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ARtOLD TOYNBEE AN THE STOY OF PURI 

.. arch 6 , 1955 

Hallel is made up of the six Psalms, Psalm 113 through 116, ~salms of 

thanks • ving and praise . They were s · ng in the Tet. ple of old on eig teen ays 

during the year - on the eight days of Chanukah, on the ei ght days of Succoth , 

or the Feast of Tabernacles , on the first oay of esach , and on the first day of 

hevuoth . These are gr-eat festive occasions , and these festive hymn~ of thanks

giving to God - Halleluyah , Praise ye the Lord! - ere sung on those days . 

Thereafter in all the synagogues on these self- same days , the se Hallel Psalms 

are sung or recited . But on Purim, vh · ch is also a festive occasion , celebrating 

the deliverance of the Jev,s from dan er , .t-IalleL snot recited . The rabis gave 

the reason f or it : 11 e do not recite the Hallel for any miracle, or any deliverance 

that took place outside of Palestine . " T t is, any deliverance i.n the Diaspora, 

the allel is not recited . The reason for it is not far to seek . hile these 

miracles of deliverance in the Diaspora remind us of joyous occasions , they also 

remind us of the fact that Israel v as in evile , li viLg i1 forei gn lands under 

alien rule . They remind us of' the precarious character of such an existence in 

the .Jiaspora . 

Take the story of / im . Jes were living in these 127 proviLces of the 

far- flun g empi re of Jersia for many years , ever since Cyrus the Great established 

the Persian empire , ana suddenly , at some one ·ven moment in history , an enemy 

of the Jews arises by the name of Eaman , a viceroy or prime minister of the king , 

who hates the ews , and for one reason or another he aecides to estroy them. 

Fortunately for them , they were saved at the ver r last n:oment by the skillful 



- 2 -

intervention of the queen , who ias herself a Jewess, and so the appalling tragedy 

was averted , and hence the festival of FUrim . But that enduring satisfaction is 

there for a people which is compelled to live dependent on the vill or the whim 

of a ruler or a minister - dependent , as it ere, upon the casting of a lot, 

,. hich is the eaning of the name im. Therefore, the . abbi said, 11 Jo not 

recite the Psalms of boundless thanksgiving on a miracle which happened outside 

of Palestine because it reminds us of a joy which is not unmixed rith sad reflec-

tions . 11 

'his thought came to my mind on reading the last few volumes of the Study 

of History, just completed by Arnold Toynbee , a monumental study of human history 

in ten volumes in • hich the author ranges far and \ ide and up and down and seeks 

to discover some pattern in history and to co e 1t u on what pattern he discovers . 

In a sense such efforts should really be ~iscoura d because it is quite pre

sumptuous today for any scholar to assume to cover the whole range of human 

history of thousands of years and to strike a balance sheet . Such an undertaking 

really means a flitting about on the pat of one man, however learned ne ma.y be, 

from one continent to another , from one century to another , from one culture to 

another . He cannot cossibly be an expert on any one continent , on any one century, 

on any one culture - pickinr-- up here and there bits of historic facts , or what 

he deems to be facts , particles of information selected to fit into some precon

ceived scheme or pattern or to urove some pet theory of the ·rriter - piecing 

together these bits of kno led e and information , an presenting it all as his-
. 

tory, as objective , historical truth, therein , in very truth , one sees only the 

subjective arrangement and interpretation of what the writer would have you believe 

to be history . 
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Professor Toynbee , for example , has very strong convictions on the subject 

of the mo ern ·estern national state . He has serious objections to the .odern 

::;tate . He t hinks tha.t the development of nationalism in the 11estern worl has 

been unfortunate . He himself favors what he calls oecumenica.lism, or inter

nationalism, as we would call it . The future , he believes, belon ~s to rhat he 

calls "the millet system" modeled after the system whic h v:as established some 

centuries a go by - ehmed the Conqueror in the Ottoman Empire . It is a political 

system which grants canmunal autono,y on a non- territorial basis to a variety 

of people and reli 5ions within a single political framework . e used to call it 

minority rights . He prefers to give it the name "the millet system" like a bunch 

of cerea , of ain , held together by one common stem. 

This being his political conviction , he proceeds to pass jud ent on all 

the nationalistic uprisings of the 19th and 20th century on the part of peoples 

who struggled to free themselves from foreign ctomination and to become independent , 

especially those states formed out of the Ottoman empire - the Greeks , the Bul

garians, the Albanians, the Serbians, and the Roumanians . P.is con ·ention is that 

these should ne ier have reached out for national independence . They should have 

accepted or abided by the "millet system," of , hich I have just spoken . And this 

thesis of his leads Mr . Toynbee to a violent attack on the efforts of the Jews 

to re- establish their national life in Israel . It leads him to a violent attack 

on Zionism . Jews should have been satisfied to remain permanently in the diaspora . 

oynbee maintains that 11 the historic Jewry (the Jewry of history) ,·as the aspora , 

and th istinctively Jewish ethos and instit tions were a meticulous devotion 

to the osaic Law and a consummate virtuosity in commerce and finance . These ~ere 

the factors which the diaspora , in the course of a ges , had wrought into social 



- 4 -

talismans endowing this geog-aphically scattered co . unity with a a ic capacity 

for survival •.. This masterly adaptation to a diasporan environnent ( to the 

diaspora) was the essence of 11 Jewishness 11 in the univer sally accepted meanin g 

of the term, 11 sa~'s Ur . Toynbee . " sterly adaptation to the diaspora 11 1 

And the Zionists, therefore, in seeking to re- establish Jewish national life 

in a Jewish state vere real]y inverting all the distinctively Jewish characteristics 

enshrined in t he tradit ~onal life of the diaspora. And even more, he says . They 

were guilty of an act of impiety. 11Vfuile it is true," says Ur . Toynbee, 11 that 

the Jews throughout the centuries of the diaspora entertained a belief in the 

coming of the essiah which would restore the Jews to Palestine , 11 and which fact 

seems to ne gate ur . Toynbee's contention that the diaspora is the distinctly 

Jewish character of Jewish survival, he counters that by saying that these pious 

religious JEis throughout these centuries ,ere content to leave the future of 

Palestine in the hands of God . The Jevls were to o nothing about it . The role 

of the Jew v as one of "poll tical quietism . " They were supposed to wait patiently 

for the good Lord to bring the !essiah and to restore them to Palestine . They 

were to do nothing about it . And the impiety of the Zionists consisted that 

they decided to do something about it . They were guilty of taking initiative 

in the matter by mundane and political means . Their act of impiety consisted 

in that they decided to cooperate with the Lord in h3stening the restoration 

of Israel . 

One is inclined toask why, if the Jews had adapted themselves so masterfully 

to the diaspora and had found it so con ·enial to their spirit and so consonant 

with their chief interests, why the Jews trjed to get out from the dia spora, why 

they made such des erate e~forts to get out from the diaspora? Toynbee ' s an er 
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is not very clear on the subject . Oh yes, of course there rere these azi 

persecutions when six millions of JevlS were done to death in this magnificent 

diaspora , to which Jes had adapted themselves so masterfully as they had done 

in Germany. There were , of course, prior to that also these pogroms in ussia, 

and the ra ·ng anti-semitism both in the Ea t and in the ,.est, and in all the 

preceding centuries of the diaspora , religious persecution and ghettoes and the 

yellow badge in J.,Aoslem lands and in Christian lands, exiles and inquisitions . 

Oh yes, Toynbee knows of all these things anr bravely and manfully he denounces 

all these forms of Jewish persecution . He is opposed to all racial and religious 

persecution. He is especially sharp in his ~enunciation of the Nazis , and he 

is very elaborate and discursive in ·ving the social and the economic reasons 

for these persecutions and for the phenomenon of anti-semitism. But somehow he 

finds no relation between these persecutions Vihicn have persisted throu hout 

the centuries and which had their culmination in the most progressive and civilized 

20th century - he seems to see no relatioLshi.p betveen these facts and the status 

of the Jew as a minority, either in the national states of we~tern Europe or in 

the "millet system" in the .. oslem, the Islamic world . He seems to assume that 

the Jews were opposed to this "millet system," to minority rights. Actually the 

Jews asked for it, pleaded for it, right throu0h the centuries and especially 

in the twentieth century following the first world war. Under the urgency of 

the official representatives of the Jews of the world, minority clauses were written 

into the constitution of the newly constituted states, like Poland , like Roumania , 

like Lithuania, which emerPed as independent states after the first ·orld war. 

Jews were to be permitted to live in a "millet system," retaining their cultural 

autonomy, their communal autonomy within the political framework of the state . 
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These rights 11ere I ritten into the basic lav1 0.1 these countries by the framers of 

the peace treaties in 1918. ut it wasn't two or three years after these countries 

were constituted that they made a scrap of paper of these· rights . They refused to 

ant Jevrn minority status along with refusing to ant them political equality as 

individual human beings within their states because of this rampant anti- semitism . 

And ... ;r . Toynbee ·would hcve you assume that in .foslem countries,where the 

millet system had developed fRr more than in western Europe because in the Moslem 

lands the central governments were very weak, they were content to permit outlying 

provinces to retain territorial autonomy, and indirenous com.~unities , living dthin 

the empire , Christian communities , and Jev,ish com unities , a large degree of autonany . 

But the autonomy meant de adation , stagnation, povert:, ghetto life . All you have 

to do is visit the Jev-ish quarters in . orocco , Tunis , Tripoli, in the 1~oslem world 

to realize what this millet system • d to the ews Iiving there . 

Bein..; op..,osed to Je--1ish nationalism, to L.ionism, there ·ore, the alleged expul

sion of 600 ,000 Arabs from Pale~tine, 1hich was a by-proluct of the war for Jewish 

independence , is in the eyes of • r . Toynbee a greater cr ime than the Nazi massacre 

of 6 , 000 , 000 Jews in Europe . In mald.ng his point here, t/.r . Toynbee reveals his true 

self , as~ . Spengler did and far . Houston Stewart Chamberlain . He reveals a deek 

seated, an envenomed bias against the Jewish people, a bias of which he himseli' , 

at times, is hardly aware . And so in the eighth volume of his work on "A StudJ of 

History," he ,rites , "But the Nazi Gentiles• fall 11as less tragic than the Zionist 

Jews' . On the morrow of a persecution in Europe in which they had been the victims 

of the worst atrocities ever known to have been suffered by Jews or indeed by aLy 

other human beings , the Jews I irnmedia te reaction t o their mm experience was to 
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become persecutors in their turn for the first time since A. D. 135 - and this 

at the first opportunity that had since arisen for them to inflict on other human 

beings who had done the Jews no injury, but who happened to be ·1eaker than they ~'ere , 

some of the ·wrongs and sui'ferings that had been inflicted on the Jews by the· 

many successive ~~estern Gent i le persecutors during the intervening seventeen cen

turies . In A. D. 19h8 some 684,000 out of some 859 ,000 Arab inhabitants of the 

territory in Palestine which the Zionist Jews conquered by force of arms in that 

year lost their homes and property and became destitute 1displaced persons . 111 And 

}Jr . Toynbee continues , 11 0n the Day of Judgement the gravest cri me standing to the 

German National Socialists' (that is , to the Nazis' account) might be , not that they 

had exterminated a rajority of the estern Jes, but that they had caused the sur

viving remnant of Jewry to stumble . " 

I think Ambassador Eban 1s comment on this is very apt . He declared: 11 This 

is one of the most extraordinary sentences in the history of literature . First, 

'On the ay of Judgment, the , avest crime 1 will be this - and this theme constantly 

occurs . Professor Toynbee is not merely the historian of the Twentieth Century; 

he is the Attorney- General of t he Almi ghty upon the Day of Judgment; he knows 

already how the eternal perspectives of history will j udge these matters . There 

are at least four or five occasions on which he falls into this blasphemy of as

cribing to his own views the stature of the Divine judgment on the Day of Judgment . 

11And what is the lesser tragedy? The lesser tragedy is that six and a half 

mi_lion Jews, including a million children , were exterminated and barbarously 

obliterated with all their life and institutions . That is a lesser tragedy than 

the 750,000 Arabs . Ponder firstly upon the arithmetical equity . Assume that Arab 

refugees had undergone the fate of extermination and massacre of our own brethren 

in Europe , even then would 750 ,000 have been a eater tragedy than the six and a 

half million? But quite apart from the falsity of t he arithmetical comparison , the 
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compar ison is between death and life . The six and a half million are ead . The 

750 ,000 , 'Ii th all their suffering, are alive , but their aliveness is a e-reater 

tragedy than those irrevocable deaths . hey are alive on the soil of their kinsmen ; 

in ab lands , not in captivity; in countries which are free , emancipated , entitled -

even exhorted - to ~ive them homes , to give them rabic envir nment , Arabic national 

loyalty and sentime t , a vast future stretching before them ; and this is more tr2gic 

than the burning of our ch.il en in incinerators , than the extermination in the 

crematoria , than the death t r ains . 

"1.r . Toynbee sees the Jews as invaders and conquerors of Palestine , having 

evicted the Arabs from Pal estine . He fails to mention that there was no Arab 

Palestine state before the First .orld 'ar . There was an Ottoman Empire before the 

First Horld ~ar . After the allies ,on tne war , they decided to establish in that 

vast Near East ·vorld a half dozen Arab states to satisfy the legitimate national 

ri~hts and BJ bi tions of the Arabs , ho , by the vFay , had no ref'u es , a .. d in that 

area t oo to establish a small Je ·1ish state to satisfy t. e nationaJ. aspirations of 

the Jewish people and to provide a place of refuge for the hundreds of thousands -

millions - compell ed to flee from death and persecution in urope . These rab 

states were established and they are in existence today - yria , Le anon , Trans

jorj ania , Iraq , ~audi- rabia. l.I' . Toynbee ignores uost adroitlv tne fact that the 

right to establish the tate of Israel ms approve by the free nations of the ·rnrld , 

was sanctioned by the United ~ations , nad the backing of the moral sentiment of 

ma.11dnd . He fail~ to mentiJn the fact that the Jews did not rive the rabs out of 

Pal estine , that the five neighboring rab states launche a 1ar of extermination 

against the Je·1s resident in Palestine , aeainst the decision of the United ations . 

As a by- product of this ·1ar , i rabs fle l'rom Palesti e , ., ile some hu dreds of 

thousands of them emained and are citizens of t1e tate of Israel todRy . . early 
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all these facts are carefully and adroitly ignored by this historian in order to 

make his point of innocent , terrib y vron.;ed Arabs , and ·uorse-than-Jazi Je·ws , 

whose crime , in his judgnent , is more heinous than that of ebuchadnezzar , and Titus , 

and Hadr ian , and the Spanish and ortuguese Inquisition against the Jm:s . 

Mr. Toynbee , I am afraid , like Haman of Purim , Joes 1 ot 1.ike the Je-,1ish '1eople . 

It is not merely Zionism, it is not merely the fact that the JE:i'lS have not chosen 

to remain homeless in the diaspora that bothers 1ll'.' . Toynbee . He refers to the Jews 

and to Judaism constantly throughout his ten volumes as 11 a fossil relic of a dead 

civilization ." The Jews are fossils . Tney died a long time ago , but they refuse 

to acknowledge that they are dead . It reminds one of t.hc superstitious custom which 

prevailed in eastern Europe among some Jeus that v1hen a man died the Shammos vmuld 

go up to his coffin and say , ttB.eb Shimeon , remember you are dead . Do not come to 

trouble us hereafter 111 According to ·Jr . Toynbee, the Jews have been guilty not only 

of the great error of wanting to rebuild their state in :'.1odern times , they have been 

guilty r:i ght along of the eat error of what he c 11s "idolizing their ephemeral 

self . 11 In his fifth volume, he writes : 11 In a period of their h:i.story which began 

in the infancy of the Syriac Civilization and which culminated in the Age of the 

Prophets , the people of Israel and Julah raised thenselves head and shoulder above 

the Syriac peoples round about by rising to a monotheistic conception of religion . 

Keenly conscious and rightly proud of their spiritual treasure , they allowed them

selves to be betrayed into an idolization of this notable but transitory stage in 

their spiritual growth... They persuaded themselves that Israel ' s discovery of the 

One True God had revealed Israel itself to be God 's Chosen People ; and this half

truth inveigled them into the fatal error of looking upon a momentary spir:· tual 

eminence , Tlhich they had attained by labour and travail , as a privile -;e conferred 

upon them by God in an everlasting covenant . Brooding on a talent vhich they had 

previously sterilized by hiding it in the earth, they rejected the still reater 
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treasure i..hich r.:-od offered them in the coming o~· Jesus o r azareth . 11 'hat I s the 

crux of the story . This is really .·,hat is botherin r. ' r . 'roynbee . The Jews per

siste in re aining Je-1s . A separate and distinct people , loyal to its faith and 

to its way of life , which continue to influence the orld in spite oi the ·act that 

they were a fossil . 

One detects in ir . 'l1oynbee the same note of irritation which Nietzsche found 

to exist among certain intellectuals of his ay in relation to the Greeks . 11 Tin.e 

after time," ,rites ,ietzsche, "hea.rty resentment breaks forth a ainst t ·s presumptuous 

Jittle nation, which for all time dared to desi ate everything not native as "barbaric . " 

/ho are they, one asks , Yho , though they have nothing to shov1 but an ephemeral his

torical splendor (he uses almost the exact 1ords that Toynbee nov uses) ..• yet 

lay claim to the dignity and pre- eminence among eoples to hich :)enius is entitled 

among the masses?" It is most, fortunate fo ' r. ·o be , as it is for Christianity 

and for Islam that the Jews' contribution tc civilization was not an ephemeral one, 

that they persisted in holding fast to their faith in spite of the many movements of 

assimilation and syncretism in the centuries before the Corm on • a, in soi te o • all 

the persec tions that followed the Commoi Era . he ITeat contribut:..on of the Jevs 

is not merely ·what they ave to the. orld in terms of reli ion, in terms of mono

theism, in terms of an exalted ethics and a ,aJ of' life for men ana nations . Equally 

rTeat is the contrjbution of the Jewish people to civilization in the fact that they 

stood firm by these ioeas , defended them, propo.:::ated them , spread them throuch the 

world . Other-v1ise these ideas like the monotheistic ideas of the tian Tutankhamen 

would have been but a flash in the pan , woul have disappeared from the face of the 

earth in the vast amaleam of reli ·ons which took place in the ancient world and 

subsequently . This fact escapes .lT . Toynbee completely . 

It is really not nationalism which is bothering -~r . Toynbee so much because 

he himself is really a hundred per cent nationalist - when it comes to England , or 
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to some other nation , icn he favors . He doesn 1 t like nationalism arr.on Je rn . 

He resented the fact that the Jews in the first century C. - · rose up in rebellion 

a eainst the tyranny of the omans . And the second centur.r under ar .ochba that 

they struck out for freedom and independence . He calls them the Satanic Jevrish 

11 e 1meutes" and speaks of them nith disdajn and contempt . r h t ri ht had they to 

oppose the . eat Roman Empire'? But ,hen it comes to his ovm country dur.:..n the last 

tt o ,; orld wars, r.r . Toynbee sin s a different song altouether . I n his book, 11 ar 

and Civilization," which 1 as published in 1950 , Lu· . Toynbee writes: 11 By risin 0 

to the arrior 1 s level in the world wars of C. E. 1914- 18 and C. E. 1939- 45, un-

a g. essive peoples (Jews are always ag -re ssive . The nations he favors are un-

a ~gressive . ) did exercise the cardinal virtues (now it's a cardinal virtue l ) in 

war to such good effect that they twice defeated a militarist empire's long pre

pared attempt to conquer the ,orld; and , in winning these successive victories at 

a fearful cost in blood and tears , they t ·: ice bou lit for our society an ooportuni ty 

to get rid of war by a better way than submission o a 1rnrld- conqueror I s forcibly 

im osed Pax ecumenica . " So the Pax Romana 1hich the Romans im osed upon the 

ancient world by blood and terror , and a tyranny, and which the Jews resisted -

that was all right , and the Jens were criminals in trying to defy !tome . But the 

Pax Germanica , which the Kaiser and the Fazis sought t lice to im,Jose upon the world , 

·was all wrong, and his country ana the other free countries 'lere and are to be 

praised as having exercised cardinal virtues in resisting that tyranny . This is h0r 

certain historians write history and pass judnnent upon men and nations . 

"ihat is si ificant in the festival of im, good friends , is the fact that 

.ordecai refused to kneel and to bow dorm . That i .... the si ificant pirt of Purim. 

The intrepid spirit of a race that has spiritual conviction , spiritual ignity , and 

spiritual vitality, and which has survived not only the rsecutions of Haman , but 

the multitudinous persecutions of all the subsequent centuries , ri ht throu ·h Hitler , 

and which in the year 1955 fins itself , in spite of havi been decimated in the 
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Second :orld Var, stron , confident, and hopeful - rebuil in ::i its n tional life 

in Israel and reinforcing its spiritual life throughout the world . This has been 

the persistent bafflement of all tho se ·ho misunderstood Israel, whether outrieht 

enemies of Israel , like Spengler, like ~haraberlain - or, to ve him the benefit of 

sayin "uninformed" - because a lobal historian is destined to be uninformed - like 

_:ir . Arnold Toynbee . 

..ay there be for the people of Israel in the days to come light and joy and 

pro[Tess under the grace of God , the y.ardian of Israel who sleepeth not and slumber

eth not . Amen . 
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iv·· e ·e con_ crrc upon t God i1 

covonr.1nt . Broodin on t 1 c t r __ c 1 t he d pre lousl ster_lize 

0 C 

---



· by .idin~ it 11 the c~ th , t ~ey rejected tlfe still ~reater treasure 

w:1ich God offered t hem ii1 t he co ins of Jesus o_ ·a.zaret . • 11 (11.Jid p . 3IO) 

If This
1 

~1.8-~P'rrr-1~ is :cnot er exam. e of' t ne ort 10doj:t,,aelo ic) 

honilet·cs yin :hic'1 Prof . Toyn' ee ' s ·.,r-·t·n~ r:';:iou_-rid , ·1 :ch ... . re o_fered 
I /\ 

science . 

tor an out 

of Jud.ais he _ ~rst ccnturio~ o""' t: e OhristL:n era , ·ives ---:o indi -

cation at all iL 1.is "' mc.gnw.1 opuci t :1~t t' ... e Je.1s u' _o live" 

in Palontine , 

t~e earth. On the 

eeversely sterilize~ t.eir t~le~t ·y , : ~in it in 

ntrax•y, he inds t e Je•:rs o t' at epoc:-i very dy-

namic , incieed , wa _ine; 1 ..... r wit~1 redou led : erc.01 u ~:-01. t:1e : olyt:1eisn , 
}r., 

idolat~y an t· e f ci ,..,.l •• c es of .......--~. d2.y , and c , rryinr on n, very a ctive 

~ d successful propa ·~nd OI' proselytes a ll over t ~1e par·an ,,,orld . 

"There _s no .,ay of estir·~ ti s ta tis tic,1. l ly , 11 e t:1ri tes , "the results 

of Je.11s:-i pro· agM.nda in t · .. c ce t ries t t q, t f .11 •rit ' i- t ·1e li .its of 

our inquiry , butt ey wer in" utaoly ve y lcrce , eve if o~ly pros-

elytes .:..n t . c p roper s~ns be t 3. e into ac ount . " ("Judc isn" , (I927 ) 

Vol. I , p . 348- 9 ). The Seri es .?.nd P risoes who "traversed. s'"'a d 

la ~ to a c ~ a1n~10 ros lyte'' ( ~att . 23 . IS ) 1ere cert inly not idi 

t heir t -- lent in t ~le earth. ''The Jewish cornrnuni ty in R.011 e exi1i bi ted 

from its inf ancy such an a~5ress~ve spirit of p roselytism as to deter

mine t :~e -over e t to ".:anish t • e chief p;:"'o '"'.r:·• .. ndis ts f1 om t he cit, 

(I39 b . J . - .) (Vincent · • er uzza , o_ t :_e .,...,c.rly O·- n -c:; ,.., 

.,.... ·YT - J - • II 
l!Jfil eror o 1 .ras uaaism 

I' 
ecinnins 

0..1. Christi nity" V, p . 277ff ) The c: ... eation or t 1.e o· le pout- e ilic 

psal s of exquisites ritu1.l sens it veness , tie ten erest minstrelsy 

of t e L Ulil&..n .1.e2.rt i ·i co unio . ·Ti th Go., , or Job , t he 

profo i n· of h n~n suffering c. - ~iv:ne justic , o oft' e 

~atur o t ne ible a1 t1.e pocryp' a , so:· ~h in or 1 in-

sights c nd so S" • .cious , t e ere tion of t .. e s yna ·o ·ue , t . e ,ost no le , 
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the victory of Marathon had done for the Greeks 1n the fifth. Even 

centuries later, in the Anton1ne Age, which, to use Gibbons character!- '"1.. -
~ation was "the haupieat and moat prosperous period 1n the history of 

the hum&n race"--but for the Jewish people one of dark disaster and 

tragedy--the 1neurrect1ons of 115 and the extermination of Jews 1n 

Egypt, Cyrene, Cyprus and Mesopotamia and the final agony or rebellion 

in Palestine under Bar ~ochba followed by the prolonged Badrianic 

peraecut1ona--even in those desperate times the Jews carried on un

dismayed a brave and aucce11rul miaaionary activity in the pagan world 

in behalf of their faith. 

•or were the Jevs "idolizing an ephemeral aelf" or clinging 

to "a .momentary aniritual eminence." 
• 

One detect here 1n Toynbee the same note or irritation which 
' 

Nietzsche found to exist among certain peo le in relation to the Oreeka. 

"Time after tlm hearty re1entment break orth against this reaumptuoua 

little nation . which ror all time dared to designate everything not 

natl ve aa ''barbaric." Who are they, one aaka, vho though they have 

nothing to ahov but an ephe1119ral historical aplendor ... yet lay claim 

to the dignity and pre-eminence among neoplea to which genius la 

entitled 8.lllong the maaaea?" (Priedrich Kietzache, JThe Birth of 

in The Modem Library (1927) p. 1027) 

Iarael•a vaa not the glory of a short-lived hour, but the heavy 

burden or a life-time miaaion. It felt itself collllllitted to a cauee 

whoae universal triumph alone would at long laat absolve it of the 

burden\ atrugglea, aacrifioea and_ martyrdom which that miaaion en

tailed. 

The originality and uniquen••• or the people of Iarael are to 

be found not merely 1n the ract that they roae to a 110nothei tic 
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.AR OT TO TI? ~ D THE TORY O PURL. 

arch 6, 1955 

f the siY salrns , salm 113 through 118 , Psalms of t cs • vin • and raise . 

---They -;;ere su nc: in the ~emple of old on 18 days during the year - n t he ei e:ht days 

of Chanukah, on the j_ght days of Jccoth , or the ~ ea s t of r a ernacles , on the 

irst dav of esach and on th first day of Shevuoth . Tbes are rreat fe stive 

occasions , and these festive hymns of th nks ·vinu to God - Ialleluyah , Prise ye 

the Lo.1.d l - wee sung on those days , ere fter in 11 the syna goeues on these 

self- same days , these P8 lms are sung or ecited . ~ton urim, which 

is also a f ~ tive occasi_n , celebratin the deliverance o • th e1 s f rorn danf,;er , 

~-ms not r ecited. 1ihe ratbis ~ave the reaso for it : w·,e do not ~ cite 

the any iracle , or any eliverance that took pl a .... e outsi e of 

alestine . 11 T at is, on any dE- li verance in the iaspora , the "1lDilCO--t is no r cited . 

The reason for it is not far to seek . .. ile these miracles o eliverance in the 

iaspo_a remind us of t oyous occasions , the also remind us of the fact t 't Israel 

was in exile , i vin j r. forei._. lands un er alien rule . hey remind us o the 

prEcariou char cter o uch an existence in the iaspora . ixkE.~ 

Take the story of lrim . J ~·s 1e .~ving in t1e se 12 p evinces of the 
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far-flun~ empire of Persia for many years, ever since Cyrus the re t es a' lis ed 

the Persian empire, and sudden;tly , at some one gi v n moment in history , a e e.ny 

o.f tne es .,rises by the name o Haman , a viceroy or o.rime min.:.ster o" tne king , 

- ho h t s the L NS,~ d for one re son o_ another 1e decides to destroy the1 . 

ortun tely for then , they were saved at the very last mo; e·1 by the skill ul 

i1 tervention of he ueen , -1 ho ·was herself a Je'.·Jess , an so the ap alling tra.;edy 

- •1as averted , and hence the festival o --urim . ut rh3t endurin - satisfactio 

is the .. e for a eo~le whic1 is com elled to live ~cpenden on t.he iI or the ,him 

of a ruler o~ a minister - depen ent , as it ,.., e , on the c tin of a lot , rhich 

is the ·neaning of the name Purim . h_refore , the bb • c id , 11 o not recite the 

?sa ms o boun less thanksuivin on miracle whj c. h8.pp 0 ned outside o ... P le..;tine 

ecause it r mind us of d 

reflection" 

his t o ht c me to my mind on reading the a -t fe· volum s of he udy of 

History ,:ust completed by rnold '::.oyn ce , a . onumental study of h, a histo y in 

ten vol mes in which he author range far n 'Hide and up nd o·m and seeks to 

iscov r some ~ttern in history and t co en upon hat pat r he discov re -
In a sen e such effort isco r aged 
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beca se it is quite p.re I pt.uous oda~r for any scholar t assu, e to cover the 

"t1hole range o_· uman history of thousands of years a .. d to strike 2. al· r.ce s eet , 

'-1ch an tu er aking really means a 'li tti g about on the prt of one , c , 

ear ed he m . r be , from one con j nen to another , from one century to anoth r , 

-fro. one c lture to another" ~ can ot ossi 1 .. be a e·.ert on any one cortinent , 

-on , ny on cen ury , on a • ooe cul ·ure JI pickin--: p here n there bi s o hi toric; 

,, t .1.ac s, or 

o fi ~no ome prec nceive~ ccheme o .. p_tter or to prove some e, theor of the 

writer , ) ecine together the e bits oi' kr.owle e 

it ~-1 s histo·y, as ob,j~cti e , h ' stor · cal trut., • e•cin, .. ver ruth , one 

ees only t1e ub· ctive arrau emcn an n er eta.tion of '1 at t ,a-i ter • ould 

hHVe you beljeve to be .istory. 

Pr•ofe...,sor Toynbee , _ or eY-am )le, as very tron • convictions n th s b • ec1~ 

of the .. o'iern vesteri1 natio. al state . 1e h s c-e1·.:.o 1s objections to the .. ode n 

state . He thinks that t: e e e o :rn nt 01 ati n lism in the es ,ern 'or d has 

oe.C~Men ,c~\ .~Yl"'\ 
been nfor un tE . e imself favors hat he .. al]" ..ac e:wrcr1i cs c:: tt•J or inter-

natio ali'• . ., s Ye ,o l call it . 1'he futur ht he ca)ls 

nt, e millet ys e.1 1 modele at r the sys m -r:hich ·as esta lished so.e entu ·e a 

by e d t Co queror j1 th ttoman pire . It i a po ' tical s em , ich 
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ants communal autonomy o a non- territorial basis to a aricty o peo le ~n rel' ons 

within a sin le oli -= c2l frame rnrk . e used to call it ninori tv ri hts . .t1e prefers 

to ve it the name 11 the willet systsm 11 like a unch of cereal, 0.1.· T in, he1 d to-

fether by one comr1on stem . 

This ein~; his political convictio , he proceeds to ass ·ud. ent on al1 the 

nationalistic uprisin~s of the l'.:/th and 20th centiry on the art of peoJles who 

to 
strur.rp-le to f're thems _lves fro.. foreign omin~ti on and bee e ind€pendent, especially 

~armed out o' t e 0ttoma1 pir t.he Greeks , ~ the Bul arian , 

he Albar.ians , 

these sho ld never hav~ reached out for national in epend nee . 1hey sho~ld h2ve 

accepted or abided by the "mill t system , ' of which I h·ve ·ust spo:en . nd this 

thesis of his leads .. r . T ... ynbee to violent attack on the efforts of h e1•1s to 

re- establish their national life ~n Is~ el . t leads him to violent attack on 

t.. i.. '"'ni • J e rn should h ve been satisfcie ' to remain ner!!lanen Jy in the i spora . 

Toynbee aintains that11 the historic ewry (the JeNr.Y of history) was the diaspora , 

an the istinctively tish ethos nd institutions ·ere eticulous evotion o 

the os ic La·: and a con ummat.e virt. os • ty in co ... erce nd finance . 1'hese vere the 

ractors 7hich the dia pora , • the co rse of e , ha wrou ht into social talism ns 
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endo~;ing JCRQXX'. this reo aphicalJy scattered community ,..,~ th a 

for survival ... This mas e ly acaptation to a diaspo a1 enviro.1 ent (to t diaspora) 

v: s the essence of' e,ishness" in the universally 2.cce ted mec1rir 1 of th~ er. , " says 

. r . oyn bee . 11 _.aster l r d;i pta ti on to the oi spora" l 

11.n the Z.io ists , therefore , ..:.n seeking to re - c._,t-.blish Jewish n i n i e irl 

Jeiish state 11ere reaJly inverting all the distinctively Jew·s' c. ra teristics 

enshrined jn the traditional life of the diaspora . n , even :norE , he says . 'hey , ere 

guilty of an act of impiety . 11 .. bile it i~ t ue II says :r . 'o, noee , 11 that the 

Jews thou hout the centuries of the ias1cra ente a · ned a elief jn the cornin 

of the .. essiah which voul restore t e Sew to alistine , 11 and , ic h fact se ms 

to negate .ir . To 1nber I s contentio1 that the. dic1spora is the ets t inctly Jewish 

character of .. ewish s rvival , he co nters that by saying th~•t these pious reli. ~ious 

ev1s throughout these e !turiEs ere content leave the f ture of alestine i 

the ha ds oi' ·od . 1'he Y s were to do nothing about i . . The role of t. e Jew 

as ne of 11 pol .:.tical quietism . 11 hey were supposed to wait patj_ently for the 

restore he. to alesti.e . 

Theywere to do nothin about it . nd the impiety of he Zionists co sisted hat they 

eci eed to do somethin a· o tit . hey vere euilty of ta · n initiative int e 

mater by mundane and oliti cal eans . Their at of impiety consi st.ed in tha t hey 
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dec i ded to cooperate with the Lord in h stening the restoration of Is ael . 

Jne is !inclined to ask • hy , if the r:- IS ha adapted themselves so masterl)llly 

to the diaspora and ~,..,...,..,..lim!ootlVP.{ttcy l'o' nd it so con _enial to th ir sniri t 

the Je'rn tried to g t 

from 
out the iaspora 1 

1a e such desperate efforts to et out from the diaspora? 

Toynbee ' s answer is not very clear on the sub~ect . h yes, of ccurse th re 11ere 

these liazi persecutions vhen 6 Millions 6i ,Je1' s were done to death in this rn gnificent 

dias1ora , o whi h Jews had a apted themselves so ,asterfully as they ha done in 

¢ 

rmany . 1here y·ere , of cour. e, prior to th ~n o roms in ssia , and 

ra ing anti- semitism both in the ,as and ·n the , st, and in all the orecedin 

centuries of the diaspora (religious persecut.: c.n and hettoes and the yellow ba r;e 

in 1/!cslem 1 nds and in Christian,i lands , exiles and inquisi t:i 0ns . Oh yes , Toynbee 

,nm s of all these things a:r d bravely and manfully he denounces all these fer ms 

of ~e vish ersecution . He is opposed to all r acial a .d reli -· cus ersecut • . . 

:e is especial] r sharp in his denouncia ,i(.,n o the 11azis an he is ver r elaborate 

and discursive in ·vir J the social nd the ec nomic reasons for thes persecutions 

and for the phenomenon of anti- semitjsm . Eut so.eho he finds no elation etween 
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~ 6-).. 
these persec t ions which hQve persisted throughout t_e ce.tu ies and whic~~their 

culmination in the most protTessive end civilized 20th century - he seems to see 

no relationship bet·,een these facts and the status of the e-w as a m·norit·, e:ither 

n the natirnal st tes of we~tern urope or in the "millet system" j n the -osleP" , 

the Islamic v,orl . He seems to assume that the Jews were opposed to this "millet 

systeri , " to mincri ty ri ,hts . ctua y the Je·is asked for it , olea ed for it, , ri ght 

throu h the centuries and especia ly :in the t:,entiet century following the 1i st 

i.mrld 11ar. Under the urgency of th official representatives of the LTev,s of the 

,;1orl , minority clauses .ere vrri t ten iLto the co __ tit ·ion of t e newly con"'ti tuted 

-, t -states , like Poland , like oumania , ;hich indepen ent st,tes a ·ter 

the firc--t , orl ,ar . Je~;s vere to be crmitted to live in a 11 rr1ille t system , " 

retainine their cultural autonomy , their communc.l autonomy ,i thin the Joli ti cal 

framework of the state . These ri hts were wri i,ten into the basic la, o • these 

\~~ 
countries by the framers of the peace treat( i.n 1918 . ut it wasn't two or three 

y€ars after these co ntries v:ere consti tut$d th t they made a scrap of er of 

these ri hts . ey r efusen to -r~nt Je·s minor;ty status alon ·,i th re sine: to u 

r ant t em politica~ equality as in ·vid al human beings within th~·r st cs becau e 

of th~ ra.npant anti- semi tis n. 

nd .... r . To ee wouli have you assume th:it in I sle ccuntries w.1e e the 



mill et system has. devel ,ped far more than in western Europe becau,·e in the I'oslem 

~ ~~ ----
lan s the central .:,overnmen"t) ~ very weak , it v,i:ae content to ·1err1i t outlyin~ uro inces 

~~ (Juv.~ 
territorial autonomy , and iHditgeQ.t communities , 1 • ving ·ti thin the 

empire , :i, i1d ;.i geAeH:s t o ±lli ompire-., Ghristian communities·, J evdsh communiti es , a _ar fie 

1ecree of autonomy . But the autonomy meant degradation , sta, aticn , poverty , 

hetto life . A1l you h0 ve to do is visit the Jewish quarter? in . orocco , , unis , 

Tripoli , in¾oslem worlctf to realize ~,rot this mi l let system did to the Jews living 

ther-e . 

therefor e , the alleced expulsi on of 600 , 000 Arabs ram ~alestine , which was a 

than the razi massacre of 6 , 000 , 000 J ev,s in Europe. ) n n:aking his ooint here 

, .. r . Toynbee r eveals his true self'1as .Er . ..:>pen c;-ler did and Lr . Hous ton te-war t 

Champerl ain . I e reveals a deep- seate7 an envenomed bias a gainst the Je1r1ish people , 

a bi as of ~r,hich he hiwself , at ti. - s , is herdly aware . And so in the ei hth volum¢ 

of his work on A ::>tudy o History , he writes : "But. the ~azi ,:entiles ' fall was 

less trA zic than the Z.ionist Jews '. On the 'norrow of a per secation in - uope in which 

they had been the victims of the , erst atrocities ever 1-nm n to have been suffered by 

Jews or indeed by any other htL>nan bein gs , the Je ,s ' immediate reaction to their mm 
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experience was to become persecutors in thejr turn for the •irst time since . J . 135 -

and this at the first opoortunity that ha· since arisen for trem to j_nflict on other 

human bein s who had the evis no injury, but 11ho haupened to be v-eaker tha!: thP,r / 

vere , some of the wrongs and suf1·erjngs thBt h2d been inflicted on the Je. •s by their 

nany succes.~·ive i,estern Gentile persecutors durin the intervenin..:; seventeen 

centuries . In 1 • • J . 1948 some 684 , 000 out e.d3 some 859 , ODO i.rab inhabit8nts of t 1e 

territory in -alestine v1hich the Zionist Je,! s conquered by force of arms in that year 

lost their homes and property ana beca-ne destitute ' displaced persons ' . 11 nd 

''--r . 1 oynbee continues , "On the 1.1ay of Jud :ementthe era st crime sta1din to the 

~er11an 1ational ~ocialists 1 (that is , to the 1azis 1 account) ~i~ht be , not that they 

hart exter inated a 'ajorit' of the iestern Jens , but that they ha1 caused the survivin 

remnant of Je.nry to stumble . " 

~·. 
I think J...mbassr-i 1or Eban I s corunent on thir is ver r &pt . He "This is one of 

the most extr aordinary scntenses in the histor r of' literature . irst , 11 0n the ay 

of Judement , the gravest crime" will be this - and this t heme constantly occurs . .tTofessor 

loynbee is not merel· the historian of the 'I'ventieth ventury · he is the Attorney -

General of the Alm.i :;hty upon the ~ay o:' Jud ment ; ae knows alr eady how the eternal 

oerspecti ves of history will judEe these matters . There are at least four or five 

occasions on which he falls into this blasphemy of ascr ibing to his ovm views he 
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sta ure of the ivine ju ent on he a udgment . 

11 nd what is the lesser trar·edy. 'he less r tra edy is that six d a half 

million Jevs , • c udin· ion chi .ren , rnre exterminated a .d barbarously 

obliter ted •dth all their life and inst·t tions . J.hat is a lesser tr c: dy 

than the 750 , 0~) Arabs . Ponder firstly u on the rithmetical equit -. Assume th~t 

rab refu ees hao ndereone the fate of extermination and massacre of our o·m br tLren 

in rope , even then'" uld 758,00J have been a ~e~ter tra edy than the six an a 

hal • mil ion? ut quite c,part frcm the falsity 01.· the arithmetical comparj son, 

the comparison is bet ·een death an ]ife . T:e si anc a half million are ea . 

The 75J , OOO , 1ith all their s 1 ·erin , are a ive their alive ess is a eater 

tr8 edy th;::n those irrevocable deaths . Th y are alive on the soil of their ld nsmen ; 

in Arab lands , not in capti ·it • in countries , hicn are free , emancipate , entitled -

even exhorted - to Give them h mes , to ve them rabic environment , rabic national 

loy lt. • and senti!Tlent , a vast future stretching • efore tha. ; 1.nd thi c- is more trar·ic 

than the burnin of our child.re n ~ncjnerators , th• the extermin tion n the 

crer.iatori , t n the death tr'ins . 

..r . 1 oynbC:: _ , e,.•s as r.vc: ers a . conque ors of . lest~ e , h v < evicted the 

Ara rem • alestine . .e fails to 1 .t • n that there vas no ~~ab les ine state 

he first rld r . he e ,as an Ottoman 
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E!pire before the Fi 'St Jorld 1ar . ''ter the CL lies vrnn tne ·1ar , t e decided 

to establish in that vast • ear E st, orld a h lf dozen Aitab states to satisfy he 

le(~i timate national riehts and ambi tio s of the rabs: ·1ho , by the ·,ay , had no 

too to estab J. _· sh a s.r.al e tis· state to satisfy the 

nat·onal as irations of the Teiish people and to provide a place of r f u e or 

the hundreds o.:..· t ousands - mi] J ions - co ,pe lled to flee from e th anj per secu t .: on 

in -urope . rab states 11ere estnblished nd tney arE in exiQt nee today -

..., rri , Lebanon 1rans·or~ania, I:aq , ...,a1 i - rabia . loynbee i ores ost 

droitl~y / t at t e r.>--ht t.o e t b :sh the ..,tate o I ... - 1 was ap rov __ d , y the 

~ree n~ tions of the .:orld, ·;as '"' net · oned by the • te :at • or s , 11 ' th a in 

of the .oral senti1 e1t o man~ind . 

d"d not drive t e rabs o·t. of Palestine , thR the five ".ei g _'or:i_ng r b sates 

launched a :ar of e termin tion a air st the e;s resident in alest·ne , a!""ainst 

the de isjon of th U j~ed ations . 

d-"'4o... .... Arabs fled from al stine •rhile so. e • 1 drcds of t housa .ds of them r ma · n d 

nd are citizens o f t e t t of Israel today. e rly all these ·acts are c re· 

nd a oitly i ored by this historian in or er o e his po:nt o:: 

terribly ·;rong d A bs , nd ·;orsc - than tazi 
<C-

es , ,hoc i e , · nhis j d ent , 

s. ore hei?ou ta hat of • buch nezzar, ~ . Titus , and . ia. nd th pa • sh 
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a se inquiai tion ag· inst the ue1'1S . 

o"nbee 1 . ' afraid , li.e Haman 01 Prim, do not like the t e·,·Jish people . 

It iu not mere1.y Liior:ism; it is not r.ierel:r t e fact t' t the e·,:s h' ve . ot ~ .~~"t"' 

to remai homeless i. the diasnora that bothers . r . • oynbee . .e refers to the 

T ev,s and to udaism constantly t' roughout his te vol mes as "a fossil relic o 

a 'ead civilizat;on . 11 t he ~-;s are fossils . They died a lonr time a o, but 

they r fuse to aKno1ledge th~t they are dead . It re · nns G~ the su erstitious 

custom ihich pr vaile. n e C'+,er. urope amon~ s re ti '.:1s t at ·;hen . n d.:.e 

J 

the h OS would ro unto i c f.J.L a d sa , r , r . •'--• .ber you 
( 

o r . oynbE~ , th e1 ·s have b _en 0u~ l· y ot on y 

of' th~ re t err er of • antin to rebui d their st.ate in modern times, t ey h~ve 

been Juilty ri6ht alon of the eat error o i.1
1 ·the calls 'idolizjng their ep meral 

se li' . " In his fi~ tn vo2. 1 e, he 1·1ri tes: "In period o the i .' b :i tory :1. ic. be an 

in t. e infancy of the yriac _; i lization and ~ j ch culm.:.nated in t. e of the 

. ophets , the p ople o-' Israel an':l t.luaa raised them elves hea nl should a· ove 

the yraac peoples roun about b risin to a onoth istic conception of reli· ·on . 

Keenl r: nscio sand righ1.1ly roud of their spiri-L tre sur_ , 0 y allov~d t1emsel es 

Jo be b tr yed i to n idoliz t: oft. · notabl b t t ansitor sta e in their 

spir:tual owt '1'. ••• n rsu ed th m elv c th-t r~rael 1 s cisco ery of the 
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ne rrrue 0 o hr~d revealed Isr~ el itself to be '01.; I S Cho er eople ; a. d thi c- hal -

truth invei led them into the~· ta l er~or of looki g • pon a. ome tary spiritual 

e. nence , .1h:i ch they had attained by lc1bour an. travail, as a p ... iv: le e confe... ed 

l on them by ""od jn r n everlast j_ •t.; covenant . rooding on a t alent whic. they 

haa previo1.rly st·.r:." lized b,r hidin~ it in the e t h , they re ·e t d th still eeter 

treasure v1h.:. c lzod offered them in the c min • of Tesus of azareth . 11 1hat J s the <.) 

crux of the story . 1 hif' i s reall -..,hat i l- tl • • ' ... 0 1€. lTif; X . 0 bee . e •rs per 

sisted j1 remaining e~,s . separate and oistinc t eo le , loyal to its faith 

to i 1f.luence .. he world in s :.>i te o t e 

·act t t they -:.:ere a fossil . 

ne etects n r.·r . o nbee the m1l!R same note of j rri tat; on , hich 1 j etzsche o nd 

to exist a. on e:; cert :in intellectuals of his day in r l ·•tion to the ,.,r eeks . 11l'i, e after 

time , 11 writes Nietzsche , "hearty resentment br aks forth ae .; nst this pres motuo s 

l ittle nation, which for all time dare to des i r,n te ev ryth.:.n not native as 

11 arbaric . 11 , no :-, re they , on asks , who , th u _h t ey have nothing to s.ov but an 

e hemera historical spl ndor (he uses a] ost the ex ct 1ords that Toynbee no·. uses) ... 

yet lay claim o th di~ nit. and pre- em-i nence amon ) eo )1 s to ,;.;hich enius i s ent:i tled 

amon g the ma sses.'' It is, .. rtuna te for r . ' oynbee, ,. s it is fo ~hristi nity and 

"or . s lam h;.1t the ue- is ' con t ribution t o civilization ·,as not an e he eral one , h t 

they ersisted in hol i g ·st to their fa · t ins ite o ny no ve ents o 
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usimroilxt assimilation and srncretism 

ommon 1ra in spite o 
\ 

all t . e persecu t..:.ons that follov ed the 
I 

0 0 ..... ra . 

reat contribution of the Jev1s is not merely \·1h t they gave to the ,:or 

The 

of r li io , n ten s of monotheism, in terms of an exalte ethics and a ·:1ay of 

life for ~en and nations. Lqually ...:. eat is the contribution of tne ~ ish eonle 

to civilization L t:e fact that t ey these ; eas , i end d the , 

• 
propo...,ated them, s ead t em throu ·h th ".!Orld . ther se these ideas like the 

. onothe±:iitic ideas of the E. cy-p i n Tutan. ha!ne 1 :0 ld ve been R lash in the an, 
/\ 

woul ,.1 n..qve di c.-ap1~•eared from the face o th earth i 1.,he vast amal am of reli ions 

which to"'k nls.ce in the ancient vJOrld and This ·act 

escapes ... r . 'T oynbee completely . i real_y not nati nalism which is 

botherin ~ .. r . Toynbee so M ch because he h:imself is really i: a 1 Q., nati r.alist , -

v1he i. t t comes to En lahd, or to s me other nation 1 hich he favors . T'1 oesn 1 t 

like -natio.alism among H resented 

th'"' fact th t the e,. s : n the 1st century C. . rose QT1 in r ebellion a ainst 

the tyrannJ' o ,, th Ro ans . An ' 'O the 2 d century under bar I that they struck 

out f ov freedom and independence . He calls them the at n·c _ .:.sh "e' m t s 11 c::.nd 

speaks of them •with dis ain n contempt. hat r i ht 
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__ ; t "/ nit co es to his o~n country durin ,h 

r . 'lo• nbee sine;s a different song al to ether . 

j-n his book II ar and Civilizati n" v:hich as t--u.bl.:sned in 1950 , 'r . o bee writes : 

11By risin to the rrior'. level :n the world ··1ars of C. 

(c..ews a·"e .:iliays, "rescive . 
1939- LS , un2.g-ressjve eopl id exercise t1e c rdinal 

. 1914-18 nd C. • 

T~ Ptions he fa,ors are 
unagu_ essi v ) 

virtues (no it •s card: nal virtue in v.rar to uch ·ood eff ect th:l t tney tv.':i ce 

defeated a j}itarist e~oire •~ long repared attem t to conquer the ,orld · and , in 

winnjn~ these successive ictories at a fe rful cost i blood and te rf , ·ney b1ice 

bou ht for o soc:ct r an op ortu ity to et _i o ·.r y a etter .. ay than submission 

to a world- con .... ueror I s forci ly j osed ax Aect ne ica . 1 o the Fax omana which 

the 1 omans imposed up.n the ancient orld by blood an:t teeror , tyranny an' which 
I 

the e·rn resisted - that was all ri t , and the Jews were cr·minals in tryin - to 

~efy Rome . but the Fax ermanica , ·which the Kaiser and the azis soueht ti. dice 

to :mpoce .. Don t.he world ~ms all 1ronr.·, and and the ther free countries 

wee and are to be praised a havjng exercised cardinal virtues i?1 resistin that 
'-"' 

Lyranny . 'l'hi· s • lS hov, certain hjstorians 

.hat is si~n·ficant in the festival of 

.. ordecai refused to kneel and to b , 'dovm. 

pass jud~ ent iuoon men and nations . 

r , ood friends , is the fact t hat 

ht i the si nificant p rt of Pl rim . 

The intre id spirit of ... race that has spiritua con iction , spirit al di n · ty , an 



I 

s · ritual vitality , nd whic has survived not only the per ecutions of . an , b t 

the multi udinous pe secut:01 • of all the subseque .. t cent ries, rig t throu h ·~jtler , 

an .. :.1hich in the year 195.5 , finds itself , in pite of avin:i been deci ~ted i the 

2 .. d "oI' l a .. ar , stron:; , , co ~·id nt , and hopeful - ebuilding 

its national 1.: f ... in Israel a d reinfor·cing its s irit 1al life throu ·hout t. e v10rld . 

This has been th persistent bafflement of all those 1ho m • sun erstoo Israel , .ihe-ther 

out.rirht enemies of Israel , like .:>pen ler , lie Chamberlain , - or ve him the 

of sayin 0 
11 m i r. ·ormed" - because a ·lo is rian is destine to be 

uninformed , l ike .r . Arnold 'oy1.bee . 

( e re 1) ,ay there be tor th rye ple of Israel in the d ys t come light nd oy 

and p ogress under the ace of God , the guardi n of Israel , who sleepeth not and 

slumbereth not . en 
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Professor Toynbee, for example : has strong convictions on the 

subject of the modern western national state. He thinks that the develop, 
ment of nationalism in the Western world has been unfortunate. He 

t 
I 

favors what he calls oecumenicalism, or internationalism, as we would 

call it. The future, he believes, belongs to what he calls "the millet 

system" modeled after the system which was established some centuries 

ago by Mehmed the Conqueror in the Ottoman Empire. It is a system 

which grants communal autonomy on a non-territorial basis to a variety 

of people and religions within a simgle political framework. 

This being his political conviction he proceeds to pass judgement 

on th~ nationalistic uprisings of people in the 19th and 20th century 
I 

~ 

who struggled to free themselves from foreign domination and to become 

independent, especially those states formed out of the Ottoman empire-

the J reeks, the Bulgarians, the Albanians, the Serbians, and the 
I 

Roumanians. His contention is that they should never have reached out 

for national indep~ndence. They should have accepted or abided by the 

"millet system." This thesis leads Mr. Toynbee to a violent attack 

on the efforts of the Jews to re-establish their national life in 

Israel. It leads him to a violent attack on Zionism. Jews should have 

been satisfied to remain permanen~ly in the.diaspora. Toynbee maintains 

that "the historic Jewry''{the Jewry of history) was the diaspora, and 

the distinctively Jewish ethos and institutions were a meticulous 

devotion to the Mosaic Law and a consummate virtuosity in cotmnerce and 

finance. These were the factors which the diaspora, in the course of 

ages, had wrought into social 
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These rights were written into the basic law of these countries 

by the framers of the peace treaties in 1918. But two or three years 

a·tcer these countries were constituted , they scrapped these rights. 

They refused to grant Jews minority status and refused to grant them 

political equality as . individual human beings within their states 
.... 1. 

because of rampant anti-semitism. 

Mr.toynbee would have you assume that Moslem countries, where the 

millet system had developed far more than in western Europe were 

content to permit outlying indigenous communities--Christian communities, 

and Jewish communities--a large degree of autonomy. But such autonomy 

meantwtegradation, stagnation, poverty, ghetto life. All you have 
, 

to do is visit the Jewish quarters in Morocco, Tunis, Tripoli, in the 

Moslem world to realize what this millet system did the the Jews living there. 

Being opposed to Jewish nationalism, to Zionism, therefore, the 

alleged expulsion of 600,000 Arabs from ~ lestine , which was a by

product of the war for Jewish independence, is in the eyes of Mr. 

Toynbee a greater crime than the Nazi massacre of 6,000,000 Jews in 

Europe. In making his point here, Mr. Toynbee reveals his true self, as 

did Mr. Spengler and Mr. Houston Stewart Chamberlain. He reveals a 

• I deepseated, an envenomed bias against the Jewi.sh people . a bias of 

which he himself, at times, is hardly aware. In the eighth volume of 

A Study of History,he writes, "But the Nazi Gentiles' fall was less 

tragic than the Zionist Jews'. On the morrow of a persecution in 

Europe .in which they had been the victims of the worst atrocities 

ever known to have been suffered by ~ews ~r indeed by any other human 

• beings·, the Jews' immediate reaction to their own experience was to 

. ; 




