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HI 'H FID Ll TY II VJTG 

February 27, 1955 

The term, "High Fidelity'' has become a popular technical terra in tne or]d of 

lovers of recorded music . It is such an apt and m aningful term that I believe 

that it should be carried over into the 10rld of the intellectual an he s. ir:i tual 

among all lovers of truth, beauty, and goodness . 

The term Hi h Fidell ty has to do with a ·Tide effort ihich is now being made 

to bring about a more faithful reproduction of music by irprovin the equipment 

for the making of recor~s and for their play-back in the home . Through a combination 

of the condense type of microphone in the studio, through the use of ma netic tape, 

a sharper stylus to etch the sound on the mast r riis' , and similar devices, an 

thro gh better amplifiers and their control in the ono rah in the hor.1e, it is 

possible to obtain far greater 11 naturalness 11 in ecorded music. On listenirn~ to 

F~gh idelity recor sand instruments, the music co es to you as if you 1ere listening 

to a live performance in a concert hall; you hear the true sound of eac' and every 

instrmnent without any distortion, -rl t: complete fidelity . 

And so pro ess is being made in our day to mrds perfecticm in the communica­

tion of music which , I am sure, will. mean much in the musical education and enjoy­

ment of our people . And this effort in High Fi-ielity music is a tribute to the 

unendin~ quest of man for i iprovement and adv ncement in ever scientific and 

mechanic~l irection . One must say a far more successful, because f~r nore 

etermined, ro~ress than in man's s irjtual and social life . 

lon with t s movement tm1ards High idelity in reproduction of sound, 

there is also the tendency tffrards the lon - playin record - that is to say, to.v rds 

p ttin • more and more of pla time, ore an mo e of music on each ingle record -

.:'iner ooves and ore music . 

• oul n 1 t h t be wonderful if that 1ere also the tendency in our daily lives -
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if we tried to get more and more playing tjme, more and more meanin ful nd cont.ent­

ful living on the one fixed and unexpandable disl:: of life which • s allotte to us? 

Unfortunately, most of our lives· ove trirough coar3e and not throu h fine ooves, 

ar~ much of the isk unfortunately has nothing on it - where it is not scrated , or 

nice , or blurred . 

There is a reaching out jn tnis Hign Fidelity effort of recorde music , a reaching 

out for accuracy a.n' sensitiveness , for range and depth, amplitude . ...any o.f our 
our 

lives unfortunately lack this trend owards High Iidelity - many of lives lac r ran e 

and epth; we are satisfied with surface livine, shallow exist 0 nce, v,e do not live 

in depth: e do not fulfiJl ourselves; we do not try to think with power and accuracy, 

and so we do scant ·ustice to our min s . e are not ?u.ff~ciently sensitive to the 

human situation about us and to the world about us, and owe do scant ju tice to 

our souls . any vital human interests hich shoul be heard clearly an distinctly 

jn our orchestrated lives are not heari at all but a e muted and muffled . 

':hat o I mean by High 'idelity livin ? I can best illustrate by pointin to 

the life of a eat man whose 80th birthday the wnole civilized world celebrated 

recently in gladness and thanks';i. in . I am referring to lbert weitze , a ~Rn 

who knew the art of High~ ·delity living . 

Sweitzer was born in a parson8- e in a small Alsatian town 80 years ago ; he 

re 'I up .; n a happy and comfortable home , and he studied for the otestant P.d nistry . 

He was ordained and became a pastor in a church in Strasbourg . ater on he became 

a teacher of reli ion , 9.nd still later a principal of a rotestant theologic college . 

He was an extraordinarily gifted man , forceful , a very pleasing personality . He ·wrote 

with creat ive power and ori'""inality • portant books on theology and on philosophy , 

but more than an i portant theolo _·an , Albert weitzer ·ms 

still in his 20 1s he became famous as an or anist of enius . 

eat musician . hile 

• s organ recitals 

won ac laim all over urope . e beca~e an authority on organ structure , organ music , 

organ history . e became he foremost aut. o ity on Bach . Suddenly t the a e of 
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thirty, this Doctor of Philosophy, this Doctor of Theolocr, this octor of ~usic 

decided to study medicine with the avowed intention of qualifyin<; as a doctor and 

a sur eon so that he could go to central Africa to help alleviate the suffering of 

the helpless and uncared- for African natives . 

He himself i ves the explanation for this rRdical decision which e ma e : "It 

was not right that I shn la accept al the happiness which I enjoyed as i1 it ,:ere 

ue me ; I must render jmmediate service as a return for all that I en ·oy ." It , as 

the weary, suffering look on the face of a. ne 2ro on a statue ' hich he sm in CoL.11 r 

that turned Sweitzer 1s at ention to Africa . There vas to be the field for the giving 

of himself in repayment for rhat life had given him . He had been reaching out for 

•i gh £ ideli ty all his life in li vin,! , and this was to be the crowning effort of his 

life . 

So at the age of 38, having completed the course of study 1·or a doctor of 

medicine , :ie set out by himself , accompanied by hi r'aithful wife , with a fev thousand 

pounds in his pocket , to French Equatorial Africa , there to establish a small hospital 

for then tives . 

In July 1913 , he co ~enced 1ork in Africa . All that was ven to him v. as a 

small bungalow , and , i th that he must be gin . espi te -strict orders that for some 

weeks no patients were to atte1d until the doctor had a buildin reaiy, so eat 

was the need of the natives that at once patients arrived . He could not turn them 

away. They must be attended to in the open air , outside thebungalow , and so a few 

shelves in his ovn house h d to serve as a dispensary . As necessity soon demanded 

sur · cal work , a disused hen house was promoted to serve as an operatin theater , and 

there operations on tumors , other serious cases were su cessfully treated. Soon 

Albert tei tzer , ; n the face of maey dif 1'icu ties , sets about buildina his first 

hos ital b · 1 · n . Dense vegetation had to be cleared away . The ground had to be 

leveled . uch of the physical work he had to do himself . Th climate was intolerable , 
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especial y for a uropean . In the hot season the air was full of mosquitoes and 

the deadly tsetse fly , and in the wet season days on end of rain and more rain and 

cl oudbursts . But ·weitzer proceeded to build his hospital , a corru ated iron shed 

with two rooms , 13 feet square , with two small rooms or a dispensary and steriliz·ng. 

oon the eafter another unit for patients sufferin from he s.eepin1 sickness . 

nd so he served - the only octor in a radiu of 200 miles . n the first nine 

months 2 ,000 patients ·were examined - rheumatism, pneumonia , abdonrinal dropsy, tumors , 

skin eruptions , malaria , sleeping sickness , heart disease - a catalogue of misery 

and pain . 

European . 

·,ei tzer insists that the African is ,iust as sensitive to pain as the 

His work was interru d by the First .. orld ,{2.r . t{aving been born in ;erman 

Alsace , he 1as considered by the French as an ene, y ; he as arrested and confined 

in a prison for the durat; on of the var . fter the a · stice he returned to Strasbourg -
here he himself unde!~vent a very serious operation. or a fe .. years in Europe he 

lectured , wrote , played the organ ; eitzer w s offered an important professorship , 

but in 1924 he decided to return to Africa and to resume his life's mission and to 

fulfill himseli' . He found is hospital practically ruined . 11 rass and brushwood 

are growin , here once stood the wards v hich i constructed with so much trouble . 

bove what is sti ll st nding are stretched the boughs of big trees vhich I remember 

as little saplin s . There are still standing the buildin~ of corrugated iron in 
room 

,hich we had our operating room , consul tin , and dispensary , and another in which 

ne housed some of the patients . These two are till in fairly good condition , 

thou h their roofs of palm leaves are hopelessly amaged . 11 nd so uwei tzer b d.ns 

to rebui the ospital . But he needs more room for his vork , and so in 1927 he 

decides to build a lar aer hospital . 10w a new doctor has arrived to help him a 

a small nursin staff . And he proceeds to build a hospital . "For his third 

hospital he decided to build on piles so that water, the river risin or the floo s 
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descending, Might pass under the building, but this meant that he must set every 

single pile himself to make sure that they -:,ere true to th perpendicular , set a t 

the correct level . And so physically , this man works with the natives to help build 

hi'" hospital . 

He returns to Europe to recuperate , for no ·1hi teman can stand that climate f or 

more than two or three years at a stretch . He is now reco ized for his services . 

He is e~tly honored. ut he aecides to return to Africa . Frequently uring his 

years of service in Africa he re- visits EuroJe but always returning . He was at his 

ost durin~ the Second forld tar . His 70th birthday found him at his post and a. 6ain 

his 80th birthday. On •ovember L, 1954 , last year , Albert Sweitzer received the 

!Jobel Peace }Jrize for his services to mankind. 

Someone has c;:i lied him 11 an artist of li vin . 11 I think that it an excellent 

characterization of the man , an artist , Ii oul a, o High Fidelity living. He 

was faithful , he has been faithful all his life t he best in him , to his ideals , 

to the high hopes of mankind . He reached out alirays for amplitude nd dept and 

range in livine , for sensitiveness to human needs , for "naturalness' and "realism!' 

in his relation to the human situation in ·\'/hich he found himself . He reached out 

for a profound am r esonant harmony of living . He was not ven to heroics . He 

was not just a spiritual adventurer . His claim to this specific interest of his 

in caring for the natives in Africa derived from reverence for life as such and 

for each and every activity and enter prise in life . verything that a human.being 

does if he does it well with intent , with consecration is holy , is significant , is 

High .,·idelity living. He himself v1rote : 11 Only a p_rson Y1ho can find a value in 

every sort of activity and devote himself to each one vvi th a f ull consciousness of 

uty has the irrv1ar d ri:ht to take as his object some ext aordinary activjty instead 

of that vhich fa s natural to his lot . Only a p rson who fe ls his preference to 
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be a matter of course , not somet11ine: out of the ordinary, and who has no thouGht 

of heroism but just reco gnizes a duty undertaken with sober enthusiasn is capable 

of becoming a spiritua1- adventurer such as the world needs . " 

r·ot all men or vrnman are Albert .:>weitzers - in genius and endowments . Not all 

land formations are mountain peaks and not all mountain peaks are of the same elevation . 

But striving for High Fidelity living is the privilege and the opportunity of ev0ry 

human being . LVery human being should strive to have a fine theme in his life and a 

fine t one to his life . Every human being can strive to be dedicated to the best . 

The p rtion of theTorah which was read in our synagogue is the story of the 

building of the sanctuary in the wilderness , and as a symbol of this holy place was 

the menorah , the seven-branched candlestick, and the Bible prescri es the construction 

of this menorah . It is to be (Hebrew) - the hole o it is to be of one piece , of 

hammered work , of pure gold . One piece , of pure gold1 And the true life of a human 

being ought to aspire to be of one 1iece and of urity - Jure gold, eac branch of 

it part of a vhole, and each iving forth its own gracious Jight . And t :1is is t he 

privilege and the opportunity of every human being. 

High Fi de lity living in home life , living up loyally to our responsibili ties 

and opoortunities as parents , c,ildrer , husband_, wife , -"ith sensitiveness , 11ith 

naturalness , with utmost faithfulness . This creates fine music in a home . HiRh 

Fi delity living. 

High Fidelity living is friendship , loyalty to fri ends in prosperity and in 

adversity , helping friends , not using t hem; ~vine them and sharins, not exploiting . 

Such friendship , such high fidelity , hi gh faithfulness friendship, enriches , ennobles 

our l ives . 

High Fi elity living in business , absolute integrity , absolute rectitude; never 

ruthless or coarse in tne pursuit of gain . If an employer , just and considerate ; 

if an employee , loyal, honest . Such fidelity gives dignity to our work , our occupation , 
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over and above what the occupation itself may be ; out attit~de to it , the y we 

live in i and throu hit, the ,ay, e use it and for v:h t v,e use it , and our 

manifold relationships in our business associations . It is that rhic1 ~i ves a de ee 

of artistry anrl di ·ni ty aTl'] worth to what we do . Otherwise it is cheap money ("'ru' inr, 

and no hi more . 

High i eJ.ity livinc; in community life , li ·ng up to one's fullest responsibtlities 

as a citizen, as a member of the comrnun~ty , carrying one's fairs are of the burdens 

and re ponsibil ties of comnunity life and all of its enterprises - their gro hand 

develorment - not standi.. 0 on the sidelines, not v,ai ting for other peo le to do v:hat 

should and must be done; not finding out and iscover • ng ,,.;ays of et tin a 'lay vi th 

a minimum of contribution of self or substance to the owth and d velopment of a 

com~unity · High Fide lity livAng , as a member of a co u ~ty. • his is ~what builds 

a good society . 

u-Yeitzer could have gotten avm., wit 1 much le s . He was a successful and happy 

man . The~ e he v:as , in the 1i st of the comforts of Europe and his numerous friends 

and associations ; a successful man in 1is c: osen field and a eat musician. hy in 

the world did he want to o into the lilds and crudities , the dangers of the frican 

• 1 ? Jung e . Because he felt himself to be a member of a community of human beings , and 

many of them were in need. Instead of saying let others do it , he felt the challenoe 

s_iritually directed to himself , and himseJ.f responded ad dedicated hia life, his 

High _ ideli ty life . 

High Fidelity livin J. as far as one s~ntellectual and cult al life is concerned . 

Always seekin the truest , alr,'ays seeking to knou more , to ·nderstand more , never 

ontent to be second rate in ur thinkin:· , never satisfied with snap judt1nents , lith 

pet prejudices , but alv ays sifting and examining , tool · ng one I s mind for finer 

receptivity as you tool the instrument for finer receptivity of music . The world today 

is or anized to attack the human n , throu h propa anda of all kinus , vast c mpai n 
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to compel people througn subt le Hays to think as other peo le want us to think , to 

· ve us cliches and pet phrases and slogans and formulas to keep us from thinkin 

critically and incisively a.nd accurately. If ie yield to that, vie are lost ; 1e have 

surrendered the royal domain of our lives , the domain of our mina and of our intellect . 

e are not thinking :ith .i ;h idelity. 

Hi h idelity living in our religious life . 11ot religion through J.ip service 

but reli on v1hich in de pest sincerity s eeks the nearness of God , seeks to come 

eat mysteries of livin , seeks in true humility of spirit , in true 

worship o '° the Creator the lories and the depths of the reli • ous life . Our 

re l i io s life is a life , unfortunately . It is not the faj_th w ich rei .ts 

us down into the mystic spiritual depths of true relig_· on . 

.H.nd so thi.k , friends , that the ter: i h i elit mi ht be used by all 

of us when we come to think of o selves in or relation to ourselves and to others . 

~igh Fi elity belones to the true attern of a oo life . It is ood to strive for 

i gh =idel~ty living. en . 
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