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ON STANDING ALONE 

In the Spirit of Chanukah 

December 26, 1954 

y dear Friends, the festival of Chanukah hich the Jewish world is celebrating 

this week, is in the truest sense of the word an heroic holiday. I call it an 

heroic holiday not because it celebrates a military victory; there were many 

military victories in the annals of Israel and in the annals of other nations which 

are not being cele0rated today, which have, in fact, been forgotten. Unfortunately 

wars without end have taken place all over the globe since the beginning of time, 

and, as a rule, these wars ended in victory for one side or the other. But these 
of 

victories were/little or no historic consequence. UndoubtedlJ , they produced a 

momentary outburst of exultation of the part of the victorious people arrl other 

celebration, triumphal processions, no doubt, and .onuments raised to the victorious 

military leaders or 

the sands of time. 

nerals, but after a time they were ignored and buried under 

Eut the Je ish people have celebrated this festival of Chanukah for more than 

21QO years. ~nat was it that endeared this 'accabean military victory to the 

people of Israel, and why have they observed it throughout their generations in 

every age and every part of the world? vby have they been kindling these Chanukah 

lights.for eight days every year? 

Chanukah is not a Biblical festival. There is nothing in the Bible about 

Chanukah as there is about Pesach or Succoth or bhewoth or Rosh Hashonah or Yom 

Kippur or Purim. The story of Chanukah is not foun in the Bible. It is found in 

one of the books of the Apocr;pha, the Book of the accabees, from vhich a section 

was read this morning. Those books of the Apocropha which were not included in 

the canon of the Bible. 
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There is no tractate in the ushnah or in the Talmud about Chanukah as there 

is, say, about Purim. There are only a few scattered references in the Talmud to 

the festival of Chanukah, and yet it is this very festival which has become so 

beloved among our people and its popularity has been growing from €J!neration to 

generation. my? I spoke of it as a heroic festival, because it celebrates an 

heroic fact - that men fought for an heroic idea, an idea indispensable to humanity, 

basic to man•s moral life. en fought for a specific way of life which is vital 

to civilization and which w2s, in their day, being threatened iith extinction. 

The wars of the · accabees were among the decisive wars of the human spirit. 

They fought for a clean and noble way of life, which was represented by the Hebraic 

tradition of faith and ethics. They fought for a spiritual faith, for decency, for 

moral sobriety, against decadence, against moral cor uption, a gainst licentiousness 

represented by the Hellenistic, the Greek social c lture of the 2nd century before 

the Common Era. 

The Maccabees 
\ 

ere not fighting against the intellectua~excellencies of the 

Greeks or against their artistic excellencies. They were fighting against the 

gross moral corruption which attended them, which threatened to overwhelm the 

higher moral standards and religious traditi ons of Israel. 

I n the" isdom of Solomon," one of these Apocalyptic books written in the 1st 

c. B.C.E. there was a description of this corrupt, Hellenistic way of life which 

Judaism was waging war upon, and in the book the " ' isdom of Solomon" we read 

"For the devising of idols was the be • m;ing of the corruption of life - the 

polytheistic religions of the pagans was the beginning of the corruption of life •.. 

They kept neither lives nor marriages any longer undefiled ... so that there reigned 

in all men theft and dissimulation, manslaughter, unfaithfulness, defiling of souls, 

adultery, and shameless uncleanness!' It was this "shameless uncleanness" of life, 

this vulgarization of life, this brutalization of human life which the spirit of 

Judaism aged war upon. 
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The accabees and the Chassidim of their day struggled to build dykes against 

thewe inundating seas of moral corruption to preserve for mankirxi the ideals of 

purity, cleanness, of moral decorum - the sanctity of the family, the dignity of 

the in ividual made in the image of God . This was the epochal struggle out of 

which the Maccabees emerged victors at least for one nation, in ne critical area 
they 

of the world; n preserved the higher standards which were thereafter to continue 

to challenge all forms of paganism in the world. In this Maccabean struggle a 

light was held aloft and it was not suffered to be extinguished in the world. 

And those who fought for this heroic idea so vital to civilization, not 

merely vital to the Jewish people, were very few in number, and t hough few in 

number they dared to stand out, to stand apart, and to fight for their convictions. 

These men were of an heroic mold. A hero is one who dares to fight where others 

fleel ho dares to be alone in his consecration and in his struggle. 

The Maccabees did not have to fight. ar was not thrust upon them. They 

were not fighting to save their li res nor their material possessions . They could 

h~ve gone along with the majority, along the primrose path of conformity. All the 

other neighboring peoples were eagerly welcoming this glamorous but corrupt civili

zation of Hellenism of the 2 c. B. C. E. because it was the Hellenism of Plato, 

Aristotle - this was a decadent type of Oriental Hellenism. They went eagerly 

along, all these neighboring peoples, ith that civilization of the theater, the 

gymnasium, the hippodrome, the stadium, the easy-going immoralities of the Greek 

epicurean way of life, and even many Jevs within Palestine at that time went along 

- Jews especially fron. the wealthier and the . ore aristocratic sections of the 

people - the kind who always are inclined to go along am to take the easy way. 

But Mattathias and his small band refused to go along, and as you heard from the 

reading this morning of the Book of the Maccabees , Mattathias answered and spake 

with a loud voice, "Though all the nations that a e under the king's dominion obey 
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him and fall away each one from the religion of ·s fathers, yet will I and my 

son and my brethren continue to walk in the covenant of our fathers. Gol forbid 

tht we should forsake the law, to depart f rom our faith either to the right hand 

or to the left ." Mattathias and his small band of followers, convinced of the truth 

of their faith, the sanity and the rightness of their way of life, its indi spensability 

for mankind, stood firm, immovable, stubborn, stiff-necked. uch men are of the 

heroic mold. Such men are the pathfinders and the saviours of civilization . 

Of such a quality, friends, was Jewish life throughout the a ges. 'l'hat is 

why we have survived. That is why we succeeded in maldng our contribution to the 

moral and spiritual life of mankind. 

There have always been Jews who fell away, who dri1ed away, and ihy finally 

drifted out of the Je-rdsh fold. Such people always began with rationalizing their 

indifference to the Jewish disciplines - with be·ng, o, so broad-minded, and so 

tolerant, actually so weak and so lazy - Jews whose chief concern was not how to 

practice, how to teach, how to t ransmit the faith of their faithers, but, hose 

chief concern was "Let us be like all the other people, J House of Israel." It is 

not long before such people are submerged among the other peoples and are lost to 

the ousehold of Israel. 

Thove who preserved Judaism - men like the accabees - dared to be different, 

where difference was clearly indicated by the tenets of their faith. There is no 

particular virtue in just being di fferent - being different for basic and tremendous 

principles; men who stood out against the pressur~ of the majority, against the 

• pressure of the environment, against the pressure of everybody's doing it; men whose 

chief concern was not "let us be like all the other people, 0 House of Israel, but 

let us walk in the covenant of our fathers." It is tre se people who wer e of the 

heroic mold. Even though few in numbers, such people 7fi.n through to victory. 
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There was read to you also this morning out of the same book of the First 

Maccabees the address of Judah, the lion-hearted Judah unto his followers when they 

found themselves few in numbers facing the tremendous host of these Syrian Greeks 

with their chariots and their weapons, their arm of elephants. The people were 

saying, 11 How shall we, being so few, be able to fight against so great a multitude?" 

whereupon Judah said unto them, 11 It is no hard matter for many to be shut up in 

the hands of a few - with the God of Heaven it is all one - to deliver with a 

great multitude or a small company. The victory of battle," he said, 11 standeth 

not in the multitude of a host. 11 I wish people would remember.that. The victory 

in the spiritual battles of mankind standeth not in the multitude of the host. It 

is not the prestige or the multitude of numbers which ultimately scores the great 

victories -for the progress arrl the advancement of mankind . But it is the s Jiritual 

loyalty and resoluteness end stubbornness of the few who have the vision and the 

light to insist on remaining true to their life. 

Many fail to understand this genius of the Jewish people through the ages to 

rely upon the saving power of their ideals in spite of the fact that they are always 

few in number in relation to the population of the world. Its readiness to stand 

firm, to stand alone, to be different. 

Recently a professor of history, Professor Toynbee, completed a mas sive work 

called "A Study of History ," in which he regards the remarkable devotion, unparalled 

in all history, of a people to an idea, as "the most notorious example" of what he 

calls the "idolization of an ephemeral self." He says "The most notorious example 

of this idolization of an ephemeral self is the err or of the Jews •.• In a period of 

their history wJich began in the infancy of the byriac Civilization and which cul

minated in the Age of the Prophets of Israel, the people of Israel and Judah raised 

themselves head and shoulders above the Syriac peoples round about in responding to 

the challenge of a "Time of Troubles" by rising to a higher conception of Religion . 
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Keenly consci ~us, and rightly proud, of their spiritual treasure which they had 

thus wrested from an ordeal that had broken the spirit of their Araroaean and 

Phoenician and hilistine neighbours, the Jews allowed themselves to be 'betrayed 

by what• was 'false within' into an idolization of this notable, yet transitory 

phase of their oVln Epiritual growth ..• 'I hey persuaded themselves that Israel 1 s 

discovery of the One True God had revealed Israel itself to be God's Chosen People; 

and this half-truth inveigled them into the fatal error of looking upon a momentary 

spiritual eminence, which they had attained by labour and travail, as a privilege 

conferred upon them by God in a covenant which was everlasting •••• Brooding over a 

talent which they had perversely sterilized by hiding it in the earth, they re

jected the sti)l greatlr treasure which God was now offering them .•• nd so it came 

to pass that the Gospel of a Jev:ish messiah who was God Himself incarnate vras preached 

by Galilaeans and taken to heart by Gentiles." 

This, we fear, is an example of the free-flowir g homiletics in which 

Toynbee's 1vritings abound and which are offered as historical science. 

ofessor 

Professor George Foote .oore, who was not an impressionistic historian out on 

a global tour, in writing of Judaislli in the firct centuries of the Christian era, 

gives no indication at all in his great work that the Jews who liv-,d at that time 

in Palestine had sterilized their talent by hiding it in the earth. On the contrary, 

he finds that the J ev. s of that epoch were dynamic, indeed ·were waging war i th great 

energy upon the polytheism, idolatry and social vices of their day, and carrying on 

a very active and successful propaganda for proselytes all over the pagan world. 

This period following the prophets, this period follov1ing the Babylonian exile 

was not at all a sterile period in Jewish history. It was a eat creative period 

of which rrofessor Toynbee, unfortunately, is terribly ignorant. The creation of 

the noble post-exilic psalms of exquisite spiritual sensi'ti.veness which are the 
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tenderest minstrelsy of the human heart in communion -. i th God, or of the book of 

Job, the profoundest plumbing of human suffering and divine justice, or of the 

iisdom literature of the Bible and the Apocrypha, so rich in moral insights and so 

sagacious, the creation of the synagogue, the most noble, original and democratic 

religious institution of the ancient world, the establishment of the public school 

system for the training of all children, rich and poor alike, the first in the 

history of mankind, the ritual of public worship which was established at that time, 

devoid of sacrifices unknown in the ancient world, the deepening of the univer

salistic motif in Judaism, and finally the r e~arkable development of the Oral Law 

which provided flexibility to the Torah and new thoroughfares for the creative sp:iritual 

life of the people - these achievements of post-exilic Judaism~ that is Judaism 

following the Bacylonian exile, long after the period of the prophets - are certainly 

not evidence of intellectual or spiritual steriJity or decay. 

Certainly this -'accabean Revolt of which we are speaking of the second century 

against this Hellenism, which, by the way, was the only succe ssful revolt of its 

kind in the ancient world , and the life-and-death struggle on the part of the 

faithful Jews to preserve their faith in thFt insidious amalgam gives no substance 

to the charge of spiritual sterility. Of this Professor Toynbee is fully aware, 

for he says that the Scribes and the Pharisees had then "come to the front by taking 

the lead in the heroic Jewish revolt against the triumphal progress of Hellenization ." 

But somehow the power and insight and courage deserted them in the time of Jesus l 

But how, we ask. And where? and why? 'rhere is no evidence of any religious 

black-out following the Maccabean struggle. On the contrary, Judaism gained in 

power and in confidence with the resurgence of the national pride follm-ling the 

Maccabean victories and moved resolutely forward to convert the heathen world. The 

period following the accabees may well be said to be the'Risorgimento" of the 

Second Commonwealth• The victory of the IJaccabees did for the spirit of the Jewish 
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people in the second century what the victcry of Marathon had done for the 

Greeks in the fifth. Even centuries later, in the Antonine Age, which., to use 

Gibbons characterization was "the happiest and most prosperous J)€riod in the history 

of the human race" - but for the Jewish people one of dark disaster and tragedy -

even in those desperate times the Jews carried on undismayed a brave and successful 

missionary activity in the pagan world in behaliI of their faith. 

How, then, were the Jews nidolizing an ephemeral self"? They were not 

clinging to a "momentary spiritual eminence." One detects in Toynbee the same 

note of irritation which Nietzsche found to exist among certain people in relation 

to the Greeks . "Time after time," writes Nietzsche, 0 hearty resentment breaks forth 

against this presumtuous little nation, which for all time dared to designate 

everything not native as "barbaric." Who are they, one asks, who, thougp they have 

nothing to show but an ephemeral historical splendor ..• (using always the exact 

words of Toynbee about the Jews) yet lay claim to the dignity and pre-eminence among 

peoples to which genius is entitled among the masses? 11 

You know , that the originality and the uniquene -,s of the people of Israel -

that is not frequently understood by the writers of history - t he originality and 

the uniqueness of the people of Israel are to be fourxi not merely in the fact tra t 

they rose to a monotheistic conception of religion, head above that of any other 

people, but that they r emained constant to it in their loyalty, defending it with 

their very lives t hrough long, bitter centuries of opposition and conflict, <laying 

rulers and empires at its behest and enduring frightful persecutions because of it. 

Fortunately for man.kind the spiritual eminence which Israel had attained was not 

momentary , nor wes their constancy to it ephemeral. Else the monotheistic vision 

of the founders of Judaism would have been a sort of a flash followed by the darkness 

of superstition and idolatry, just like the monotheistic insight of King Akh-en-Aton. 

The ~:e was no people to carry it along, to defend it, to fight for it, to live by it. 
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If it is true that Judaism reached the peak of its spiritual evolution with the 

close of the prophetic era in the 5th-6th century B. C. E., the peak of Israel's 

effective contributio~ to the spiritual progress of nkind was still a thing 

of the future. For everything depended on whether Israel would remain faithful 

to the proohetic heritage, whether it ould safeguard and propagate it in the face 

of constant op~oation, whether it would over come the many temptations of 

assimilation and syncretism. The epic of Israel's strugJle to preserve and transmit 

its great ideals to mankind and its unparalled power of resistance are in their 

matchless spiritual valor as inspiring and &s unique in the world as Judaism itselfJ 

And that peo le frequently forget . The spirit of the '!accabees within Israel is 

as miraculous a thing in the world as Judaism itself. The spirjt of the people is 

as heroic as the Torah itself. 

From the slave-pe .B of the Pharoahs to the gas-chambers of Hitler, the via 

dolorosa of this people of the immemorial crucifixion stretched long an desolate 

through the many centuries. Yet they remained faithful. "Look down from heaven 

and see," rises the anguished cry from its litany of prayer, "how we have become a 

scorn and a derision among the nation~; we are accounted as sheep, brought to the 

slaughter, to be slain and destroyed, to be smitten and reproached. Yet, despite 

all this, we have not forgotten Thy name! •.. Ve beseech Thee , 0 Go , forget us not." 

.•. ~hat a rare diadem of sorrow is here, and how studded with pride, how studded 

with pride . 

And what shall oo said of a people which through these long centuries of exile 

of outrage and indignity could yet chant this refrain of a prayer so triumphant, 

so defiant, and so overflo dng with gratitude as we find in our prayer books : "Happy 

are wel HO¥ goodly is our portion, how pleasant is our lot, how beautiful is our 

heritage! How happy are we that we are privileged to proclaim at sunrise and at 

sunset, ' Hear , 0 Israel, the Lord our God , the Lord is One~" 
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I think these secular historians failed to catch this mystic andeur, this 

heroism of a people which across the broken highways of the world, over many dark 

centuries, carried its light , un .timmed, through the world . ta.nd alone. 

And so, good friends, let us kinile our Chanukah lights in pride, in joy, and 

in gratitude. Let our people kindle these lights through the unending years to cane 

and live by the light of its truth. It is a light that need never fail. men. 
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"The most notorious historical exa ple of thia idolization o£ an ephemeral 

self is the error or the Jews ••••• • In a period of their histoey hi.ch began in the 

infancy of the Syriac Civilisation and which culminated in the Age of the Prophete 

or Israel, the people of Israelaxi Judah raised themselves head and shoulders above 
L,. 

the Syriac peoples round a bout in responding to the challenge of 11 •Time of Troubles• 

b7 riaing to a higher conception ot Religion. Kee~ conscious, and rightly proud, 

of their spiritual treasure which they had thus wrested from an ordeal that had 

broken the spirit of their Aramaean and Phoenician and Philistine neighbours, the 

Jews allowed themselves to be 'betrayed by what' was •taleo wl. thin' into an idolization 

ot this notable, yet transitory phase o:f their own spi..'"'itual gi·owth ••••• They 

persuaded themselves that Israel •s discovery of the One True Ood had revealed Israel 

i taelf to be God I s Chosen People J and this half-truth inveigled them into the 
upo'l\. 

fatal. error of loold.~a momentary spiritual eminence, which they had attained 

by labour and travail, as a privilege conferred upon them by God in a covenant 

wh1.ch was everlasting. . .•.• Brooding over a t 1 nt which they had perversely 

sterilized by hiding it in the earth, they rejected the still greater treasure 

which God was now offering the...... And so it came to pass that the Gospel ot 

a Jewish messiah who waa Ood Himaelf incarnate was preac)l!d by Galilae'1ns -..d taken ,, ~~ i: J~t, 
to heart by Gentile••" (Arnold J. Toynbee t\(1939) 'v l~V, p.262-3) 

I 
• • , ••• "In t II dellberateq re sing the opportunit\ that WU 

offered to it of realis ng i ta manifest des iey or flowering into Christianity b7 

opening its heart to t gospel o:f its Gali~an step-child ( aicll), Judai• not 

only stultified its spi tual past but forte ted its material rutlire into the 

bargain. (1n declining t , recognise its expe ted ssiah in Jesus Judaism wu 
I 

renounc~.TJg its birthrigh in two great enterP.r!se• which eventual made the reapective 

fortunes ot two d11'fere daughtsra of Judai by whom these t=nt&.. sea were 

~ carried 011t in the lness of t.ime.• (I d V, p.6$8)) 



Keenly consc·ous and r ghtly proud of the r spiritual treasur~ they All0t1ed them-

f'e1ves to be betrayed to an idoli "ntion of this not.able but ransi tory ta ge in 

the:ir s pirit.ual growth •• They per c-;uaded t emselves that di.covr r y of 

the one True r~d had re ealed Israel itse to be C~d •~ Chosen _eople; and this 

haJf-~ruth inveipled th m into t he f at ale ror of looking pon a momentary 

spiritual eminence, wh1 h they had att .ine by labour and trav il, as c privi lege 

conferred upon the b'.r J in an everlasti g covenant. Brood g on n talent whim 

they hAd previously ster in thP earth, t hey rejected t he still 

(J_ 

1;1"8clter t.reasure which Go offered t,hem in "1e coming of Jesus f razareth." (ibid p.310) 

in which 

Professor Toynbee's writings abound and which are offered A S historicAl science. 

Professor C1e r ge Foote Moore, ho was not an impressionistic historian out 

on a global tvur, in writing or udaism in the fir~ t centuries of the Christian 

era, gives no i ndication at 8.11 in his "ma P.11um opus" ·that the Jews who live-4 a t , 

that time in Pal stine had perversel sterilized t heir talent by hidin , 1 t in 

the e;irth. On the contrary, he finds t.he Jev1s of that epoch very dynamic, indec,d, 

wag:in war w1.th -it~ed energy upon the oolytheism, i dolatry and t he soci al vices 

of their day, and c&rrying on a ver • active and suc ··eB sf ul propaganda for roselytes 

fill ove1• the P" flBn orld . ( he ·e is no way of estimatinr, statisticall y," he wr :! tes, 

"the results of J~v,ish nropa nda in the centuries that fall within the limits of 

our inquiry, hut 1.hey wer indi putabl very lar , even if only proselytes in 

the proper sense be taken (''Ju-: ais, , ' ( 1927) Vol. I, P• 3u8-9) 

The : cribes and harisees who "tra r sed sea an and to ake a ~inr:le pros lyte' 

(lfatt. 23. 15) ere certainly not hid 

community in Rane e vhibited from its 

lent in the em-th. "The J~wish 

such an agpressive spirit of prose-

lytism as to detP.rm.ine the ~overnment t bani5h t he chief propar,nndists from t he 

city ( 139 B. C .E. ~ ty; noent • t;cramuzza, The policy of t.he Farly Roman F.mperors 
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Towards Judaism" ote nv, in Jackson-Lake's "The e ·n ing of Chri tianitY" 

V, . 277ff1/ The creation of the noble post-exilic p,:11lms of exquisite spiritual 

sensitivenes.,, the tenderest minstrelsy of the human heart in com union with <1od, 

or of the book of" Job, the profourxie~t pl bin of human suff."erin anrl di vine 

juntice, or o 1.he isdOl"l literature of the ible and the A ocr )ha , so rjch in 

morRl insir,hts ~nd so sa cious, the creation of the synaror,ue, the most noble, 

~~~ original. anri denocratic relig-1 ous institution of the ancient orld, of the 
·~~, ~ 

public school for t,he training of", rich and poor alike, .. ..,,..a ritual of public 

worship devoid of sacrifices unknown in thP ancient 11orld , the deepeninR oft.he 

universali~tic motif in Judaism, and fjnally the remarka le de lopment of the 

'81uP!~~ Law hich nrovided flexibilit &Q;i adsptabili'T to the Torah and 
• -

ne thoroughfAres fort.he creative spiritual life of the ople, ,ee1 t,e'.i:A~Y the!ie 

achievements of post-ex11·c ,udajsm 
I /"' 

L\Ulii~~ "'" , • \ 
dence of aey C18~,-Mtt1111pi.a~~ .... l;I;.-~ ,-. 

,m1,rdnuc ti vene-ss-r 

r.ertainly the ac~abean Revolt of the second century against Seleuci ian 

Hellenism, the only successful revolt of its kind in thf> ancient world, and the 

life-and-leath struP,r,le on the part of the faithful Jews top eserve their faith 

in that insidious amalgam gives no subst~nce to the charge of spiritual sterility. 

Of this Profes~or Toynbee is fully r-iwRre . The Scribes and Pharisees had then 

"cane to the tront by taking th, le d in the heroic Jewis ·evolt aw,inst the 

triumphal progress of HP.llenisation." (p. JQ8) B 1t som how the paw r and in ight 

And courage deserted them in he time of Jesus I But how, where and why? There is 

no Pvidence of any religious "black-out" fol ' owing the 'accabean strur. le. On 

the cont,rary, Ju aisrn Ained in m,wer and in ca-tfidence with the resurgence of 

nati nRl nride following the . accabean victories and moved resolutely forward to 

convert the heathen world. The period may well be aid t1-ve been then isor nto" 
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of the ~econd Conmonwealth. The victor-J or the accabees did for the spirit of 

the Je ·sh eople in the second cent r what the victory of nrathon ha one 

for the Greeks in th~ fifth. ~ven centuries l ?. ter, i l the /~ntonine ge, which, 

to ur;e G_bbons characterization as "the hapr iest n mo~t I rosperous er·· od 

in the history of th human race" - b t for 1·. Je1,ish pea le one of dark isaater 

,,n,I tragedy -(i1ie :'.nm,rreiltj_ons of 115 and th extermination o , e s in .g,;pt , 

r.yrene , Cyprus And ? sopotamin ,and the final n ony o rebellion i.n Palestine 

under Dar Kochba followed by the p~ longed Hadrianic persecut-: ans ➔ even in those 

desperate ti es the Je carried on tmdismayt?d a brave and successful . i aionary 

Activity :in the pagan world in behalf of their f j th. 

Tor ere the Jm s "· olizing an ephemeral self," or clinging to "a ~omentary 

spiritual em·11 ence." 

One etecta here i n Toynbee the same note o liTitation which l ietznche 

fo nd to exist among certain peop e in relatior: to the GrrPks. "Time after 

t··me hearty resent.r.1ent breaks orth against this presumtuous Jittle nation., w • ch 

for all time dared to dc~iP,11Bte everyth·ng n t at·ve as "barbaric. 0 Who are they, 

one asks, o, though they have nothin ; to s o but an eph .meral historical splendor ••• 

yet lay ~!Rim to the dignity an I pre-eJTtinence R n eoples to which r,enius is 

entitled aJllon 7 the masses?" (Friedrich llietz che, "The 1) i th of Trage<iy' in 

ThP "'Oder U.brary (1927) p. 1127) 

I -- •ael' .., was no t. glory o a hort-li ved hour but the heavy burden or 

a lif~. me m sion. ~ felt 

1 

anc ·, . C t ssion 

~ 
oormnitted to a cause whose univerpl 

huolve ..ai of the hurdenf, strur,gles, sacrificeE 

The originalit and uniqueness of the people of Isra .l are to be f'oun not 

merely in the fact that they rose to a monothei tic conception of reli on, head 
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above that oi' any other poop1P 1 but that they remained constant to it int.heir 

loyalty, dtfc•ndinP, it wit thPir very li7E"' t. rough lon.,., i.ttcr cnnturie of 

op osition ti e . pir .s at ::. ts ch, rt .r.1. nr uri nr, 

.r-rightful pe sccution becausf' of : t. Fortun: ely for nki1 d t sir tu 1 

emin nee , ich I8rael had attain d wfls not c., .ntary, 1 or ,rP s thci cons ,qncy to 

it, ep C , e t onotheiBt,ic visio!'l 0 t 1e fotm ers f Judais would hv 

en n ~! '"' 

by the rkne•:,s of . . e st tion an 

t. u Jaism r eac ied t ~ peak of it, spiritual evolution wit the close 

s ae 1 1 i:I ·=-ff ecti ve contribnti 

peak of 

st 11 a 

thinr, of v 1e futm e. Fo.. veryt ~ n nee l on l·:hether I rae ou lr rema n ai 1h -

ful to hat ... ~nphetic 1eritage, , hE>i.h-·r it sa e 4 ard and ro {!B. c it in tm 

P. hem ny t.Mptat n~ of face of con•'t nt op sition, wh 1
1£ r 

asc-. il erve n, transmit 
J 

its gr ·at o ...,..~~~ tc 
~ 

niq !~ i ~ t:1 orl' a • ?.l.i i tscl!J 

71c ri of Israel l ere eel O O ui~e SW -rd. Ti :r pri e as ,. 9 

sort o 

• en 1 .. 

that 

Cooron 

th oy, mar:: ; 

the h. hest t.h•t. 

·ilton, t' e "Go·'-_) .fter or"'"an-voice of .. n ')land," e '"pPrienced 

nation ton of the as of 4 ts history. eli ving 

1 a:~e for ma kinr!, h clecl reda "T.c,rds and 

c- 1 r.id r ,hat n~ tion it • ~ h 

;1tion not slow L ull t o , ick in cnuou an iercin ~ pirit, 

nd sinewy to rliscour e, ot beneath reac of ny oint 

apaci ty c n soor to ••• Y t that ltl.ch is above all this 

~ 
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/ / 
• I 

than a spiritual treasure hich they had come to possess for their own private 
/ I 

atisfact·on. It was a hard, inescapable challenPe to carry their truth to a 
/ I .k. 

hostile and intolerant world, and in; t,he process '{o "be despise and rejected 

by men and to becot!I?. ac u inted with gri f." The j bread as the breac of 

adv raity, 'heir w ter# ~ the/..llter' of arrilction. 

From the slave-pens of the °t}aroahs to ,h ) a-chambers of Hitler, the 

via dolorosa of this people of the immenoria r.rucifi:,d on...- stretche l lon and 

d sol.ate through ,he we ry centuries. Yet the rrnainer faithful. "Look down 

from hPaven nd see," rises the angni .. hed ry fran its litany of prayer, "how 

we 1ave b come a s~orn and a deri jon among the nPtions; we Are a .counted as sh ep, 

r,..ourrht ,o th laughter, to b slain and dest oyed, to be mitten and reproached. 

et, <les ite al this, we hav not for otten Tny Pa l ••• ~e besee ,h Thee forget 

UP not" ••• /hat a rare diade:n of sorrow is here, nd how studoed w1 th nri e and 

too, that t e reli ious ides of Israel throu('hout the 

centuries tau ht their tribute all their nation~l misfortunes to them-

selves, to t,heir mm sins an·l back sliding, not b others or to God. " ecause of 

our sins were we ex· 1ea from our land and re ove far fro. 1 our country," is an 

ancient, prayP.r e bodied in the ~mida of c1ll holy days. "Fecause of our sins and 

for the iniquities of our fathers, J usalem and t}v people are become a reproach 

to 11 that are round about us" is n ther confession of self-recrimin;it on which 

is recited in prayer on certain weekd 

"Yet Thou hast been just in a] -, that 

s proud nnd stiff-necked pe ple. 

on us, for Thou hast dealt faithfully 

and we hav cted wickedly" is the ke ote of 1,he preamble of the coven nt which 

was Ade b the exiles who returned to heir shAtter d land in t.he day of Ezra nd 

ehemiah . ( eh. 9.))) 
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