnromise, inouiry, mediat;on , conciliation, and arhitration - and 

fa:ling in~ l this, force hall be used by then. J. u on that recaJcitrant agpressor. 

rticle ul: "The Security Council may deci e what measures not :i.nvolvin£; the 

use of ar ed force are to be eMnloyed to give effect to its decisions, and it nay cal 

unon the .~embers of the United :atinns to Apply such measures . These may :i nclu e 

co~plete or Dartial interruption of economic relations and of rail, se8, air, ~ostal , 

telearaphic, radio, and other Means of communication, and the severance of d~plo-

mati rr-,lations." ha , 1s the first step. 

rticle 12 : "~houd the ecurity C'o ·ncil consider tllt me-=tsures provided for 

in /lrticle ul would be inadequate or have proved to be inadequate, it may take sr~h 

action by air, sea, or land forces as ay be necessary to maintajn or restore inter-

nat;onal oeace and security. uch action ma. include demonstrations, blockade, and 

other ooerations by air, sea, or land forces of ?.1embers of th Tni ted :rations ·" 

rticle L3 : " ..A 11 'embers of th2 TTni ted Nations , in order to contribute to the 

mainten nee of :international peace and security, undertake to ake av8:ilable to the 

~ecur ·ty Council, on its call and jn accordance with a special aoree,ent or aoree-

nts, rmed forces, assistance, Rnd facilities, including rirhts of passa e, neces ary 

for the uurpose of maintaining intern~tj_ nal oeace and secur..;ty." n other words 

what was mer ly contemolated in SRn l<'rancisco was the rrnited rations would become 

the m • li tary ow r to ensure peace ~.n the world. That it and it a lone woulrl come 

if necessary o be that olice force to the v,orl<i to keen peAce. Th.., t h,qs not 

been done to an appreciable de ree. It se s to me that world o ·n·on should no 
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force the bir nowers to i n~lement their OV"1n decisions which they made ~fter the 

secon, world war and to enable the rr . tr . to become an enforceable power for vrorld 

peace. And in that connectjon ,believe that a ~eneral conference of the menbers 

of the orpanization should review the present charter. rt is now urfent. A 

periodic review of the Charter is contemplated in +he f'harter it.self. I think it 

iR hiph time for these nations to hPve another meeting such as they hcid ~n San 

Francjsco to take stock - take stock of the world - take stock of the weakness of 

the rrnit.ed Nations whj ch they brought about - where it cBn be strengthened - make 

a new start, especiaJ l y if the •1eneva Conference which is ab0ut to bepin vlill end 

as it may well end in a stalemate. We sh;:i11 then indeed be facing a blank wall in 

diplomacy and the dan~er of an eru tion of war. 

t is novr five minutes to twelve, my friends. Mankind has not too much time 

before this avalanche of death sweeps over us. T do not speak or never have spoken 

I hope, as an cilarmist, but one ought to bear alist in these matters. ? ost of 

us have lived through two World Hars, and e know how quick on the t,rigger certain 

hanas are, an~ once th;t finger moves the whnle chAin of reactions, of oisasters 

fol l ows inevitably . 'rhe sad part about it all is that this new nower thrt t was 

discovem:l by the mind of man, this nuclear energy, is perhaps the greatest gift 

the t co-1.ld h~ve been mc1de to mankind t one of the grentest blessings if used for 

peaceful nurposes . It could help to increase the wealth of mankjnd, thousandfold, 

to create abundance for all . President f.ise bower hBd t hat jn mind when he a Jriressed 

himself to the assembly of the Tni terl ,1ations not long ago and urged the nations to 

get together for a cooperative effort jn usin~ and exPlo·ting this new reservoir of 

energy for pacific purposes , economic purposes, for health purposes, "for a blessing 

instea<i of a curse. So far that has not been done . 

f I were to speak as Isaiah spoke or Jeremiah I v,ould cone lude what I am saying 

thj_s morning as they would h? ve concluded. 'l'here is need for a return, a repentance, 

a chan~e of heart. 'l'here is no other olution that I cPn see on the part of the states­

men of the world and on the p t o.f r1ank:i nct enerally. (Hebrew ) - 11 f!ast of from you 
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all your s1ns , " said the Proohet Jeremjah . 11 And pet ye a new heart an'i a new spirit . 

'fuy should you die , O ,hildren of Israel .'' new herirt ;:ind a new mood. rre ha P to 

thjnk rtt~ferently And begin to speak differently and be ·n to concern ours~lves ore 

wjth different things than we have been concern~ng ourselves heretofore. A ne world 

has been c~eP-terl by these and H and 8 bombs - a totAlly nev1 world ;:i.nd ,e 've got 

to cecome new people living in that nevr vrnrld vd:.bh a new vision cind a ne .:r outlook -

oarochialism, isolationism, false patriotism, un ridled hatred of idealo~ie n of which 

we do not Rp rove b elonf1 to the old ••0orld - they v, n 1 t help us in the neV: world . 

.,.re h~ve to think j n lar ,er terms and view thin gs with a larger perspective because 

eve,,ythj ng has been speeded up in po~ er and in tempo .?nd what is at stake is the 

world ; mankind is at stake · everything is at. stake. 

This is ho~ I read the story of the ne ·r alpha bet of de . ·true ti on . 

I 
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