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YOUTH AND OLD AGE AS VIEWED IN THE BIBLE 

April 17, 1955 

Sy dear friends, the great humanity of Judaism is seen in the Biblical attitude 

toward youth and old age. Judaism has a tender regard for both, and this regard 

derives from its profound reverence for life itself. This was not the case with 

all ancient faiths and it is not the case with many peoples and cultures to this day. 

In ancient days, unwanted infants and chi l dren were exposed and done away with, and 

helpless old age was similarly abandoned. Perhaps the greatest of the philosophers 

of Greece , Plato , defended the practice of infanticide, of exposing unwanted infants 

and the killing off of the aged and the helpless. It was a common practice in 

olden days among all peoples, but the practice is altogether unknown in the whole 

literature and recorded history of Israel. It is something that our people and our 

faith almost instinctively reacted against. 

Judaism upheld that life is precious and is a precious gift of God . It must 

accordingly be guarded, sheltered, and protected in every stage and every situation . 

And when handicapped in any ay by wealmess or ill-favor, such a life had an especial 

claim upon our care and solicitu e. 

The Bible loved children. It re gards them as life greatest blessing. "Lo, 
so 

children are a heritage from the Lord ... I.ike arrows in the hand of a warrior, re the 

children of one's youth. Happy is the man who has his· quiver full of theml" In the 

Book of Proverbs we read, 11 Children 1s children are the crown of old men ." 

Childhood and early youth were looked upon in Holy Scripture as the proper time 

for education and training under the loving and the vigilant eyes of parents and of 

teachers. Youth was loved in the bible but never indulged . The Bible understood 

fully youth 1 s immaturity, ignorance, and i J1petuosity. It speaks of the "sins of 

youth" but always referred to them as sins which could be avoided . hat is L . perfect 

in youth should, by tireless tr · ining and efficient discipline in the home and in the 
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school be corrected but not tolerated or excused. This, the Bible viei-s, this 

act of toleration and excusing of what is wrong, what is anti-social, what is 

tho~?htless in youth - this toleration of it the Bible views as an act of injustice 

and unfairness to the child himself, not alone to society . It is a sin against the 

child. 

11 'ithhold not correction from the child, for in so doing thou shalt eliver his 

soul from hell." "He who withholds punishment of the child punishes his child. 11 

Parents were admonished in the Bible not to be afraid qf theirchildren, as so many 

parents are today. nd teachers, instructors of children, were also admonished not 

to be afraid of the chiliren or of their parents . In each case, the mandate of instruc­

tion upon parent and teacher is direct and unequi vocal . .nnd in the execution of their 

assigned tasks, both parent and t eacher is fully commissioned and fully empowered -

it is autonomous , as it were . 

ln our age of extensive research in the field of child psychology and psychiatry , 

and fortunately also of rampant juvenile i elinquency, this ancient wisdom has somehow 

been overlooked and ignored. A few days ago I read in our local newspapers of"three 

teen-age ringlea~ers in a riotous Jemonstration in a study hall at one of our schools 

who were ordered held at the Detention Home by Juvenile Court Judge Harry L. Eastman . 

Ju ge Eastman ordered parents of the boys, two who are 15 and the other 1L, to pay t3 

a day' oard" for each until he makes a final ruling. ii fourth boy, 13, also was cited, 

but since has run away from home and has not been 1ocated . 

"During the outbreak, which started with hununing among 160 pupils using a cafeteria 

for study hall rose to singing, hand clapping and stomping o-:.· feet, six tab es and 

38 chairs were overturned. Four of the chairs were smashed beyond repair. 

11 Judge Eastman admonished the teacher in the room at the time ... for not "nipping 

in the bud" the demonstration. 

"Teachers today are afraid of parents," the judge said. "Children have no absolute 

r·ght to be in school. They have to obey proper standards of conduct to be there . 

• 
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"Teachers haveto take only so much abuse. Children never did these things to 

the old-fashioned t eacher. e just don I t have the sar:ie diccipline in our schools today. 11 

Now there have been numerous such outbreaks in our schools, not only in our 

community but throughout the nation, including actual physical assault upon teachers 

by high school pupils . It is characteristic of an age where parental an school 

discipline have broken dovm to the great disadvantage and unhappiness of children, 

not merely parents and teachers. 

One of the gravest offenees of which the Bible speaks is 11 1 did not harken to 

the voice of my teachers,and to those instruct me I did not pay heed." According 

to the standards of our rabbis, they said "Let the fear oft y teachers be unto thee 

like the fear of od himself." 

1'he Bible loved children and youth, an - therefore laid so much emphasis and so 

often on their proper training and their proper discipline for life. Children may at 

tiCTes resent it an express their resentment, but in the end they ar1profoundly 

ateful for it if it is done with love, fairness, and intellieence. 

Children in the heart of hearts hold in contempt parents who do no knov1 their 

own minds, who can be easily jockeyed and imposed upon, and hoodwinked, and nagged into 

acqui@scence. The ~ust , the firm, the fair parent makes for a just and firm and 

cooperative chil d, and ultimately for a good, wholesome member of his community, 

just and fair and cooperative in his relationship to society. And a man who is not 

just and fair and cooperative l ater on in his r elationship with society, will be 

a very unhappy man . 

I have spoken of childhood and early youth . The Bible has guidance for them. 

nut it has guidance also for all ages of life. Every stage of life has its opportuni­

ties and its compensations , for every stage of life brings its own experiences, and 

at every st age we somehoVI begin to live a new life on a different plane. HUman life, 

too, has its seasons, just as nature, an each season ~as its own climate and its 

own beauty. 
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e need not dwell long, of course, ~pon the opportu ities and the compensations 

of youth . They are clearly apparent. In the first place, youth is blessed ith 

unbounded hope, and hope is the elixir of life. Hope is the marrow of living. In 

youth men and women have not yet become aware of the inevitable limitations of life. 

Every obstacle is assumed to be surmountable an~ every ambition attainable. In;}Outh 

our dreams are not yet trammele ' or broken by experience, and our age is not yet 

shackeled by inevitable social re straints. 

fuen we are young, we believe that we can choose any road we wish to travel, and 

even if the road is hard and we know it to be hard, we believe that we possess the 

strength adequate for the effort. 

Youth is blessed with bouyancy. Young people when they are defeated in a particu­

lar pursuit or objective seldom experience despair for any long time. or a moment 

they do, but the next moment they are plunging on ag • n. 1here is a resilience to the 

emotional life of youth that one does not find in 1 t er life. 1'he warm blood of 

youth has a way of thawing all the chill despairs of life . And then , fortunately, 

youth is so much engrossed in the actual excitement of living that it doesn't have 

much time to intellectualize about life; it is not much given to introspection . It 

does not submit life to the microscope of reflection, because the microscope of 

reflection unfortunately reveals, from time to time, rough textures an many flaws. 

Youth has what Emerson called the II gift of divine generalization ." It overlooks 

unpleasant d$ils , sees only the sweet and bright side, and therefore youth is the 

age of lyric poetry . Every age has its poetry, but youth is particularly the age 

of lyric, romantic poetry . It is the age of the II Song of ongs." 

Youth has a way of idealizing life. I o not mean falsifying life, I mean 

i ealizing it. Life is, after all, what we make it. Bach age makes its own life. 

Youth makes life i cteal, it makes it a legend of buddin~, and of blossoming. Youth 

doesn't know of corru::onplace. Commonplaces · re commonplace only to commonplace people, 

or to those who have reached a comnonolace per~od in their lives. Youth has not yet 
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reached that stage where things are commonplace. Youth can still see the glow 

where others see only the ashes. 

Youth has enthusiasm. Youth has the enthusiasm to overleap mountains . ometimes 

they break their necks trying to do it . .L>ut there are some times when their enthusiasm 

does carry them over the highest mountain ranges, an nothing ·ves a rarer satis­

faction in life than an act completed in superb abandollIIlent into which one has throvm 

all the passion of his will. nd then youth is not yet pibeon-holed, filed away into 

some permanent job or profession. Youth can be stirred to fine impulses, to noble 

generosity , to magnificent loyalty. Youth can also 1:e very cruel, cruel in its 

thoughtlessness. It can be impulsively very tyrannous. Ours is an age when young 

people do tyrannize over the old. And some parents try to get out of the way of 

their children all the time. They don't want to interfere. They are afraid to 

interfere . These young people who are now exploiting their parents will be much 

smarter and wiser when they become parents . 

Youth, then, is a period of preparation. It is spring. It is the time of 

plowing and sowing. It is the time for laying foundations for ore's later life, 

foundations i~nowledge, physical well-being, sound habits of thought and action, 

foundations in fine friendships. Anct the youth who wastes his youth or who permits 

himself foolishly to become sated in yat.h has many dull wasted years ahead of him. 

f~ really, you can enumerate many opportunities and canpensations of youth, 

but it has compensations enough. but middle age , too, has its co 1pensations . 

I don't really know what middle age is today. From my knowledge of some of 

my friends I would put middle age as far up as the a ge of seventy. I have known 

men and women in the sixties, healthy, hearty, strong, alert, energetic as men a 

generation ago were at the age of forty. 

The greatest compensation of middle age is, of course, the privilege of 

buildin a home and a fami l y. That is,of cou.rse,the rarest of life's blessings. 
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To enjoy the canpensation of a life-mate, to bring children into the world, to be 

a provider, a counselor, a gujde , a help-mate, to be able to fashion an :i to mold 

character - that's a compensation hich comes with middle a ge - and is one of life's 

richest compensations. 

Of course, this privilege brings with it a load of respo'1sib ility. ~e are no 

longer as carefree in our middle a ge as we 

foot-loose. ,.e can't adventure as easily. 

were when we were young. e are not 

Sometimes some of us, in certain moments 

of our middle age, look back longingly to our youth . We hanker for the freedom 

which was ours, the fewer burdens which we had to carry . .3ut upon second thought I 

oubt whether the middle-aged man woul exchange places with the young man . 

] iddle age is the age of 1'ich experiences, ripening judgment, social reco ition. 

The age hen you can begin to play a role in the world, your role as citizen, as a 

member of your community. 

In middle age you no longer fly from peak to peak as in youth, from one~ xaltation 

to another, brea1til.ess with ea 5-erness. Our walk is a slower walk but a stea • r alk . 

It is the age of finer discriminations. -e are beginning to discri 1inate in our 

middle age between pleasure, on the one hand, and happiness on the other. And then 

comes old age. 

In the Bible old age is greatly revered. Our Bible is replete with com ents 

on the dignity and the nobility of o1 a ge. 11 Tne hoary head is a crown of glory." 

"Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honor the face of the old man." The 

beauty of old age , the actual physical beauty of old a ,e, is greatly appreciated 

in our literature. In the book of Ecclesiasticus in the Apocrypha, we read "As the 

clear light is upon the holy candlestick, so is the beauty of the f ace in ripe age ." 

Our Ratlis referred time and time again to the fact that the jud ent of the aged is 

like old wine, good old wine. 

Evidently the writers of our sacre books felt that old ~age could be sometr..ing 
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more than ashes and spent embers. The old men of the Bible were dignified patriarchs, 

revered men, as rich in honor as they were ..i.n years. ;ihen their end came, they fell 

as the mighty oa.k in the forest falls, in splendid majesty. Ilioses lived richly to 

the age of 120 years. The Bible eays of !i.Joses, 11 His eyes were not dimmed nor his 

natural force abated." Abraham and Moses were i n1pressive majestic figures in 

old age. They were the splendid old men of the Bible. 

The Book of Psalsm speaks of the righteous man: 

The Righteous shall flourish like the palm tree 
He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon 
They shall bring forth fruit in old age 
They shall be full of sap and richness. 

A great poet of modern times, Robert Browning, puts these words in the mouth, properly 

enough, of a great Jewish Rabbi, Rabbi Ben Ezra: "Grow old along with me . 'l'he 

best is yet to be . 11 In the EW€S of this poet the compensations of old age were greater 

than that of any other period of life. It cer tainly can have its compensations, many 

of them quite equal to those of any other peri.cd of life. 

f course, them is no escape ultina tely from the ravages of age. Time takes its 

toll. Nevertheless one can grow into a normal old age which is not without its dig­

nity. And one can grow into a premature old age which is both undignified and far 

from sitisfactory. Many grow old too young these days . ~Ve consume ourselves too 

soon. ~v e burn up our energies in the sharp pace of our living. In our over-reaching, 

in our over-comsuming ambition to acquire more, hang onto more, we spend ourselves. 

le exhaust our physical and our emotional energies so that by the time we reach the 

age of fifty or sixty we are spent, drained, broken. We overtax our hears and we 

overtax our nervous systems. A natural old age is as natural and as beautiful as 

a fruit, ripening upon the tree; a premature old a ue is like een fruit, spoiled 

on the tree. ijve rueh, many of us, too headlong into old age, because we have come 

to think of life in terms of a race, somehow, rushing to some objective, helter-skelter, 

rather than living deliberately and happily day by day . 
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Old a ge, my friends, c n bring with it a calmness of spirit, a detachment 

from the turmoil of life, a capacity to see life, perhaps for the irst time, 

objectively and dispassie,nately . In old age we begin to have a mone philosophic 

and a more stoic vie I of the ~10rld . 

But olJ a ge has compensations only for those men and women who have laid up 

something for their old age; who have invested wisely - and I am not referring necessarily 

to money - during their youth and their old age , so that dividends can be theirs in 

old age. "If thou hast gathered nothing in thy youth, how canst thou find anything 

in thine age?" The wise men insure themselves for • heir o1 age, not only in a 

monetary way, but in an intellectual, spirjtual, social way. 

It is in oll a e that we can enjoy the iends that we made when we were younger. 

Old age is the period of enjoyment of old friends, 011 books, and well-remembered 

music. Old abe is the period of enjoying the harvest of life. It is also the period 

of enjoying one's children and grandchildren . And blessed are they ho have reared 

their children in such a way that they are a comfort to them in their old age. 

Unfortunately, this is not the case with all old folks. There are too many 

instances of what the .: reat poet cal led "Unre garded age in corners thrown, 11 old 

age pushed aside. The ideal Jewish family was never one in which the 0J1 and.father 

or the old father and mother or the old grandmother was shoved aside. They were rather 

the reverential presence in the home, the center of ripening wisdom, counsel, the 

object of love and respect. 

In this age of ours of speed and acquisitiveness, we have been in danger, many 

of us, of making old age despicable. In our industrial setup a man who is forty or 

forty-five is too old for factory work and therefore becomes an economic liability1D 

hic. family. nd when one becomes an economic liability, one becomes an emotional 

liability as well. 
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I am afraid that much .nore respect as paid to old a e in t he olden days than 

it is today . :F'ortunatel. , our overnment has 1 o,, set about build· n 7 up the security 

and therefore the j '?ni ty of old age throu h old age ensio s, and uch fine work 

is bein done y the orryanized efforts in com unities to provide the age iith 

interestin· and creative actjvities and vith pleasant contacts to make t e declining 

years of their life as t.hey should be - 0rofi tA.ble a nd dignified . In so doin , our 

overnment and our co·-rmunities are C;Oin back to the 

of our Bible - "Thou shalt respect the hoary head . 11 

eAt and oble ad~onitions 

nd finally, one of the compensations of old a ·e is that it can face not only 

lie , :ith equanimity and calmness , but even death . For the o1 have seen life , t 

complete cycle of it . They have knov.n sprino-, summer , autumn and harvest . They 

have lived fully , and they are reaay to close the ook of life , ready, as the ible 

puts it , to be n-athered to their fathers i n a ood , old a ge . This is how the Bible 

e:::cribes death - ."ust as beautiful as an.v escri· t • in the ··,orld 1 s literature -

to be athered into one's fathers , in a good, old age . 

And so , nature and nature 1s Jod is kin and ~ives to each a e of our mortal 

days its blessings , its op t.;ortunities , rrl its compensations . To youth it ves a 

fervour and a e;lo r , a life and a bouyancy; to mid, le a O'e , a steadfastness , keener 

jud • ents , finer discriminations, the privile e of home- buildi n , the privilege o 

playin; a role in the· orld; to old a r , a peace , a calmness , such as the twili ht 

brings to the lon day. Amen . 
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despair only ·or c:ioment . The next moment they are plunging on 

again . '!!here is a resilience ~y to the emotional life 

of youth that one does not find in later life. f!.'he wa blood of 

youth has a way of ti awing a ll the chill despairs of life. 

And. is 

much engrossed in the ~~H-i!'te1:!~ f 1 i V ing 
I\ 

intellectualiz~ ~ about 

1 . -~h and e~-..~ the ::.,. • 7 t} . e w~t.e:ou earv-1ng 

submit life microscope 

unfort nately reveals ~ rough textures~·--=J,,J,~~~ 

Youth has what Eme rson called the 11 Gift of divine 

ge:1eralization, 11 _f verlooks t unpleasa.11t details, sees only the 
• (JC-­

sweet side and therefore youth is tae a,ge of lyric poetry. 

~very age has its poetry . But youth is particularlr the 

age of 1 ric. romantic poetry. It is the age of the 11 ~ong of Songs. 11 

krr.'1 outh has a way of idealizing life. I do not mean 

falsifying lire. Life is what we make it. Each F.L:;e makes its ow. lite . 
~ 

Yo th mc'.U{es 1.ife ideal, a legend of bud • . , blossom ► - ~ 

meant t e • a tt1e m • n o1· he ------~r • Hims-elf'. 

Commonplaces are com t:onpl 3,ces only to cor::. onplace people . 

Youth has not et reached the stage where things Youth 

can still ee the glow where ot er people see only the 



Yo th has enth siasr s. 

Yo t 

aas the enth siasm to ov ..... rleap r.iountains . ~ometimes t e " brea 'i.1eir 

necks out sorr.e 

' 
enthusiasr1 ·oes c rr-· t em o er t e i g·est 

~o ntain ranges. n · nothing gives a rarer satisfactio to lie tnan 

an act c01npleted in s·.nerb aoa!lclonmc. t into waic ' 

the p3.ssion o 

Youta is till 

~9b or ro.es ion 

\ ill. 

F ~vi0ti~i~ed not p i geon-b le· in a 

d ··011.t h can .:.-B ·o stirred to r ine i m u l ses 1 

noble ge nerosi magni1 ice. t Y uth ca a l so b~ very c el, 

1 ivel' t ra .. ~o s . 

... • is is th .... , c·e ,,, e:i oung people ·yrranize 

over the old . '!'he? know 11ore than their !:)rents do nd s01e pare ts 

try to ,.et o t o • the , ay or' tneir chiluren a l l t· e t ime. ...le · o .. ot 

1ar to inter ere . 
,.... 

~ati _he e rou..."1 " p e p le ";ho ') re nov exploi tin~ t :1eir p rents , i 11 

e much sm ter v:ne.1 t 11ey oecor:1.e o-ire~ts . -
~pring le- tne time of :plowin 

,;;i......i..i ....... ;-. ... "."',..fjrv--__,.,e Yoath is 

the tima ~or laying io a tions for one's later life, - foWl tions in 



_ ysh:al well-veing , foun-..ations in ·ou..ll- naoits o:t tho ght a!'ld 

!let ion, o :i :at ions i:.1 fine frie:1dshi s . ...he 'O th w· o w· stes h is 

.,,o-ath or who per11its himself foolishly to be~o e .at;ed i!'l ;yo t .. has 

d.Qll waste 
. 

~rc:ars ahead of him. man 6J.- k: 

st 

C 

I .J.0 t11it1~ e- ar we nave ...... ~ter 

li e._ ·e • a.ate -0 r- urcca wi.=ren 

be:tore ~ e r, uh t e da.a.-i e oi. t (.)~ lite. , ut_ ~ asted: 

11 a life w te • 

I sai JO' ·oesn It ee o·n en as f"'l.r a s its 

' vltl~ ._.,_ 
cornpensatid'J_p / re (:Oncernee1, t ' s ~or~e~~ati ns eno -n. 3~t miuule 

• ge h s its co,1pe:1satio s too . 

~ c.o· 

• ro r my 

ar up as the 

~~e o sevent . I :a e own m n h1 t e sixties, h.,alt: .. y , i1e rt .. , stro .. 

'"'ler t, ener eti0 as m__,. a. ">e! eratio ago \, ere at tne age of rty,_. ..a. 

il ing a 

f mil .... d home . -'hat I s c rarest of life's oless ings . To enjoy 

the companions ip of a life-mate, to brin~ children into the orld ,_..___ 

Himsel 

to ea 



- 5 

a counselor, a O id..e; to e 'l ole to 1 PSr1ion . d 

w l i • n co r:ie s ,,., it· ici..c..le r.i. e -

p li ·e 1 s riche st olessi~g. 
;. {1 

co • se , rirgs with it lo or· rt::sponsi il it.· . 

,e ~re no lo nger as c~refree in o~r • iddle ~e 1he:1 

-o g. 'le a e !10t f oot-loose . 
., 

l! '1..'1 I t venture s .. e -
o. eti"11es co~e of us in cer t rd.n !10 e:its 0 our middle ge , 

-looK b'"lC'{ lo:igingl 0 r ... , •. e h :iker for 
, t}1e freedom :fOQ \,l1. 

' 
W[ d 11 ' . s ours , th ewer b de. s " • i 1., .. 1 ,,,e to carry . B.it pon • 

second t. ow_)1t I do'..l·ot vihet er the r.i i dle- ~ ged rr. a."1. oula. ext!r.a'!lge p ..... ~ces 

,it'1 the young m n. 

f 
You il:l recall at vert lo el .. "' oem o!" 'J liver ; e!l ell 

F.o lme s ~alle d 11 , • 

11 0.1 or o. e h ur o .,rout '1 ·u.1 jo ! 
ur> cie m~ t went ie tn • ear. ' 11 

e ants to nt again; vO ~i pe o tall tne oiber 

ve s "1.nd ' ring yo oack to c: Jo· ·ere at t enty . Is there ~n thing 

t· s.t Jou wou c. liree to t,a}:e alo. , , i th yo . ::e • ys he 111 t e nis 

!)rec· o s wife . 

11 The 1m n woul • be a oo,: gain 
c oe a n s btL d to . 11 

_he 
Anci 

irl n o s. 

e ".> oy 
.er too! 11 

( 



-6-
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Your rea L is likel f that L: ra ter . ."i le age is 'I 1en a man 

rr.akes his unique a::d spet lfic contrio t ·o to oGi .ty. I y have 

n thing in o· to give to y)xr co :unit· , uur co- nt ry , o a. ind, 

mic.,c..le -::i,c.-e is ,nen you mak tat contriuut· n to society . 

d t· en comes oln ge. 

I 
l i:t e int seven 

·ou ,. ill recall L i ! ous ass ae ivides 

a 
n t ... e en • orne:i merel player s . 

_heJ hive their ts a.d tneir e. ra..~ces , 
And on in .i lt\, :n n rts , 
H • s in~ se . age . t tne L fa. t , 

n, inr · n the nurses a s . ... -
vn1n1ng sc ool- oy , w· hiss tc 1 

a. s.1L Lg morninv fvce, ~rce i • li' e -:-... a. 1 
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U!lvillingl to school. An tnen t ne lover 
.:>i

7
hing li:U! f.rrnace, \ith a. woef 1 o~ll·d 

. ~ae to nis mistress• eye row. ~ soldier , 
.i, 11 of s trP r;e at .. s, a=id bearcied. iKe ti:1e p'1rd, 
Jealous i~ ho.or, s·d en, 3nd ~~iG£ in er arrel, 

. .:>eeking l e buoble rep1.1 ation 
i t , I l t · t. • t • ~ven n ne ca~non s ~o~v1 . 1n~ .en .e JUS 1~e, 

In fair 1 ou.nd elly witn ood L:a:po lin I d, 
'lit h e..,·e s severe a ... "1.d beard of orr:i l CJ.t , 

11 o!' 7ise saws and ~,odern i. stances; 
And so he pla· s . is nart . The sixti1 age s·1ifts 
Into t; e lean and slipper 1 ' 9a:italoon, 
. itn specta,l;les on nose ~nu po ch on side, 
1 • s you ti.., J.l . o e , wel 1 s~v I c.. , a worlc.. too \ ide 
_or his shru.."1.k snank; ,no ~us oi.g n·l!ly voice , 

nin-r, ai 1 toward hildish trc 1..le, ni es 
nu whistle i. his so :iu. Last scene 01 ~i1, 

rnat e ... s this st r anee eve. tf 1 i1h,tory , 
Is ~econ .... cnilai lmess anL.. "lere ouliv· on , 
.;-,ns teeth , a:1s e-·J s, sa."1s taste, •!'\ s ~verything . 11 

And yet ·hakespeare, i Scl: , . e t . t old 

• ee is not quite s helpless anu 1ot ·thout is o pensRtions, s 11 

tn~.t. ? or imr::e i tel after this revelry o the l,; nical 

immediately ·ollowing that , t}1e re e.1t ers upon the s ene d~ .. , that old 

servitor o • the play, ~ho is f o r score years old, happ , hc..artj , e. • o i 

is lire, servint; t1 e \ orld. "hakespe re in his re.nar}-..aole dr atic gi "t s, 

~i tech..~ique, ives the a . srer to the thi.~ in the livi~g person of this 

old 

e s -th 0 

revered. ..ll" .3i le 

is rep 1 e e , it ;: t e digni y nd no ilit ' o old ,,.. 

ge . S t 0 • II e. 

proun ... 

JO 
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Evic.e • tlJ t . r it r of u er d )x S felt tn t olc - :,e 

CJUl oe SO! 1.et .... i .or t r u S e s ~t p e_ s . Tne old r. e. of ~ 

t , .. e :a1· le r' di'-· b L:i. ied put r· rel s, rev ~r d m 1, ·s :::-ic in aonor 

tn~ir e 

:>s s 1 iv d r .c· 1 

to t · e a~ of 120 yP;;-..rs . .L: .. F iole S, .. ys of .. OS s 11 • is (:)y s J f:>"r;::; not 

di. ed 1Jr l is U.i.{ t·l ( .. 1 orce au..._ ,- . 0.1.·, i ·n a. { . o- '$ 1ere i pr i .,_ 

old 
.. a,i-- tic i t:, e in ol:.. a (:> . l ey ·,·_ r,::.. tIL- s . e .. a.iu l- () 1~e l 1 • -
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T e Boo~ of Psal~s sno-;;..e o.(' t e r !. 0 .. teous man : 

Tne Ri~nteous s !. .... l l flou i s11 lL:~ ti .:.. Ot.!.l.n.-tree 
Hes ,11 urow li Q ~ c d~r i LAu~no 
Tney s all ri g fort .. _ : ruit i olc. &'-,e 
mi ey s.1 all Je fu _l of Sci:) '? d ricl ess. 

Loder~ t·mPs, Roo-r 3ro nin.,• nut ,. t i Q"'e •nr·ds i t:::, 

. 
tne 

.:1out_ of tLe ...,--re t Je-:vi s -:;,· oi Bi::1 Ez1c_ : ••Grow old alor:.;, a tn me . 

1n T e ""St 
. yet to II age's co:troe S~~t i. O!!. is sr ter s e. 

t.an th&.t of a otn° r uer ioQ of life. It certainly as CQMp. s· tio.s, 

of tnem quite equal those of ot· er eriod o~ life. 

Of course, ther is o escu.pe ul ti?n· tely fro11 tne rr.1.vc:t::es 

of a ~e. Time t e..ie~s its toll. 

olu ; ·ue \.'I ich is not wit lOUt i tn dlo it· . ~c o ~ can crow into a 

nrem· ture olu. Cvge w ich is otn : r fro. 11 s r.1. tisf ct r y . 

,.'e ourn uo m· '.:"1 ert,ies by s.:. • rn r~ our 

oveY-r '""C~-i 5 , in ou_ ov--r-co __ sumi ~ c:.,.'.. it: o to 0 et more, we sne d 

our ... elves, \,e exhaust our hysica.l, our i::-::1ot1onal e r b ies so t.tmt 

by tne time \ - _·e~C!l tne l..._;e O fift r a:~ c:::ixty , '! 0 c..re s ;8 t; 

r· i ed, oro. e. . ·, e vr.r-t. x our i0ar ts "'- ~ :e ov,,r-tax 

our 0 rV::JUS s ,te!ns . A atural olc age is as aturr l ,, d c;.$ 

be utiful a.s a ..:-rui t ri ... ~nin ....... t".'.l co.!(J!e~ on t. e tree a:1 tnP 

·u.11 i t. do vn. !'P. :1 ture ol e is li ea 1;;r-2 r f ruit, s- oiled , 

0 t1 P tr e. ru""' , Ill' .. I o• .... US 
L I too neadlo. 0 i to old 

<. 

e, ec. u ·e we ~v com- ta tl L.c: ~~.n:MI-- li-"P. • 1 tQr.11s ofl race, 

objective elter-s eltPr r · t1 r ti ~ , 

ily day by dcy. 
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I 
t siiz:ty, old n.ge be ins to et in, but not the ol • age which breaks 

ne men all or ~bysi~ally . t seventy, the no ry head. t ei ty 

one :.ust en ·oy the speci 1 ift of strength to rea il eight . At ninety, 

one eg· ns o Den under t· e we igl1t of t .. e years. tone hundred, one 

is v.S if he 

An 1 o up eventy or eighty , accord1n. to our Ra ois , 

one coul live, is life p ·oosef lly, ef ·ectivel . 

:he great rowning v isely □ade a -ei is· a oi v il;e 

tL.i \_;on er t io... o old a .... e 'i1-:ch is ·ore ign to ri a.ot er _eople, in 

his m it'icent poem 11 Rao· i Ben zra. 11 ro'. in~ makes tnis .a i a: 

11 Gro,·.- ol 
_, e est i 
'!!he l st o 
~or whicn 

n O'w1·th ..- I 
t;) ·- ... '""'. 

et o be, 
Ii ·e, 

irst was made: 
)'..lr times te in his hand 
:no saith, ' 

Youth s' ... o 'IS 

See all, no 

1110le I pla!"1ned, 
t half ; t st od, 
e qf"raidl 11 

Old a.e, my friends, r,ith it ~ calmness of spirit, 

a detacn.rnent from the tur1 .oil of life, t cit to see life ner~9ps , -
for he first time f bit o jectively, dispassionately, 

a e e oegin to hve n ore 

nhilo ophic 
r 

age h~s -~~~o pe.satio. only 

heir old age; v o h~ve investe 

• i vidend.s 

ttW-~-trl-M~~/fOld 

·lr 
" 

theirs in old a e. 
,... 

II 
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insures himself r or hi s ol a.-;e 
1
not on ... y in onetary way , b tin 

an int e llect al , nu sp irit 1 • 

It is in old a::e that y•e ·a.'1 en ·oy the f riends that 

• e m e v,ae. :·e ¥; ere young. Old age is ~he neriod of e. joyment ~ r '/ 

oL. .. frie!lds 3t old books nd well-rc .. ,8!1 bered ic. 
V 

Old a~e is the 

"' e r lod o~Miplfl9fl~~=-= enjoying the . :;rvest o 1 ife. It is 

a_so tne c: ildr en ~nd ·r~n - children . .And 

reared t'eir ~hil, en 
I 

they are a co ..... •ort t -r ·. o ..,. em in their old. 

n ·ortu.11ate y th!"1t is no t. e ca e \,it}1 al l old 'o lks . 

.!.here a r e too ma.riy instn~ce a o1 'at the gr ~-t oet enlled"Unregar ed 

at::e in orners throW!'l , 11 
- p~s. ed sic..e,. 

' !.he ic..eal fa .. ilJ, a 
I 

trrc,:=-. .... e in r: ic11 t11e ola gr and- fat: e r or gr andr.iother or 1. e ol father 
l I ( 

and mother asi e i n corners thrown,- 'ui • t e reverential 

i. the home, t' e center o1 ripening wi sd m, o counsel, ~ e object of 

ol o 

In th is age of eed a~d :wa.q isitive.ess 

In our inc tri 1 set-

. ci ttherefore become s a11 economic 

lia ility to is f ily. nd when one beco e s e~Jnomic liao'l ity he 
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becomes an er.otional liauilit as 1 ell. 

: . ci1 mo e res e1.; t \'.'as u, i to ge in the olde::1 day s 

tha.v-i it is 

ne o • t:1e co .. roe .... sations too, of old 6e , is .... at 

i c ~ J. ce not only life, it. eq..1a11i.i ;y , wi :i:1 cal ness, o t even 

eath. .i!or the old have seen li ·· e, the complete '/Cle 01 it. 'I1he 

ve known spr·n~, surr.mer, a.it ,n and winter. 
-fu 

-'her are read, to close t· ... e boo:~ of 

ou sor1· et." 

nu le se i 1 e dare those r o go <iown li-"e' s 

• • h .1.1 . . ea. r,o ~ eti er, man nd vornru , li1 e I s help. ates a .. d ·o .. '1.~io!ls . 

are they inaeed when ti ey are ale to enter e s:.adows toget .. er • 

Yoi rec3.ll tnat . i 1 icen t uoer. of Burns 1 

"John A:ia.erso'!'l • Jo, Jonn . 11 

";'he::. • e were first cq.1ent 
Your locks were lie the raven 
or on~ie orow w sore. t: 

t n : 'Our rm, ls ald , John 
~Jur locKs a re like tne s. o : 
.::, t ol on frosty po . 
John 

Jo·n 
ther 
Jonn 

· ·; I.; I V ' i C .er : 
w n r 1~, Jo 

1 b O 

0 6 the oot 
Jo' 

3les ed 
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ature is kind an gi es to eac ~0 e 01 our mortal 

d. lift, a 

ouoymcy; to rnia ·1e . ge a stead st!less , :ceener jud . ents , fine r 

dis c tir.lin tions, the privilege of home- nuil ing, rivile e of 

pl rin<' q role i:i the W•)rld, tool 

ge , pc ce , calmness ~ \;(l 6 t 18 twi hl i _::flt brin s to t he 

lon~ day . 

I en one s nd live ,11 :pan o ... life , 
' 

... ·ro:i darn to u~.-c, whe. it is ir' od c e Cl.0 'I. r r or:i 

ne ven to k i ss ne it leep. 



E. l fr .. 
n, I 

Itl3- H-el-d-i11- IG 
!i!School 'Riot'iC 
ion I B\ 
·th- Three teen a 0 e ringleader· in 1r 
0 r I a riotous demon tration larch grand 
ng 31 in a study hall al Lincoln birthd 
•rs' Junior High School on cranton day, b 
e; Rd. were ordered held at the bi of 

7 l Det~ntio~ Hom today by Ju- H"r 
vemle Court Judge Harry L. weigh 
Eatman. Her 

Judge Ea tman ordered par- pO\\er 
, 

1 
ent o{ the boys, two \\ ho are under 
15 and the other 14, to pay 3 Kai e 
a day 'board" for each until he 1 
make a final ruling. fourth s 

(IP) boy, 13, also "~a cited, but since e 
sh- j ha run away from home and ha 
n a not been located. N 

I • 
ed Four hair ma hed 1 } 

During the outbreak, which ;8: started with humming among Th 
160 pupil using a caf teria for ha b 

·r I study hall ro e to inging, hand 
paid clapping and tomping of feet, eight 
~~ l ix tables and 38 chair were prope 

e I overturned. Four or he chairs I anti-a 
; were sma hed beyond repair. I to • 

Judge Ea tman admoni tied 
the teacher in the room at the I fa 

in- : time-Mr . lice Utley- for not adjut 
"nipping in the bud" the dem- Guar 
on tration. Heat 

"Teacher today are afraid o{ 
parents," the judg aid. ''Chi!- the 
dren ha\e no ab olute right to I two 
be in chooL They have to obey I with 
proper tandard of conduct to j ning 

S be there. row 

Cla to Pa Damage and 
''Teacher have to lake only I const 

o much abu e Children never 
did these thing to the old-fa h- • s·te 

ree- 1 ioned teacher. , ~ ~u t. don't at t~ie 
:vith I have the am~ d1 c1plme m our terly 
pol- schools today. 114oth 

d Ir . Utl told the court he and 1 
and I had quieted down the cla vhen •t of 

e a number of boy and girl ~; th 
n_ • l tarted humming in n1id-se ion. I ~i t 
ic I She aid s1' didn • call for help ea t 

e~·~ , hen th~ .final . outbreak ca~1e to the 
. 1 becau e 1t was Ju t c\ few mm- He is 
ng I ute . hort of the end f the land i 
e se 1On. 

Jud~e Ea tman ordered 44 
damage to chair a d table 
"prorated" ~ong th 160 cla 

of I member . 

t . 




