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TAKING STOCK OF 1954 

January 2, 195.5 

The year 195L , dear friends , has been a relatively ood ye·r for tne world -

almost a whole year of peace. he ancient Romans had a God by the name or Janus -

our month of Jan ary is .amed after him . Janus ha a bronze Temple in the oman 

:?arum which faced both east and west . This Temple 1 as open in time of war and 

closed in time of peace , and tradition hact it that this te ,1ple was shot only four 

times in some 800 years , so many were the wars which ome wa ed . In our ar1e 

also , a whole year or almost a whole year ,i thout a war somewhere in the rnrld 

has become a rarity . But ~ortunately , the year 1954 has been almost such a year . 

Actually, it was not a full year of peace . The Indo-C. · na lar did not come to 

a close much beforethe r:iiddle of 1954. Nor 1 i tr nquil year . Throughout 

the year there were tumults and tensions a .. d rumo s of ar, the Col ar w s 

intensified as v, 11 s mili tar p epar tions and a aments . There as no pro ess 

made durin~ the war in the direction of disarmament , an none of the fun amental 

issues between the ast and the ·est ,ere settled - theywi.11 be with u~ in 19½5 . 

~ut actual fi htin ceased urjnc the year , and that is a reat and tTateful ~ain . 

And the leaders of the worl 1 seeme to feel that the uan·,er of a 
0
eneral war 

receded duing 1954. 

The year closed , as you will recall , ~vi th the ap Jr ova by he rench Jational 

As embly of the treaty creatin6 the ,estern European ~rion which is to include a 

sovereign .. estern G rma1.y and a German army of twelve divisions - 500 , 00O men . 

This was a victory for Premier .endes- r nee , althou hit was a victory by a very 

narrow mar~n and it follornd by a veek , just a little over a week , an earlier 

rejection of the Treaty by the Fr ench ssembly . Thus , Fr nee has most reluctantly 

consented to the rearmament of e~t rn er. ny, and its in lusion in ATO . ali r , 
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in Au st , you wjll recall , _ ance 112.d voted don the European Defense Co unity 

Plan 1!hich called for a ni ted uropean Army ::i th nermany in it . "'ter the 'ef eat 

of this plan , a new compromise plan was devised principally with the help of Sir 

Anthony Eden , whereby Great ri tain made . ore specific commi t.nents ni th regards 

o the presence of f ritish troops on the continent of .l!iurope n'-' .'estern r-r any 

made concessions on the matter of the Saar . ':'liis plan, too , was vio -_ently resisted 

by the rench but has no- ·,, been finally approved , t least as f r as the rench 

1 ational sse bly is con erned . The French pper House is stilJ to act upon it, 

but the likeliho dis that it too will approve oi it . 

This if this plan is finally ratified by all the nations involved , :ncluding 
been 

:,estern Q::i rmany , ~ rmany will be rearmed after havin dis rmed, as a bulwark a gainst 

Russia , and ·pi th the approval of the nation ,;1 ich ha os to fear from it . The 

political learlers of the 1estern free vmrl are e ---e with the prospect and express 

.. r.na 1y wi l l not ::,o m li taristic their ~tification . They are al hoping th 

ain, that it will abi'ie by its pled es , ,hat it ·,i.11 not in he uture ex eed 

the quota of . ili tary personnel, or the arms - the number , size , . nd t:vpes which 

have been allo1:ed to her under the treaty . The orld I s p st experien e v,ith 

erman rearmament is thus ignor d . It is assu ed that there vill be no ecr t 

rearmament gain in the future on the part of JCrmany . The lessons o the p3.st 

two vrnrs are discounted . 11 will different no . The .azis or their successors 

in :irleolo ,., d l l not come into po er again :::_n G rmany . The Gernam eneral taff 

vii 11 not ta e over . ermar.y , rearmed -·Ii th t hE aid , consent of the free world --dll , 

1hen it ~rows strong gain , i is o ed , rer. ain a doci e an trust ort ny member 

of the ro ea. community and wii.l never in break o t to conquer urope and ·will 

never a..., n raise the cry , 11 eutschland uber alles . " 

I sincerely hope that these political lea ers and states. en are ri ht . I have 

y serious doubts . Only thE: future ill tell the story. I have ex essed my 
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elief time an 1 a gain brfore now , that only a demilitarized , onl-.r a neutralized 

an a united 'ermany , as was envisa ·ed in the otsdam a eement w·11 help keep the 

peace of EJ.rope . ·e arc no,·, to hav a militarized errnany , a on- neutral ,.. rmany , 

and a dis- united -e .1any . And I fear that it is on this rock o a divided riermany , 

a Ger many ivided between east and west , one zone ·1n-4er tne in luence of the . estern 

pov ers and another under t e influence of the m,iets , that it is on the rock of 

a ivided Germany that all of our plans are likely to flounder . The problem of 

the reunification of 

now taking place . 

rmany remains not only unsolved but a <-",:ravated by what is 

Th threat of Soviet .ussia was slci.llfully exploited by Hitler an the azis 

and fussolini a.nd the Fascists in their ri hts to power . '1 he uestern world stood. 

by indul ent :hen it did not actively assist in their rise to power . The Spanish 

Republic v,as destroyed with the connivance of 

pov1ers and led to the r ascist- ~ nco victory , an 

2nd orld ,ar . 

i ain an other estern 

is was the prelude to the 

. r ead r ecently the account of tne Former Ambassador to 3pain , Claude G. owers , 

called 11 .y • .. ission to .:>pain," 11 :ratcnin the ehearsal f' or .. orld .. ar -, - II . . Tis 

book was published a fev :1 onths ago . It is an amazin~ book o ... startling revelation , 

of facts which shoul be known to al l people, vas not known to a l l people , and has 

bee r for gotten by many vho knew o:· these facts . Ambassador Bowers , wno .,as six 

ears • . Ambassador to Spain at the time o • the Y ar on th upanish 1 epuolic , 

sums up his position and the osi tion v h.:.ch he tried to convey to ,1ashington al 1 

throu h the years of his .tunbassa orship in the followin g words : 11 -zy- op · nions were 

as follo vs : 

(1) That after the first days of considerable confusion , it was plainly shown 

to be a war of the Fascists an t e Axis pm ers a ainst the demm'atic institutions 

of pain . 

(2) T t the Spani h 1ar s the be · nnin of a perfectly thou ht- out plan 
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for the extermination of democracy in u.rope , and the be gin!1in rr of a Second laid 

lar with that as the intent . 

(3) That the I onintervention Cornnittee was a shameless sham , cynically 

dishonest, in that Gernany and Italy vere constantly sending sol i ers, Jl anes, 
• 

tanks , artillery, and a munition i nto Spain rithout an interfer ence or r eal 

protest from the signatories of the pact . 

(h) That Germany and Italy were using Spanish towns and people for experi­

mental purpos sin trying out their new methods of destruction and the i r new 

technique of terrorism . 

(5) That the Axis, in preparation for the continental stru -gle , was using 

Spain to see how f ar it could go with the silent acquiescence of the ;reat democracies 

and to test t heir S)irit, courage, and wi l l to i i •ht i n defense of their i eals . 

That ,,. hi l e the Axis powers poured in armie , ·)l nes, tanks , arti l lery , tech­

nicians , an~ enpjneers for Franco , the 'onintervention Co .ittee of t he uropean 

aemocracies and our mn embareo were making a poierful contribution t o the triumph 

of the Axis over democracy in Spain ." 

I am afraid that the same technique is being used to rebuild German military 

mi ght today v,hich t..::ice brought disaster upon the -or.Ld , and that we are being vic­

ti .. ized by the same flishful thinking, the same short-si ~hted so- called "realistic" 

thinking which coll apses like a house of cards when the truly realistic facts of 

life take over . • 'ell , only the future can tell . hat is clearly indicated i n my 

mind now t hat this treaty is about to be consuuirnated and r1ermany is about to be 

rearmed , what is clearly i ndicated is a meetinu of the top lea ership of the four 

eat powers to confront frankly and realistically the situation in urope today . 

To see whether a "modus vivendi" cannot be worked out bet een the East and the 

est . During the year some si ificant events took place ·h~ch may be said to 

contribute to a less nin of tensions in many parts of' t he orld : the settlement 
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of the Iran oil controversy; the long- standing controversy over the uez Canal ; 

the problem of Trieste seem to have been amicably , or as amicably as possible , 

adjusted , and as a result three of the trouble centers of the world have , for the 

time being, been eliminated from the area of tension . 

Gratifying progress has also been registered in the direction of the Eisenhower 

Plan for using atomic energy for peaceful purposes . The subject was actively 

discussed in the U. N. and there seems to have been, for the first time , an agr-ee­

ment between all the cr r:at powers of the world, to e ·{plore as rapidly as possible 

the possibiliti es of utilizing this marvelous new reservoir of untapped energy , 

not for destruction , but for the advancement of human life and the peaceful 

purposes of civilization. 

)omestically, two news stories claimed the h adlines for a good part of 1954 : 

the J'cCartly- Army hearings and the censure vote in t he Senate, and the J heppard 

',iurder trial . Tf2.e latter was for weeks on end spread across the front pa!;_;es of 

the newspapers of America . One woul d think that the matter was a tremendous concern 

to the American people and to the future of mankind . Actually, this ~heppard murder 

case and trial 1 as of absolutely no si~ificance to the life of our community or 

our state or our country, and the publicity w•d.ch attended the case and the trial 

and the avidity with ·which mil lions of our people read every detail of it are simply 

indications that most of us like crime , and mystery and gossip , and tha t newspapers, 

which reflect po ular taste , are not averse to capitalize upon these facts . 

The McCarthy-Army heari ngs over television and r adio demonstrated how imperfect 

are the methods of procedure of our legislative investi ~atin hearings , how easily 

an unscrupulous politician can exploit them for oublicity and personal a g andizement , 

and how deGagogues and would- be dictators operate . 
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The ~oo which may result from these protracted he rin0 s may be the doption 

of a new co e 01' proce ure which will ve Conbressional Investigation Com ittees 

what they are entitled to have , and at the same time protect the rights o~ ,itnesses 

an the constitutional uarantees of nerican citizens . 

The threat of oenator _cCarthy as an individ al may have waned ur1ng the 

year , but the menace of what ha.s been cal led cCarthyism inour fre e democracy is 

always prfsent . n American citizen must always be on the alert to guar himself 

ai_:ajnst it . Had the times been 11ore desperate , ha there been a wide- spread 

economic depression in our midst, this episode of )cc rthy may have been far more 

a~n erous to our cou trv nd to its institutions . - ~ 

he year 1954, the latter part of it , witnessed a lessening of attacks , 

fortunately, on our civil libertie~, which was 1ro in§ in momentun during 1953. 

an ever~rwhere rose in defense o our eiucational in ti utions an the f rerdom 

of teacn: n~ ino schools, in ca e.nies and unive sities - the free v orl struck 

back - the free citizens of rnerice struck back ag-.:iinst this concerted effort 

unich was rna 1e to shackle Americ n free thought in every field - in the church , 

in the school , and in the press . That has been most atifying . 

One of the most [!I'atifying event~ of 1954 was the outlawin '· of school se..., e­

gation by the upreme Court. of the U. S. This is a milestone in Amc::rica ' • steady 

pro es towards the full re2lization of its own mobile ideals of justice and 

equality . t •"•1;1I d • d d • ... th· th· omen ous , a ~ rnous ec1s1on was r n ere in ,ay 01 1 s year on is 

subject of segregatin children in the publi, schools on the bas· s of rac . Chief 

Justice arren , speaking or the unanimous court said , 11 ,e· come then to the question 

presented : oes se£Te atj n of childr .. in ublic schools solely on the basis of 

race, ven thou h the nysica] i'acili tj es an other "tangible" factors m?- • be equal , 

deprive the children of the inorit roup of equal e ucational opportunities? e 

believe th i d es . " 
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iot an.the 3tates i n the outh h ve accepted this ruling or plan at this 

. o. ent to abi e by it . The racial poison is not yet out of their systems entj rely . 

''ome states have recently voted, if necessary, to abolish the ,hole public scno l 

systeill in their states rather than accept the upreme Court ruling. It wi 1 take 

time for full compliance, 1 am sure , but a great road- block has been ch:red away . 

This is the genius of democracy . It accomplishes it~ purposes,not alw ys immediately ­

fr.:quently there are setbacks - but if the will of the people is there con i nuously 

• 
pressing for a ven objective , in the course of time , through a process of e ucation , 

that objective will be obtained . 

uring 19.54 the hmerj c~ n people was emplo, ~e . There was no run v ay inflation , 

no isastrous e 'lation . ur nation has been ct·usting itself to a peacetime 

economy rather satisf ctorily in s i te of the ·_0pes ar.d - ishes of the enemies of 

th fre e world to see our economy crash dm n into ~j saster . 'l'he stand r s of 

lj vine- of our people ha7e b _en hi h . rowhere on 10 's earth do so .nany enjoy so 

much of the goods of the world . Here again it does not mean th· t there re no 

_.Joor amon,... us , no slums , no want . hat is significant is not that we have approached 

the millenium but th·t so many of our people 2re sharing with vhat is be·ng pro uced 

and a e enjoying such a hirh stan ard of livin ; unknown in the whole history of 

mankind , any'\",here on the face of the earth. And the trend continues to make more 

nd more share , and share more equably what our amazing technolo y anJ skills 

of our peoplL , the ir.i tia i ve of our people are procLtcin 0 • D ing the year the 

.mericen peo le h:,ve shared with othPrs. that which it itself has enjoyed . The 

needs of the peoples abroa have not been overlooked , ~n -merica has pourec o t 

thousanas of millions of do lars o llevic...te suffering abroad and to h lp people 

b technolo d.c 1 g • ance and advice , by financial support to improve their 

onn cond'tions of life . From al] in ic tions o e pert economic prophets and 
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prognosticators seem to tell us th t the prospects for the coming year are 

good indeed . o that I believe it is a fair summary to say that 1954 has been 

a r elatively good year f or our people an:1 for the 11orld . 

For t he Jcish people 1~54 was a significant ye r because the Je.ish citizens 

in the United tates celebrated during this year the 300th anniversary of the 

settler.ient of the first Jews on the soil ,. hich is no-:; part of the m i ted ...,tates 

of merica . This_ ve our people an opportunity to review three centuries of 

living on these -Tacious s hores . ,e derive strengthening and a measure of pride 

from the si ific1nt contributions which our people '"'lade to the total l ife of 

A .. erjca . Cur non- Jewish friends 1oin with us throughout the country in the many 

celebrations whj ch have been held commemorative of this important event . It 

has tiven the American Jewish community also an occasion to think through a bit 

its own position and its prospects for the future - hat it has achieved , 1hat it 

has fai ed to achieve , what re ~·ns to be done to nsure its positior. as a vital 

an' creative reli ious oup i this l~nd of ours . 

195L marked also sub~tantial pro ess ..:n the consolidation and the develop­

ment of the tate of Israel . Its population has been steadily jncreasin and 

will s oon reach the fi e of t wo million . ..,ince 1950 the 1;00ulation of Is -ael 

has increased by 0, an its national. income has increased by 37% . Its exports 

and re- exports hav steadily increased so that the trade deficit has stea ily 

decreased . There still reme ins , of course, a substantial ac.tverse trade balance , 

but 1hat, you must. remember , is experienced by every pioneerinf country . he 

ni ted tates of America continued to have ~n adverse t ··a e balance until the 

1 te 1880 1 s . ~ere it not for he fact th t much of its budget has to be diverted 

into m..:..litary channels to protect its life , the young vta e of Israel woul ' be 

most rapidly approaching anoint of economic self- suffi ciency . The polj ical 

trouble with its Arab nei hbors did not lessen durin 195h. The lea ers of the 

Arab Lea ue are still breatning war . The rab nei nbors refuse to make peace , 
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refuse to sit im•n and discuss peace . The boycotts against Israel and the 

blockades continue . During the latter part of 1954, you may recalJ , there was 

considerable discussion in the becurity Council of the United i:ations over the 

fact that an Israeli ship , the :.et Galim , makine its way through the .hed ea to 

pass throu 3h the 5uez Canal , was stopped and taken over by the Eryptians . Since 

that time , the Egyptian government has released the crew of the bet Galirn and 

promised to retu-n the ship , but it has not indicated that it wi~l conform to the 

decisjon of the United Nations to permit shipping bound for Israel to pass through 

the Suez Janal . The Arab intransi gence thus cont inues , and I am afraid that our 

foreign policy in relatior¼,o the -iddle East , in relation to these Arab-Israeli 

problems has not been helpful . The policy which was announced gives the 

Arab states the impression that the erican :::overnn ent wjll now be advancing 

their interests at the expense of Israel . The nerican eovernment , of course , 

ha s never taken that position . But in pro ising to snip arms to these Arab 

states and in actually shippin s arms to the state of Iraq in the last few weeks 

without at the same time shipping arms to Israel and maintaining the balance 

military strength in that part of the world , the impression has own in the 

U~ited States t hat the Amerjcan government is with them and therefore they do 

not need to come to any under t tanding with the state of Israel . Perhaps ~n 1955 

the situation will clear up a bit . I a 1. hoping that it wil. . B t it vrlll require 

a much more positive, less of a wishful thinking, approach on the part of those 

responsible for .,ti.idl e East poli cy in our tate Department to bring that desired 

objective to pass . 

And so we enter the year of 1955 , dear f r iends . I believe , more opefully , 

but in all realism it should be sai d that the grave problems which have pla.._:ued 

the world last year and the year be1ore and the year before that have received 

no fundamenta l solution. They will be on hand d ing the cominz year , chal.len ,ing 
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us and callin for the best kin i of statesmanship that our country is able to 

ive and also for a eat measure of patience on our part an~ confidence in 

ourselves and in our democratic principles if 1 e are to continue to r-ive the 

orld a measure 01 1 aders i . in se troubled and unsettled times . 
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Part III. EQUALITY BEFORE 
THE LAW 

Our Constitution is olor-blind . ... The Ian regard r man as man, and 
takes no accotmt of his sttrrotmdings or of his color when his cii ii rights 
as g11ara11teed bJ1 the mprem lazl' of the land are in ofred. 

Mr. Ju tic H, rt 1 , • ) n di encin 
in Ple.r.rJ v. Ferguson. 1896. 

l ' come then to the q11estio11 pre e11ted: Does segrl gation of children 
in p11blic schools sole/-)' on the b,isis of race, ez·en thottgh the physical 
facilities and other 'tangible} factors niay be q11 d deprive the children 
of the 1ni1ZoritJ, grnup of eqttal e lt,c 1tional opporttmities? 117 e b lieve 
that it doer. hi f Ju ti e W,rren f r th un ni­

mous Court in B1'own . The Board 
of Edttcation, May 17 ] 954. 

EQUALITY I RELATION TO RACE, 
CREED' AND NATIONAL ORIGIN 

The May, 195 decision of de U.S. Suprem Court banning r ial 
egregation in p 1blic chools i undoubtedly the most important iccory 

of the past fifty years in che w rfare again - discrimination. The Court 
verthrew th 1896 Ple sy . F rgu n d c rine hich held that dis­

crimination does nor exist if eparate but equal educational opportunity 
is pro ided. In hailing che decision the ACLU said •·1rs effect will be 
felt not only by the thousands of school children who will now, for 
the first time, enjoy their educ tion on a truly equal basis. It will be 
felt in the far corners of the world, where er America's faith in its 
democratic concepts is challenged falsely by Communist propagandists." 
Judge J. Waties Waring, ACLU Board member, had himself, while 
sitting on the federal District Court bench, ruled against discrimination 
in several cases. He noted general agre ment on the wisdom of the 
court jn asking for arguments as to the manner in which the decision 
should be implemented and said that the NAACP had al o helped the 
situation by stating that egro leader hip would be patient and would 
be cooperative with Southern authorities, although of course reser ing 
the right to court action where the rights of Negroes are denied. 

It is significant that this decision was made at a time when the South 
itself was of differing mind ab ut racial equality. For example, in 
February 1954, at the very time the court as deliberating, Washing­
ton D.C., witne sed the racial integration of two receiving centers, 
the district jail, a public hospital, a training scho I and six public 

77 



~ •::- .. 

N 
. ···\ -~~.~· l-

o 
'-'·-~." 

• " . -.... • . :,. .. : "'.~ .:..·-,., 
&.;; ~: . ... ~ ":~.'. 

--~·-- N ~ :~~:: ... .,., 

~ • :::r~ >·· 
' .:.. ... ,.. ... •'··:-. ,, .. i .. , ... . 

lti • • ,~',"'-t✓ • • 

• :,_: -~!;tt::--
.... 

:.:~:;;:; b.t<,,, .. _ ;, ..... ~,. •• ,, ,__ ,,. 

"\;~~~t:-\\,.-. .., -- ---
:Jil-1Jr<;4 

1 
19-, i 7,,,,,_ LIDEIITY BEL ·• . 

78 




