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LOVE A FOU I THE BIBLE 

The cond in the ries, "Facets of the ible" 

February 6, 1955 

n the English langua and in the Hebrew there i s but one ord which is .est 

commonly u ed for the concept of love - in nglish, of course, it is " l ove" and in 

Hebre it is "ababa!' But in the eek th'.!re are three ords for love, n they 

help you to distinguish the various categories of love. oadly speac ing, there is 

the term" ~os," which means natural love, physical love bet een man and woman; 

there is he term "Ag pe," whi ch means the love of man or oman for piritual and 

intellectual realities and values - love of justice, truthJ and there is "Philia," 

from which e get such terms as "philanthropic," hioh io the love of man for his 

fello an - for friend, for parents and chil r n, for nei ghbor. 'he Bible has 

a undant aterial on all three types of love. 

F'or ev ple, t -- ke the concept of "Agape." Th Bible peaks repeatedly of the 

love of od, of man's love for od, of Co · tr love for man, God's love for Israel 

and for lmmani ty. True faith through religion is co ceived as the love 0£ :od 

(Veohaf toh) - and thou shalt love the Lord thy dth all tey heart, dth all 

thy soul, an ~1th all thy r.rl.ght. ~om tj_mes people make a i tinotion between 

the God of love and the God of ·ustice. In the first place, love is no antonym for 

justice. The opposite of lovP, is not justice, but hate. Love arrl justice are not 

contradictory terms. 

o .. peti ti ve the:olo has from earliest times assi d to the ld Testament, 

the Jewish Bible, a God of juJtice and to the Testament, the Christian Bible, 

a God ot love. othing can be further ~om the truth. In those places in tt. 

ible where God's ttribut s are enumerated (as in xodus 20 and 34), these attributes 

or God are fairly ell apportioned between justice and love 1th a marked bias 
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toward love. (Hebre ) The I.Drd, the Lord God i s mer • f'ul and compassionate, 

patient, and abundant in mercy and in love, for vin . iniquity, showing rcy 

unto the thousandth neration. 

he prophet Jonah complains bitterly that 1 love as so boundle~s as 

actually to ~nterfere th the operation of the la of justice. h refore, he 

refused to go, you 11 recall, to the icked city of Nineveh to warn the eople so 

that they might repent of their wickedness and be saved~ 

The attitude of the Bible to these twin complemen~rJ concepts of lo'Vt? and 

justice may be summed up in the ,ords of both Jeremiah, the propheti, arxi the 

Psalmists. Jeremiah said, "I am the Lord who pract i ces kindness , justice, and 

righteousness on the earth, and inthese thing do 1 deli ht." And the Psalmist 

sang," .hteousness and justice are the foun at ons of Thy throne; love and truth 

go befor Thee." 

It is inter sting to note that loving od as in a very real sense an original 

contribution of the people of the Bible. The anci nts, pa n, all revered their 

Gods. They f ared them and they ors hi . ed them, rut they did not love them. 

One misses in ancient and classical literature any outpouring of love, any deep

stirring affecti on for any of their Gods, even though their pantheons enshrined 

many Gods and goddesses of love. To love Liod 11th all one's heart and with all 

one's soul and with all one's might must have been a new and stran sentiment to 

the peoples of antiquity. It appears to be uniquely a J e ish sentiment. The 
but 

Godot Israel was not only revered and worshipped,~bowxilessly loved. Abraham, the 

founder ot the faith, is called in the Bible the "lover of God.• All truly righteous 

men are called the "lovers of God." '.l'he people of Israel knew that their God in 

his an r co 1 ld be stern and could smite ith fury the icked ard the faithlles, but 

they were nevertheless drawn to Him with ban s of love. "I love Thee, O lord, 

my trength," sings th Ps lmist. 
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The people of the Bible and the Jewish people generally ere confident 

that God loved them with an everlasting love, even when He chastened them. 

"I have loved Thee with an everlasting love.n So you read in one of the prophets, 

11\'lhen Israel was a child I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son ••• How can 

I give you up , O Ephraim, how can I hand you over, 0 1 Israel •.• I will heal their 

fai thf'ulness J I will love them freely .•• I will be as the dew to Israel; they shall 

flower as a garden, they shall blossom as the vine , their fragrance shall be like 

the wine of Lebanon." This is from the prophet Hosea. 

Israel knew itself bound by a covenant with God, an everlasting covenant, but, 

this covenant was a covenant of love. I will betroth you unto me forever. I dll 

betrothe you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadf'ast love, and in 

This fe eling that the covenant, ich boun Israel to its was one of love 

was Gemmen to the prophet, the sage, the mystic, nd even to the legalist in Israel. 
I 

Thus the great teacher of the Talmud , Akiba, perhaps the fore:nost legal!st of the 

Talmud, when the question came up whether the on of Songs - the great rhapsody 

of love - should be included in the Bible, i n the canon of the Bible , Adba said, 

"If all the books are holy, the Song of Songs is the holy f holies, 11 because he 

saw in that love bet ·een man and woman so exaltingly and beauti~~lly, poetically 

sung, he san in it a parable de~cribing the relationship of God arrl the community 

of Israel. And it is this Sa.Ille legaliat Akiba, peo le speak very often of this 

cold, dialectic legalist of the Talmud woo made such an ado about every minutiae of 

the law, so punctilious about little things and unimportant things in reli · on - it 

is this same Aldba ho d!ed a martyr for his faith because when the edict was 

issued by Emperor Hadrian prohibiting the teaching of the Tor·ah, demonstrative:cy 
3 

Akiba gathered a group pf pupils around him and taught the Torah so that the 

Torah may not perish in Israel. ·ihen he was let out to torture and execution his 

disciples ·said to him, "Akiba, our master, this is the Torah and this is the reward? 

n 
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He said to them, n1tve al ·sys wondered all through my life as I taught my pupils 

when I C' IE upon the passage 'nd thou shalt love the Lord thy ~ 1th a 11 th¥ 

heart, with all thy soul, aoo with all thy might,' I kne that I had been servi ng 

God ith all my heart an with all my might, but I was ondering 1hen I <11ld have 

the privilege of servin • him ith all my life, and now that the .rianent has come 

he I can sacrifice my life out of love of uod, wil • I be sorrowful because of it? 

It is this l o e of ~od and the love of the Torah a the love of Judaism, this 

prowd an ~ grate.f~l love, this love v,. • ch -xpect€d no r ards, which is, in a pro-

f o d sense , responsible for the 5urvival of 1 . A people that i n the depths 

of its misfortunes anJ the nifold tra ies hich ,:Ji rtook it could still say, 

11 d07i blessed are e . ow good is our f'ort ne. .riow bea1.1tiful is our lot. How 

glorious is our heritage. 

And so you ha e in t 'ible very uch a out t nis pe, this lD8 of man for 

eat spiritual truths. lh re is muc . in the i ble also about the t· o other types 

of love - Lro~ and hilia. 

mystery. 

h· ibl knows the porer o Eros an:i its baf ling 

"Set e as a sea l upon your ht:art , as a seal upon your arw. J 
For love is strong as deathJ jealousy is cruel as the grave. 
Its flashes are flash s of fire, a most violent flame. 

ny waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it -
If a an offered for love all the ealth of his house it old~ utterly scorned." 

There is a love , hich is as stron as death. 1h r e · s a love hich turns i nto a 

jealousy hich is as cruel :..s the grave. True love cannot be purchased by all the 

ealth that man can of1er. -Lhat pretty 11 sums it up , doesn't it? Ard hm baffling 

and incomprehensibl i:3 tnis love ,"3.nd how unpredictable. In the ook of Proverbs 

we reada "Threet ·ugs are too o erful for meJ four I do not un'.lerstanda 

The 7 of an ea le • n the alcy' -
The wq ot a rpent on a rock -
Th way or as p on the igh seas -
lhe ay of a man ith maiden. 
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Thia Book of Books, this amazing and immort 1 document of all that transpires 

in the soul of man, the Bible knows the tragedies which love as passion an as lust 

can cause in en and o n. It ows of the enticin ~ and destroyin love of a so. 

and th oman in the valley 1of orek - Delilah. 'He told her allhis heart and she 

betrayed him." re t dramas and great operas and gre,t songs and poems have 1'een 

rit ten a out this theme of samson am Delilah, the theme of an ehticing love, 

bewitching love, nd a destroying love. The Bible tells that story and mankin 

s treasured that lesson ever since. 

The ible tells of a t emporary maddening an sinf 1 lo e of an othe ise good 

and noble ld.ng hich led to crime and to disaster. It tells of David and of the 

beautifu Bath- heba, • hom he loved. But t h- beba as already the • fe of another 

, n, of Uriah, the Hittite, • valiaut and old ' er of King David. "5o vid 

sent messages and took her." To hide , for she asooon dth 

child, avid had Uriah sent to th front ranks of t h • dest f'i hting to make 

sure that be was lled, and he as killed, and then the ld .. g married Bath- heba. 

The prophet of the Lord, Nathan, came to King avid and said to him, "There was 

a poor man, Kin aVid, ho had one little ewe lamti. There s a rich man in the 

same village who had flocks and herds and much c ttle. Arrl a visitor came to the 

rich man. he rich an wanted to entertain his est, so he took the one sin le 

e e lamb of the poor an ar:rl offered it to hi guest." King David called out, n o 

is this base and sinful man who would dare to do such an infamous eed1" nd the 

prophet athan said to him, "Thou art the man." nd Kin vid fell upon hi lmees, 

n beating hi• breast, acknowled d the s·n and said, "I . have sinned a inst God." 

The Bible kn sofa gr at and pure love ot a man for a anan and de cribea 

i in great etan. and et tenderness - t e love of Jacob tor chel. Jacob as 

a refu e fro. his ome in a istant land, n the home of Laban, a kinsman, nd as 

he came to hi hou e be chanced to hold the daughter of Laban, Rachel, comin out, 
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and Rachel, says the ble, as beautiful and lovely, an :i Jacob loved her at first 

si ght. And he c me t o L· ban and said, "I will ser ve " ou seven years f er your 

daughter Rachel," "and they seemed to hi. ," say the i b le, "but ~ few days because 

of t e love he ha f or her. 'l n when the tie of s rvice ,as completed an, the 

even yoars e:-e en e , Ja~ob was deceived b-.f h! n 1~.:.n an ab.an. He • s not ·ven 

!tc'lchel for a .. fe., . che . hom he loved, but M vm iv n Leah, ner sister, • om 

he did not lo7e 1 3nl so Jacob served another scve, years for achel. •nd as the 

-ible says, '' day t.he heat con. Uine him, an the cold by n· cht, • nd his sle p 

fled from his eyes." .. om·t _en years of servi tude .for 1 an one loved. n ,hen 

he married chel, th ... y left t,he home of Laban n i return d to C naan., the hoioo of 

Jacob. R chel did not lie long. Shortly af t er they left Laban, l ch.el died on 

vin;; birth to nj min. Jacob .ourned d 0ply, 1 t-broken, irat.e, un <.>nsolable, 

and, says the bl . , "Jacob set up a pillar upon he r ve ~ •• ch is t e illar ot 

achel I s tomb" hich •• s th re to this d y. T i . i other typ o love., ( ·.u te 

different fror. 

The Bible kno- s of the overly-fan. an:i in u ent love o parents for children 

hich 1 st.roys the char cter or t .e child ~n • br· ne 0 .: .f ~nr sorr-CJV', to the parent. 

And no it l ls i n o, t J. ncth the ove of Jacob for Joseph, t :,a t bea 1 tiful boy, 

the C 1 Of ol ge hom he love or e t1an "• Y of his other son. {e gave 

him a coat of' r.inny color t ovr his opecial affect i on for him, thereby creating 

terrible e Jvy nd jea ousy monr. the other brothers no sou .,.ht then to kill Jos6p • 

They nted to ldll him, an fjnal :y they so ' l nto 1.~1avery to .. group of 

I smae lite ho er,:, on the .... y to ,eYJ)t. An o Jacob ourned ny ears for 

d lnvi h d so . cl unnecessary and in ul nt aff ection 
. 

bich w snot f or Jo eph who c e t think of himself as superior to hie 

brothers, and it was not good tor the other chil ren, ho came to hate. 

The ~ble also tells ot' tb lov of vid tor his handsome son Abaalcn, hom 
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be spoiled to the point here Absalom1 hen he up, ebelled ag ·nst his f a ther 

and drove Avid for a tiin fro: his thror.e in Jeru al.er,.. Absalan ,as finally killed 

in b ttle and that left • a m n father broken h arted, stricken with grief, eep:i.ng 

over hiss n Ab98.lom. 

Lov can be a s'br)n""' as death, especially th r em kind of love. 

~here is al o int'e Bible very· uch about a third kind of love, the hilia. 

Ther is the magn fiPent story of the friendship, that superb and ficent 

d thless friendship l::>et,,een D vid arrl Jonat.han \ hich has se ,-ed as a .odel. the 

e ~e plar of t.rue .friendship since th:. t time throughout the wc,rld. The fr .. -.:;n. ~hip 

betieen a princ an a Ahepher lad, a friendsh·p nhich 1 d them to ple ge an 

eternal VCII/I - "The Lord shall be between you am me an bet een my descendants 

and om- desce dants forev r." nd i1hen .,a· 1 c e envious of you: avid, 

fearing for his o, thr ne, he sou ht to ld.11 ..... avid c use aul's own s on Jonathan 

arned him to save his life. · ,,en Jonathan wa slain in battle 1th his father, 

the battle ith the t'hilist:i.nes, David ascended the throne. It "' S David who showed 

mercy and ld.ndness to the d scendants ot Jonathan's .friend. 'hen ne s of the de th 

of Jonathan was brought to David, he uttered the famou lament hich bas run own 

the a • s, "How r the mi ~ ty fallen in the nti. st of t,he battle I Jonathan lies 

slain upon th h:l h laces. I am .:stressed for you, my brother Jonathan. Very 

pleasant have .. ou en to me. Your love to me as on er 'ul, passing the love of 

omeh . How a re the mi ty fallen In 

o literature i n the orld is as rich in nti nts of .friendship, this Philla, 

this love of one .. r~on for nother, altrui tic, disi. te ted, uns 1.tish love, s 

the Bible. 'l'o love our n i hbor is the ry epitom ')f t .li_ whole code or orals 

of the B ble. Love thy n fchbor as thysel. o love the stra:1 r is a doctrine 

un . m n • n th n ient orld , or the str n er as t barbarian, the . tential 

ene to be feare and hated nd de·stroyed, 11' need be. The Bible halt a doz n times 
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in the tldst of a code of lais proscribes, n hou shalt love the tranger, or ·ou 

ere stran era in the land ot grpt. hou shalt not oppres the stranger. 

1 ... , unto the nat ·ve brr. an unto the stranger. 

But . all le € fo s .L lo·,e in 1.dc the i ble a ounds, hether it is roe 

Cl" bape or Phili I the - ible aelmonishes men an ... ~n to abide y dse ci . 
Cl. p 

Our r~li - o. has al,ays bee su~picious of t ·s f orid an baro ue, what i 

over!:i trained c d exa ·era ted in all hu: .. ser.ti nt · and affections. ven love, 

t·1e purest kind 01 loY I requires, a "' do 211 virtues a d hum£n entiments and 

aff ections, guidance, control., r strai t, :isdom., else it runs to riot, chaos, 

se l estruction. • •• a lov . ich d strays the balance, the symmetry cf life, 

t ich is to much, and hat is too uch is no good. -4-lven n irtue, in the 
, 

s upreme virt s n the s 1preme rel.;tionships of . n l ife, t re . :ust this 

n • 

ise . ~c.:pli e - hich roli n this g anc this xu restraint, thiJ Ve , ., 
. u ent. One shoul st he pa s of th ible or .nany t rings. tudy ne CR" 

ver profitably th p.:..ges o t c ible to untler:,tand t se t~cle t of lo c hich 

i .., en vcryone I s lips • ic our 11 ter --- t • tod y .:.s so full of, hich is many 

instanc slacks that rho cme ess., t. l -" 1 e uality of • nci 1~ n • nd r eatraint 

h:.ch Ju aic- each ..> 
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LOVE AS FO IND IN TH:: :.IBLE 

The becond in the ::,eries , "Facets of the Eible" 

February 6, 1955 

In the Enelish languacre and in the Hebrew there is but one v;ord which is 1ost 

commonly used for the concept of love - in 'nglish, of course , it is "love" and in 

Hebrew it is 11 ahaba~• But in the , eek there arc three 1 ords for love, n they 

help you to distinguish the various categories of love . Proadly speck in~ , there is 

the term "rros , 11 which means natural love , physical love between man and vrnman ; 

there is ·he term "Agape, 11 which means the love of m n or ·mman for spiritual and 

intellectual realities and values - love of justice , truth; and there is "f-hilia, 11 

from which we get such terms as "philantri..ropic , 11 hich is the love of man for his 

fellow- man - for friend , for par.nts and children, for neighbor . The Bible has 

abundant material on all three types of love . 

For ex&mple , take the concept of II gape . 11 The Bible speaks repeatedly of the 

love of uod , of man ' s love for God, of Go''s love for man , God 1 s love for Israel 

and for humanity . True faith through reliv'i.on is conceived as the love of God 

(Veohaftoh) - and thou shalt love the Lord thy God vdth all thy heart , ·rith all 

thy soul , and ·1ith all thy might . bometimes people make a ' istinction betYeen 

the God of love and the God of ·ustice . In the first place , love is no antonym for 

·ustice . The opposite of love is not justice, but hate . I,ove and justice are not 

contradictory terms . 

Cor1petitive theolo .- has from earliest times assi;;ned to the ld Testament , 

the Jewish Bible , a God of justice and to the ew 'lestament , the Christian Bible , 

a God of love . Nothing can be further from the truth . In those places in the 

-ible ihere God ' s attribut s are enumerated (as in xodus 20 and JL~), these attributes 

of God are fairly ·iell apportioned between justice and love ¥ith a marked b "As 
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toward love. (Hebre,) The Lord, the Lord '":-Od is merciful and compassionate, 

patient, and abundant in mercy and in love, for ~ving iniquity. showin~ rcy 

unto the thousandth generation. 

The prophet Jonah complains bitterly that .od ' s love v.ras so boundless as 

actually to jnterfere ·th the operation of the law of justice. 1herefore , he 

refused to go, you will recall, to the wicked city of Nineveh to r1arn the peo-nle so 

that they might repent of their wickeaness and be saved . 

The attitude of the Bible to these twin complementary concepts of love and 

·ustice ay be summed up in the· ords of both Jeremiah, the propheti , and the 

Psalmists . Jeremiah said, "I am the Lord who practices k1ndness , ·ustice , and 

righteousness on the earth, and inthese thin~ do : deli~ht . 11 And the PsaJmist 

sang, 11 ~ .. ighteousness and justice are the foundations of Thy throne; love and truth 

go before Thee." 

It is interesting to note that loving -O v,as in a very real sense an ori inal 

contribution of the people of the Bible . The ancients, pa~ans, all revered their 

Gods . The feared them and they ,orshi ed them, rut they did not love them. 

One misses in ancient and classical literature a y outpourin of love, any deep

stirring affection for any of their Gods, even thou h their pantheons enshrined 

many Gods and goddesses of Jove. To love Ltod with all one's heart and ti th all 

one's soul and ri th all one's might rr;.ust have been a neV\ ar;id strange sentiment to 

the peoples of antiq · ty. It appears to be uniquely a Jewish s ntiment. The 
but 

God of Israel was not only revered and worshipped,fr'oundlessly loved . Abraham, the 

founder of the faith, is called in the Bible the "lover of God . 11 All truly ri,.rhteous 

en are called the "lovers of God." 'lhe people of Israel knev1 that their God in 

his an ~r cold be stern and could smite with fury the wicked and the faithms, but 

they were nevertheless drawn to Him with ban,.:: s of love . "I love Thee , 0 Lord , 

my strength , " sin s the Psalnist . 
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he people of the Bible and the Je •1ish people ~enerally were confident 

that uoct loved them with an everlasting love, even hen He chastened them . 

11 I have loved Thee with an everla~ting love . 11 So you re d in one of the prophets, 

11¥,hen Israel was a child I loved him, and o t of Egypt I called my son •.. How can 

I ·ve you up, 0 Ephraim, how c2n I hand yo over, O, Israel . . . I will heal their 

faithfulness; I ill love them freely . .• r will be as the dew to Israel; they shall 

~lower as a garden, they shall blossom as the vine, their fragrance shall be like 

the wine of Lebanon." This is from the prophet Hesea . 

Israel knew itself bound by a covenant with God, an everlasting covenant, but 

this covenant was a covenant of love . I will betroth you unto me forever . I 1ill 

betrothe you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and in 

compassion . 

' his fe eling that the covenant hich boun Isr el to its Go was one of love 

ras corri:non to the prophet, the sa~e, the mystic, and even to tne le galist in Israel. 

Thus the eat teacher of the Talmud, kiba, perhaps the foremost le -•alist of the 

Talmud, when the question came up whether the ~ong of Songs - the u eat rh2psody 

of love - should be included in the Bible, i n the canon of the Bible, A,ciba said, 

"If all the books are holy, the Song of bongs is the holy of holies," because he 

saw in that love between man and woman so exaltingly and beauti ~ully, poetically 

sung, he saw in it a parable describin the relationship of God and the cominuni ty 

of Israel . And it is t his sa~e legalist Akiba, peoole speak very often of this 

cold, dialectic le alist of the Talmud who made such an ado about every minutiae of 

the law , so punctilious about little things and unimportant things in reli r i on - it 

is this same A • ba ho died a martyr for his faith because v1hen the edict was 

issued by peror Hadrian prohibitin the teachinr of the Torah, demonstratively 

Akiba athered a oun of pupils around him and taught the Torah so that the 

'Iorah may not perish in Israel . he he was let out to torture and e recution his 

discipl s said to him, "Akiba, our ma ter, this is the Torah and this is the re ard'?n 
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He said to them , "I ' ve always vmndered all through my life as I taught my pupils 

when I c eroo upon the passage 1And thou shalt love the Lord thy r od with a 11 t hyr 

heart , with all thy soul, and with all thy might ,' I knew that I had been serving 

God with all my heart and with all my mi ght , but I was wondering when I wculd have 

the privilege of serving him with all my life , and now that the moment has come 

when I can sacrifice rny life out of love of God, wil l I be sorrowful because of it? 

It is this love of God and the love of the Torah ana the love of udaism , this 

proud and grateful love , this love which expected no rewards , which is , in a pro

f ound sense , responsible for t he survival of Israel . A peonle that in the depths 

of its misfortunes and the manifold tragedies which a,ertook it could still say , 

11 How blessed are we . How good is our fortune . How beautiful is our lot . How 

glorious is our heritage . 

And so ;you have in the ible very much about this 1 gape , this :me of man for 

great spiritual truths . There is much in the Bible also about the two other types 

of love - :E.ros and Philia . The Bibl e knows the power of Eros and its baffling 

mystery . 

"Set me as a seal upon your heart , as a seal upon your arm ; 
For love is strong as death ; jealousy is cruel as the grave . 
Its flashes are flashes of fire , a most violent flame . 
Nany waters cannot quench love , neither can floods drovm it -
If a man offered for love all the wealth of his house it would be utterly scorned . " 

There is a love which is as strong as death. a love ·which turns into a 

jealousy which is as cruel as the ave . True love cannot be purchased by all the 

·wealth that man can ofr'er . That pretty well sums it up , doesn't it? And how baffling 

and incomprehensible is this love and how unpredictable . In the Book of roverbs 

we read : "Threet ings are too wonderful for me ; four I do not unJ erstand : 

The way of an eagle in the sky -
The way of a serpent on a rock -
The way of a ship on the high seas -
tne way of a man Vii th a maiden . 
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This Book of Books , this amazing and immort~l document of all that trans ires 

in the soul of man , the ible knows the trar;edies which love as passion an as lust 

can cause in men and women . It knov,s of the enticing and destroying love of a amso 

and the woman in the valley of Sorek - elilah . '· e told her al]his heart a d she 

betrayed him . " reat dramas and creat operas and gre t songs and poems have been 

writ en a out this theme of Samson and Delilah , the theme of an nticin; love , a 

bewitching love , and a destroying love . The Bible tells that story and mankind 

has treasured that lesson ever since . 

he bible tells of a temporary maddening and sinful lo.e of an otherwise ~o od 

and noble king ·nich led to crime and to disaster . It tells of Dav~d and of the 

beautifu ath-'.:)he a, • :horn he loved . ,...ut _.ath- vheba was already the v;ife of another 

man, of Uriah, the Hittite , c1 valiant and loyal sol ;er of Kin · David . 11 o Javid 

sent messa 0 es a d took her . 11 To hide a th- Sheba ' sh e , for s e was ooon ·11i th 

child , Javid had Uriah sent to the front ranks of the ardest fi ghtin6 to make 

sure that he was killed, and he 1 as killed , and then the ki1.g married Bath-Sheba . 

The prophet of the Lord , I athan , came to King David and said to him, 11 'rhe "e was 

. . Javid , who had one little ewe e poor man, ing lamli . There was a rich man in the 

same village who had flocks and herds and much cattle . An a visitor ca!Ile to the 

rich man . 'he rich an wanted to entertain his est, so he took t e one single 

e~e lamb of the poor nan and offered it to h:..s est .11 King David called out , "iiho 

is this base and sinful man rho would dare to do such an infamous aeed?" nd the 

prophet r a than said to him, "Thou art the man .11 And in· vi fell pon his knees , 

an beating i breast , acknov1led
0
ed the s • n and said , 11 I have sinned against Go . 11 

The Bib e knows of a great and pure love of a man for a, oman anu e cribes 

i in eat aetail. ad eat te derness - t e love of Jacob for chel . ·a ·ob as 

a refugee from his home in a distant land , in the home o Laban , a kinsman , an as 

he came to his ouse he ch,:,nce to beho1 the daughter of LabA.n , achel , comin out , 
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and achel , says t.he Bible , uas beautifu_ and ovely, nd Jacob loved her at first 

si ht . And e came to L ban a1 d said , 11 I oi.1.l serve you seven years fer your 

daughter R chel , 11 11and they seemed to him ,11 says the i le, 11 but a fe , days because 

of the love he ha fo_ her . 1! ;hen tne tim of service was complete and the 

seven years were ended , Jacob was deceived by is kinsman 1 a ban . :_e •,as not i ven 

achel for a ~i_e , ~achel .hom he loved , but he was iven Lean , her sister , ,hom 

he did not love , an so acob served another seven years for achel . nd as the 

Bible says , ·'Ey day the heat consumed him , nd the cold by night , and 1is sleep 

fled from his eyes . 11 Fourteen years o~ servitude for 2 ,. o. an one loved . n when 

he m2rried achel , t. -r le "t the home of Laban and return d to Ca aa , the ome of 

Jacob . _achel 'id not live long . Shortly ai'ter they left Laban , - ac el died on 

·ving birth to _enjarrin . acob. ourned deeply, eart-broken , irate , unconsolable , 

and , says the Biole , "Jacob set up a pilla.n upon hec r ve • .ic.1 is the il ar of 

achel I s tomb 11 which is there to this day. Thi i anotner t 

different from ..Javid ' s , amson 1 s . The ible 

of love, .' ·te 

The ~ble Knows of the overly- fond and in ulgent l ove of parents for children 

which - estroys t he character of the child and brings grief and sox-ro to the parent . 

An so it tells in e~t 1 nf!"th the love of Jacob for Joseph , tr t beautifu boy , 

the c lila of his ol a e whom he l oved -:o_·e than any of his other sons . He gave 

him a coat of many col ors to shoi his special affection for him, thereby creating 

terrible envy and jealousy amon- the other brothers who sou~ht then to kill Joseph . 

T ey w nted to kill him , an final y they sol him into slavery to a oup of 

Jsmael:t es ho ere on their, to ..c. t . nd so Jacob ourned man. - years for 

his ost son , upon ,,.,hom he ha lavishe so much unneces ary and iniul • nt affection 

which ias not 00 I for Joseoh .. ·1ho c me to think of himself as superior to his 

brothers , and it was not 00 for the other chi ren , ho came to hate . 

The i ble also t lls o· th love of vid for is handsome so baalom , ,horn 
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he spoiled to the point where Absalom, hen he e• u , rebelled aga·nst his father 

and drove avid for a time froir his throne in Jerusalem . Absalo:n ;· as final l y kil l ed 

in battle an that left h;s mm father broken h t:c:arted , stricken .vi th !!I'ief, ·eeping 

over his son Absalom . 

Love can be as s trong as death, especiall y the wron kind of : ove . 

There is also int:e Eible very much about a third kind of love, the ~h~lia . 

T ere is the ma~nificent story of the friendship , that superb and ma ificent 

deathless friendship between avid and Jonathan which has se 1·ved as a . octel, the 

e{e3plar of true friendship since tra t time throughout the world. The frien "ship 

between a prince and a s hepher· lad , a friendshjp which led them to pledge an 

eternal vCN1 - "The Lord s ' all be betv een you arrl me and bet\ een my descendants 

and your descendants orever . 11 i.nd ·when ~.,aul beca e envious of .romg avid , 

fearin for his o·:m throne , he sou ·ht to kill Javid • ec use Saul 's o • n son Jonathan 

warned him to save his life . en Jonathan was slain in battle vii th : is father , 

the battle with the hilistines , David as ·ended the throne . It 111::i s 1 avid v,ho showed 

mercy and kindness to the des cendants of Jonathan's 1riend. ,hen news of the d•th 

of Jonathan was brought to avid , he uttered the famous lament ,; hich has run down 

the a ges, " How are the mighty fallen in the mi,lst of the battle l Jonathan lies 

slain upon the hi h places . I am istressed for you , my brother Jonathan . Very 

pleasant ha re you been to me . Your love to me 1 as ,onder.ful, pass in the love of 

women . Ho-;, re the mi ~hty fallen t 11 

}to literature i r the world is as rich in sentiments of friendship , this Philia , 

this love of one o son for another, altruistic , disinterested , unselfish love , a s 

the Bible . To love our nei hbor is the very epitome of tne whole code of morals 

of the ible . Love thy nei !'1'hbor as t. yse L . .' . o love the stranger is a doctrine 

un novm in the ancient world , f or the str- n er was the b rbarian, tne :,otential 

enemy to be feare and hated and destrcyed, if need be. The Bible half a ozen times 
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in the midst of a code of laws proscribes, rtThou shalt love the stran er, "or ou 

were strangers in the land of Eg.YPt . Thou shalt not oppress the stranger . Cne 

l ~w , unto the native bor and unto the stranger . 

But in all these forms o_ love in which the ible abounds , whether it is ~ros 

or Agape or Philia , the Bible admonishes men and women to abide by wise discipline . 

Our reli io has always been suspicious of what is florid and baroque, ;,hat is 

overstrained and exa ~;erated in all human sentiments and affections . 1ven love , 

the purest kind of love , requires , as a o all virtues and hTu~an sentiments and 

affections , guidance , control , restraint , wisdom, else it runs to riot , chaos , 

se .lf- estruction .... a love w1ich destroys the balance , the symmetry of life 

wnich is t -:o much , and what is too much is no good . Even : n virtue , in the 

supreme virt cs and the Sl-.pre e relationships o human ...ife , t ere must be this 

wise is cipline which reli • -- n gives , this guidance , this :rlxfm.&,tk restraint , thi. .. 

judgment . One shoul study the pages of the Bible for many things . One can study 

very profitably the pa~es of the ible to unc erstand t' e senti nent of love which 

is on everyone ' s lips which our literature today is so full of , whicn is many 

i a stances lacks that wholesomeness, the fin e ,uali ty of discipline and restraint 

lhich Judaism teaches mankind . 

• 
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