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DR . ALB_RT EII-!STEI!i 

A ~•emorial Tribute 

April 24 , 1955 

A ereat life, my de2r friends , came to an end this week in the dea.tn. of 

Albert Einstein . I say 11 came to an end" and I mean, of course , as far as hi!:> physical 

existence on earth is concerned . He real life wiJl never end . Jhat was sifnificant 

about his life can never end , and a thousand years from today men wj 11 speak and 

·write about .Albert Einstein whenever and wherever men will reccunt the story of the 

proE;ress of Gililization and of man ' s heroic enterprise to unravel the mysteries of 

the universe and to harness its forces for the service of man . 

. e are a privile,::-ed generation that such a man lived in it ; and we are a nrivileged 

people that such a man belonged to it . I venture to say that our generation ,ill be 

remembered because of him, and our peoole will grow in pride and self- esteem whenever 

they recall him. 

Human progress , my dear friends, comes about throush revelation nd through 

personality, that is , through knovledge which is sometimes independent of experience , 

but which is in time verified by experience, and through great human personalities 

and character , character which is stronr; and couraceous enough to defend knowled ,e 

and truth and by so doinE?;, carve new hiGhways for the advancing s iri t of man . 

lilbcrt Einstein nossessed both . He ,as a channel of rreat , new revelations of 

movlled_::e and of scientific trutL , and he possessed charP-cter which en-:1bled hirr. to 

stand by not only the new insi6hts ·.vhich he discovered , in the face of the most 

violent opposition , but to stand by also the basic moral truth and ethical prjnciples 

of mankin~: generally, and the indispens ble values of society which 'nere so bitterly 

and ruthlessly attacked in his day , and most especially in his country . 

And I believe t.hB.t it is this rare combination of revelation and of personality 
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in one man which so captivated the ima ·nations o the masses of th ·,orld . n the 

face of this, :hich is, after all, a miracle and a mystery, men and ·:om n l n all ~ alks 

of li f'e, all over the ,orld, most of v1hom • e e unable to und~r tand even he ru iments 

of the obtruse f:cientific theories of this theoretician in the field of mathematical 

physics whose bstract specuJ.2.tions defied common sense - : say in spi e of this • ct, 

that the masses really never understood the involved and profound scientific t eories 

and doctrines of Albert Einstein, they nevertheless stood in reverence of him, and 

.'hat is even mo e revealing and complimentary, in love and adniration of him . 0 

coming from the cloistered halls of science vas ever the opular hero of so many 

arloring mi:li ns as ·,,as Albert ~instein . H was acclaimed not only b, sav:lnts and 

scientists, by u iv .... si ties and by- eovernments , honored 1ere shm ered pr.n him from 

all over the ·wrld , i,he I obel rize - he v as acclai ed t only by the3e bu by t e 

people on the street who welcomed htm ·whereve h a e red as a conq ering hero . 

l'his shy, modest, nd retir·ng man, v1ho shunned ubl' city, ho blushed an:' 1.as 

terribly embarrassed henever men praised him, was the idol of the masses , who 

n 

sensed something very heroic ad pect cular in js personality , so ethinr; monumental 

nd prophetic . Bee use of h:..m they someh011 felt encouraged . They , ere prou of 

their "h;:i_red h1 . anity . They somehow felt more hopeful and more el vated be cause of 

~in . Th's is the amaz·n le end which a tremendous personality creates even during 

is lif t·me . 

And the;r link with h'm va.s not on y man 's instinctive reverence fo great 

intellectua prn.,er - . en o have an inst· ncti ve reverence f·or inventors and dis

coverers, for he revealers and the great healers of m nkind , for the pa hf.;nders 

of the 'rld . nd the na sses, all p ople, somehm,•2re aTiare , even in v ry vaGue 

and indistinct way that Albert :C:i stein had pene ne, doors pon the uni ve se , h d 

revol tionized scjent'fic hou ht, an d ive . nl "nd a new vision, a er c nee -

tion , of the structu e o • t e uni verse . They c me to realize, even ho e who we e 
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unscientifical ly trained , that by providing a nev formula for the transformatir-in of 

mass into ener CY , he had made possible the frui tf ~·1 ex9loration of nuclear e .er 

and so ushered in a nev, age for inank:i.nct, the atomic ge . 1.nd they sensed t . at there 

was somethin6 colossal about his achievements, ·whose cousequences for the progress 

of the human race would be inrneasurable . 

But I venture to say that their admiration for hjm was not due solely on this 

account . It was also due to somet j_ng else - beyond the revelation there wr.i s the 

personali t :, . ll lbert ,in stein, in their eyes , stood for the conscience of mankind . 

He stood four- square for all that mankind held sacred , f or freedom and tolerance, 

the inalienable human ri~hts , and for compassion ., and pity , and justice . An they 

knew that Albert f,instein had always believed in these sacred values of the human 

race - that he fought for them , and suffered for them and ~:,as denounced and proscribed 

and execrated for them , and was exiled because of them , but that he remained un er 

all conditions of attack, pressure , steadfast to t O greater glory of humanity and 

as a superb tribute to the inviolable spirit of tnan . 

I-' lbert Einste:i n lived through one of the ,r ost tempestuous , trafi_c , and revo

lutionary periods in European and world history . Through the major part o.f his life 

he was a •. orld- renowned fizure , and he was c'?-ught in all this web of orld events and 

in the bitter social , economic , and political conflicts of the years , even thouph 

he himself tried to avoid becoming involved in them; he tried to steer clear of 

politics J he was never greatly interested in nolitics ; he iJ nted to devote himself 

exclusively to his scientific research . But no one of the character of Albert 

I instein could remain isolated in his scientific ivory tower when the ·whole structure 

of the world , durin the eriod of the two vorld war» s , 1i,as threatened with coll apse . 

lmost unawaredly he found himself time and abain in the social are na doing 

battle for the endangered spirit of man , fightine ag2~nst all forms of tyranny , 

against militar ism , a a~nst chauvenism , against r aci alism, and a~ainst all the rebels 
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a -_;ainst lj_ ht vho ·,e e so numerous in the 1.ast tuo generations . -le couldn 1 t nder

stand it himself , hou he came to be involved . In a r. oment of introspection he ana ysed 

hi:nself , qnd he said , 11 ry passionate inte est in soci 1 -iustice and social responsi-

b:· li ty has always stood in curious cont ast to a marked lack of desire for direct 

association ·Ii th . en an rn. en . I am a horse for '"'ingle harness , ot cut out or 

tandem or team •,ark . I have never belon ed wholehearte ly to country or state , 

to my circle of friends , or even to my own fa • y . These ties have al mys been 

accompanied by a val!lle aloofness , and the wis h to withdraw into myself increases 

,:i th the years ." And yet this retiring man as in the forefront of the battles 

for hum~n liberation in more than a generation . 

Thou h born in Germany, ,here he "ecej ved .1is ee.rly schoolin , his family 

moved to Italy : en Albert ,as 1.5 years ol , a d he :as soon sent to S d tzerland 

to continue his education . In the course oft· e he ec,me a ~wiss citizen, and 

it v:as in vi tzerland that lbert Einstein fi st blished his epoch- maki.ng 

scientific papers , and it was there in Zurich that he first occupied the post of 

ofessor of Physics . 

. t the a e of 34 - in 1913 - just before the irst .,or ld • ar , lbert Einstein 

was invited to come to Germany to become the director of the Kaiser Iilhelm 

. hysical lnstitute , and to be made a member , also , of the ... oy-al Prus..,ian Jtcademy 

of i::>cience . And it was jn Berlin that 1lbert ....;instein remained, ~ii th occasional 

visits abroad , arrl periods of teachinrr jn universities abroad like in Pasa ena , 

California - it ·nas in Berlin tmt he remained ntil Hitler 's rise to .. o, er . Thus 

durin(Y the 2 most turbulent years in the history of Oernany - the .r irst r,orld ar , 

the defeat of the ermany armies , t.he collapse of the nerman eich , the fall and 

abdication of the Kajser , the establishment of the eimer Republic , the r:i.se of azis, , 

th . spread of anti - e itic racialist propa anda, the assassination of .alter Rathenau , 

the Je'.· ish inister of f' orei n ff airs of rmany, and the persecution of the Jev s . 
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rr rou h these twenty turbulent years , Albe t instein lived, , mrked in Berlin . 

And while honor were sho rnred upon him during those ye rs from all parts 0.1. the 

or ld , his life became increasin ly embittered by what he saw all arounrl him in 

ermany and by what he experienced as a free sniri t and as a Je·w , so tha • in 19 J2 , 

i th i tler in I rn er in Germany as Ch ncellor of t he Reich, be inning t o pur e all 

Jews from ublic life and from all educ?ti'"'nal osts , Alert instein ecided to 

be come a permanent exile from er. y and to J.ive abroad . 

IJazi propaganda from the very start sin led out lbert Einstein for its special 

target of attack . In the first place , he ,1as the supreme living repudiation of their 

basic thesis that only the ~ordic race is capable of producing genius ad that the 

Semi tic race v·as mon el , and decadent , am intellectually sterile . But her~ •·as 

Einstein , a Jew , ·whom the ·1hole 1· orl acdaimed as t foremost livin physicist and 

a C'eni us of the first water , and the .. orld even raised 'ermany for producing such 

a genius . That muldn ' t do at all 7,i th the azis . in"'tein had to be d.:. scredit.ed . 

:Iis theory of relativi ty ha to be lau hed out of court . Hews a 11frivolous inventor 

of fantastic hypotheses , '' the; said . And they found a mo" h- piece in the rominent 

ro- 1azi ~~rman scientist , Philipp Leonard , vho spea headed their campai~n a inst 

Albert inste i n . He told the ,mrlri that ....,instein represented the 1Asiatj c" spirit 

in science . He told the world that " it is unworthy of a ' erman to be the intellectual 

follower of a Jev, . :atural science , 1roperly so called , is of com letely Aryan ori in , 

and "ermans must today also find their m n 1Nay out into the unknov n . Heil Hitler !" 

.. ow the militarists of Ger nany in the Junker class had been defeated • n the 

irst , orld ·ar . T ey blamed their defeat on a stab a the back . I t was the home 

f r ont that ha( collapsed. _ esponsible .1.'or this collapse wer the democrcta and the 

pacifists and , of course , the Jev s . nd this ras th text of all t he post- . ar 

propa nda of the monarchists and the i 1tists and the militarists nd all the 

entire epublican forces of the eich, all djrected agai nst th erman epublic . 
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Albert =in tein w·~s a democrat, a pacifist, and a Jew , A.n a stout de er. er 

of the errnan Republic . Ience the t.hnnderbolts of r azi hatred layed arou nd his hear1 . 

jtler ouped all the democratic forces and ele ents in Ger many into one cate gory -

Bolsheviks l He succeeded in un erm:i.nin the ··er:nany epublic by raising the r y of 

Commun.! l Just as s ome in our country are intent i n un erminir reedom of all · nds 

by raising the cry of communism . 

Alert , nstein was never a com . unist . He , 1ho refused to visit Rus ia, upon 

repeated invitations for fear that hi s visit there would be interpreted as a political 

endorsement of the Soviet re!time ,hich he decried of its suporession of lnunan liberties . 

TJnlike many Brj tish scientists and writers who flock to Russia , Albert Einstein 

consiste t ly refused to visii the voviet Union, even to a-r,tend scienti fi c con resses 

there . 

But the azis er e nevertheless 1ick to br·nd mas Bolshvik , and his 

physics as " "'-:olshevik Physics , 11 as "Jew ·.sh Physics, 11 as II i'almudic hysics . 11 , en 

they came into po,er ,ith itler they burned his b ks publicly on the square efore 

the State Gpera House in 3erlin, • r hj s home near Berlin was ransacked an sacked 

by the , n hirts on the allegation that 1instein , whom they denounced s a pacifist , 

had a huge store of arms hidden in his house . nd he was e pelled from the Royal 

Prussian Academy of cience because he dared to criticize the iazi atrocities . 

Plbert L!Jinstein r,as a lover of peace . He savr the futility of ,ar . He hated tte 

military caste . He ,as oppose to rilitary conscri tion , and ior a time h nas an 

outright pacifist . But when he ,itnessed the rise of dictatorships in urope and t ,. eir 

t hreat not merely to vernment a nd to the independence and sovereignty of nat.·cn , 

but to the very souls of peo )le , t he hu1nan ri tshts - .,hen he saw the purposes of these 

icta torships to enshackle the human mind and to bring back the ark . ees , he ceased 

to be a pacifist . He came to acknou ed ·e that lo "ers o • human freedom nd • gni ty 

ust be pre ared to efen • them, sometimes even at t. c cost of war . He as char ed 

with inco sistency , but to oe consistent t o a principle nd ol on to it to the 
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bitter end hen its conse uences become dan erous o the h. ,hest i1 terests of 

civiiization is to be a doctrinaire . lbert 'instein ·uas a scientist , not a 

doctrinaire . He used principles as -/Orkin; hypotheses to the de "ee that they 

yielded socially desirable results . ~~nen connit·ons demanded it , he ma e intellect al 

readjustments . is suoreme concern , as al ays not the principle, but t e elfare 

of the free man in the free society . Thus , ~ hen he sm, t,he might of t e l aLis 

increasing during the ·econd , orld ~ar, it as 11lbert instein v, .o wrote to 

President Roosevelt and drew h's attention to the posstbility of making the 

atomic bomb ahead of the Cermans , ,ho ~rnre experimenting in that field . It v as 

the ma.in· of tne atomic bomb whjcn hastened the terminatior. of the becond orld 

,ar . he.. :.nst.ein became a, are of the dan er us • olic tions of atomic Viar fare 

and the menace involved r'or the fttur-e of , an ind, lie ras among t1 first to call 

for ,.. control of this ato. ic bomb so the t ±t -v, ul ot dest.roy civjlization . His 

experiences with azism, 1hat 1e sa v of the adual ·•:hit ling a-uay of hum n ibertj es 

.in ermany and how a de.ocracy can underminea made him terrioly se sitive to any 

attack pon h unan freedom , a i o rfter beco ing a citizen oft e U ite ~tates 

and in recent years beheld forces quite analagous to the dark forces of Germany 

rising up ·n this co ntrr to undermine human freedom un er one pretext or anot er , 

he ·arned the merican people . ometimes his .arnin Is accompanied by admonit·ons 

and a vice :hich ias not entirely necessary on the merican scene lere the tradi

tions of de .. ocrac .. , iere :far longer established e.n enurenched t. an 'a the case in 

Germany . rd .. hen he sa: the ongressio al nve tigation Com i~sions vjolating 

basic human ri ht,s in their quest for information , you m y re cal 1 tha. t he a vi ::ied 

one, ho turned to him for coun el to refuse to testify, even if it 1ean imprison-

ment, for e f'eare that unle s people rose up ag inst this h·eat --n 

iL .andi fashi n, as ±the said , ul imate y the enshacklemen of th 

esisted i 

m ric-. eople 
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·wul take place, even as the ensha k1ement of the l . n e ple took pl ce. 

Perhe..ps his a vice was unwar nted • ha he knoon An1erica lon e-r, 1e m y ve re

fained from giving this particular type of ad :ce, ut it· s c rt · n1~ o iv ~ea 

by ro ... oun ov for Amer· c , for er.:ocr c-y, .'or he thin s for ~hich erica 

stands . 

. l ert l!,instei was a prou anc loyal • e· . He had not b e. educ ed much in 

n • s childhoo or early yout:1 in the rel1 .• o s ra itions of 1is people . e 

e "ish educatio1 in the r, asiu1 where reliaious instruction ·was com ulsor3r for 

all religious oups . ere 12. littJ.e of the positive Jewish values in his home 

back ro n . rr: is was true of r any yo 1 n Je.rn at the t n of the centur • Assimi

lationist tendencies were ripe among erm n Je, s , cut Albert instein, as Le ~e· 

ol·er, c&~e o app eciate the s iritual ad ethic 1 values of u1a~sm and its .igh 

code of human co auct and brotherhood and 0f' ace. He ca e to apJreciate the 

subsequently h e erienced plight of his fellow Je, s in many parts of irot-e, 

the fierce anti-Semitisn in his on co~ntry . al these factors combi ed made him 

more a ,are of .i Jevlish res onsibj Ji ties . lber instein became an ar ent :onist , 

not out of any nationalistic fervor , but out of his eat humanity a out of a 

great and mystic loyaltJ for .is people , out of a desire to replEnish their self

esteem a. their di,nity r 'ch ·Here bein~ so violently ttacked , and out of a 

e t co assio. for the persecuted an the hounded n iong these people . t ·was 

these factor..,, long ·fi th hi"' ::)reat a mir tj on for ebr ic culture hich he believe 

would receive a ne birth in a ei ish homeland, that lbe ·t Einstein became an 

araen advo ate of the ~jonist cause . In qct , ·s vis·t to erica in 1921 and to 

C eve land was in connection 1i th the Zior ist movement . It was then that I nad the 

first opportunity an 

an 1av privile ed t 

t e rivil 0 e of . &k. n the acqua.int nee of 

ou h the years to see a good deal of him, 

ofessor •instein , 

ai .ly in connection 

·1i th th Zionist movement , a d al 1ays found him to e reverent of Je ~ish values, deeply 

loyal and roud of is peo le and eager to help . 



This veek he State of Isr--el is cele a ting its seve t'. nniver ary . J.bert 

instejn ha a hand in establishin the St te of Tsrael . e had a han in esta lish-

in 0 the ·ebre : Hn..:_versi ty in T6 rusalem . He as eatly interested nits proares . 

He be~ieved that a ebre, University could becowE a bride between th east~r1 and 

the 1,rnstern orlds . • He .as a loyal , , but he f s a citizen o t.e orld . He ·s 

not parochial n any o his loyalties . Jij s o 1tlook ·;as u .i versal . 

I shoul like to say a word bout ~l e. t Einstein's reli • on . A o-reat scie tist 

is not necessari ya ~reat authority on reli ·on, an his o inions in the realms of 

faith re n{11ore a thor·· tati ·7e than of any other intelli nt stu ent of t e o oblcm . 

If reli ion is 11 doi,.:, justice , lovin mercy, an i:ralling h bly ith God}'.lbert 

~inste • n ,as a profoundly religious man, thou h he v:as ot clear in his own ind 

, hat he meant and ·.h"t other men meant ·rhen t e ~ "' ... oke o • 2od . He never really de-

fined his conception of 1Jod , d if ever forced to a ef'ini tion , ...::instein •,o•·ld have 

probably denied a belief in a per onal od ; and t e spoke often and ·rote of his 

unshaken belie.: in the ratio ality of nat e . He spoke of the "rational aspect of 

nature ," and that the structure of the universe reveals wisdom anci reason . He did 

not believe that ncS.ture ·1as mindless . He was not a materia ·st . If .lbert ~instein 

believed that there us reascn in the universe , then there must be a rrasoning m'nd 

in it , a universal mind , nd if there is a universal mind , hov far is his concept 

r eally different from the belief of the reli • ous man that this uni~ersal mind la·· d 

down the la1s not only of wh t we ca]l physical nature , but of thenature o ma. as 

well , arul 01 his ethical and s•iritua aspirations . 

none occasio ?rofessor jnstein rote , "The most beautiful emotion e can 

experience is the mystical . It is the soul o: 11 true art nd scien e . e to •horn 

this emotion is stranger , 1 ho can no loner won er and stand rapt in are , is as 

ood as dead . Tok ow that hat is impenetrable to us really exists , manifestin 

itself as the highest ,isdom and the most r ac • ant beaut. r , hich our dull fa cul ti s 
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ca comprehend only in their most primitive forms , this knowle , this feeli!lg 

i< at the center of true religiousness . I t ·s ense, an in this sense on.J, 

belon 1 to the ranks of devoutly reli .. "ious er . 11 n anothet occasio he . ·ote, 11 To 
that 

the sphere of religion belon s the fait af the re llatio1s valid forte :orld of 

existence are rational , t.1at ii, is comprehensible to reason . I ca ot conceive a 

,..enuine scientist ,d thout that profound faith . The situation may be e pressed b~r an 

ima :e . cience v;i thout religion is lame . Reli . • on w • thout science is blj nd . " 

Professor E:nstein kne1 t.e limitations abo t scj_ence . He knew th.a science can 

r·ive us information about the correlation of facts and physical nature, to tell us 

nothing about a · m anu pur ose an oa . :-n an ad ·ress which he delivered before the 

rfheolo · cal Semir.ary at rinceton, he wrote , 11 It is clear that no path lea s from 

a knowledge of that which is to that which should be . o atter how clear and 

perfect our kno 1le e of re sen ex.i . tence, no oal for our humar aspiratior s can 

be inferred from it . ro matter how splendid a 

as a mide it is so impotent tnat it is not 

le ~~e of truth as such y be, 

' 
establish the ·ustificat·on 

and the value of this very s riving for the kno1ledge o the truth . The setting up 

of the mos t fundamental goals and valuations and their establishment in the life of 

the individual seem to me to be the most im ortant f .ction of religion inthe social 

life of man ." 

Albert ~instein believed in the value of religious organiY,at~on , or churches , 

synagoITTJ.es , te□ples as educational a encies to teach these aims and ·oals o • the 

ethical an· spiritual li e of man . He even ap ")roved of' rituals ro ceremonies , not 
who 

as sacramental acts but as educative acts . I doubt then v,hether a nanAspeaks and 

writes in this vain and who acts out the ethical ideals of e igion ca. in ny sense 

be called an un- reli ious man . Albert linstein w s not only a scientific leader of 

me., he wa., a spiritual leader of men . .e led t em in t.he ways of brotherhoo and 

h an freedom an social ·ustice a.d pace . e hated all sham and all pomp n alJ 

privilege . He Is f riend of man . H • as the c on,..cience o • humanity in an e here 
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the conscie ... ces of most le ders of he . orld :1ere so ehow muted a 

was an individualist , a non- conformist , often a rebel, b t al,ays 

silence . e 

a lover of his fellow men . And so in the r:-ener::1ticns to come , m k:in ill treas• e 

the e11 or of lbert 1_:_nstei not only because of his ·orld- revol tionizi er s ientific 

theories - they w • 11 place h:i.ri in the cate 0 ory of Copernicus n re iton an 

the mrld will also rem . ber him atefu ,jth a blessin in its heart a 

... araday -

a f;"' at 

hum2n bein , a man v ho i ve s c i ·ni ty to h unan l:i.f e by the way he lives and the 

manner of is livino- ~n estin and searchjn times . The memory of the ri nteous 

is alwa. s blessed. 
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