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"THE WORLD RESTS UPON THREE THINGS" 

Ancient Wisdom for odern Man 

April 15, 1956 

I read you this morning the first Chapter of the 

"The Sayings of the Fathers". It is the custom in our Synagogues to read these 

6hapters of The Fathers, or The Sayings of the Fathers during the weeks between 

Passover and Shavuos. There were places and tirres when these Chapters were read 

evP.ry Saturday afternoon in the Synagogues. The is a tractate 

of the Mishna. It is found in our Mishna and it is a collection of the ethical 

sayings which are attributed to famous rabbis from the time of the ssembly - the 

Great Assembly - until the time of - a ~eriod of some five 

hundred years. Its a compendium of the great principals of Judai sm as expressed 

in characteristic ways - maxim - dicta - by one or another of these great luminaries 

among the sages of our people . In the Talmud we come across a saying of Rabba 

that he who wishes to become a truly pious man - a true Chassid - should study the 

• These Chapter ~ere so popular among our people t hat they became 

incorporated in our ayer Book - in our liturgy. And th~helped to mold and fashion 

the ethical thinking and conduct of our p~ple through the ages. Of one of these 

sayings I wish to speak this morning. It is included in this first Chapter which 

we read this morning - "Simon J,he Just"was one of the last survivors of the men 

of the Great Assembly, and he used to say, "Upon three things the world rests: upon 

Torah - upon Avodah (worship) - and upon (acts of lovin kindness). 

ow the ffreat Assembly, of hich "Simon the Just" was one of the last survivors was 

the legislative body which was brought into existence after the return from the 

Babylonian captivity by Ezra and • The men of the §reat Assembly, the 

continued the tradition of the great Prophets 
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rho preceded them. "Simon he Just' was a High Priest who lived around the year 

300 Before the Common Era. Quite a number of interesting legends connected with 

hi life. Alexander the Great, in his conquest of the Orient, also came to Palestine 

and he was on his way to Jerusalem and was determined to destroy the Temple in 

Jerusalem, having been incited to do so by the or the Samaritans. Whereuoon 

"Simon the Just" who was the High Priest at the time, according to this legend, 

put on his priestly garments;and some of the noble men of Israel went with him, 

carrying fiery torches in their hands; and they walked all through the night until 

the dawn, and came to the camp of Alexander the Great. And when Alexander saw the 

P,igh Priest, 11 Simon the Just", legend has it that he bowed down before him and the 

men standing around Alexander sai'"; to him, 11A great King, like yourself, should bow 

down before this Jew?" Whereupon Alexander answered, "His image it is which wins 

for me in all my battles." rJhatever ~t the truth of this legend is Alexander did 

conquer Palestine a11d Jerusalem, but did not des roy the Temple. A contemporary 

of 11 Simon the Just", an eminent physician by the name of Jesus Ben Sirach, whose 

Memoirs and wise sayings are contained in that noted Book of Ecclesiasticus which 

is found in our Apocrypha, describes "Simon the Just11 - his appearance as he 

officiated in The 'l'emple, and I read from the Book of Ecclesiasticus - 50th Chapter: 

"Simon the high priest, the son of Onias, who in his life 
repaired the house again, and in his days fortified the temple: 

And by him was built from the foundation the double height, 
the high fortress of the wall about the temple: 

In his days the cistern to receive water, being in compass 
as the sea, was covered with plates of brass: 

He took care of the temple that it should not fall, and 
forti fied the city a ainst besieging: 

(that sentence that he took care of the Temple that it should not fall was probably 

responsible for this legend w~ich I just recounted to you) 

"How was he honoured in the midst of the people in his 
corning out of the sanctuary! 

He was as the mornin star in the midst of a could, and as the 
moon at the full : 

As the sun shinin upon the tern le of the most High, and as 
the rainbow gi vin light in the bright clouds: 
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And as the flower of roses in the spring of the year, 
as lilies by the rivers of wate~ and as the branches of 
the frankincense tree in the time of summer: 

As fire and incense in the censer, and as a vessel 
of beaten gold set with all manner of precious stones; 

And as a fair olive tree budding forth fruit, and 
as a cypress tree which groweth up to the clouds. 

When he put en the robe of honour, and was clothed 
with the perfection of glory, when he went up to the holy 
altar, he made the garment of holiness honourable. 

When he took the portions out of the priests• hands, 
he himself stood by the hearth of the altar, compassed with his 
brethren round about, as a young cedar in Libanus; and as palm 
trees compassed they him round about." 

and so on. A hymn of praise to this great high priest who must have made a 

tremendous impression upon this physician who saw him in the Temple officiating 

at the high altars. It is said that when "Simon the Just" died, the ineffable 

name of God - the four-letter word of God, the Tetragramaton, which was pronounced 

only once by the high priest, on the Day of Atonement, as he entered the Holy of 

Holies; when "Simon the Just" died, after his death this ineffable name was never 

again pronounced in the Temple. 
the 

He represented what might be said to be the soundness -/sobriety of Jewish 

ethical ideals. He was opposed to the - he was opposed to the man who 

made vows as an expression of excessive religio):tsity. Men who vowed to abstain 

from food for a certain number of days or drink or from cutting their hair -- who 

submitted themselves to other forms of self-denial or asceticism. ''Simon the Just'' 

was vehemently opposed to all t hese practices, and discouraged them as he discouraged 

all forms of excessive piety. There are enough laws in the Torah he said for men 

to observe and in the observing of them they can obtain fullest merit -- there is 

no need for men to take on additional self-denials for the sake of worshipping their 

God. 

Well it was this "Simon the J15 tn who is reported in this 

to have said, "The world rests upon three things" - upon the Torah - upon Avodah -

upon G Chassadim. Now Torah is an interesting term. It doesn't mean Law 

although the 1:B sic laws of Judaism are found in the 'l'orah. It doesn I t mean merely 
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study or instruction, although the root meaning of the word Torah is •to teach and 

to instruct•. And it doesn't mean merely the five books of Moses, although the 

tenn technically applies to the five books which are written on parchment and 

which are enclosed in the in every synagogue throughout the 

world. Torah means all of things - it means much more. It has come to mean 

much more in Jewish religious l ife. It means the spiritual and t he ethical devel­

opment of man according to the rules and the teachings laid down in the Torah. 

Torah is spiritual and ethical self-culture, according to definite laws of conduct 

and attitude prescribed in the Torah. And unless men and nations regulate their 

lives according to these laws and follow their teachings, their worlds cannot 

endure. 

I said that Torah means spiritual and ethical self-culture - but it means 

even more than that - because mere self-culture is not enough. It must be expressed 
said the rabbis, 

in action, in conduct, in a way of life. All Torah/which is not bound up with work 

is in the end vain and futile. And one rabbi went even further, when he said 

(he who engages exclusively in Torah) 

(is likened unto one who has no God). He is just studying in order to increase his 

own intellectualism - to perfect himself - as though therewii.eno C-od whom he is to 

serve, and as though there were no creatures of God whom he is to help. Mere intell­

ectualism, self-perfectionism may lead to spiritual sterility, to unctions pride 

and self-sufficieney and to self-righteousness and social isolationism. Judaism 

had no use for that sort of thing. Judaism had no use for the aloof ,spiritual 

exquisite - the saint .:..n the hermitage. The world needs workers. The world needs 

builders of the good society - men who are inspired by the ideals and the principals 

of the Torar.• and o out into the world struggling to bring that world into existence. 

(To perfect the world according to the pattern of the Kingdom of God.) Of course the 
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study of the Torah is essential. "Thou shall meditate it day and night" we read 

in the Bible. one must first know what to do - but fulfilling the Laws of the 

Torah - that is the heart of the battle - and that is what the world rests upon. 

I am afraid there is not enough Torah in our lives. We do not consciously devote 

enough time to the study of the Torah - and it is a lifdiime study - to the basic, 

ethical and religious principals which should determine our life 1 s conduct, nor 

do we check back on ourselves often enough to see whether in our human relationships 

we are really following some firm Torah, some strong mandate of the spirit. Mlether 

we are really true to some unwavering committments in life - to basic convictions -

that is Torah. Be strong. To keep all the words of this Torah do not depart from 

it to the right or to the left in order that thou mayest succeed in all that thou 

doest. That was the corrnnand that was given to Joshua when he took over the charge 

from Moses. A iorah from which one does not depart either to the right or to the 

left. What is your Torah from which you will not deviate. Have you in your lives 

certain compelling, certain coercive, certain inexorable, unyielding principals, 

loyalties, dedications, from whi ch you simply will not depart under any circumstances. 

Its the world that rests upon these things. Torahl 

And, said 11 Simon the Just", the world rests also upon Avodah. Avodah means 

worship. It means worship in the Temple - in the ancient Temple of Jerusalem - but 

it also means all worship - all prayer -- all devotion. And at the heart of all 

worship, dear friends, is the humble and the grateful heart of man. Not fear, but 

a sense of dependence upon a power gr-eater than ourselves and on a need for communion 

with that power. Thats worship. A reco nition that man needs the everlasting arms 
all 

of God to uphold him in/the uncertain vicissitudes and predicaments of his life. A 
and the hand 

lifting up of the heart and the mind/of man, to sorpething higher than himself. It 

is upon such an attitude of humility, of trust, of seeking God through the only way 

that God can be sought, through justice and love and walking humbly with him, that 

alone the world of man and the world of nations can rest secure. The world of the 
0 

man that regards himself as self-sufficient - who needs nobody else - lUarrogantly 



-6-

believes that 1my hands' and •the uower of mine arms that got me all this' - the 

world of the man who is aware of no sin within him - calling for atonement, for 

forgiveness; - no shortcoming - no wealmess in need of help from a higher source -

the world of such a man is an imperiled 11orld that will crumble into unrelieved 

tragedy and disaster as soon as the first storm of adversity sweeps over it. 

"For the Lord of Hosts has a day ai;a i nst all that is proud 
and lofty - against all that is lifted up and high, and the 
hautiness of man shall be humbled and the pride of man shall 
be brought low". 

Avodah - worship. 

Our world today is full of places of worship -- churches, mosques - synagogues, 

shrines by the tens of thousands - by the hundreds of thousands -- but t he spirit 

of worship is not in all of them, nor in the hearts of those who worsltlp in them. 

That spiritual dependency - that need for real communion with God through the ways 

which lead to God - justice, love, humility - they do not exist in them. Nations 

are proud of their achievements today. Our a ge boasts of its scientific progress -

and it is an amazing progress - our age is pr Jud of its power and its speed, its 

mastery - but because our age is not walking humbly with God, because there is no 

Avodah in the spirit of nations, this road upon which they are alking is leading 

swiftly to horrible prospects of universal destruction. Our proud civilization is 

building underground shelters, civilian defenses , to protect men from the wrath 

and the terror that they sense is on the way. The world rests upon three things -

Torah, Avodah , and lastly (acts of loving kindness.) 

This term or represents 

the genius of Judaism at its highest. It is really a unique concept. Judaism's 

high regard for human life and human dignity - its remarkable sensitiveness to the 

neees of the spirit of man 

expressed in this concept of 

Charity is called 

its boundless compassion - its sympathy -- are best 

-. 
• 

Its more than 'charity•. 

is that which is right. 

That which a man ou ht to do as a member of society. The minimum! To help the 
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poor and feed the hungry and clothe the naked. That's a basic social responsibility 

without which society cannot really exist. The minimum required of every citizen 

in a cooperative society, for all men, in the last analysis, are dependent one 

upon another. There is a limit to • There is a limit to charity 

that a man need do. The rabbis define that limit. Man should not give of his 

substance beyond a certain percentage - ten or twenty percent., lest he impoverish 

himself, and thus himself become dependent upon society. 

, but there is no limit whatsoever to 

There is a limit to 

(to acts of loving kindness.) A man can give charity as a matter of routine - as 

, 

one pays his taxes. A man can give charity grudgingly. Men may give charity in 

order to be praised for it - giving in a way that his soul¢ is not at all involved -

not at all touched by the act - by what he is doing - or by the needs of the man 

to whom he is rendering his charity. is a complete 

self-identification - is a complete self-involvement with all of life - in sympathy, 

in concern, in helpfulness. The man who practices is no longer 

a stranger to others and no one is a stranger to him. One practices 

towards the rich as well as towards the poor. Towards the dead as well as towards 

the liv:i.ng,with one's subst ance, but also with one's entire self. One seldom thinks 
but 

of practicing towards the rich, fe~ the rich are just as much in 

need, really, of our understanding, of our friendliness, of our neighborliness, of 

our counsel, of our com.fort, of our forgiveness, as well as the poor. 

(rich and poor meet together on the basis of cozmnon human 

needs.) (God created them all.) All men, 

regardless of their possessions or their lack of possessions are in need of fellow 

feeling at one time or another in t.heir lives and the man who practices 

, who is identified emotionally-with all the living, never withholds 

acts of loving kindness for rich or for poor. We practice loving kindness towards 

the dead as well as towards the living, when we show respect to the dead and refrain 

from speaking harshly about the dead, when we refrain from judging those who have 
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passed away, or when we cherish their memory, or when we emulate their example if 

WAeA their example was worthy of emulati on - we practice 

(acts of loving kindness.) The greatest scholar, enga ged in his great study of the 

Torah, must close his book and rise and accompany the funeral procession of the 

humblest and the least, in a community. To show respect not only to that one 

individual who is entitled to respect - but respect to life itself -- the sanctity -

the dignity of human life - whether it is the life of the greatest scholar or the 

life of the humblest worker. 

One must serve, if one practices , with one's entire 

self, not only with one's money. With one•s experience which we shar e with others . 

With one's knowledge . With the giving of self to others. It is recorded :tihe:-h of 

Eliezer ben Jackov, the Rabbi, who saw a poor,blind beggar come into the synagogue, 

from whom men turned away, through thoughtlessness, that he took this poor blind 

beggar - led him to the very front of the syn~gogue, sat him down, then took his 

seat behind him - not in front of him - - not alongside of him - but behind him 

to indicate the honor that he was paying this man. Whereupon his disciples and 

pupfls at the close of the servi ce came around to this poor, blind man, spoke 

honorably to him, invited him to come to their homes and partake of the meal, and 
turned to them and 

the poor, blind man/said, "who was it took me by the hand and placed me here?" . 

They said that it was Eliezer the Rabbi - Eliezer ben Jackov. Whereupon t he blind 

man uttered a prayer . Because he took care of one who has seen, but cannot see, 

may he who sees but cannot be seen, bestow upon him blessings abundantly. It was 

an act o:f • He didntt have to do it. It wasn't indicated 

in the law. No one would have blamed him if he hadn't done what he did - this famous 

rabbi , but there was a heart that was involved in all the sorrow and t he tragedy o:f 

the world. There was a spirit which was sensitive to other lives . 

The Rabbis ask, "Why was the Book of Ruth included in the Bible?" There are 

no l aws in the Book of Ruth. Nothing about what is permitted and what is prohibited 

and what is clean and unclean . Why was that simple story of Ruth included at all 
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in the Cannon of the Bible? And the answer, because it teaches one to do acts 

of loving kindness. Here was Naomi, who had left her home and had gone to the 

land of Moab. Her husband died and her two sons died and she was now on her way 

back to the land of Judea - alone, bereft. And of her two daughter-in-laws, Ruth, 

whom she asked to return to the land of Moab, and to live with her own kin-folk, 

Ruth said, "Entreat me not to leave thee, for wither thou geest I will go . Thy 

peo le will be my people and th God will be my God. Whether thou diest will I 

die and there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me and more also, if ought but 

death part thee and me." Ruth gave of herself completely, to another human being, 

because she saw and understood the lonliness, the emptiness of that life without 

some love, some affection. Ruth did not have to do it. The law did not call for 

it. No one would have blamed her if she had returned to her kinfolk. But Ruth 

practiced an act of , which involved her entire being - herself. 

So the Rabbi said Ruth was privileged to become the ancestress of King David and the 

ancestress of the Messiah. A non-Jewish woman, by the ray, a Moabite. 

(the world is built upon lov·_ng kindness.) 

And until men and women realize this,they will, in the first place never realize 

their own capacity for living, their own inner spiritual greatness, their own 

ability to rise to high levels of existence, to taste the richness of real living 

in the world and never reach a condition of brotherliness, cooperativeness and 

peace. It is not by laws that men are made good, but by that which goes beyond 

the measure of the laws -

It is not what is mine is mine and what is thine is thine - that 1s a simple matter 

of legal justice -- it is when a man says what is mine is also thine. I will share 

what I have, not merely of substance, but all that I have -- out of love, sympathy, 

fellow feeling with you in your need, hoping that you will do the same with me, 

with others. It is when this spirit begins to move throu h life, motivate men, 

that we are approaching ( the Kingdom of God , on earth.) 
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And so "Simon the Just" was a wise man when he said the world was built 

upon three things -- Torah - spiritual idealism - Avodah - a sense of humility , 

and devotion to one greater than ourselves -

voluntary acts of loving kindness . 

Amen. 

, 
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:rrHE 10RLiJ R:ST Uro:; mHREE THirGS" 

Ancient Visdom for ~.:odern ~.ran 

April 15, 1956 

I read you this morning the first ChP.pter of tr.e 
"The Sayings of the Fathers". It is t½e custom in our Syna ogues to red these 

Passover and Shavuos. There were p 1.ces nd tirre s .--: 1 en these Chapters v:ere read 
ev.-,ry Saturday afternoon in the yna ,c •, es. The 

nd 

is a tractat.e 

is a collection of the ethic?l 
sayings Yrhich are attributed to :amous rat·ois fro□ the 

G eQt Asse~bly - until the time of 

+ . 
vl.me of the ssembly - the 

- a eri od of some five· hundred years . Its a compendium of the ereat pri c:i_~ ,,_s of Jud!3ism as expressed 
in haracteristic Vi ays 

maxim - dicta - yo e or another of these great luminaries 
a..~ong the sages of our people. In the TalPiid ve co~p ~cross a saying of Rabb 
that he who wishes to become a trul p~ous ma~ - a true Chassid - should study the 

• These Chapters ,ere so ._opu._ar . ':'Ong our people that they becar.ie 
incorpor ted in our ayer Book 

ni hey helped to mold and f s:'1io 
I', the ethical thinking and conduct of our prepl_ throu ~. the ages. Of one of these 

~rin- s I ,'ish to speak this mornine. It i ±n ·s fil" C ter ·1:1.ich 
ve ea th· s orning - Simon the u .. t' ·;as one of '-. hf'? last survive s of the r.1en 
of the Ore t Assembly, and ne used to say, 'Upon three things the world rests: u~on 
Torah - upon Avodah (worship - and upo. .,,...-­

(acts of lo in~ kid cs . io, the Qreat Assembly, of rhi ch 
J:.ist 1-; c: one of the last survi,,or ... , iYc.:. S 

the 2. sis a i ve body which 1vas brought ::.. to :~istenc~ after he re tu:--n fro the 
~b-lo .ia c tivity by Ezr and 

I 

-

• The ~enc the Qreat Assembly, the 

co tinued the tradition of the P'l"A?~ Prophets .,,.___ 



,·r~o preceded them. imon the Juzt' V7as a Hieh Priest who l ived a r ound the year 

300 Before the Co~mon Era . Quite a n· mber of i nt eresting legends connected wi th 
/" 

his life . Alexander the Gr eat , in h:s conq est cf the Orient , ca.me to Palestine 

e wa C, on his way to Jerusalem and -.,;-a s deterr'...'...r.s d t.o destr oy the Te . le i n 

Jerusa l em, having been incited to do so by the or the Samarit ns . ~fher eu on 

'Simon t he Justn who was the Hi gh ?riest c:.t t ~c tine , a ccording to t his l egend , 

p:1t on hi s priestly· garments ; and s ome of t.he noble men of Israel went with him , 

cc=i.:-rying fiery torches i n their l:ands ; a d they ,;al rnd all through t he ni ght 1ntil 

he dawn , and c 21ne to the camp of Ale;::c>.nder tr ... e Great . And when Alexander s a 1.·1 th 

u· '- Pr · t ,..J. Sr! lE'S , "Simon the Just", l egend ~as it t. at he bowed down before him ~ lbe 
men st an~ling around Alexander sai -3 to hims I A great fj_ng ., like yourself, s:iould ow 

dc1-;n befor e this Jew?" Y.lhereupon AJ.exander ans ·:ereo , "His i . age it is w:-ii ch tlns 

f or- ne i n all my battles . ' ,Thate"' er ' the truth of t his l egend is Al exari6er rid 

conquer Palestine aDd Jerusalem but di d ~ destroy t ~a '1.1erepl e. A contempor ary 

o.f 1 Si □on phy ... i ci an by the r.a::;.e of Je sus Ben Sirach, 

a d ·.v: se i--r. th of Eccle-si-ast • c s Vlhic h 

i s found in ou pc.,ecypba, describes Si mon t.he jus~ 1 

officiated in The Temple., and I retd from t. e Boo!-: cf Ecclesias ticus - 50th Chapter : 

Simon the high priest, t!i.e s on of Onias , vrho in his life 
repaired the house again , and in his d2ys r r tified t he t emple : 

And by him was built from the f oundRtio he double hei ght , 
he hi gh for,,re s s of the wa ll about tne t,e;n:'_c : 

In his days t he cistern to ::::-ece.:. ve ,•;a-tcr , b eing in compass 
as the sea , was cover ed vrith plateo of brass: 

He took car e of the temple t .at it shot:.ld not fall , and 
f orti fied the city a a i nst besieging: 

(tnat sentence hat he took care of tb.8 Templ e th2t it should not fall ~as proba zy 

r ecoonsi bl for this legend which I just recounted t o you) 

1 How v as he honoured in t:.he r;-;idst of t.he .,eo le in his 
conin out of the s anct ary 1 

·-ie v. as s t he morning sta in the mids· of a could ., and as the 
moon at t he full: 

As the sun shini ng unon the ~ern l e of the :nost, High , and as 
he r ai nbo •• gi vin li ght in t .. e bri gh:. clouds : 

... 
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And as the fl~r.er of roses in the spring vf the yea:r, 
as lilies by the rivers of Tiater.:; and as the brcnches of 
the frankincense tree in the ti~e of sux .er: 

As fire and incense in the ce~ser, aid as a vessel 
of beaten gold set with all rr.ar.ner of precic-· ..; stones ; 

And as a fair olive tree b.dding forth f:':'Uit , and 
as a cypress tree which gror:eth up to the clo 1ds o 

V.11en he put on the robe of honour, and •·;2.s clothed 
wi t.h the perfection of glory, ";hen he ~rent up to the holy 
altar, he made the garment of holiness honour ble 

1'fuen he took the portions out cf the ricsts' ha ds, 
he himself stood by the hea_tj of the a tar, compassed with his 
bretl.-1.ren round about, as a younr:: cedar in T,ibanus ; and as palm 
trPeS compa ... sed they him round c. out. '1 _, 

and so on . A hymfl of praise to this 

tre end us imores~ion upon this him in the Temple officiatine 

at the high a :tru:s o It- is :5aid. that 

na□e of God - the four-letter 110 d o God, the Tetra,..,.,,..an1aton , v, • h was pronounced 

o ly once by the gh priest, on t e Jay of tone .e t, as he entered the Holy of 
,,,,. 

Ho.Lies; ~ 0 3imou Um J~:+ill~~ir-1 ~ a.fter • • s c.eat this ineffable name ,as never 
I' 

again pronounced in the Temple..- .s r- T I 
the 

He represented 1,7hat might be sa • d t.o be the sound ess -/sobriety of Je·nish 

ethical ideals. He was opposed to the - he ·was opposed to the man v:ho 

made vows as an expression of excessive religioµsi ty . :~:en 1,7ho vowed to abstain 

frcn food for a certain nu ber of days or drink or .::ro1:1 cutting their hair -- vrho 

submitted themselves to other forms of self- denial or asceticism.~ the Just1 

-;·;as vehemently opposed to all t ~ese p!:"actices, and discoura ed them as e discouraged 

all for . s of excessive piety. There are enou h la~s in the Torah he said for ~en 

to observe and in the observing of them they can obtain fullest merit -- there is 

no need for men to take on addition _ self-denials for the sake of v,·orshippi e their 

God. 

is re.o~ted in this 

to hc1ve said , 11 The ror d rests pon t ee things" - u on the Torah - upon Avodah 

upon G Chassadim. Now Torah i n interes-t,ine term. It does1P""t" mea Lail 
r t. 

2.lthough the la ~ic lav:s of Judaism a e found in the ri•ore.h. It doe~ mean merel7 
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study or instruction , although the root meaning of the word Torah is •to teach and 

t o instruct• . And it doesw'-t mean merely the ive oks of ~oses, although the 

term technically applies to the five books vhich are written on parchment and 

,·:hich are enclosed in the in ~very synagogue throur)lout the 

world . Torah means all of things - it means much ore . It has co e to mean 

much :rr.ore in Jewish religious life . It :,eans the spiritual and the ethical aevel­

o:;:r;;ent of man according to the rules and the te cn.ings laid down in the Torah. 

'forah is spiritual and ethical self-culture, according to definite lavrn of conduct 

a:1d attitude prescribed in the Torah. A unless rr:en and nations regulate their 

li-re according to these laws a1 d follow thtair teacJ:-..ings, their worlds cannot 

e:::1dure. 

I said that Torah means spiritual ar.d ethical self-culture - but it means 

even more than that - because mere self-cult re is not enough. It must be expressed 
~id the rabbis, 

in action , in conduct, in a way of life. All Tor~,h/;•,-:ich is not bound up with ·,·rork 

is in the end vain and futile. And one rabbi 1-;er.t e en further, ,-,hen he said 

(he who engages exclusively in TorRh) 

(is likened unto one who has no God). He is just studying in order to increase his 

vve e own intellectualism - to perfect himself - as thouch there xs: no God whom he is to 

serve, and as though there were no creatures of God whom he is to help. Mere intell­

cct,ualism, self-perfectionism ~ leadc.;,.t,o spiritual sterility , to unctious pride 

and self-s1fficienty and to self-righteousnees an~ ~ocial isolationism. Judaism 

h d no use for that sort of thing. Jud ism had no use for the aloof,spiritual 

exq isit,e - the saint in the hermit.ag .... & The t1orld needs workers. The vrorld eeds 

ui ders of the good society - men w~o are inspired by the ideals and the principals 

oi' -the Torah and o out into the worl stru ·gling to bring that world into existence. 

(To per_ect the world according to the pattern of the Kingdom of God.J Of course the 

J 
- I ---, 
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study of the Torah is essential. "Thou shall meditate it day and night" we read 

in the Bible . One must first know "hat to do - but fulfilling the Laws of t e 

Torah - that is the heart of the bat.tle' ~that is ·hat the world rests u .. on. 
/ 

I am afraid there is not enough Torah in our liv-so 7e do not consciously devote 

enough tie to the study of the Torah - and it is a lifffiime study - to the basic, 

ethical and religious principals ,,7hich should det.~rmine our life's conduct, nor 

ro v:e check back on ourselves often enough to see ,.-;hether in our hum n relc:1tionships 

, :e are really following so e firm Torah, some strong m8ndate of the spirit. ", .ether 

,.-:e are really true to some unvravering commi ttments in life - to basic convict.:.ons -

t.1at is Torah. - Be strong. To keep all the v:ords of this Torah do not. dep rt from 

it to the right or to the left in order that. tho ~ayest succeed in all that thou 

doest. That was the command that. v;as given to Joshua ·: .. hen he took over the chBrg .. ~ 

from Eoses. A iorah from which one does not depart either to the right or to the 

left . What is your Torah from \'!hich you ",'!ill not.r deviate . Have you in your lives 

certain compelling , certain coercive, certain ir.e)~orc le, unyielding principals, 

loyalties, ded..:..cations, from -vrhic :--rcu si1 ply ill not depart under any circ ·mstances . 

the ·:orld that rests upon these thir.gs Torahl 

And, said 11 Simon the Just 1~ the , .... orld rests also upon Avodah. Avoda.1 meA.ns 

worship. It eans worship in the Temple - in the ancient Temple of Jerusalem .... but 

it also means all worship - all pr yer - all devotion . Pae at the he rt of all 

worship , dear friends , is the hunble and the f:;!'atcf 1 heart of man. 1ot fear, but 

a sense of dependence upon a po"er eater than ourse ves and on a need for co :rnunion 
< 

".ri th that power. That1> worship. A reco;--ni tion that man needs the everlastine arms 
all 

of Gcd to uphold him in/the uncerta·· n vicissi tua.es and redicaments of his if 
ar1d the hand 

liftine: up of the heart and the mind/of nan, to somethine higher than himc:-eJ.fo It 

i .. upon such an attitude of humilit;T, of trust, o_ eeking God through the only ~•ay 

that God c.n be sought , through justice and love and walking hu.~bly rith him, that 

_one the •. orld of man and the orld of nations can est secure. The world of the 
Ur C' 

, .. an that regards h·mself as self-sufficient - who needs nobody else - "arrogantly 

,... ; ,-- I ·- ,.. 
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'? 

believes that ~ hands' and 'the power of mine arr:1s that got me all this' the 

wold of the man who is aware of no sin within calling for atonement , for 

forz:i.veness ; - no shortcoming - no -r:ealmess in need of help from a hi her source -

the v;o ld of such a man is an i .periled , .. orld that. •;;ill crumble into unrelieved 

tragedy and disaster as soon as the first storm of adversity sweeps over ito 

For the Lord of Hosts has a day against all that is proud 
and lofty - against all that is _ifte~ up and high, and the 
h utine ss of man shall be hun1bled and the pride of man shall 
be brou ht loin1 • 

. vodah - worship o 

Our 1,1orld today is full of places of •,:ors .i p -- churches, mosques - synaeogues, 

sh: i nes by the tens of thousands - by the hundreds of thousands -- but t he s;.Jirit 

of ·,t0rship is not in all of them, nor .:.n t e hearts of those who wors1ip in ther-1. 

That spiritual dependency - that nee d for real co . .:mnion wi. th God through the 7:Hys 

Y;hich lead to God - justice, love, h L':'?ili ty - the:r c,o not exist in the • ations 

are proud of their achievements today . Our a 0e boasts of its scientific progress 

~nd it is an amazing progress 0 1 r age is r roud of • ts po-wer and its speed, i ts 

mastery - but because our age is not ·,valkin hu .. bly with God, because there is no 

vod h in the spirit of nations, this read upon -r;hich t ~ are wal:dn is lead.:.ng 

.., ·;if-tly to horrible prospects of u:ii v-e:-sal destn.ction o Our proud civilization is 

• to protect men from the -vrrath 

and the terror that they sense is on t:ie way. • T e vrorld rests upon three thin ..:,S 

Tor h , Avodah, and lastly 

This term I or 

(acts of loving kindness.) 

represents 

the genius of Judaism at its hi ghest o It is really a unique concept. Jud~i, m's 

h · ch rega d for human life and hu n dimity ~ its r emarkable sensitiveness to the 

needs of the s i:-it of man its boundless co.pas3ion - its sympathy -- are est 

XIress~d in this concept of 

Ch~.ity is c lled • 
I 

'i' . t ,hich a man ought to do as a member of societ • 

• Its more than 1 charity 1 o 

I 

is that v1hich is ri gl t, 
./ 

The mini 1 To help th 
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poor and feed the hungry and clothe the naked. That's a basic social responsibility 

vlithout which society cannot really eyJ.st. The minimum required of every citizen 

in a cooperative society, for all men, in the 1st analysis, are dependent one 

upon another. There is a limit to 2... e • There is a limit to charity ,. 

that a man need do. The rabbis define that limit. Jan should not give of his 

substance beyond a certain percenta e - ten or t11ent:,r percent ., lest he impoverish 

hinself, and thus hi self become dependent upon society. There is a limit to 

, but there is no li:nit whatsoever to 

(to acts of loving kindness.) A man can give charity as a matter of routine - as 

one ays his taxes. A man can give charity grudgin ""ly. ~en may give charity in 

order to be praised for it - gi vir.g in a ·;•ay that his soult is not at all invol7ed 

not at all touched by the act - b. ~hat he is doing - o by the needs of the ~an 

t:> 1.·1hom he is rendering his charity o .. is a complete 

, 

self-identification - is a complete self-involve ent V1ith all of life - in sympathy, 

in concern, in helpfulness . The man :ho nractices l- ~ is no longer 

a str n6e to others and no one is a stranger to him. One practices 

towards the rich as well as tm-;ards t e poor,. To-,•,ards the dead as well as to-::ards 

the living, Ti th one 1 s substance, but also ·,i th on,3 1 s entire self. One seldom thin 'S 

but 
of practicing to-.-:ar s the rich, :: ~ the rich are just as much in 

n ed , really, of our understanding, of our friendlin-ss, of our neighborliness, of 

our counsel, of our comfort, of our forgiveness, as well as the pooro 

(rich ad poor meet toget' er on the basis of con:non human 

needs .) (God created them all . ) All men, 

re rdless of their possessions or their lacJ<: of possessions are in need of fellow 

fee iJg at one time or another in +heir lives and th man who practices 

, who is identified emotion ly ·with 11 the living, never withholds 

acts of lo ·nE; kindness for rich or for poo • ·re practice loving kindness tow .rds 

t .e dead as well as towards the living , then "We show respect to the dead and refrain 

fr Jm speakin::, harshly about the dead, when Ye refrain from judging those who have 

.,.. 
I -
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passed a ·ay, or vrhen we cherish their memory, or ·when we emulate their example if 

Yfe.ea their example was worthy of emulation - we practice , 

Tor2h, must close his book and rise ar.d acco pany the funeral procession of the 

humblest and the least, in a communityo To show respect not only to that one 

individual TTho is entitled to res~ect - but respect to life itself -- the sanctity -

the dignity of human life - whether .:. t is the life of the greatest scholar or the 

life of the humblest worker. 

One .. ust serve, if one practices , with one's entire 

self, not only with one's money. With one 1 s experience 7lhich we share with others. 

1'.'i th one's kno,.-;ledge. With the gi vini:r of self to others . It is reco ded ttL' of 

Flie7,er ben Jackov , the Rabbi, who saw a poor,b ind beggar come into the syna~ogue, 

from who~ men turned avray, throu h thoughtlessness, that he took this poor blind 

beegar - led hi to the very front of the syna 0 ogue, sat him dovm, then took his 

sea-t behind him - not in front of him -- not along d. e of him - but behind him 

to indicate the honor that he wa a rinc- this an. ... ereupon his disciples and 

pu ils at the close of the service ca~e arour.d to this oor, blind man, spoKe 

honorably to him, invited him to co~e to their homes and partake of the eal, and 
turned to them and 

the poor, blind man/said, 11who was it took n:e by the hand and placed e here?". 

They said that it was Eliezer the Rabbi - Eliezer ben Jackov. Whereupon the blind 

man uttered a prayero Because he took care of one who has seen, but ca not see, 

ma, he who sees but cannot be seen, bestoY; upon him blessings abundantly. It was 
, 

a;1 at of • He di t h~ve to do it . It was~ indicated 

in the law. ro one , ould have blamed him if he hadn't done what he did - this fa'11ous 

ra bi, but there was a heart that as involved in all the sorrow and the tragedy of 

t e rorld There as a spirit which ~as sensitiv to other lives. 

The Rabbis ask, "Why was the !3oo1·: of Ruth included in the Bible?" There are 

no }a:s in the Book of Ruth. 

and 7hat is clean and unclean. 

othing about what is permitted and what is prohibited 

'Jhy was that simple story of Ruth included at all, 

-- -



in the Cannon of the Bible? And the ansvrer, because it teaches one to do acts 

of loving kindness. Here was aomi, who had left her home and had gone to the 

land of oab. Her husband died and her t~7o sons died and she was ncm on her •;ay 

back to the land of Judea - alone, bereft And of her ti"rn daughter-in-laws, Ruth, 

w om she asked to return to the land of 1-.ioab, and to live with her OTm kin-folk, 

Ruth said, "Entreat me not to leave thee, for ;ither thou goest I will go. Thy 

peonle will be my people and thy C.od ·,;ill be my God. ",7hether thou diest will I 

die and there 7Till I be buried. The Lord do so to me and more also, if ou ht but 

death part t ee and me.n Ruth gav-e of herself completely, to another human being, 

ecause she saw and understood the lonliness, the emptiness of that life ·without 

sone love, some affection. Ruth did ~ot have to do it. The law did not call for 

it. o one would have blamed her if she had returned to her kinfolk. But Ruth 

pr8cticed an act of , wh.'...ch i vo ved her entire being - herself. 

So the Rabbi said Ruth was privile[ed to become th€ ancestress of King David and the 

ancestress of the Messiaho A non-Je;tloh vrom , by the ?ray, a Moabi te. 

(the Tio~ld is built unon lovjng kindness.) 

And until men and women realize this,they will, in the first place never realize 

their o-rm c p city for living, their o,m inner spiritual greatness., their own 

ability to ise to high levels of existence, tot ste the richness of real living 

in the world and never reach a condition of brother~iness , cooperativeness and 

peaceo It is not by laws that men are made ood, but by that which oes beyond 

the measure of the laws -

It is not what is mine is mine and 1hat is thine is thine - that's a simple matter 

of leeal justice -- it is when a m n ~qys , h::it is mine is also thine . I will share 

v.r. ~t I have, not merely of substance, but all that I h vo -- out of love, sympath· , 

f'e1lor. feelino- vri:.h rou in your need, • opin that you ·;ill do the same witn me, 

',;i th otht;rs. It is when this snirit be ins to mo e throu h life, motivate men 

• at we ar approaching (the Kingdom of God,o~ earth.) 

- - --
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And o "Si::non the Ju s t " w s vrise man vrhcn he said the 't"rnrld was built 

u_on three things - Tora h - spirit1 al idealism 

c .. d devotion to one eater than 01rs~lves 

volu~tary acts of l ovi~g kindnesso 

Ar.eno 

.vodah - a sense of hu.mility, 

, 




