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REFLECTIONS ON THE YALTA DOCUMENTS 

March 27, 1955 

Ten years after the meeting of the Big Three at Yalta in the Crimea, the records 

of that Conference have been made public . An international furor has followed their 

publication. Considerable dissatisfaction has been expressed in Great Britain, the 

~oviet Union , and in the United States over the publication of th:?se documents . The 

one surviving principal of that Conference, Sir inston Churchill, has publicly vented 

his displeasure. It has been charged that the Yalta Papers which have been made 

public have been censored, that they are incomplete, that they do not tell all. It 

has also been charged that the publication is poorly timed, causing embarrassment 

to our friends and allies. Some politicians are inclined to make poli1ical capital 

out of these records, especially as they reveal the role which President Roosevelt 

played at that Conference, and the concessions which he is reputed to have made to 

Stalin . 

I have no comments to make on these subsidiary issues, their timing, the motives, 

and the manner of release of these documents. That is quite mnimportant. Official 

documents are supposed to be made public sooner or later . After all, the peopleare 

entitled to know sometime what their official representatives and spokesmen said and 

did in their name and on their behalf at important internationaJ conferences where 

decisions are made which affect their lives and their fortunes. Ten years is a long 

enough time to wait for such documents to be made public . n fact, it is a common 

practice of our state department to make public records of such conferences 10 or 15 

years after the event. 

I read through these published documents. I confess that I did not experience 

any particular shock or sense of outrage in reading them as some pe0ple seem to 

have eq:Erienced who did not read them. I fouoo very little that might be called 
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conspiratorial in them - nothing was put over on the American people. There may have 

been in this or that regard poor judgnent exercised by one or another of the conferees, 

or miscalculation. But this is all the easy wisdom of hind-sight - ten years later. 

The three leaders of the allies who met there for five days in February, 1945, on 

the eve of the great victory, came together in what was a spirit of friendliness and 

good will to work out certain international solutions for problems which were sure 

to arise with the coming of victory. They were also faced with certain military 

problems which called for immediate solution. It was not a cloak: and dagger conference 

at all, a conference of dark intrigue or suspicion, where each of the conferees 

stealthily tried to outsmart the other or have no regard for the common good or the 

good of the world. It wasn•t that kind of a confere ce at all. Here and there 

certain things were said in the absence of one or another of the conferees which 

seemed to be slightly critical of the other, but in the main these expressions did 

not affect the decisions taken at the conference. Issues were discussed by the Big 

Three and their military and political staffs amicably. There was substantial agree-

ment on most things, give and take. on others, and honest expressions of differences 

of opinion on still others. Some questions which could not be resolved at Yalta 

were left for subsequent ne gotiations and exchanges • 
. 

So I say, i n reading these voluminous documents, I did not get any sense of 

shock or outrage at all. I did get a sense of sadness, a growing sense of sadness 

creeps in on one as one reads these documents. Not because of any evidences of 

duplicity or ineptness, but by the fact of the high hopes whi h were entertained 

by all those who took part in the Conferen eat Yalta - the high hopes for mankind 

have run into naught - by the clear insight and vision which was theirs at the time 1 

which was subsequently clouded and distorted, and by the unity which prevailed there, 

a unity forged out oJ the blood and sacrifices of the war, which as tragically 

disrupted and broken soon after peace. It is what followrl Yalta that is tragic -

not what took place at Yalta. 
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It is easy to pick out here and there an off-the-cuff remark by Churchill or 

Stalin or Roosevelt made at some unguarded moment. It is easy to pick one of these 

side remarks and make a mountain out of a molehill. Thus Mr. Churchill is quoted as 

saying that he did not care much about the Poles. So what of it? Suppose he didn't 

care much about the Poles, but throughout that conference Churchill spoke up time an:l 

again in behalf of Poland and urged upon Stalin to be chivalrous and to make con­

cessions to Poland, especially as regards the extension of P land1 s eastern frontier. 
0 

It is said that some uncomplimentary remarks of Churchill about France had been 

deleted from the public documents. What of it ? Uhat i.f he made those remar ks? 

The fact is, that Churchill, throughout the Conference, stood up for France, insisting 

that France be given a zone in the occupied Germany after the vrar and an equal voice 

in the control commission for Germany, in spite of the fact that Stalin resisted 

that, saying that l•'rance had run out on the allies and had not made equal sacrif'ices 

with them. Chance remar~ of President Roosevelt are being built up into some 

sensational causes. Roosevelt occasionally was caustic in his comment about the 

British - they want to have their cake and eat it, he said to Salin one dc:W. He 

expressed the thought thcit Britain ought to return Hong Kong to China. He too said 

of the Poles that they are a quarrelsome people - quarrelsome at home and ab~. 

But there was no connivance on his part to hurt either the British people or the 

Polish people. 

It is said that President Roosevelt indulged himself in an uncomplimentary 

remark about the Jews and that had been deleted from the documents. At one of the 

sessions when the question came up about making certain concessions to Ibn Saud in 

relllrn for some desired action on his part, President Roosevelt is reported to have 

said tbat there was only one concession that he thought he might offer, and that was 

to give Ibn Saud the six million Jews in the United States. The authenticity of 

this remark is questioned, but assuming that this unbecoming jest was made by him, 
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it in no way affected his friendly interests in the Jewish cause at this Conference . 

At one time he is quoted in the documents as ha.ving turned to Stalin and asked him 

whether he was a Zionist, saying that he, President Roosevelt , was a Zionist. 

I am not endeavoring to excuse these off-the-cuff expressions of these important 

people, but too much should not be made of them. One must remember that a conference 

is very much in the nature of a kitchen where food is being prepared for the dining 

room. Not everything that is handled in the kitchen is served on the dining room 
I 

table. A lot of it is disposed of - thrown out. In this conr.ection of President 

Roosevelt asking Stalin about his attitude toward Zionism, ~talin 's comnents on another 

Jevlish question might be quoted. 

"Marshal Stalin said the Jewish problem was a very difficult one, that they 

had tried to establish a national home for the Jews in Birobidzhan but that they had 

only stayed there two or three years an then scattered to the cities. He said the 

Jews were natural traders but mucb had been accomplished by putting small groups in 

some agricultural areas. 

11 The President said he was a Zionist and asked if Marshal Stalin was one. 

"Marshal Stalin said he was one in principle but he recognized the difficulty." 

This isvery significant because it throws light on the attitude of the Soviet Union 

at the United N tions in 1947, an attitude which was very difficult for some of 

us to explain because at the United Nations it was the Soviet representative Gromyko 

who first, of all the rations, spoke up in behalf of the partition scheme and the 

establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine , evidently reflecting the point of view 

of Stalin . As regards Birobidzhan, it might be said here, i n the first place, no 

national home for the Jewish people was planned. It was to be a Jewish autonomous 

region which was to be open only to the Jews of the Soviet Union, not to the poor, 

home1ess Jews of the world ho needed a home at the time. This autonomous Jewish 
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region was created or established largely under the inspiration of Jevrish communists 

in Russi~s a sort of a counter-move to Zionism, hoping to win the sympatiy of world 

Jewry away from Palestine to the Soviet Union, and neither the Jews of the Soviet 

Union, and certainly not the Jews of the world were interested in the creation of 

a Jewish autonomous region way out there in eastern Siberia on the borders of C•ina. 

Though the project was, for a time, booned by skillful propaganda as something that 

was to turn out to be something epoch-making in Jewish history, it actually has 

fizzled out. It is reported today, though no accurate information is available, 

that it is now a region for slave-labor, under the administration of the Soviet 

secret police. 

The most important problem which came up at Yalta had to do with the ·orld 

Security Organization which was to follOlf the termi ation of the war. And here 

agreement was reached by the Big Three to call a conference to bring into existence 

the organization of the United Nations, and this conference was called not long 

after, you will remember, at San Francisco. 'l'he groundwork for the decisions at 

Yalta was made months before at the Dumbarton oaks meeting, and certain questions 

which were not settled at Dumbarton Oaks were ironed out at Yalta, principally the 

question of the voting procedure in the Security Council and the question of the veto. 

So much has been made about the abuse by the oviet Union of the veto that perhaps 

a word should be said that at Yalta there was absolutely no disagreement among the 

Big Three on the subject of the veto - they all agreed that the veto was vital and 

necessary to protect the interests of the permanent members of the Security Council -

that is, the Big Three. I am quoting:'both the Prime inister and • btettinius 

(England and the United States) pointed out that under the u. S. proposal the power 

of the world organization which was to re created could not be directed against any 

of the permanent members" . At Yalta the Soviet asked also that all the sixteen 

republics of the Soviet Union should have membership in the u. N. They compromised 
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on two additional members - that of the Ukraine and ·Vhite Russia. On all other 

matters related to the lorld Organization for internati _nal security and peace there 

·was complete agreement, and it was there at Yalta that the United Nations was really 

founded. 

Thus a great hope for mankind was kindled at Yalta, but that hope was predicated 

on one fact: on the abiding friendship of the three g:·eat powers. And they under­

stood it full well at the time. 

At a friendly dinner which was given on February 8th, the atmosphere, according 

to the account was most cordial, where the Big lhree were toasting one another. 

:talin said of Churchill and called him the 11bravest governmental figure in the world," 

called him his "fighting friend and a brave man," and Churchill called Stalin the 

"mighty leader of a mighty country, 11 and Stalin spoke of Rooseve 1 t as "a man who, 

even though his country was not directly imperiled, had been the chief forger of the 

instruments which had led to the mobilization of the world against Hitler," and to 

which Roosevelt replied that he felt "the atmosphere of this dinner ~ as that of a 

family, and it was in these words that he liked to characterize the relations that 

existed between our three countries - a family." rt was at this dinner that Stalin 

made these significant observations: Stalin remarked that it was not so difficult 

to keep unity in time of war since there was a joint aim to defeat the common enemy 

which was clear to everyone. He said the difficult task came after the war when 

diverse interests tended to divide the Allies. He said he was confident that the 

present alliance would meet this test also and that it was our duty to see that it 

would, and that our relations in peace time should be as strong as they had been in 

war. 

But they weren't, as you know. They were to bfeak disastrously soon after. 

Perhaps if President Roosevelt had lived - he died two months after Yalta - it 

might have been different, perhaps not. But the stark tragedy of the Yalta Conference 
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is not the Conference itself or the decisions which were arrived at, but what 

followed the allied victory. 

There had also been clear vision at Yalta on one other subject, and total 

agreement. That was on Germany . There was scarcely any difference of opirion on 

what was to be done with Germany after her certain def eat. At the i.ery first meeting 

between Roosevelt and Stalin soon after Roosevelt arrived at Yalta, "the President 

said that he had been very much struck by the extent of German destruction in the 

Crimea and therefore he was more bloodthirsty in regard to the Germans than he had 

been a year ago. And he hoped that Marshal Stalin would again propose a toast to 

the execution of 50,000 officers of the Ge:r.nan Army. 

arshal Stalin repled that because of the honest blood shed in fighting the 

Germans , everyone was more bloodthirsty than they had been a year ago, adding that 

the destruction in the Crimea is nothing compared to that which occurred in the 

Ukraine . He said in the Crimea the Germans had been outflanked and had had little 

time to carry out planned destruction, whereas in the Ukraine they had done it with 

method and calculation. He said the Germans were savages and seemed to hate with a 

sadistic hatred the creative work of human beings . The President agreed with this." 

' At a later conference the subject of Germany came up and the questj_on of Germari 

dismemberment. Not disarmament, but dismemberment . 11 The President then said that 

it seemed to him that they (meaning lJhurchill and Stalin) were both talking about the 

same thing, and what Marshal Stalin meant was should we not agree in principle here 

and now on the principle of dismemberment of Germany . He said personally, as stated 

by him at Tehran, that he was in favor of dismemberment of Germany ... He added that he 

still thought the division of Germany into five states or seven states was a good 

idea. The Prime I\ inister interrupted to say "or less," to which the President agreed." 

And so they were discussing the question of how to dismember Germany, not how to 

rearm Germany. Any one who J{ould have brought up the subject of rearmament at Yalta 

would have been regarded as a mad man . n yet a few short years later our qwn 
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government began a most determined campaign to rearm Germany and to make it the veritable 

king-pin in the defense of the free world against Soviet aggression. And now ~ranee 

has been forced into line and has agreed to the rearmament of Germany, and before long 

the goose-step will again be heard on the military roads of Europe. A vision which 

was clear at Yalta and later on clear at Potsdam has become very much beclouded in 

the last few years. 

President Roosevelt is charged with having made unnecessary concessions in the 

Pacific and the Far East to Stalin as price for the Soviet entering the war against 

Japan. It is argued that the President knew at the time of Yalta that our A-bomb 

would be ready in a few months, that there wauld be no need for an invasion by our 

forces of Japan, and that the entrance of the Soviet Union into the war in the Pacific 

was altogether unnecessary, in fact peace with Japan was actually declared, or rather 

Japan capitulated just a few short days after the Soviet entered the war in the pacific. 

I for one cannot fol l ow - I am not a military man, but I cannot follow this hind-sight 

wisdom of armchair strategists. President Roosevelt based his judgment on the best 

military advice available to him, and the best military advice that was available 

to him was that the war was likely to last in the Pacific some 18 months after 

Germany 1s defeat in the West, and he decided that it was his prerogative and his 

duty to make this great decision; he decided it was to the best interests of a speedy 

termination of the war mn the Pacific and to the best interests of the United States 

to get Russia into the war. He was not interested in expanding Russian power in the 

Far East. Stalin was reluctant to enter the war in the Pacific. As he said, Japan 

was a country ihich gave Russia very little trouble. He could not justify, he said, 

to his own people, a sudden decision on the part of the ~oviet to declare war upon 

Japan. He asked at the bargaining point that the conferees agree that following 

victory in the Pacific those territories which had been taken from Russia by Japan 

in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904 be returned to the Soviet Union, Southern Sakhalin, 
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Port Arthur, the right to operate the anchurian Railway, the status quo in Outer 

Mongolia, the Kuril Islands,to which President Roosevelt agreed; they both agreed 

that the concurrence of China, of Chang Kai Shek would be asked for this a eement. 

The concurrence of Chang Kai-Shek was later asked and obtai. ned for t his agreement. 

I do not know how significant these concessions were, but they certainly in no way 

strengthened the cause of Communism in China. They did not give the Communists 

control over Oina or over the Pacific, and Ctiq.ng Kai-Shek was later on defeated not 

by these concessions made to Russia; he was defeated by the Chinese. Our government 

did everything in its power to save Chhng Kai-Shek; they tried to effect some kind 

of a working arrangement during the war between Chang Kai Shek and the Cormnunists 

of China. They failed. Stalin was anxious at Yalta that such a compromise in the 

working arrangement be effected. I quote f rom the documents: 11 The President said 

that for some time we had been trying to keep Ghina alive. Marshal talin expressed 

the opinion that China would remain alive. He added that they needed some new leaders 

around Chiang Kai-shek and although th re were s ome good people in the Kuomintang 

he did not understand why they were not brought forward. 

"The President said Ueneral Wedemeyer and the new Amba11sador, General Hurley, were 

having much more success than their predecessors and ha made more pro ess in bringing 

the Communists in the north together with the Chungking Government. He said the fait 

lay more with the Kuomintang and the Chungking Government than with the so-called 

Communists. 

Marshal Stalin said he did not understand why they did not get together since 

they should have a united front against the Japanese. He thought that for this pur­

pose Chiang Kai-shek should assume leadership. He recalled in this connection that 

some years ago there had been a united front and he did not understand why it had not 

been maintained." 

The question of Poland occupied considerable time and the attention of the 

conferees. An ef fort was made to bring together the government in exile, the so-called 
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London government with the Lubline government. In fact, an effort was made to 

• 
r each the r epresentatives of these Polish groups by telephone to get them to come 

to Yalta to work out an agreement between them. That was not successful. They 

agreed on free elections to determine the permanent government for Poland. The 

decisions at Yalta were sound decisions. What followed were evil and unsound. 

And so, my good friends, the release of the documents has clearly made pos~ible 

an appraisal of what took place a t Yalta. I am inclined to be l ieve that what took 

place had the best interests of the world at heart. t the Big Powers fell apart 

after the war. ~ether it was entirely Stalin's fault, whether Great Britain and 

the United States were partially responsible - this is not the moment to pass judgment. 

But they fell apart. Nearly all of the basic deci sions reached - good decisions -

at Yalta were rendered futile, as they saw in advance at Yalta - that unless the 

Bi g Three stood together, united, after the war, all their decisions were meaningless. 

Now, ten years after Yalta, having experienced one of the most catastrophic Cold 

~ ars in our history, an effort is again being made to bring the great po;·;ers together. 

President Eisenhower favors it, benator George of the oppositio party has come out 

in favor of it, there is a strong sentiment for it in France and in England, and here, 

within the last day, Bulganin of the Soviet declared himself in favor of it. Perha}J3 

now that the issue of the rearmament of Germany is out of the way - and let it be 

said that both as regards Germany and France, the people were persuaded to agree to 

rearmament on the promise that im:nediately aft er the pact was s igned such a conference 

will be held - perhaps now it will be possible to hold an international conference 

and put an end to the coli war. If the cold war is permitted to go on indefinitely, 

it is bound to erupt into a shooting war. I be l ieve that the sta.tesmen of the world 

have been sobered up - sobered up not only by the events of the :last few years, but 

by the A-bomb and the H-bmmb. The peo~le of t he world are frightened at the prospect. 

I be l ieve that the time i s here f or the great powers to get together, as t hey got 

together at Yalta, and if the spirit which will prevail will be one of give and take, 
of good will, they will arr ive at sound decisions which e hope wil l not again be destroyed. 
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precise pla1 In fact, he added, The Prime .. Iinistcr remark d 
if he were sked to state here that there was no need, in hi 
how Germa y should b divid- opinion, to inform the Gerl)1an~ 
ed, he would not b in a position of our futur(> policy-that the)' 
to answer, and for this reason must surrender unconditionall. 
he couldn't commit himself to and then await our decision. H 
any definit plan for the dis- said we re deaing with the 
membermen of Germany. The fate of 0.000,000 people and 
Prim fini er said, however, that 1· quired more than eightv 
that person ly h felt that the minut s to con. id r. He said it 
i~olation o Pru sia and the might not be fully d t rminPrl 
elimination f her might from until a month 01· so after our 
Germany , uld r move the troops occ,1py Germany. 
1.rch- vil-tl G"rman war po- ThP Pn"iuent raid he thought 
tential wou b greatly di- the Prim :Mini. t r wa. talkin..,. 
mini~hed. e added that a abou he que.~t:on of di mem-

. south Germ n state with per- bcrmcnt. In his Yiew he . a1<l 
g haps a gov rnm nt in Vienna h thought il \ ·ould b a greaL 
e might indica e th line of great mis ake to have any public dis• 
s division of ennany. He said cussion or the dismemberment 
f that we ar agreed that Ger- of Germany as he would cei-• 

r- many should lose certain t rri- tainly receiv as many plan as 
to tortes conqu red by the R d thete had been German tateit 
n Army which ou14 form part of in th past. He suggested that 

the Polish settlement, tmt he the conference ask the thre 



ca r1 ain. He agreed t 
ree • 1 b • • t t :Foreign Ministers should con- it wou d e mconvemen o 

sider Article 12 of th surr nder Fr3:nce to_ the present group 
• . maJor alhe . But he felt t 

term~ instrument m order to a - Briti h public opinion would 
ertain the best method of d t d h France was • b • • · f . l th , un ers an w y 

. rmg1!1g m a r_c c1 nee o eling excluded from a probl 
intention to d1 memb r Ger- h" h wa f uch direct c 

• n, W lC S 0 
any. . . cem to her. He observed t 
The Pr:es1d nt then. aid that the destiny of great nations 

the q_uestion of the_ Fr nch zo~e not decided by the tempor 
remained to be decided. He said t t f their l chnical app 
that he had_ understood from tu~. e ~e mentioned, howe 
Ia~s~al St~hn that_ the French that he had been against 

definitely did not Wl h to ~!lnex participation of France in 
outright the_ German teu itory present conference, which he 
up to the Rhine._ . derstood was the opinion of 

. :farshal Stahn repl~ed that President and had gathered h 
this was . n_ot the case, smce dur- was also that of Marshal Sta 
ing the visit of General d~ Gau_lle He concluded by saying that 
the_ French had . made it quite mu t provide for France in 

. plam that they rntende~ to an- future to stand guard on 
nex peim~nently the territory up left hand of Germany, othe 
to the Rh~ne. . . . Great Britain might agafn 

T~e Prime ~imste~ said th_at eonfronted with the specter 
he did no~ feel it po_ sibl~ to dis- Germany at the channel port 

. cuss poss~ble . fronti rs as they Mar hal Stalin repeated 
; were considering _o_nly the zones he would not like to see Fra 

of temporary mihtary 0, cupa: as a participant. in the con 
t1_0~. He added that h . ~-.:as for machinery for Germany, 
g1v!ng the French a defmi e zone though he had no objection 
\\'~t~h could co~e out of t~c their being iven a zone wit 
Bn 1sh and possibly th men- the Briti h and American zon 
can zones and that all h~ sought The Prime Uni ter poin 
here was that the ovi t Gov- out that the control commiss· 
r~n:ient would ag!ee that the will be an extraordinary b 

British and American ~overn- under the order of the Gove 
ments should have the right to ments concerned and that th 
work out ~th the French a zone was no reason to fear that ba 
of . occupation. He ~dded that policy in r gard to Germa 

• th1 zone would not m any way would be made by this co 
affect the proposed Sovi_ t z~me. mission. 

Marshal Stalin m~mred The President. pointed out 
whether or not the granting of thi point that France was 
a zone to France would not fact a full member of the Eu 

erve as a precedent to other pean Advi ory Commiss 
• states. . . . which was the only Allied 

The Prime Mmister pointed apart from thi conference wh 
out that the occupation of Ger- was considering the Gt?r 
many might be a long one and problem. 
that th Briti h Government was The Pre ident said that 
not sure that it could bear the favored the acceptance of 
burden alone for an extended Fr nch request for a zone, 
period and that the French that he agreed with Mars 
might be able to be of r al as- Stalin that France should 
sistance m this matter. take part in the control mac 

Marshal Stalin said that if the ery, otherwise oth r nati 
French were given a zone, would would demand participation. 
not that change the tripartite went on to ay, for example, t 

, control of Germany to a four- as a result of the deliberate 
nation control. . man destruction of the di 

The Prime Minister replied that large sections of Du 
that the British Government ex- farm land had be n inunda 
pected that if France were given by salt water and that it wo 
a zone they would of course par- be necessary to give the Du 
ticipate in the control ma hine1y, farmers compensation for ate 
but that in regard lo other na- porary period from German t 
tion that might assist in the ritory. He said that he und 
occupation such a · Belgium or stood that it would be at le 
Holland, there would b no que - five years before tac flood 
tion of a specific zone and thus land would h suitable for c 
no part in the participation of tivation. If this was done, n 
the ontrol machinery. he pel'sonally felt that it shou 

Marshal Stalin stated that he b done, the Dutch might w 
thought it would bring up many claim a voice in the control m 
omplication if we hould have chinery for G rmany. 

four nations instead of three Mr .. Eden then pointed ou 
participating in the determina- that there was no question o 

. tion of German matters. He any zone for any other powe 
thought that some method might excfl)t F1 nee, but that Franc 



e was go . six 
when the resident who felt 

could find the ships, but the the advice 
President added that up to the Government 

1 present he had been unable to in good stan 
e uf\d the ships. he added th 

I. Internal Conditions in China helped u; a 
The President said that for war effort: 

. . t frankly this some tune we had been trym6 ° . t k ' nd mis a" e a 
0 lteep China alive. the Secretar 

Marshal Stalin expressed the brought up w 
opinion that China would remain barrassing que 
alive. He added that they needed he had sent let 

t some new leaders around Chiang ~enttshof tltlesde 
n mg em o e 
1 Kai-shek and although there the common 

ad were some good people in the had already do 
• Kuomintang he did not under- declaration coul 
n stand why they were nto brought any time, and 
. f rward others before lo_ 
e O • • • Marshal Stall 
n The President said General about Argentina 
d Wedemeyer and the new Ambas- The President 
e sador, General Hurley, were hav- are considering 
• ing much more success than United Nations 

their predecessors and had made Nations who ha 
t more progress in bringing the war ~ffort. 

Communists in the north to- Marshal Stalin 
• gether with the Chungking Gov- love for Argenti 

ernment. ~ said the fault lay that there was 
more with the Kuomintang and in logic. He inqt 
the Chungking Government than the criteria (sic) 
with the so-called Communists. of states and me 

Marshal Stalin said he did not connection Turke 
understand why they did not get felt there were na 
together since they should have really waged war 
a. united front against the Japa- fered and there w 
nese. He thought that for this had ~avered and 
purpose Chiang ~ai-shek should being on the winni 
assume leadership. He recalled The President r 
in this connection that sol!le was his idea tha 
years ago there had been a umt- Associated Nations 
ed front and he did not under- clared war shoul 
stand why it had not been main- and he suggested 

·ned. limit should be 
March. 



anything that would ham 
he had n<> military operatio11s. , 

d to the sit- The President proposed the.t 
fr. Churchill the matter be referred to the 
rmation and foreign ministers for study, and t 

Great Britain this was agreed to. r 
tes could not The Prime Minister said there g 
ple into Po- was one small matter he wished s 

regard to the to bring up before adjournment, 
e provisional and that was the periodic meet­

ould asure the ing of foreign ministers every d 
he people run- three months. r 
ent were popu- The President said he was in s 

leaders, Bierut, favor of this idea. but he knew 
i and Rola-Zy- that Mr. Stettinius was very o 

t fled fr_om Po- busy with some of the Latin r 
yed on in War- American countries and he felt 

come from the it would be best to say they 
would meet when necessary and 

to bear in mind not fix any definite period for 
of people un~er the meetings. 

their sympathies The Prime Minister said he 
who stayed and hoped that the first of these 
e who left the meetings could be in London, to 
hal Stalin said which the President and Marshal 
t claim that the Stalin agreed. 
ovisional govern- Marshal Stalin then said he 
niuses-indeed, it had one small matter which he 
there are cleverer would like to bring up. He would 
olish government like to know what is holding 

he did not kn~w. back the formation of a unified 
eling of the Pohsh government in Yugoslavia. He 
respect was some- would also like to know what 
e, but . it exists. was going on in Greece. He said 
the Pohsh p~ople he had no intention of criticizing 

t event-the llber- British policy there but he 
r country by t~e would merely like to know what 
as occurred. This was going on. 
mentality of the The Prime Minister sa1.d that 

any years the Poles Greece would take a great deal 
Russians and with of time to explain and he would 

three times t!1e reserve it for the next meeting. 
rnment had partic- He said in regard to Yugoslavia 
e partitioning of that the King had been persuad­
the advance of the ed or even forced, to agree to a 

s the liberatio_n of regency. Subasic was leaving 
hanged the attitude soon, if he had not left already, 
people toward Rus- • o t the 




