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TAKIIG STOCK OF 1955 

In keeping with his custom of many ye rs Dr. Silver 
will review and interpret the outstanding events of 

the past year. 

January 1, 1956 

My dear friends, the year 1955 which has just ended was 

relatively speaking, a good year for mankind. I say relatively 

speaking because it as not a year altogether free of international 

tension, of seri ous unrest in North Africa, border incidents along 

the Israeli-Arab frontiers, One witnessed during the year the rise 

and fall of dictatoria. regimes in Latin merica . And also political 

squalls in par ts of the Far East . Nevertheless, the year, climax:hg 

as it did, a decade of uneasy peace, folloving the termination of 

the Second orld War , with all of its dread aftermath of global 

dislocati ons and economic disorganizat i ons, with all the bitterness, and 

sus icions, which followed the second orld war , -- I say climaxing 

the decade they year 1955 may be said to have been one of the better 

years for the world - certainly since the end of hostilities . 

The economic re abilitation of Many parts of the world went on 

at a very encouraging pace. Prosperity actually . returned to quite 

a number of countries - especially in western Europe . ~estern ~uropt 

whic: found itself practically orostrate at the close of the last 

war, enjoyed last year a remarkable prosperity , approaching in 

some countries the dimensions of a room. And this prosperity may 

have been said to have been the c lminati , n of economic recovery 

due in a 1 rge measure to the v ery substantial aid , financially, 

which our country extended to these countries. Our own beloved 

country, enjoyed during the past year an extraordinary t 1elve months 
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of economic advance. Peaks ere reache d in nearly every b r•~nch of 

our economic life, with t h e possible exception of a griculture. Our 

people were ~ainfully e mployed . There was rela tively little unemp loyment 

during the past year, and our National income mounted to an all time 

high. The standand of living of our p eople rose. nd this last y ear 

was a better t han average yea r as far as settlements of industrial 

disputes without strikes were concerned. Labor scored many ga ins 

during the year a n d the forces of American labor, the two great 

bodies, The American Federation of Labor and the c.r.o. finally 

merged a nd united their forces into one strong union. In keeping 

with its trad itional attitude of h elpfulness and generosity, our 

country extended during the p ast year large scale financi a l aid, 

fwming into ma ny bil l ions of dollars, to othe r countries, to 

strength en their economy and to raise the standard of living of 

their people. I am not referring no~ to the military aid wh ich we 

extended, but the economic. And the Amer ican eople have continued 

its remarkable generous support of its own privately supp orted 

educational and philosophic institutions during t h e year, through 

numerous campaigns for specific funds, or through community chest, 

our people has expanded, supported and built many ne • institutions 

for the health and the well-being of our people, and for the a dvance

ment of educationand culture. A climactic g ift, during t h e year, 

was the truly amazing contribution of the half billion dollars out 

of the Ford Foundation to thousands of hospitals a nd colleg es and 

universitfes in our land. An unprecedented gift. More and more 
being 

are the profits of industry in our country xaa channeled into these 

social agencies which of course benefit all of our people. It is 

gratifying to contemplate - an one should contemplate, and the 

world should contemplate - how a democracy by virtue of wise legislation 

and taxation, transformed a capitalist system, which was once notorious 



for its predatory character, into definite social cooperativeness 

without destroying private initia ive and private ent~rprise which 

are so vital to a democratic society. 

During the year amazing progress was made in many fields of 

science, in the speeding up of trans_ ortation by land and sea and 

in the air. Amazing J rogress in the fields of chemistry, physics 

and engineering. One of the grea test g ifts to mankind during the 

year was of course the Salk anti-polio vaccine. It was a monumental 

achievement. A major contribution to the health and the security 

and therefore the happiness of the human race. nd long after the 

political storms of our country will have blown over and the very 

names of the so-called statesmen who today sXJPJl•k strut big and 

i mportant on the world stage - I say when their very names will 

have been forgotten, or at least will hold a footnote in some 

encyclopedia - the name of this benefactor of mankind, the Americ~n 

Jew, Dr. Jonas E. Salk will b e remembered, a nd will be included 

among the immortals, who by their quiet scientific research and 

patient and humble degotion to t h e c use of huma n p rogress have 

brought healing and blessing to all men for all time. 

Last September, the American people was greatly alarmed and 

greatly saddened by the news of President Eisenhower's heart attack. 

President ~isenhower had become universally beloved and in these 

dangerous times of ours, he had become, for the whole of the world 

a symbol of confidence, of good will, of spiritual equilibrium and 

the steady quest for peace in the world. And the whole world prayed 

£or his recovery. And it is deeply gratifying, ibat the New Year finds 
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the ~resident back at work, having recovered from his serious ailment. 

And barring the unforseen President Eisenhower will be at the helm 

of our country for at least the duration of his term of office- another 

full year. Whether he will seek a second term belongs to the realm 

of speculation and prognostication which are not my function this 

morning. 
before 

The merican tradition of complete equality .tmt the law was 

also advanced during the past yeP.r in the steac y movement toward 

de-segregation which followed the truly remarkable decision of the 

Supreme Court of the United States. There is a hard core of resistance 

to de-segregation in some parts of the South. During the year there 

was the infamous and despicable lynching in Mississippi, but nevertheless 
but 

the trend ls unmistakable. It may take some time bx truth - the 

American truth of equality and justice for all and a fair deal for 

all regardless of race, or creed. That truth ls marching on. I had 

hoped that the Churches and the Synagogues in the Southland would 

have done a little more to f~cilitate and asten this process in the 

last year. Perhaps they ill awaken to the full import of what is 

going on and lend the prestige and authority - the spiritual authority 

of their office - to this great crusade. For true Americanism is 

true humanity. 

Of course, the outstanding political event of the past year 

was the so-called Summitl Conference in Geneva in July and its 

aftermath, the conference of Foreign 1inisters in September. The 

one was a success, the other ~as a total failure and the failure 

cancels out the success. We are today substantially where we were 

before the Summit Conference. I suspect &hat at this conference 

in July there was great hope ithout realism and that the conference 

of the inisters in September there was great realism, without much 

hope. And I suspect too, that at both of these conferences, the leaders 
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of the East and of t h e Nest thought that they could get wha t they 

respectively wanted without making any substantial concession to 

one another. The Russians imagined that they could get Yfestern 

Germany out of NATO and perhaps a chieve the total liquidation of 

ATO, as well as abandonment by the ,ie ~t, of nuclear weap ons, without 

first guaranteeing free elections to Germany and without first agreeing 

to an international system of inspection and me thods for exchanging 

military inf'ormation. The west imagined that it could achieve the 

unificati cn of Germany while at the s me time retaining an armed 

Western Germany in the NATO camp. And it ls really over this issue 

of Germany, as I feared, that the Conference wrecked. The Russians 

imagined that a:.t the end of the cold war, if it could be achieved, 

would make it _ossible for them, under a condition of relaxed vigilance 

to penetrate areas in the Middle Est or in the Far East that heretofore 

had been extremely difficult and to exploit whatever dissatisfactions 

existed there, to their own advantage. 1 e i magined that we could 

carry on, without doing any violence to the so-called Geneva spirit, 

that we could carry on a campaign forte liberation of the satellites 

of Russia and thus weaken the communist front and that we could build 

additional military alliances or blocks like NATO in other parts of 

the world - in the Middle East and in the Far East - without arousing 

the bitter resentment of the Russians. It couldn't work. These 

m.aneauvers, both on the par t of the East and of the West were too 

transparent. Neither side clearly, ls as yet ready to abandon the 

cold war. Bulganin and Kruschev are again~ the West 
and the leaders of the West, the leaders of Great Britain and of 

the United States, in the well known and well worn terms and phrases 

of Russian propaganda - Imperialists - Colonialists - Gangsters etc. 

Bulganin and Kruschev travelled during the year to India, Burma and 

Afghanistan and there lost no opportunity to revive ancient resentments 

against Great Bri t ain and the West. The took side publicly with these 
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countries - India - Afghanistan - in controversial issues such as the 

Goa issue between India and Portugal and the Kashmir issue betv1een 

India and Pakistan. They publicly took sides in order to curry favor 

to win these countries which they visited to their side, so to speak. 

And so also in order to win over the Arab world they denounced Israel 

They said Israel is threateeAn.g its neighbors and that well-known 

imperialist powers ~ere using Israel against the Arab peoples to get 

control of the Mid East natural resources. This of course was a cover 

up for the communist sale of vast quantities of arms recently to Egypt. 

One cannot help but agree with ~inston Churchill who declared yesterday 

that the Soviet leaders have done their best to provoke an arms race 

in the Middle East. This is a strange interpretation of peaceful 

co-existence. Our own leaders sent Christmas mess ges to the daptive 

d peoples of Eastern Europe to encoura ing their hopes of liberation 

with pro ises to help free them, free their land. But the Russian 

leaders of course proceeded to denounce this as an interference in 

the internal affairs of these countries. Clearly we have again begun 

to talk on different wave lengths. But I am nevertheless persuaded 

that this second round of the Mold war - thats wa at it is, will 

prove to be less violent and of shorter duration than the first. 

This second round is in the nature of a serious but temporary rela se 

in a long conv&lescence of a world which has been dangerously sick 

for a long time. One lessen which was forcibl¥ learned at the Summit 

Conference, and I think will not be ·or/gotten, was that an Atomic War 

a Nuclear War - between the East and the iest is ruled out - not as 

impossible - nothing is impossible in this mad world - but it is highly 

highly improbable. It would mean suicide both :klu to the victor and 

the vanguished alike. So that there is actually a military stale-mate 

for the forseeable future. And therefore any issue which may exist 

of arise between the East and the West will have to be resolved in 
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some other way than that of war. This being the case, and it seems 

that the leaders of the East and the West acknowledge this to be the 

case, this being the case, co-existence, whether friendly or grudging 

is inevitable. There may be what h s been called brush fire wars :h 

certain limited areas of the globe but the big powers will ~ ave to 

stamp them out quickly in order to avoid what must be avoided at all 

costs, for little wars have a ay of becomi ng big wars . The last 

World Mar began over Danzig. 

Now if co-existence is inevitable, then t~e rigours of the cold 

war must in time be moderated as well as competitive armament. The 

peoples of the ast and the West , the peoples of the Soviet Union 

of the United States, Great Britain, ?!e stern Europe, according to 

the testimony both of western visitors to the East and eastern visitors 
hostile 

to the west , the peop las, in spite of the intensive/propoganda to 

which the peoples behind the curtain had been subjected over a period 

of ye&rs , the pe oples at heart want peace and cooperation. At heart 

they ad...'ilire one another's good (IUalities a d see no reason why thEV 

should not trade with one another and should not exchange scientific 

and cultural assets Vvhich may be theirs. The journalis~ the Russian 

journalistswho visited our country this past year found it in their 

hearts to speak in highest raise when they returned to oscow, 

Leningrad - to speak in highest praise of many things which they 

found to proise and admire on the American scene. And the Russians 

in Leningrad a few days age cheered the American troupe presenting 

Porgy under the very roof of their theatre. Bona-fide delegations 

which had visited the ~est from the Eat and vice-versa have come 

back ith the clear conviction that the human material in both parts 

of the world is not averse to findin multiple avenues of cooperation 

to live together in spite of their systems of government and their 

idealogies. Governments of course are not al,ays the people . 
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Certainly not in a dictatorship. And if the leaders of these 

countries are sincere in wanting peace, they will have to adopt 

other tactics. If Bulganin and Kruschev really want peace, 

peaceful co-existence, as they say they do, and repeat it time 

and time again , they have gone out traveling all over the world 

to make friends, then they must stop their double-talk . You 

can't talk one way for home consUJD pti on and another wa y for 

consumption elsewhere because home consumption within 24 hours is 

world consumpt ion - what is said in Moscow on the dame day is heard 

and has its reaction in London, in Nashington - in every part of 

the world. In one breath these Soviet salesmen denounced Great 

Britain for example in New Deli, 1mt.""dJax:tJt.l!l«I[ visited India , 
and Imperialists 

bitterly denounced the British Colqnialists/and in another breath 

the same men said that our statements contain nothing that could 

in some way offend Great Britain or the British people .. We pro

froundly respect the talent,e d and industrious British peop le and 

want to be friends with them. We said nothing insulting or offending 

about the British government either . This was said by Hruschev at 

the recent supreme Soviet meeting with an eye und oubtedly to allay 

the resentment of the British in view of the scheduled visit of 

Bulganin and Kruschev to Britain next spring . This sort of thing 

simply won 't work . The iorld is not that naive even if the robot 

delg•tes to the supreme Soviet Council have :btklulx to take it. 

This is not the way to ctleate good will int he world. These men 

cannot criticize President 'isenhower or Secretary o.f State Dulles 

for speaking of the liberati •)n - the peaceful liberation - of the 

enchained sattelite peoples of Ea.stern Europe while they themselves, 

these Bulganins and Knuschevs are saying the same things to the 

peoples of the Near East, India and Burma . This Colonialism is 

at worst a thing of the p ast. Inda today is a free and independent country. 
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So is Burma. And Afghanistan. The ussians c a nno t set t hemselves 

u p as champ ions of p eace in the world as t h e y ould lik e to be 1mown 

yet a t the s ame time s end boatloads of arms to gyp t to help gyp t 

prepare a war against ~sra el. Egyp t is not an o pres s ed nation. ,., 

And Egypt is not being threatened by any count ry in the world. This 

double talke simply bedevils the international situa tion. Not only 

t h is d ouble action. A Our own forei gn p olicy :ill have to become far 

more consistent, far less liru:.utx doctrinaire, far less dep endent on 

winning friends with arms or on build ing milit ~ry a l l iances a gainst 

the Sovie t Union. To quote the fine phra se of Lester B . Pearson, 

Canadian · ~oreign Secretary, the allies of t h e We st must get out of 

the trenches and must begin to maneauver more freely. They must 

become more flexible. 'e cannot lead~ the world t owards fre edom 

and democracy , as we ish to lead the world and at the same time 

woo nd praise the Fascist d ict a torshi~ of Franco and t h e communist 

dictatorship of Tito 1hile rejecting t he connnunist diet torsh ip of 

China and build ing our hop es on Chang Kai Shek, whom China r jected. 

We cannot ace -pt Portu/ uese Colonia lism in Indian territory and at 

the same time s p eak of the liberat ion of eoples and t he end of 

Colonialism. We cannot sup ,l y weapons to feudal st a tes like Iraq 

while denying defense weap ons to the free and democratic and threatened 

little sta tes like Israel. Me ~ust recognize that there are nations 

in the world h a t wish to be our friends and wh ich are nevertheless 

unurep ared or unwilling to enter any military alliance with us against 

~ny other nation. nd why should we not fully cultivate tha t friendship 

on that basis. It is not a case that everyone that is not with us is 

against us, but of a false formula in international af f airs. The-

long struggle between freedom and dictatorship 111 finally be decided 

I believe not by weap ons but by i deas. By the o rer 

and fructifying ideas of mankind in which democracy 

of t he emancipa ting 

infinitely su erior 
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to any and every form of d ictatorship. 
~r una e y 

Our forei gn policy~uring the year reat 

victories for democracy. \'e have been wedded to two dogmas that 

we must at all costs arm Western Ger any a n d that e ust a t all 

costs not upset the reality of CoMmunist Ch ina. And I think both 

of these lines which we have followed relentlessly without devia tion 

in t ·e last few years h ave g iven the Russians great opportunities 

to score subst~ntial diplomatic victories. The test is not how 

we are regs rded nor how they are reg rded, we here and they in Russia, 

but how the neutr a ls regard them and us. And t he reception wh ich was 

extended to the ussian emmisaries in India was not artificially 

manipulated from the testimony of imp artial observers. Clearly our 

forei gn p olicy needs to be studied. 
of 

T•1e close of the year '-" 1 tnesse d t e increase,-! poll teal tensions 

in the Near East. A series of unfortuna te incidents on the Israeli-

rab borders climaxed recently with an a tta ck by Isr eli forces on 

military f orces in yria was seri0usly h arrassing. Israeli fishing 

vessels in the Israeli sea of Gallllee. These incidents 1·,ave been 

cumulative and all derived from the basic fact that the Arab peop le 

are unwilling to make p eace with Isr el. Not willing to recognize 

its existence. They hav , now completed military a lliances among 

themselves, Egypt with Syria - Egyp t, Syria and Saudi-Arabia under 

a unified military command, all aimed a a in st Israel. Israel during 

the year has become the victim of this rivalry between the big powers, 

be tween the 'oviet Bloc and the Vestern Bloc both wa.nt to woo the 

rab world and if that involves sacrificin the Suate of Israel, thJY 

are not averse to makin~ eertain sacr ifices at the expense of Israel. 

I have a lways aintained th t this policy is a mistaken one - its a 

mistaken one for the western o · ers and its a 1st ken one ultimately 

for x1l.a Russia. The Arabs are not interes t e d in £1 ting the Soviet 



Union or in fighting the ~est at t e behest of the Soviet Union. 

The recent riots in Jordan against the suggesti on which wrs made 

to the government of Jordania by Great Britain to join the Baghdad 

~act aimed against the ~oveit Union is a clear indication that the 

A¥abs cannot be wooed or coaxed or bribed into joining any llianve 

a 0 ainst the oviet Unton or any other State for that matter except 

t~e State of Israel. 

I have spoken of the Arab -Israeli problem a few times during 
rehearse 

the year and I do not wish t0 xa~llltlUI. the issues involved again 

this morning. This is clear to me though. If the war in the Near 

East should ever come, it will be a world war, it is bound to 

develop that way. Nobody w nts it, nobody stands to gain from 

such a war. The Arabs cannot be appeased by forcing Israel to make 

certain territorial concessions to the Arab State. This type of 

diplomacy you may recall was attempted t .iunich and : roved disastrous 

and a prelude to the Second Vorld ~ar. There are in my judgment 

but two steps which can be taken and w ich should be taken i ediately 
the the 

to insure peace inthe Near East namely/equilibrium -/military equilibrium 
had 

/bet een Israel and the Arab States which has been disturbed recently 

by the sale of these huge quantities of arms to Egypt. That equilibrium 

must be immediately restored. That Israel should be given ligitimate 

means of self-defense Isreal will defend itself. If it has adequate 

weapons to defend itself successfully, and the Arab States know it. 

and Secondly our own country should conclude a security treaty with 

Israel and ¥1th any of her Arab neig bors who prefer eace to war 

quaranteein their present frontiers against any alteration by force. 

This is not unusual. Our country has any number of such security 

treaties with many peoples all over the world. It would then be 

possible for Isreal an t he Arab nei bors finally persuaded that 

the free nations of the orld p .rticularl the United States of 
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America, are determined to see to it that the State of Israel shall 

not be destroyed, it would t en be possible for Israel a nd her 

Arab neighbors to sit down and negotiate on t he b Asis of g ive 

and take all the outst anding issue s which at p r•esent exist between 

them. They can all be negotiated amicably and proper solutions 

found. 
t 1-ien 

nx ~he year 1955j my good friends, has not bee n a remarkable ye r 

not been a great year in the history of mankind, it has been a 
economic 

relatively good year a s far as eace and/prosperity are concerned . 
direction of 

I am hoping that t h e yea r 1956 iill see progre s s in the/lessening 

of tensions of the cold war, t h e bring ing of' the two segments of 

mankind closer together on specific areas of p ossible coopera tion. 

I am not anticipating a comp lete reconciliation of the East and 

the West, but any step forw ard in that direction is a step forw rd 

to ultimate pacification of the world. 

May the coming year be a good year - may it be a better year. 

Amen. 

the 
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SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

Rabbi Silver To Look Back 
Over Past Year 

For his address this Sunday, Rabbi 
Silver will give his traditional review 
of the outstanding events of the past 
year. "Taking Stock of 1955" will be 
his subject. 

MUSIC FOR SUNDAY 
Organ 

Fugue in C 
Elf es 
Adagio (Toccata in C ) 

Opening Psalm 15 
Bor'chu ( Congregational l 
Sh 'ma - Boruch 

(Congregational ) 

Buxtehude 
Bonnet 

Bach 

Alman 
Sulzer 

Traditional 

Mi Chomocho (Congregational } 
Kedusha - Service No. III 

Sulzer 
Grimm 

Silent Devotion May the Words Zilberts 
The Quartette 

Before the Address 
Taras Adonoy - Etz chayim Federlein 

Mr. Hakola and Choir 

After the Address 
Ring Out, Wild Bells Fletcher 

Olenu-Va-anachnu Goldstein 

]u tBrmnriam 

The Temple notes with deep sorrow 
the passing of 

EUGENE L. GEISMER 

ESTHER (MRS. MORRIS) GLICK 

NATHAN J. RICH 

and extends heartfelt sympathies to 
the members of their bereaved families. 

as a means of bringing about the fullest 

mobilization of all forces in American 

J e w i sh l i f e for a united effort to 

strengthen the economic growth of the 

State of Israel at a time of serious 

cns1s. The last occupant of this post 

was Henry Morgenthau, Jr., a former 

Secretary of the United States Treasury. 

In commenting on Dr. Silver 's as-

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations are extended to Mr. 
and Mrs . Harry Berkens who are cele
brating their Golden Wedding Anni 
versary. 

Many Happy Returns! 

REMEMBER! 

To return your reservation card 

by January 5th 

for 

THE TEMPLE WOMEN'S 

ASSOCIATION 

''SNACK'' LUNCHEON 

Wednesday, January 11, 1956 

1:00 P.M. 

MAHLER HALL 

IDtmµle iiemorial tlonk 

The name of 

FANNIE L. MORRIS 

has been lovingly inscribed in The 
Temple Memorial Book by her 
son, Gilbert L. Morris. 

- Page 2 -

rs o t e srae, 
Bond Drive. His dynamism and dri 

played an outstanding part in th 

political struggle for the establishment 

of the State of Israel. They will stand 

Israel in good stead when harness d to 

the task of mobilizing the resources so 

urgently required to accelerate Israel's 

progress, buttress her security and 

hasten the attainment of her economic 

independence.'' 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The flowers which will grace the 

altar on Sunday morning, January 1st 

are contributed in memory of father, 

Max Hartzmark, by Mr . and Mrs. 

Joseph Hartzmark. 

EUGENE L. GEISMER 

It is with deep sorrow that The 

Temple records the passing of Mr. 

Eugene L. Geismer and extends to the 

members of his bereaved family the 

heartfelt sympathy of the offic rs, 

board and members. 

Mr. Geismer was a member of The 

Temple for close on to fifty years, 

Vice-President of the congregation and 

a member of the Board of Trustees for 

many years. When the congregation 

celebrated its Centennial Mr. Geismer 

was chosen to be the General Chairman. 

Through the years Mr. Geismer 

contributed most generously of his 

time and substance with the thought 

to the progress of our congregation, 

and his loyalty and devotion were 

unflagging. Three years ago Mr. 

Geismer was elected an Honorary 

Trustee of the congregation in appre

ciation of his outstanding services. 




